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varviiii^  rates  of  inivol,  aiul  to  move  the  cross  slide 
in  various  ilirectious.  Tlie  full-automatic  machine 
must,  of  course,  make  ai)proximately  the  same  mo- 
tions, and  tliese  motions  vary  in  se(iuence  and  ex- 
tent for  everv  ilitlerent  piece  made.  1  iiese  motions 
of  the  machme  parts  mu.-t  be  i^iven.  in  the  full- 
automatic  machine,  bv  means  oi  cams  placeil  on  a 
shaft  which  makes  one  re\v>lution  during  the  pro- 
ductit^ui  of  each  piece  of  work,  and  at  lirst  sii;ht 
the  full-automatic  turret  machme  wnuld  seem  im- 
possible because  of  the  vast  number  ami  cost  of 
the  different  sets  of  cams  requireil  to  adapt  the  ma- 
chine to  anythins^-  like  g^eneral  use.  Spencer  met 
this  seeminylv  insurmountal)le  ol>staclc  by  invent- 
ing a  blank  cam  cylinder  of  large  diameter,  to  which 
small  pieces  of  plain  iron  bais  of  rectangular  section 
could  be  screwed  in  any  desireil  pusition.  so  as  to 
constitute  an  eiulless  succession  of  (.b.tfereiU  cams, 
suited  to  produce  any  required  movements  of  the 
turret  machine  members,  at  no  cost  beyond  the 
small  expenditure  of  time  required  to  "set  up  the 
cam  strips  on  the  cam  cvlinder.  The  importance 
of  this  form  of  cam  was  wholly  overlooked  by  the 
patent  attorney  who  prepared  Spencer's  application 
for  patent  on  the  automatic  screw  machine,  and  so 
was  never  covered  by  any  claim  whatever.  The 
universal  cam  was.  and  is,  however,  one  of  the 
most  important  of  all  the  inventions  ever  made  in 
metal-cutting-  machines,  and  deserves  to  rank  with 
Maudslav's  slide  rest  and  Stone's  adaptation  of  the 
turret  to  the  general  requirements  of  machine  part 
production.  Here  then,  at  last,  three-quarters  of 
a  centurv  after  ]v[audslay  had  shown  that  a  lathe 
could  hold  and  guide  its  own  cutting  tools  better 
than  any  workman  would  hold  them.  Spencer 
produced  the  lathe  which  could  take  a  bar  of 
stock  and  work  it  up  into  small  machine  parts 
Avhollv  without  human  intervention.  Parkhurst,  of 
Middietown,  Conn.,  had  in  the  Pratt  &  ^^dlitney 
shops  applied  the  hand-oi)eratcd  push  collet  to 
feeding  and  holding  rods  in  the  turret  machine. 
Spencer  took  the  draw-back  collet  for  the  same 
purpose,  both  the  draw-back  collet  and  the  push  col- 
let for  holding  work  in  rotating  tool  spindles  being 
before  known  as  the  Parkhurst  invention.  \\'ith 
the  collet  for  holding  the  bar  of  stock  in  the  live 
spindle  and  the  protean  cam.  the  full-automatic 
screw  machine  became  a  universal  tool,  of  as  gen- 
eral application  to  the  production  of  machine  parts 
as  the  lathe,  planer  or  drilling  machine,  and  made 
more,  better  and  cheaper  work  than  was  ever  be- 
fore possible.    This  was  seemingly  the  end  of  the 

possibilities  of  machine  production  in  small  work. 
*    *  * 

.  "The  full-automatic  turret  machine  was  not, 
however,  the  limit  of  the  possibilities  of  the  metal- 
working  lathe  when  viewed  bv  a  mind  as  compre- 
hensive as  Spencer's.  Plis  fmal  inventions  in  turret 
machines  reached  the  superlative  degree  of  th.e 
double  turret  screw  machine  which  has  vastly 
greater  powers  than  the  single  turret  machine.  1  he 


single  turret  lathe  can  do  everything  that  the  most 
skill  ltd  ttuiKT  can  do — a  piece  cliucked  in  liie  live 
s])indle  and  rmniing  "in  tiie  air.'  as  the  shop  ex- 
pression ha,s  it.  A  piece  of  metal  so  held  has  its 
sides  and  outer  end  fully  exposed,  and  these  mav 
be  given  any  desired  shajie,  without  removing  the 
work  from  the  chuck.  lUit  many  piece-  require 
cuts  to  be  made  on  the  tlnrd  surface,  which  is  not 
accessible,  being  insitle  the  chuck  of  the  live 
spindle,  or  otherwise  supporting  the  piece  as  it  is 
worked.  To  meet  this  case  Spencer  introd.uced  a  sec- 
ond cluicking  spindle,  opposed  to  the  live  spindle, 
and  capable  of  moving  toward  the  live  spindle,  and 
grasi)ing  a  piece  of  partly  completed  woi'k  while 
_\-et  held  by  the  live  spiiulle.  antl.  when  the  work 
is  released  from  the  live  spindle,  this  second  chuck- 
carrying  spindle  is  made  to  move  backward  away 
from  the  live  spiiulle,  carrying  the  incompleted 
piece  to  a  new  location,  where  it  can  be  fully  com- 
pleted by  tools  carried  in  the  double  turret.  Thus 
a  screw  which  requires  a  slotted  head  n>ay  have  its 
thread,  bod_\-  and  head  formed  while  chucked  in  the 
live  spindle;  its  second  spindle  comes  forward  aiid 
surrounds  and  grasps  the  screw  up  to  the  head, 
and  as  soon  as  the  screw  is  cut  off  from  the  bar 
held  in  the  live  spindle,  the  second  spindle  travels 
backward  and  stops  in  such  a  position  that  tools 
carried  by  the  second  turret  can  shave  and  slot 
tlie  screw  head,  or  bore  a  cross-hole  through  it  and 
drill  and  tap  the  head  to  form  a  combined  screw 
and  binding  post,  for  electrical  work,  for  example. 
Thus  it  produces  completed  on  a  wholly  automatic 
machine  pieces  which  could  onlv  be  made  bv  two, 
three  and  four  operations  on  as  many  different 
machines  by  the  first  practice  known  before  S[)cn- 
cer's  magnificent  inventions,  which  have  great 
powers  of  cost  reduction  coupled  with  the  surpris- 
ing simplicity  of  construction  which  is  tlie  Hall- 
mark of  genius."  Mr.  Spencer  is  identified  with 
the  Spencer  Automatic  Screw  Co.,  formed  by  him 
in  the  earlv  years  of  his  development  of  the  useful 
turret  machine.  He  is  now  perfecting  what  gives 
great  promise  of  being  one  of  the  most  modern  and 
complete  steam  motor  carriages  iii  the  market. 

-In  June.  i860.  'Mr.  Spencer  was  married  to 
Theodora  Peck,  who  died  without  issue  Xov.  7, 
1 88 1,  and  he  married,  July  3,  1S83.  Georgette  Tay- 
lor Rogers,  of  Norwich,  Conn.,  born  there  Oct.  2, 
1859.  ^  daughter  of  George  W.  and  Fanny  L.  (Tay- 
lor) Rogers,  wdio  were  born  in  Orleans,  IMass.  To 
the  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Spencer  have  come  \'es- 
ta,  born  at  Windsor.  Conn.,  Aug.  5,  1884;  Roger  M., 
born  Sept.  8.  1S86;  Litzette  T.,  born  Jan.  31,  1889, 
who  died  Dec.  29,  1894;  and  Percival  H.,  born 
April  30,  1897. 


AMLLIA^f  JOSEPH  TRACY,  one  of  tlie  b.-,t 
known  meat  dealers  in  P.ristol.  was  bf^rn  in  that 
borough  in  the  homestead  on  Curtis  street,  Xov. 
16.  1869. 

fames  Tracv,  father  of  William  J.,  was  born  m 
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Couiilv  W'cstnicaUl,  Ireland.  Ajiril  12.  1S39.  ami 
assisted  liis  father  on  the  lionic  farm  until  lie  came 
10  America.  Un  April  S,  1S57.  he  landed  in  Xeu 
York.  an(.l  thence  ea.ne  direct  Xo  ihistol.  Conn,, 
where  he  wvM-ked  in  various  factories  mail  iS(»8. 
in  that  year  being-  emi)!i'_\ed  a?  euLrineer  l)_v  X.  L. 
Birge,  with  wiiom  he  remained  for  twenty-seven 
years  or  untd  1S95,  when  he  started  a  meat  and 
vegetable  stand  on  Curtis  street.  ! 

James  Tracy  first  married.  May  7,  iS'x),  Marga-  ; 
ret  l;>urke,  who  died  in  July.  1SO3.    Mr.  Tracy's 
second  marriage  took  place  Mav  5,  1S65,  to  Katli- 
erine  Baggett,  who  was  born  in  Limerick.  Ireland,  j 
April  7,  1843.    '^^^^  children  born  to  Mr.  Tracy  by  ; 
his  first  wife  were  three  in  number,  viz.:  Ellen  and  | 
Mary  ( twins  t,  born  Jan.  11,  1S61,  and  of  these  | 
Ellen  died  Feb.  22,  iSoi,  and  Mary  on  Marcli  10.  ' 
1SS5;  Annie,  born  ^^lay  ly.   1S63,  died  Dec.  13, 
1S63.    The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Tracy  has  been  j 
blessed  with  ten  children,  viz.:  James,  born  March  j 
21,  1S66,  is' employed  in  J.  II.  Sessions  &  Son's  fac- 
tory: John,  born  March  2J,  1867,  died  April  10,  j 
1867;  }>Iargaret.  born  July  18,  1868,  is  married  to 
David  M.  Barry,  of  Bristol:  \\'illiam  Joseph  is  the 
subject:  Lucy,  born  Sept.  26,  1S71  :  Thomas,  born 
June  2.  1873,  graduated  from  Yale  College  with 
honors  in  1S96.  and  is  now  in  Chicago,  111. ;  Cather- 
ine, born  Jan.  2,  1877.  is  a  teacher  in  the  Chippin  ' 
Hill  school :  Agnes,  born  Aug.  19,  1878,  was  a  mem-  | 
tier  of  St.  Joseph's  Catholic  Church  choir,  and  died  | 
April  13,  1897:  Ellen,  born  April  21,  1880,  is  still  i 
at  home;  and  Edward,  born  ^March  24.  1883,  is  em- 
ployed by  the  E.  Ingraham  Co.  James  Tracy  and  his 
iamilv  are  devout  members  of  St.  Joseph's  Catholic 
Church,  and  in  politics  he  is  a  Democrat. 

]^Iichael  Tracy,  father  of  James,  was  born  in 
County  \\'e5tmeath,  Ireland,  and  was  a  farmer.  He 
married  Marv  !>Joore.  and  had  a  family  of  six  sons  j 
and  one  daughter.    John  Tracy,  father  of  Michael,  j 
^vas  also  a  farmer.     He  married  Aviary  Gannon,  i 
and  had  a  family  of  five  children. 

William   Joseph  Tracy  attended   the  common 
schools  of  Bristol  until  fifteen  years  old.  then  en-  ; 
tered  the  employ  of  the  E.  Ingraham  Clock  Co.,  and  ; 
learned  and  worked  at  gilding  for  nine  years,  when  : 
that  class  of  work  was  discontinued  by  the  company  i 
as  no  longer  in  vogue.   Mr.  Tracy  then  formed  a  ; 
partnership  with  James  Hefi'erman  in  the  meat  trade  ' 
on  Laurel  street,  under  the  firm  name  of  Tracy  & 
Hefterman ;  but  ten  months  later  the  firm  dissolved  i 
and  Mr.  Tracv  started  alone,  in  the  same  line,  on  | 
Curtis  street,  where  his  father  now  carries  on  the  I 
trade,  William  J.  having  relinquished  it  at  the  close  I 
of  ten  months.    William  J.  Tracy  next  entered  the 
emplov  of  H.  E.  Kilborne  &  Co.  as  clerk,  and  at  \ 
the  end  of  two  years  bought  out  the  firm.  He  still  j 
•conducts  the  business  on  North  ]Main  street,  at  the  ' 
•old  stand,  and  has  the  largest,  best  equipped  and 
m.ost  prosperous  shop  in  the  town.  ! 

^Ir.  Tracv  was  joined  in  matrimony  June  12, 
•J895.  with  Miss  Ellen  B.  Lacey,  v.ho  was  born  in  j 


! 

I 'aimer,  Mass..  April  19,  1873.  a  daughter  of  John 
Lacey,  and  this  marriage  has  been  blessed  with 
two  children:  William,  born  April  17,  i8(;7:  and 
I'Vancis.  Nirn  April  2,  Kpo.  The  family  reside  at 
Xo.  282  Sunnner  street,  where  Mr.  Tracy  erected 
n.s  modern  dwelling  m  i8i/>. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tracy  are  members  of  St.  Joseph's 
Catholic  Churcli.  to  the  sui>i>ort  of  wliich  they  liber- 
ally contribute.  Ho  is  a  member  of  the  A.'O. 
W.,  and  of  the  Y.  M.  T.  A.  and  B.,  of  which  he  was 
one  of  the  organizers  and  the  first  president,  hold- 
ing- the  oftice  for  three  years.  At  the  last  conven- 
tion of  this  association,  held  in  1899,  he  was  elected 
county  director,  but  resigned  after  six  months  ser- 
vice, though  he  still  retains  his  position  as  trustee 
of  the  society,  an  office  he  has  held  ever  since  its 
organization.  He  is  likewise  a  member  of  the 
A.  O.  IL,  of  Bristol. 

Mr.  Tracy  is  a  stanch  Democrat,  and  served  as 
constable  from  1893  to  1896;  was  also  a  member  of 
the  board  of  burgesses  from  }ilay,  1897,  to  May, 
1899,  and  during  that  period  was  a  member  of  the 
committees  on  Sewers  and  Buildings.  He  has  for 
years  been  a  men-iber  of  the  Democratic  Town  Com- 
mittee. In  1899  he  served  on  the  grand  jurv  of  the 
Superior  Court  of  Hartford.  He  is  very  popular 
as  a  citizen  and  partv  man,  and  he  and  his  wife 
enjoy  the  respect  of  all  who  know  them. 

SENATOR  ELIZUR  STILL^IAN  GOOD- 
RICH, president  of  the  Hartford  Street  Railway 
Co.,  and  of  the  Hartford  &  X'ew  York  Transporta- 
tion Co.,  and  a  director  in  the  City  Bank,  descends 
from  one  of  the  oldest  of  X'ew  England  families, 
which  is  traced  to  William  Goodrich,  who  was  born 
in  England,  probably  in  or  near  Bury  St.  Ed- 
munds, County  of  Suffolk,  was  the  first  of  the  name 
to  come  to  America,  and  married,  in  1648,  Sarah, 
daughter  of  ^latthew  Marvin,  of  Hartford.  He 
was  admitted  as  a  freeman  of  the  Colony  of  Con- 
necticut in  1656,  served  as  deputy  to  the  General 
Court  at  Hartford  from  Wetherstreld  in  1662,  and 
was  also  one  of  the  grand  jurors.  He  died  in 
1676,  and  through  one  of  his  sons — John,  William, 
Ephraim  or  David— the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  in 
the  seventh  generation. 

From  an  article  on  this  family  prepared  by 
Hon.  Grant  Goodrich,  of  Chicago,  111.,  it  appears 
that  it  had  an  existence  in  Great  Britain  long  prior 
to  the  Xorman  Conquest,  as  the  ruins  of  Goodrich 
Castle,  which  stands  on  a  commanding  eminence 
near  the  southeastern  extremity  of  Herefordshire, 
clearly  indicated  Saxon  construction  as  to  its 
"keep,"  the  surrounding  works  being  Norman.  It 
is  also  shown  by  Doomsday  Book  (1066)  that  land- 
holders bearing  the  name  of  Goodrich  were  numer- 
ous in  the  county  alluded  to.  -\^-a^^ 

Elizur  S.  Goodrich,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  in  Wcthersfield,  Conn.,  Dec.  28, 
1834,  a  son  of  Elizur  and  Jerusha  f  Stillman  )  Good- 
rich, natives  of  the  same  town.    The  parents  have 
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l)a?sfd  awav,  and  tlic  tombstones  tliat  mark  tlicir 
last  restincT  I'lacc  sliow  thai  the  father  died  Vc\y. 
to.  1^554.  at  the  a-;e  of  liiiy-six  years,  and  tluU 
the  mother  thed  Jan.  _>,  iS^^5.  aged  thirt>-one. 

Elizur  S.  Goodrich  received  his  elementary  edu- 
cation in  the  pubHc  scliools  of  liis  native  town, 
and  tliis  was  ^-upplemented  by  further  study  at 
Wilh^tou  Seminary,  Easthampion,  Mass.  \\hile 
vet  a  boy  he  entered  the  otiice  of  the  chief  engineer 
of/ the  liartford,  Providence  &  Fishkill  railroad,  a 
portion  of  the  road  being  at  the  time  in  the  course  of 
construction.  He  served  this  comjiany  in  various 
capacities  ten  or  more  years,  and  left  it  only  when 
oUered  charye  of  the  Hartford  6c  W'etherslield  horse 
railway,  now  the  Hartford  Street  Railway,  which 
Avas  placed  in  operation  in  1S63.  In  1864  he  was 
made  president  of  the  company,  and  through  the 
"long  fight"  in  which  he  was  the  victor  he  was  the 
direct  manager  of  the  company's  affairs.  With  the 
srrowth  of  the  business  of  the  road  the  duties  of 
the  president  became  more  arduous,  and  3ilr.  Good- 
ricli  is  to-dav  at  the  head  of  a  system  wdiich  is  con- 
sidered bv  railroad  authorities  as  possibly  the  best 
in  the  country,  horses  having  been  discarded  and 
electricity  substituted  as  the  motive  power  in  1894. 
At  this  date  the  company  had  two  lines  only ;  it 
now  covers  the  principal  streets,  connects  with  a 
number  of  the  adjoining  towns,  has  about  eighty 
miles  of  read,  runs  from  150  to  200  cars,  and  em- 
ploys about  450  men. 

;Mr.  Goodrich  is  also  at  the  head  of  the  Hart- 
ford &  New-  York  Transportation  Co.,  which  runs 
a  line  of  steamers  between  the  two  cities,  and  carries 
all  the  freight  conveyed  by  water.  Of  this  com- 
pany he  became  president  in  18S5,  when  it  w^as 
practically  bankrupt,  and  with  wonderful  foresight 
and  business  tact  has  placed  it  on  a  solid,  paying 
basis,  having  discarded  the  old  out-of-date  boats 
and  built  others  of  modern  construction,  equal  if 
not  superior  to  anv  that  run  on  Long  Island  Sound. 
Among  the  old  boats  disposed  of  was  the  once 
favorite  "Hartford,"  which  was  disposed  of  to  the 
Government  during  an  emergency,  and  replaced 
by  the  modern,  unexcelled  steamer  of  the  same 
name.  The  probabilitv  is  that  much  of  ^Ir.  Good- 
Tich's  practical  business  ability  is  hereditary,  as  his 
father  was  a  civil  engineer,  surveyed  the  roads, 
and  otherwise  assisted  in  the  construction  of  the 
steam  railroad  lines  in  the  early  days  in  Connecti- 
cut, and  inculcated  habits  of  methodical  thought 
into  the  mind  of  his  only  son,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch. 

Hon.  Elizur  S.  Goodrich  has  affiliated  with  the 
Republican  partv  ever  since  its  formation,  and  has 
•exerted  much  influence  in  its  councils,  besides  aiding 
in  its  success  at  the  polls.  Although  he  has  never 
sought  a  favor  from  the  party,  the  party  has  more 
than  once  sought  his  services.  In  1895  he  repre- 
sented the  town  of  Wethersfield  in  the  General 
Assembly,  and  in  that  bodv  served  on  the  committee 
'On  Incorporations  and  on  the  Judiciary  committee. 


In  1S97  he  was  elected  senator  from  the  Second 
district,  and  during  that  session  was  chauT.ian  of 
the  connnittee  on  Luies  and  IJoroughs  ;  and  su  ablv 
and  admirably  uid  lie  execute  the  functions  of  Ins 
high  otiice  that  he  was  re-elected  to  the  same  body 
at  the  termination  of  his  term,  in  18^9.  Mr. 
Goodrich  stands  very  high  as  a  Mason.  He  was 
'"made"  in  St.  John's  Lodge,  but  later  became  a 
charter  member  of  Lafayette,  Lodge,  and  is  also  a 
member  of  the  chapter  and  councd,  and  of  Wash- 
ington Commandery. 

On  Oct.  19,  1859,  Elizur  S.  Goodrich  was  united 
in  marriage  with  .Miss  Marv  A.  Hanmer,  and  this 
union  has  been  graced  with  two  cliildren,  James  R. 
and  }klabel  E.  James  R.  is  filling  the  position  of 
purchasing  agent  for  the  street  railway  company, 
and  is  a  gentleman  of  fine  executive  ability ;  he 
married  iMiss  Elizabeth  Judd,  of  Holyoke,  3ilass., 
and  to  them  have  been  bon:  two  children,  James 
S.  and  William  J.  The  daughter,  Mabel  E.,  is 
married  to  George  EI.  Gilman,  a  lawyer  of  promi- 
nence in  Hartford. 

Senator  Goodrich  is  a  true  American,  of  the 
self-made  type,  and  is  the  embodiment  of  mdustry, 
energv  and  ability,  through  which  alone  he  has 
risen  to  his  present  high  standing  in  the  business, 
political  and  social  world.  Ele  has  always  kept  his 
home  in  Wethersfield,  although  for  years  he  has 
maintained  a  residence  in  Hartford,  which  he  oc- 
cupies part  of  each  year,  and  at  either  home  there 
is  alwa}-s  extended,  during  its  occupancy,  a  gener- 
ous and  refined  hospitality  to  a  large  circle  of  warm 
and  sincere  friends  of  the  family. 

RUFUS  ALBERT  SAXFORD  was  born  in 
Bristol  Sept.  9,  1841,  son  of  David  A.  and  Lois 
Susannah  ( Norton)  Sanford,  mention  of  whom  is 
made  elsewhere. 

Our  subject  was  but  three  years  old  when  taken 
by  his  parents  to  Wolcott,  where  he  attended  school 
until  seventeen  years  old.  He  then  commenced 
learning  the  carpenter's  trade  at  Plymouth,  with 
Oliver  Bailey,  stayed  there  six  or  eight  months, 
went  thence  to  ^^leriden,  and  within  ten  months 
finished  learning  under  Jones  &  Hull.  In  the 
spring  of  1865  he  came  to  Bristol  and  worked  about 
six  months  for  Case  and  Hall,  contractors,  when 
this  firm  dissolved,  and  Mr.  Sanford  continued 
in  the  employ  of  Elber  Case  six  months  longer. 
'Mr.  Sanford  now  began  doing  contract  work  for 
himself,  was  most  successful,  erected  a  large  num- 
ber of  fine  dwellings  in  the  borough,  and  continued 
in  the  business  imtil  1883,  but  during  three  years  of 
this  time  worked  as  a  journeyman  for  David  \\  . 
Hall.  In  1883  he  went  to  the  Dunbar  Brothers,  as 
their  carpenter,  and  is  still  in  their  employ,  and 
while  there  has  added  to  liis  mechanical  knowledge, 
learning  the  machinist's  trade. 

Mr.  Sanford  is  eminent  as  a  Mason,  having  at- 
tained the  thirty-second  degree,  and  is  a  member  of 
Sphinx  Temple,  Mystic  Slirine,  of  Hartford.  His 
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wife  was  a  member  of  one  of  the  auxiliary  lodg^cs. 
but  resigned  on  account  of  ill  bealtli.  .Mr.  Sant\ird 
is  also  a  member  of  Pecjuabuck  Lodge,  1.  (.).  (J.  i"., 
in  wbicb  be  was  formerly  treasurer;  i>  a  member  of 
Htban  Lodge,  Xo.  y,  K.  of  T.  :  and  was  formerly  a 
member  of  tbe  American  .Mechanics  and  of  the  Im- 
proved Order  of  Red  Men. 

Rufus  .\.  Sanford  was  joined  in  wedlock  June 
20,  1866,  to  Sarah  Jane  Nettleton,  who  was  born 
Oct.  28,  184 1,  a  daughter  of  Garry  and  Marv  (^Dron- 
son)  Xcttleton,  of  Bristol,  and  passed  awav  June 
23,  1900.  Two  children  came  to  bless  this  un.ion. 
but  both  were  most  untimely  called  away :  I'red- 
erick  George,  born  July  31,  1S67,  died  Dec.  14.  1880  ; 
and  Anar  Eliza,  born  Dec.  17,  1885,  died  the  same 
day.  Airs.  Sanford  was  a  devout  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  which  they  attended 
regularly  a  number  of  years,  being  most  highly  es- 
teemed by  the  congregation,  as  well  as  by  all  their 
neighbors.  Mr.  Sanford  is  a  Republican  in  politics, 
but,  although  very  popular,  has  led  too  busy  a  life 
to  spare  any  time  in  intermeddling  with  part}-  af- 
fairs or  in  office  seeking. 

CHARLES  C.  GOODRICH,  manager  of  the 
Hartford  &  New  York  Transportation  Co.,  Hart- 
ford, is  an  example  of  a  man  who  early  chose  some 
branch  of  business,  and  by  sticking  to  it  and  ex- 
hibiting diligence  and  abilit}-  therein  has  risen  to 
prominence  and  success.  For  thirty  years  ^Iv. 
Goodrich  has  been  engaged  in  marine  commerce, 
and  for  twenty  years  since  its  organization  has 
been  manager  of  the  above  named  company,  which 
imder  his  oversight  has  developed  into  an  important 
and  successful  industry,  transporting  passengers 
and  freight  by  water  between  X'ew  York  and  all 
points  on  the  Connecticut  river  intermediate  be- 
tween Xew  York  and  Hartford.  'Mr.  Goodrich  has 
given  his  whole  time,  strength  and  interest  to  this 
business,  and  the  story  of  his  life  is  the  history  of 
the  company  he  has  helped  to  create. 

Mr.  Goodrich  was  born  July  30,  1S45,  ^^'eth- 
ersfield,  Conn.,  son  of  Joshua  and  ]\Iary  .A..  (Wells) 
Goodrich,  also  natives  of  \\'ethersfield.  They  were 
farming  people,  and  lived  lives  such  as  to  com- 
mend them  to  the  community,  by  whom  they  were 
held  in  esteem  and  respect.  Sir.  Goodrich  died 
when  aged  sixty  years,  and  Mrs.  Goodrich  passed 
away  aged  sixty-eight. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  South  grammar 
school,  Hartford,  and  in  Williston  Academy.  East- 
hampton,  Mass.,  and  began  his  business  career  as 
a  seed  grow-cr  in  Portland,  Conn.  He  next  went 
to  Xew  York,  where,  associated  with  his  brother, 
F,  W.  Goodrich,  for  six  years,  he  was  engaged  in 
freighting,  and  during  that  period  w^as  called  upon 
to  supervise  the  freighting  business  of  AI.  R. 
Brazos,  on  Long  Island  Sound,  Mr.  Brazos  being  at 
that  time  one  of  the  prominent  vessel  owners  of  the 
East.  This  circumstance  finally  led  to  our  sub- 
ject's going  to  Hartford,  he  having   during  such 


i  connection  gone  thither,  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Brazos, 
I  to  close  up  some  of  his  l)u>iness  affairs.  Later  .Mr. 
j  (ioodricli  rctirganized  the  old  company  with  which 
[  Mr.  Braz(j>  had  been  connected  with  some  fifteen 
■  boats,  and  out  of  the  reorganization  finally  came, 
I  tiirougii  the  manipulation  of  our  subject,  the  Hart- 
!  ford  Cs:  Xew  York  'J"rans]>ortation  Co.,  the  present 
I  officers  of  which  are:  Hon.  E.  S.  Goodrich,  presi- 
i  dent:  Charles  C.  Gootlrieh.  manager;  and  E.  B. 

W  illiams.  sii[)erintendenl.     The  first  few  years  of 
,  the  Company's  existence  were  attended  with  disas- 
ter, heavy  losses  occurring  bv  the  destruction  of  a 
;  number  of  boats,  but  through  wise  and  judicious 
'  management  the  comi)an\-  was  held  together  and 
its  "business  placetl  on  a  paying  basis.    In  189O  the 
company  added  to  their  fleet  the  twin-screw  steel 
;  propeller  "Hartfi ird,""  of  modern  build,  and  in  1S98 
\  another  boat,  the  ".Middletown,"  built  on  the  same 
I  principle.     One   vear   later,  during  the  Spanish- 
i  -\merican  war,  the  first  of  these  was  sold  to  the 
L"nited  States  Government  for  a  hospital  ship ;  and 
to  take  the  place  of  it  the  company  built  another 
boat,  a  fac-simile  of  the     Middletown,"  both  of 
which  pl\-  regularly  over  the  line  traveled  by  the 
company.    These  boats  are  especially  adapted  for 
navigation  in  shoal  water,  and  have  a  light  draft. 
Their  tonnage  is  about  fifteen  hundred  each,  with 
stateroom  and  berth  capacity  for  about  four  hun- 
dred passengers ;   these  quarters   are  comfortably 
fitted  up,  are  kept  scrupulously  clean  and  inviting, 
and  in  a  thoroughly  sanitary  condition.    This  line 
of  boats  is  one  of  the  best  plying  the  waters  of  the 
Sound.    During  the  summer  months  these  boats  are 
crowded  to  their  fullest  capacity. 

Our  subject  has  been  connected  with  this  com- 
pany twenty-si.x  years,  and  aside  from  his  official 
position  as  general  manager  he  is  a  director  of  the 
company;  and  of  all  of  its  force  of  officers  and  em- 
ployes he  is  the  oldest  in  point  of  service.  During 
all  these  years  Mr.  Goodrich  has  labored  faithfully 
and  ably  toward  the  upbuilding  and  advancement 
of  the  company's  interests,  and  to  his  credit  it  can 
be  said  that  his  ett'orts  have  not  been  in  vain.  The 
business  of  the  company  has  constantly  grown  :  in 
1880  it  purchased  the  ship  yard  and  marine  rail- 
way formerly  belonging  to  AI.  O.  Darton,  at  Dutch 
Point,  and  since  then  it  has  built  many  barges  and 
tugs,  some  fifteen  in  all.  The  company  now  has 
thirty  tugs,  barges  and  steamboats,  comprising  a 
fleet  valued  at  S6oo,ooo,  and  in  addition  possesses 
real  estate  to  the  amount  of  $200,000,  wdiich  in- 
cludes docks,  ways,  etc.,  at  Hartford,  ^vliddletown 
and  elsewhere.  Our  subject  gives  his  personal  at- 
tention to  nearly  every  detail  connected  with  the 
business  of  this  large  fleet  of  the  company,  and  it  is 
needless  to  say  that  his  adaptation  to  his  charge, 
together  with  his  long  years  of  service  and  experi- 
ence in  this  line,  make  him  a  most  valuable  ad- 
junct to  the  company  in  the  way  of  an  able  and 
judicious  manager,  lie  has  business  interests  else- 
where, among    them    at    Middletown,    where  his 
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brother  Frederick  W'.,  is  vice-president  of  the  Mid- 
dlctown  Coal  Comixiiiy,  one  of  the  most  successful 
corporations  in  its  line  of  business  in  the  State;  of 
this  company  our  sul)ject  is  a  director  and  also 
manager. 

In  1S75  Charles  C.  Goodrich  was  married  to 
Beulah,  daughier  of  Calvin  .Murray,  a  shipbuilder 
of  Guilford,  Conn.,  in  which  town  the  daughter 
was  born,  being  one  of  four  children,  three  of 
•whom  survive.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife  has 
come  one  child,  Raymond  who  is  now  engaged 
with  his  father  in  same  line  of  business. 

EUGENE  B.  WILLIAMS,  the  efficient  super- 
intendent of  the  Hartford  &  Xew  York  Transpor- 
tation Co.,  the  main  offices  of  which  are  at  Hart- 
ford, and  with  two  exceptions  the  oldest  in  point 
of  time  of  the  company's  many  employes,  his  service 
covering  a  period  of  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
has  descended  on  both  sides  from  an  early  Xew 
England  ancestrv. 

Born  Jan.  5,  185S,  in  Haddam,  Conn.,  Mr. 
Williams  is  a  son  of  Capt.  Ezra  H.  Williams,  and 
grandson  of  Elijah  \\'illiams,  who  Avas  born  in 
Colchester,  this  State,  and  who  bv  trade  and  occu- 
pation through  life  was  a  blacksmith.  Elijah 
Williams  married  ^Nlehctabel  Dickinson,  a  native 
of  Haddam,  which  place  for  years  has  been  the 
home  of  the  family,  the  ancestry  of  which  in  New 
England  is  traced  back  to  Nathaniel  Dickinson,  one 
of  the  tirst  settlers  of  \\'ethersfield.  Conn.,  in  1637. 
To  their  marriage  were  born  eight  children,  two 
of  whom,  Capt.  W.  S.  Williams,  of  Hartford,  and 
'Mrs.  Nancy  Hay  den,  of  Haddam,  survive.  Both 
grandparents  were  identified  with  the  ]M.  E.  Church ; 
he  died  about  1S38,  she  in  1S63. 

Capt.  Ezra  H.  Williams  was  born  Nov.  9,  1S27, 
in  Haddam,  where  he  passed  his  boyhood  up  to 
twelve  years  of  age,  receiving  the  rudiments  of  an 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  the  town.  At 
that  early  age  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself, 
as  a  sailor  on  a  coasting  vessel,  and  by  his  force  of 
character  and  ambition  forged  his  way  through  the 
successive  steps  to  that  of  master  or  captain  of  a 
vessel.  He  was  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade  on 
the  sound  and  ocean,  sailing  sometimes  from  Hart- 
ford as  far  south  as  Charleston,  S.  C,  up  to 
1866.  In  1872  a  barge  line  was  formed,  and  of  it 
Capt.  Williams  became  president,  a  position  he  held 
until  1877,  tii^  li"^  then  being  merged  into  the 
Hartford  Transportation  Co.  Of  this  company  he 
was  made  president,  and  held  the  oflice  from  that 
time  on  until  his  death.  Capt.  Williams  was  one  of 
the  incorporators  of  the  Dredging  Co.,  and  its 
president.  This  company  was  for  many  years  a 
good  paying  concern.  As  a  seafaring  man  he  stood 
high,  and  was  popular  in  the  sound  and  ocean  trade. 
He  was  careful  and  judicious,  a  man  of  honor  and 
integrity,  which,  together  with  his  tact  and  thorough 
•  knowledge  of  men  and  the  trade,  inspired  confi- 
dence.   His  long  experience  and  practical  knowl- 


edge of  seafaring  life  and  business  made  him  a 
master  of  it.  He  had  loaded  and  unloaded  and 
handled  all  kinds  and  sizes  of  water  craft,  from  th.e 
old  sailing  vessel  to  the  most  modern  steamship. 
At  one  time  he  had  under  his  management  some 
twenty-live  vessels,  liis  acquaintance  with  sea- 
faring men  and  the  business  extended  from  ^Mainc 
to  Florida,  and  he  enjoyed  among  them  a  deserved 
popularity.  In  point  of  service  he  was  one  of  the 
oldest  men  engaged  in  the  coast  trade,  and  did  much 
to  originate  and  develop  the  line  of  steamboats  of 
the  Hartford  Transportation  Co.,  which  has  since 
been  so  successtullv  operated.  I'robably  no  other 
one  man  did  more  to  ad\"ance  the  inte^c^t  of  that 
compan}'  during  the  years  that  he  was  connected 
with  it  than  Capt.  Williams.  The  Captain  was  a 
member  of  the  ^lasonic  fraternity. 

On  Jan.  16,  1S54,  Capt.  Williams  was  married 
to  !Mary  Dickinson,  born  in  Haddam,  daughter  of 
Capt.  Nehemiah  and  Julia  (Sabin)  Dickinson,  and 
to  the  marriage  were  born  :  Eugene  B.,  Grace  E.,. 
and  Julia  S.,  all  residing  with  the  mother.  Capt. 
Dickinson  (also  a  descendant  of  Nathaniel  Dickm- 
son,  the  pioneer ) ,  was  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade, 
and  was  at  one  time  the  master  of  a  vessel  engaged 
in  the  West  India  trade.  He  died  in  1841,  when 
comparatively  a  young  man.  Mrs.  Julia  (Sabinj 
Dickinson,  who  was  a  native  of  Colchester,  lived  to 
be  eighty-four.  Of  the  nine  children  born  to  her- 
self and  husband  only  three  are  now  living,  !\Irs. 
\\'illiams  being  the  youngest ;  the  others  are :  Julia 
(  }ilrs.  Capt.  David  C.  Russell,  of  Haddam)  and 
Eveline  (^Irs.  Austin  S.  Clark,  also  of  Haddam). 
Eight  of  the  nine  lived  to  mature  age ;  two  died  in 
1900,  one  at  the  age  of  eighty-six,  and  the  other  at 
eighty-five. 

Eugene  B.  \\"illiams,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch,  passed  his  early  boyhood  in  his  native  town 
and  attended  its  schools,  complet.ng  his  education 
in  the  ptiblic  schools  of  Hartford,  to  which  city  he- 
was  taken  at  the  early  age  of  nine  years.  At  nine- 
teen he  began  a  seafaring  life  under  the  direction  of 
his  father,  with  whom  he  was  associated  in  the 
latter's  varied  experiences  on  the  river,  sound  and 
ocean,  and  under  his  watchful  eye  was  thoroughly 
experienced  in  the  service  and  well-equipped  for  the 
duties  which  his  present  position  has  brought  upon 
him.  He  passed  through  all  of  the  grades  from  an 
ordinary  sailor  to  engineer,  and  served  on  both 
sailing  and  steam  boats.  He  became  familiar  with 
all  branches  of  the  coasting  business,  which  is  ot 
great  advantage  to  hiiu  in  his  present  position. 
Leaving  the  water  in  1887,  after  a  decade  of  service 
with  the  present  company,  our  subject  came  ashore; 
and  was  acting  superintendent  up  to  1892,  in  which 
vear  he  was  made  superintendent  of  the  company, 
an  office  for  which  he  was  most  admirablv  c|uali- 
fied,  and  the  duties  of  which  he  has  most  efficientlv 
and  satisfactorily  performed.  The  magnitude  of 
the  company's  business  may  ])g  judged  from  the 
sketches  of  its  manager  and  president,  appearing^ 
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el>c\vhore.  Our  subj^ot  an  atTalilo.  genial  fellow, 
i.uoiali;c  aiul  popu.Iar.  lie  a  member  ot  Charier 
Uak  Lodge,  Xo.  2,  1.  O.  U.  I'.,  ai  ilartford.  His 
j-u!it:cal  al'tilialions  are  wilh  the  Republican  party. 

AMOS  WJllTXKV,  president  of  the  Pratt  & 
W'lutney  Co.,  Hartford,  is  justly  ranked  as  foremost 
among  the  rei)resentative,  self-made  men  of  the 
community,  and  llio  city  is  greatl\-  indebted  to  him 
lor  his  share  in  building  up  in  its  midst  a  gigantic 
industrial  cstablisliment,  which  has  made  a  name 
and  reputation  for  Hartford  in  nearly  every  civi- 
lized land  on  the  globe,  aiul  which  is  so  closelv 
ideniihed  with  tiic  material  prosperity  of  the  cit}. 
His  i)ersonality  has  been  a  most  potent  one  here  for 
fifty  years — a  half  century — and  his  identity  through 
all  these  years  witli  this  great  plant,  the  welfare  of 
which  in  turn  has  been  so  materially  connected  with 
that  of  the  comnumiiy,  places  him  in  the  front  rank 
of  the  city's  prominent  men. 

]Mr.  Whitney  was  born  Oct.  S,  1832,  at  Bidde- 
ford,  Elaine,  son  of  Aaron  and  Rebecca  (Perkins) 
^\  hitney,  whose  ancestors  were  among  the  early 
and  prominent  settlers  of  Xew  England.  John 
\\']iitney,  the  emigrant  ancestor  of  this  branch  of 
the  Whitney  family,  was  born  in  15S9,  and  resided 
from  1619  to  January,  1G23-24,  at  Isleworth-on- 
the-Thames.  His  wife,  Elinor,  with  children  ac- 
companied him  to  America  in  1635.  They  settled 
in  Watertown,  in  the  Massachusetts  Colony,  soon 
after  their  arrival.  Mr.  Whitney  was  an  important 
man  in  the  community,  and  held  various  public 
offices.  He  died  in  "1673.  From  this  emigrant 
ancestor  Amos  Whitnc}-,  of  the  Pratt  &  Whitney 
Co.,  Hartford,  is  a  descendant  in  the  eighth  gener- 
ation, the  line  of  his  descent  being  through  Jona- 
than, Jonathan  (2),  Daniel,  Lieut.  Levi,  Aaron  and 
Aaron  (2). 

(11)  Jonathan  Whitney^  son  of  John,  the  emi- 
grant, born  in  England  in  1634,  married  in  1656,  in 
Watertown,  Lydia,  daughter  of  Lewis  Jones.  He 
was  admitted  as  an  inhabitant  in  Sherborn  in  1679, 
and  there  died  in  1702. 

(HI)  Jonathan  Whitney  (2),  son  of  Jonathan, 
born  in  1658,  married  Sarah  Hapgood.  He  lived 
in  Sherborn,  Watertown,  and  Concord,  \vhere  he 
died  in  1735.  He  served  in  King  Philip's  war. 

(IVj  Daniel  Whitney,  son  of  Jonathan  (2), 
born  in  1710,  in  Sudbury,  married  in  1739  Thank- 
ful, daughter  of  Elnathan  and  Mercy  ( Rice)  Allen, 
of  Sudbury.  He  resided  in  Shrewsbury,  iMassa- 
chusetts. 

(V)  Lieut.  Levi  Whitney,  son  of  Daniel,  born 
in  1739,  married  (first),  in  1764,  Rebecca  Clark. 
During  the  war  of  the  Revolution  ^h.  Whitney 
was  an  officer  in  the  commissary  department,  with 
rank  of  lieutenant.  He  possesed  much  mechanical 
ingenuity,  and  was  a  manufacturer  of  agricultural 
tools.  He  resided  in  Townsend  and  Shrewsbury, 
Mass.    He  died  in  1809. 


(\'I)  Aaron  Whitney,  son  of  Lieut.  Levi,  born 
;  in  1772  in  Townsend,  Mass.,  married  (first)  in 
:  1797  Piiebe  Dunklee,  who  was  born  in  1778,  and 
■  died  in  1800.  Mr.  Whitney  was  a  blacksmith  l)v 
I  trade,  and  in  1812  wa;.  the  postmaster  at  Amherst, 
I  Mass.  His  shop  was  burned  in  1815,  and  in  1819 
I  he  removed  to  Calais,  Maine.  For  some  years  ho 
{  was  a  prominent  citizen  of  -\mherst.  He  died  in 
I  1845. 

I  (^  ii)  Aaron  Whitney  (2),  son  of  Aaron,  and 
,  the  father  of  Amos  W  hitney,  of  Hartfijrd,  was  born 
Dee.  15.  1801,  in  Amherst.  He  was  married  at 
I  Biddeford,  ]\Laine,  to  Rebecca  Perkins,  who  was 
I  born  in  ^darch,  1809,  and  they  resided  at  Bidde- 
I  ford,  Alaine,  and  other  points,  and  finally  at  Hart- 
!  ford,  Conn.  Pie  was  a  machinist  by  trade  and  occu- 
;  pation,  and  died  in  January,  1866.  His  family 
I  consisted  of  six  children,  three  sons  and  three  daugh- 
I  ters. 

The  rudiments  of  his  education  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  acquired  in  the  village  schools  in  Bidde- 
ford and  Saccarappa,  Elaine,  and  Exeter,  N.  H.,  his 
parents  removing  when  Amos  was  eight  years  of 
:  age  to  Saccarappa,  and  four  years  later  to  Exeter, 
where  he  saw  the  last  of  the  school  room  two  years 
later,  at  which  period  the  family  had  taken  up  a 
home  at  Lawrence,  ]Mass.  Here  he  was  apprenticed, 
before  he  was  fourteen,  to  the  machinist's  trade 
with  the  Essex  ^Machine  Co.,  and  thoroughly  mas- 
tered the  trade.    The  shop  in  which  he  worked  was 
j  a  very  large  one  for  those  da}-s,  devoted  to  the  mak- 
ing of  cotton  machinery,  locomotives  and  machinists' 
I  tools.    Plis  apprenticeship  of  three  years  and  one 
year  as  a  journeyman  were  served  on  the  latter 
work.    At  the  end  of  the  fourth  year  he  followed 
his  father  to  Colt's  pistol  factory  at  Plartford,  Conn., 
where  both  father  and  son  were  working  as  machin- 
ists in  September,  1850.    It  may  be  noted  here 
I  that  among  the  Whitneys  for  generations  there  had 
j  been  many  skilled  mechanics.    Aaron  Whitney  was 
an  expert  locksmith  and  machinist,  and  no  doubt 
the  son,  our  subject,  inherited  from  him  his  taste 
in  a  mechanical  line  and  also  the  father's  pro- 
nounced skill.    Eli  Whitney,  of  cotton-gin  fame, 
I  as  well  as  of  firearms  note,  was  a  descendant  of  the 
j  same  remote  ancestor  as  is  Amos, 
j       In  1852  Francis  A.  Pratt,  now  of  the  Pratt  & 
I  Whitney  Co.,  came  to  Plartford  to  take  a  position 
I  in  the  pistol  factory  of  Col.  Colt,  w'here  he  was  em- 
'  ployed  until  1854,  when  he  accepted  the  position 
I  of  superintendent  of  the  Phoenix  Iron  Works,  and 
j  about  this  time  or  a  little  previously  young  Whit- 
i  ney  went  to  the  same  works,  which  were  then  con- 
i  ducted  by  Levi  Lincoln  and  his  two  sons.  These 
two  young  machinists — Pratt  and  Whitney — were 
closely  associated  as  superintendent  and  contractor 
at  the  Phcenix  Iron  Works,  and  although  remain- 
I  ing  with  the  firm  until  1864,  in  the  summer  of 
I  i860  rented  a  room  on  Potter  street,  and  begaii 
I  doing  some  work  on  their  own  account  in  manu-, 
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faciuriiig-  a  little  niachino  called  a  "spooler,"  for 
the  \\  illiiuantic  LiiKii  Co..  wlio  owned  the  device 
lor  winding  thread — the  Conant  patent.  This  was 
the  beginning  of  the  great  I'ratL  \\"hitney  Co. 
ol  to-day.  I'he  following  J'Vbruary  from  their 
start  these  gentlemen  were  burned  out,  but  a  month 
later  saw  tiieni  again  settled  for  business  in  w^hat 
%vas  then  the  W  oods  building,  in  the  rear  of  the 
Tinu's  oftice,  where  they  continued  to  spread  through 
one  room  after  another  till  all  the  available  space 
was  outgrown  by  the  expansion  of  the  business. 
In  1S02  Messrs.  i'ratt  &  Whitney  took  into  partner- 
ship Monroe  Stannard,  of  New  Britain,  each  con- 
tributing Si, JOG,  and  the  association  has  snice  re- 
mained unbroken.  One  of  the  chief  products  of 
the  earl}-  firm  was  a  milling  machine,  designed  by 
Mr.  Pratt.  Since  then  there  have  been  nearly  7,000 
of  these  machines  made  by  the  company,  distributed 
to  all  parts  of  the  world.  The  design  of  the  ma- 
chine is  substantially  the  same  to-day  as  that  of 
nearly  forty  years  ago.  'Mr.  Stannard,  on  coming 
into  the  firm,  assumed  charge  of  the  running  of  the 
shop,  but  the  business  so  increased  that  Messrs. 
Pratt  &  Whitney  found  it  necessary  to  give  up  their 
positions  in  the  Phoenix  Iron  Works  and  devote  their 
whole  time  to  their  ow-n  business.  In  1865  the  lirm 
erected  the  first  building  on  the  present  site,  which 
•was  ready  for  occupancy  the  following  ^Nlarch.  From 
time  to  time  others  have  been  added,  till  the  plant 
310W  occupies  about  five  and  one-half  acres  of  floor 
room,  equipped  throughout  with  the  most  approved 
appliances  for  protection  against  fire,  for  the  comfort 
of  the  employes,  and  for  the  convenient  and  eco- 
nomical dispatch  of  work.  The  property  lies  on 
both  sides  of  the  Park  river,  with  the  tracks  of  the 
Consolidated  and  of  the  New  England  railway.-  on 
the  northern  border,  about  one-fourt'i  of  a  mde 
from  the  passenger  station. 

Beginning  with  the  manufacture  of  machine 
tools,  gun  tools,  and  tools  for  the  makers  of  sewing 
machines,  the  firm  has  gradually  extended  its  lines, 
till  a  partial  catalogue  of  its  products  fills  hundreds 
of  pages.  The  invention  of  the  typewriter  and 
the  bicycle  materially  enlarged  the  demand  for  tools. 
Since  the  advent  of  these  industries  the  company 
has  largely  supplied  manufacturers  throughout  the 
country  with  appliances  for  doing  work.  Here,  in 
applied  mechanics,  the  resources  of  science  and  art 
have  been  long  and  conscientiously  devoted  to  the 
task  of  embodving  the  ideal  in  the  real.  In  1866 
Roswell  F.  Blodgett  and  Seth  W.  Bisho  p  Ave  re  ad- 
mitted to  an  equal  interest  wdth  the  other  members 
in  the  partnership.  Owing  to  the  constant  in- 
crease in  the  business  it  became  necessary  to  organ- 
ize a  joint-stock  company.  The  net  assets  of 
^^3.6oo,  in  1862,  had  grown  during  four  years  to 
v>75.poo,  and  the  next  three  vears  they  made  and 
put  into  the  business  a  clean  profit  of  $100,000.  In 
July,  1869,  the  Pratt  &  Whitney  Co.  was  formed, 
with  a  capital  of  $350,000.  From  that  day  to 
this  but  $150,000  in  cash  has  been  put  into  the 


business — the  rest  of  the  increase  of  capital  has 
been  earned.    A  stock  di\  idend  was  declared  a  few 
years  later,  and  the  capital  was  increased  to  S500,- 
000  (to  S400.000  in  ii'^J^  and  to  $500,eK>o  in  1^575 J, 
where  it  remained  until  181)3,  when  the  company  was 
reorganized  with  a  capital  of  $3,000,000,  two-thirds 
in  prelerrecl  stock  and  one-third  in  common  stock, 
figures  which  were  based  upon  the  company's  as- 
sets and  earning  power.    The  company  has  em- 
!  ployed  as  many  as  i,iSo  hands,  and  manufactures 
,  a  larger  variety  of  machines  than  any  concern  in  the 
i  world.    When  the  company  was   reorganized  in 
I  1893  the  limit  of  production  for  a  year  was  $i,iiS,- 
000.    Willi  the  same  business  activity  now  the  es- 
tablishment could  produce  in  the  same  period  goods 
to  the  value  of  $^.000,000. 

In  1S82  what  is  known  as  the  west  building  w-as 
I  erected.    In  1887  the  company  completed,  on  the 
east  side  of  Fowler  street,  an  addition  of  four  stor- 
ies, containing  44,000  square  feet  of  fioorage.  In 
I  1891  they  erected,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Park 
]  river,  a  building  295  feet  x  45  feet,  two  stories  above 
the  basement,  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  small 
!  tool  department.    In  1895  they  built  a  forge  shop 
!  165  feet  X  50  feet,  and  lengthened  the  original  shop 
:  about  18  feet,  for  the  enlargement  of  the  offices  and 
I  stores  above.    There  are  now  over  233,000  square 
j  feet  of  fioorage. 

i       Back  as  far  as  1870  Mr.  Pratt  visited  Berlin, 
j  and  after  an  absence  of  six  weeks  returned  to  Hart- 
i  ford  with  orders  from  the  German  Government  for 
I  gun  machinery  to  the  value  of  $350,000.  Within 
I  the  next  three  years  he  made  three  trips  to  Berlin, 
i  taking  orders  and  delivering  to  the  government 
1  goods  worth  over  one  and  a  quarter  million  dol- 
lars.   Since  1888  the  company  has  made  over  four 
:  hundred  Hotchkiss  guns,  mostly  to  form  the  second- 
j  ary  batteries  of  our  new  war  vessels. 
I       Through  all  these  years,  and  up  to  the  spring  of 
1898,  ^^Ir.  Whitney,  our  subject,  was  superinten- 
dent of  the  works,  and  was  vice-president  after 
1893.    In  3.1arch,  1898,  he  became  president.  For 
!  over  forty  years  [Messrs.  Pratt  &  Whitney,  brought 
j  together  casually  at  first,  have  toiled  in  harmonious 
intimacy  to  the  profit  of  each  other  and  to  the 
wider  benefit  of  those  who  have  trusted  them — a 
rare  instance  of  such  business  and  social  relations. 
Mr.  W'hitney  has  always  been  an  indefatigable 
worker,  and  has  probably  put  in  more  than  ten 
hours'  work  for  every  day  since  he  was  fourteen 
{  years  old.  From  the  organization  of  the  firm  until 
I  1883  he  never  had  more  than  one  or  two  days'  vaca- 
I  tion  in  a  year.    He  has  ever  kept  in  close  touch  with 
i  his  men,  and  there  is  to-day  the  same  bond  of  sym- 
pathy and  loyalty  between  them  that  existed  forty 
years  ago.    Every  man  in  the  shop  feels  this.  One 
of  thein  remarked : 

"Mr.  Whitney  is  a  kind-hearted  man,  of  gener- 
ous impulses.  He  is  very  popular  with  all  of  the 
men  here,  and  all  feel  a  very  strong  allegiance  to 
him.    Whatever  he  promises  he  will  do.    He  is 
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jKn'coiIv  siraight-forward  in  liis  dealings  with  liis 
inrn,  and  tlicro  is  no  need  of  a  contract  with  him, 
ii  ill-  W'lrd  has  hccn  passed." 

.Mr.  \\  hitney  h.as  given  his  Hie  to  business,  lias 
no  laste.s  or  inclinations  for  public  preferment,  :.nd 
has  dccliiu-d  to  participate  in  political  altairs.  lie  is 
a  vtanch  Republican,  and  ck-e?  his  duty  as  a  eiti- 
7xn  in  this  line, -^hvays  taking-  a  great  deal  of  in- 
terest in  party  questions  and  matters.  He  is  a 
man  of  decidedly  domestic  tastes,  and  enjoys  his 
beautiful  home  on  the  corner  of  \\'hitney  street 
and  Farmington  avenue.  For  thirty  years  past  he 
lias  traveled  for  his  company  nearly  one-third  of  the 
lime,  and  is  in  very  clo^e  touch  with  the  hundreds 
of  customers  of  the  great  concern.  He  is  a  director 
in  the  Pratt  &  Cady  Co. ;  is  president  of  and  a  di- 
rector in  the  Gray  Pay  Station  Telephone  Co.;  also 
a  director  in  the  Co-operative  Savings  Bank. 

On  Sept.  8,  i856,_]\Ir.  Whitney  was  married  at 
Hartford  to  ]\Iiss  Laura  Johnson,  who  was  born 
Nov.  9,  1837,  and  the  union  has  been  blessed  with 
children  as  follows:  Nellie  H.,  born  in  1S60,  died 
in  1S65 ;  Nettie  L. ;  and  Clarence  Edgar.  The  lat- 
ter studied  at  the  ^Massachusetts  Instiiute  of  Tech- 
nology, later  passed  through  a  similar  training  in 
the  shop  and  in  the  office  of  the  company,  and  re- 
signed in  ^March,  1896,  to  organize  and  manage  the 
^\  hitnev  Manufacturing"  Co.,  which  within  a  year 
was  em.ploying  over  one  hundred  hands. 

CHARLES  ROLLIX  BUNNELL,  proprietor 
of  a  prosperous  wood-turning  establishment  in  Bris- 
tol, is  a  native  of  Connecticut,  born  in  Burlington 
Feb.  27,  1829.  The  name  was  originally  spelled 
Bunei,  then  Bunnel  and,  later,  Bunnell. 

Hezekiah  Bunnell,  great-great-grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  1702  in  Cheshire,  Conn., 
whence  he  moved  to  Burlington,  Hartford  county. 
He  married  Esther  Plumb,  and  they  had  seven  sons. 
Hezekiah  took  up  an  extensive  tract  of  land  in 
Burlington,  and  when  he  died,  'Slav  25,  1764,  he 
willed  to  each  of  his  sons  a  large  farm.  The 
mother  passed  from  earth  Dec.  20,  1768. 

Nathaniel  Bunnell,  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  1733,  and  was  frozen  to  death 
Dec.  15,  1759,  a  severe  snowstorm  overtaking  him 
while  he  was  out  deer  hunting.  In  1756  he  married 
Thankful  Spencer,  who  was  born  in  1735,  and  died 
Jan.  25,  1817.    They  had  three  children. 

Nathaniel  Bunnell,  grandfather  of  our  suliject, 
w-as  born  ^lay  20,  175S,  and  died  Aug.  22.  1828. 
He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  in  connection 
was  also  a  basketmaker,  which  was  a  profitable  in- 
dustry in  those  days.  He  served  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  Twice  married,  his  second  wife  was 
Rhoda  (Bates),  born  Oct.  5,  1761,  and  died  July 
29.  1852.  Their  children:  (i)  Dinah,  born  Dec. 
12,  1795,  died  April  23,  1875,  married  Royal 
Grover.  (2)  Laura,  born  ^vlarch  24,  1798,  died 
Aug.  27,  1828.  (3)  Phileta,  born  Feb.  10,  1800. 
died  Nov.  15,  1815.    (4)  Allen,  born  Feb.  7,  1802, 


died  IMay  20,  1S73.  (5)  Susannah,  born  Oct.  27, 
1804,  died  in  1831.  i^G)  Tliomas,  born  Nov.  9, 
1800,  died  Feb.  11,  1S95.    Of  these, 

Allen  Bunnell,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Burlington,  Cunii.,  received  his  education  there 
and  learned  the  trade  of  carri.-igcmaker.    When  a 
young  man  he  removed  to  llristol.  and  carried  on  a 
carriage  sli'op  in  Divinity  street.    He  died  May  20, 
I  1873,  in  what  is  known  as  Fdgewood,  Bristol.  On 
Feb.  8,  1826,  he  married  Rhoda  Atwater,  who  was 
;  born  Nov.  16,  i8oo_,  in  Bristol,  a  daughter  of  Lucius 
;  Atwater.    She  died  July  20,  1879.  in  Bristol.  Their 
children:     (i)  Caroline,  born  Jan.  13,  1827,  mar- 
ried Franklin  Steele,  of  Bristol,  and  died  Doc.  o, 
{  1898.     (2)   Emily,  I.iorn  Jan.  30,   1828,  married 
i  John  H.  Sessions,  of  Bristol.    (3)  Charles  R..  sub- 
I  ject  of  this  sketch.    (4)  Susannah,  born  Sept.  16, 
I  1832,  married  Edward    Porter,  of    Bristol.  (5) 
:  Rhoda,  born  June  23,  18^5,  died  ]May  3.  1836.  (6) 
I  Thomas,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere.  (7) 
I  Sterling,  a    sketch  of  whom    appears  elsewhere. 
The  father  of  this  family  was  one  of  the  first 
Abolitionists,  and  was  one  of  the  seven  men  of 
i  Bristol  who  at  one  time  held  the  controlling  power 
I  in  the  town.    He  burned  a  keg  of  powder  all  by 
i  hmiself  when  his  three  boys  were  at  the  front,  cele- 
'  brating  the  freedom  of  the  slaves.    He  was  a  very 
strong  L'nion  man,  and  equally  aggressive  on  the 
temperance  subject. 

When  Charles  R.  Bunnell  was  a  child  of  two 
years  his  parents  removed  to  Bristol,  and  here  he 
1  received   his  education,  leaving   the  West  Street 
I  School  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years.    He  then  went 
I  to  Whigville,  and  learned  the  trade  of  wood  turner 
i  with  Ira  T.  Neal,  who  was  conducting  a  wagon 
j  and  sled  factory  in  that  village.     After  a  year 
i  there  he  returned  to   Bristol,  and    for  one  year 
!  worked  for  Cummings  &  Burdick,  turning  handles ; 
i  thence  returned  to  Whigville,  and  took  a  contract 
!  with  Thomas  and  David  Lowrey,  turning  parts  for 
I  baby  carriages,  etc.,  one    year;    thence  went  to 
j  L'i'nionville   and   worked   for   \\'inston   &  Tolles, 
!  makers  of  furniture  knobs,  remaining-  about  one 
I  year.    Our  subject  then  once  more  located  at  ^^'hig- 
i  ville,  and  again  worked  for  the  Lowreys,  about  six 
1  months,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  returned  to 
!  Edgewood    (Bristol),   and   for  about  two  years 
I  worked  for  A.  L.  &         \\'inston.    From  Edge- 
!  wood  he  went  to  Ansonia,  and  here  worked  one 
!  year  at  his  trade,  turning  clock  trimmings  for  Car- 
ter &  Williams,  who  had  a  contract  with  the  Jerome 
Clock  Co.    About  this  time  ^slr.  Bunnell  took  it 
into  his  head  to  try  his  fortune  in  California,  but 
on  reaching  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  was  taken  sick 
while  waiting  to  get  farther.    He  sojourned  there 
a  few  weeks,  and  then  returned  to  Connecticut,  and 
once  more  locating  in  Edgewood  went  to  work  for 
the  Winstons,  remaining  one  year.    From  there  he 
went  to  E.  K.  Jones'  establishment,  in  Whigville, 
continuing  about  three  years.    In  1855  he  went  to 
'  Illinois,  and  applied  himself  to  farming  one  sum- 
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nicr:  then  returned  ;uul  entered  the  employ  of  Gen. 
lohn  X.  J'.unneil.  ai  L'nionville,  luruinLi'  >ilk  spools. 
Aiur  about  a  vear  llicre  he  took  a  eontract  with 
a  larL;e  inrnitine  factory  at  L'nionville  to  do  tlicir 
turning,'  f<'r  ai>>'Ut  one  )ear ;  then  went  to  work  for 
the  Slanlev  Rule  "S:  Level  Co.,  of  Xew  ilritain, 
remaining;  witii  that  firni  some  four  years,  or  until 

Jn  that  vear,  on  Aug.  6,  he  enlisted  in  Companv 

14th  Conn.  \'.  1.  lie  participated  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Antietam,  l-"redericksburg-  and  Chancellors- 
villc,  in  which  latter  engagement  he  was  wounded 
in  tlie  right  hand,  necessitating  his  being  conlined 
for  three  months  in  Carver  Hospital,  in  Washing- 
ton, D.  C;  on  Aug.  17,  1863.  he  was  discharged 
on  account  of  disability.  After  returning  from 
the  army  (which,  by  the  way,  he  had  joined  in 
order  to  save  his  father,  aged  sixtv  years,  from 
going  to  the  front),  he  again  worked  for  th.e  Stan- 
lev  Rule  &  Level  Co..  in  Xew  Britain,  as  a  con- 
ti actor,  remaining  two  years  at  wootl  turning. 

In  1S65  our  subject  and  his  brother  Thoiuas, 
who  had  just  rettirned  from  the  war,  embarked  in 
the  wood-turning  business  in  ^^  higville,  and  con- 
tinued in  partnership  one  year,  at  the  end  of  which 
t.me  Charles  bought  out  his  brother's  share,  car- 
ried on  the  business  alone  for  a  few  months,  and 
then  took  into  partnership  J.  B.  Smith,  the  firm 
becoming  Bunnell  &  Smith  and  so  remaining  some 
fourteen  years,  our  subject  then  selling  out  to 
Brother  Friend  Siuith,  and  the  business  was  then 
carried  on  under  the  firm  name  of  Smith  Bros. 
Removing  to  Bristol,  !Mr.  Bunnell  took  his  son-in- 
law,  Lester  L.  Lowrey,  into  partnership  in  a  wood- 
tiirning  business  on  Park  street,  but  2\Ir.  Lowrey 
returned  to  Burlington  after  one  year,  and  our 
subject  has  since  continued  the  business  alone.  It 
is  now  located  on  W'olcott  street,  and  its  specialties 
are  tool  handles  and  small  turning. 

On  June  3,  1S49,  Mr.  Bunnell  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Annis  [Maria  Bowen,  who  was  born 
May  21,  1829.  in  Shefiiield,  ^vlass.,  a  daughter  of 
Chester  (a  veteran  of  the  war  of  1812 )  and  Lucinda 
(Ford)  Bowen,  and  granddaughter  of  Joseph 
Bowen,  who  received  a  wound  at  the  battle  of  Bun- 
ker Hill,  for  which  he  enjoyed  a  pension.  The 
children  born  to  'Sir.  and  Mrs.  Bunnell  were  as 
follows:  (i)  Emily  Jane,  born  Aug.  21,  1S50.  was 
married  May  22,  18S4.  to  Jerome  Lewis  Gillette,  a 
pb.otographer  of  Atlanta,  Ga.  Their  chiMren : 
Lillian  May,  born  Sept.  11,  18S5 ;  and  Clinton 
Jerome,  born  Xov.  23,  1S90.  (2)  Lillian,  born 
Sept.  9.  1854,  was  married  June  3,  1874,  to  Lester 
Lewis  Lowrey,  a  wood  turner  of  Burlington.  Their 
children:  Charles  Romeo,  born  Aug.  16,  1S77,  died 
IVb.  13,  1883:  Edwin  Waitc,  born  Jan.  14,  1882; 
.\tinis  Bowen  and  Emilv  Bunnell  (twins),  born 
March  24,  1889  (Emily 'B.  died  Aug.  14,  1889); 
ar.d  Rollin  Bunnell,  born  Dec.  22,  1893.  (3)  Ida 
May,  born  Oct.  18,  1856,  died  Aug.  16,  1862. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bunnell  attend  the   services  of 


I  the  Prospect  jM.  E.  Church,  she  being  a  member 
thereof;  politically  he  is  a  I\epul)lican.  While  liv- 
ing in  Whigville  his  friends  in  Bindington,  un- 
solicited by  him,  ran  him  for  representative,  and, 
akhough  tlie  tuwn  is  strongly  Democratic,  he  came 
\\ithin  a  few  votes  of  being  elected.  Sociallv  he 
is  a  member  of  Gilbert  W.  Thompson  Post,  Xo.  13, 
I  G.  A.  R.,  at  "I'.ristol.  Mr.  Bunnell  has  alwa\  s  been 
an  active  man,  public  spirited  and  liberal,  and  has 
;  been  prosperous  in  business  affairs. 

A  notable  and  delightful  event  was  the  double 
wedding  anniversary  held  on  June  3,  1S90,  at  the 
;  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  R.  Bunnell,  on 
I  Divinity  street.  It  was  their  own  golden"  wedding" 
I  and  also  the  silver  Avedding  of  their  daughter 
(Lillian)  and  son-in-law,  Islr.  and  ]\Irs.  Lester  L. 
I  Lowrey,  of  Whigville,  who  were  married  at  her 
!  parents"  silver  wedding  anniversary.  During  the 
!  afternoon  and  evening  many  relatives  and  friends 
i  called  to  oiler  congratulations.  Both  parties  re- 
j  ceived  many  useful  and  valuable  presents. 

j  FIEXRY  FREDERICK  HART.  ^^Ir.  ILart  is 
I  by  birth  a  native  of  the  Duchy  of  Oldenburg,  hav- 
i  ing  first  opened  his  eyes  there  on  Sept.  18,  1845. 
George  Hart,  his  father,  was  born  in  Bavaria, 

but  emigrated  to  this  country  when  young  Henry 

was  but  five  years  old,  bringing  his  family  with 
■him.    The  elder  Hart  was  by  occupation  a  cutler, 

having  learned  his  trade  in  Germanv.  He  was  a 
j  well-educated  man  and  an  extensive  and  observing- 
1  traveler ;  in  religious  belief  he  was  a  Lutheran.  On 
j  coming  to  the  United  States,  in  1850,  he  located 
I  in  X'ew  York,  in  which  city  he  carried  on  the  manu- 
;  facture  of  cutlery  for  twenty  years,  his  place  of 
i  business  being  on  Duane  street.    He  was  a  skillful 

artisan,  and  his  business  prospered,  from  eight  to 
\  ten  men  being  usually  in  his  employ.  About  1865 
j  he  retired,  and  a  year  afterward  died.    His  widow, 

Catherine,  survived  him  until  1897,  when  she,  too, 
j  passed  away,  at  }vleriden.  Conn.,  having  reached 
I  the  ripe  age  of  eighty-nine  years.  Three  sons  were 
:  born  to  them :  Gustavus,  who  resided  in  ^.leriden; 
j  Albert,  who  lived  and  died  in  Hartford,  and  now 
i  rests  in  the  old  cemetery  there ;  and  Hcnrv  Fred- 
I  erick. 

Henry  F.  Hart  was  educated    in  the  public 
i  schools  of  X'ew  York  City.    He  was  an  apt  pupil, 
j  and  at  the  age  of    fourteen  had    completed  the 
curriculum  prescribed  for  graduation,  and  in  1859 
I  began  work  in  his  father's  shop.    When  President 
[  Lincoln,  in  1861,  issued  his  first  call  for  volunteers, 
i  the  lad  had  not  seen  his  sixteenth  birthday ;  yet,  his 
j  father's  consent  having  been  obtained,  he  promptly 
I  enlisted  for  two  years  in  the  25th  X^.  Y.  V.  I.  He 
saw  some  severe  fighting,  but  returned  home  with- 
out a  wound.    Among  the  engagements  in  which 
he  partici])ated  were  the  hotly  contested  struggle 
at  Hanover  C.  IL,  A'a.,  the  "seven  days'  battle"' 
before  Richmond,  .\ntietam  mid  South  Mountain. 
After  being  mustered  out,  in  July,  1863,  he  en- 
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tered  upon  an  apprenticeship  to  the  machinist's 
trade,  and  by  the  lime  he  had  attained  his  ma- 
jority he  had  become  a  journeyman.    He  learned 
his  trade  in  Xcw  York,  but  in  iSoy  went  from  that 
city  to  Meriden,  Conn.,  wliere  lie  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Wilcox  Silver  Plating  Co.  as  a  tool  maker. 
From  that  establishment  he  went  to  the  works  of  the 
Charles  Parker  Co.,  where  he  held  a  similar  posi- 
tion.   W  ith  that  concern  he  reinnined  for  twelve 
years,  becomin,^-  foreman  of  the  tool-making-  roorj. 
and  in  September,  1S79,  removed  to  Hartford.  For 
three  or  four  months  he  worked  in  the  tool  room  of 
the  W  illiam  Rogers  ^lanufacturincr  Co.,  when  he 
became  a  stockholder  in  the  Cromwell  Plate  Co.,  and 
was  given  charsje  of  the  tool  room..  Perceiving, 
within  a  few  months,  that  the  companv  was  on  th-; 
verge  of  failure,  he  returned  to  the  William  Ro^'ers 
Co.    He  was  given  charge  of  the  machine  burnish- 
ing department,  and  has  held  that  position  from  that 
lime  to  the  present,  discharging  the  difticult  and  re- 
sponsible duties  attacliing  thereto  with  an  intelli- 
gence and  fidelity  which  have  at  once  reflected  credit 
upon  himself  and  redounded  to  the  advantages  of  his 
employers.    At  present  he  has  under  his  personal 
control  m.ore  than  thirty  employes.    jNIr.  Hart's  suc- 
cess in  business,  while  not  phenomenal,  has  been  pro- 
nounced.   Beginning  life  without  financial  capital 
or  the  aid  of  influential  friends,  he  has  won  his  way 
upward  through  laudable  ambition  and  the  scrupu- 
lously faithful  performance  of  every  task  committed 
to  his  hands.    On  the  educational  foundation  laid 
in  the  grammar  schools  of  New  York  he  has  built  pa- 
tiently, wisely  and  well :  yet  his  capacity  for  broadly 
grasping  aftairs,  his  knowledge  of  men  and  compre- 
hension of  the  fundamental  principles  of  business 
have  been  gained  in  the  broader  school  of  practical 
exf>erience  and  through  actual  contact  with  the 
world. 

Politically  ]\Ir.  Hart  is  a  Republican,  and  from 
his  early  manhood  has  been  an  ardent  worker  for 
the  party's  success,  although  never  blindly  and  bigot- 
edly  partisan.  While  living  in  IMeriden  he  was  ap- 
pointed deputy  registrar  of  election,  and  since  mak- 
jng  his  home  in  Hartford  he  has  stood  high  in  Re- 
publican councils,  being  well  qualified  therefor  by 
keen  insight  and  executive  capability  of  a  high  order. 
For  four  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  committee 
for  the  Third  ward,  and  for  a  year  served  as  chair- 
man. From  1896  to  1S98  he  served  as  councilman, 
and  in  1899  '^^'^s  elected  alderman  from  the  ward, 
being  now  senior  alderman  and  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  public  buildings.  He  was  made  a  Free 
Mason  at  Aleriden,  becoming  a  member  of  Center 
Lodge  No.  97,  F.  &  A.  'M.,  in  1871,  and  filling  the 
office  of  junior  warden  when  he  left  that  city.  He  is 
also  an  active  and  honored  member  of  the  G.  A.  R., 
in  whose  welfare  he  has  always  taken  a  deep  interest. 
He  is  affiliated  with  Tyler  Post,  No.  50,  of  which  he 
is  past  commander  and  is  at  present  senior  vice  de- 
partment commander,  Department  of  Connecticut, 
G.  A.  R. 


In  1867  ?*Ir.  Hart  married  .Miss  Bertha  Bold,  of 
New  York  City,  whose  birthplace  was  in  Germany. 
Seven  sons  have  blessed  tlieir  union:  Charles  Henry, 
:  Henry  L.,  Ulis  J.,  Lewis  .M.,  Albert  B.,  William 
and  Raymond.    The  eldest  two  are  tool  makers ; 

•  Otis  J.  holds  a  position  in  the  office  of  the  city  col- 
j  lector;  Lewis  M.  is  a  druggist;  Albert  B.  is  a  letter 
I  carrier ;  and  the  two  younger  children  are  attending 
;  school.  The  family  attend  the  services  of  the  Wind- 
'  sor  Avenue  Congregational  Church. 

I       SIDNEY  ALBERT  KENT  was  descended  from 
the  Kcnts  of  Northern  Connecticut,  who  from  the 
1  days  of  the  earliest  settlement  of  the  Connecticut 
I  River  Valley  were  in  private  and  civic  life  among 
j  the  most  substantial  and  intluential  citizens.  Dur- 
j  ing  the  French  and  Indian  wars  they  were  found 
■  fighting  under  Gen.  Phineas  Lyman,  and  for  over 
two  hundred  years  the  name  appears  among  the 
responsible  and  trusted  officials  of  the  town  of  Suf- 
i  field. 

:  The  history  of  the  family  in  Suffield  begins  with 
1  Sergt.  Samuel  Kent,  who  left  Brookfield  in  1675, 
;  Springfield  in  1676,  and  as  a  permanent  settler  in 
;  Suffield  had  accorded  to  him  by  the  town  a  house 
I  lot,  containing  sixty  acres,  on  Feather  street,  twelve 
rods  wide,  and  running  back  to  ]\Iuddy  brook.  In 
1681  he  was  made  a  freeman.    In  1679  ^''e  'ilso  pro- 

•  cured  a  grant,  for  his  son  Samuel,  of  forty  acres,  and 
:  in  1682  a  house  lot  on  High  street,  adjoining  his  own. 

Sergt.  Kent  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  first  board 
i  of  selectmen,  and  re-elected  in  16S3-85-87.  He  went 
j  from  Gloucester  to  Springfield,  where  he  died  Feb. 
2,  1691.  He  made  a  will  giving  his  estate  to  his 
sons  Samuel  and  John  [See  Probate  Court  Records 
in  Springfield,  Book  A  of  Lands].  He  had  several 
children. 

Samuel  Kent  (2),  born  Oct.  26,  1661,  married 
,  on  Oct.  22,  1683,  Priscilla  Hunter,  who  died  ^vlarch 
j  7,  1694-95.  He  died  ^Nlay  31,  1740.  They  had  sev- 
j  eral  children,  of  whom, 

j  Samuel  Kent  (3),  born  Dec.  6,  1685,  died  Dec. 
24,  1763.  He  kept  the  town  school  for  the  year 
ending  March,  1710,  his  salary  being  27  pounds 
:  sterling.  In  lieu  of  cash  he  received  sixty  acres  of 
;  land,  thirty-six  of  which  now  form  the  homestead 
I  of  Harvey  Smith,  corner  of  Sheldon  street  and 
I  Taintor  Plill  road.  On  Dec.  28,  1710,  he  married 
I  Esther  Philips,  and  had  a  large  family, 
i  Deacon  Amos  Kent,  son  of  Samuel  (3),  was  born 
!  Oct.  16,  1713,  and  died  April  28,  1805.  He  lived 
:'  in  West  Suffield,  on  the  same  farm  afterward  in- 
I  herited  by  Sidney  A.  Kent.  On  Sept.  15,  1743,  he 
i  married  Sarah  Austin,  who  died  Aug.  16,  1804, 
I  aged  eighty-nine  years.  Their  children  were  :  Amos, 
i  Benajah,  Sarah  and  Lucina. 

I       Benajah  Kent,  son  of  Deacon  Amos,  was  born 
July  21,  1746,  and  died  June  15,  1821.    He  was 
j  twice  married,  first  to  Elizabeth  Brigham,  who  died 
Feb.  17,  1794,  the  mother  of  two  children.  On 
Aug.   22,    1799,   he   married    (second)  Hannah 
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Uanchett,  who  tlicd  April  4,  1813.  The  names  ami 
dates  of  birth  of  their  eliiklren  are:  Albert.  June 
20,  1800  (dietl  March  10,  i^So';  H^-lwin,  Doe.  f), 
1801;  Celia  and  Sidney  (twins),  Sept.  -'4.  1803 
(Sidney  died  July  15,  l8_7j;  Sanuiel.  .\ov.  II, 
1805.    Of  tliese, 

Albert  Kent  married  Sept.  21,  1S25.  Lucinda 
Gillett,  of  SutTield,  who  died  Aj^ril  27,  1855 ;  he 
died  ^lareh  10,  1853.  Their  children:  Caroline  Lu- 
cinda, born  May  25,  1827,  married  Anson  Cooley, 
of  Granby,  Conn. ;  next  a  son  was  born  Jan.  14. 
1829,  who  died  Feb.  17,  1829;  Albeit  Emmett,  born 
Sept.  I,  1830,  married  July  28.  1857,  Adeline  E. 
Dutton;  Elua  Ann,  born  Jan.  25.  1833,  married 
Oct.  6,  1855,  James  C.  Savage;  Sidney  Albert  was 
born  July  16,  1834;  and  Elmore  A.,  born  Oct.  21, 
1836.  married  June  30.  1870,  Mary  A.  Holman. 

Sidney  A.  Kent  was  born  near  Suffield,  Conn., 
on  the  W  est  Suffield  road,  in  the  same  house  in 
which  he  died  on  the  morning  of  April  i,  1900. 
As  above  stated,  he  was  a  son  of  Ailjert  and  l^u- 
cinda  (Gillett)  Kent.  He  received  his  education  at 
the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute,  completing  his 
studies  there  in  the  early  'fifties.  The  intense  and 
successful  business  career  of  Mr.  Kent  began  when, 
as  a  boy,  he  went  to  Chicago.  He  took  a  position  as 
clerk  in  a  general  trading  store  in  1855.  His  elder 
brother,  Albert  E.,  had  gone  to  that  city,  and  after 
having  been  admitted  to  the  Bar  gave  up  the  prac- 
tice of  law  for  commerce.  Both  Albert  and  Sidney 
had  inherited  business  instincts,  and  had  learned 
much  of  trading  in  their  home  on  the  Connecticut 
river.  In  1856  they  entered  into  a  general  com- 
mission business  under  the  firm  name  of  A.  E.  Kent 
&  Co.,  at  first  dealing  chiefly  in  furs,  hides  and 
grain,  and  exporting  all  sorts  of  Western  produce 
to  New  York.  Their  attention  was  called  to  the 
profits  to  be  derived  from  cutting  up  and  packing 
the  dressed  hogs  shipped  by  farmers  to  Chicago 
during  the  wunter.  From  a  small  beginning,  when 
1,000  hogs  were  bought  and  turned  over  to  a  prac- 
tical packer  to  make  the  experiment,  grew  a  great 
packing  business,  and  the  firm  fairly  took  the  lead 
in  developing  this  industry,  meanwhile  following 
the  grain  business  into  its  later  development  on  the 
Board  of  Trade.  Success  came  from  indefatigable 
industry  and  keenness  of  vision,  joined  to  absolute 
confidence  in  the  growth  of  the  Mississippi  Valley, 
with  Chicago  as  its  metropolis.  Ill  health  led  to 
the  retirement  of  .\lbert  E.  Kent,  and  the  business 
fell  to  the  sole  management  of  Sidney,  who  carried 
it  on  to  a  consolidation  known  as  the  Chicago  Pack- 
ing &  Provision  Co.,  in  which  he  long  retained  a 
large  interest. 

Mr.  Kent  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Corn 
Exchange  Bank,  of  which  he  was  vice-president 
and  president;  he  was  also  director  in  the  [Metro- 
politan Bank  and  Northern  Trust  Bank.  Fie  was 
one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Union  Stock  Yards 
&  Transit  Co.  of  Chicago,  as  well  as  a  stockholder 
and  director  in  many  other  large  enterprises  in 
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i  Chicago,  being  always  trusted  for  the  wonderful 
\  correctness  of  his  business  judgment.   He  was  noted 
as  a  man  of  the  fewest  jiossilile  wortls.    His  im- 
pressions were  usually  correct,  and  he  was  prq^ared 
I  to  stand  back  of  them,  but  he  never  argued  a  point 
involving  his  decision,  and  seemed  to  have  an  in- 
tuitive know  ledge  of  men  and  grasp  of  affairs, 
i       The  list  of  ^Ir.  Kent's  public  benefactions  would 
!  be  too  long  to  recount.    There  was  hardly  a  charity 
in  Chicago  to  which  he  did  nc>t  subscribe,  and  no 
one  can  ever  know  the  approximate  of  what  he 
modestly  gave  to  relieve  private  want.    Mr.  Kent 
]  was  one  ol  the  hrst  contributors  to  the  L'niversity 
of  Chicago.    The  beautiful  and  splendidly  e([uippcd 
i  Chemical  Laboratory  bearing  his  name  will  stand 
as  a  monument  in  the  city  where  his  busy  days  were 
i  spent.   Latterly  spending  much  time  at  the  old  home- 
j  stead  in  Suffield,  he  felt  that,  having  taken  from 
I  that  soil  the  inheritance  that  made  him  successful 
I  in  the  world,  he  owed  much  to  the  old  place,  and 
'  built  the  Kent  ^Memorial  Library  as  a  monument  ta 
'  his  parents.    It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  the  site 
i  is  one  which  was  by  the  town  allotted  to  Samuel 
I  Kent,  an  ancestor,  by  the  town  of  Suffield  in  1669.' 
j  Together  with  the  building  were  given  10.000  vol- 
!  umes  and  an  endowment  fund  of  $25,000  for  main- 
!  tenance. 

'  On  Sept.  28,  iS(34,  ^Ir.  Kent  married  ]vliss  Stella 
!  A.  Lincoln,  of  Washington.  D.  C,  daughter  of  Con- 
;  gressman  W.  S.  Lincoln,  of  Newark  \'alley,  N.  Y., 
j  and  two  children  were  born  to  them :  Helen  Lincoln, 
I  Jan.  30,  1867,  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  A.  F.  ]\Iorris, 
i  of  New  York;  and  Stella  Alberta,  Oct.  8,  1S69,  now 
I  the  wife  of  Hugh  S.  LeGare,  of  Washington,  D.  C. 
j  It  was  as  a  keen  and  far-sighted  business  man 
!  that  ^Ir.  Kent  was  best  known  to  the  world.  His 
i  gentleness  and  kindness,  the  sympathy  that  he  al- 
i  ways  had  for  the  unfortunate,  are  known  only  to 
'  the  circle  of  his  friends,  for,  with  all  the  force  of 
i  his  mind  and  will,  there  never  was  a  less  ostentatious 
or  more  modest  personality.  Such  is  a  brief  sketch 
;  of  one  of  the  strong  men  of  our  country.  No  bare 
;  historical  outline  can  present  the  qualities  that  en- 
deared this  rare  gentleman  to  those  who  knew  him 
j  well. 

I       ALFRED  C.  J.  WILLIA^IS.    In  the  fur  trade 
!  of  New  England  there  are  few  if  any  names  bettet 
!  known  than  that  of  Williams.    For  a  quarter  of  a 
century  it  has  been  a  prominent  factor  in  the  trade 
of  Connecticut,  and  as  now  represented  by  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  maintains  past  prestige  and  is 
widening  the  scope  of  its  influence.    The  particular 
j  trade  to  which  reference  is  here  made  was  founded 
'  by  Alfred  A\'illiams,  the  father  of  our  subject.  He 
was  a  skilled  furrier  and  a  successful  business  man. 
I       George  H.  Williams,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
i  ject,  was  a  lifelong  resident  of  London,  England, 
i  He  married  Ann  Cottrel,  a  native  of  London,  and 
to  them  were  born  six  children,  all  of  whom  are 
-  now  deceased.    The  grandfather  was  a  collector  for 
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Sir  llcnry  Moux's  brewery.  Hinisclt  and  wife  wore 
nicinbers  of  the  Kpiscoj^al  Churcli,  and  bolh  lived 
\o  a  L;(H)d  old  a^^e. 

Alfred  W'illiaiiis,  the  f;ither    of    our  subject. 
<I)ent  his  early  years  in  London,  his  native  citv,  and 
tlu-re  learned  the  furrier's  trade,     lie  became  an 
e.xpert  workman,  and  was  for  many  years  conriccled 
with  the  house  of  G.  Smith  &  Son,  one  of  the  most 
prominent  in  the  city  of  London  and  still  engaged 
in  business  there.    In  1S57  he  nn'grated  to  New- 
York,  where  he  secured    a    position    with  John 
Ruszits,  a  prominent  furrier  of  that  city.    Lie  re- 
tnaincd  with  him  until  1S59,  ^vhen  he  canie  to  Hart- 
ford, accepting  a  position  with  Strong  &  ^^'oodruff, 
the  largest  concern  in  the  city.    Lie  was  foreman  of 
their  fur  department  for  sixteen  years,  with  the 
exception  of  three  years,  when  he  was  manager  of 
the  manufacturing  department  of  Kingsburv,  Ab- 
bott, Gay  (S:  Co.,  of  New  York.    In  1S75  he  re- 
turned to  Hartford  and  began  business  for  himself 
at  No.  345  ^lain  street,  where  he  established  a 
manufactory,  and  for  some  years  did  the  work  of 
Elsworth  Strong,  C.  R.  Dix,  R.  G.  ^^'atrous,  James 
Daniels,  and  Priest  &  Daniels.    This  work  he  con- 
tinued for  a  number  of  years,  during  which  time 
he  laid  the  foundation  for  a  retail  trade,  and  in 
1S90  he  gave  up  the  wholesale  trade,  devoting  his 
entire  attention  to  the  retail  business.    In  iSSo  he 
moved  to  the  present  location,  Xos.  99  to  loi  Pratt 
street,  a  large  three-story  building,  on  the  first  Hoor 
of  which  are  his  large  show  rooms,  where  are  kept 
the  finest  grades  of  goods.   The  storage  department 
is  on  the  second  floor,  the  manufactory  occupving 
the  upper  floor.    The  thorough  manner  in  which 
Alfred  Williams  learned  his  trade,  and  his  later 
experience  with  the  large  concerns,  for  whom  he  did 
enormous  quantities  of  work,  placed  him  in  the  first 
ranks  of  the  men  in  his  trade,  and  widened  his  repu- 
tation as  an  expert  in  fur  trade.  Probably  no  man  in 
America  was  a  better  judge  of  skins,  and  of  the 
proper  methods  of  their  treatment  to  bring  them  to 
the  highest  state  of  perfection.     His  knowledge 
in  this  respect  was  sought  far  and  wide.    His  spe- 
cialty was  in  the  manufacture  of  seal-skin  garments, 
which  were  unsurpassed  in  quality.    He  was  recog- 
nized among  the  leading  business  men  of  Hartford, 
where  his  active  life  was  mainly  spent,  and  where 
he  died  in  1891,  at  sixty-two  years  of  age. 

At  the  time  of  his  death  -Mr.  Williams  was 
warden  of  Grace  Episcopal  Church,  in  Windsor, 
of  which  he  had  been  a  member  for  many  years, 
during  nearly  all  of  which  time  he  had  held  soii' ■ 
official  position.  He  was  a  member  of  St.  John's 
Lodge,  F.  &  A.  ]\L,  No.  4;  and  of  ^^lagnolia  Lodge, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Brooklyn.  X.  Y.  He  was  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Governor's  Foot  Guard  for  many  years, 
and  in  all  of  these  organizations  he  took  an  active 
interest.  He  was  a  Republican  in  politics,  but  in- 
variably declined  office. 

Alfred  Williams  married  ^lartha  A.  Farley,  wdio 
was  born  in  London,  the  daughter  of  Joseph  Far- 


ley, a  steel-plate  polisher  by  trade,  who  also  held 
Vhe  very  responsible  position  of  chief  bell  ringer  of 
London,  in  which  capacity  lie  was  famous.  He 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  To  Alfred  and  Mar- 
iha  A.  Willi;uns  were  born  seven  children,  five  of 
whom  are  living:  r^lrs.  George  H.  \\'illiams,  of 
Windsor;  Alfred  C.  J.,  our  subject;  Emily,  who 
married  Charles  A.  Gray ;  Annie,  who  married 
Frank  \\'.  Barber  in  \\4ndsor ;  and  Frances,  who 
married  Fred  B.  Bower,  of  }ilanchcstcr,  X.  H.  The 
mother  died  in  Hartford  at  the  age  of  thirty-six 
years.  She  was  a  member  of  St.  Tliomas'  Episcopal 
Church.  The  lather  ior  his  second  wife  married 
Emeline  A.  Tompkins,  who  was  born  in  Litchfield, 
Conn.  By  this  marriage  there  was  one  son,  Harrv 
B.,  who  is  now  engaged  in  the  insurance  business 
in  Hartford.  The  widow  survives  and  jetains  an 
interest  in  the  business  founded  by  her  husband. 

Alfred  C.  J.  Williams,  our  subject,  was  born 
in  London,  England,  Dec.  9,  1855,  and  wdien  an  in- 
fant was  brought  by  his  parents  to  America.  He 
spent  his  early  years  with  his  father,  was  educated 
in  the  common  and  grammar  schools  of  Xew  York 
and  Hartford,  learned  the  furrier's  trade  under  the 
direction  of  his  father,  and  although  he  had  sev- 
eral flattering  oft'ers  from  other  large  houses,  he 
preferred  to  remain  with  his  father.  In  1889  he 
entered  the  store  as  salesman,  and  shortly  after  was 
made  a  partner,  the  firm  name  changing  to  Alfred 
W  illiams  &  Son,  inider  which  it  is  still  known.  This 
partnership  continued  up  to  the  time  of  the  father's 
death,  since  which  time  our  subject  has  managed 
the  business  alone.  Alfred  Williams  &  Son  were 
the  only  exclusive  furriers  in  Connecticut  until  re- 
cently. They  employ  the  most  competent  workmen 
in  the  manufacturing  of  their  goods.  They  carry  a 
full  line  of  fur  goods,  and  their  trade  is  not  confined 
to  Hartford,  but  reaches  out  to  all  adjoining  cities 
and  towns,  in  which  they  are  well  and  favorably 
known.  The  firm  is  recognized  as  one  that  can  be 
depended  upon,  so  that  any  article  purchased  will  be 
found  as  represented.  The  judgment  of  Mr.  Will- 
iams, like  that  of  his  father,  is  the  very  best,  and  no 
customer  regrets  following  it  in  the  matter  of  quality 
of  goods  selected.  The  seal-skin  trade  established 
by  Alfred  Williams,  has  been  continued  by  our 
subject,  and  the  store  is  headquarters  for  that  line 
of  merchandise  in  all  this  part  of  Connecticut.  He 
has  ably  sustained  the  enviable  reputation  estab- 
lished by  his  father.  During  the  past  quarter  of  a 
century  they  have  exhibited  their  goods  at  vari- 
ous State  fairs,  and  upon  each  and  every  occasion 
have  taken  the  first  prizes  or  medals  otTered  for  the 
best  quality  of  goods  in  their  line. 

Mr.  Williams  married,  in  188:3,  ^Millie  K.  Bond, 
a  native  of  Hartford,  the  only  child  of  Lafayette 
K.  Bond,  a  cabinet  maker  in  Hartford  for  many 
vears.  To  our  subject  and  wife  has  been  born  one 
son,  Raymond  S.  ^Ir.  Williams  is  a  Republican  in 
politics,  but,  like  his  father,  declines  all  ofiices.  He 
is  a  member  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and 
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has  Iiokl  all  tlie  otnco*:.  lie  is  ]vist  master,  ami  upon 
(ho  expiration  of  his  term  of  ottiee.  in  iSSo.  he  re- 
ceived a  magnifieent  pa>t  master'^  jewel,  as  a  mark 
(if  the  resjx'ct  and  esteem  in  whieh  lie  was  held 
by  his  fellow  oltieers  and  members  eif  the  iodide, 
and  for  the  tiiorou<;hly  C'lmjielent  manner  in  which 
he  had  dischari:^ed  the  ilutie,--  of  the  oftice.  lie  is 
also  a  member  of  rythaL;ora>  L'hai)ter.  and  of  W'ol- 
cott  Council.  Xo.  i.  of  wliicli  he  i^  at  jiresent  thrice 
illustrious  master,  havim;"  tilled  also  a  number  of 
other  chairs.  He  is  a  meinl)er  of  Washington  Com- 
mandery,  \o.  i,  and  of  the  Scottish  Rite  bodies  up 
to  and  including'  the  thirty-second  degree.  He  is  a 
ineml)er  of  Connecticut  Lodge.  T.  (  \  <  ).  ]\.  and 
of  the  Encampment,  in  both  of  wliich  lie  has  taken 
an'active  interest,  and  heUl  a  mnnber  of  offices.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  the  An- 
cient Order  of  United  Workmen,  and  the  Order  of 
Heptasophs.  For  twenty-four  years  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Governor's  b'oot  Guard,  and  was  fourth 
sergeant  untler  Maj.  Kinney,  uiuler  whom  he  ob- 
tained his  discharge  in  1890.  After  leaving  the 
Foot  Guard  he  joined  the  veteran  corps,  and  was 
elected  captain,  serving  two  years:  he  was  then 
elected  major,  and  served  lour  years.  During  this 
time  he  was  instrumental  in  having  the  corps  adopt 
the  present  uniform,  one  of  the  handsomest  of  any 
veteran  organization  in  the  State.  For  six  years 
he  also  served  as  treasurer. 

Mr.  Williams  is  a  vocalist,  and  for  nearly  tw"enty 
years  has  been  connected  with  the  musical  interests 
of  Hartford.    For  seventeen  years  of  this  time  he  ! 
has  sung  in  the  Christ  Church  choir.    He  has  also  j 
sung  in  a  number  of  concerts,  and  has  organized  ; 
various  quartets,  which  have  appeared  before  the  j 
public  on  manv  occasions.     He  has  also  assisted  1 
musically  in  the  various  lodges  with  which  he  is 
connected.     He  plays  a  brass  instrument  in  the 
Sphinx  Temple  Rand,  of  wdiich. order  he  is  a  char- 
ter member.    He  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  trus- 
tees of  Connecticut  Lodge,  L  O.  O.  F..  and  is  also 
a  trustee  of  \\'olcott  Council.    Himself  and  wife 
are  members  of  Christ  Episcopal  Church.  j 

THEODORE  SHCBERT.  an  ex-soldier  of  the  | 
Civil  war,  and  a  greatlv  respected  resident  of  Bris- 
tol, was  born  in  Germany  ^lav  21.  1S36,  and  is  now  1 
a  trusted  employe  of  the  E.  Ingraham  Clock  Com- 
pany. I 

George  Leonard  Shubert,  father  of  Theodore, 
was  born  Sept.  4,  1803,  in  ^lainbcrnheim,  and  was  : 
a  public-school  teacher  or  over  fiftv  years.  On  , 
Aug.  21,  1830,  he  married  r^fagdcline  Eigelman,  who  ; 
was  born  Aug.  18..  181 1,  anrl  died  in  Germany,  '[ 
in  1884,  the  mother  of  the  following  named  chil- 
dren: Amelia  F..  born  July  31.  1831,  is  married  to  i 
Andrew  Winter,  and  is  living  in  Waterbury.  Conn. :  ! 
Lizzie,  born  Jan.  8,  1833,  is  tiie  wife  of  Michael  i 
!Myers,  of  Wisconsin :  Augusta,  born  in  August,  I 
1834,  died  in  October,  1842:  Theodore,  our  subject,  | 
is  next  in  the  order  of  birth  ;  Carl  F.  W.,  born  Sept.  j 


i<).  1838,  was  a  memlier  of  the  "t'lghting"  i6th  Conn. 
\  .  I.,  and  died  in  the  Andersoiiville  prison  [kw  Sept. 

1804:  Maria  11.,  born  Jan.  i,  1840,  is  the  widow 
of  Michael  Kunzenmun,  and  is  a  resident  of  Xew 
^'ork  Lily:  Ernestine,  born  April  8,  1841,  is  the 
widow  of  Frank  I'ariiisius,  and  lives  m  Winona, 
-Minn.  :  Eugenia,  born  in  ( )ctober,  1842.  is  married  to 
l-"rancis  Kerlier  and  lives  in  German\  :  Ernest  L., 
born  Oct.  31,  1843,  married  I'.abetta  Ridd.er.  and 
still  remains  in  Germany.;  Emma,  born  in  1848, 
also  lives  in  Germany;  Daniel  F..  born  Feb.  28. 
1849.  died  March  31.  1850;  and  Rosalie,  born  April 
10.  1852.  is  living  in  Lacrosse.  Wis.  The  f::tlier  of 
this  family  died  May  22,  1869. 

Lawrence  SluiIxTt.  grandfather  of  Theodore, wa"s 
born  in  1740,  and  died  in  1817.  He  was  the  leader 
of  an  orchastra  of  twelve  or  fifteen  musicians,  taught 
music  in  all  its  branches,  and  frequently  plaved  be- 
fore the  King  and  at  court  balls.  He  was  twice 
married,  first  to  a  Miss  Tittle;  his  second  wife,  wdio 
was  our  subject's  grandmother,  died  in  1850,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-three  years  and  eight  months.  Her 
children  were  George  Leonard,  mentioned  al>ove ; 
and  Amelia,  who  was  born  in  181  r,  and  died  in  1SS9. 

Theodore  Shubert,  our  subject,  was  educated  in 
Germany,  studying  the  last  three  vears  in  the  Insti- 
tute of  Technology,  from  which  he  graduated  at  the 
age  of  fourteen  years,  and  then  served  an  apprentice- 
ship of  three  vears  with  a  confectioner.  Sailing  from 
Hamburg  on  the  ship  "Diamond"  he  landed  in  Xew 
York  June  23,  1853,  and  thence  came  immediately  to 
Bristol.  For  three  months  he  worked  on  the  farm  of 
Orrin  Ives,  then  returned  to  X'ew  York  and  worked 
at  his  trade  until  March  i,  1854,  when  he  came  back 
to  Bristol  and  worked  in  the  press  room  of  X'oah 
Pomeroy's  clock  factorv  until  his  enlistment.  Aug. 
24,  1861,  in  Company  A,  7th  Conn.  I.,  being  the 
first  man  to  enlist  in  that  companv  at  Hartford;  at 
X'ew  Haven  he  was  made  a  cor]X)ral.  At  the  battle 
of  James  Island,  June  ib,  1862,  'Sir.  Shubert  lost 
his  right  eve,  which  was  struck  bv  a  fragment  of  an 
exploding  shell.  He  was  mustered  out  in  Decem- 
ber, 1862,  and  Jan.  24,  1864,  enlisted  as  bugler  in 
Company  A,  ist  Connecticut  Cavalry.  Xear  Fame's 
Station,  \'a.,  July  29,  i8'54,  a  ride  ball  passed 
through  his  right  foot.  Among  the  battles  in  which 
he  took  a  part  were  Hilton  Head,  Fort  Pulaski, 
James  Island,  the  Wilderness.  Fredericksburg,  Yel- 
low Tavern.  Petersburg.  Cold  Har1x)r  and  Stony 
Creek,  but  these  are  not  recorded  here  in  chrom-ilog- 
ical  order.  He  was  mustered  out  May  27.  1S65.  at 
the  general  hospital  in  X'ew  Haven,  where  he  had 
been  taken  for  treatment  of  the  wound  in  his  foot. 

After  his  honorable  discharge  and  muster  out 
from  the  service  Mr.  Shubert  returned  to  Bristol, 
X'ovember  i,  1865.  He  was  employed  in  the  press 
room  of  the  E.  Ingraham  clock  factorv  for  a  few 
months,  and  then  took  a  contract  in  the  same  depart- 
ment, which  he  still  holds,  employing  seven  men. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  .Shul)ert  to  Mary  Ann  X'ich- 
las  took  place  Oct.  30,  1858.    She  was  born  in  Ger- 
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niaiiv  Marcli  31.  1S37.  and  died  in  ]'>ristol  Feb.  22, 
n>0(\  lier  remains  bcinj;-  interred  in  tlic  West  cenie- 
terv.  To  their  marriage  were  born  n.inc  children  in 
the  lollowini::  order  :  (  ieorge  Leonard,  lK)rn  Aug.  28, 
1859.  dietl  I>ec.  13,  1877.  TIieMdore.  jr.,  born  July 
21.  married   I'.lla  Cde\eland,  of  Jlarwintun. 

Dec.  25,  1885,  and  lo  lliis  miion  was  born  one  child. 
IClsie.  Daniel  I".,  born  July  8.  1803.  was  married 
in  October,  18S0.  to  Emma  i'ohlman.  of  I'urlington, 
who  has  borne  him  one  daughter.  Jithel,  born  Aug. 
I.  i8i)o:  Daniel  V.  is  working  with  his  father  at  the 
Ingraham  clock  factury.  Amelia  F..  Iiorn  Xov.  25, 
1807,  was  marrieil,  May  20,  1891,  to  Peter  Reiser,  of 
Xew  llavi.n.  who  is  L-mployed  by  ]v.  J.  IJutl'y,  draper 
and  tailor  of  Hartford  :  no  children  have  been  born 
to  this  union.  Irving  F.,  born  Feb.  10,  1870,  is  em- 
ployed with  his  father  in  the  Ingraham  factory  :  he 
was  married  Jan.  i.  1895,  to  Lena  Snyder,  ot  Tcr- 
rvville;  to  this  marriage  one  chil  l.  Irving  T..  was 
born  Sept.  2,  18;/).  Edward,  born  June  22,  1872, 
died  Jan.  7,  1873.  Hattie  P...  born  Sept.  9,  1873, 
was  married  Julv  25,  1896,  to  Charles  R.  Good- 
cnougli,  of  liristol.  and  is  the  mother  of  one  child, 
CMive  Pearl,  bom  July  24,  1897.  Ernest  L..  born 
Sept.  14.  1S75.  is  bookkeeper  for  Charles  P.  Good- 
enough.  George  E..  born  Feb.  4,  1883,  is  employed 
with  his  father. 

Mr.  Shubert  is  a  member  of  the  Prospect  l>d.  E. 
Church,  of  which  his  wife  was  also  a  faithful  mem- 
ber, and  in  the  faith  of  which  she  passed  away.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Xew  England  Order  of  Pro- 
tection Xo.  12,  of  Bristol,  and  of  G.  Thompson 
Post  Xo.  13.  G.  A.  R.  In  politics  h?  is  a  very 
earnest  Republican  but  has  never  sought  office,  al- 
though he  is  an  unusually  popular  citizen. 

EDWARD  W.  KELLOGG,  M.  D.  The  Ke'- 
logg  familv  has  long  been  prominent  in  this  State, 
and  the  subject  of  this  biographv.  a  leading  phy- 
sician of  Hartford,  is  a  descendant  in  the  seventli 
generation  from  Lieut.  Joseph  Kellogg,  who  served 
in  King  Philip's  war,  and  was  in  command  as 
lieutenant  at  the  "'Falls  Fight,"  South  Hadley  Falls. 
]Mass.  His  name  first  appeals  at  Farmington  in 
165 1,  and  in  1659  he  removed  to  Boston,  purchas- 
ing a  home  on  Roxbury  road,  now  Washington 
street.  Later  he  removed  to  Hadlev,  ^lass.,  and 
for  some  time  was  selectman  of  that  tov/n.  He  died 
about  1707,  and  his  home  in  Hadlev  is  now  in  a 
good  state  of  preservation.  On  [May  9,  1657,  he 
married  Abigail,  daughter  of  Stephen  Terry,  of 
\\'indsor.  Conn.,  and  Ijv  her  had  twentv  children,  of 
whom  Xathaniel  was  the  twelfth. 

fll)  Xathaniel  Kellogg,  l>om  Oct.  8,  1669,  at 
Hadley,  IMass.,  removed  to  Amherst  in  1739.  He 
died  Oct.  30,  1750,  aged  eight v-one  vears.  On 
June  28,  1G92,  he  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  .'Sam- 
uel Boltwood,  and  thev  liad  nine  children,  of  whom 
Ephraim  was  the  eighth. 

fill)  Ephraim  Kellogg,  born  Aug.  2.  1709,  died 
March  16,  1777.    In  1741  he  was  marrie;l  to  Dor- 


othy, daughter  of  Sannicl  Hawlev,  of  Amherst, 
and  iuul  si.\  children,  oi  wh.om  Martin  was  the 
seconil. 

(  1\'  )    Martin  Kcllngg.  b,irn  in   1744.  died  in 
1827.     He  married  1  lannaii,  daughter  of  Zacheus 
Cri  cker.  of  Shuiesburv,  Mass.,  antl  thev  had  ten 
j  chiMren,  of  whiim  i'.ela  was  the  si.xlh. 

(  \'  I  I'.ela  Kellogg,  born  Aug.  24.  1780,  gradu- 
I  aied  from  Williams  College  in  1800,  and  studied 
i  theology  with  Rev.  Xathaniel  Emmons,  of  Frank- 
I  lin.    He  was  ordained  at  I'.roiikheld,  Conn.,  in  1S13, 
'  dismissed  in  1817,  and  in  1811)  liecame  first  pastor 
of  the  church  at  Avon.     1  le  was  obliged  to  give 
up- work  on  acc«.iunt  of  ill  health,  and  died  April  30, 
I  1 83 1.     On  June  0,  1805,  he  married  Lydia  Candee, 
who  was  born  in  West  Haven  Xov.  i,  1778,  and 
i  died  in  Avon  Dec.  3,  1843. 

I  ( \T  )  i>cla  Crocker  Kellogg,  born  at  \\"est 
\  Haven,  Conn.,  April  27,  181  i,  died  Sept.  30,  1802, 
:  at  Avon.    His  earl\-  boyhood  was  spent  in  Avon, 

and  he  learned  the  harness  trade  in  Hartford  in 
t  company  with  the  late  Henry  Keney  and  Charles 
i  D.  Smith,  all  being  apprentices  of  Thomas  Smith 
I  &  Co.  He  then  engaged  in  mercantile  business  at 
i  Avon,  and  for  some  years  was  a  leading  citizen  of 
!  that  place,  and  an  active  worker  in  the  Congrega- 
I  tional  Church.  He  served  twenty-hve  years  as 
!  postmaster,  and  was  also  justice  of  the  peace  and 

town  clerk.  In  politics  he  was  first  a  ^^'hig  and 
!  later  a  Republican.  On  Oct.  15,  1839,  he  married 
i  Marv,  daugliter  of  Rev.  John  Bartlett.  pastor  of  the 
i  Congreeational  Church  at  P.loomfield,  and  W  est 
\  Avon,  Conn.  She  is  descended  from  twelve  of  the 
1  "Alavflower"  Pilgrims,  including  John  and  Pris- 
I  cilia  Alden,  Eld.er  William  and  Mary  Brewster, 
I  and  John  and  Elizabeth  Howland.  Seven  children 
i  were  born  to  them:  Edward  W. :  Charles  A.,  a  resi- 
■  dent  of  Carthage,  ^fo. :  Wallace  B.,  deceased; 
I  William  H.  and  Jane  B.,  residents  of  Hartford ; 
'  Marv  B.,  deceased,  who  married  Yung  Wing;  and 
i  Francis  B..  ^i.  D.,  who  resides  in  Los  Angeles, 
!  California. 

(A'll  )  Edward  Wilberforce  Kellogg.  ]M.  D.,  was 
;  born  in  .A.von  X'ov.  29,  1840,  son  of  Bela  C.  and 
\  Tvlarv  ( Bartlett )  Kellogg.  His  education  was  ob- 
i  tained  in  the  public  schools  of  Philadelphia,  and  in 
j  the  high  school  at  Collinsville.  Conn.  Fie  studied 
medicine  for  two  vears  with  the  late  Dr.  Isaac 
'  G.  Porter,  of  Xew  London,  and  then  took  courses 
I  of  lectures  at  Ijcllevuc  Hospital  Medical  College  and 
I  at  the  X'ew  York  Homeopathic  Medical  College,  re- 
ceiving his  degree  from  the  latter  institution  in 
I  1867.  He  settlecl  in  Danlnu-y  the  year  of  his  grai'u- 
j  ation,  but  removed  in  the  sanie  year  to  Southington, 
'■  where  he  remained  until  May,  1871,  am!  has  since 
i  been  in  practice  in  Hartford.  He  served  for  three 
:  vears  during  the  Civil  war  as  hosj.iital  steward  in 
the  medical  d.epartment  rif  the  regular  army,  often 
!  performing  the  (huics  of  assistant  surgeon,  and  his 
i  commission,  bearing  the  signature  of  Gen.  L'.  S. 
!  Grant,  is  a  highly  valued  souvenir  of  tliaf  experi- 
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cnco.  lie  has  also  served  respectively  as  treasurer, 
vice-presit-lent  and  president  of  the  Connecticut 
Homeopathic  Medical  Society,  and  is  now  president 
of  the  Alumni  Association  of  the  New  York  liomeo- 
jiathic  Medical  College  and  Hospital.  He  is  a 
memher  of  tlie  society  of  Sons  of  the  Revolution, 
the  Army  and  Navy  Cluh,  and  the  Connecticut  His- 
torical Society.    In  politics  he  is  a  Repuhlican. 

On  March  7,  1807,  the  Doctor  was  married  to 
iMiss  Hilah  A.  Dart,  of  Xew  London,  and  they  have 
liad  three  children:  Edward  Russell  Kellocrg:,  M. 
D.,  a  physician  in  Chicago,  111.,  married  Hslher, 
dauci'hter  of  Alexander  H.  Allvn.  of  1  V'kivaii,  Wis., 
and  granddaughter  of  the  late  ex-^iayor  Timothy 
yi.  Allyn,  of  Hartford ;  they  have  one  daughter, 
Ruth  Hilah.  Arthur  Bartlett  Kellogg.  M.  D.,  a 
graduate  of  the  ^^ledical  Department  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Xew  York,  and  of  tlie  Xew  York  Homeo- 
pathic ^Medical  College,  served  two  years  on  the 
surgical  staff  of  Bellevue  Hospital,  and  has  been 
in  practice  in  Hartford  since  1S98;  he  married  Cori- 
bel,  daughter  of  ex-Lieut. -Gov.  \\'illiam  H.  \'en- 
able,  of  Georgia.  Robert  Belden  Kellogg,  the 
youngest  son,  is  a  student  at  the  Riverview  Alilitary 
Academy,  Poughkeepsie,   Xew  Y'ork. 

CHARLES  H.,  S^HTH,  a  well-known  broker 
at  Xo.  49  Pearl  street,  Hartford,  is  the  youngest  of 
five  sons,  and  was  born  Oct.  27,  1828,  at  East  Lyme, 
Conn.  His  parents,  Elisha  and  ?\Iary  (Gorton) 
Smith,  were  natives  of  East  L}-me,  and  were  mar- 
ried Dec.  26,  1808.  The  genealogy  of  this  branch 
of  the  Smith  family  is  traced  back  two  hundred  and 
fifty  years  on  the  Western  continent,  from  Boston 
and  Lancaster,  Mass.,  and  Saybrook,  Conn.,  to 
Richard  Smith,  one  of  the  original  proprietors  of 
Lyme,  Conn.,  and  from  whom  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  descended.  Facts  that  have  been  obtained 
by  patient  research  show  much  to  make  all  bearing 
the  name  feel  justly  proud  of  their  Colonial  an- 
cestry. 

On  the  maternal  side  the  record  is  complete  to 
the  famous  Samuel  Gorton,  who  arrived  in  this 
country  in  1637.  He  was  one  of  the  '"most  striking 
and  picturesque"  men  that  figure  in  early  Xew 
England  history.  "Frozen  out  of  Boston,  banished 
from  Plymouth,  driven  by  contentions  from  Prov- 
idence and  Pawtuxet,"  he  acted  an  important  part 
in  the  history  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  town  of 
Warwick.  Some  of  the  family,  about  17 17,  re- 
moved to  Xew  London  county,  Conn.,  from  whom 
!Mary  Gorton  traced  her  line  of  ancestry. 

Charles  H.  Smith  attended  the  district  school 
of  his  native  town  until  he  was  fourteen  years  old, 
at  which  time  he  was  sent  to  W'estfield,  Mass.,  to  be 
imder  the  supervision  of  his  brother,  the  Rev.  Will- 
iam Angus  Smith,  who  was  twenty  years  his  senior. 
Acting  upon  his  brother's  advice  he  entered  the 
Westfield  Academy,  where  for  two  years  he  \vas  a 
diligent  and  successful  student.    Lack  of  means 


!  compelling  him  to  abandon  his  academic  instruction, 
■  and  to  depend  upon  his  own  exertions  for  support, 
he  at  the  age  of  sixteen  came  to  Hartford,  and  be- 
came errand-lioy  in  the  emplov  of  another  brother, 
I  John  Gort^iu  Smith,  and  from  him  received  his  coru- 
'  mercial  training.    John  Gorton  Smith  commenced 
:  his  business  life  in  Hartford  in  1838,  when  nineteen 
!  years  old,  and  many  of  the  well-known  dry-goods 
:  merchants  of  a  later  date  served  their  clerkship  at 
the  "Long  Brick  Store"  under  his  tutelage.    \\  hen 
i  he  removed  to  Xew  York  Citv  in  1851,  the  errand 
I  boy,  who  had  advanced  by  steady  gradations,  was 
able  to  purchase  the  business,  which  was  located  on 
:  Main  street,  near  I'earl  street,  and  at  present  oc- 
i  cupied  by  the  "Boston  Branch  Grocery."    He  re- 
tired from  the  dry-good  trade  in  1871,  Brown, 
Thompson  &  Co.  buying  his  stock  of  goods.  After 
a  rest  of  a  few  years,  ^Ir.  Smith  engaged  in  general 
brokerage  business,  handling  stocks,  bonds  and 
j  Western  securities.    In  1894  he  retired  from  active 
i  business  life. 

!  In  1852,  Charles  H.  Smith  was  united  in  mar- 
{  riage  with  ]\Iiss  Harriet  E.  Hills,  whose  father, 
j  Howell  R.  Hills,  was  a  wholesale  dealer  in  boots 
j  and  shoes  for  many  years.  Mrs.  Harriet  E.  Smith 
died  in  1855,  and  in  1861  ^Mr.  Smith  wedded  ^liss 
I  Jane  T.  Hills,  daughter  of  Ellery  Hills,  a  promi- 
nent merchant  in  Hartford  for  over  fifty  years.  He 
j  has  one  grandchild,  Robert  Kemble  Smith,  the  son 
j  of  Charles  Howell  Smith,  who  died  in  1894,  aged 
i  forty-one  years.  Charles  Howell  Smith  was  secre- 
!  tary  and  treasurer  of  the  \'alley  railroad,  and  later 
!  was  engaged  in  the  brokerage  business  with  his 
I  father;  he  married  ]Vliss  Kate  Kemble,  of  Paw  Paw, 
:  ]Mich.,  and  resided  in  Hartford, 
j  ^Mr.  Smith  is  a  director  in  the  Connecticut  Trust 
j  Co.  and  the  Phoenix  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  vice-presi- 
!  dent  of  the  Smyth  Manufacturing  Co.,  and  has  been 
I  connected  with  other  enterprises  in  the  past.  Since 
i  1844  he  has  been  identified  with  the  business  inter- 
I  ests  of  Hartford,  and  as  one  of  the  oldest  citizens 
I  he  has  watched  its  growth  from  9,000  to  80,000 
\  inhabitants.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican;  in  re- 
ligion a  Congregationalist.  His  indomitable  energv 
i  and  perseverance  and  strict  integrity  in  meeting  his 
I  business  engagements  have  won  for  him  the  respect 
of  the  business  public,  and  all  with  whom  he  is  as- 
I  sociated. 

j  -     ,■    :  . 

i       LE\'IAT  S.  KXOEK,  a  prominent,  wide-awake 
I  wholesale  and  retail  merchant  of  Hartford,  is  a 
j  native  of  that  city,  born  Aug.  7,  1863,  a  son  of 
I  Joseph  L.  Knock,  who  for  several  years  was  a  well- 
;  known  business  man  in  Hartford. 
I       Joseph  L.  Knock  was  born  in  Amsterdam,  Hol- 
I  land,  a  son  of  a  real-estate  dealer  in  that  city,  who 
I  was  a  n'.an  of  prominence,   well   and  favorably 
!  known,  and  who  died  at  the  patriarchal  age  of 
ninety-two  years.    Our  subject's  grandmother  died 
when  his  father  was  a  child.    She  had  six  children, 
one  of  wdiom  is  yet  living  in  Amsterdam,  and  one  of 
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her  sons  was  wealthy,  Icavinj:::  when  he  died  100,000 
guilders  to  his  wile,  and,  at  lier  death,  to  an  orphan 
asyhini.  Joseph  L.  learned  the  trade  of  tailor,  and 
so  apt  was  he  that  when  only  thirteen  years  of  age 
lie  could  make  a  suit  of  clothes.  In  1850  he  came 
to  America,  settling-  in  Hartford,  whore  he  fol- 
lowed his  trade,  being-  employed  by  ]\Ir.  Goodhart, 
then  doing  business  in  I\Iorgan  street.  Having 
saved  his  wages,  he  commenced  a  new  line  of  busi- 
ness, that  of  peddler,  dealing  in  chinaware  and  bric- 
a-brac  chictly.  From  the  profits  of  this  business  he 
started  a  small  clothing  store,  and  later  established 
a  loan  business,  also  investing  in  real  estate.  Being 
a  shrewd  buyer,  his  investments  pro\  ed  highly  valu- 
able, and  by  dint  of  tact  and  perseverance  he  ac- 
cumulated a  large  property.  He  was  in  business 
forty-three  years,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was 
among  the  oldest  merchants  of  Hartford.  By  his 
wife,  Hanna  (Blodesj,  who  was  born  in  Germany, 
near  Lissa,  lie  had  seven  children,  hve  of  whom 
grew  to  maturity,  and  four  are  living,  viz. :  Hulda 
married  I\Iark  Sherrick,  who  is  in  the  fur  business 
in  New  York;  Celia  married  H.  P.  Levy,  a  jeweler 
in  Hartford;  Leviat  S.,  our  subject,  comes  next; 
Adeline  being  the  youngest.  The  father  died  !May 
I,  1S93,  aged  sixty-six  years,  the  mother  on  March 
^3>  They  were  members  of  the  Reformed 

Jewish  Church.  Gilbert  D.,  another  son,  was  for 
thirteen  years  head  cashier  for  A.  Hollander,  cloth- 
ier, Hartford,  and  later  was  in  business  with  our 
subject.  He  was  a  man  of  prominence,  serving  in 
the  city  council,  and  taking  an  active  part  in  the 
affairs  of  the  place.  Sociallv  he  was  a  member 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  the  L  O.  B.  B.,  and  of  the 
Hubbard  Escort. 

Leviat  S.  Knock,  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  received  his  education  in  the  common  and 
high  schools,  graduating  in  the  class  of  '82.  He 
commenced  his  life  work  as  clerk  for  his  father, 
finally  becoming  manager,  and,  later,  on  the  death 
of  his  father,  succeeding  to  the  business.  In  the 
meantime,  from  iSSo  to  18S3  he  represented  "on 
the  road"  a  Xew  York  house,  in  the  fur  business, 
traveling  all  over  the  United  States,  and  visiting 
every  city  from  ]vlaine  to  California.  Upon  taking 
charge  of  the  business  of  his  father  as  manager, 
he  introduced  ir.to  it  many  new  methods,  and  in 
addition  to  clothing,  he  added  a  large  stock  of  dia- 
monds, jewelry,  hardware,  bicycles,  bicycle  supplies, 
and  sporting  goods,  musical  instruments,  electric 
supplies,  etc.  Upon  the  death  of  his  mother,  he  was 
appointed  administrator  of  the  estate  which 
amounted  to  some  S(jO,ooo.  In  the  spring  of  1900 
he  remodeled  the  entire  store,  taking  out  a  partition, 
and  now  has  a  place  of  business  sixty-seven  feet 
deep  and  twenty-two  feet  wide,  stocked  with  goods, 
and  where  he  employs  six  clerks. 

Mr.  Knock  is  a  Democrat  in  politics  ;  served  three 
terms  on  the  council,  being  re-elected  twice  in  suc- 
cession. He  drafted  the  present  Pawnbroker  Laws 
for  the  buying  and  selling  of  all  kinds  of  jewelry. 


I  bicycles,  junk,  iron,  and  everything  of  this  descrip- 
i  tion,  which  laws  were  passed  by  the  Legislature  in 
1  1894,  and  atkijitc-d  at  that  time.    He  is  a  man  of  a 
j  rare  degree  of  intelligence.    Sociallv  he  is  a  member 
!  of  St.  John's  Lodgc^F.  &  A.  ^I. ;  of  the  B.  P.  O.  E. 
!  and  K,  of  1'.,  an<J  has  held  a  number  of  offices  in 
j  these.    At  the  tinie  of  the  trip  of  the  B.  P.  O.  E. 
lodge  to  St.  Louis,  t0"the  National  Convention  June 
17,  1SS9,  he  was  chairman  of  the  ^^'ays  and  Means- 
committee.    During  the  summer  of  1900  he  visited 
the  Paris  Exposition,  and  incidentally  the  follow- 
ing countries:    England,  Holland,  Belgium,  Ger- 
many, France,  Scotland  and  Ireland. 

HENRY  CLAY  BURGESS,  a  wholesale  and 
retail  coal  dealer  in  Hartford,  with  yards  at  Tunnel 
No.  15,  Albany  avenue,  was  born  Oct.  25,  1831,  in 
Richfield,  New  York. 

3.1r.  Burgess'  ancestors  were  early  settlers  at 
Plainfield,  Conn.,  and  his  grandfather,  Capt.  Nathan 
Burgess,  who  was  born  in  that  town,  passed  his 
active  years  there,  engaged  in  farming,  his  death 
occurring  at  the  age  of  forty-six.  Henry  Burgess,, 
our  subject's  father,  was  born  and  reared  in  Plain- 
field,  and  removed  to  \Vest  Winfield,  N.  Y.,  in  1S21, 
and  to  Hartford  in  January,  1833.  He  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business  there,  and  followed  same  over 
a  quarter  of  a  century,  continuing  until  his  death, 
in  1859,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years.  He  was  a. 
Whig  in  politics,  and  served  in  the  common  council. 
In  religious  faith  he  was  a  Baptist,  and  his  upright 
character  won  for  him  a  large  circle  of  friends  in 
Hartford  and  vicinity.  He  married  Nancy  Goff , 
a  native  of  Rehoboth.  ]\Iass.,  who  removed  to  Plain- 
field  in  her  girlhood,  later  to  West  Winfield,  N.  Y., 
and  died  in  Hartford,  aged  sixty-three.  Her  uncle, 
Nathan  Gofl:',  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  ^Nlr. 
and  ]Mrs.  Burgess  had  five  children,  three  of  whom 
are  living:    Cornelia  E.,  Anna  ]Vl.,  and  Henry  Clay. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  comrnon  schools 
of  Hartford,  and  at  an  early  age  began  to  gain  a 
practical  knowledge  of  his  father's  business,  to 
which  he  was  admitted  as  a  partner  and  finally  suc- 
ceeded at  his  father's  death.  After  carrying  it  on 
alone  for  some  years  he  took  charge  of  William  S. 
White's  lumber  yard,  continuing  same  eighteen 
years.  He  has  since  been  in  business  for  liimself, 
a  period  of  about  twelve  years,  and  under  his  able 
management  his  trade  has  constantly  increased, 
being  now  one  of  the  largest  in  the  city.  In  1864 
he  married  Julia  E.  Williams,  of  Manchester,  whose 
father.  Dr.  Williams,  was  a  prominent  physician 
there  for  many  years.  She  was  one  of  four  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom  are  still  living,  A.  W.  C.  Will- 
iams, of  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  Clarence  Williams, 
of  Cheshire.  Mrs.  Burgess  died  in  1889,  aged 
fifty-three  years.  She  was  for  many  years  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church.  Our  subject  is 
a  Republican  in  politics,  and  a  meniber  of  Hartford 
Lodge,  No.  88,  F.  &  A.  M.,  the  Knights  of  Pythias, 
the  American  ^Mechanics,  and  a  number  of  insurance 
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urijanizanons.    Ho  has  liolJ  all  the  otTiccs  in  the 
K.'  ol  i'.,  aiul  i^'  treasurer  at  the  present  time.  In 
relii^ious  connection  he    belongs    to    the  l->ai)tist 
(."inircli,  and  has  taken  considerable  interest  in  the  [ 
chnrcii  and  vSunda\-school,  holding  offices  in  both.  | 

I 

WILLIAM    llEXRY    NOTT,  a  retired  con-  ' 
tractor  and  builder  residing  in  Bristol  and  an  ex- 
liero  of  the  Civil  war,  was  born  in  Rocky  Hill, 
Conn.,  Feb.  iJ,  1S44,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and 
Llizabcth  (Blinn)  Nott,  deceased. 

John  Nott,  a  native  of  W'ethersfield,  was  a  son 
of  W'illiaiti  Nott,  who  commanded  the  sloop  "Guil- 
ford" in  the  Revolutionary  war,  resided  in  \Vethers- 
field,  and  was  the 'father  of  three  children:  John 
(a  shoemaker  by  trade,  who  worked  principally  in 
Rocky  Hill  and  East  Berlin),  Oliver,  and  William 
Henr\-  Nott.  John,  father  of  our  subject,  served 
in  the  war  of  1S12,  and  died  in  Rockv  Hill  about 
1857,  having  lost  his  wife  about  the  year  1S47. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  in 
politics  was  a  Republican,  but  was  never  an  office- 
holder. To  his  marriage  with  Elizabeth  Blinn,  of 
Rocky  Hill,  were  born  seven  children :  Julius,  born 
June  II,  1819;  Edward,  of  Bristol;  ]Maria,  married 
to  Gurdon  Goodrich,  of  Rocky  Hill,  died  in  Miles 
City,  Mont. ;  ^Marshall,  married  to  ^lary  Ann  Whit- 
man, is  a  farmer  living  in  Griswoldville,  Conn. ; 
Selah  W.,  who  first  married  ^lellie  Hayes  and  later 
wedded  Alary  Hastings,  is  employed  by  Pratt  & 
Whitney  (lives  at  No.  18  Grand  street,  Hartford)  ; 
Emeline  is  married  to  William  \\'hitman,  of  West 
Hartford;  and  William  H.  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch. 

William  H.  Nott  attended  the  common  schools 
of  Rocky  Hill  until  he  was  eleven  years  old,  then 
Avent  to  W^ethersfield,  lived  in  the  family  of  Levi 
Churchill,  had  the  privilege  of  attending  school  in 
the  winter  season  until   1857,  and  then  came  to 
Bristol  to  learn  the  carpenter's  trade  under  his 
brother  Edward,  with  whom  he  remained  until  he 
responded  to  the  call  to  arms  in  defense  of  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  Union.    At  Hartford,  Aug.  24,  1862, 
he  was  enrolled  a  member  of  Company  K,  Sixteenth 
C.  V.  I.,  and  was  immediately  sent  to  the  front. 
He  took  part  in  the  actions  at  Antietam.  Fredericks- 
burg, Suffolk,  Providence  Church  Road.  Edenton 
Road,  Va.,  and  at  Plymouth,  N.  C,  where  he  was 
captured  by  the  enemy  and  confmed  in  the  loath- 
some pen  at  Andersonville  from  April  20,  1864,  un- 
til   September.    Tlience    he    was   transferred  to 
Charleston,  S.  C,  with  the  first  squad  was  placed 
m  the  exposed  hospital  of  that  beleaguered  city,  was 
confined  one  month,  and  was  thence  transferred  to 
Morence,  S.  C,  where  he  was  exchanged  Dec.  11, 
1864,  and  sent  to  Annapolis.  Md.    He  was  there 
granted  a  furlough  of  thirtv  days  to  come  home 
to  vote,  and  on  rejoining  his  regiment  happened 
to  he  on  board  the  gunboat  "Massachusetts"  when 
it  collided  with  and  sank  the  "Black  Diamond" 
»n  the  Potomac  river.    At  the  conclusion  of  hos- 


tilities, the  131  survivors  of  the  "Fighting  Six- 
teenth" C.  \  .  I.  were  honorably  mustered  out  at 
Hartford  June  24.  1865,  Mr.  Nott  with  the  rank 
of  first  sergeant,  and  was  one  of  the  four  that  was 
discharged  as  a  regiment  left  of  his  company. 

Mr.  Nott  now  resun.ied  work  at  his  trade  with 
his  brother  Edward  in  Brislol,  and  remained  with 
him  until' 1808.  when  he  went  to  Hartford,  worketl 
for  West  &  Lapaugli  and  for  Charles  Loohiis  for 
four  years;  then  went  to  -Middletown  and  did  busi- 
ness as  a  contractor  and  builder  two  years ;  returned 
to  Bristol  and  again  worked  with  his  brother  two 
years,  and  then  embarked  in  contracting  and  build- 
ing on  his  own  accouiit.  In  this  he  met  with  abund- 
ant success,  filling  contracts  for  the  building  of  the 
Baptist  church,  the  Gridlev  hotel,  the  elegant  dwell- 
ing of  George  W.  Mitchell  on  Bellevue  avenue,  an,] 
many  other  fine  dwellings.  In  1883  he  relinquished 
building,  having  secured  a  contract  for  the  sawing 
and  planing  for  the  E.  Ingraliam  Co.,  which  he  held 
tmtil  18S7,  when  he  secured  a  similar  contract  with 
E.  N.  Welch  &  Co.,  which  he  faithfully  carried  out 
until  failing  health  caused  him  to  withdraw  in  1892, 
since  which  date  he  has  not  been  actively  engaged 
in  any  business. 

\\'illiam  H.  Nott  was  united  in  marriage  Feb. 
14,  1866,  with  IMiss  INIary  Bulkeley  Smith,  daugh- 
ter of  Benjamin  Smith,  of  Rockv  Hill.  This  iniion 
has  been  blessed  with  two  children :  }\Iary  Day, 
born  Dec.  9,  1SG6,  was  married  Oct.  20,  1886,  to 
Harry  C.  Wright,  of  Bristol,  who  is  employed  in 
the  movement  department  of  the  K.  Ingraham  Co., 
and  to  this  union  was  born  Aug.  7,  1S87,  one  child, 
Guy  Maynard,  now  attending  public  school ;  Eliza- 
beth Bulkeley  Nott,  born  Aug.  29,  1869  ,in  Hart- 
ford, was  married  July  2,  1889,  to  Charles  E.  Dun- 
bar, whose  life  record  appears  elsewhere,  and  to 
them  also  was  born  June  26,  1S91,  one  child,  Win- 
throp  AA'illiam  Nott  Dunbar. 

I\Ir.  Nott  was  fornierly  a  member  of  G. 
Thompson  Post,  No.  13,  G.  A.  R.,  and  was  its 
junior  vice-commander  and  also  its  chaplain  ;  he  is 
a  member  of  Ethan  Lodge,  No.  9,  K.  of  P.,  in  which 
he  has  passed  all  the  chairs  and  has  filled  the  office 
of  past  chancellor  commander:  he  was  likewise  a 
member  of  Hull  Battalion,  No.  5,  Uniform  Rank, 
K.  of  P.,  but  resigned  on  account  of  ill  health.  In 
politics  he  is  a  stanch  Republican,  but  would  never 
accept  a  nomination  for  office.  He  and  family  are 
faithful  members  of  the  Congregational  Ch.urch : 
socially  they  stand  as  high  and  are  as  well  respected 
as  any  in  Bristol. 

JOSEPH  HENRY  WARD,  at  present  in  the 
real-estate  business  in  Bristol,  is  a  native  of  that 
borough,  born  there  Oct.  20,  1849,  a  son  of  Will- 
iam and  !Mary  W^ard. 

William  Ward  was  born  in  England,  was  a 
miner  by  vocation,  and  came  to  America  in  August, 
1846.  He  settled  in  Bristol,  and  at  once  engaged 
in  mining  copper  near  by,  the  nu'ncs  at  that  lime 
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hc'mg  very  prolific  in  tliat  incial,  l)ui  in  ii>4^)  wont  to 
Lalitornia,  and  lie  has  been  employed  in  many  mines 
in  all  parts  of  the  eonntrv  where  mines  were  to  be 
de\eloped,  and  was  minini;-  in  Xorth  Carolina  when 
the  Civil  war  broke  out :  but  he  always  recognized 
Bristol,  Conn.,  as  his  home,  liis  vast  experience 
as  a  miner  UMially  secured  ior  him  dominant  posi- 
tions, and  at  one  time  he  wa.s  superintendent  ot  the 
nickel  mines  in  Torringit.in,  Comi.  He  was  a  man 
of  diligence,  and  eared  much  more  fi>r  his  vocation 
and  travel  than  he  did  for  society. 

Joseph  II.  \\  ard,  one  of  the  eight  ehiUlren  born 
to  \\  illiam  W  ard,  received  liis  elementary  education  ' 
in  the  common  schools  of  Bristol,  and  later  attended  j 
Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College  at  Hartford,  { 
from  whicii  he  graduated  in  1869.    Shortly  after- 
ward he  bought  the  liverv  establishment  of  George 
C.  Gridley,  opposite  the  railroad  depot;  twenty-three 
years  later  he  sold  this  stand  to  S.  D.  Bull  &  Co., 
and  it  is  now  conducted  by  C.  S.  Barnes  &  Co.  2\It. 
W  ard  next  went  to  Durango,  Colo.,  where  he  was 
appointed  general  manager  for  the  San  Jtian  Coal 
Alining  Co.,  held  the  position  four  years,  then  re-  i 
signed  and  returned  to  Bristol,  where  he  is  now 
engaged  in  real-estate  business  and  in  caring  for 
extensive  interests  in  various  business  concerns, 
being  one  of  the  original  stockholders  and  directors 
in  the  Electric  Light  Co.,  and  interested  in  several  j 
other  of  the  larger  stock  companies  of  the  town. 

On  June  25,   1877,  ^Vard  married  ISliss 

Clara  ]\Iay  Burwell,  daughter  of  John  and  Clara 
Burwell,  of  Xew  Hartford,  and  this  marriage  has  i 
been  graced  with  four  cliildren :  George  Burwell, 
now  a  student  of  Yale  College,  class  of  1902  I  he 
was  a  member  of  the  base-ball  team  of  1899,  and 
this  year  {1900)  is  a  member  of  the  \'arsity  foot-  \ 
ball  squad)  ;  Alice  ]May,  attending  the  ^liss  Burn- 
ham  preparatory  school  in  Northampton ;  Bertha 
S.,  attending  the  Bristol  schools ;  and  Flavia  Allen. 
In  politics  }.Ir.  Ward  is  a  Democrat,  and  while  in 
Colorado  he  was  a  Bryan  delegate  to  the' State  con- 
vention. Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Royal 
Arcantmi.  Besides  his  tine  home  in  Bristol  he  owns 
a  cottage  at  Sachem's  Head,  where  he  sjjends  the 
summers  with  his  family. 

HON.  AL^IOX  BLAKE  PHELPS,  who  is  now 
representing  the  town  of  East  Granby,  in  the  State 
Legislature,  is  one  of  the  learling  and  influential  cit- 
izens of  that  locality,  and  a  rv;cognized  leader  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Republican  party  there. 

Mr.  Phelps  was  born  in  Sarahsville.  Xoble  Co., 
Ohio,  Xov.  26,  1866.  but  is  a  representative  of  one 
of  the  oldest  and  most  honored  families  of  Hartford 
county,  Conn.  His  great-grandfather.  Job  Phelps, 
was  born  April  20,  1750,-  in  the  town  of  Suffield, 
this  county,  and  there  spent  his  entire  life  as  a 
farmer.  Lie  was  a  land  owner  and  a  very  highly  re- 
spected citizen  of  his  community.  In  his  native 
town  he  was  married,  July  3,  1777,  to  Miss  Charity 
Moore,  who  was  born  Aug.  29,  1748,  and  died  Feb. 


22,  1827,  while  his  ileath  occurred  Oct.  2,  1S20,  and 
the  remains  of  both  w  ere  interred  in  Suffield.  Their 
children  were  as  follows:  Job.  born  Oct.  7.  1779. 
was  drowned  Sept.  15.  1702;  Jabez  Moore,  our  sub- 
ject's grandfather,  was  next  in  order  of  birth; 
Drayton,  born  Sept.  20,  1784.  died  .May  27,  1834; 
Jason,  born  ^Nlarcli  31,  1787,  died  March  0,  1858; 
and  Charity,  born  Jan.  14,  1791.  married  (first) 
Chandler  Owen,  and   (second)   Ransom  Hayden. 

Jabez  Moore  Phelps,  our  subject's  grandfather, 
was  born  May  20,  1782,  and  received  only  a 
country-school  education.  He  always  made  his 
home  in  the  trnvn  of  Suffield,  and  throughout  life 
followed  the  oecuiuuiun  of  farnnug,  to  which  he  had 
been  reared.  In  his  political  affiliations  he  was  a 
W  hig,  and  in  religious  connection  he  was  a  member 
of  the  ]\Iethodist  Episcopal  Church,  with  which  his 
family  were  also  identified.  He  died  May  8,  1848, 
honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him,  and 
was  buried  in  the  town  of  Suffield.  On  Jan.  i,  1805, 
he  married  Rebecca  Llamilton,  who  was  born  in 
Tolland,  Conn.,  Dec.  7,  1777,  and  died  April  13, 
1858.  She.  too,  was  a  member  of  the  ^.lethodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  was  a  most  estimable  lady.  In 
their  family  were  four  children :  Almon,  born  Sept. 
19,  1805,  died  Oct.  15,  1885;  Canfield,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  was  next  in  the  order  of  birth;  Rebecca, 
born  July  29,  1814.  died  unmarried  Oct.  23,  1SS5; 
and  Drayton,  born  Aug.  23  18 16,  was  married  Oct. 
19,  1851.  to  Charlotte  Dilil)le.  of  Southwick,  Mass., 
who  is  still  living  ( his  death  occurrred  ^March  30, 
1893.    By  occupation  he  was  a  farmer). 

Canfield  Phelps  was  born  July  7,  181 1,  in  the 
town  of  Suffield,  studied  civil  engineering  and  was  a 
well-educated  man.  When  a  young  man  he  traveled 
all  through  the  South  as  a  collector  for  a  clock  com- 
panv  in  Connecticut,  and  later  went  West,  locating 
for  a  time  in  Sarahsville,  Xoble  Co.,  Ohio,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  real-estate  and  stock  business,  and 
also  in  civil  engineering.  Subsequently  he  w-as  in- 
terested in  the  manufacture  of  lumber  in  Defiance 
county,  that  State,  and  was  the  first  man  in  the 
countv  to  erect  and  own  a  portable  sawmill.  For 
some  time  he  was  extensively  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business  there,  and  after  his  removal  to  Ed- 
gerton,  Williams  Co.,  Ohio,  continued  in  the  same 
enterprise.  He  became  one  of  the  foremost  citizens 
of  Edgerton,  held  the  offices  of  justice  of  the  peace, 
tax  collector  and  other  local  positions,  and  took  a 
deep  interest  in  the  cause  of  education,  doing  much 
to  advance  the  interests  of  the  ])ub  ic  schools,  and 
died  at  that  place.  Xov.  5,  1871.  being  buried  in  the 
cemetery  there.  He  was  an  upright  and  honoraljle 
man,  very  popular  in  business  and  social  circles,  and 
was  a  stanch  supiiortcr  of  the  Republican  party  and 
its  principles.  lie  married  (first)  Xancy  Gilkinson, 
and  to  them  was  born  one  son,  Orsen,  wdio  died 
young.  After  the  death  of  this  wife  he  wedded 
MissMary  Holley,  by  whom  he  had  four  children, 
the  oldest  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  the  others  being: 
Almon  B.,  our  subject;  Drayton,  a  resident  of 
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Williams  counlv,  (,)hio:  and  Lucy  R.,  the  wife  of 
Jidwin  Store.  I'ur  her  second  husband,  the  mother 
married  John  Batiershell  (now  deceased),  and  she  is 
still  living-  in  Williams  county,  Ohio. 

AluKin  J'>.  I'helps  accom[)anied  his  parents  on 
their  removal  to  Defiance  county,  Ohio,  and  later  to 
Hdg-erton,  w  here  he  attended  schools.  In  Williams 
countv  he  remained  until  he  was  sixteen  years  of 
age,  when  he  came  east  to  the  birthplace  oi  his  fa- 
ther, and  lived  wkh  his  uncle  Drayton  Phelps,  at 
Copper  Hill,  town  of  East  (iranby.  Hartfortl  Co., 
Coim.,  for  five  years.  Having  saved  a  little  money, 
lie  in  i88()  purchased  a  tract  of  land  near  the  Cop- 
per Hill  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  known  as  the 
Frederick  Stevens  farm.  This  comprises  ninety 
acres,  on  which  he  has  since  successfully  engaged  in 
general  farming,  dairying  and  tobacco  growing. 
He  is  a  very  enterprising,  energetic  man,  noted  for 
his  industry  and  business  like  propensities,  and  is 
very  popular  among  his  associates  and  friends. 

In  1889,  in  the  town  of  Granby,  ^Ir.  Phelps  was 
united  in  marriage  with  i\Iiss  Florence  Viets, 
who"  was  born  there  Feb.  18,  186S.  a  daugliter  of 
Julius  G.  and  ]\lary  P.  (Gillett)  Mets,  of  Granby, 
and  a  niece  of  \  irgil  E.  \"iets,  of  Newgate.  To 
them  were  born  two  children :  Xellie  and  Marv 
A  iets.  The  mother,  who  was  a  faithful  member  of 
the  Alethodist  Episcopal  Church,  died  in  August, 
1897,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Copper  Hill  ceme- 
tery. She  was  an  affectionate  wife  and  mother, 
and  her  decease  was  a  sad  blow  to  the  sorrowing 
husband. 

Since  attaining  his  majority,  ^Ir.  Phelps  has 
taken  an  active  part  in  poHtical  affairs,  as  a  sup- 
porter of  the  Republican  party,  and  has  done  all  in 
his  power  to  promote  its  interests.  He  has  served 
as  selectman  of  the  town  of  East  Granby,  to  the  en- 
tire satisfaction  of  all  concerned,  and  in  the  fall  of 
189S  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature;  He  is 
proving  a  most  efficient  man  for  the  place,  and  in 
all  the  relations  of  life  has  proved  an  earnest,  hon- 
est, upright  man,  and  a  citizen  of  whom  any  com- 
munity might  be  justly  proud.  He  has  held' nearly 
all  the  local  offices  in  his  town,  including  those  of 
school  director  and  assessor,  and  has  discharged  his 
various  duties  with  a  promptness  and  fidelitv  wor- 
thy of  all  commendation. 

_  HENRY  FRANKLIN  CORNING  has  become 
widely  known  in  business  circles  as  a  dealer  in  all 
kinds  of  leather  goods,  at  No.  83  Asylum  street, 
Hartford.  It  is  true  that  he  became  interested  in 
a  business  already  established,  but  in  controlling  and 
enlarging  such  an  enterprise  many  a  man  of  even 
considera1)]e  resolute  purpose,  courage  and  industry 
would  have  failed ;  and  he  has  demonstrated  the 
truth  of  the  saying  that  success  is  not  the  result  of 
g-enius,  but  the  outcome  of  a  clear  judgment  and 
experience. 

A  native  of  Hartford,  Mr.  Corning  was  born 
July  28,  1849,  and  is  a  son  of  Henrv  Corning,  who 


was  born  in  Hartford  -Aug.  12,  1818.  The  paternal 
grandiiareiUs  of  our  subject  were  Henry  and  ]£li7,a- 
beth  (Kaj-'iiell)  Claiming.  The  father  was  reared 
and  educated  in  Hartford,  and  for  about  fourteen 
years  after  reaching  manhood  he  was  engaged  in 
the  dry-goods  business  in  New  York  City.  He  is 
now  living  retired,  having  in  February,  1900,  with- 
drawn troni  the  lirm  of  H.  F.  Corning  &  Co.,  of 
which  our  subject  is  senior  member.  He  has  been 
a  lifelong  L)emocrat,  and  for  manv  years  has  been 
senior  warden  of  St.  John's  Church  and  Trinity 
Church.  As  a  business  man  and  citizen  he  has  made 
an  enviable  reputation,  and  is  deserving  of  honor- 
able mention  in  a  work  of  this  character.  At  Christ 
Church,  Flartford,  on  May  4,  1847,  lie  was  marrietl 
to  Aliss  Alary  Jane,  daughter  of  Ralph  Goodwin, 
and  to  them  were  born  four  children :  Henrv 
Franklin,  our  subject;  Alary  Elizabeth  KappcU ; 
Carrie,  who  died  in  Hartford,  in  1892;  and  Jennie, 
who  died  in  childhood. 

Henry  Franklin  Corning  was  educated  at  board- 
ing schools  in  Windham  and  Cheshire,  Conn.,  and  on 
Feb.  22,  1865,  entered  the  employ  of  Corning  Broth- 
ers as  clerk,  since  which  time  he  has  been  connected 
with  the  business,  of  which  he  is  now  at  the  head. 
This  business  was  established  by  his  grandfather, 
Ralph  Goodwin,  in  1812,  and  carried  on  by  him  until 
1858,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Henry  Corning 
and  his  brother  Franklin,  who  conducted  it  under 
the  firm  style  of  Corning  Brothers.  In  1874  our 
subject  was  admitted  to  partnership,  and  the  name 
changed  to  H.  F.  Corning  &  Co.  At  dift'ercnt  times 
during  its  existence  business  has  been  conducted 
on  Church  street,  Kingsley,  Central  Row,  Alain 
street  and  Asylum  street.  Thev  at  present  occupy 
the  building  at  No.  83  Asylum  street,  and  carry  a 
complete  line  of  horse  goods,  trunks,  bags,  pocket 
books  and  leather  findings.  By  fair  and  honorable 
dealing,  and  by  keeping  a  first-class  stock,  they  have 
built  up  an  excellent  trade. 

Air.  Corning  was  married,  N^ov.  12,  1873,  in 
Trinity  Church,  Hartford,  to  Aliss  Alary  Ellen 
Kenev,  daughter  of  Aaron  Keney. 

ALLEN  T.  BUNNELL,  a  well-known  farmer 
and  respected  citizen  of  Bristol,  is  a  native  of  Ohio, 
born  Oct.  19,  1836,  in  Geneva  [For  ancestral  data, 
see  sketch  of  Charles  R.  Bunnell  elsewhere].  Na- 
thaniel Bunnell,  grandfather  of  Allen  T.,  was  born 
Alay  20,  1758,  and  died  Aug.  22.  1828.  He  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  also  a  basket  maker.  At 
the  age  of  twenty  years  he  went  to  New  London, 
Conn.,  enlisted  in  the  Continental  army,  and  was 
present  at  the  burning  of  the  place  by  Arnold.  He 
was  twice  married,  and  by  his  second  wife.  Rhoda 
Bates  (born  Oct.  5,  1761.  died  July  29,  1852),  he 
had  children  as  follows:  Dinah,  Laura,  Phileta,'  Al- 
len, Susannah,  and  Thomas.    Of  these, 

Thomas  Bunnell,  father  of  Allen  T..  was  born 
in  Burlington,  Conn.,  Nov.  9,  1806,  and  died  Feb. 
11,  1895.    In  1827,  he  came  to  Terryville.  Conn., 
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Z'.A  f.  r  :i  time  taui^lit  in  the  old  red  scliool  liouse. 
I.UT  takir.i;  up  tli^  ljusinoss  of  tcaniiiii:  frcii^ht. 
t!ic  >i"»Kls  c.'iisi.^ned  to  liini  coining-  throuyh  the  old 
c:.\\i\  I')  I'lainvillc,  from  llicre  being-  distributed 
llirw.igl;  the  C'tuntiy.  His  teaming  cxjierience  dates 
U>  ni  tiic  ^ear  1S43.  \\  lien  he  drove  to  llarifurd 
every  o:he"r  dav  for  freight,  on  the  intervening  days 
n:rfkir,g  a  trip' to  I'lainville,  and  this  ho  eontiiuied 
i;',  ui'.iil  1S55  when  the  railroad  made  its  appearance 
in  tliat  region.  Mr.  Bunnell  then  commenced 
teaming  lK-t\veen  Terryville  and  Thomaston.  from 
iS;;  to  carrying  loads  of  merchandise  over 

the 'hills  of  Litchfield  county.  In  addition  to  the 
r-vguiar  freigiit  bu-inc^s  nier.iioned.  he  i.n  niany 
ycars,  in  corjipany  with  his  son  Allen  T.,  did  all  the 
teaming  lor  the  manufacturers  of  Terryville,  in- 
c'nding  the  ]-'agle  Lock  Co.  (for  nearly  twenty 
year.s),  also  .\ndrew  Terry  &  Co.'s  foundry  (for 
several  years'),  wlxrcby,  as  will  readily  be  seen, 
his  life  became  closely  interwoven  with  the  busi- 
ness historv  of  the  community,  in  which  he  was 
highly  estcen'.ed.  In  1S53  he  returned  to  Geneva. 
Ohio,  and  fur  seven  years  followed  farming,  then 
again  came  to  Bristol. 

In  1830  Thomas  Bunnell  married  Pamelia  Bun- 
rell,  of  Plyn-ionth.  Conn.,  who  died  in  July.  1864, 
the  mother  of  children  as  follows:  (i)  Miss  Olive, 
a  resident  of  Terryville.  (2)  Sophronia,  wife  of 
James  Andrews,  of  Terryville ;  she  died  in  Bristol. 
(3)  Allen  T.,  our  subject.  (4)  Angeline,  wife  of 
Amos  Jacques,  of  Geneva;  she  died  in  Geneva.  (5) 
Romanta  (not  married)  died  in  Terryville.  (6) 
Albert,  who  has  been  twice  married,  has  his  honie 
in  Terryville.  (7-8)  Two  children  died  in  infancy. 

Allen  T.  Bunnell,  whose  name  introdu:es  this 
sketch,  was  five  years  old  when  his  parents  re- 
moved to  Terryville,  arid  here  he  received  his 
schooling.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  commenced  as- 
sisting his  father  in  the  trucking  business,  and  so 
continued  a  couple  of  years  or  until  the  family  re- 
turned to  Geneva,  Ohio,  where  for  the  following 
seven  years  or  so  he  assisted  his  father  on  the 
farm.  Once  more  locating  in  Bristol,  later  remov- 
ing to  Plainville,  he  in  about  a  year  returned  to 
Terryville,  and  commenced  the  trucking  business 
in  company  with  his  father,  remaining  so  engaged 
some  eighteen  vears.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  in 
1877,  he  removed  to  Bristol,  making  his  home  on 
"sVolcott  street,  and  cngacing  in  trucking  and  farm- 
ing. From  1879  to  1893  he  did  trucking  (.nlv,  in 
the  latter  year  retiring  altogether  from  th.at  line, 
since  when  he  has  I)een  exclusively  engaged  in 
farming.  As  a  truckman  he  did  work  for  the  Ses- 
sions Foundry  Co.  as  well  as  the  merchants  of  -  e 
place. 

On  March  5,  1859,  our  subject  was  married  to 
J^Tiss  Sarah  INIaria  Xorton,  who  was  born  Dec.  24, 
1840,  a  daughter  of  Porter  Xorton,  of  Bristol,  and 
children  as  follows  have  been  born  to  them:  (i) 
Jennie  Antoinette,  born  Jan.  18,  1861,  is  living  at 
home.  (2)  ]\Iary  Pamelia,  born  Aug.  C,  1863,  mar- 


i  rled  March  27,  1885.  Charles  Hart,  of  L'nionvil'e, 
•  and  they  have  one  child,  Howard  .\llen,  born  Jan. 

6,  1880.  (3)  1-dorenee  Allen,  born  Jan.  19,  iSoo.  is 
I  hving  at  home.  (4)  Grace  Sarah,  born  July  i,  iS'i8, 
j  died  June  20,  1895;    she  married,  July  i,  1886, 
i  Henry  Fairclough.  of  W'olcott,  Conn. ;  their  chil- 
[  ciren:  Ruby  Ma}-,  born  Oct.  10,  1888;  Pauline  Bun- 
I  nell.  born  X'ov.  6,  1890;  Florence  Grace,  born  ]May 
!  9,  1893;  and  Sarah  Grace,  born  April  20,  1895.  died 
I  Aug.  II,  1895.  (5)  Charles  Romanta,  born  Jul\-  22, 
j  1872,  married  ]\lelora  Beardsley,  of  Plainville,  Feb. 
j  19,  1895,  and  is  a  resident  of  Forestvillc,  Conn.; 
j  their  children:  Allene,  born  June  9,  1897;  and  War- 
ren Russell,  born  July  15,  1899.  {6)  Alice  Gert- 
rude, born  Sept.  21.  1S79,  married  Xov.  8,  1899, 
Flerbcrt  Barnuni,  who  is  employed  bv  the  Xew 
Departure  Bell  Co.,  of  Bristol.  (7)  Bernice  L^dia, 
born  yiay  12,  1882. 

Mr.  Bunnell  and  all  his  family  arc  memlicrs  of 
the  Advent  Christian  Church,  of  which  he  has  been 
a  trustee  since  1890.  In  politics  lie  is  a  Repul^li- 
can,  but  takes  no  active  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the 
party.  A  man  of  energy,  he  believes  in  making  a 
success  of  his  life  work,  and  so  far  has  deservedly 
prospered  in  all  his  undertakings. 

XELSOX  AUGUSTUS  ^lOORE,  a  well- 
known  and  prominent  artist  of  Kensington,  was  born 
there  in  1824,  at  the  old  homestead  owned  by  his 
grandfather  probably  150  vears  agoj  the  family  res- 
idence is  still  standing,  and  has  recently  been  re- 
modeled. 

]Mr.  ]Moore  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  Deacon  John 
Moore,  the  progenitor  of  the  faniilv  in  America, 
who  came  from  England  in  1630  on  the  "Alary  and 
John,"  the  same  vessel  on  which  the  Edwards  family 
and  the  ancestors  of  Gen.  Grant  also  emigrated  to 
the  United  States.  Deacon  ^vloore  first  landed  at 
Dorchester,  3ilass..  and  in  company  with  Rev.  2\Ir. 
Warham  came  to  Windsor,  Conn.,  in  1635 — the 
same  year  that  John  Hooker  and  his  company  set- 
tled in  Hartford.  The  IMoores  have  nearly  all  been 
of  a  light  and  florid  complexion,  and  rather  tall. 
John  3iIoore  (2),  a  son  of  Deacon  Aloore,  and  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  was  born  in  Windsor,  and 
married  Hannah  Goff.  Their  son.  John  Moore  (3), 
was  born  in  Windsor,  and  in  1693  married  Abigail 
Strong,  a  representative  of  one  of  the  largest  and 
most  distinguished  families  in  America.  Their 
son,  John  Aloore  (4),  was  also  born  in  Windsor, 

i  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  was  married  Dec. 

;  2,  1724,  to  ?^Iiss  Abigail  Stoughton.  Roswell  INIoore, 
son  of  this  worthy  couple,  was  also  a  native  of  Wind- 
sor, and  at  an  early  dav  moved  to  Southington, 
Conn.,  where  he  followed  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
married  Desire  Dunham,  of  that  place,  and  their 
son,  Roswell  Moore  (2),  was  born  there.  He  was  a 
farmer  and  manufacturer.     He   married  Lovina 

i  Philips,  and  they  had  thirteen  children.    For  four- 

j  teen  consecutive  years  he  represented  Southington 
in  the  State  Legislature,  and  his  son-in-law,  Gen. 
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Graniiis,  represented  tiie  sar.ic  town  for  that  length 
of  time. 

]\o>\vell  Moore  (3),  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  Ix-^ru  in  Soullungton  June  28,  1793,  and  was 
lliere  married  Oct.  14,  18:23,  to  Miss  Lucy  Allen, 
wliose  father  was  an  expert  engraver  on  gold  and 
coj^per.  and  also  a  worker  in  gold.  Later  2\Ir. 
Miv>re,  who  was  a  inanufaetufer.  came  to  licrlin  in 
order  to  secure  better  water  power.  He  held  sev- 
eral local  ofticcs  of  honor  and  trust  in  Berlin,  includ- 
ing that  of  justice  of  the  peace,  and  as  a  member 
of  the  Connecticut  Light  Infamry,  in  which  he  held 
tlie  offices  of  captain  and  adjutant,  he  took  an  active 
interest  in  miliuiry  atiairs.  lie  was  religiously  in- 
clined, a  consistent  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  in  which  he  served  as  deacon,  and  a  strong" 
temperance  man.  He  was  well  liked  by  every  one. 
In  his  family  were  three  children,  of  whom  our  sub- 
ject is  the  eldest;  Ellen  Eliza,  born  Dec.  30,  1S28, 
in  Kensington,  graduated  from  ]\It.  Holyoke  Sem- 
inary when  ^lary  Lyon,  the  founder,  was  principal, 
and  died  Nov.  14,  1S60.  Roswell  Allen,  born  Sept. 
2,  1832,  is  a  manufacturer  in  Kensington.  In  early 
life  he  was  in  business  with  his  father,  under  the 
firm  name  of  1\..  !Moore  &  Sons,  who  were  the  first  to 
make  and  succesfully  introduce  hydraulic  cement 
as  an  article  of  commerce  into  the  markets  of  this 
country. 

As  the  father  was  a  man  of  some  means  he  was 
anxious  that  our  subject  should  take  a  collegiate 
course  at  Yale,  but,  though  the  latter  received  what 
was  then  considered  a  liberal  education,  he  neg- 
lected to  avail  himself  of  the  higher  advantages 
ofTered  by  his  father,  which  fact  he  has  in  later  life 
often  regretted.  Between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and 
twenty-five  years  much  of  his  time  wao  spent  in  the 
mills,  and  he  became  able  to  do  almost  anything  in 
the  line  of  mechanical  work.  The  year  1846  he 
spent  in  the  railroad  service,  which  was  hen  in  its 
infancy,  holding  the  position  of  local  agent  at  the 
Berlin  station,  on  the  New  Haven  &  Hartford  rail- 
road, which  then  had  its  termini  at  those  two  cities. 

During  all  these  years  Mr.  Moore  found  more 
or  less  time  to  gratify  his  taste  for  drawing  and 
ptiinting,  and  while  at  the  Berlin  station  he  main- 
tained a  studio  in  the  attic  of  the  little  depot,  where 
he  painted  a  few  portraits  for  his  friends,  gratui- 
tously. Of  these  it  might  be  said  that  they  bore  a 
resemblance  to  their  subjects.  Although  h-?  always 
had  a  love  for  pictures,  his  first  impulse  to  paint  was 
when  a  i>ortrait  painter  (the  father  of  the  present 
State  lalwr  commissioner,  S.  M.  Hotchkiss)  invited 
him  to  assist  in  painting  by  candle-light  a  portrait, 
or  a  study  for  one,  of  a  little  girl  who  had  met  with 
a  fatal  accident.  His  "assistance"  was  that  of  hold- 
ing the  light,  and  watching  the  progress  of  the  study. 
This  was  when  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age.  After 
that  he  embraced  every  opportunity  to  practice  in  a 
crude  way  the  art  of  painting.  On  leaving  the  serv- 
ice of  the  railroad  company  he  decided  tn  study  in 
Kew  York,  and  entered  the  studio  of  Thomas  S. 


I  Cummings,  now  the  only  survivor  of  thM>e  who  or- 
j  ganized  the  National  Academy,  of  which  .Mr.  Cum- 
mings was  trea-m-cr,  and  afterward  vice-president. 
!  Lal>.r  Mr.  Moore  entered  the  studio  of  D.  Hunt- 
j  ington,  now  and  for  many  years  the  president  of  the 
Academy.    On  his  return  from  New  York  he  con- 
tinued to  practice  his  art  at  his  home  in  Kensington, 
i  and  soon  his  love  for  natural  scenery  dr  ;w  hiin  from 
I  portrait  and  figure  painting  to  that  of  landscapes, 
:  to  which  he  has  since  devoted  liis  attention  with 
great  assiduity.    Few  artists  have  spent  as  much 
i  time  in  out-of-door  study,  in  painstaking  fidelity  to 
\  nature,  as  ^Ir.  !Moore.    His  sketches  comprise  a 
i  great  varictv  of  subjects,  including  all  seasons  of  the 
year,  and  have  won  favorable  mention  from  those 
having  a  high  appreciation  of  art. 
I       About  thirty  years  ago  Mr.  ^loore  erected  his 
j  present  residence,  near  the  ancestral  mansion  above 
I  referred  to,  and  to  its  natural  beauty  of  situation  he 
I  has  since  with  the  aid  of  nature  and  art,  added  such 
'  adornments  as  to  entitle  it  now  to  be  considered  one 
:  of  the  most  picturescjue  homes  in  New  England. 
!  Many  of  his  summers  have   been   spent   at  Lake 
!  George,  and  prior  to  building  his  present  residence 
I  in  Kensington  he  lived  for  several  years  in  Hart- 
!  ford,  where  he  has  since  spent  four  years,  m  order 
j  to  give  his  children  better  educational  advantages. 
He  has  also  spent  much  time  in  New  York  City, 
where  at  one  time  he  had  a  studio  in  the  Y.  -\J.  C. 
A.  building. 

i       On  Jan.  25,  1S53,  '}dr.  ^loore  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  ^liss  Ann  IMaria  Pickett,  who  was  born 
'  in  Litchfield,  Conn.,  June  3,  1832,  a  daughter  of  Hon. 
;  Alanson  Jasper  and  ^Marietta  (Smith)  Pickett,  the 
I  former  a  successful  manufacturer  and  merchant  of 
I  Litchfield.    The  children  born  to  our  subject  and  his 
'[  wife  are  as  follows  :  ( i )  Edwin  Augustus,  born  Aug. 
:  24,  1858,  is  also  an  artist,  and  has  reached  a  high 
degree  of  success  as  a  figure  and  animal  painter,  to 
I  which  department   of  art  his   attention   has  been 
cloieflv  devoted.    Lie  makes  his  home  with  his  fa- 
ther. '(2)  Ellen  IMaria.  born  Dec.  4,  1S61.  and  also 
at  home,  has  made  quite  a  success  in  miniature 
painting  on  ivory,  and  in  water  colors.  (3)  Ethel- 
i  bert  Alien,  born  Nov.  30,  1S64,  is  superintendent  of 
the  Stanley  Works,  of  New  Britain,  Conn.  He 
was  married  June  18,  1891,  to  Martha  Elizabeth 
Hart,  only  daughter  of  William  H.  Hart,  president 
of  the  Stanley  Works,  and  they  have  two  children 
— Barbara,  born  April  13,  1892;  and  Allen,  born 
!  Sept.  23,  1896.  (4)  A.  J.  Pickett,  born  May  3,  1867, 
!  was  married  Oct.  14,  1892,  to  Mrs.  Grace  Robbins 
Stanley,  and  makes  his  home  in  New  \ork. 

'Sir.  ]Moore's  ability  as  an  artist  has  been  justly 
appreciated  by  some  of  the  best  art  critics  in  this 
country,  and  the  "Connecticut  Magazine"  of  Feb- 
ruarv,  1899,  reproduced  his  painting  "The  Flang- 
ing Hills  of  ^leriden."  The  art  critic  of  the  De- 
troit Free  Press  truthfully  said  that  his  painting  of 
water  was  so  natural  that  one  could  drown  in  it. 
In  making  a  sketch  he  studies  carefully  every  point 
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in  the  i)icturo,  even  to  tlie  atmospheric  elYects.  His 
canvases  Iiave  been  exliibited  in  the  Academy  more 
or  less  tor  the  jiast  twcnty-the  years,  antl  he  is  a 
member  of  tlie  Art  Guild  of  Xew  York.  He  has 
painted  to  order  for  many  leading-  and  wealthv  men, 
and  his  works  are  scaliered  throughmu  the  \v(.)rld. 
several  being  owned  by  gentlemen  in  jaiian.  who  are 
acknowledged  as  critics  as  well  as  comioissenrs  of 
art.  As  a  landscape  artist  he  lias  an  enviable  repu- 
tation, and  among  his  patrons  are  some  of  the  most 
noted  jjicture  buyers  m  the  country.  When  Gen. 
Grant  made  his  trip  around  the  workl  Mr.  iNIoore 
liad  an  opportunity  to  visit  Japan,  as  ^'a-hida  Kion- 
ara,  the  Japanese  minister  to  the  United  States, 
w^anted  him  to  paint  a  picture  of  Fujima,  the  sacred 
mountain  of  the  Japanese,  for  the  emperor  of  Japan. 

Politically  Mr.  ^loore  was  hrst  a  \\  hig,  and  he 
is  now  a  stanch  Republican.  He  and  his  wife  hold 
membership  in  the  Congregational  Church,  to  which 
thev  contribute  liberally,  and  she  also  belongs  to  the 
Ladies  Aid  and  ^lissionary  Societies.  They  are 
verv  pleasant,  hospitable  people,  and  their  friends 
are  always  sure  of  a  hearty  welcome  at  their  home. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON  DARLIN,  of  East 
Hartford,  is  one  of  the  heaviest  tax-payers  of  that 
town,  and  is,  more  than  any  other  one  man,  entitled 
to  the  credit  of  improving  and  building  up  East 
Hartford  Meadow,  where  his  handsome  residence  is 
located.  The  town  does  not  furnish  any  better  ex- 
ample of  a  self-made  man,  or  one  whose  success 
is  so  completelv  the  result  of  business  foresight  and 
management.  He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Rupert, 
Vt.,  Feb.  13,  1825,  a  son  of  Reuben  and  Hannah 
(Scripture)  Darlin. 

Reuben  Darlin  was  during  his  early  years  a 
cooper,  but  the  greater  part  of  his  life  was  passed 
in  farming.  He  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
"being  Hannah  Scripture,  who  bore  him  all  nis 
children,  and  died  at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  His 
life  was  prolonged  to  over  eighty  years,  and  he  died 
in  Dorset,  A'ermont. 

George  W.  Darlin  was  next  to  the  youngest  of 
seven  children  born  to  his  parents,  and  he  and  his 
tirother  Josiah  were  the  only  two  to  come  to  Con- 
necticut. George  W.  is  the  only  survivor  of  the 
family.  He  was  educated,  as  he  tersely  expresses 
it,  '"between  the  plow  and  harrow,"  but  had  district- 
school  advantages  for  a  limited  period,  and  these 
■were  supplemented  bv  a  brief  attendance  at  a  dis- 
trict school  in  Southwick,  !Mass.  At  a  very  early 
age  he  began  life's  battle  for  himself,  and  was  still 
in  his  middle  'teens  when  he  bought  his  minority 
from  his  father  for  $100- — quite  a  large  sum  for  a 
hoy  to  have  saved  from  his  small  earnings,  by 
working  around  a  hotel  in  Rupert.  About  1841 
he  left  \'ermont  with  a  drover,  to  assist  in  driving 
cattle  to  West  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  when  the  drove 
reached  its  destination  young  Darlin  found  em- 
ployment with  such  leading  farmers  as  Henry  Whit- 
ing, Morgan  Goodwin  and  Flenry  Phelps.  He 


next  secured  a  position  at  the  Retreat  in  Hartford, 
which  was  then  under  the  administration  of  Dr. 
i'.righam.  Here  he  was,  eni]>loyed  t\\H>  terms,  and  in 
1S40  came  to  Juist  Hartford  and  began  business  as 
a  general  merchant  in  what  was  known  as  the 
"Red  Store,"  for  which  he  paid  a  rental  of  $50  per 
annum.  There  he  did  a  very  prosperous  trade  un- 
til i86j,  when  his  increased  business  necesitated 
his  removal  to  m<ire  commodious  quarters,  and  he 
found  wliai  he  wanted  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
street,  where  he  did  an  immense  trade  until  his 
retirement,  May  lO,  1S91.  from  mercantile  business. 
For  one  year,  during  his  early  residence  in  East 
Hartford  Meadow,  he  conducted  a  hotel,  and  al- 
though he  made  it  profitable  and  popular,  being 
naturally  of  a  pleasant  and  genial  disposition,  the 
business  was  not  altogether  to  his  taste,  and  more 
important  interests  demanded  all  his  attention — the 
superintendency  of  his  now  extensive  tenement 
property.  As  a  merchant  he  had  been  phenomen- 
ally successful,  and  invested  his  profits  in  real  estate, 
which  he  improved  with  convenient  and  substantial 
buildings,  and  he  now  owns  about  twenty-five,  in- 
cluding the  two  largest  business  and  tenement  blocks 
in  East  Hartford  Meadow ;  thus  he  has  been  the 
chief  promoter  of  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the 
village.  His  treatment  of  his  half-hundred  tenants 
is  most  humane,  and  some  of  these  have  been  his 
tenants  for  more  than  twenty  years.  He  never 
raises  their  rents,  nor  resorts  to  drastic  measures 
to  enforce  payment,  attends  to  his  property  person- 
ally, makes  collections  himself,  remedies  all  defects 
of  which  any  complaint  may  be  made,  is  personally 
acquainted  with  each  tenant,  and  for  many  has 
granted  substantial  favors ;  by  all  he  is  held  in  the 
highest  esteem,  and  is  regarded  by  many  with  un- 
disguised aft'ection. 

Air.  Darlin  married  Martha  Marcy,  who  was 
born  in  Ashford,  Conn.,  and  died  July  21,  1SS8,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-two  years,  and  her  remains  were 
interred  at  East  Hartford.  George  E.  Darlin,  the 
only  child  of  George  W.  and  Alartha  (Marcy)  Dar- 
lin, was  born  Oct.  19,  1855,  and  in  1878  married 
}vliss  Minnie  L.  Avery,  a  native  of  Durham,  Conn., 
and  a  daughter  of  Ichabod  Avery.  To  this  happy 
union  one  child,  Mabel,  was  born  May  i,  1894. 
George  E.  Darlin  is  assistant  postmaster  at  East 
Hartford  [Meadow,  under  his  father,  who  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  in  1889,  and  still  holds  the  office. 
He  is  also  a  valuable  assistant  to  his  father  in  hand- 
ling the  details  of  his  real-estate  and  tenement  mat- 
ters, and  is  one  of  the  best-known  residents  of  the 
town. 

In  politics  George  W.  Darlin  is  a  Democrat,  and 
has  always  been  active  in  aid  of  his  party's  success 
at  the  polls  and  in  advancing  its  principles.  While 
not  an  office  seeker  he  has  been  sought  for  to  fill 
office,  and  has  been  selected  for  some  very  respon- 
sible positions.  For  six  or  seven  years  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  relief ;  is  the  present  treasurer 
of  the  ^Etna  Hose  Company  at  East  Hartford 
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Meadow  ;  is  treasurer  oi  the  Meadow  District 
sclu).")!  fuiul ;  ami  is  also  one  of  the  oldest  ^Masons 
beloni;in^;-  to  (  >rient  Lodi^v.  \o.  dj,  at  JCast  Hart- 
ford. ]-~ven  at  liis  eoir.parativelv  advanced  age, 
Mr.  Darlin  .gives  liis  personal  attention  to  all  his 
business,  including  the  nianagenient  of  tlie  traffic 
of  the  Hartford  L'oal  Co.  at  iuist  Hartford  Meadow, 
assisted  onlv  by  his  son. 

As  a  self-made  man.  in  the  business  sense  of  the 
term,  Mr.  Darlin  is  unique,  and  in  ICast  Hartford 
town  is  the  sole  examjile — having  risen  from  the 
poorest  of  boys  to  the  richest  of  men.  and  that,  too, 
with  but  very  limited  education  at  his  start  in  busi- 
ness life.  His  methods  as  a  business  man  were 
based  ujxin  the  strictest  adherence  to  honesty, 
backed  bv  a  liberalitv  umisual  among  mercantile 
men.  His  foresight  amounted  almost  to  prescience, 
as  it  was  never  known  to  be  at  faidt.  He  erected 
house  after  house  while  wiseacres  smiled  and  shook 
their  heads,  and  ventured  predictions  that  they 
would  never  be  tenanted:  but  Mr.  Darlin  knew  bet- 
ter, and  of  mistakes  there  were  none.  Unostenta- 
tious and  unpretentious,  he  holds  the  "even  tenor 
of  his  way,"  advancing  daily  the  progress  of  the 
village,  respected  and  honored  by  all  w  ho  know  him 
— and  who  does  not? — and  known  ever\  where  as 
the  "'Father  of  East  Hartford  Meadow." 

EDWIX  BILLIXGS  SMEAD.  who  has  been 
principal  of  the  Watkinson  Farm  School,  Hartford, 
ever  since  its  establishment,  in  1SS4,  has  been  no 
small  factor  in  the  success  of  that  worthy  institu- 
tion. 

!Mr.  Smead  comes  of  excellent  Xew  England 
ancestry,  being  a  direct  descendant  of  John  Joyce, 
^vho  was  born  in  London  (  England ) .  and  died 
there  about  1736  or  1737.  He  was  high  sheriff  of 
Bridgetown,  in  the  Barbadoes.  from  which  place  his 
son  \\'illiam  migrated  with  his  motlier,  and  settled 
in  Middletown.  Conn.,  soon  afterward.  Our  sub- 
ject is  also  a  direct  descendant  of  Stephen  Bishop, 
of  Guilford,  Conn. :  and  of  Ebenezer  Billings,  son 
of  Rev.  Edward  Billings,  a  Congregationalist,  the 
first  settled  minister  at  Greenfield,  ?\Iass.  Widow 
Judith  Denman  married  a  Smead  about  1634.  and 
was  in  Dorchester,  Mass..  in  1636.  She  was  a  sister 
of  Israel  Stoughton.  Fler  son  \\'illiam,  born  in 
1635,  was  made  a  freeman  at  Xorthampt^'u  in  1660, 
and  married  Elizabeth  Lawrence,  of  Hingham, 
Mass.,  who  was  killed  by  the  Indians  on  a  forced 
march  to  Canada,  in  1704.  He  died  prior  to  1704- 
Ebenezer  Smead,  born  in  1675,  married  Iisther  Cat- 
lin.  Jonathan  Smead,  born  in  1707,  of  the  fourth 
generation,  married  ^^lehitable  Xims.  Jonathan 
Smead,  born  in  1735,  married  Rosanna  Patterson. 
He  was  a  soldier  in  the  French  and  Indian  war, 
and  exploited  considcra1)ly  at  Crown  Point,  X.  Y. 
Jonathan  Smearl,  born  in  1773,  married  Lucy  Pur- 
ple, and  was  a  resident  of  Greenfiekl,  Mass.  Jona- 
than Smead,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  April 
8,  1812,  and  on  Oct.  25,  1835,  married  Lucy  B. 


-Vdams.  of  W  est  Haven,  \"t.  He  passed  away  Jan. 
21,  1806. 

I-'dwin  B.  Smead  was  born  in  Greenfield.  !\Lass., 
Jinie  10,  kS4(),  and  was  reared  in  his  native  place, 
there  receiving  his  earlv  education.  He  attended 
higli  school,  and  later  the  Massachusetts  Agricult- 
ural Cojlege,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1871,  with  the  first  class.  For  some  time  follow- 
ing he  was  engaged  as  a  civil  engineer  in  the  S  uith, 
working  also  on  the  State  Line  <S:  Juniata  railroad 
(narrow-gauge)  e^f  Pennsylvania,  and  after  the 
financial  jianic  of  1872  he  was  engaged  in  the  coal 
business  with  Diggs  Bros.,  and  later  in  the  fiour 
and  grain  business  with  Buslev  &  Co.,  in  Baltinvjre, 
Md.  In  18S4,  upon  the  recommendation  of  his 
alum  muter,  Mr.  Smead  was  made  principal  of  tlie 
W  atkinson  Farm  School,  of  Hartfordi,  and  his  con- 
tintied  connection  with  same  tlirough  all  the  suc- 
ceeding years  speaks  highly  for  the  satisfaction  his 
services  have  given.  Ihe  outlining  of  the  ccurse 
to  be  pursued  has  been  tmder  his  direction,  and 
he  has  given  that  and  all  other  matters  which  come 
under  his  supervision  the  most  careful  attention 
and  study.  ]\Ir.  Smead  was  married  Xov.  12.  1S74, 
in  Baltimore,,  ^Id.,  to  ]\liss  Amiie  Whitney,  of  the 
island  of  Bermuda,  and  after  her  decease,  Jan  25, 
1876,  he  married,  on  Oct.  30,  1878,  her  sister.  .Miss 
Roselvina  Whitnev. 

The  Watkinson  Farm  Schojol  was  established 
in  1S84  by  the  will  of  the  late  David  Watkinson, 
this  school  and  the  Reference  Librarv  in  Hartford 
sharing  equally  his  residuarv  estate.  It  was  cliar- 
tered  in  5lay,  1862,  and  the  object  is  the  proper 
paternal  care  of  boys  who  from  their  home  sur- 
roundings obviously  need  employment  and  inspira- 
tion to  develop  citizenship.  The  new  buildings  are 
on  the  ''Handicroft  Farm."  at  Albanv  and  Bloom- 
field  avenues.  Engaged  with  ^Ir.  Smead,  the  prin- 
cipal, are  Selden  W.  Hayes,  assistant,  and  a  corps 
of  efficient  instructors.  The  trustees  are  Daniel  R. 
Howe,  George  E.  Taintor.  Dr.  G.  P.  Davis,  Fran- 
cis Goodwin  ,  D.  H.  Wells,  F.  W.  Cheney.  X".  Ship- 
man.  A.  C.  Dunham,  Jacob  L.  Greene,  Charles  ^I. 
Beach.  P.  C.  Royce,  C.  H.  Clark,  L.  F.  Robinson, 
C.  B.  Brewster,  F.  Parsons.  Henry  Barnard,  who 
died  the  past  year,  was  also  a  trustee. 

^ 

HIRAM  ROBERTS  ^HLLS.  The  ^lills  fam- 
ilv  in  Connecticut,  of  wdiich  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  a  representative,  is  of  ancient  and  hon- 
orable Dutch  origin.  Early  in  the  seventeenth  ccn- 
turv  knighthood  was  conferred  upon  .^ir  Peter 
Wouters  \'an  der  ]^Ieulen,  of  Amsterdam,  in  recog- 
nition of  his  distinguished  services  to  the  public 
in  the  improvement  of  the  dykes  and  canals. 

(II)  Peter  \'an  der  ^vleulcn,  his  eldest  son, 
born  in  Holland  in  1622,  emigrated  to  .\merica 
from  Lcyden,  where  he  was  studving  for  the  min- 
istrv  in  the  tun'versitv  of  that  citw  .\bout  i'>50 
he  joined  the  refugees  v.ho  had  come  to  .\merica 
from  England   for  conscience  sake,  and   he  thus 
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auinstnl  the  ili^pk'a.surc  of  his  father,  who  (h">in- 
hcritcil  hini.  Jii  Colonial  Record,  \  ol.  I,  it  is  .stated 
that.  b\  his  e">\vn  request,  his  name  was  changed  to 
I'eter  -Mills.  \'a!i  der  .Meiden  being  in  Dnteli  ""the 
man  of  the  mill,-."  lie  married  t  hrst  )  Dorkas 
Messeiii^cr,  if  \\'ind--ir.  who  was  l)<u-n  Sept.  ^3, 
J650,  and  thed  .Ma\  18,  H)8S.  For  his  second 
wife  he  married  Jane  Warren,  oi  Hartfortl,  Dec. 
10,  1691.  He  dietl  April  17,  1710.  He  owned  a 
lot  in  Haddam.  Conn.,  before  Nov.  30.  i(>h').  As 
a  tailor  he  is  frecjuently  meniicmed  in  the  manu- 
script of  Rev.  'i'imothy  iuhvard.  of  East  Windsor. 
He  settled  in  \\  indsor,  near  tlie  ]^re-ent  eastern 
])art  of  illoLinilield.  east  of  the  resilience  of  .Viison 
A.  ^lills,  and  near  the  confines  of  W  indsor  Plains. 
His  children  were  I'eter.  Return  (July  12,  16S9), 
Dorcas,  and  Ebenezer  (Feb.  8,  1687). 

(Ill)  I'eter  Mills  married,  July  24.  1C92.  Joanna 
Porter,  who  was  born  in  Hatfield.  ^Nlass..  Feb.  7, 
1670.  He  died  in  1754.  His  children  were  as  fol- 
lows: Peletiah,  born  April  27,  1693;  Gideon,  Feb. 
3,  1694;  Jedediah,  March  23,  1696;  Peter,  April 

12,  1701  ;  Ann,  1702;  Daniel,  ^lay  22,  1706;  John, 
•Feb.  14.  1708:  Ebenezer,  1710;  and  Gideon,  Auc^. 
15-  1715- 

(IV  )  Capt.  Peletiah  Mills,  born  April  27,  1693. 
married  July  5,  1720,  ^Martha  Chapman.  He  was 
an  attorney.  His  children  were  as  follows :  ^Martha, 
born  IMarch  11,  1721  ;  Peletiah,  Jan.  19,  1723; 
Elijah,  May  30,  1726;.  Samuel,  Xov.  21,  1728;  Jo- 
anna, [March  2,  1730:  Susannah,  [March  2,  1733; 
and  Sarah,  June  5,  1737. 

(\')  Peletiah  ]\Iills,  born  Jan.  19,  1723,  mar- 
ried [March  29,  1743,  Hannah  Owen,  who  died  Jan. 
26,  1806.  He  died  July  i,  1786.  Their  children 
were  Peletiah;  Samuel:  Roq-er.  born  June  4.  1749: 
jVIartha,  July  5,  1752:  Eli.  Xov.  4,  1753;  Frederick, 
Feb.  28,  1756:  Susannah,  Oct.  2,  1757;  and  Elihu, 
June.  1761. 

(\'I)  Elihu  [Mills,  born  in  June,  1761.  married 
(fiirst)  Hetty  Allen,  who  died  "July  3,  1807.  His 
second  wife,  Huldah.  died  June  :8.  1808.  His 
third  wife,  [Miriam,  died  April  12,  181^1.  He  died 
in  1835.  His  children  were  Hettv,  Elihu  (born  in 
September,  1793),  and  Ammi. 

(VH)  Elihu  [Mills  was  born  in  .September,  1793. 
at  Bloomfield.  On  Julv  15.  1818,  he  married  Aman- 
da Hayden.  and  their  children  were  Ezra  H.,  born 
June  15,  1819:.  Elihu,  April  24,  1820;  Amanda, 
June  II,  1822:  Elihu,  Aug.  18.  1824:  and  George. 
July  31.  1829. 

(V'lH)  Geors^e  [Mill*;,  fatlier  of  our  subject,  was 
born  July  31.  1829.  at  Bloomfield.  On  Sept.  8.  1852. 
he  married  (first)  [Marv  J.  Roberts,  wdio  died  X'ov. 
22,  1855.  Their  onlv  child,  FTiram  R.,  was  born 
Oct.  28,  1853.  I-'or  his  Second  wife  Georg:e  [Mills 
married  Sarah  Harmon,  and  to  them  was  born 
Gcorg;e  Elihu  [Mills,  .April  21,  1862,  now  a  ma- 
chinist in  Xew  York  City.    Georp;e  [Mills  died  .\pril 

13,  1863. 

Hiram  Roberts  [Mills,  our  subject,  born  Oct. 


28,  1853,  at  Bloomfield,  attended  in  his  early  boy- 
'  IkakI  the  .schools  in  Rloomtield,  and  after  the  death 
;  of  his  father,  in  18O3,  he  went  to  Lexington,  M.iss., 
I  and  lived  with   his  aunt,   Mrs.   .\manda  (Mills) 
j  Prosser.  At  Lexington,  anil  at  the  Ldiauncey  Hall 
j  school,  LViston,  he  prepared  tor  Jlarvard  Cniversily, 
'•  which  he  <:ntered  in  1872,  and  from  which  he  graii- 
j  uated  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  in  187O.    Mr.  Mills 
I  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Chamberlin, 
!  Hall  .^v:  White,  at  Hartford,  and  was  admitted  to 
I  practice  in  1881.    At  the  death  of  Mr.  Hall,  Xov. 
j  3,  1877,  our  subject  was  invited  to  enter  the  firm, 
!  \vhich  then  became  Chamberlin,   White  ^  Mills. 
[  Since  then  both  [Mr.  Chamberlin  and  Mr.  White 
j  have  died,  and  the  large  and  important  business  of 
!  the  firm  is  conducted  individually  by  our  subject. 
[Mr.  [Mills  is  also  interested  in  local  business  enter- 
prises.   Fie  was  married,  Sbpt.  20,  1882,  to  Miss 
J.  Elgitha  Wyckoff,  daughter  of  Amos  D.  Wyckoff, 
of  Xew  York  City.    They  have  one  child,  Hiram 
Wyckoft,  born  Sept.  29,  1S83. 

ELIAS  BLl-iWELL.  the  only  workman  in  Xew 
England  \vho  understands  and  conducts  the  per- 
petual calendar  movements  for  clocks,  was  born  in 
old  [Milford,  Conn.,  Oct.  4,  1811,  and  is  a  son  of 
Elias  and  Amy  (Piatt)  Burwell,  both  also  natives 
of  [Milford. 

John  Burwell,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  came 
from  England,  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  [Mil- 
ford, which  was  then  known  as  Burwell's  farm,  and 
was  verv  infiuential  in  church  work, 
j       Elias  Burwell.  father  of   the    subject  of  this 
j  sketch,  was  born  Xov.  8,  1785,  and  was  reared  a 
!  farmer.    He  married  in  1807,  and  about  four  years 
I  later  volunteered  in  the  patriot  army,  and  served 
i  through  the  war  of  181 2.    He  was  not  very  active 
I  in  politics,  but  was  inclined  toward  Federalism;  he 
was,  however,  verv  active  in  the  work  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  in  which  he  was  a  chorister. 
He  had  quite  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  laws  of 
I  those  days,  and  frequently  served  on  the  grand  jury. 
He  was  very  hospitable,  and  ever  ready  to  entertain 
travelers  over  Sunday,  as  journeying  was  prohibited 
on  that  dav. 

Elias  Burwell.  father  of  subject,  married  Amy 
Piatt  Feb.  12.  1807.    She  was  born  Sept.  29,  1783. 
and  was  a  daughter  of  Isaac  Piatt.    Seven  children 
came   to  them  to  cheer  their  way  through  life, 
j  naiuelv:  Laura,  who  was  born  Dec.  27,  1808,  died 
I  in  [March.  181 1  ;  Sidney  Piatt,  born  [March  31.  1810, 
i  is  living  in  Xew  lirunswick,  X.  J. ;  l^lias  is  our  sub- 
I  ject:  Austin  S..  born    Fe)).    12.  1814.   resides  in 
I  Seattle.  Wash.:  Laura  H..  born  Feb.  28.  1816,  died 
i  I'Y'b.  4,  1881  :  Isaac  P.,  born  Aug.  17.  1818,  died 
;  Dec.  21,  1857:  anfl  Asahel  F.,  born  Aug.  17,  1S20. 
died  Aug.  25,   1820.    The  father  of  thi-  faiuily 
pa-s'sed  awav  Sept.  14,  1820.  and  the  mother  on 
Xov.  10,  1865. 

Elias  Burwell.  the  subject  proper  of  this  biog- 
I  raphv.  received  his  earlier  educatjon  in  [Milfortl  until 
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lie  was  ten  years  old.  and  tlicn  went  to  live  with 
John  Gilk'lto,  at  r.urling-ton.  Conn.,  whore  he  re- 
mained four  years,  attending  sehool  and  doing 
chores.  After  this  he  lived  one  year  with  Carlos 
Hotehkiss,  pursuing-  his  studies  in  winter  school ; 
then  lived  a  year  with  his  uncle.  Isaac  Gillette,  in 
Burlington,  after  which,  coming  to  Bristol,  he 
served  an  apprenticeship  of  two  years  at  wood- 
turning  with  Rollin  Atkins,  and  next  worked  two 
vears  for  George  W.  Bartholomew,  in  Edgewood 
'(Bristol). 

Mr.  Burwell  now  began  his  career  as  a  clock- 
maker,  filling  sitiiatiuns  as  follows:  ^^"it]l  Upson 
&  Merriman,  a  short  time  only ;  with  the  Seth 
Thomas  Co.,  at  Thomaston,  one  year ;  with  his 
brother,  Sidney  P.,  who  had  a  contract  with  the 
Atkins  Clock  Co..  at  Bristol,  for  wood-turning,  two 
years ;  with  Charles  Kirk,  at  Bristol,  also  at  wood- 
turning,  one  vear ;  with  Jerome,  on  brass  clocks,  two 
years ;  with  John  Terry,  one  year,  when  the  latter 
failed ;  with  Deacon  Elisha  Brewster,  on  clocks, 
nine  years ;  again  with  his  brother  Sidney  P.,  who 
had  a  contract  with  Chauncey  Boardman  on  clock 
work,  three  years.  ^Nlr.  Burwell  then  formed  a 
partnership  with  Ralph  Terry,  and  Franklin  and 
George  Downs,  under  the  style  of  Terry,  Downs, 
Burwell  &  Co.,  and  manufactured  eight-dav  and 
marine  movements  for  clocks,  most  of  which  were 
disposed  of  to  Chauncey  Jerome,  who  had  removed 
to  New  Haven.  Three  years  later  ]\Ir.  Burwell 
sold  to  his  partners  his  interest  in  the  factory,  which 
occupied  the  site  of  the  present  Liberty  Bell  Co.'s 
plant,  and  went  to  work  for  the  Atkins  Clock  Manu- 
facturing Co.,  but  three  years  later  this  company 
failed,  and  !Mr.  Burwell  was  appointed  receiver;  he 
finished  up  its  business — he  having  the  contract  for 
making  the  movements,  ran  the  factory  about  one 
year,  and  finallv  adjusted  its  complications  to  the 
satisfaction  of  its  creditors  and  all  concerned. 

Mr.  Burwell  next  purchased  Deacon  Brewster's 
"old  red  factory"  on  Race  street,  and  made  clock- 
alarms  for  a  Lowell  (3>Iass.)  concern  until  1862, 
when  Benjamin  B.  Lewis,  of  Ohio,  came  along  with 
a  patent  for  clock-calendars.  Mr.  Burwell  secured 
the  right  to  manufacture  these  at  a  royalty  to  be 
paid  ^Iv.  Lewis,  and  also  sectired  a  contract  with 
L.  F.  &  W.  W.  Carter  for  five  years,  to  supply  a 
certain  number  of  these  calendar  clocks  annually. 
He  next  made  a  contract  vith  the  Welch  and  Spring 
Co.,  to  work  on  the  Lewis  perpetual  calendar  for 
three  years,  and  then  for  fotir  years — seven  in  all. 
In  1876  Mr.  Burwell  went  to  work  for  the  E.  Ingra- 
ham  Company,  which  had  purchased  the  Lewis 
patent,  and  made  a  contract  with  the  company  afore- 
said to  furnish  the  calendar  movement,  and  he  still 
holds  the  position,  being  the  only  man  in  the  shop 
capable  of  doing  the  work,  although  he  is  quite 
aged. 

Mr.  Burwell  was  joined  in  matrimony  Nov.  10, 
^834,  with  Miss  Lucinda  Upson,  who  was  born 
Nov.  10,  181 1,  a  daughter  of  John  Upson,  of  Water- 


bury,  and  died  Aug.  16,  1S90,  the  mother  of  the 
following  named  children:  Lucinda  A.,  who  was 
born  Sept.  19,  1S35,  died  ^lay  Ji,  i83(j;  Elias,  Jr., 
born  April  7,  1S37,  died  Dec.  11,  183S;  Maria,  born 
July  10.  1S38,  died  Sept.  22,  1SO4;  and  Harmanas, 
born  Jan.  30,  1S41,  died  Feb.  17,  1841.  The  second 
marriage  of  Mr.  Burwell  took  place  Sept.  23,  1891, 
to  Julia  A.  Knowles,  a  native  of  Plainville,  Conn., 
and  a  daughter  of  William  Knowles.  She  died  in 
Bristol  Feb.  16,  1S99,  a  ntember  of  the  Prospect 
yi.  E.  Church.  Of  this  church  ]\Ir.  Burwell  has 
also  been  a  member  for  sixty-five  years,  was  a  class- 
leader  over  forty-two  years,  and  for  many  years  was 
a  trustee  and  also  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  has  served 
as  constable,  grand  juryman  and  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  there  is  no  more  venerated  man  in  Bristol 
then  Elias  Burwell.  ^59^206 

EDWARD  ATWATER  PORTER,  engineer 
in  J.  FI.  Sessions  &  Son's  trunk  hardware  factory, 
Bristol,  is  a  native  of  Connecticut,  born  in  Hamden, 
New  Haven  county. 

When  two  and  one-half  years  old  our  subject 
was  adopted  by  Col.  Chauncey  Porter,  who  was 
quite  prominent  in  military  attairs  in  Farmington 
(White  Oak  District),  now  Plainville,  Conn.  The 
Colonel  married  Lucy  Frisbie,  daughter  of  'Squire 
Ichabod  Frisbie,  of  Southington,  Conn.,  and  our 
subject  continued  to  live  with  these  good  people 
until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age.  He  received 
his  schooling  in  the  White  Oak  District,  Plainville, 
which  common-school  education  was  supplemented 
by  a  term  in  Southington  Academy.  When  seven- 
teen vears  of  age  he  left  school  and  commenced 
j  firing  on  the  old  New  England  railroad  running  be- 
1  tween  Hartford  and  Plainville,  before  the  road  was 
i  extended  to  Bristol.  After  a  few  months  thus  ein- 
j  ployed  he  went  to  work  on  Col.  Porter's  farm,  at 
which  he  continued  until  he  was  twenty  years  old, 
and  then  took  up  his  residence  in  Southington. 
Flere  for  about  two  years  he  ran  a  stationary  engine 
for  Flenry  A.  ^.Iiller,  manufacturer  of  clock  faces, 
at  the  end  of  that  period  returning  to  Col.  Porter's 
farm.  He  then  went  to  work  for  Allen  Bunnell, 
who  had  a  contract  with  Emery  Barker,  making 
sinall  sleds,  baby  carriages,  etc.,  in  this  connection 
remaining  one  year.  Once  more  taking  up  his  abode 
in  Plainville,  he  purchased  a  small  farm,  which  he 
operated  for  about  two  years,  in  connection  with 
other  miscellaneous  work,  after  which  for  two  and 
one-half  years  he  kept  the  toll-gate  at  White  Oak.  on 
the  INIiddletown  and  Farmington  road.  Leaving 
this,  Mr.  Porter  went  to  New  Britain  and  entered 
the  employ  of  J.  B.  Sargent  as  engineer  in  his 
foimdry,  an  occupation  he  was  well  adapted  for, and 
which  he  followed  in  this  foundry  some  six  years, 
from  there  removing  with  Mr.  Sargent  and  the 
works  to  New  Haven.  Here  he  remained  nine 
months,  and  then  entered  the  service  of  the  U.  S. 
government  as  engineer  on  the  "Alice  E.  Preston," 
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wliicli  was  coniniissionecl  by  the  government  during 
tile  war  of  the  Rebellion  for  the  transportation  of 
troops  ami  jM-ovisions  between  Xew  York  and  IJart 
Island.  This  vessel  was  also  utilized  as  the  dis- 
patch boat  to  carry  the  message  concerning  I.ee's 
surrender  down  Xew  York  harlior.  After  some 
six  moths  in  this  service,  Mr.  Porter  accepted  a  po- 
sition with  Warner  &  Sessions  in  Polkville,  now 
known  as  Edgewood.  Conn.,  but  after  between  two 
and  three  years  he  removed  with  his  family  to 
Brookfield,  Linn  Co.,  Mo.,  where  he  bought  a  farm. 
After  a  sojourn  of  no  more  than  eight  months  in  that 
Western  State,  he  returned  to  Connecticut,  and 
once  more  went  to  work  in  Edg^ewood  for  John  H. 
Sessions,  who  in  the  meantime  had  bought  his  part- 
ner's interest  in  the  business.  I\Ir.  Porter  at  first 
worked  as  carver  in  the  wood-turning  establishment, 
and  when,  that  same  winter,  ^Ir.  Sessions  moved 
his  works  into  Bristol  our  subject  was  given  the 
position  of  engineer — in  fact,  he  set  up  the  engine 
and  has  been  operating  it  ever  since.  The  firm  is 
now  J.  H.  Sessions  &  Son,  manufacturers  of  trunk 
hardware. 

On  April  5,  1852,  Mr.  Porter  was  married  to 
Susannah  Bunnell,  who  was  born  Sept.  16,  1832,  a 
daughter  of  Allen  Bunnell,  of  Burlington,  Conn., 
and  two  children  have  graced  their  union:  (i) 
Rhoda  A.,  born  Oct.  9,  1853,  married  Sept.  20,  1874, 
to  James  E.  Hodges,  of  Plainville,  Conn. ;  their  chil-  ! 
dren,  ]\Iinnie  E.,  X'ellie  R.,  Agnes  S.,  Edward  J., 
Arthur  G.,  John  Franklin,  Allen  Bunnell,  and  Walter 
Irving.  (2)  Edward  Orrin,  born  Feb.  27,  185S. 
He  is  in  the  employ  of  the  E.  Ingraham  Co.  He 
married  ]March  16,  1879,  Jeannette  E.  Glover,  of 
Thomaston,  Conn.,  who  died  Dec.  i,  1899;  their  j 
children,  yiay  Augusta,  Edwin  Allen,  Leland  ^Nlar- 
shall,  and  Bessie  ^l. 

In  religious  faith  'Sir.  Porter  attends  the  serv- 
ices of  the  Advent  Christian  Church,  of  which  his 
wife  is  a  member.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican, 
and  in  his  younger  days  took  an  active  part  in  po- 
litical aftairs.  For  the  past  five  years  he  has  served 
as  second  engineer  of  the  Bristol  Fire  Department, 
declining  the  post  of  first  engineer  on  account  of  his 
age.  In  1861  he  was  a  member  of  the  X'ational 
Guard  in  Xew  Britain,  serving  as  corporal  for  about 
three  years.  He  is  much  respected  in  the  community 
in  which  he  lives,  and  is  a  good,  loyal  and  useful 
citizen. 

ELI  S.  HOUGH,  one  of  the  most  popular  and 
influential  agriculturists  of  the  town  of  Windsor, 
is  a  native  of  Connecticut,  born  in  Chaplin, Winrlham 
county,  Aug.  10,  1832.  He  is  a  son  of  Rev.  Lent 
S.  and  Hannah  (Smith)  Hough,  both  natives  of 
Wallingford,  this  State,  the  former  a  son  of  Serajah 
Hough,  the  latter  a  daughter  of  Eli  Smith. 

The  Hough  family  was  founded  in  the  United 
States  in  1640,  by  two  brothers,  one  of  whom  lo- 
cated in  Jamestown,  Va.,  and  spelled  the  name 
Huff,  while  the  other  took  up  his  residence  in  Maine, 


I  which  then  formed  a  part  of  Massachusetts,  and  ic 
is  from  the  latter  branch  tliat  our  subject  is  de- 
scended. His  jiaternal  grandfather  was  a  resident 
of  \alesville,  Lonn.,  ana  was  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, as  were  all  the  ancestors  of  our  subject  down 
to  his  father,  who  entered  the  ministry  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church  and  for  forty-seven  years  was 
engaged  in  preaching  tiie  Gospel  in  Connecticut. 
He  was  educated  at  Yale  Theological  Sennnar\, 
was  very  broad  and  liberal  in  his  views,  and  noted 
for  his  generosity,  and  possessed  a  keen  eye  and  re- 
tentive memory.  He  stood  si.\  feet,  one  inch,  in 
his  stocking  feet.  He  died  at  the  home  of  our  sub- 
ject in  Poquonock  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years, 
his  wife  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven,  and  both  were 
buried  in  the  Poquonock  cemetery.  The  subject 
of  this  review  is  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  six  chil- 
dren. Sarah  married  Charles  H.  Galpin,  and  died 
in  Plantsville,  Coim.  Benjamin  S.  was  in  the  serv- 
ice of  his  country  during  the  Civil  war,  first  as  a 
member  of  the  3rd  Conn.  \'.  I.,  and  later  of  the  SSth 
111.  \  .  I.,  and  at  its  close  returned  home,  paralyzed 
from  the  hips  down;  he  died  unmarried  in  1896. 
Maria  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  E.  Hall,  of  Colchester, 
Conn.  Alary  is  a  resident  of  Xorwich,  Conn.  ]\Iar- 
tha,  twin  sister  of  Alary,  is  the  wife  of  Charles  T. 
Avery,  of  Coldwater,  Kansas. 

Eli  S.  Hough  was  named  for  his  mother's  only 
brother,  Rev.  Eli  Smith,  a  missionarv  to  Syria.  He 
attended  the  high  school  at  P3ethel,  Conn.,  while 
his  parents  were  residing  there,  and  later  the  \\'ills- 
ton  Seminary,  at  East  Hampton,  Alass.  He  learned 
rapidly,  and  intended  entering  Yale,  but  failing 
health  interrupted  his  studies.  He  began  his  busi- 
ness career  as  clerk  in  the  store  of  George  W.  Guy, 
at  Aliddletown,  Conn.,  and  subsequently  accepted 
a  similar  position  with  FI.  D.  Bassett,  at  Aleriden, 
Conn.,  being  connected  with  mercantile  pursuits 
for  nine  years. 

In  the  meantime  Air.  Hough  was  married,  Oct. 
4,  1854,  to  Miss  Caroline  A.  Hall,  who  was  born  in 
Wallingford,  Conn.,  June  18,  1832,  a  daughter  of 
Benjamin  A.  and  Esther  L.  (Lindsley)  Hall.  He 
began  farming  at  Wallingford,  later  engaged  in 
the  same  business  at  \\'estfield,  and  on  Aug.  26, 
1862,  came  to  Poquonock,  where  for  five  years  he 
was  head  farmer  for  dilterent  men,  having  charge 
of  the  farm  of  Daniel  Buck,  of  Hartford,  for  two 
years.  He  then  bought  the  Cyrus  Phelps  farm, 
which  he  has  greatly  improved,  and  has  since  suc- 
cessfully operated.  He  is  interested  principally  in 
raising  tobacco  and  plums,  and  has  one  of  the  finest 
plum  orchards  to  be  found  in  the  county. 

Politically  Mr.  Hough  is  one  of  the  most  prom- 
inent representatives  of  the  Republican  party  in 
his  community,  and  he  has  been  honored  with  a 
mmiber  of  official  positions.  He  has  served  as 
trial  justice  in  Windsor  town  for  twenty-two  years, 
notary  public  twelve  years,  assessor  four  years, 
selectman  three  years,  and  in  1897  was  elect- 
ed  to  the   State   Legislature   by  the   largest  ma- 
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jority    ever    t;ivon    any   canilidate  of  that  party. 
i-uv  ton  years    lio    lias  been   quite    proniiiicni    in  j 
(.iranye  circks.  and  ho  is  master  ot  Grange  Xi.\  i 
53,    at    roquonuck,  vi  wliicli  lie  was  unc  of  the  ; 
founders  and  has  always  been  an  aetive  member,  j 
lie  has  been  identified  with  almost  every  agricult-  1 
ural  soeiety  in  Hartford  coimiy :  W  as  secretary  of  | 
the  Wiiuisor  AgTiculiural  Society  while  it  existed  ;  | 
has  been  superintendent  of  the  State  Agricultural  | 
Society;  a  member  from  Hartford  cotmty  to  the  i 
State  Board  of  Agriculture;  and  chairman  of  the  ; 
commission  on  diseases  of  domestic  animals.    He  j 
is  also  a  member  and  agent  of  the  Connecticut  | 
Humane  Society,  and  has  been  one  of  its  most  active  | 
workers.    He  is  a  member  of  all  of  the  tobacco 
growers  associations,  and  is  secretary  of  the  Con- 
nectictit  Tobacco  Experiment  Co.      Socially  ]\Ir.  ; 
Hough  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Senior  Order  of 
United  American  ^Mechanics,  at  Windsor,  and  re-  \ 
ligiously  both  he  and  his  wife  are  leading  members  | 
of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Poquonock,  in  | 
•  which  he  has  held  various  offices.    He  is  a  public-  ' 
spirited  and    enterprising    citizen,  and  wherever 
known  is  held  in  high  regard. 

CARLOS  EDWIN  BISHOP,  of  Hartford,  one 
of  the  pioneer  ladder  manufacttirers  of  the  United 
States,  and  probably  of  the  Western  continent,  was 
born  jNIarch  29,  1S36,  in  Stanstead,  Province  of 
Quebec,  Canada. 

Hiram  Bishop,  his  father,  was  born  in  Lisbon, 
N.  H.,  !ind  became  a  tanner  and  currier  at  Stan- 
stead,  employing  a  number  of  men.  He  died  at 
Stanstead,  aged  seventy-three,  a  prominent,  suc- 
cessful business  man,  of  sound  judgment,  and  one  of 
the  most  highly  respected  in  the  village  of  Rock 
Island,  where  he  resided.  He  married  Eseba  Rose, 
who  was  born  in  Stanstead,  Quebec,  daughter  of 
Timothy  and  Sally  (Allbee)  Rose,  of  Rockingham, 
N.  H.  ]Mr.  Rose  was  a  farmer,  tanner  and  currier, 
and  spent  his  life  in  the  town  of  Stanstead,  where 
he  died  at  a  ripe  age.  Grandmother  Sallv  Allbee, 
who  was  born  in  Rockingham,  N.  H.,  was  the 
mother  of  twelve  children,  and  lived  to  advanced 
age.  Hiram  Bishop  and  his  wife  had  a  family  of 
eleven  children:  Timothy  R.,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Sarah,  who  died  in  Stanstead ;  Hiram  R.,  a  resident 
of  Somerville,  ■Mass.,  where  he  died  some  years  ago ; 
Charles  E.,  who  died  in  the  spring  of  1900;  Henry 
C,  also  deceased,  who  was  a  resident  of  Stanstead; 
Carlos  E.,  of  this  memoir ;  John  A.,  a  resident  of 
Barnston,  Quebec;  Lewis  R.,  deceased;  Eseba  C, 
deceased ;  Albert  M.,  of  East  Providence,  R.  I. ; 
and  Lucretia,  now  ]Mrs.  De  Costa,  residing  in  Xew 
York.  Both  parents  were  members  of  the  'M.  E. 
Church,  in  the  work  of  wdiich  they  were  prominent, 
and  took  an  active  part  and  interest. 

Carlos  E.  Bishop  spent  his  early  years  in  Stan- 
stead, being  educated  in  the  common  schools,  and  at 
eighteen  went  to  Boston  to  join  his  brother  Hiram, 
"vvho  had  preceded  him  by  three  years,  and  was 
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engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  ladders  in  Somer- 
ville. Mass.  He  continued  in  pariiiership  with  him 
lor  some  lour  years,  when  he  s<ild  his  interest  to 
ins  brculter  ami  went  to  \  ermont.  ial<ing  up  liie  vi.i- 
caiiuu  of  a  farmer  from  1801  to  1805.  He  tlien 
located  in  Providence,  R.  L,  and  wkh  his  brotlier 
again  entered  the  ladtler  business,  which  he  con- 
tinued umil  1872,  wlien  he  bought  out  Hiram's 
interest,  and  took  into  inirtnership  his  brot'ncr  Henry. 
Remo\ing  10  Hartford,  tliey  fountled  the  ladder 
business  there,  in  1S72  establishing  the  manufacture 
of  hulders  in  Hartford,  and  continuing  business  in 
both  cities  for  a  few  years,  when  Mr.  Bisho]")  sold 
his  interest  in  the  Providence  concern  and  bought 
his  brotlier's  interest  in  the  Plartford  branch,  v.'hich 
he  carried  on  alone.  Thus  he  continued  until  1S93, 
when  his  son  took  charge,  and  our  subject  retired. 
During  the  tirst  few  years  of  his  business  in  Hart- 
ford, or  in  the  early  'eighties,  the  interests  of  the 
tive  brothers  were  to  some  extent  mutual,  their 
methods  of  conducting  business  being  to  send 
wagons  throtigh  the  country.  At  one  time  thev  had 
about  thirty-hve  upon  the  road,  covering  ail  the 
New  England  States,  New  York,  and  Pemtsvlvania. 
They  were  at  that  time  the  most  extensive  manu- 
facturers of  ladders  in  the  United  States.  The  busi- 
ness of  the  brother  in  Providence  having  later  been 
discontinued,  otir  subject  became  the  only  m.anu- 
facturer  of  ladders  outside  of  Bostoil^i  th.e  New 
England  States,  and,  the  business  having  con.stantlv 
increased,  at  the  time  of  his  retirement  it  was  "he 
largest  in  the  United  States.  The  name  of  Bishop 
is  connected  almost  inseparably  with  the  ladder  busi- 
ness throughout  the  Lmion ;  not  only  do  they  manu- 
facture everything  in  the  line  of  ladders  for  all 
uses,  including  a  large  trade  in  the  different  tire  de- 
partments, but  they  also  manufacttire  step-ladders, 
clothes-horses,  and  an  enormous  quantity  of  snow 
shovels,  and  carry  in  stock  all  kinds  of  chairs  and 
settees,  together  with  a  large  variety  of  other  kinds 
of  wooden  goods.  They  send  their  products  to  all 
parts  of  the  United  States,  as  far  west  as  California, 
and  also  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Their  largest 
factory  is  located  at  Hartford,  but  they  have  parts  of 
ladders  made  for  them  in  great  quantities  in  difter- 
ent  factories  throughout  New  Hampshire  and  other 
parts  of  the  New  England  States.  Their  poles  were 
brought  by  shipload  from  INIaine. 

-\[r.  Bishop  now  resides  at  No.  27  Blue  Hills 
avenue,  Hartford,  and  is  the  owner  of  considerable 
real  estate  in  that  city,  having  bought  a  number  of 
houses,  which  he  rents.  In  1858  he  married  Coro- 
lin  V.  Hall,  who  was  born  in  Holland,  Vt.,  dauglitcr 
of  Captain  Luther  D.  Hall,  a  farmer,  and  was  one 
of  a  family  of  twelve  children.  Mr.  Bishop  has 
three  children  :  E.  C,  who  has  his  father's  business 
[sketch  elsewhere]  ;  Karl  P.,  in  the  employ  of  the 
Case,  Lockwood  &  Brainard  Co.  (he  married  Jcimic 
E.  Sweet,  and  lias  one  child,  Richard  S.)  ;  and  ^Miss 
Edna  L.,  at  home.  The  children  were  all  educated 
in  the  common  and  high  schools  of  the  city.  Air. 
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r.ishop  is  ;i  Republican  in  politics,  and  a  nionibcr  of 
the  i.  O.  O.  F.  lodge  at  Stanstcad.  The  family  at- 
tend the  C'ontrregational  Ciinrch,  and  are  nuich  es- 
teemed sociallv. 

WILLIA-AI  EZRA  KEEP,  widely  known  as  a 
successful  contractor  and  builder  of  Hartford,  and 
one  of  the  oldest  in  that  line  in  the  city,  is  a  native 
of  Massachusetts,  born  Sept.  15,  1S44,  in  the  town 
of  Raxton. 

!Mr.  Keep  is  of  the  seventh  generation  in  de- 
scent from  John  Keej).  w  lio  came  from  England  to 
this  country  in  16O0.  locating  in  Long  Meadow,  then 
a  part  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  where  he  became  a 
very  prominent  man,  holding  divers  offices  of  trust 
and  responsibility.  In  1676  he  was  killed  bv  the 
Indians,  his  wife  and  an  infant  son  also  being  slain  at 
the  same  time.  The  great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject was  born  in  r\Ljnson.  ]\Iass.,  Aug.  30,  1745, 
and  was  a  lifelong  farmer  there ;  he  served  as  a 
corporal  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 

Josiah  Keep,  grandfather  of  \\  illiam  Ezra,  was 
born  in  Monson  Jan.  26,  177S.  and  died  Oct.  i, 
1851,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years.  On  Oct. 
27,  1801,  he  married  Lucv  Tucker,  and  by  her  had 
eleven  children,  ten  of  whom  reached  maturity,  but 
all  are  now  deceased. 

Josiah  Otis  Keep,  father  of  William  Ezra,  was 
born  in  INIonson,  ]\Iass.,  April  23,  181 2,  and  was 
there  reared  and  educated.  A  blacksmith  by  occu- 
pation, he  followed  his  trade  in  West  Brookfield, 
\\'arren  and  Paxton,  ^lass.  He  married  Eliza  Ann 
Southworth,  who  was  born  Sept.  10,  1813,  in  Ash- 
ford,  Conn.,  a  daughter  of  Ezra  Southworth,  of  that 
place,  and  seven  children  were  born  to  them,  three  of 
whom  died  in  childhood.  The  others  are:  Susan  M., 
widow  of  Edwin  A.  Giddings,  a  son  of  H.  A.  Gid- 
dings ;  William  Ezra,  a  sketch  of  whom  follows  ; 
Josiah,  in  California,  where  he  has  been  a  professor 
in  a  college  some  fifteen  years ;  and  Edward  Palmer, 
of  Paxton,  ]\Iass.  The  father  died  Aug.  2,  1895, 
the  mother  on  Aug.  28,  1891  ;  both  were  prominent 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church  in  which 
he  was  a  deacon  for  many  years ;  in  politics  he  was 
the  first  in  his  town  to  uphold  the  Free-soil  doc- 
trine. 

William  Ezra  Keep  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  place,  and  worked  at 
blacksmithing  and  farming  under  his  father  until 
he  was  eighteen  years  of  age.  At  that  time  he  en- 
listed in  Company  U,  51st  Mass.  V.L, and  served  one 
year  in  the  i8th  Army  Corps.  In  August.  1864,  he  re- 
enlisted,  this  time  in  the  1st  Battalion,  Alass.  Heavy 
Artillery,  in  which  he  served  one  year,  at  the  end 
of  that  time  receiving  an  honorable  discharge.  He 
then  came  to  Hartford,  remaining  there  during 
1865-66,  after  which  we  find  him  in  Worcester, 
Mass.,  where  he  learned  his  trade,  that  of  a  carpen- 
ter, and  where  he  remained  until  August,  1871,  the 
date  of  his  settling  in  Hartford.  Here  he  has 
since,  with  the  exception  of  eighteen  months  passed 


in  the  West,  been  engaged  at  his  trade,  also  in  con- 
tracting and  building,  and  has  met  with  all  desir- 
able success.  He  has  erected  many  buildings, 
mainly  d  welling-h.  nises,  and  he  built  the  larger 
part  of  the  village  of  Elmwood,  Hartford  county, 
inchiding  tlie  chapel,  school  house,  factories  and 
dwellings.  ■ 

C)n  C'ct.  15,  1873.  \\'illiam  Ezra  Keep  was  unite4 
in  marriage  with  Adelaide  Giddings,  born  in 
Hartford,  daughter  of  Floratio  A.  Giddings,  a  farm- 
er and  gardener,  who  spent  the  greater  part  of  his 
life  there,  dying  in  18S8,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five 
years.  The  family  attend  the  services  of  the  South 
Congregational  Church.  In  politics  ~Sir.  Keep  is  a 
Rejiublican,  is  a  member  of  the  Repulilican  ward  i 
committee,  and  has  represented  the  Eighth  ward  in 
the  common  council  for  two  years,  1896-97.  Socially 
he  is  affiliated  with  the  G.  A.  R.,  R.  O.  Tyler  Post, 
Xo.  50,  Hartford,  and  with  the  U.  O.  A.  M.,  being 
a  trustee  of  Custer  Council,  Xo.  85.  He  is  an  ex- 
cellent citizen,  genial  and  affable  by  nature,  and  his 
name  is  a  household  word  throughout  the  county. 

GEORGE  JOHN  SCHUBERT,  a  native  of 
Bavaria,  Germany,  born  Oct.  2,  1837,  and  a  resident 
of  Bristol,  Conn.,  since  August,  1853,  'i"  ex-soldier 
of  the  Civil  war,  is  at  the  present  time  a  foreman  in 
the  clock  case  department  of  the  Ingraham  Company. 

John  Schubert,  father  of  George  John,  was  a 
cabinetmaker  by  trade,  and  in  1S2S  married  Johanna 
Schubert,  to  which  marriage  were  born  two  chil- 
dren, Lorenz,  born  in  Germany  in  1830,  and  now 
living  in  Forestville,  Conn.,  and  George  J.  The 
father  died  in  Bavaria,  when  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  but  a  small  boy,  and  the  mother,  in  1876, 
made  a  visit  to  this  country,  expecting  to  make  her 
home  with  her  sons,  but  became  homesick  and  soon 
returned  to  Germany,  where  she  died  Sept.  2,  1890. 

George  John  Schubert  attended  school  until  six- 
teen years  of  age,  and  was  then  employed  in  the  city 
of  Schweinfurt  as  a  clerk  in  the  post  office.  Just 
before  attaining  the  age  of  seventeen  years  he  en- 
tered a  cabinetmaker's  shop  for  a  short  time  to  get 
an  insight  into  clock-case  making.  Fie  sailed  from 
Bremen,  Germany,  July  23,  1853,  and  arrived  in 
X'ew  York  August  7,  same  year,  coming  immedi- 
atelv  to  Bristol,  Conn.,  and  there  found  a  position  as 
clock  case  maker  with  Brewster  &  Ingraham  (now 
the  E.  Ingraham  Company).  In  September,  1862, 
he  enlisted  and  he  served  about  a  year,  but  of  this 
further  mention  will  be  made.  In  1867  he  maile 
a  contract  with  the  Ingraham  Company,  which  lasted 
about  thirty  years.  He  started  with  three  men  in 
his  employ,  and  when  he  relinquished  his  contract 
he  had  forty-eight.  In  1896  he  was  made  foreman 
of  a  part  of  the  clock-case  work,  and  has  fiftv  men 
under  him. 

Mr.  Schubert  was  marriefl  Dec.  24,  1858.  to 
Sophia  Wilhelmina  Funck.  who  was  born  in  Han- 
over. Germany,  Sept.  23,  1839,  and  in  1848  came  to 
Bristol,  Coim.,  with  her  parents.   Christian  and 
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Anna  Jolianna  (Stamin)  Fuiick.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Scluihcrt  no  cliililrcn  liavo  boon  burn. 

Un  cnHsting  in  ihc  _'5th  C.  \  .  1.  at  Bristol, 
^*Ir.  Scbiibcrt  was  innsteretl  in  as  corporal  in  Com- 
pany 1,  bcpt.  O,  but  acted  as  orderly  sergeant 
])arl  of  Itis  term  of  service,  lie  participateil  in  ibe 
campaign  in  W  e>tLrn  Loui-iana  imder  (icn.  Hanks, 
was  at  the  siege  of  Tort  lludhon,  the  battle  of  Irish 
licnd,  and  was  also  at  \ew  Orleans;  was  at  the 
second  assault  on  Vovi  Hudson,  was  in  the  engage- 
ments at  Laurel  Hill  and  Donaldsonville,  and  hnallv 
on  August  14,  1S03,  rcturneil  to  Hartford.  Conn., 
where  the  regiment  was  mustered  out  Auq'.  26, 
1863. 

-Mr.  Schubert  is  a  member  of  G.  W.  Tliompson 
Post,  Xo.  13,  G.  A.  R.,  and  has  been  quariermastc'r 
ever  since  its  organization,  with  tlie  exception  of  the 
years  (iSyo  and  1S91)  when  he  was  post  com- 
mander, lie  was  also  a  charter  member  of,  and  was 
instrumental  in  instituting,  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
lodge  at  Bristol,  is  a  past  commander,  master  of 
work  and  trustee  of  Ethan  Lodge,  Xo.  9,* and  is  a 
member  of  Hull  division.  Uniform  rank,  company 
A,  second  battalion,  second  regiment,  and  was  Sir 
Knight  captain  live  years.  He  is  the  present  regi- 
mental quartermaster  of  the  second  regiment,  with 
rank  of  captain.  ]Mr.  Schubert  is  likewise  a  mem- 
ber of  Pequabuck  Lodge,  Xo.  48,  of  Bristol,  in  which 
he  has  twice  passed  through  the  principal  chair :  he 
and  v.-ife  are  charter  members  of  Rebecca  Lodge, 
No.  24,  ladies'  auxiliary  of  the  L  C).  C).  F.,  and.  r\lrs. 
Schubert  is  a  member  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern 
Star.  In  1883  ]\Ir.  Schubert  acted  as  aid-de-camp  to 
the  commander-in-chief  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  and  !\Irs.  Schubert  is  a  member  of  the 
G.  W.  Thom.pson  Relief  Corps,  G.  A.  R.,  of  which 
she  was  president  in  1889,  and  was  also  national 
inspector  in  1884,  and  assistant  department  in- 
spector for  two  years.  'Mr.  and  ~Mrs.  Schul)ert  arc 
faithful  members  of  Prospect  M.  E.  Church,  in 
Avhich  she  belongs  to  the  Ladies  Aid  Society.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican. 

HENRY  HUTCHINSON,  one  of  the  capable 
foremen  employed  in  the  case  department  of  the  E. 
Ingraham  Clock  ^.lanufacturing  Co.,  of  Bristol,  w-as 
torn  in  Coventry,  Tolland  Co.,  Conn.,  Feb.  17,  1843, 
and  is  of  remote  English  descent,  his  ancestry  being 
easily  traced  to  his  great-great-grandfather,  Eleazer 
Hutchinson,  who  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in 
Coventry,  the  original  family,  on  coming  from  Eng- 
land, having  settled  in  Lebanon,  New  London 
county,  this  State. 

Lewis  Hutchinson,  father  of  Henry,  w^as  born 
March  16,  1807,  and  was  reared  to  farming,  al- 
though when  a  young  man  he  worked  for  some  time 
in  a  wool-carding  factory.  He  was  a  modest,  unas- 
suming gentleman,  and  always  prompt  in  his  at- 
tendance at  church.  In  politics  he  was  first  a 
Whig,  but  on  the  decadence  of  that  party,  and  tlic 
vivification  of  the  Republican,  he  united  with  the 


1  latter.  In  May,  1840,  he  married  Miss  Caroline 
j  Hopkins,  who  was  born  in  August,  iSio,  and  to  this 
\  marriage  were  born  si-x  children:  Walter  Hopkins, 
i  June  7,  1841;  Ilenry,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
I  Orrin,  born  in  1S45,  ^'^'^^'^  ilicd  in  1S48;  3.1ary 
I  Aurelia,  born  in  February,  1848,  who  died  in  Decem- 
I  ber,  1870 ;  Orrin  (2),  born  Xov.  i,  1850;  and  Le- 
mira,  born  Xov.  20,  1853,  niarried  to  Arthur  P. 
Loomis,  and  now  living  in  Bristol. 

Eleazer  Hutchinson,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
'  was  born  in  1780,  and  died  April  17,  1866,  a  member 
!  of  the  Congregational  Church.    He  was  a  farmer 
in  Coventry,  an  active  and  interested  meiuber  of  the 
State  militia,  and  in  politics  a  W  hig.    He  married 
Lydia  Simons,  of  AVindham,  and  to  this  union  were 
born  four  children :  Lewis,  mentioned  above ;  Mary, 
j  born  Sept.  22,  1809;  Lemira  and  Walter,  wdio  died  in 
j  infancy. 

j  Eleazer  Hutchinson,  great-grandfather  of  our 
j  subject,  was  a  drummer  hi  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
1  tion.  He  married  Huldah  Jones,  of  Coventry.  The 
[  great-great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  also  named 
I  Eleazer,  married  Ruth  Long,  of  Coventry,  and 
i  Eleazer,  the  great-grcat-great-grandfather,  married 
;  Jemima  Wright. 

I       Henry  Eiutchinson,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
1  sketch,  was  born  on  a  farm  in  what  was  known  in 
i  1843  '^s  Coventry,  now  Andover.    He  attended  the 
i  common  schools  of  Andover  up  to  the  age  of  eight- 
een  years,  and  then  a  select  school  of  the  same  place 
i  for  two  terms.    For  three  years  he  worked  at  cabi- 
i  net-making  in  a  toy  factory  in  X^'orth  Coventry,  and 
i  then,  in  1869,  came  to  Bristol  to  enter  the  case- 
I  making  department  of  the  E.  Ingraham  Clock  ^vlanu- 
j  facturing  Co.,  where  he  remained  about  three  years. 
I  He  next  entered  into  partnership  with  his  brother. 
I  Walter  H.,  in  the  grocery  trade,  on  the  Xorth  side, 
!  in  which  they  continued  for  eight  years,  and  then 
closed  out.    r\Ir.  Hutchinson,  returning  to  the  case 
department  of  the  E.  Ingraham  Co.,  worked  two 
I  years  as  a  journe}'man,  and  then  was  made  foreman 
of  the  "assembly"  of  oak,  walnut  and  other  natural 
solid  wood  cases,  which  position  he  yet  retains. 
^Ir.  Hutchinson  married,  June  4,  1872,  ^liss 
I  Mary  Elizabeth  Wooding,  who  was  born  Feb.  20. 
!  1851,  a  daughter  of  Lawson  Jared  and  Emeline  L. 
S  (Stone)  Wooding,  and  their  union  has  been  crowned 
'  with  four  children,  as  follows :  Carrie  Emeline,  born 
Feb.  22,  1874.  was  married  June  14,  1898,  to  Rev. 
'  Richard  Reed  Reynolds,  a  ^Methodist  divine  of 
.  Woodbury,  Conn.;  Fred  Wooding,  born  ]\Iarch  31. 
1877,  graduated  from  the  Bristol  high  school,  and  in 
1899  from  the  Wesleyan  University,  in  which  he 
is  now  assistant  to  the  professor  of  Astronomy. 
Raymond  Garfield,  born  Xov.  22,  1881,  graduated 
from  the  Bristol  high  school  in  1899,  and  is  now  tak- 
ing a  post-graduate  course  preparatory  to  entering 
the  Wesleyan  University;  and  Bertha  May,  born 
Feb.  27,  1885,  is  now  attending  the  high  school  of 
Bristol. 

Mr.  Hutchinson  and  fannly  are  all  members  of 


420 


COMMEMORA  Tli'E  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD.. 


the  Prospect  Methodist  Episcopal  Cluireh,  of  wliicli  ; 
.Mr.  llmeliinson  has  been  a  nicinber  ol  ihc  oHictal  I 
board  since  ii>7i.  collector  of  pew  reiu>  for  ihe  past  : 
iwenly  y^ars,  and  on  July  l,  liSyS,  was  elected  super-  ' 
inieni.lent  of  ihe  Sunday-school;  his  wife  is  a  mem- 
ber of  ilie  Ladies  Aid  and4  Foreign  .Missions  So-  : 
cieties.    I'oth  are  very  ardent  in  and  devoted  to  their  j 
church  work.    .Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Hutchinson  are  also  j 
members  of  T.ristol  Grange,  Xo.  iiO,  P.  of  Pi.    In  j 
politics  Mr.  iiutchinson  is.  a  stalwart  Republican,  j 
and  has  served  on  the  Second  district  school  com-  ; 
mittee,  of  which  he  has  been  treasurer  since  1SS9.  j 
The  fariiilv  live  in  W  est  street,  in  a  house  built  : 
b\  tlie  ]<LLe  Kiias  ingraham,  the  former  famous  clock 
manufacturer  of  Bristol,  and  enjoy  the  unfeigned 
esteem  of  an  extended  circle  of  the  best  residents 
of  Bristol.                             ■  ■  ^ 

JAMES  ROBIXSOX  TOPPIXG,  who  has  his 
residence  in  East  Hartford,  and  his  place  of  busi-  i 
iiess  at  Xo.  734  ]\Iaiu  street,  Hartford,  is  a  skilled  j 
pattern  and  model  maker,  having'  served  a  seven- 
years  apprenticeship  at  that  vocation  in  England. 
He  was  born  in  Boulogne,  France,  July  30,  1S44, 
his  father,  a  native-born  Englishman,  being  there 
employed  at  the  time  as  a  flax-dresser, 

Mr.  Topping  descends  from  ancestors  who  were, 
soldiers,  sailors  and  mechanics,  one  of  them  losing 
his  life,  in  the  first-named  capacity,  at  Waterloo, 
and  another,  as  a  sailor,  was  killed  at  Trafalgar. 
His  maternal  grandmoiher,  X'ancy  Hardy,  lost  two 
of  her  brothers  in  the  expedition  of  Sir  John  Frank- 
lin, and  one  in  the  search  for  Sir  John  Franklin  and 
his  ill-fated  companions,  ]Mr,  Topping's  parents 
were  Thomas  and  IMary  (Robinson)  Topping,  the 
father  a  native  of  Lancashire  and  the  mother  of 
Yorkshire,  England,  and,  as  intimated  above,  the 
father  was  a  flax-dresser.  He  followed  this  voca- 
tion in  England  and  France  until  the  Crimean  war 
cut  off  the  supply  of  raw  material  from  Russia,  and 
cotton  was  substituted.  He  then  engaged  in  the 
dry-goods  trade,  which  he  followed  in  Hull,  Eng- 
land, the  remainder  of  his  active  business  life,  and 
in  which  city  both  he  and  his  wife  ended  their  days. 
Of  their  nine  children,  James  R.,  our  subject,  was 
the  eldest  son,  and  of  the  sons  three  besides  him- 
self came  to  the  United  States :  Thomas  Hardy, 
now  foreman  of  the  pattern  department  of  the 
Electric  Co.,  in  Lynn,  !Mass. ;  John  R.,  a  pattern- 
maker doing  business  in  Boston,  Mass.,  and  \V'illiam 
W.,  a  pattern-maker  of  Hartford. 

James  R.  Topping  was  but  a  child  when  his 
parents  returned  from  France  to  England,  the 
French  Revolution  at  that  time  being  under  full 
sway.  He  was  reared  in  London  and  PIull,  and  at 
the  age  of  ten  years  ended  his  schooling.  He  had 
some  experience  in  his  father's  vocation,  but  this 
proving  to  be  unprofitable  he  worked  a  short  time 
in  a  rope  walk,  at  work  suited  to  his  years.  .At  the 
age  of  fifteen  he  apprenticed  himself  to  a  millwright, 
starting  in  at  seventy-five  cents  per  week,  but  being 


a  stout  lad  his  wages  were  increased  to  one  dollar 
pcr  week  in  a  slu^rt  time,  and  were  added  to  until 
they  ainoiuited  to  ?-.5o  per  week  fur  the  last  two 
years  of  his  ajjpienuceslup.  The  first  live  years 
Were  devoud  to  the  nieclianii.'al  part  of  his  trade, 
and  the  last  two  i.>  pattern-making,  and  -thus  he 
acquired  a  .fuH  laiuwledgc  of  the  business,  .Vt  the 
.Vrt  Institute  and  Cene'rai  Exhibition,  held  at  ivings- 
ton-Vpon-HuU,  England,  in  1870,  Mr.  Topping 
was  awarded  a  pri^'e  medal  for  a  model  of  the  screw 
steamsiiip  ■■.Mar-.'.ieu."  He  followed  his  trade  in 
i£riglanu  until  1071,),  when,  on  the  20th  elay  of  .\pril, 
lie  found  an  upportunity  of  working  his  passage  ta 
.Vnieriea  on  a  freight  vessel.  On  arriving  in  .\ew 
York  Citv  he  found  employment  in  the  Delamater 
Iron  Works  fur  a  few  months,  and  then  came  to 
Connecticut  and  worked  for  Hiraiii  PL  ^Maxim,  the 
"gun  man."  Later  he  returned  to  Xew  York,  when 
I\ir.  ]\faxim  went  to  that  city.  In  iSSi  yir.  Topping 
weni  10  England  on  business,  and  on  liis  return, 
six  months  later,  again  worked  for  jMr.  I\Iaxim,  in 
Philadelphia,  making'  machines  run  by  gas  from  oil. 
Xext  he  was  employed  as  foreman  for  the  Clemens 
^ilanufacturing  Co.,  of  .Vnsonia,  Conn.,  and  after- 
ward was  foreman  ui  the  pattern  department  of  the 
American  Ship  Building  Co.,  of  Phdadelphia.  He 
then  made  another  trip  to  England,  and  worked 
for  Pliram  2\iaxim  on  his  machme  gun,  then  being 
built  in  London.  In  the  fall  of  1884  Air.  Topping 
came  back  to  xAmerica  and  worked  in  Hartford, 
Conn.,  a  year  or  tv,-o.  Again  he  visited  England, 
and  on  returning  to  the  United  States  brought  with 
hnn  his  youngest  brother. 

On  Xov.  23,  1887,  ]Mr.  Topping  married,  in 
Plartford,  ^Miss  Alary  L.  Taylor,  a  native  of  Buffalo, 
X.  Y.,  and  subsequently  lived  in  Hartford  until 
September,  1893,  when  he  removed  to  East  Hartford 
and  built  an  excellent  home  for  himself  on  Wood- 
bridge  street.  In  1898  he  erected  another  good 
hiouse  for  renting.  In  politics  Air.  Topping  is 
Democratic  in  his  predilections,  but  acts  upon  his 
own  judgment  in  voting.  Fraternally  he  is  a 
member  of  Concord  Lodge,  X'o.  50,  F.  &  A.  AL, 
of  X'ew  York ;  of  the  .Amalgamated  Society  of 
Engineers,  which  he  joined  in  1867;  and  of  X^athan 
Plale  Lodge,  .V.  O.  U.  W.,  of  Hartford. 

Air.  Topping  has  crossed  the  Atlantic  ocean 
seven  times,  but  since  his  marriage  in  1SS7  has  set- 
tled down,  and  in  that  year  he  engaged  in  his 
present  business,  of  which  he  has  made  a  perfect 
success,  employing  several  men  to  assist  him.  He 
has  fought  his  way  through  the  world  without  pe- 
cuniary aid  from  others,  is  now  independent,  and  is 
respected  by  everybody  for  his  perseverance,  in- 
I  dustry  and  upright  life. 

FRAXCIS  BODWELL  CUAIMTXGS,  proprie- 
tor of  the  well-known  and  popular  livery  and  board- 
ing stables,  in  Hartford,  is  a  native  of  Vermont, 
born  Alarch  18,  1834,  in  Xewport,  and  comes  of 
stalw;  rt  Xew  England  ancestry. 
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Cyrus  Cummings,  father  of  Francis  B.,  was 
born  in  LitilcU  n,  X.  11.,  a  soii  of  Cyrus  Cunmiings, 
of  the  same  naiivity,  and  a  fanner  by  occupation, 
who  in  later  life  removed  from  Littleton  to  Newport, 
^  t.,  and  passed  the  rest  of  his  days  there.  Cvrus, 
tile  fatlur  ol  our  subji.ct,  was  a  mechanic,  a  worker 
in  wood  and  iron,  and  followed  that  business  for 
several  years  in  X'ermcmt,  coming  from  that  State 
to  Connecticut,  and  passing  the  later  days  of  his  life 
in  Hartford,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  sevcntv- 
ninc.  By  his  wife  Ruth  A.  (i'raitj  he  had  six 
children,  two  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Francis  B., 
and  Chloe  (Vviuow  of  F.  L.  King;,  uf  Laurence, 
I  ^Massachusetts. 

'  Francis  B.  Cunimings  received  a  liberal  edu- 

cation in  part  at  the  schools  of  his  native  place, 
Newport,  \'t.,  in  part  at  those  of  Lawrence,  r\lass., 
to  which  latter  place  he  moved  when  twelve  vears 
old,  thence  coming  to  Hartford  after  a  residence  of 
five  years.  Here  at  the  age  of  eighteen  he  com- 
menced to  learn  the  trade  of  machinist,  followins: 
same  for  seven  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time,  in 
1857,  he  embarked  in  the  livery  business  on  ^Nlain 
street,  remaining  there  some  fifteen  years,  then 
coming  to  his  present  location,  "rear  of  brown  stone 
church,"  Asylum  avenue.  Air.  Cummings'  livery 
and  boarding  stables  are  the  oldest  in  the  city,  and 
for  completeness  and  general  equipment  they  are 
not  surpassed  in  the  State,  containing  as  thev  do 
110  fewer  than  forty  horses  and  a  full  complement 
of  as  fine  livery  rigs  as  can  be  found  in  any  me- 
tropolis. 

On  Oct.  I,  1S59,  Air.  Cummings  was  married 
to  Louisa  Goodwill,  and  three  children  were  born  to 
them,  only  one  of  whom  is  now  living,  Fanny,  who 
married  George  AlcFIenry,  of  Hartford,  and  has 
two  children,  Elizabeth  and  Annie.  The  mother  of 
Airs.  AlcPlenry  died  at  the  age  of  forty-five  years, 
and  for  his  second  wife  Air.  Cummings  wedded 
Clara  Latham,  a  native  of  Halifax,  N.  S.,  and  they 
have  one  child,  Alarion  Shirley. 

In  politics  Air.  Cummings  is  a  Republican,  btit 
is  not  bound  by  any  party  ties  when  casting  his 
ballot,  as  he  invariablv  supports  the  candidate  he 
considers  best  adapted  for  the  office.  By  his  own 
individual  grit,  progressiveness  and  sound  judgment 
he  has  met  with  well-merited  prosperity,  and  is  now 
the  owner  of  considerable  property  in  Flartford,  in- 
cluding several  dwelling  houses.  He  is,  to  put  in 
plain  American,  a  typical  hustler,  and  a  thoroughly 
representative  wide-awake  New  Englander. 

PHILIP  P.  CARLON,  AI.  D.  Few  of  the 
physicians  of  Hartford  are  natives  of  that  city,  but 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  one  of  the  most  successful 
of  the  fraternity,  was  born  there  April  19,  1862. 

Hugh  Carlon,  his  father,  was  born  in  County 
Cavan,  Ireland,  and  from  1851  resided  in  Hartford. 
He  married  Aliss  Ann  Smith,  a  niece  of  Rev. 
Father  Brady,  first  pastor  of  St.  Patrick's  Church, 
Hartford,  and  had  six  children,  of  wdiom  three  are 


living:  John  is  a  resident  of  Hartford;  Aliss  Nellie 
is  a  teacher  in  St.  Joseph's  School,  in  that  city ;  our 
subject  being  the  youngest  of  the  trio. 

Ihe  iJocior's  education  was  begun  in  the  paro- 
chial schools  of  Hartford,  and  later  he  pursued  his 
stui-iies  in  Alonircal  College,  and  at  the  College  of 
the  Holy  Cross,  Worcester,  Alass.,  where  he  was 
graduated  in  18S2.  For  three  }ears  he  studied 
theology  in  Alontrcal,  and  his  medical  studies  v.'cre 
begun  in  the  Cniversitv  of  New  York,  where  lie  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  AI-.  D.  in  1S90.  For  three 
years  he  was  connected  with  the  Flatbush  Hospital 
and  Jn^ane  Asylum,  and  then  practiced  his  profes- 
sion in  New  York  City  for  the  same  length  of  time; 
in  1896  he  located  in  Hartford.  His  first  office  v.-as 
on  Alain  street,  and  he  now  has  two  offices,  one  at 
No.  23 Church  street,  and  the  other  on  Park 
street.  He  is  one  of  the  staff  of  St.  Francis  Hos- 
pital, and  is  an  active  member  of  the  City,  County 
and  State  Aledical  Societies.  The  duties  of  his 
practice  prevent  him  from  giving  much  atentiou  to 
non-professional  matters,  but  he  is  identified  so- 
cially with  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  the  Cath- 
olic Benevolent  Legion. 

CONSTANT  LOYAL  TUTTLE,  of  the  well- 
known  enterprising  firm  of  Tuttle  &  Alather,  dealers 
in  carriages  and  horse  goods  of  all  kinds,  the  em- 
porium being  at  Nos.  291-293  AUyn  street,  Hartford, 
is  a  native  of  Connecticut,  born  Dec.  14,  1850,  in 
Plymouth. 

Elizur  Tuttle,  his  father,  was  also  born  in  Plym- 
outh, the  date  of  his  birth  being  Feb.  26,  1806, 
and  from  there  he  removed  to  Bristol.  By  trade 
he  was  a  wood-turner,  and  made  bedsteads,  chairs, 
etc.,  by  hand.  In  Bristol  he  farmed  as  well,  and  also 
at  Belleville,  Ontario,  Canada.  In  Plymouth  he 
engaged  in  the  manufacturing  of  candy  boxes,  which 
he  sold  in  Hartford.  In  1865  he  removed  to  Bark- 
hamted,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and  there  farmed 
until  the  spring  of  1881,  in  that  year  taking  up  his 
residence  in  Hartford,  where  he  passed  the  rest  of 
his  days  dying  Jan.  15,  1888.  At  one  time  he  ped- 
dled clocks  in  Pennsylvania,  New  York  and  Canada. 

On  Sept.  25,  1835,  in  Canada,  Elizur  Tuttle  mar- 
ried Alary  Danford,  who  was  born  Alay  i,  1816, 
in  that  country,  and  died  in  New  Britain  in  1S94. 
Eleven  children  were  born  to  this  union,  as  follows: 
(i)  Emily,  born  Nov.  25,  1836,  at  Stirling,  Canada, 
married  William  Sweet,  of  Plymouth,  Conn.,  and 
has  six  children,  Alice,  Eva,  Jennie,  Ida,  William 
and  Jesse.  (2)  Lydia,  born  at  Stirling,  Canada, 
married  E.  H.  Alerrill,  of  Winsted,  Conn.,  and  had 
three  children,  Oliver,  Cora  and  Etta.  (3)  Sarah 
AL,  born  at  Penfield,  N.  Y.,  married  David  Buell,  of 
New  Britain,  and  has  one  child.  Electa.  (4)  Helen, 
born  in  Bristol,  Conn.,  married  Henry  Kavill,  of 
West  Haven,  Conn.,  and  died  in  November,  18S4. 
She  had  one  child.  Alary.  (5)  William  H.,  born 
in  Plymouth,  Conn.,  married  Jane  Beany,  and  has 
three  children,   Hattie,   Bertha  and   Grace.  (6) 
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Phcbc  J.,  born  al  riyiuouth,  Coim.,  married  Harvey  | 
Tucker,  of  TariUvillc,    and    had    three    children,  i 
Albert,  Ira  and  Mabel.     ^^7}  Constant  L.  is  the  5ub-  i 
ject  of  these  lines.  ;^S)  Alpheus  A.,  born  at  Plym- 
outh,  is  a  veterinary  surgeon  at  Attlelioro,  Alass. ; 
ho  married  Delle  i'aiter^on,  but  has  no  children. 
(9)  Millard  li.,  born  at  i'lymouth,  was  drowned 
at  the  age  of  hve  years,     (loj  Gatria  E.,  born  at 
Plymouth,  married  Thomas  S.  Matlier,  and  is  now 
deceased.    Thev  had  six  children,  Alpheus,  Sannicl, 
Lewis,  Plarry,  David  and  Helen.    (11)  Une  child 
died  in  infancy. 

Constant  L.  Tnttle,  whose  name  opens  this 
sketch,  received  the  greater  part  of  his  education  at 
the  schools  of  his  native  place,  and  from  1865  '^'^ 
1881  he  was  employed  in  lumbering  and  farming 
at  Barkhamsted,  Conn.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two 
years  he  commenced  business  for  his  own  account ; 
in  18S4  he  embarked  in  the  trucking-  business  in 
Hartford;  in  18S8  the  firm  of  Tuttle  6c  ^^lather  was 
organized ;  in  April,  1899,  they  changed  the  busi- 
ness to  that  of  dealers  in  carriages  and  horse  goods 
of  all  kinds. 

In  18S1,  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  Constant  L.  Tuttle 
was  married  to  ]\Iiss  Jennie  E.  Horrox,  of  Barkham- 
sted; there  are  no  children.  In  politics  2\Ir.  Tuttle 
is  a  Republican. 

CAPT.  IRA  BEXHA^I  SAIITH,  skilled  as  a 
die-sinker  and  machinist,  located  on  'Main  street, 
Bristol,  and  one  of  the  most  gallant  soldiers  that 
went  to  the  front  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion, 
was  born  in  ]Meriden,  Conn.,  Aug.  16,  1S40,  a  son 
of  Lucius  B.  Smith,  w'ho  died  in  1S93,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years. 

Lucius  B.  Smith  was  born  in  Xew  York  State, 
and  lost  his  parents  while  still  an  infant.  He  was 
reared  by  his  maternal  uncle,  Erastus  Parmelee,  a  j 
resident  of  [Nleriden,  Conn.,  and  learned  black- 
smithing.  Lucius  B.  Smith  went  to  California  in 
18^9  with  the  ^Montague  company,  formed  in 
Meriden  and  vicinity,  crossing  the  plains  going, 
accumulated  considerable  wealth  by  working  at  his 
trade  of  blacksmith,  and  returned  via  the  Isthmus. 
He  was  a  Republican  in  politics,  but  never  sought 
office,  being  a  modest  gentleman,  nor  was  he  a  mem- 
ber of  any  secret  society.  In  religion  he  v.-as  an 
Episcopalian.  Lucius  B.  Smith  was  twice  married, 
the  first  time  to  Caroline  Griswold,  of  ^^leriden,  and 
to  this  union  were  born  six  children,  as  fullows: 
Ira  B.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Frederick  L.,  who 
has  long  been  employed  in  the  general  offices  of  the 
New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad  Co., 
in  New  Haven,  but  resides  in  ]\Ieriden ;  Willie  D, 
living  in  New^  Britain,  is  a  toolmaker  for  the  Stanley 
Rule  &  Level  Co. ;  Lucy,  twin  of  Willie  D.,  died 
in  infancy;  [Marshall,  also  deceased  in  infancy;  and 
Carrie  May.  married  to  Charles  ^lorse,  of  the  firm 
of  Church  &  Morse,  hardware  merchants  in  ]\Ieri- 
den.  The  second  marriage  of  ]\Ir.  Smith  was  to 
Mrs.  Jane  Bridgeham,  of  3>Iadison,  Conn.,  and  by 


I  this  marriage  was  born  one  daughter,  Nellie  Bas- 
j  sett,  who  is  married  to  Arthur  W.  Trueller,  in  the 
I  meat  and  protluee  business  at  New  l^riiain. 

Solomon  Smith,  father  of  Lucius  B.,  and  grand- 
father of  the  Captain,  was  a  hero  of  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  and  after  that  glorious  struggle  had  been 
bruught  fo  a  successful  conclusion  passed  the  re- 
maintler  of  hi^  life  in  farming  in  central  New 
York. 

Capt.  Ira  P..  Smith  attended  the  public  schools 
of  ^leriden  until  he  had  attained  the  age  of  seven- 
teen years,  when  he  entered  the  office  of  N.  C.  San- 
ford  Co.,  maiuu'acturers  of  augers  and  skate.-,  at 
Yalesville,  Conn.,  and  of  whose  works  the  Captain's 
father  was  then  manager.  Ira  B.  here  held  his  posi- 
tion as  shipping  clerk  until  i860;  then  worked  for 
Wooster  &  Glover,  at  Derby,  making  sewing-ma- 
chine needles,  until  May,  1S61,  when  he  gallantly  re- 
sponded to  Pre^ident  Lincoln's  call  for  75,000  vol- 
imteers  to  assist  in  quelling  the  Rebellion.  He 
served  in  Company  D,  2nd  Conn.  \'.  I.,  under  Capt. 
Dana  Russell,  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Bull  Run, 
and  was  mustered  out  Aug.  21,  1861,  his  three- 
months'  term  having  expired.  Immediately  after 
being  mustered  out  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  7th 
Conn.  \'.  I.,  and  with  this  regiment  was  the  first  to 
set  foot  on  South  Carolina  soil,  at  Hilton  Head, 
Nov.  4,  1861  ;  his  was  the -first  regiment  to  lioat 
its  flag  in  the  Palmetto  State  after  the  opening  of 
hosxilitics.  He  was  at  the  capture  of  Fort  Pulaski, 
Ga.,  April  lo-ii,  1S62;  in  the  attempt  to  Secession- 
ville,  S.  C.  June  10,  1S62;  at  the  capture  of  St. 
John's  Bluff,"  Fla.,  Oct.  7,  1S62;  the  battle  of  Po- 
cotaligo,  S.  C,  Oct.  22,  1862;  Bermuda  Hundred, 
\"a.,  [May  12,  1864;  assault  on  Woodbridge's  Hill, 
Va.,  [May  12,  1864;  battle  of  Drury's  Bluff",  \"a., 
[May  16,  1S64,  and  again  at  Bermuda  Hundred, 
i  June  12,  1864.  Flere  he  was  captured  and  taken 
to  .Vndersonville,  Ga.,  where  he  was  confineti  [ire- 
ciselv  three  months.  On  Sept.  8,  1864,  he  was  in- 
carcerated in  the  Charleston (  S.  C.)  jail,  but  placed  on 
the  firing  line  of  the  Cnion  batteries,  the  Confeder- 
ates hoping  that  the  presence  of  the  boys  in  blue 
in  this  perilous  position  would  clieck  the  bombard- 
ment by  the  Unionists.  For  a  month  [Mr.  Smith 
was  held  in  this  disagreeable  predicament,  when  he 
was  transferred  to  Florence,  S.  C,  confined  in  a 
stockade,  similar  to  that  at  Andersonville,  for  three 
months,  and  then  paroled  and  sent  to  Charleston 
harbor  for  transportation  home  on  a  furlough  of 
three  months,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  he  re- 
joined his  regiment  at  \\'ilniington,  N.  C,  and  served 
until  mustered  out,  in  July,  1865,  at  Goldsboro, 
North  Carolina. 

The  extraor<linary  gallantrv  of  our  subject  was 
early  recognized,  and  he  was  often  selected  by  his  su- 
periors to  perform  deeds  of  daring,  but  his  promo- 
tion was  late  in  conn'ng,  as  far  as  cnmmission  is  con- 
cerned. For  attention  to  duty,  intelligence,  brav- 
ery and  good  behavior  while  in  the  ranks,  he  had 
been  promoted  to  first  sergeant,  but  for  consi)icuou3 
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bravery  and  meritorious  coinluct  before  the  enemy 
on  every  lieKl  he  was  conimissionetl  captain  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1805,  a  "big'  jump"  from  first  sergeant. 

At  the  elise  oi  the  war  Capt.  Smitli  was  em- 
ployed l\ir  a  year  as  machinist  at  Gali<-tn,  Uhio,  on 
llie  Atlantic  v\:  Great  W  estern.  He  then  retm-nevl 
to  Meriden.  Conn.,  and  wrked  as  a  machinist  in  tiie 
Charles  Parker  gun  shops  for  a  \  ear,  wlien  he  was 
made  foreman  of  the  press  department,  with  a 
force  of  nearly  Rfiy  men  under  him.  In  1873  he  re- 
signed this  i)osition  on  account  of  ill  health,  and  in 
partnership  with  his  brother-in-law,  Lucas  A.  iJolph, 
bought  out  the  grocerv  of  Charles  Ives,  in  Yalesville, 
but  a  year  later  bought  the  business  of  Air.  Dolph, 
and  conducted  the  business  on  his  own  account  four 
years.  He  then  went  to  work  for  the  Oneida  Com- 
munity in  W'allingford,  having  charge  of  its  spoon 
manufactory  until  1881,  when  he  went  with  the 
CoiTinuuiity  to  Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y.  He  was  their 
superintendent  until  18S5,  when  he  resigned  and 
went  to  Tliorold,  Canada,  forming  the  Ontario  Silver 
Co.,  for  the  manufacture  of  spoons,  \vith  a  capital 
stock  of  820,000,  which  he  managed  for  two  years. 
He  then  sold  his  interest  and  returned  to  \\'alling- 
ford,  Conn.,  where  for  two  years  he  worked  on  a 
contract  for  making  clock-cases  for  the  Judd  2^1anu- 
facturing  Co.  He  next  made  a  speculative  trip  to 
California  for  six  months,  came  to  Bristol  in  Feb- 
ruary, 188S,  and  accepted  the  superintendencv  of 
the  German  silver  spoon  department  of  the  Bristol 
Brass  &  Clock  Co.,  having  under  him  a  force  of  175 
hands.  In  Alarch,  189S,  he  started  his  present  die- 
making  and  special  machinery  establishment  on 
Main  street. 

Capt.  Smith  was  most  happily  married,  in  Febru- 
ary, 1S64,  to  Aliss  Susan  K.  Maynes,  daughter  of 
Alexander  G.  Alaynes,  of  iVleriden,  and  to  them 
were  born  three  children :  Harmon  P^rederick,  born 
Nov.  16,  1867  married  Julia  Baldv\-in,  of  W'alling- 
ford, who  has  borne  him  tv.-o  children.  Ira  Baldwin 
and  Edmund  Herman.  [Marshall  Ira,  born  in  1873, 
is  a  toolmaker  in  the  Eagle  Lock  Co."s  factory  at 
Terryville ;  he  is  married  to  Annie  Funck,  daughter 
of  August  Funck,  and  is  the  father  of  one  child, 
Susan  Rachel,  born  in  June,  1896.  Robert  Alaynes, 
born  in  June,  18S1,  is  now  learning  die-making. 

Capt.  Smith  is  a  member  of  Franklin  Lodge, 
No.  56,  F.  &  A.  yi.,  and  has  been  a  ^Nlason  thirty- 
seven  years ;  also  of  Stephen  Terry  Lodge.  Xo.  59. 
I.  O.  O.  F. ;  and  of  Gilbert  W.  Thompson  Com- 
mandery ;  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  Bristol 
Grange,  No.  116,  and  attend  the  Episcopal  Clntrch. 
In  politics  Capt.  Smitli  is  an  ardent  Republican,  is 
very  popular,  and  althou.gh  never  a  seeker  after  office 
was  elected  burgess  the  second  antl  third  years  after 
the  borough  of  Bristol  was  erected. 

LEVI  EEXXETT  COCFIRAX,  M.  D.,  physi- 
cian and  surgeon  of  Hartford,  was  born  Dec.  8, 
18C7,  in  Durhamville.  Oneida  Co.,  X'ew  "^k'ork. 

The  family  is  of  Scotch-Irish  origin,  and  his 


j  grandfather,  Andrew  Cochran,  was  a  native  of  Bel- 
I  fast,  Ireland.    Rev.  Andrew  Cochran,  his  father, 
j  was  a  Presbyterian  clergyman,  and  for  thirty  years 
i  was  pastor  of  the  church  at  C  hieida  Casile,  X. 
■  Just  after  his  deaih,  in  1887,  a  new  church  was 
;  completed,  and  named,  in  his  memory,  the  Cochran 
j  Memorial  'Church.     He  married  Cath.arine  INIore, 
\  a  native  of  Dutchess  county,  X.  Y.,  and  of  their 
I  six  chiUlrcn  three  are  living,  as  follows:  John  ^l., 
a  resident  of  Oneida,  X'.  Y. :  Levi  B. ;  and  Cather- 
ine, teacher  of  Latin  and  Cjreek  in  the  Teachers 
College  of  Columbia  I'niversity. 
I       Levi  B.  Cochran  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Oneida,  X'^.  Y.,  and  on  graduating  from  the  high 
school  took  a  position  in  a  drug  store  in  Oneida. 
Later  he  completed  the  course  in  the  College  of 
Pharmacy  at  Philadelphia,  and  for  a  time  was  em- 
ployed in  a  drug  store  there.    In  1890  he  entered 
the  Aledical  Department  of  the  L'niversity  of  Penn- 
sylvania, graduating  with  the  class  of  i?93,  and  for 
seven  months  he  was  resident  physician    of  the 
Cooper  Hospital,  at  Camden,  X.  J.    The  next  two 
vears  he  spent  as  assistant  physician  at  the  mines 
at  Lattimer,  Penn.,  and  in  1896  he  located  at  Hart- 
ford, Conn.,  engaging  in  general  practice.    He  is  a 
member  of  the  City.  County  and  State  IMedical  So- 
cieties, surgeon  of  the  Connecticut  Xaval  Battalion, 
and  visiting  physician  of  the  Hartford  Orphan  Asy- 
ilum.     He  was  formerly  a  member  of  the  Stille 
Aledical  Society  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  1898  the  Doctor  was  married,  at  Lowville, 
Lewis  Co.,  X.  Y.,  to  Alary  Louise,  daughter  of  Dr. 
jNIiles  H.  Bronson. 

JOHX  GEAOIILLhas  from  early  manhood  been 
actively  identified  with  the  business  interests  of 
Hartford,  where  his  father  before  him  made  an 
honorable  name,  and  he  is  well  and  favorably  known 
in  the  city  in  various  connections. 

Air.  Genimill  is  of  Scottish  lineage,  his  father, 
James  Genimill,  having  been  a  native  of  Kilmarnock, 
Scotland,  where  he  was  reared  and  educated,  and 
learned  the  tailor's  trade.  He  followed  his  trade  in 
his  native  land  until  coming  to  America,  in  1835, 
and  locating  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  whence  he  removed 
to  Thompsonville  and  later  to  Suffield,  this  county, 
at  the  latter  place,  where  he  resided  until  the  spring 
of  1861,  conducting  a  store.  The  remainder  of  his 
life  was  passed  in  Hartford,  where  he  located  in 
business  at  Xo.  45  Asylum  street,  carrying  a  line  of 
ready-made  clothing  and  men's  furnishing  goods, 
and  also  conducting  a  custom  tailoring  business. 
In  1862  he  removed  to  Foster's  present  location, 
and  took  his  son-in-law,  James  Clarke,  into  partner- 
ship, the  firm  being  Genimill  &  Clarke  until  iSOG. 
when  our  subject  was  received  into  the  business, 
and  it  became  Genimill  &  Son.  Two  years  later 
the  elder  Mr.  Genimill  sold  his  interest  to  his  son, 
and  with  E.  F.  Burnham  and  Mr.  Clarke  continued 
the  business  under   the   firm   name   of  Genimill, 
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Clarke  &  Co.  tinlil  187 1,  when  the  partnership  was 
dissolved.  Mr.  Clarke  retaining-  the  store  jtist  nien- 
lioneil,  and  Genunill.  Burnhani  ^  Co.  returning-  to 
the  old  location,  Xo.  45  Asylum  street.  After 
twelve  years  of  suecessful  husiness  there  tliey  re- 
moved to  the  new  building  erected  bv  them  in  i8S_', 
and  liere  the_\-  have  remained  to  the  iireseiu  day, 
enjoying-  a  constantly  increasing  and  profitable 
patronage.  ]Mr.  Gemmill's  reputation  as  a  business 
man  of  honor  and  the  strictest  integrit}-,  conibined 
with  his  pleasing-  personal  characteristics,  has  gained 
liim  a  hig'li  place  among  his  associates,  whctiicr  in  tiie 
business  world  or  in  private  life,  and  he  has  i)roved  a 
credit  to  his  Scottish  ancc.-try  as  a  sturdy  upholder 
of  the  right. 

James  Gemmill  married  ^Vliss  IVlaria  Clutter- 
buck,  a  native" of  Hngland,  and  to  their  union  were 
born:  ^largaret,  who  died  young;  Hilary,  who  mar- 
ried James  Clarke,  of  Bloomfield.  this  couiiiy  ;  John, 
whose  name  introduces  this  sketch ;  James,  who 
died  young;  and  Robert,  of  Xew  York  City.  The 
father  passed  away  in  Hartford  yiay  3,  1S71,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-five  vears,  the  motlier  surviving  until 
Xov.  21,  1S83,  when  she  passed  away  at  the  age 
of  seventy-one  years  ;  both  were  laid  to  rest  in  the 
cemetery  at  Suf¥ield. 

John  Gemmill  was  born  Jan.  5,  1840.  in  Suffield, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood,  attending  the  common 
schools  and  the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute.  In 
i860  he  went  to  Xew  York  City,  where  he  was  in 
the  employ  of  Lord  &  Taylor  until  April,  1S61, 
w^hen  he  came  to  Hartford,  clerking  for  liis  father 
until  his  enlistment,  July  15,  1862,  in  Company 
A,  i6th  Conn.  \'.  I.  He  was  promoted  to  corporal 
and  sergeant,  and  served  honorably  to  the  close  of 
the  struggle,  receiving  his  discharge  June  20,  1865, 
at  Xewbern,  X.  C.  Soon  after  his  return  to  Hart- 
ford he  engaged  in  business  with  his  father,  and  the 
history  of  his  commercial  career  is  the  historv  of 
the  business,  as  given  above.  In  1866  he  wedded 
Miss  Lcttie  Alorris,  of  Rutland,  Yt..  who  died  in 
1893.  They  had  three  children :  Hattie  and  Robert, 
who  died  young;  and  r\Iarguerite  [Morris,  now  the 
wife  of  Ralph  K.  Swett,  of  Hartford,  who  travels 
for  the  Pope  Manufacturing  Company. 

iVIr.  Gemmill  has  been  identified  with  various 
social  and  religious  interests  of  his  city,  being  a 
thirty-second  degree  ^Nlason  (member  of  Sphinx 
Temple,  ]\Iystic  Shrine),  a  member  of  th.e  Army 
and  Navy  Club,  and  a  memljer  of  Robert  O.  Tyler 
Post.  G.  A.  R.  For  one  year  he  was  major  of  the 
Hartford  Veteran  City  Guard.  In  church  connec- 
tion he  is  a  Baptist,  was  for  twenty-five  years  united 
with  the  South  Church,  and  has  served  as  deacon 
in  the  South  and  Washington  Avenue  Baptist 
Churches ;  he  is  now  a  member  and  deacon  of  the 
Asylum  Avenue  Baptist  Church,  in  which  he  is  serv- 
ing as  chairman  of  the  society  committee.  lie  is 
also  a  niember  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Y. 
M.  C.  A.,  discharging  all  the  duties  of  these  trusts 
with  characteristic  faithfulness  and  a  zeal  which 


!  could  leave  no  room  for  doubt  as  to  his  genuine  in- 
;  terest  in  the  welfare  of  th.e  organizations  concerned. 

:  IIOX.  RlCIIAi^D  II.  COXDOX,  now  first  se- 
1  lectuian  of  the  town  of  Farniington,  is  a  true  type 
:  uf  American  j^rogress  and  enterprise.  His  intellec- 
'  ti:a!  energy,  pru<.ient  business  meth.ods  and  reliable 
I  sagacity  liave  all  combined  tu  make  him  one  of  the 
I  ablest  business  men  of  the  community. 

yiv.  Condon  was  born  in  County  Limerick,  Irc- 
I  land,  June  28,  i860,  son  of  John  Condon,  a  large 
j  farmer  of  that  comity,  where  he  died  in  1S72.  After 
!  settling  up  the  estate  the  mother  came  with  her  six 
cliildren  to  America,  and  our  subject  made  his  home 
with  his  sister,  Mrs.  Bridgman,  in  Cnionville,  Hart- 
ford Co.,  Conn.    At  the  present  time  he  has  one 
brother,  John  II.  Condon,  and  two  sisters,  ]\Irs. 
Rom-ke  and  ^Irs.  Hanrahan,  residing  at  the  town 
of  Farming-ton. 
I       In  the  Xational  schools  of  his  native  land  ^Ir. 
!  Condon  began  his  education,  and  after  coming  to 
this  country  pursued  his  studies  for  a  time  in  the 
village  schools  of  LInionville.    While  still  in  school 
l:e  began  running  errands  for  George  Richards,  w"ho 
then,  as  now,  was  engaged  in  the  feed  and  grain 
business  in  L'nionville,  and  in  1883  he  became  a 
member  of  the  firm,  which  now  carries  on  business 
I  imder  the  firm  name  of  George  Richards  &  Co. 
j  Th.ey  own  and  operate  a  large  gristmill  at  Union- 
I  vilic,  and  have  built  up  an  excellent  trade  as  dealers 
I  in  tiour,  feed  and  grain. 

i  In  Collinsville,  Conn.,  2\Lt.  Condon  was  united 
j  in  marriage  with  2\Iiss  Susan  Burnett,  a  daughter  of 
I  George  Burnett,  and  to  them  has  been  born  one  son, 
j  Frank  Burnett  Condon.  Fraternally  j\Ir.  Condon  is 
j  a  prominent  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the 
j  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  the  Independ- 
I  ent  Order  of  Foresters,  and  the  Benevolent  and 
!  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  Politically  he  has  been 
i  a  stanch  Democrat  since  casting  his  first  vote  in 
j  Farmmgton.  The  first  office  to  which  he  was  elect- 
!  ed  by  his  townsmen  was  that  of  tax  collector ;  in 
i  1889  he  represented  the  town  in  the  State  Legisla- 
i  ture,  and  for  the  past  four  years  he  has  been  first 
selectman.  His  official  duties  have  always  been  most 
capablv  and  satisfactorily  discharged,  and  he  has 
j  become  a  prominent  figure  in  business,  political  and 
j  social  circles.  ; 

j  EDWARD  J.  MULCAHY,  dealer  in  clothing, 
i  hats  and  furnishing  goods,  at  Xos.  33  to  41  Asylum 
}  street,  Hartford,  is  one  of  the  city's  successful  mer- 
i  ehants,  and  is  a  native  and  a  continuous  resident  of 
:  the  city. 

I\Ir.  INIulcahy  has  one  of  the  largest  stores  in 
I  his  line  in  the  city.  His  business  house  is  in  a 
j  conspicuous  location  on  one  of  the  leading  business 
!  streets  in  Hartford ;  it  has  a  frontage  of  50  feet  and 
i  a  depth  of  150  feet,  and  the  interior  is  well  ar- 
I  ranged  and  business-like.  Mr.  Mulcahy  is  one  of 
the  best-known  merchants  in  the  city.  Through 
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his  ability,  strict  adherence  to  business  principles, 
good  nianagenient,  and  honorable  and  fair  ilcalini:^, 
he  has  been  successful.  l"or  ukuiv  years  he  has  been 
one  of  the  coamiittec  of  the  Hartford  I'ublic  High 
School,  and  he  is  a  nieniber  of  the  board  of  street 
commissioners.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Knights 
of  Columbus,  and  treasurer  of  Charter  Oak  Council. 

THOMAS  BCXXELL,  employed  by  tlic  Xcw 
Departure  Bell  Co.,  Bristc'l,  was  born  'Md.y  2j,  1S39, 
in  Bristol,  Conn.,  at  Xo.  160  Divinity  street. 

Hezekiah  Bunnell,  grcat-great-grandfathcr  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  in  Cheshire,  Conn., 

whence  he  moved  to  Burlington,  Hartford  county. 
He  married  Esther  Plumb,  and  they  had  seven 
sons.  Hezekiah  took  up  an  extensive  tract  of  land 
in  Burlington,  and  when  he  died.  ]\Iay  25,  1764,  he 
willed  to  each  of  his  sons  a  large  farm.  The  mother 
passed  from  earth  Dec.  20,  176S. 

Xathaniel  Bunnell,  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  1733,  and  was  frozen  to  death 
December  15,  1759,  a  severe  snowstorm  overtaking 
him  while  he  was  out  deer  hunting.  In  1756  he 
married  Thankful  Spencer,  who  was  born  in  1735, 
and  died  Jan.  25,  1S17.    They  had  three  children. 

X'athaniel  Bunnell,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  !May  20,  175S,  and  died  Aug.  22,  1S28. 
He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  in  connection 
was  also  a  basket  maker,  which  was  a  profitable  in- 
dustry in  those  days.  He  served  as  a  soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  war.  Twice  married,  his  second 
wife  was  Rhoda  (Bates),  born  Oct.  5,  1761,  and 
died  July  29,  1852.  Their  children:  (i)  Dinah, 
born  Dec.  12,  1795,  died  April  23,  1S75,  married 
Royal  Grover.  (2)  Laura,  born  2\Iarch  24,  1798, 
died  Aug.  27,  1S2S.  (3)Phileta,  born  Feb.  10,  1800, 
died  Xov.  15,  1815.  (4)  Allen,  born  Feb.  7,  1802, 
died  iMay  20,  1873.  (5)  Susannah,  born  Oct.  27, 
1804,  died  in  1S34.  (6)  Thomas,  born  X^ov.  9, 
1806,  died  Feb.  11,  1895.   Of  these, 

Allen  Bunnell,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Burlington,  Conn.,  received  his  editcation  there 
in  the  Center  district  school,  and  learned  the  trade 
of  carriage  maker  of  a  man  by  the  name  of  Hale ; 
the  factory  was  a  little  over  a  mile  north  of  the 
Center.  He  served  seven  years  at  this,  beginning  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  years.  When  a  young  man  he 
removed  to  Bristol,  and  carried  on  a  carriage  shop 
in  Divinity  street.  Fie  died  ]May  20,  1873,  in  what 
is  known  as  Edgewood,  Bristol.  On  Feb.  8,  1826, 
he  married  Rhoda  Atwater,  who  was  born  X'ov. 
16,  1800,  in  Bristol,  a  daughter  of  Lucius  and 
Rhoda  (Qmrchillj  Atwater,  the  last  named  being 
a  lineal  descendant  of  Gov.  William  Lyon,  of 
Colonial  days.  She  died  July  20,  1879,  Edge- 
wood,  Bristol.  Their  chiklren :  (i)  Caroline,  born 
Jan.  13,  1827,  married  Franklin  Steele,  of  Bristol, 
and  died  Dec.  9,  1898.  (2)  Emily,  born  Jan.  30, 
1828,  married  John  H.  Sessions,  of  Bristol.  (3) 
Charles  R.,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere. 
(4)  Susannah,  born  Sept.  lO,  1832,  married  Ed- 


:  ward  Porter,  of  Bristol.  (5)  Rhoda,  bom  June  23, 
1835,  died  May  3,  1836.     (^0)  Thomas,  our  sub- 
ject.   (7)  Sterling,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  else- 
\\here.    The  father  of  this  family  was  one  of  the 
first  .Vbolilionisls,  and  was  one  of  the  seven  men  of 
Bristol  who  at  one  time  held  the  controlling  power 
,  in  the  town.    He  was  a  very  strong  Union  man,  and 
j  equally  aggressive  on  the  temperatice  subject.  He 
was  converted  when  about  twenty-one  vears  of  age. 
while  attending  the  services  of  the  Congregational 
Church  of  his  town.    When  he  came  to  consider 
I  the  question  of  Baptism,  he  asked  to  be  immersed; 
'the  pastor  was  loath  to  administer  as  requested,  so 
this  cause  led  him  to  the  Baptist  Society  in  Pkistol, 
'  where  he  joined.    There  he  formed  the  acquaint- 
:  ance  of  her  who  was  to  be  his  loved  and  loving 
,  companion  in  all  lus  after  life.    She  had  become 
a  member  there  at  the  age  of  eleven  years.  In 
I  1842  the  preaching  of  William  ^Miller,  that  the  end 
I  of  the  earth's  probation  was  near  at  hand,  found 
a  response  in  them,  and  they  became  what  is  known 
\  as  Second  Adventisi;s.   They  were  exemplary  Chris- 
tians at  home  or  wherever  they  went,  both  dying 
!  in  the  triumphs  of  Christian  faith.     They  were 

buried  in  West  cemetery,  Bristol. 
!       Thomas  Bunnell,  whose  name  opens  this  sketch, 
was  six  years  old  when  his  parents  removed  to 
I  Whigville,  in  Burlington,  the  school  of  which  place 
■  he  attended  until  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age.  At 
•  that  time  he  removed  to  Illinois,  and  along  with  his 
brother  Charles  R.  operated  a  farm  on  shares,  for 
two  years.    He  then  came  to  ^^'higville,  and  thence 
proceeding  to  Unionville,  worked  at  wood-turning 
I  for  Allen  &  Bunnell  about  one  and  one-half  years. 
;  Then  returning  to  Whigville  (Burlington),  he  was 
in  the  employ  of  E.  K.  Jones  at  wood-turning  some 
;  twelve  months,  or  until  the  financial  panic  of  1857, 
:  which  blasted  his  plans  to  attend  school  at  ^\'ilbra- 
;  ham  Academy.    We  next  find  him  in  Xew  Britain, 
i  in  the  employ  of  the  Stanley  Rule  &  Level  Co., 
wood-turning,  and  here  he  remained  until  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  Civil  war. 
i        In  the  early  part  of  April,  1861,  'Mr.  Bunnell 
;  enlisted  in  Harris'  Light  Battery,  for  three  months, 
and  was  quartered  at  Hartford ;  but  as  notice  had 
I  been  received  that  no  more  three-months  men  would 
t  be  accepted,  they  were  paid  off   and  disbanded, 
I  and  he  then  enlisted  in  Company  G,  4th  Conn.  \  . 
;  I.,  and  was  mustered  in  iSIay  22,  1861.    His  regi- 
!  ment  served  in  the  summer  and  fall  of  1861  on  the 
i  upper  Potomac,  guarding  wagon  trains  and  doing 
provost  duty  about  and  in  the  towns  of  Hagcrstown, 
j  Williamsport,  Darnestown,  and  Harper's  Ferry.  On 
'  Oct.  9,  the  regiment  marched  over  Long  Bridge  to 
i  Arlington  Heights,  and  garrisoned  Fort  Richard- 
;  son.    Later  the  different  companies  were  stationed 
i  at  Forts  Scott,  Ward,  Barnard,  Ellsworth,  Worth 
;  and  Berry,  of  the  defences  of  Washington.  The 
j  regiment  was  changed  to  the  ist  Conn.  Heavy  Ar- 
)  tillery  Jan.  7,  18G2,  and  the  following  spring  went 
with  the  siege  train  with  McClellan,  besieging  York- 
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town.  After  tliai  tlioy  were  ciiQagod  in  tlic  opera- 
tions about  Richmond,  and  were  at  the  battle  of 
Hanover  Court  House,  wliere  Mr.  JUmncU  unaided 
captured  a  captain  of  the  28th  Xiuih  I'arohna  rcp- 
ment ;  tlie  captain  was  well  armed,  having',  besides 
his  regulation  sword  and  navy  revolver  in  his  belt, 
a  revolver  in  his  pocket.  The  last  Mr.  Bunnell  has 
in  his  possession  now.  Soon  after  this  the  seven 
days'  battle  that  ended  at  ^Malvern  Hill  took  place, 
in  which  ]\Ir.  Bunnell  took  an  active  part.  Later 
the  regiment  was  at  Harrison's  Landing,  \'a..  from 
thence  returning,  in  August,  1S62,  to  the  defenses 
of  Washington.  In  September  following  Mr.  Bun- 
nell, with  eleven  others  from  the  regiment,  was  de- 
tailed on  recruiting  service,  and  was  thus  engaged 
in  Connecticut  until  January,  when  the  party  re- 
turned to  \'irginia,  he  to  Company  G.  at  Fort 
Barnard.  From  this  time  until  the  spring  ot  1864 
he  was  in  the  operations  confined  to  the  defences 
of  Washington,  south  of  the  Potomac.  On  yiay 
II,  1864,  the  regiment  embarked  at  Alexandria, 
\a.,  and  ^lay  13,  landed  at  Bermuda  Hundred, 
joining  Gen.  Butler's  command.  From  this  on  un- 
til Lee  surrendered  I\Ir.  Bunnell  was  almost  con- 
stantly engaged  in  some  of  the  many  batteries  ly- 
ing between  the  James  river  on  the  right  and 
Petersburg  on  the  left,  excepting  the  time  taken 
by  his  going  with  Gen.  Terry  to  the  capture  of  Fort 
Fisher,  N.  C.  The  regiment  spent  about  three 
months  collecting  Rebel  ordnance  in  their  aban- 
doned works  on  the  James,  below  Richmond,  then 
returned  to  Fort  Ellsworth,  Va..  where  they  were 
mustered  out  of  the  Cnited  States  service,  at  once 
returning  to  Hartford,  were  paid  and  given  their 
discharge.  ^Ir.  Bunnell  re-enlisted  Dec.  17,  1863, 
and  was  mustered  out  Sept.  25,  iS(55.  having  served 
continuously  four  years,  four  months  and  three 
days.  He  was  never  wounded.  From  private  he 
was  promoted  to  corporal,  and  as  such  acted  as 
ordnance  sergeant  about  Petersburg  and  the  James 
river,  then  to  sergeant,  and  later  to  regimental  color 
bearer,  bringing  the  colors  home  to  Connecticut. 

Returning  to  the  paths  of  peace,  ]\Ir.  Bunnell 
and  his  brother  Charles  R.  formed  a  partnership 
in  the  wood-turning  business  in  \\'hig\-ille,  in  the 
factory  now  occupied  by  D.  E.  [Mills,  but  at  the 
end  of  a  year  our  subject  sold  out  his  interest  in 
tthe  concern  to  his  brother ;  then  for  some  three 
years  worked  for  Warner  &  Sessions  in  Edgewood 
(Bristol)  ;  thence  went  to  Quincy,  III.,  and  there, 
along  with  a  ]Mr.  Jennings,  carried  on  a  commission 
stable  business  for  about  two  years,  at  the  end  of 
that  time  selling  ovit  and  returning  to  Connecticut. 
In  Hartford  for  some  eighteen  months  he  followed 
his  old  trade  of  wood-turning,  then  worked  in  same 
iine  for  J.  H.  Sessions  &  Sons,  resigning  in  1885 
to  take  up  a  completely  new  business,  that  of  en- 
larging pictures,  in  which  line  he  traveled  through- 
out the  State  of  Connecticut  thirteen  years,  and 
then  accepted  his  present  position  with  the  Xew 
Departure  Bell  Co. 


On  June  5,  l8'il,  Thomas  lUnmell  was  united  in 
niarriage  with  Sarah  Amelia  B.low,  who  died  May 
30,  1806,  without  issue.  On  July  (),  i8'')7,  he  niar- 
I  ried  (second)  I'decia  Leonora  ]\laguire,  who  was 
I  born  Jan.  20,  1842,  at  Emiiskillon,  Irelaiul,  a  daugh- 
'tcr  of  Hugh  and  Annie  (^Gordon)  ^laguire,  who 
emigrated' with  their  family  to  this  country  in  IMay. 
I  1842.  They  were  active  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  was  licensed  as  a 
local  preacher  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  and  con- 
tinued as  such  through  life,  being  widely  known 
in  the  towns  surrounding  LLartford.  where  he  lived 
about  thirty  years.  By  trade  he  was  a  carpenter. 
He  died  in  Hartford  in  1880,  his  wife  dying  in 
1S90,  in  Bristol,  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  with 
whom  she  lived  after  the  death  of  her  husband. 
They  are  buried  in  Spring  Grove  cemetery,  Hart- 
ford. Children  as  follows  have  been  born  to  Air. 
and  IMrs.  Bunnell :  (i)  Schuyler  Ulysses,  born  Sept. 
14,  1S68,  in  Bristol,  Conn  ,  married  Cora  WhittLsey, 
of  Bridgeport,  Conn. ;  he  is  a  photographer,  and 
lives  in  Norfolk,  \'a.  (2)  Allen  Afton,  born  Feb. 
2,  1874,  is  in  the  employ  of  the  Liberty  Bell  Co.. 
Bristol.  (3)  Sarah  Elecia,  born  Sept.  2,  1876, 
graduated  from  Brown  University,  Providence,  R. 
L,  in  the  class  of  1899,  and  is  now  a  school  teacher 
in  Xew  Canaan,  Connecticut. 

In  religious  faith  Air.  Bunnell  is  a  member  of 
the  Advent  Christian  Church, in  which  he  has  served 
as  a  deacon  since  Xov.  25,  1878.  Mrs.  Bunnell  is  a 
member  of  the  Prospect  M.  E.  Church,  and  uf  the 
Ladies  Aid  and  Alissionary  Societies.  In  politics 
our  subject  is  a  stanch  Republican.  He  is  an  in- 
dustrious, energetic  man,  and  is  numbered  among 
the  leading  citizens  of  the  community  in  which  he 
lives. 

GEORGE  X.  THOAIPSOX,  of  the  town  of 
Canton,  an  enterprising  and  successful  business 
man  of  his  locality,  was  born  Feb.  17,  1847,  in 
West  Hartland,  this  county,  and  comes  of  a  good 
Rhode  Island  family. 

Joseph  Thompson,  our  subject's  grandfather, 
was  born  and  reared  in  Rhode  Island,  and  was  mar- 
ried there.  After  a  time  he  removed  with  his 
family  to  Connecticut,  and  for  some  years  he  fol- 
lowed the  shoemaker's  trade  at  Colebrook,  Litch- 
field county,  in  connection  with  farming,  but  late  in 
life  he  returned  to  his  birthplace  to  spend  his  re- 
maining days. 

Joseph  Thompson  (  2),  our  subject's  father,  was 
also  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  but  his  boyhood  was 
mainlv  spent  in  Tolland  and  West  Hartland.  where 
he  received  a  district-school  education.  He  was 
trained  to  farm  work  and  chose  agriculture  as  an 
occupation,  locating  first  at  Hartland,  this  county, 
and  later  at  West  Hartland,  where  he  purchased  a 
farm  and  made  many  improvements.  He  died  May  5, 
1872,  and  was  buried  in  Hartland  Hollow  cemetery. 
Upright  and  honest  in  his  dealings,  he  commanded 
the  respect  of  his  associates,  and  was  frequently 
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chosen  to  local  ofliccs,  iiioludini;-  iliat  of  sclccuiiaii. 
At  one  time  lio  represented  the  u>\\\\  ot  llarlland 
in  the  State  Legislature.  IVilitieally  l  e  was  tirst 
a  \\  liig'  and  then  a  Republican,  and  in  religious 
faith  he  was  a  Congregationalist.  His  tir^t  wile, 
Sarah  A.  (Xewtoii).  was  a  native  of  J  Jariland,  and 
their  marriage  occurred  there.  She  did]  leaving"  one 
son,  our  suliject,  and  2\lr.  Thompson  then  married 
Cclestia  Shepard,  daughter  of  Deacon  Lyman 
Sh.epard,  of  \\  est  Granville,  Mass.  Jly  this  mar- 
riage there  were  fourteen  children:  Charli.tte,  who 
died  in  childhood :  Sarah,  who  married  Theodore 
Liaves,  of  Urani)_\' ;  Llara,who  nKirricd  .Miles  Godard, 
of  Granby ;  ^lary,  wife  of  Mortimer  X'ining;  Maria, 
■who  never  married ;  ^Martha  T.,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; Charles,  a  resident  of  Granville  Corners; 
Joseph,  who  resides  in  Suflield  ;  hlora.  who  married 
George  Adams,  of  Sufneld  ;  Edmund,  a  resident  of 
Thompsonville  ;  Jennie,  widow  of  Walter  Tanner; 
\\'ilbert,  a  resident  of  Riverton ;  Edna,  wife  of 
Orin  Auger,  of  Xew  Haven;  and  ^liles,  who  died 
in  infancy. 

The  Xewton  family,  from  which  our  subject  is 
descended  in  the  maternal  line,  is  of  pioneer  stock, 
and  his  great-grandfather,  Abiathier  Xewton,  was 
born  in  Durham,  Conn.,  in  early  manhood  settling 
in  Hartland,  where  he  owned  and  cultivated  a  large 
tract  of  land.  He  was  an  excellent  business  man, 
and  in  addition  to  general  farming  he  devoted  special 
attention  to  the  raising  of  cattle  for  market.  In 
politics  he  was  an  Old-line  ^^  big,  and  he  took  an 
active  part  in  religious  affairs,  having  been  one 
of  the  first  deacons  of  the  church  in  Hartland. 
He  and  his  wife,  Anna  (Cowels),  of  East  Hartford, 
died  at  their  homestead  manv  years  ago  and  their 
remains  now  rest  in  the  cemetery  in  West  Llart- 
land.  They  had  eight  children :  Eunice,  who 
married  Joel  Ensign;  Anna,  who  never  married; 
Sally;  Sarah,  who  remained  single;  Isaac;  Johnson; 
Lester ;  and  Mary,  who  died  in  childhood. 

Lester  Xewton,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was 
born  in  1796,  in  Hartland,  and  died  in  1840.  He 
resided  upon  the  homestead  throughout  life,  assist- 
ing his  father  until  the  death  of  the  latter,  and  then 
taking  charge  of  the  place.  He  was  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  politi- 
cally was  a  \\'hig.  His  wife,  Sarah  Lawton,  who 
died  in  1846,  was  born  in  Rhode  Island,  daughter 
of  Joseph  Lawton.  also  a  native  of  that  State.  They 
had  five  children :  Flavcl  Cowels,  wdio  is  still  liv- 
ing in  Hartland;  Sarah  A.,  our  subject's  mother; 
Theresa  T.,  who  married  Samuel  Gilman,  of  Win- 
sted.  Conn. ;  Clarinda  Augusta,  who  married  David 
T.  Bosworth,  of  Hartland;  and  Joseph  L.,  a  resi- 
dent of  South  Windsor. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  district  schools 
of  Hartland  and  the  academies  at  East  Hartland, 
Conn.,  and  West  Granville,  !Mass.  On  coming  of 
age  he  left  home  to  make  his  own  way  in  life,  and 
after  spending  one  year  in  Llartland  he  engaged  in 
the  meat  business  in  East  Granville,  Mass.,  wheie 


he  remained  one  year.  He  spent  one  year  in 
Granville,  and  one  year  at  Collinsville,  locating 
afterward  in  Hartland,  and  continuing  the  busi- 
ness for  some  time.  He  tlien  removed  10  Iowa  and 
engaged  in  the  stock  business,  but  in  iSi^j  he  re- 
turned to.this  county  and  settled  in  Canton,  purchas- 
ing the  \\  illiam  Jiarber  farm.  The  cuIti\ation  of 
the  farm  occupies  much  of  his  time,  but  he  is  also 
interested  in  butchering"  and  dealing  in  cattle. 
Honest,  upright  and  industrious,  he  well  deserves 
his  success,  and  his  fellow  citizens  hold  him  in  high 
esteem,  as  is  shown  by  his  election  to  various  oftices 
of  trust.  At  times  he  has  served  as  sclociman,  and 
represented  Hartland  in  the  State  Legislature  in 
1875,  tSS6  and  again  in  1S93.  In  his  religious 
views  he  is  liberal,  and  socially  is  connected  witii 
Amos  Beecher  Lodge,  X'o.  121,  F.  &  A.  Isl.,  Xcw 
Hartford,  and  the  chajiter  and  council  at  Coliins- 
ville. 

On  June  3,  1868,  Mr.  Thompson  married  Celia 
L.  Roberts,  a  native  of  Hartland,  wdiere  her  faniily 
is  highly  respected.  Her  father,  Eli  Roberts,  died 
July  26.  1865.  and  her  mother,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Celia  Lane,  died  Jan.  19,  1900.  ^Iv.  and  ^Irs. 
Thompson  have  one  daughter.  Alma  IM.,  who  was 
educated  in  the  district  and  select  schools  of  Hart- 
land, the  high  school  at  Bristol,  and  ^IcLean's  Sem- 
inary, at  Simsbury.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  she 
began  teaching  school,  and  for  some  time  she  taught 
in  Hartland,  Windsor  and  ^^'eatogue,  but  she  is 
now  the  wife  of  Arthur  F.  Warner,  a  well-known 
citizen  of  West  Suffield. 

FREDERICK  A.  WEST,  who  has  been  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  manufacturing  interests 
of  Hartford  for  a  number  of  years,  was  born  in  that 
city  Sept.  II,  1856.  and  belongs  to  an  old  and  hon- 
ored pioneer  family. 

]\Ir.  West's  ancestors  settled  at  an  early  date  at 
Stafford  Springs,  Conn.,  and  Alva  West,  his  great- 
grandfather, who  was  born  in  Stafford,  Conn.,  about 
1760,  served  in  the  Continental  army  from  ]May  9. 
^775^  Dec.  18,  of  that  vear,  as  a  member  of  the 
3rd  Connecticut  or  2nd  Continental  regiment.  On 
June  20,  1777,  he  re-enlisted,  in  Samuel  Webb's 
regiment,  in  which  he  was  made  a  corporal  in  July. 
1777,  and  served  until  discharged,  on  June  20,  1780. 
His  death  occurred  at  his  home  in  Stafford,  when 
he  w-as  ninety-one  years  of  age. 

Horatio  ^^'est,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was 
born  in  Stafford  Springs  March  4,  1785.  and  passed 
his  life  there.  He  owned  and  operated  a  large 
farm,  but  personally  maintained  a  life  of  ease  and 
even  luxury  for  that  day,  his  fondness  for  fine 
horses  having  been  especially  noticeable.  His 
wealth  and  leisure  were  not  selfishly  used,  how- 
ever, as  he  took  an  active  part  in  town  affairs,  serv- 
ing on  the  school  committee  and  in  other  offices. 
On  Aug.  13,  iSii,  he  was  married  bv  Rev.  Samuel 
Bloss  to  Miss  Phoebe  Cushman,  and  they  had  a 
large  family  of  children,  the  names  and  dates  of 
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birth  being  as  follows:  Fidelia,  Xov.  ii,  18 u; 
NiiK'lta,  May  17,  1813;  Ilcnryotui,  Marcii  22,  1815; 
Horatio  Gates,  July  o,  1817;  i'htebe,  C)et.  i,  1818; 
Alonzo.  (Jot.  9,  i8jo;  i'hilo,  Jan.  i,  iSjj;  Susan, 
July  ^8,  )8^5;  Mahlon  R..  Aug.  27,  i8_'0;  Gidding 
IL,  Aug.  28,  1829.  Mahlon  K.  was  a  lawyer  in 
StaUorJ  and  later  in  Hartford,  wlierc  he  iLiok  hrst 
rank  in  the  profession..  He  served  as  a  representa- 
tive in  the  State  Legislature,  and  on  the  board  of 
aldermen  in  Hartford. 

Philo  West,  the  father  of  our  sul)jcct.  was  born 
and  reared  at  Stafford  Springs,  and  in  1S42,  at 
the  age  of  nineteen,  he  went  to  Hartford  to  en- 
gage in  the  trueking  business.  Later  he  became 
a  partner  in  the  hrm  of  ^Liin  &  West,  wlio  were  for 
many  vears  the  leading  truckmen  of  the  city,  keep- 
ing about  thirty-five  teams  employed.  After  the 
death  of  his  partner,  Hlijah  J.  Main,  he  continued 
the  business  alone  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
Aug.  8,  1S61.  His  inhuence  was  recognized  in  local 
affairs  as  well  as  in  business  circles,  and  politically 
he  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party.  Lie  was 
a  leading  member  of  the  I'irst  Baptist  Church  of 
Hartford,  contributing  liberally  of  his  time  and 
means  to  its  work.  His  wife,  Abbie  A.  [Main,  was  a 
"daughter  of  Bradley  [Main,  of  Willington,  Conn., 
and  later  of  South  \\'indsor,  where  he  owned  a  large 
farm.  Her  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Betsey 
Talmadge,  was  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Talmadge,  a 
lieutenant  in  the  Revolutionarv  army  from  Xew 
York  State.  Philo  A\'est  and  his  wife  had  four 
children:  (i)  Addie  E.  married  John  D.  French, 
and  died  in  1878,  leaving  two  sons,  J.  Arthur  and 
Howard  W.  (2)  Estella  L.  married  Benjamin  S. 
Woodward,  president  of  the  \\"oodward  «S:  Rogers 
Co.,  of  ILirtford.  ('3)  Frederick  A.  is  mentioned 
more  fully  below.  (4)  Rev.  William  Ward  \\'est, 
a  minister  in  charge  of  a  Baptist  Church  in  Pitts-  i 
burg,  Penn.,  is  a  graduate  of  Rochester  L'niversity, 
at  Rochester,  X.  Y..  and  a  bright  and  able  man. 
He  is  president  of  the  Baptist  Young  Peoples 
L'nion,  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Our  subject's  early  education  was  secured  in  the 
second  Xorth  school  and  the  Brown  school  of  Hart- 
ford, and  in  Hannum's  Business  College,  in  the 
same  city,  while  his  habit  of  reading  has  kept  him 
well  abreast  of  the  times.  On  leaving  school,  at 
.the  age  of  about  twenty,  he  began  to  learn  the  ma- 
chinist's'-trade  in  the  Xational  Screw  Co.'s  factory, 
of  which  his  uncle,  Ehjah  S.  Pierce,  was  superin- 
tendent and  general  manager.  He  remained  there 
four  years,  and  in  1878  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Pratt  &:  Whitney  Co.,  in  the  lathe  department  of  the 
machine  shop.  After  four  years  he  took  'the  con- 
tract for  that  department,  of  which  he  had  charge 
until  his  resignation,  about  forty-five  men  being 
tinder  his  direction.  After  twenty-two  years  of 
service  with  the  Pratt  &  Whitney  Co.,  Mr.  West  re- 
signed his  position  as  foreman  of  the  lathe  de- 
partment, and  accepted  a  position  as  special  agent 
of  the  American  Real  Estate  Co.,  of  Xew  York, 


I  with  ofiice  in  the  Sage  &  Allen  building,  Hartford. 
I  Mr.  \\  e>l' is  not  only  successful  in  his.  cho.-en  Hue 
j  of  work,  but  he  takes  keen  interest  in  public  atlairs. 
I  He  served  two  years  as  councilman  from  the  Fourth 
I  ward,  and  in  189S  was  elected  alderman,  the  honor 
being  conferred  each  time  by  acclamation  and  with- 
out opposition.    At  present  he  is  chairman  of  the 
joint  standing  committee  on  \\  ater  Works.    He  is 
a  member  of  Charter  Oak  Lodge,  Xo.  2,  L  O.  O. 
F.,  in  which  he  is  past  grand;  and  he  is  past  officer 
in  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen ;  and 
past  regent  of  the  Royal  Arcanum.    He  has  also 
been  interested  in  military  affairs,  and  has  served 
as  a  corpora!  in  the  Governor's  Foot  Guard,  and  as 
lieutenant  in  the  \"eteran  Corps.    [Mr.  West  is  act- 
ive in  religious  work  as  a  member  of  the  First  Bap- 
tist Church,  is  one  of  the  society's  committeemen, 
and  for  twenty-two  years  has  served  as  librarian. 

[Mr.  West  married  Nellie  Isl.  Roberts,  daughter 
of  Albert  W.  Roberts,  a  well-known  citizen  of  Hart- 
ford, and  four  children  have  brightened  their  liome: 
[\Label  Roberts,  Clarence  Burton,  Robert  Ward,  and 
Helen  Abbie  (deceased). 

WILLARD  S.  HEXRY  has  in  his  successful 
career  aft'orded  a  striking  illustration  of  how  life's 
battle  may  be  won  by  pluck,  perseverance  and  prob- 
ity. Though  born  a  poor  boy,  and  early  obliged  to 
meet  the  world's  buffetings  alone,  he  has  conquered 
adversity  through  the  innate  force  of  an  unconquer- 
able will  and  an  uncompromising  resolve. 

[Mr.  Henry  was  born  at  Cohoes,  X.  Y.,  Xov. 
20,  1853.  son  of  John  L.  and  Rebecca  (Fonda) 
Henry,  who  had  a  family  of  three  sons  and  nine 
daughters.  They  were  in  straitened  circumstances, 
and  when  ^^'illard  was  but  ten  years  old  his  father 
enlisted  in  the  189th  X.  Y.  Y.  L  Then  the  lad  went 
to  work  in  the  Condv- Knitting  [Mills,  Oswego,  X. 
Y.,  where  he  was  employed  most  of  the  time  for 
about  a  year.  During  the  next  two  years  circum- 
stances so  favored  him  as  to  permit  him  to  attend 
school,  but  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  went  back  to 
the  cotton  mill,  to  begin  once  more  the  same  old 
daily  grind. 

in  1867  the  Condy  mill  was  burned,  and  the 
proprietors  rebuilt  at  Fulton,  X.  Y.,  and  there  Wil- 
lard  S.  Henry  faithfully  toiled  until  1873.  In  that 
yeaV  S.  H.  Condy,  son  of  one  of  the  owners,  leased 
the  [Manchester  Knitting  [Mills  for  a  year,  and  [Mr. 
Henry  accompanied  him  from  Fulton.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  Condy's  lease  the  plant  passed  into  the 
control  of  A.  L.  Clark,  with  whom  our  subject  be- 
gan as  a  knitter,  and  worked  on  in  that  capacity 
until  188 1.  His  skill  and  experience  as  a  workman, 
joined  to  his  industry  and  faithfulness,  then  earned 
for  him  promotion  to  the  position  of  superintendent, 
and  this  position  he  has  ever  since  filled  with 
marked  ability.  From  fifty  to  sixty  employes  (both 
sexes)  are  under  his  immediate  control,  and  the 
output — knitted  underwear — is  of  a  high  grade  of 
excellence. 
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On  July  4,  1870,  Mr.  llcniv  was  married  to 
Miss  lunnia  L.  Thompsun,  <'t  MaiKhcstor,  and  of 
this  union  were  horn  lour  oi'.iiilrcn  :  Elizabeth,  Ha- 
zel ]\.,  Lleorge  T.,  antl  John.  The  mother  died  July 
20,  iJ^Wj,  and  on  <-  )et.  lO.  iS.)'>,  .Mr.  Ikury  wedded 
Mi.^s  Geruude  'I'aylor.  .Mr.  ilenry  ib  a  Repui;li- 
can  in  polities,  and  soeially  belongs  to  Manehosler 
Lodge,  Xo.  73,  1".  .S;  .\..  M.  He  is  a  member  of  no 
church. 

.MAXL1L"S  HIXM.VX  .XORTO.X,  superin- 
tendent of  the  H.  J.  }ili!ls  papcr-bo.x  factory  at 
Bristol,  was  born  in  that  city,  ".\ug.  12,  1800,  a  son 
of  Leonard  .-Vndrew  Xorton,  and  a  brother  of  ]\lilo 
Leonard  Norton,  in  whose  biography  elsewhere  will 
be  found  the  ancestral  history  of  the  Xorton  family 
as  far  back  as  the  time  of  Henry  VHl  of  England. 
The  record  here  will  be  conlined  to  that  of  the  life 
of  Leonard  A.  Xorton  and  that  of  Manlius  H.,  his 
son. 

Leonard  Andrew  X'orton  was  born  in  Bristol 
Aug.  9,  1S13,  and  was  reared  a  farmer.  He  mar- 
ried Aug.  22,  1847,  ^i'ss  2vlartha  Dewey,  a  native 
of  New  Haven,  bora  May  5,  1S23,  a  daughter  of 
Christopher  Dewey,  and  a  descendant  from  the 
same  family  from  which  the  naval  hero,  .-Vdmiral 
Dewey,  descends.  She  is  the  mother  of  two  chil- 
dren :  Milo  Leonard,  with  whom  she  makes  her 
home  in  Bristol,  and  Manlius  H.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch ;  one  child,  Emma  !Martha,  was  born  .April 

23,  1853,  and  died  Aug.  5,  1S54.  Leonard  Andrew 
Norton,  the  father,  was  an  early  -Abolitionist  in  his 
politics,  but  changed  as  parties  changed,  later  be- 
coming a  Republican,  and,  still  later,  a  Prohibition- 
ist. In  religion  he  was  first  an  orthodox  Baptist, 
but  perhaj^s  thirty  years  prior  to  his  dissolution  he 
became  a  Seventh  Dav  Baptist,  and  passed  awav  in 
that  faith  July  16,  1895. 

:^Ianl  ius  Hiuman  X'orton,  after  attending  the 
Bristol  common  schools  until  fourteen  years  of  age, 
worked  in  the  S.  Emerson  Root  brass  factory  about 
three  years,  and  learned  electro-plating.  He  then 
studied  medicine  two  years  under  Dr.  "LL  L  Brad- 
ley, of  New  Haven,  but  relinquished  the  study  and 
returned  to  Bristol  to  enter  the  employ  of  Benajah 
Hitchcock,  paper-bo.x  manufacturer.  '.A  vear  and 
a  half  later  H.  J.  Mills  and  David  3>Ii.x  purchased 
the  plant,  and  with  these  gentleman  ^Mr.  Norton- re- 
mained, Mr.  ]\Iills  eventually  purchasing  the  entire 
establishment.  In  1SS7  Air."  Xorton  was  appointed 
general  superintendent  of  the  factory,  w-hich  position 
he  still  fills  in  a  most  able  and  satisfactory  manner, 
having  the  management  of  about  thirty  hands  and 
manufacturing  paper  boxes  of  every  variety  and  for 
every  conceivable  use. 

Manlius  H.  Norton  has  twice  married,  first  Nov. 

24,  1886,  to  Aliss  Alinnie  Idella  Dayton,  who  was 
born  May  11,  1866,  a  daughter  of  Warren  Dayton, 
of  Wallingford.  To  this  union  were  born  two  chil- 
dren: Howard  Manlius,  Oct.  16,  1888,  and  Irving 
Dewey,  June  26,  1891.   Mrs.  Minnie  I.  Norton  was 


I  called  away  July  25,  1896,  and  for  his  second  help- 
I  meet  Mr.  Xorton  married  June  30,  1897,  Aliss  Nellie 
:  Lva  Brightman,  who  was  born  Jan.  13,  1875,  a 
daughter  of  Edwin  R.  Brightman,  also  of  Bristol. 

In  politics,  to  which  mdced  he  pays  but  little 
attention,  Mr.  Xorton  is  of  Democratic  inclining, 
i  and  in  1899  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Borough 
:  Board  of  .\s.^essors  lor  one  year.    Eraiernally  he 
j  is  a  member  of  Ethan  Lodge,  Xo.  9,  Knights  of 
I  Pythias,  Bristol,  has  passed  all  the  chairs,  and  has 
'  been  keeper  of  the  records.    In  1890,  at  the  twenty- 
;  second  session,  in  Eebruary,  he  was  admitted  a 
'  member  of  tlie  grand  lodge  at  Torrington,  and  in 
1899  was  commissioned  deputy  grand  chancellor  of 
I  the  grand  lodge,  lu.vi^ig  Bristol,  Xew  Britain  and 
>  Plantsville  under  his  charge.    In  1891  he  joined 
Hull  Company,  Xo.  5,  Uniform  rank,  K.  of  P.,  of 
Bristol was  elected  recorder,  then  appointed  regi- 
mental sergeant-major  of  the  Second  regiment,  then 
j  second  lieutenant,  then  first  lieutenant,  then  major 
!  of  the  Second  battalion,  and  in  1890  was  elected 
colonel  of  the  Second  regiment  for  four  years. 

Air.  Xorton  is  also  a  member  of  Pequabuck 
Lodge,  X'o.  48,  I.  O.  O.  F".,  of  which  he  is  past 
grand ;  also  of  Ruth  Rebekah  Lodge,  X'o.  24,  ladies 
auxiliary  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  of  this  lodge,  to 
I  W'hich  his  wife  likewise  belongs,  he  has  been  drill 
!  master  for  the  past  five  years.    Air.  Xorton  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Khorassan,  is  a  member 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Foresters,  in  which  he 
is  a  past  chief  ranger,  and  Avas  a  member  of  the 
Pilgrim  Fathers,  but  has  withdrawn.    Air.  Xorton 
was  formerly  connected  with  the  Alethodist  Church, 
but  owing  to  his  Universalist  belief  he  withdrew 
;  and  continues  in  the  Universalist  faith.    Airs.  Xor- 
;  ton  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

j  THOAIAS  FRAXCIS  EGAX,  one  of  the  best- 
I  known  citizens  of  Southington,  who  is  now  serving 
\  as  deputy  sherifi:  and  cotirt  officer  of  the  common 
I  pleas  court  of  Hartford  cotmty,  was  born  in  that 
I  town  Jan.  10,  1854,  and  is  a  son  of  William  E.  and 
1  Catherine  (Gorry)  Egan,  both  natives  of  King's 
County,  Ireland. 

The  father  came  to  .America  in  1849,  and  located 
I  in  southeastern  Sottthington,  where  he  was  at  first 
I  employed  as  a  farm  hand.    The  following  year  his 
parents,  Thomas  F.  and  Catherine  (Larkins  )  Egan, 
j  also  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic  and  took  up  their 
,  residence  in  Southington,  Conn.,  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject  being  engaged  in  farming  in  the 
southeastern  part  of  the  town.    Flis  children  were 
Alichael;  Ann,  wife  of  Thomas  Alahon ;  William 
E. ;  Thomas  ;  James  ;  Patrick  ;  and  John.    The  ma- 
!  ternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were  Daniel  and 
'  Mary  (Kelly)  Gorry,  of  King's  County,  Ireland. 

During  the  Civil  war  the  father  of  our  subject  en- 
!  listed  in  Company  G,  9th  Conn.  V.  I.,  and  was 
mustered  into  the  United  States  service  as  a  private 
I  in  October,  1861.    He  died  at  New  Orleans,  La., 
'  in  August,  1862,  from  disease  contracted  in  the 
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amiy.  In  his  family  wore  five  cliiklrou  who  reached 
maturity:  Tlioiiias  F..  Daniel  D.,  Joseph  A..  |anie» 
C,  and  William  E. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  passed  in 
Soutliington,  and  he  received  a  common-school  ed- 
iicat,ion.  On  attaining  his  majority  he  began  an 
apprenticeship  to  the  cutler's  trade,  serving  three 
years,  and  later  he  worked  as  a  journeyman  at  that 
trade  for  four  years.  In  i88r  he  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Peck,  Stow  &  Wilcox  Co.,  in  the  box  depart- 
ment of  their  works,  and  has  continued  his  connec- 
tion with  them  up  .o  the  preseiit  time. 

On  Feb.  iS,  1S7S,  !Mr.  Egan  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  !Miss  Ellen  M.  White,  a  daughter  of 
John  and  ^Mary  (Fox)  \\'hite,  of  Ireland,  and  of 
the  children  born  to  them  six  are  now  living:  Will- 
iam E.,  Catherine  E.,  Anna  T.,  Thomas  F.,  Jr.,  John 
J.  and  Joseph.  !Mr.  Egan  and  his  family  are  com- 
mimicants  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  he  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  the  An- 
cient Order  of  United  \A"orkmen.  Flis  political  sup- 
port is  given  to  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Re- 
publican party.  In  18S4  he  was  elected  constable  of 
Soutliington,  which  office  he  held  continuously  un- 
til June,  1S95,  when  he  was  appointed  deputy  sheriff, 
which  position  he  is  now  filling  in  a  most  creditable 
and  acceptable  manner.  Since  Jan.  i,  1S99,  he  has 
also  been  court  officer  of  the  common  pleas  court 
at  Hartford,  and  his  official  duties  have  always  been 
most  faithfully  and  conscientiously  discharged.  He 
is  a  member  of  Samuel  AVoodrufF  Post,  Sons  of 
Veterans,  and  of  the  Southington  Fire  Department, 
Hook  &  Ladder  Company,  Xo.  i,  of  which  he  was 
foreman  from  1897  until  October,  1899. 

ANDREW  SAMUEL  DICKIXSOX,  the 
owner  of  one  of  the  best-kept  farms  in  the  town 
of  East  Windsor,  Hartford  county,  descends  from 
one  of  the  oldest  families  in  Xew  England,  but  it 
will  suffice  the  purpose  of  this  sketch  to  state  that 
his  grandfather,  John  Dickinson,  was  born,  lived  and 
died  in  Haddam,  ^liddlesex  Co.,  Conn.  He  married 
Polly  Archer,  and  to  their  union  were  born  nine 
children:  Amos,  who  was  a  sailor  cf  Killingworth; 
W'illiam,  who  died  at  Deep  River;  ^lary,  Mrs. 
Ventress,  who  lived  in  Haddam;  Hettie,  ^Irs.  Will- 
iams, whose  husband  was  lost  at  sea;  Eli,  who 
lived  in  Chester ;  Xancy,  who  married  Aaron  Ayers  ; 
Hannah,  who  with  her  husband  died  at  Deep  River ; 
Sophia,  who  became  Mrs.  Asahel  Tyler;  and  Sam- 
uel, father  of  our  subject. 

Samuel  Dickinson  was  educated  in  a  public 
school,  learned  the  trade  of  stone-cutting,  and  in 
his  later  years  became  a  farmer,  though  he  worked 
at  butchering  in  the  winter  season.  He  married 
Miss  Elizabeth  Burr,  who  was  born  in  May,  1825, 
and  of  whose  family  mention  will  be  made  farther 
on.  To  this  union  were  born  seven  children,  in  the 
following  order:  Lydia,  w'ho  was  first  married  to 
George  Burr,  and  after  his  decease  to  Joseph  Spen- 
cer; Andrew  S.,  the  subject  of  this  biographical  no- 


j  tice;  Eleanor,  wife  of  Charles  Julnison.  of  Deep 
1  River ;  George,  in  Haddam ;  Marv,  married  to  Mer- 
I  ntt  Doan,  of  East  Windsor;  Hattie,  wife  of  Albert 
i  Brainard,  of  Haddam;  and  hlUsworth,  of  the  same 
i  town.    Samuel  Dickin.-on,  the  father  of  this  familv, 
I  died  in  Haddam  in  1864,  from  sickness  contracted 
j  whde  serving  in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil 
I  war,  and  liis  widow  is  still  a  resident  of  that  town. 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Dickinson  is  a  daughter  of  David 
and  Polly  (Dlatchley)  Burr,  and  a  granddaughter 
of  David  Burr,  the  former  of  whom  served  in  the 
war  of  1S12,  under  Gen.  Brainard,  and  was  at 
Saybrook  during  tlie  burning  of  the  town  of  Essex 
by  the  British.    The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burr 
numbered  seven,  and  were  born  in  the  following 
order:  Flenry,  who  died  in  Haddam;  Lavina,  wife 
of  Darius  Skinner;  Stephen,  who  married  Fannv 
Lane;  Benjamin,  in  liaddam ;  Elizabeth,  mother  of 
our  subject;  Lydia,  of  Xorth  Guilford;  and  Le- 
ander,  in  ^liddletown. 

Andrew  S.  Dickinson,  the  subject  of  this  article, 
was  born  in  Haddam  Nov.  26,  1848,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  a  ptiblic  school.  He  lived  with  his  par- 
ents until  fourteen  years  of  age,  after  which  he 
worked  three  years  for  his  uncle,  Henry  Burr,  next 
worked  a  while  at  Deep  River,  then  went  to  sea, 
and  for  five  years  sailed  in  the  Atlantic  coast  trade, 
contributing  in  the  meantime  to  the  support  of  his 
mother,  -brothers  and  sisters.  On  returning  home 
from  his  seafaring  life,  he  married,  at  East  Windsor, 
Conn.,  Oct.  9,  1873,  ]\Iiss  Ida  Clark,  who  w^as  born 
Alarch  2,  1854,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Snow)  Clark,  natives  of  East  Windsor.  ]\Irs. 
Elizabeth  Clark  passed  away  in  April,  1887,  and 
in  June,  1889,  Mr.  Clark  married  Libbie  Clark.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dickinson  have  been  born  seven  chil- 
dren :  Edna,  born  July  22,  1874,  now-  the  wife  of 
Robert  Wood,  of  East  Windsor;  Anna,  born  Oct. 
30,  1877,  now  living  in  Bridgeport ;  John  S.,  born 
Aug.  iS,  1879;  3.1abel,  July  2,  1881  ;  Andrew  C, 
Jan.  5,  1887;  Harris  C,  iSIarch  20,  1891  ;  and  Imo- 
gene,  Aug.  14,  1895 — all  five  under  the  parental 
roof. 

In  1876  !Mr.  Dickinson  purchased  his  present 
farm  of  fifty-seven  acres,  known  as  the  Capt.  Oli- 
ver Clark  farm,  and  on  this  he  has  made  substantial 
improvements.  He  has  the  place  under  a  high  state 
of  _  cultivation,  keeps  it  neat  and  clean,  and  it  is 
recognized  as  a  truly  up-to-date  homestead.  Air. 
Dickinson  and  his  family  worship  at  the  Alethodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  are  regarded  as  among  the 
most  respected  residents  of  the  town.  In  politics 
Mr.  Dickinson  is  a  Democrat,  and  is  very  popular 
with  his  party,  having  been  elected  to  the  positions 
of  constable  and  justice  of  the  peace,  but  in  each 
instance  declining  to  serve.  In  1872  he  became  a 
member  of  Central  Lodge,  No.  12,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of 
Aliddletown;  in  1874  he  joined  Oriental  Lodge,  No. 
Ill,  F.  &  A.  ]M.,  of  Broad  Brook,  in  which  he  has 
held  several  prominent  positions ;  and  he  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Grange.    In  the  business  sense  of 
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the  phrase  he  is  emphatically  a  self-made  man, 
and  well  deserves  the  higli  esteem  in  which  he  is 
iniiversally  held. 

WOODING  r.ROS.,  AUGUSTINE  F.  anmi 
RALI'Jl  A.,  nianutaclurers  of  saddlery  luirduare 
and  harness  trimniinL^s  at  Ken.'-iiis^lon,  in  ihc  town 
of  Berlin,  are  self-made  men,  who  have,  through 
their  own  efforts,  force  of  cliaracter,  industry  and 
ability,  won  their  wav  to  distinction  and  to  a 
creditable  place  among"  New  England's  many  prom- 
inent manfacturers. 

The  Wooding  faniilv  is  of  English  origin,  the 
emigrant  ancestor  coming  from  England,  and  set- 
tling in  the  New  Haven  Colony  early  in  its  history. 
Andrew  Horace  Wooiling,  the  father  of  the  Wood- 
ing brothers,  was  a  native  of  the  town  of  Walling- 
ford.  Conn.,  and  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  which 
he  followed  as  an  occupation  in  the  towns  of  \\'all- 
ingford  and  Meriden,  working  as  foreman  fur  con- 
tractors. He  married  Lucv  Angeline  Warner,  who 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Middlefield,  Conn.,  and 
to  them  were  born:  Augustine  F.  and  Ralph  A., 
whose  names  introduce  this  sketch  ;  and  Bcrtrand, 
who  died  in  infancy.  The  father  died  when  the 
children  were  small,  but  the  mother  still  survives, 
residing  in  Kensington,  where  her  son  Augustine 
F.  makes  his  home  with  her. 

Ralph  A.  Wooding  was  born  Aug.  i,  1859, 
Hamden,  Conn.,  and  liis  father's  death,  when  the 
son  was  only  ten  }cars  of  age,  early  threw  him 
upon  his  own  resources.  At  this  time  he  went  to 
live  with  his  step-grandfather.  Squire  Daniel  i\Ier- 
riman  Ives,  a  man  of  considerable  local  prom- 
inence at  Yalesville,  who  was  a  justice  of  the  peace 
for  years,  and  postmaster.  Young  Wooding  had 
attended  school  in  ^Meriden,  and  on  going  to  Yales- 
ville alternated  his  time  with  employment  as  a  chore 
boy  and  going  to  school  througli  the  winter  months. 
After  a  stay  of  a  year  and  a  half  with  his  grand- 
father he  went  to  liroad  Swamp,  town  of  Che- 
shire, where  for  a  year  he  was  similarly  occupied, 
then  returned  to  Yalesville.  For  several  years  fol- 
lowing he  worked  for  various  persons  in  ]\Ieriden, 
in  the  meantime  attending  school  to  some  extent. 
Still  later  he  again  lived  with  Squire  Ives,  working 
on  a  farm.  He  was  then  employed  for  a  time  at 
Deacon  Simpson's,  by  which  time  his  mother  and 
brother  liad  gone  to  Kensington  to  live,  and  he 
joined  them  there,  entering  the  emplov  of  Hart, 
iven  &  Meade,  to  learn  metal  pattern-making; 
after  he  was  so  engaged  for  some  two  and  a  half 
years  the  firm  failed  in  business.  Then,  after  six 
months'  work  making  patterns  for  the  Wilcox- 
Treadway  Co.,  of  Southington,  Mr.  Wooding  be- 
came foreman  of  the  pattern  shop  of  the  Peck.  Stow 
&  Wilcox  Co.,  successors  to  Hart,  Bliven  &  ]\Ieade. 
In  the  meantime,  however,  owing  to  ill  health,  he 
ceased  work  for  a  time,  and  went  with  his  mother 
and  family  to  Bennington,  Vt.,  where  they  remained 
a  short  time,  all  returning  to  Berlin.    Our  subject 


I  resumed  his  position  as  foreman  in  the  pattern  shop 
I  of  the  Peck,  Stow  &  Wilcox  Co.,  which  he  left 
j  about  a  year  later  to  enter  the  employ  of  Charks 
I  Parker,  of  Meriden,  following  his  trade  as  pre- 
I  viously,  and  as>isting  in  inaugurating  the  lam[)  and 
chandelier  branch  of  the  business.    He  worked  in 
tlie  Parker,  factory  several  years,  and  during  that 
>  time  took  otit  nine  patents  on  lamps  and  chandeliers, 
i  and  at  this  time  he  holds  eleven  patents  on  his  own 
imentions.    Eater  lie  became  foreman  of  the  pat- 
tern department  of  the  Chapman  Manufacturing 
I  Co.,  and  for  several  years  was  foreman  in  the 
sleigh-bell  department.    He  then  returned  to  Ken- 
i  sington,  and  for  a  time  was  endeavoring  to  or- 
'  ganize  a  company  there  for  the  manufacture  of 
\  saddlery  hardware  and  sleigh-bells,  failing  in  this 
j  because  of  the  high  price  of  land  for  shops.  He 
again  worked  for  the  Chapman  Co.  at  r^Ieriden, 
\  resuming  his  former  position  as  foreman  in  sleigh- 
':  bell  and  dog-collar  pattern  work.  Some  years  later 
I  he  went  to  Kensington,  and,  associateci  v/ith  his 
'  brother  Augustine  F.,  purchased  what  was  then 
;  known  as  the  Lower  shop  property,  where  they  es- 
I  tablished  works  for  the  manufacture  of  dog  col- 
j  lars,  under  the  firm  name  of  Upson  &  Wooding, 
j  Mr.  Upson  having  become  interested  in  the  enter- 
prise.   Subsequently  the  brothers  purchased  their 
partner's  interest,  and  changed  the  style  of  the 
firm  to  A.  F.  &  R.  A.  Wooding.    Along  in  the 
'nineties  they  discontinued  the  making  of  dog  col- 
lars and  began  the  manufacture  of  saddlery  hard- 
ware, both  plain  and  fancy,  under  the  name  of  the 
j  Kensington  Hardware  Co.     These  gentlemen  are 
j  public-spirited  and  enterprising,  and  in  addition  to 
I  their  main  manufacturing  business  they  operate  a 
I  sinith  shop.    In  1896  they  built  a  dam  and  water 
power  on  a  portion  of  their  property,  and  are  now 
j  under  a  ten-years  contract  to  supply  the  New  York, 
i  New  Haven  &  Hartford  railroad'  at  Berlin  with 
j  water  for  their  engines. 

On  June  18,  1895,  Ralph  A.  Wooding  was  mar- 
ried to  ]vliss  Angle  Estella  Ailing,  who  was  born 
in  June,  1864,  a  daughter  of  Charles  N.  and  Delia 
A.  (Baldwin)  Ailing.  ]Mrs.  Wooding  is  a  mem- 
1  ber  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  a 
most  estimable  woman.  In  his  political  views  Mr. 
Wooding  is  a  stanch  Republican,  his  father  before 
him  having  been  a  Whig  and  Republican.  He  is 
j  now  serving  on  the  town  committee  and  board  of 
selectmen.  In  1898  his  name  was  considered  in 
connection  with  his  party's  candidates  for  the  State 
Legislature. 

Augustine  Francis  Wooding,  brother  of  Ralph 
A.,  was  born  Sept.  21,  1858,  in  the  town  of  Berlin, 
and  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  Meriden,  Cheshire  and  \\'allingford,  where  he 
passed  his  boyhood.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years 
he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Hart,  Bliven  &  ^leade 
j  Co.,  working  in  the  shipping  department,  and  con- 
I  tinning  in  their  employ  until  the  company's  fail- 
ure, some  years  later.    He  filled  a  similar  position 
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with  the  okl  company's  successors,  tlic  Pock.  Slow 
&  Wilcox  Co.,  for  three  years  folluwiny-  the  failure. 
After  tills  periotl  he  was  unenip:oye(.l  for  a  }ea''. 
tiien  acceptLi.1  a  pLisiiii.>n  in  the  shipping  and  bell 
department  ui  the.  Chapman  Lo.,  of  .Meridon,  rj- 
taming  it  a  year  and  a  half.  For  the  ni,xt  two 
years  ho  was  with  the  IMeridcn  Saddlery  ^  Leather 
Co.,  after  which  he  returned  to  Berlin  and  joined 
his  brother  Jvalph  A.  and  R.  U.  I'p^on  ni  the  enter- 
prise mentioned  above,  and  which  they  have  oper- 
ated alone  since  their  purchase  of  Mr.  l'i)son"3 
interest  a  year  later.  These  brothers  own  two  very 
line  water  privileges,  only  one  of  which  is  developed. 
A.  F.  Wooding-  is  a  stanch  Republican  in  his  po- 
litical views.  At  the  prese:it  time  he  is  serving, 
along  with  PVaneis  Deming,  as  auditor  of  the  Jjerhn 
Savings  Bank.  He  is  also  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  Kensington  Library  Association.  'Sir.  Wood- 
ing has  never  married. 

SOLOMON  ERMX  WHFriNG,  a  prominent 
and  enterprising  farmer  of  Southington.  was  born 
in  Simsbury,  this  county,  Jan.  29,  1828.  and  be- 
longs to  quite  a  distinguished  old  family  of  the 
State,  his  parents  being  Elijah  and  Eunice  (Buell) 
Whiting,  natives  of  West  Hartford  and  Sinisl.iury, 
respectively. 

Allyn  ^^'hiting,  the  paternal  grandfather,  was 
born  June  23,  1740,  and  died  at  West  Hartfurd 
Feb.  9,  1818.  He  and  his  tw^o  sons,  Allyn  and  Jo- 
seph, were  soldiers  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
his  father,  Col.  John  Whiting,  of  West  Hartford, 
commanded  a  regiment  in  the  French  and 'Indian 
war.  The  last  named  was  also  a  merchant  of  Hart- 
ford. He  married  Jerusha  Lord,  daughter  of  Rich- 
ard Lord,  and  granddaughter  of  Thomas  Lord,  one 
of  the  first  settlers  of  Hartford.  Col.  Vv'hiting 
w-as  born  Dec.  15,  1693,  and  died  Feb.  12,  1766. 
He  was  a  son  of  Joseph  Whiting,  a  merchant,  first 
of  W^estfield,  ]\Ias3.,  and  later  of  Hartford.  Conn., 
who  was  born  Oct.  2,  1640,  and  died  Oct.  8,  17 17. 
He  married  Anna  Allyn,  a  daughter  of  Col.  John 
Allyn,  and  a  granddaughter  of  INIatthew  Allyn.  His 
parents  were  William  and  Susanna  W'hiting.  Will- 
iam Whiting  was  a  pioneer  of  Hartford,  one  of  the 
most  respected  settlers  of  1633,  a  man  of  wealth 
and  education,  and  was  styled  in  the  records  as 
William  Whiting,  gentleman.  In  1647  he  bore  the 
title  of  major;  in  1642  was  chosen  magistrate:  and 
in  1641  as  treasurer  of  the  Colony,  which  position 
he  held  until  his  death.  He  died  in  July.  1647. 
Elijah  Whiting,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  June  27,  1769,  and  was  a  prominent  farmer 
of  Simsbury,  where  he  died  Oct.  3,  1840.  He 
married  (first)  Sabra  Hart,  and  (second)  Eunice 
Buell,  a  daughter  of  Solomon  Buell.  a  soldier  of 
the  Revolutionarv  war.  She  died  at  the  home  of 
our  subject  in  Southington  Aug.  ir,  1881,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  ninety-one  years. 

Solomon  E.  Whiting,  whose  name  introduces 
this  review,  was  reared  in  Simsbury,  and  was  ed- 


j  ucated  in  the  connnon  schools  of  tliat  town.  L)u 
j  laying  aside  hi-,  lext  books  he  began  life  for  him- 
!  Self  as  a  farniei-  and  carpenier.    Jn  tlie  fall  of  1856 
i  he  went  to  Iowa,  where  he  spent  two  years  in  work- 
ing ai  liis  trade,  and  then  proceeded  to  Colorado, 
wliere  l;c  engaged  in  mining  fe.r  a  lime.  Return- 
ing home  in  iS'.io.  he  enhsled.  Sept.  23,  18O1,  in 
LompanyTi,  I2lh  Conn.  \".  k.  wiih  which  he  served 
for  two  years.    After  the  >urren^kr  of  Port  Mud- 
son  he  was  commissioned  second  lieutenant  in  the 
j  99th  United  States  Colored  Volunteers,  later  ^\•as 
I  promoted  to  first  lieutenant,  and  after  tendering  his 
resignation   was    honorably    discharged,   Jan.  17, 
1S66.    He  was  one  of  1,000  volunteers  called  f  ,r 
by  Gen.  Banks  to  storm  the  works  at  Port  Hud- 
son, and  was  there  wounded,  June  14,  1S63.  In 
1867  he  located  in  Souili.ington,  where,  with  the 
exception  of  sixteen  months,  in  18S0  and  1881,  spent 
in  Colorado,  he  has  since  resided,  his  time  and 
attention  bciu;;-  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits. 

On  Jan.  29,  1S61,  Mr.  Whiting  married  Miss 
]Martha  J.  Barber,  a  daughter  of  Alsou  and  Hannah 
(Humphrey)  Barber,  of  Canton,  tnis  county,  and 
by  this  union  three  children  have  been  born:  Carrie 
M.,  who  died  June  24,  1S85;  Josephine  B.,  who 
married  Thomas  H.  W.  Williams:  and  Lizzie  Z\I., 
who  rnarried  Frederick  P.  Dunham  Xov.  18,  1890, 
and  died  Feb.  28.  1894.  Mrs.  Whiting's  maternal 
grandfather,  Solomon  Humphrey,  was  a  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  and  her  great-grandfather,  John 
Brown,  wdio  was  a  caittain  in  the  same  war,  died  in 
the  service.  Her  motlier  was  a  first  cousin  of  John 
Brown,  the  great  anti-slavery  agitator  of  Plarper's 
Ferry  fame.  An  uncle  of  ^Irs.  Whiting,  Heman 
Humphrey,  was  an  educator  of  note,  and  president 
of  Amherst  College  for  twentv  years. 

!Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Wliiting  are  'consistent  members 
of  the  First  Congregational  Church  of  Southington, 
and  merit  and  receive  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all 
who  know  them.  Fraternally  they  hold  membership 
in  L'nion  Grange,  P.  of  H. ;  and  he  in  Trumbull 
Post,  No.  16,  G.  A.  R. ;  politically  he  is  identified 
with  the  Republican  party. 

JOITN  E.  ^MOONEY,  an  energetic  and  success- 
I  ful  business  man  of  the  town  of  Windsor  Locks, 
proved  himself  an  able  and  popular  ofiicial  in  the 
office  of  first  selectman,  his  fellow  citizens  showing 
their  appreciation  of  his  efficient  labors  by  electing 
him  for  four  consecutive  years.  He  has  made  a  sub- 
stantial success,  having  built  up  a  large  trade  as  a 
dealer  in  household  furnishings  and  similar  goods, 
and  he  now  owns  a  commodious  and  well-stocked 
establishment  in  Oak  street,  carrying  a  complete 
line  of  furniture,  stoves,  crockery,  tinware,  etc. 

Mr.  Mooney  was  born  Jan.  17,  1854,  at  Suf- 
field,  and  is  of  good  Irish  ancestry.  Timothy 
iMooney,  his  father,  was  born  in  1833  in  Kings 
County,  Ireland,  and  came  to  the  United  States  at 
the  age  of  seventeen  years,  locating  first  in  the 
town  of  Suffield,  Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  where  he  fol- 
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lowed  fanning  for  about  three  years.  He  then  re- 
moved to  \\  nulsor  Locks,  and  is  now  engaged  in 
mill  work  in  addition  to  the  management  of  a  small 
farm.  When  nineteen  years  old  he  was  married  in 
Suffield  to  Miss  Jane  .North,  of  County  Meath,  Ire- 
land, and  ten  oliiKlreu  were  born  to  tliem,  of  whom 
four  are  now  living:  John  E.,  our  subject,  is  the 
eldest, of  the  survivors;  James  is  in  the  livery  busi- 
ness in  Chicago;  Patrick  resides  in  Windsor  Locks; 
and  ALiry  married  Daniel  C)"Connor,  of  Windsor 
Locks. 

Uur  subject's  education  was  obtained  mainly  in 
the  public  schools  of  Windsor  Locks,  and  when  only 
ten  years  of  age  he  began  to  work  in  the  stockinet 
factory,  where  he  was  employed  about  two  years. 
He  spent  the  same  length  of  time  in  the  woolen 
mills,  but  finding  mill  work  vmcongenial  he  entered 
upon  an  apprenticeship  to  the  tinsmith's  trade  with 
j\lr.  Chaffee.  After  the  expiration  of  his  term  he 
worked  ten  years  as  a  journeyman,  and  for  eleven 
years  he  was  connected  with  the  Seymour  paper 
mill.  In  1887  he  resumed  his  trade,  engaging  in 
business  for  himself  in  Windsor  Locks,  and  so  well 
did  he  succeed  that  he  has  branched  out  into  relative 
lines  of  business,  and  now  carries  an  extensive 
stock.  He  has  recently  added  the  undertaking  busi- 
ness to  his  other  interests.  In  1897  he  built  his 
present  building,  of  which  he  took  possession  in 
April,  1898,  and  his  growing  trade  requires  nearly 
all  the  space  thus  gained.  On  the  third  floor  there 
is  a  large  hall,  suitable  for  a  club-room,  and  this  is 
now  occupied  by  the  Second  Division  of  the  Ameri- 
can Order  of  Hibernians. 

On  Sept.  20,  1880,  ]\lr.  Mooney  w^as  married  in 
the  town  of  Windsor  Locks  to  -Miss  Kate  AI.  Ryan, 
daughter  of  John  Ryan,  a  well-known  citizen  of  that 
locality.  Four  children  have  blessed  the  union : 
Tim.othy,  John  C.  (deceased),  Alary  and  Kate.  Air. 
Alooney  and  his  estimable  wife  have  many  friends, 
and  he  is  connected  with  various  fraternal  organiza- 
tions, including  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  the 
Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians.  Politically  he  affili- 
ates with  the  Democratic  party,  and  at  times  he  has 
served  on  the  town  committee,  while  his  long  service 
as  selectman  is  sufficient  evidence  of  his  standing 
and  influence. 

JOHN  H.  ELAIER,  a  successful  farmer  and 
tobacco-grower  at  Burnside,  and  a  native  of  that 
place,  descends  from  one  of  the  oldest  of  Xew  Eng- 
land families,  his  ancestors  having  come  from  Eng- 
land in  the  ship  '"Lion,"  which  arrived  at  Boston, 
Alass.,  about  the  year  1630. 

Aloses  Elmer,  grandfather  of  John  H.,  resided 
on  Long  Hill,  in  South  Windsor  (then  a  part  of 
East  Windsor),  and  his  son,  also  n?.med  Aloses, 
bom  in  1810,  w'as  the  father  of  our  subject.  The 
latter  was  a  school  teacher  in  his  younger  days, 
but  was  a  powerful  voung  man,  and  it  is  said  he 
would  chop  tv.-o  cords  of  wood  after  school  hours, 
receiving  fifty  cents  per  cord.  He  married  Ru- 
es 


hanna  Bidwell,  daughter  of  Johnathau  and  Ruey 
(Wel)sterj  I'ddwell,  and  to  this  union  were  burn 
seven  clnldren:  Esther  P.,  who  lived  in  Burnside, 
and  died  unmarried  in  1883;  John  IP,  the  subject 
oi  this  sketch;  Elizur  B.,  who  for  three  years  was 
connected  with  llie  Thirteenth  Conn.  \  .  1.  as  a 
teamster,  served  in  Louisiana  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  and  died  in  Burnside  in  1874;  Oliver  W.,  a 
farmer,  who  drove  the  stage  for  many  years  be- 
tween Burnside  and  East  Hartford,  was  married, 
and  died  in  1891;  Ellen,  who  died  young;  Laura 
E.,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Alary  A.,  wdio  was 
married  to  Edwin  P.  Stager,  and  is  living  in  Burn- 
side. The  father  of  this  family  was  usually  called 
"Captain^'  Elmer,  as  he  had  command  of  a  com- 

•  pany  of  militia,  and  was  always  greatly  interested 
in  military  affairs. 

John  H.  Elmer  was  born  Julv  10,  1839,  in  a 
house  still  standing,  the  one  in  which  he  now  lives. 

I  nearlv  all  the  land  in  the  vicinitv  being  then  owned 
by  the  Bidwell  family.  He  first  attended  the  dis- 
trict school,  and  tl  en  the  East  Hartford  Academy, 
under  Prof.  Joseph  O.  Hurlburt.  On  leaving  school 
he  drove  stage  between  Scotland  (now  Burnside) 
and  East  Hartford,  but  after  the  beginning  of  the 
Civil  war  trade  fell  off,  and  the  construction  of  a 
railroad  through  the  town  destroyed  his  occupa- 
tion. In  the  meantime  he  had  been  operating  his 
farm,  and  on  his  return  from  a  vi;it  to  some  dis- 
tant place  in  1873  was  informed  that  he  had  been 
elected  selectman  by  the  largest  majority  ever  be- 
fore accorded  a  candidate.  He  served  two  terms 
consecutively,  and  was  afterward  elected  several 
times,  between  1S76  and  1891.  He  was  one  of  the 
first  advocates  of  macadamized  roads,  and  after 
deep  studv  decided  to  practically  test  them.  In 
spite  of  great  opposition,  he  secured  an  appropria- 
tion of  $6,000  to  build  a  plant,  in  1887-8S,  near  Tal- 
cottville,  which  was  constructed  after  his  own  ideas, 
matured  after  inspection  of  plants  erected  elsewhere, 
and  was  pronounced  to  be  the  finest  in  the  State. 
The  unthinking  ones  said,  "Elmer  has  bankrupted 
the  town,"  and  this  cost  him  his  office.  He  laid  the 
first  part  of  the  road  at  Willow  Brook  Plill.  and 
then  another  at  Hockanum,  and  they  demonstrated 
the  wisdom  of  his  scheme;  now  the  tow'n  can  boast 
of  seven  miles  of  such  roads,  and  the  present  gen- 
eration can  thank  John  H.  Elmer  for  the  fact.  It 
was  on  his  advice,  also,  that  the  first  w-heel-scraper 
in  East  Hartford  was  bought. 

Air.  Elmer  and  his  brother,  Oliver  W.,  were 
the  first  to  agitate  the  free  bridge  idea,  and  in  this 
the  public  coincided,  the  high  charges  of  the  East 
Plartford  Bridge  Co.  were  abolished,  and  the  bridge 
made  free.  In  politics  Air.  Elmer  is  a  Republican, 
and  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Lincoln. 

On  Sept.  20,  1873,  Air.  Elmer  married  .Miss 
Frances  Barrows,  who  was  born  June  25,  1837,  in 
St.  Louis,  AIo.,  wdience  she  removed  to  Galena, 
111.  She  is  a  daughter  of  D.  A.  and  Alary  A.  (Loom- 
is)  Burrows,  one  of  the  first  families  of  the  State. 
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She  was  educated  in  Xcw  Havon,  Conn.,  and  in  llie 
West  her  fatlier  w  as  engaged  in  mining,  gristniilling 
and  lumbering,  and  also  had  a  confectionery. 

yiv.  Elmer  is  a  member  of  East  Hartford 
Grange,  Xo.  37,  and  has  been  its  overseer;  also  of 
Crescent  Eodge,  Xo.  25,  i.  U.  O.  E. ;  and  of  the 
O.  U.  A.  He  has  been  highway  surveyor,  as 

was  his  father,  and  is  one  of  the  most  pleasant  as 
well  as  popular  men  of  the  town. 

GEORGE  WIUTEIELD  BAXCROET.  There 
is  probably  no  farmer  in  Elartford  county  who  con- 
ducted a  more  extensive  business  than  that  of  the 
resident  of  South  Windsor  whose  name  here  ap- 
pears. Mr.  Bancroft  in  his  lifetime  had  the  active 
management  of  400  acres  of  land  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation,  and  in  addition  carried  on  an 
extensive  butcher  business,  besides  dealing  exten- 
sively in  horses  and  stock. 

Mr.  Bancroft  was  born  Oct.  15,  1S36,  on  the 
farm  in  the  town  of  South  Windsor  now  occupied 
by  Dennis  Reardon,  son  of  Erancis  Bancroft,  grand- 
son, of  Anson  Bancroft,  and  great-grandson  of 
Lieut.  Samuel  Bancroft,  who  was  an  officer  in  the 
Revolutionary  war. 

Erancis  Bancroft,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
a  wholesale  butcher,  and  kept  a  general  store  at 
Bancroft  Corners,  South  Windsor.  Eor  his  first 
wife  he  married  ^Minerva  Pritchard,  by  whom  he 
had  eleven  children — six  sons  and  five  daughters. 
By  his  second  wife,  Julia  Finney,  he  had  one  son, 
Henry  Wallace,  and  one  daughter.  After  her  death 
he  married  Ann  Waite.  who  died  a  few  weeks  after 
his  death,  in  the  fall  of  1S72,  and  soon  afterward 
Henry  Wallace,  the  only  son  living  at  home,  also 
passed  away. 

George  W.  Bancroft  in  his  boyhood  attended  the  ; 
district  and  select  schools  of  the  neighborhood,  and 
was  a  student  for  eleven  terms  at  the  seminary, 
the  classes  of  which  were  taught  in  the  old  town 
hall  of  East  Hartford.    During  all  that  time  he 
walked  to  and  from  the  school,  a  distance  of  three 
miles.    He  remained  with  his  father  imtil  he  was 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  when  he  sailed  for  the 
Golden  Gate  on  the  ''Aloses  Taylor,"  from  X'ew 
York,  and  the  steamer  "Golden  Gate"  from  the 
Isthmus,  landing  at  San  Francisco.    For  a  time  he 
clerked  in  a  hotel  at  Visalia.  for  two  years  con-  1 
ducted  a  hotel  at  that  place,  and  then  engaged  in  j 
ranching.    During  the   years  1861  and  1862    he  | 
herded  sheep,  but  during  one  night  in  the  latter 
year  he  lost  800  sheep,  besides  horses  and  cattle,  in  j 
a  flood,  his  financial  loss  being  about  $8,000.  'Mr. 
Bancroft  then  went  to  Folsom,  where  he  remained 
a  few  months,  finally  starting  by  team  for  the  Reese 
river,  Nevada,  where  he  engaged  in  mining  and 
prospecting  until  1865.    He  was  called  home  on  ac- 
count of  the  death  of  his  brother  David,  and  left 
San  Franci'=:co  on  the  night  President  Lincoln  was 
assassinated. 

Mr.   Bancroft   for  two  years  conducted  the 


butcher  business  on  his  father's  place,  and  in  1S67 
moved  to  his  late  residence,  where  he  afterward 
remained.  He  purchased  tracts  of  land  from  time 
to  time,  until  his  possessions  aggregated  about  400 
acres,  all  of  which  he  superintended.  During  the 
season  of  1898  he  raised  150  acres  of  hay,  thirty 
acres  of  rye,  nineteen  acres  of  tobacco,  ten  acres 
of  field  corn,  four  acres  of  sweet  corn,  eight^acres 
of  potatoes,  two  acres  of  carrots,  one  and  one-half 
acres  of  cabbage,  and  live  acres  of  turnips.  Mr. 
Bancroft  also  carried  on  a  wdiolesale  butcher  busi- 
ness, and  engaged  in  the  buying  and  selling  of 
horses  and  cattle,  making  quite  a  specialty  of  rais- 
ing hogs  and  farm  stock  generally.  He  made  all 
the  improvements  on  his  place,  erected  the  dwelling 
house,  the  barns,  slaughter-house,  etc.  An  orchard 
of  about  ten  acres  is  one  of  the  attractions  of  the 
'farm. 

Mr.  Bancroft  was  married,  in  1869,  to  Miss 
INIary  A.  W'hiton,  and  to  them  were  born  ten  chil- 
dren:  Olin  E.  (a  druggist  in  Xew  York),  Ed- 
ward A.  (a  farmer),  Paul  C,  George  Tvlary 
W.,  Burdette  W\,  Xora  P.,  Benjamin  L.,  Alinerva 
Pritchard  and  Thomas.  In  politics  our  subject  was 
a  Republican.  He  was  a  man  of  positive  char- 
acter, energetic,  keen,  and  quick  to  adapt  himself 
to  the  shifting  conditions  of  trade.  In  all  his  en- 
terprises he  was  eminently  successful,  and  ranked 
as  one  of  the  most  prosperous  farmers  of  Hartford 
county.  He  was  a  member  of  th.e  Congregational 
Church,  in  which  faith  he  entered  into  rest  Aug.  31, 
1900. 

JOSEPH  AXTOX  A^I  STEAD,  a  prominent 
resident  of  \^'indsor  Locks,  is  widely  known  as  a 
tobacco  grower  and  dealer,  his  fine  business  ability' 
having  enabled  him  to  open  up  r.n  excellent  market 
for  the  product  of  his  own  farm  and  that  of  others 
in  his  vicinity.  From  the  planting  of  the  seed  to 
the  turning  out  of  the  finished  product  he  is  master 
of  the  science  of  raising  and  preparing  the  plant, 
and  to  his  enterprise  and  acumen  is  due  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  first  sweating  room  underlaid  by 
steam  pipes. 

Mr.  Amstead  was  born  Oct.  16,  1850,  in  Buf- 
falo, X'.  Y.,  son  of  Joseph  Anton  Amstead,  Sr.,  a 
native  of  Switzerland,  who  came  to  the  Lnited 
States  at  the  age  of  thirty  years.  While  in  Switzer- 
land he  had  been  interested  in  raising  grapes  for 
wine,  and  on  locating  at  Buffalo  he  engaged  in  busi- 
ness as  a  wine  dealer.  He  was  married  in  Switzer- 
land to  Miss  Catrien  Saiddler,  a  woman  of  rare 
ability  and  force  of  character,  who  became  one  of 
the  first  professional  midwives  of  Buffalo.  Both 
died  in  Buffalo  some  vears  ago,  and  of  their  large 
family  of  children  the  following  survive :  Annie, 
wife  of  John  Rohrbacker,  of  Seattle.  Wash.;  Jo- 
seph A.,  our  subject;  Conrad,  a  resident  of  Chicago; 
and  George,  who  settled  in  Buffalo. 

Our  subject  attended  school  in  Buffalo  during 
boyhood,  and  later  served  an  apprenticeship  to  the 
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ci'-rirmakcr's  trade.  As  he  desired  to  see  something 
cl  tlic  \s<irUi  lie  spent  twelve  years  in  traveling 
aNnit.  worknig  at  his  trade  in  twenty-live  Slates 
tiiiring  that  time.  In  1809  he  was  in  Suftield,  Conn., 
aixj  ivT  a  time  afterward  was  in  St.  Louis  and  other 
buiitiicrn  points.  In  187O  he  returned  to  Sufneld, 
a:ul  in  i8bo  he  removed  10  W  indsor  Locks,  wdicre 
l,c  manufactured  cigars  until  188^^.  In  1884  he 
j,urcliased  his  present  farm  and  began  raising  to- 
bacco, and  since  18S7  he  has  been  extensively  en- 
tjaged  in  handling  the  crops  of  neighboring  growers 
as  well  as  his  own,  being  now  the  leader  in  that  line 
of  enterprise.  As  a  citizen  he  is  much  esteenred, 
and  sSiially  is  identified  with  the  Ancient  Order 
of  United  Workmen.  Llis  estimable  wife,  to  whom 
he  was  married  in  Thompsonville,  Conn.,  was  for- 
merly jMiss  ^lary  Ann  Wilson,  and  her  father, 
Michael  \\'ilson,  was  a  well-known  citizen  of  Suf- 
ficld.  Three  children  brighten  their  home :  Henry, 
^\'illiam  and  Eelle. 

BENJAMIN  KIRKBRIDE,  a  worthy  and  hon- 
ored citizen  of  the  town  of  Windsor,  was  born  in 
Yorkshire,  England,  Oct.  23,  1823,  the  eldest  son 
in  the  family  of  nine  children  born  to  Thomas  and 
Susan  (Ratclifte)  Kirkbride.  By  occupation  the 
father  was  a  tallow  chandler,  and  both  he  and  his 
"wife  spent  their  entire  lives  in  England. 

As  his  parents  were  in  limited  circumstances, 
our  subject's  earlv  advantages  were  very  poor.  He 
was  sent,  however,  to  the  public  schools,  but  being 
anxious  to  earn  money  he  ran  away  from  school 
at  the  age  of  eleven  years,  and  obtained  work  in  a 
woolen  mill.  On  May  11,  1846,  'Mr.  Kirkbride 
wedded  ^liss  ^Mary  Ranson,  also  a  native  of  York- 
shire, born  rvlay  15,  1826.  a  daughter  of  William 
and  Anna  (Gill)  Ranson,  who  were  also  poor  in 
this  world's  goods.  She  was  the  second  youngest 
in  a  family  of  seven  children,  and  as  her  father  died 
'when  she  was  a  child  of  five  vears  her  educational 
advantages  were  limited  to  the  lessons  taught  at 
the  Sunday-school.  Of  the  twelve  children  born 
to  Mr.  and  jNIrs  Kirkbride,  six  died  \vhen  young; 
iMarv  H.  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years ; 
"and  Charles,  an  electrician,  died  of  diphtheria  in  Au- 
gust, 1899,  aged  thirty-seven  vears.  The  surviv- 
ors are:  Ann  E..  who  is  now  the  wife  of  James 
Clough.  of  Passaic.  N.  J.,  and  has  six  children ; 
George,  a  machinist,  of  Hartford ;  Frederick,  a 
farmer,  who  is  working  the  home  farm  (  lio  is  mar- 
ried, and  has  three  children,  all  livincr)  ;  and  Albert, 
a  buttermaker.  of  Nev.'  Haven,  Connecticut. 

In  1855  Mr.  Kirkbride  came  alone  to  the  New 
'\Vorld,  landing  in  New  York  City  after  a  voyage 
f>f  twenty-eight  days.  He  first  obtained  work  in 
Church's  mill,  at  ]\iiddlefield,  Mass.,  and  later  was 
made  overseer  of  a  mill  at  Northampton,  Mass. 
W  hen  that  mill  failed,  in  1857.  he  secured  the  po- 
sition of  overseer  of  a  woolen  mill  at  Glastonbury, 
Conn.,  and  in  i860  came  to  Windsor,  where  he  was 
•employed  in  the  same  capacity  in  a  woolen  mill  for 


nine  years.  Pre\  ious  to  this  time  he  had  been  joined 
ity  his  wife,  who  sailed  frum  Liverjiuol  in  February, 
1857,  "^'i  ^^i^*  "Great  Western,"  being  on  that  vessel 
when  it  collided  w^ith  the  "Saranac,"  but  she  finally 
landed  safely  in  New  York,  after  being  twenty- 
eight  days  upon  the  water,  and  joined  her  husband, 
who  was-  then  in  Northampton,  .Mass.  Early  in 
the  year  1809  he  bought  his  present  farm  in  Wind- 
sor town,  though  he  went  in  debt  for  the  same,  and 
immediately  turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits, but  as  the  business  was  entirely  new  to  him 
the  first  few  years  proved  very  difficult.  However, 
he  soon  became  master  of  the  situation,  and  being 
enterprising,  energetic  and  industrious  he  pros- 
pered in  his  new  undertaking.  When  he  located 
upon  this  farm  the  buildings  were  in  a  rather  dilap- 
idated condition,  but  he  has  made  many  improve- 
ments upon  the  place,  and  now  has  one  of  the  most 
productive  and  desirable  farms  in  the  locality. 
From  a  poor  boy,  w^ith  a  meager  education,  Air. 
Kirkbride  has  fought  his  own  way  to  a  comfortable 
competence,  and  has  reared  a  nice  family,  of  which 
he  may  be  justly  proud.  During  their  fifty-three 
years  of  happv  married  life  his  w^ife  has  been  a 
great  help  to  him,  and  now  in  their  declining 
years  they  merit  and  receive  the  respect  and  esteem 
of  all  who  know  them.  They  hold  membership  in 
the  Alethodist  Church,  and  in  politics  Mr.  Kirk- 
bride is  a  Democrat. 

^  AUSTIN  DAVID  THOAIPSON,  blacksmith, 
carriage  and  wagon  repairer  and  liveryman,  and 
formerly  an  extensive  manufacturer  of  carriage  and 
wagon  wheels,  was  born  in  Barnard,  Vt.,  June  5, 
1842. 

Nathan  Parker  Thompson,  father  of  Austin  D., 
was  born  in  1815,  and  died  in  July,  1895.  Fle  had 
been  engaged  with  others  in  the  cotton-mill  busi- 
ness up  to  1850,  when  he  came  to  Connecticut  and 
for  a  year  resided  at  Windsor  Locks,  where  he  man- 
ufactured thread.  In  185 1  he  came  to  Bristol,  and 
after  1S65  was  engap^ed  in  the  manufacture  of 
wagon  and  carrias^e  wheels. 

Air.  Thompson,  at  \"ernon.  Conn.,  in  1837,  was 
married  to  Alvira  Ellis,  and  to  this  marriage  were 
born  children  as  follows :  Alaria  A.,  born  in  1838. 
was  married  to  John  Matson.  a  larmer  of  Fairfield, 
Conn.,  and  had  three  children:  George  Alathan, 
born  in  1840,  married  Elizabeth  Chicheeny,  and 
after  her  death  wedded  a  Aliss  Rowe.  had  born  to 
him  two  children,  and  is  now  living  on  the  old 
Bristol  homestead:  Austin  D..  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth ;  Gilbert  Wash- 
ington, born  in  1844.  enlisted  in  1862  in  Company 
K,  Sixteenth  C.  V.,  was  in  the  battles  of  Antieta-n 
and  Fredericksburg,  taking  a  severe  cold  at  ihe 
latter  place,  and  was  mustered  out  of  the  service 
as  corporal  in  1865  ;  he  married,  in  ^867,  Henrietta 

 ,  but  had  no  children  born  to  him.  He 

joined  his  father  and  brother  Austin  D.  in  the 
manufacture  of  wheels  under  the  firm  name  of  N. 
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P.  Thompson  &  Sons,  but  the  cokl  canglit  in  the 
army  had  developoii  into  consumption,  and  two 
ycars^  before  his  death  he  was  obUged  to  withdraw 
from  active  work.  He  was  a  very  handsome  man, 
greatly  respectej.1  by  everv  one  who  knew  him,  and 
his  death,  in  iSoy.  from  the  insidious  disease  which 
had  attacked  him,  was  universally  deplored.  The 
Gilbert  W.  Thompson  Post,  Xo.  13,  G.  A.  R.,  was 
named  in  his  honor. 

Austin  D.  Thompson  was  born  on  his  father's 
farm  at  Barnard,  \'t.,  and  was  quite  young  when 
brought  to  \'ernon.  Tolland  Co.,  Conn.,  where  his 
father  was  foreman  of  the  Phenix  Cotton  Mills, 
which  are  still  standing;  thence  he  was  taken  to 
f^\'indsor  Locks,  where  he  attended  school  two  years, 
when  the  family  came  to  Bristol.    Here  he  attended 
the  public  schools  until  seventeen  years  of  age,  and 
then  one  term  at  the  Suffield  Academy.    He  first 
went  to  work  in  the  \\"elch  clock  factory  at  Forest-  1 
ville,  and  held  his  position  until  he  enlisted,  Sept.  1 
24,  1S62,  at  Bristol,  in  Company  K,  Sixteenth  C.  i 
V. ;  he  took  part  at  Antietam,  at  Fredericksburg,  j 
and  at  Plymouth,  also  in  many  skirmishes,  at  various 
places  and  times.  At  Plymouth  he  was  captured, 
and  was  held  a  prisoner  for  ten  months  in  Ander- 
sonville,  Charleston  and  Florence,  being  finally  ex- 
changed and  sent  home,  and  was  mustered  out  June 
8,  1865.  I 

Mr.  Thompson  now  became  a  member  of  the  | 
fimi  of  X.  P.  Thompson  &  Sons  before  alluded  to,  i 
and  manufactured  wagon  and  carriage  wheels  at 
the  site  of  the  present  Liberty  Bell  Company's  fac- 
tory in  Bristol,  but  were  burned  out  in  1868 ;  they 
resumed  business  at  the  point  where  the  Clayton 
Bros.'  factory  now  stands,  and  fourteen  years  later 
ptirchased  and  removed  to  the  Darrow  INIanufactur- 
ing  Company's  property  on  ^leadow  street,  and 
continued  the  business  until  1894,  when  they  were  | 
again  burned  out.    The  buildings  were  at  once  re-  j 
erected,  but  by  this  time  improved  machinerv  had 
so  reduced  the  price  of  wheels  that  they  abandoned  ; 
their  manufacture.    Austin  D.,  however,  still  con- 
ducts a  repair  and  blacksmith  shop  at  this  stand,  ! 
and  also  carries  on  a  livery  stable.  I 

Xathan  P.  Thompson  passed  away  at  the  ripe  | 
age  of  eighty  years,  and  his  widow  now  makes  her  j 
home  with  her  son.  George  X^.,  in  Bristol.  Prior  j 
to  the  formation  of  the  Free-soil  party  Mr.  Thomp-  ! 
son  was  a  Democrat,  but  being  progressive  in  his  j 
ideas  he  became  a  member  ef  the  new  party,  which  I 
in  the  course  of  time  was  merged  into  the  Repub-  j 
lican  party ;  however,  he  always  applied  himself  ' 
closely  to  his  own  public  affairs.  He  was  a  reliable,  \ 
straightforward  man,  and  had  hosts  of  friends.  ! 

Austin  D.  Thompson  was  married,  Sept.  13,  | 
1865,  to  !Miss  Electa  Maria  Churchill,  who  was 
born  in  1844,  a  daughter  of  John  Churchill,  of  Bris-  1 
tol.  She  departed  this  life  Jan.  4,  1880,  the  mother  ' 
of  two  children:  Eva  Mae,  born  Sept.  4,  1867,  | 
still  living  at  the  parental  home;  and  Austin  1 
Churchill,  born  Oct.  24,  1872,  who  graduated  from  1 


the  Philadelphia  Dental  College  with  the  class  of 
'05,  and  has  since  been  doing  a  very  fine  business 
at  Torriiigton.  He  married  iNliss  Julia  Brooker, 
of  Torrington,  only  daughter  of  Alajor  Brooker, 
a  prominent  man  of  that  locality. 

Austin  D.  Thompson  is  a  member  of  Franklin 
Lodge.  Xo.  56,  F.  c\:  A.  M.;  also  of  Gilbert  W. 
Thompson  Post,  Xo.  13,  Lk  A.  R.,  of  which  latter 
he  is  a  past  commander,  lie  attends  the  Episcopal 
Church,  in  which  his  wife,  who  had  a  very  sweet 
voice,  was  a  meinlier  of  the  choir  and  quite  active 
in  the  work  of  the  church.  In  politics  ]Sir.  Thomp- 
son is  a  stanch  Republican,  but,  like  his  father,, 
abstains  from  taking  part  in  party  work,  being 
satisfied  with  the  general  exercise  of  his  franchise. 

AlORRIS  CATLIX  \\'EBSTER.  This  distin- 
guished citizen  of  Xew  Britain  is  a  lineal  descend- 
ant of  John  Webster,  who  was  governor  of  Con- 
necticut in  1656.  Two  grandsons  of  the  latter — 
Closes  and  Cyprian — were  among  the  first  five  set- 
tlers of  Harwinton,  in  1730.  Three  of  our  subject's, 
ancestors  were  Revolutionary  soldiers,  and  all  left 
their  impress  upon  the  legislation  of  the  State,  of 
whose  law-making  body  many  of  them  were  distin- 
quished  and  infiuential  members.  His  father,  Addi- 
son Webster,  married  Ann  AL  Catlin,  a  member  of 
the  noted  Catlin  family,  to  which  Connecticut  owes 
so  many  capable  officials. 

Mr.  Webster  was  born  at  Harwinton,  Conn., 
Sept.  28,  1848,  on  the  farm  which  was  first  occu- 
pied and  cultivated  by  his  ancestor,  Moses  W'ebster. 
His  early  scholastic  education  was  acquired  in  the 
common  schools  and  at  Harwinton  Academy,  and  he- 
also  took  a  preparatory  course  at  the  Winchester 
Institute.  His  real  preparation  for  active  commer- 
cial life,  however,  was  obtained  primarily  in  the 
employ  of  Hart,  ^lerriam  &  Co.,  of  Hartford.  He 
served  in  every  department  connected  with  the  es- 
tablishment conducted  by  that  house,  acting  as  sales- 
man and  accountant,  and  in  every  way  thoroughly 
fitting  himself  for  his  successful  mercantile  life. 
In  1881  he  accepted  a  position  as  traveling  salesman 
for  a  wholesale  boot  and  shoe  house  of  Boston,  his 
route  covering  the  States  of  Illinois,  Iowa  and  X'e- 
braska.  His  preference,  nevertheless,  being  for  the 
carpet  trade,  in  which  branch  of  business  he  had 
received  his  early  training,  he  entered  the  employ  of 
Stark  Bros.,  of  Milwaukee,  but  soon  left  that  firm  to 
enter  upon  an  engagement  with  W.  &  J.  Sloane,  of 
X"ew  York.  In  1874  he  returned  to  Connecticut  and 
embarked  in  business  for  himself,  at  Terryville. 
Four  years  later  he  sold  out  this  establishment  to 
accept  his  present  responsible  position,  that  of  secre- 
tary and  superintendent  of  the  Malleable  Iron  Works 
of  Xxw  Britain,  Mr.  Webster  is  also  engaged  in  ag- 
ricultural pursuits,  carrying  on  a  truck  and  produce 
farm  at  Xew  Britain,  and  he  has  extensive  farming 
interests  in  his  native  town,  Harwinton. 

!Mr.  Webster  has  been  repeatedly  honored  by  elec- 
tion to  office,  although  the  duties  of  official  life  have- 
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been  forced  upon  liim,  rather  tlian  sought.  For 
three  years  he  was  a  nienilier  of  the  coninion  coun- 
cil of  the  city,  anel  has  been  four  times  in  succession 
<:lecled  a  member  of  the  vch^wl  I)i.'ard,  in  wliich  body 
he  is  now  serving  his  tentli  \ear.  In  189O  he  was 
elected  to  the  Connecticut  Legislature  by  i,8oS  ma- 
jority-— the  largest  ever  received  by  any  candidate 
for  an  otlice  in  the  city  of  New  Britain.  During 
his  service  in  the  House  he  was  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Agriculture,  which  revised,  in  a  sat- 
isfactory manner,  the  agricultural  legislation  of  the 
State.  In  the  spring  of  1S98  r\lr.  \\"ebstcr  was 
elected  mayor  for  a  term  of  two  years,  which  posi- 
tion he  tilled  until  the  spring  of  1900,  refusing  re- 
nomination.  He  is  a  prominent  member  of  various 
societies  and  fraternal  orders,  among  which  may  be 
mentioned  the  following:  The  Royal  Arcanum,  in 
■which  he  is  past  regent ;  the  Order  of  United  Amer- 
ican ^Mechanics,  in  which  he  is  past  councillor ;  the 
Improved  Order  of  Heptasophs,  in  which  he  is 
trustee ;  the  Mutual  Benefit  Association ;  the  A.  O. 
U.  W. ;  and  the  Xew  Britain  Club.  Politically  he 
is  a  Republican,  adhering  to  the  faith  in  which  he 
was  reared. 

Mr.  Webster  was  married,  in  1874,  to  Ida  E. 
Barber,  of  Harwinton,  and  they  have  three  children. 

JOHN  GEORGE  RUOFF.  That  sterling  char- 
acter which  is  the  basis  of  broad  and  permanent 
success,  an  honor  to  its  possessor,  and  the  object 
of  universal  esteem  and  respect,  wherever  right 
thinking  and  right  sentiments  prevail,  is  most  iit- 
tingly  typified  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The 
Fatherland  has  contributed  to  this  newer  country 
an  element  of  solidity,  stability  and  integrity  which 
is  a  great  reserve  power  in  all  national  issues,  in- 
telligent and  discriminative,  throwing  its  influence 
with  unerring  instinct  and  judgment  in  the  di- 
rection of  clean  and  good  government.  The  same 
element  contributes  immenselv  to  the  material  well- 
being  of  the  people,  teaching  by  example  the 
cardinal  virtues  of  thrift  and  industry.  A  more 
appropriate  example  of  these  admirable  traits  than 
J\lr.  Ruoft  it  would  be  difficult  to  find. 

!Mr.  Ruoft  was  born  in  ^letzingen,  Wurtemberg, 
Germany,  Feb.  16,  1835,  son  of  John  and  Mary 
INIagdalcna  (Smale)  Ruofif.  His  father,  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  died  Jan.  26,  1835.  and  his  mother 
married  again.  Our  subject  had  only  one  full 
brother,  and  he  died  in  Germany.  The  father  left 
some  property,  but  our  subject  had  not  received 
bis  portion  when  in  1853.  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years,  he  decided  to  come  to  America.  He  had  at- 
tended the  schools  of  Germany,  and  had  also  worked 
to  some  extent  at  the  butcher  trade  in  his  native 
land.  He  sailed  from  Havre  in  September.  T853, 
on  the  sailing  vessel  "Corinthia"'  for  the  United 
States.  The  trip  to  America  was  a  most  memorable 
one.  Cholera  broke  out  aboard  the  vessel  after  her 
<leparture.  and  the  ranks  of  the  crew  were  soon 
depleted  by  sickness  and  death,    it  became  neces- 


sary to  impress  into  service  the  immigrants  in  order 
to  iirojxrly  man  the  plague-visitetl  ship.  2slr.  Ruotf, 
who  chanced  to  occupy  berth  Xo.  i,  was  the  first 
passenger  called  to  the  assistance  of  the  crew.  He 
served  as  a  sailor  during  the  passage  of  seventy- 
three  days  to  Xew  York,  except  tne  hrst  two  weeks. 
It  was  a -rough  and  stormy  passage.  On  account 
of  the  dread  visitation  the  course  of  the  vessel  was 
changed  to  the  north,  so  as  to  reach  colder  weather, 
and  this  course  protracted  the  voyage,  which  was 
attended  by  severe  storms.  Mr.  Ruoft  was  at  one 
time  at  the  ])umps  during  the  height  of  a  gale,  and 
had  only  left  for  a  moment  when  a  big  sea  swept 
overboard  and  drowned  his  companions  whom  he 
had  left  there.  There  were  over  seventy  deaths  on 
the  "Corinthia"  during  this  stormy  passage. 

Our  suliject  landed  in  Xew  York,  a  stranger  in 
a  strange  land.  Xot  a  word  of  English  could  he 
speak,  but  he  was  industrious  and  anxious  for 
work.  He  found  employment  with  a  butcher  in 
Xew  York  City,  and  after  remaining  with  him  for 
three  weeks  he  came  to  Glastonbury,  Conn. :  ar- 
rived at  Hartford  by  boat,  and  thence  walked  to 
Glastonbury.  There  for  a  time  he  worked  for  his 
board  wdth  Guy  Sampson,  a  farmer,  and  then  ob- 
tained employment  at  Curtisville,  now  X'aubuc,  in 
the  Curtis  factory,  where  spectacles  were  manu- 
factured. For  over  five  years  he  remained  there, 
then  went  to  Hartford,  and  for  several  years  was 
employed  in  Colt's  factory. 

In  1862  ]Mr.  Ruoft"  enlisted  in  Company  C,  22d 
Regiment  Conn  I.,  and  remained  in  service  until 
his  discharge  in  July,  1863.  Returning  to  his  old 
position  in  Colt's  factory,  he  worked  there  until 
the  shop  was  destroyed  by  fire.  ]Mr.  Ruoft'  then 
went  back  to  X'aubuc,  and  for  a  time  resumed 
work  in  the  Curtis  factory.  But  gradually  he  was 
becoming  a  farmer,  and  he  soon  left  other  employ- 
ment to  give  his  entire  attention  to  his  farm.  In 
1861  he  had  bought  from  Elisha  Smith  thirteen 
acres  of  land,  where  he  now'  lives.  By  a  "subsequent 
purchase  the  area  has  been  increased  to  thirty-four 
acres,  and  the  small  cottage  which  stood  on  the 
land  for  a  home  has  been  succeeded  by  a  more 
imposing  edifice.  Mr.  Ruoff  has  a  good  farm,  and 
he  knows  how  to  till  it ;  the  land  is  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation,  and  very  productive. 

In  January,  1858,  at  Hartford,  Mr.  Ruoff  was 
married  to  IMiss  Elizabeth  Amelia  Schercer,  who 
was  born  in  Schwabach,  P.avaria,  Dec.  14.  iJ^37' 
daughter  of  John  ^^artin  and  Dorothy  (Millmark) 
Schercer.  She  came  to  America  from  Bremen  in 
1854,  on  the  sailing  vessel  "Diana,"  and  was  forty- 
four  days  in  making  the  ocean  passage.  Her  fa- 
ther was  a  house  carpenter,  and  both  parents  died 
in  Germany.  They  were  people  of  high  character 
and  good  social  standing.  She  was  the  onlv  mem- 
ber of  the  family  who  came  to  America.  To 
and  Mrs.  Ruoft'  have  been  born  the  following  chil- 
dren:  Mary  A.,  now  ^^frs.  John  Bantly.  of  Man- 
chester ;  George,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
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years;  Jolm,  suiicrintciuiont  of  the  town  farm  at 
i£ast  liartford;  I'redcrick,  an  industrious  young 
man,  who  at  tlic  age  of  twenty-tive  years  was  killed, 
June  23,  in  the  factory  at  >s'aubuc,  by  the 

bursting  of  a  grindstone;  Rosu  1'.  (.Mrs.  Frank 
Harlz),  of  Burnside;  Frank,  a  machinist,  of  New 
Britain ;  Charles,  of  East  tlartford ;  Bertha,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  two  years ;'  Katie  L.,  who  mar- 
ried I'Yederiek  Brutt,  of  New  Britain;  and  Edwin 
M.,  a  farmer  at  home. 

In  politics  'Sh.  Ruoit  is  a  Democrat,  but  he  is 
independent  in  national  issues,  and  voted  for  Presi- 
dent jNIcKinley.  While  not  members  of  church,  he 
and  the  family  are  good  Christian  people,  attend- 
ants at  both  church  and  Sabbath-school.  Socially 
Mr.  Ruoff  is  a  member  of  Rodman  Post,  G.  A.  R., 
at  East  Hartford.  His  family  would  be  a  credit 
to  any  parentage,  and  all  his  children  have  been 
reared  to  become  honorable  and  worthy  men  and 
women.  ]\Irs.  Ruoff  is  a  most  exc>-llcnt  helpmeet, 
and  to  her  is  due  a  share  of  the  credit  for  the  prog-  | 
ress  in  high  citizenship  and  in  material  prosperity 
which  the  family  has  attained.  The  youngest  son, 
Edwin  M.,  lives  at  home,  and  as  a  steady-going, 
intelligent  young  man  is  now  the  mainstay  of  his 
parents,  wliose  health  will  not  nermit  that  ettort 
which  was  once  their  welcome  lot.  Not  since  his 
service  in  the  army  has  the  healtli  of  Mr.  Ruoft  been 
rugged,  and  in  recent  years  he  has  suft'ered  severely 
from  rheumatism.  But  he  is  the  same  plain,  unas- 
suming and  sturdy  farmer,  whose  name  has  never 
been  associated  with  dishonest  or  dubious  prac- 
tices. His  word  is  as  good  as  his  bond,  and  he  is 
one  of  the  most  highly-respected  men  in  his  lo- 
cahty. 

In  1878  yir.  RuofT  paid  a  visit  to  his  native 
land,  after  an  absence  of  twenty-five  years.  He 
remained  there  three  months,  and  renewed-  many 
former  acquaintances. 

WILLIA^I  C.  S^riTH.  a  prominent  resident  of 
Glastonbury,  is  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  old 
families  of  that  locality.    His  grandfather,  Jedediah 
Smith,  w'ho  was  born  Sept.  5,  1764,  and  died  in  ! 
April,  1826,  was  for  many  years  engaged  in  farm-  j 
ing  on  the  west  side  of  'Mam  street,  near  our  sub-  | 
ject's  present  home.    On  May  28,  1788,  Jedediah 

Smith  married  !Mary   ,  and  they  .had  a 

large  family  of  children,  whose  names  and  dates 
of  birth  are  as  follows:  Jeduthaii,  July  2,  1789; 
Philer,  Jan.  20,  1701  ;  Hannah,  Aug.  24,  1792;  Shu- 
bael,  Aug.  12,  1793:  Mar}'-,  Dec.  3,  1795:  Mary 
(2),  May  20,  1797;  Thomas,  Oct.  8,  1799;  Sydney, 
May  16,  1801  ;  Eliza,  Oct.  8.  1804;  Julia,  Sept. 
30,  1806;  and  Amelia,  July  9,  1808. 

Shubael  Smith,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
and  reared  at  the  old  homestead  in  Glastonbury, 
receiving  a  common-school  education.  He  followed 
farming  in  Glastonbury  throughout  his  life.  In  1815 
he  married  Miss  IMary  Risley,  who  was  born  in 
Glastonbury  Feb.  19,  1 799,  and  tney  liad  eleven  ' 


children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the  yotmgest. 
(1)  Mary  Ami,  born  ^•{wch  22,  1816,  married 
(first)  Dexter  W'rislcy,  and  (second)  Nathaniel 
Kelsex-.  and  died  A])ril  24,  1900,  at  the  age  of 
j  eightv-four.  (2)  ^vlatilda,  born  Aug.  29,  1817,  was 
}  married,  in  Novemljcr.  1S35,  to  Sylvester  Dun- 
j  nells,  a  carpenter  at  Glastonbury.  (3)  Andrew, 
born  ]\Iay  25,  1S19,  married  Julia  Goodrich  in  No- 
vember. 1842;  he  was  engaged  in  the  boating  busi- 
ness with  our  suliject  for  many  years.  (4)  Lucy,, 
born  March  29,  1821,  was  married,  Nov.  30,  1836, 
to  William  Higley.  a  business  man  of  Hartford. 
(5)  Jedediah,  born  June  19,  1823,  married  Susan 
Arnold  July  i,  1845.  (6)  Elizur,  born  April  4, 
1825,  was  the  captain  of  a  tow-boat,  and  lived  ia 
Hartford.  He  married  Cynthia  Gaines,  and  reared 
a  large  familv,  and  three  of  his  sons  are  now  em- 
ployed in  the  offices  of  the  Connecticut  Mutual  Co. 
(7)  Julia,' born  ]\Iarch  i,  182S,  died  young.  (8> 
Julia  (2)  was  born  Oct.  26,  1831.  (9)  Elizabeth, 
born  Nov.  14,  1S33,  married  Ransom  Wrisley.  (io> 
George  N..  born  March  26,  1838.  enlisted  in  a  New 
York  regiment,  in  Gen.  Sickles'  Brigade,  was 
wounded  at  Fortress  Monroe  May  5,  1862,  and  died 
in  a  New  York  hospital  May  13,  1862. 

Our  subject  was  liorn  Jan.  2=,.  1841,  and  as  a 
boy  attended  a  district  school  in  a  frame  building 
which  was  replaced  some  years  aeo  by  the  brick 
school  house.  On  leaving  school  he  was  employed 
for  a  time  at  p-eneral  work  on  a  boat  belonging  to 
his  brother  Andrew,  and  used  in  carrving  stone  be- 
tween Hartford  and  other  points,  on  the  Connecti- 
cut. Later  he  bought  a  boat  which  he  ran  for  more 
than  ten  years,  and  on  selling  out  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  his  brother  Jedecliah  and  opened  a 
general  store  in  Naubuc,  which  they  conducted  two- 
vears  in  connection  with  the  post  office.  Our  sub- 
ject then  sold  out  and  removed  to  Hartford,  en- 
gaging in  the  grocerv  business  on  Potter  street, 
and  three  years'  later  he  built  a  store  on  the  same 
street,  nearer  the  river.  He  continued  there  in  the 
grocery  and  meat  market  business  for  many  years, 
and  also  started  a  store  on  Pearl  street,  operating- 
both  for  a  vear.  He  then  disposed  of  the  first 
store,  and  in  iSqS  he  retired  from  business  alto- 
gether. He  is  living  in  well-earned  ease  in  his 
pleasant  home  in  Glastonbury,  erected  by  himself 
in  1893.  Politically  Mr.  Smith  is  a  Democrat,  and 
while  i-csiding  in  Hartford  he  was  very  prominent 
in  municipal  aft'airs.  holding  the  offices  of  council- 
man and  alderman  for  a  period  of  ten  years.  Fra- 
ternallv  he  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  at  Hart- 
ford, and  of  Putnam  Phalanx,  in  which  he  has 
been  corporal  and  is  now  color  guard. 

Mr.  Smith  was  married  first  to  Miss  Julia  Cal- 
Icnder.  a  native  of  Hartford,  and  they  had  the  fol- 
lowing children,  none  of  wlumi  are  living:  George 
W.,  born  Aug.  25,  1862;  William  C.  Sept.  9.  i<^^'3; 
Ransom,  Oct.  30,  1864;  Flora,  Nov.  10,  1865.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  Dec.  9.  1S67,  and 
our  subject,  on  Jan.  9,  1869,  married  Miss  Eliza 
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Muorc.  To  this  last  union  no  cliiUlron  have  been 
born.  Mrs.  Sinitli  was  born  in  Ireland,  claui;htcr 
of  Jolm  and  1-Ili/abclh  (Huston)  Mooro,  also  na- 
tives of  tlial  OKiintrv,  and  eanie  to  Anieriea  with  her 
jiarents  in  1S30.  when  six  year.s  of  age.  Her  fa- 
ther, who  was  employed  in  cutlery  works  for  many 
years,  died  in  1S88.  her  mother  some  twenty  years 
before.  There  were  seven  eiiildren  in  their  family: 
Jane,  William.  ^Nlary  Ann,  Robert,  Robert  (.3), 
Eliza  (Mrs.  Smith},  and  John. 

JAMES  LA\\-REXCE  RISING,  a  leading- 
horticulturist  of  West  Sufiield,  is  a  man  whose 
entefprise  and  ability  are  worthy  of  note,  and  in 
his  successful  career  he  has  shown  the  progressive 
nature  which  characterizes  the  best  class  of  Amer- 
ican agriculturists. 

]Mr.  Rising  belongs  to  a  well-known  family,  and 
is  a  direct  descendant  of  James  Rising,  who  was 
born  in  London,  England,  about  1617,  and  came 
to  this  country  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  locating  in 
1635  in  Massachusetts.  In  1646  -he  was  a  student 
in  Harvard  College,  and  on  July  7,  1657,  he  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Hinsdale,  daughter  of  Robert  Hins- 
dale, of  Medfield,  INIass.  For  a  short  time  he  re- 
sided in  the  Bermuda  Islands,  and  on  returning  to 
Massachusetts  settled  in  Salem.  In  1668  he  came 
to  Windsor,  Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  where  his  wife 
died  the  following  year,  and  on  Aug.  13,  1673,  he 
married  ^Martha  Bartlett,  a  widow,  who  died  April 
20,  1674.  In  1679  he  removed  to  Suffield,  where 
his  death  occurred  Sept.  11,  1688,  his  remains  be- 
ing interred  in  West  Suffield.  By  occupation  he 
was  a  farmer,  and  he  became  the  owner  of  a  large 
tract  of  land.  He  had  two  sons,  John  and  James, 
and  the  latter  died  unmarried. 

John  Rising  made  his  home  on  High  street,  in 
Suffield,  where  he  followed  farmiiig.  He  died  Dec. 
II,  1720,  and  was  buried  in  Suffield.  He  was  twice 
married,  and  had  eighteen  clr'ldren,  whose  de- 
scendants are  now  among  the  best  citizens  of  Suf- 
field. 

Abel  Rising,  our  subject's  great-grandfather, 
was  a  native  of  Suffield,  and  resided  at  Rising's 
Corners.  He  was  a  deacon  in  the  Congregational 
Church  at  West  Suffield. 

Justus  Rising,  the  grandfa'her  of  our  stibject, 
was  born  at  the  Corners,  where  he  spent  his  entire 
life.  As  a  farmer  he  was  very  successful,  and  he 
owned  a  large  estate,  being  one  of  the  substantial 
citizens  of  the  locality.  He  married  Mary  Wilcox, 
who  was  also  much  esteemed  for  her  excellent 
qualities,  and  both  died  in  '.\'e5t  Suffield,  where 
their  remains  were  buried.  They  had  iive  chil- 
dren: Ransom,  our  subject's  father;  Sanford,  a 
resident  of  Indiana;  Lafayette;  Silence,  who  mar- 
ried Dr.  James  L.  Hodge;  and  Justus,  who  died 
in  childhood. 

Ransom  Rising  we.s  born  at  the  old  homestead, 
and  was  educated  in  the  local  schools  and  in  the 
Connecticut  Literary  Institute,  being  among  the 


first  to  enter  that  noted  school.  When  a  young  man 
he  settled  upon  a  portion  of  the  old  horaestead  and 
engaged  in  tobacco  growing,  (.lairying  and  stock 
raising.  In  politics  he  was  tirst  a  \\  big,  and  later  a 
Repul)liean,  but  he  never  sought  or  held  office.  His 
upright  life  won  him  the  respect  of  all  who  knew 
him,  and' for  many  years  he  was  a  leading  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church  of  Zion's  Hill.  He  died 
at  the  homestead  in  1892,  in  his  seventy-second  year, 
and  his  estimable  wife,  Jane  E.  Porter,  a  native  of 
Hartford,  passed  away  ^lay  10.  180:^.  at  the  same 
age.  '       "  _ 

James  L.  Rising,  who  was  the  only  child  of  this 
worthy  couple,  was  born  Dec.  19,  1846,  and  has 
always  made  his  home  at  the  old  farm,  his  education 
being  obtained  in  the  district  schools  of  West  Suf- 
field. Until  his  father's  death  thev  operated  the 
farm  in  partnership,  our  stibject  :.ssuming  the  active 
management  as  time  passed.  He  devotes  mtich  at- 
tention to  general  farming  and  stock  raising,  but  has 
made  a  specialty  of  crowing  peaches,  strawberries 
and  other  fruits,  in  which  he  has  met  with  marked 
success,  his  scientific  methods  producing  good  re- 
sults under  all  conditions.  In  religious  work  he  is 
prominent  as  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and 
while  he  is  not  an  office-seeker  he  is  keenly  in- 
terested in  the  political  issues  of  the  day.  In  former 
years  he  was  a  Republican,  but  his  earnest  convic- 
tions on  the  question  of  tempei..nce  reform  have 
made  him  a  thorough-going  Prohibitionist.  In 
1872  he  married  Miss  ^Maria  Louis:  Hastings,  and 
four  children  have  blessed  the  union:  ^Margaret, 
vvife  of  Lemuel  Griffin,  of  Granby :  Lawrence,  who 
was  educated  at  the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute, 
and  is  now  at  home ;  Judson  Everett,  now-  a  student 
in  the  Institute;  and  Silence  ^I..  who  is  at  home. 

'Mrs.  Rising  is  a  representative  of  one  of  the 
old  and  highly-respected  families  of  Suff.eld.  and 
from  an  early  date  the  Baptist  Church  of  that  sec- 
tion has  had  no  more  ardent  and  devout  adherents 
than  those  bearing  the  name  of  Hastings.  Her  an- 
cestors came  from  England,  originally,  and  her 
grea.t-grandfather,  Joseph  Hastings,  was  born  at 
Hastings'  Hill,  in  the  town  of  Suffield,  where  he 
spent  his  life,  being  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits. Politically  he  was  a  ^^"hig,  and  like  all  of  his 
family  he  was  active  in  the  support  of  the  Baptist 
faith.  He  died  at  his  homestead,  and  he  and  his 
wife  were  buried  in  the  cemeterv  at  Zion's  Hill. 
They  had  a  large  family  of  children,  of  whom  the 
following  lived  to  adult  age:  Samuel,  Garry, 
Homer,  Frank,  Harvey.  James.  Anna  and  Rachel. 

James  Hastings,  Airs.  Rising's  grandfather, 
was  born  at  the  homestead  June  2,  1796,  and  when 
a  young  man  settled  upon  the  Austin  farm,  in  West 
Suffield,  where  he  died  in  1825.  at  the  early  age  of 
twenty-nine.  He  married  Ursula  Austin,  who  w-as 
born  at  the  Austin  farm  March  12,  1706.  daughter 
of  Joseph  Austin,  a  Revolutionarv  soldier,  and  his 
wife,  Sarah  Goodrich,  and  she  stu-vived  him  many 
years,  her  death  occurring  Feb.  i,  "i8CS.    Tv.-o  chd- 
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drcn  were  born  of  this  union:  Mcria  Louisa,  who 
died  in  i5uftalo,  X.  Y.;  and  James  G.,  .Mrs.  Rising's 
fatlier. 

James  G.  Hastings  was  born  in  West  Sultield 
•Dec.  10,  on  the  farm  which  he  now  occupies. 

He  attended  the  district  schools  and  the  Connecti- 
cut Literary  Institute,  and  has  made  fanning  Ins 
occupation  througiiout  Hte,  tobacco  being  his  prin- 
cipal crop.  He  is  a  Republican  in  jwlitics.  and  is 
a  strong  champion  of  temperance  and  other  re- 
foniis.  For  tifty  years  he  ha.s  been  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  in  which  he  holds  the  office  of  dea- 
con, and  his  long  and  useful  life  has  won  him  the 
respect  of  all  who  know  him.  In  1850  he  married 
Miss  Mary  A.  Cartter,  sister  of  Mrs.  Buel  D. 
Hodge,  and  six  children  were  born  to  them,  viz. : 
^laria  Louise,  wife  of  our  subject;  Stephen  C. ; 
James  Eugene;  Jessie  F.,  wife  of  Ralph  Granger, 
of  San  Diego,  Cal. ;  Elbridge  G.,  a  cigar  manu- 
facturer at  Suffield;  and  ^liss  Dora,  who  is  at  home. 

1 

JOHN  \MLLIA:\I  gray,  who  has  charge  of 
the  packing  department  of  the  Bristol  Brass  &  Clock 
Co.,  in  Forestville,  is  a  native  of  Connecticut,  born 
Dec.  26,  1840,  in  Xew  Haven. 

Bernard  Gray,  father  of  John  \X.,  was  born  in 
the  Province  of  Coimaught,  Ireland,  in  1813,  and 
died  Aug.  17,  1845,  ^'^w  Haven,  Conn.,  where  he 
was  employed  in  the  soft-drink  manufactory  of 
Henry  Grunert.  Early  in  1840,  at  Xew  Haven,  he 
married  Alice  Towner,  who  was  born  in  1821  in 
County  Armagh,  Ireland,  and  died  in  Forestville, 
Conn.,  in  1893.  The  children  born  to  this  union 
were  as  follows:  John  W.,  our  subject;  Annie, 
born  Dec.  6,  1842,  married  Charles  W.  Brown,  of 
Forestville;  and  Alice,  born  in  1844,  died  when 
three  years  old.  The  mother  of  these  remarried  in 
1849,  her  second  husband  being  X^oble  Smith,  of 
Plainville,  by  whom  she  had  children  as  follows : 
William  J.,  living  in  Bristol;  and  Katie,  Helen  and 
Edward,  all  three  in  Forestville. 

John  \\".  Gray,  the  subject  proper  of  these  lines, 
received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Xew  Haven 
.up  to  the  age  of  nine  years,  at  which  time  his  mother 
(who  in  the  meantime  had  married  again )  removed 
to  Plainville,  and  there  he  finished  his  schooling. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  commenced  life  work  in  the 
varnishing  division,  case  department  of  the  E.  X^ 
A\  elch  Clock  Co.,  and  there  remained  until  his  en- 
listment July  22,  1862,  in  Company  K,  1 6th  Conn. 
\  .  I.  At  the  battle  of  Antictam  he  receiver!  a  gun- 
shot wound  in  the  left  hand,  which  has  ever  since 
been  badly  crippled.  He  was  sent  home  on  a 
furlough,  ordered  to  report  at  the  Xew  Haven  hos- 
pital, and  was  mustered  out  ^larch  4,  1863,  on  ac- 
count of  the  wound.  For  the  same  reason  he  was 
compelled  to  take  up  light  work,  and  forone  year  was 
night  watchman  for  the  E.  X.  Welch  Co.  He  then 
found  employment  in  the  "burner  shop"  of  the 
Bristol  Brass  &  Clock  Co.  in  Forestville,  in  the  press 
room,  and  there  remained  about  eight  years,  at  the 


end  of  which  time  he  entered  the  foot-press  room 
as  assistant  to  the  superiiuendent,  and  at  the  close 
of  four  years  in  that  incumbency  he  was  given 
charge  of  the  packing  department,  which  position 
he  has  since  tilled  with  his  accustomed  abilit\  and 
fidelity. 

On  March  19,  1864,  Mr.  Gray  was  married  to 
Katie  Hughes,  who  was  born  in  Waterbury,  Conn., 
daughter  of  John  and  Catherine  (Sheren)  Hughes, 
and  a  brief  record  of  their  children  is  as  follows: 
( i)  George  Bernard,  born  April  5,  1866,  is  a  clerk  in 
J.  S.  Deming  &  Co.'s  grocery,  Forestville:  he  was 
married  in  1900  to  Hellen  Bracken,  of  Xorwalk, 
Conn.  (2)  Annie  Emma,  boni  Oct.  3,  1S70,  was 
married  Dec.  26,  189S,  to  James  P.  Bree,  of  Xew 
Haven,  a  lawyer  and  man  of  prominence  in  politi- 
cal alfairs ;  he  was  a  member  of  the  legislature  in_ 
1898,  and  Senator,  1900  to  1902,  from  Xew  Haven; 
they  have  one  child:  John  Paul,  born  Xov.  15,  1899. 
^Irs.  Bree  is  a  graduate  of  Bristol  High  School, 
class  of  '88,  and  of  Mt.  St.  Joseph's  Convent,  Hart- 
ford, in  music ;  prior  to  her  marriage  she  spent 
seven  years  in  teaching.  ]\Ir.  and  ^Nlrs.  Gray  are 
members  of  St.  Matthew's  Roman  Catholic  Church 
at  Forestville.  I'olitically  he  is  a  Democrat;  for 
five  years  served  as  constable,  and  has  been  clerk 
and  treasurer  of  the  Thirteenth  school  district  of 
Bristol — clerk  from  1875  to  1S88,  and  treasurer  and 
clerk  since  the  latter  year.  Socially  he  is  a  charter 
member  of  Xewton  S.  ]\Ionroe  Post,  X"o.  57,  of 
Forestville,  in  which  he  has  passed  all  the  chairs, 
being  past  commander,  and  is  now  serving  as  quar- 
termaster. 

EL^IER  WIXFIELD  STEARXS,  a  well- 
known  and  popular  citzen  of  Berlin,  who  is  serving 
as  assistant  to  the  president  of  the  Berlin  Iron 
Bridge  Co.,  w-as  born  in  ^Manchester,  X'.  H.,  Dec. 
13,  i860,  and  traces  his  ancestry  back  to  (I)  Isaac 
Stearns,  a  native  of  the  parish  of  Wayland,  Suffolk, 
England,  who  came  to  America  in  1630  on  the  same 
ship  with  Gov.  Winthrop  and  Sir  Richard  Salton- 
stall.  He  served  as  selectman  of  Watertown,  Mass., 
for  several  years.  He  had  married  in  England,  and 
his  wife  came  with  him  to  the  Xew  World.  To 
them  were  born  eight  children  who  lived  in  this 
country. 

(II)  John  Stearns,  a  son  of  Isaac,  was  born  in 
Watertown  about  1630,  and  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  of  Billerica,  Mass.  About  1653  he  married 
Sarah  ^Nlixer. 

(III)  Lieut.  John  Stearns,  born  in  May,  1654, 
was  married  in  Billerica  to  Elizabeth  Bigelow,  who 
was  born  June  _i8,  1657, 

(IV)  John  Stearns,  born  in  Billerica  Xov.  26, 
1686,  was  married  about  171 5  to  Esther  Johnson, 
who  was  born  Jan.  16,  1691,  and  died  April  13, 
1786.    His  death  occurred  Aug.  2,  1776. 

(V)  Rev.  Josiah  Stearns,  born  in  Billerica  Jan. 
20,  1 73 1,  graduated  from  Harvard  in  1751,  and  was 
ordained  at  Epping,  X.  H.,  March  8,  1758,  serving 
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as  pastor  of  the  Congrcgrational  Church  at  that  place 
for  thirty  years.  11c  uiarricel  Sarah  Abbot,  who 
was  born  I-)cc.  4,  and  died  Xov.  5,  He 

dvd  July  J5,  1788. 

John  Stearns,  born  in  ]-lp[)ing,  X.  H.,  Jan. 
13,  I/62,  was  married  in  1783  to  Sarah  Lane,  who 
\vas  born  May  10,  1759.  He  enlisted  in  the  Con- 
tinental army  during  ihe  Revolutionary  war  as  a 
member  of  the  4th  Xew  Hampshire  Regiment,  and 
was  mustered  in  at  lipping.  He  served  as  justice 
of  the  peace  for  many  years. 

(\'ll)  Josiah  Stearns,  born  in  Deerlield,  X.  H., 
jNlarch  10,  178S,  was  married  Aug.  22,  iSii,  to  Jane 
Thompson,  also  a  native  of  Deerfield.  lie  was  an 
early  settler  of  W'ilmot,  X.  H.,  where  he  became  a 
prosperous  and  well-to-do  farmer,  and  was  one  of 
the  most  prominent  men  of  the  community  in  his 
day. 

(VIII)  William  Stearns,  tlic  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  W'ilmot,  X.  H.,  Jan.  10,  1816,  and 
■was  a  machinist  by  trade,  being  connected  with  the 
cotton  mills  of  ^Manchester,  X.  H.,  for  some  years. 
He  was  also  an  inventor  of  considerable  note,  and 
patented  several  ditterent  articles,  one  of  the  most 
important  of  his  inventions  being  the  shuttle  motion 
for  cotton  mills,  which  he  put  in  use  in  1850.  In 
politics  he  was  a  Republican.  He  was  married  Oct. 
17,  1845,  to  Elizabeth  Cogswell  Goodhue,  who  was 
born  in  Dunbarton,  X.  H.,  Sept.  28,  1818,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  and  ^Margaret  (\Vheeler )  Goodhue. 

(IX)  Elmer  W.  Stearns,  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch,  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Alanches- 
ter,  .X'.  H.,  and  was  graduated  from  the  high  school 
of  that  place  in  1877.  After  leaving  school  he  en- 
tered the  otTice  of  Ellis  &  Patterson,  civil  engineers, 
engaged  in  city  work,  to  learn  the  business,  and  dur- 
ing the  two  years  he  remained  with  them  he  gained 
a  fair  insight  into  the  business.  In  18S1  he  was 
made  rodman  in  the  city  engineer's  office  in  iNIan- 
chester,  and  filled  that  position  three  or  four  months. 
In  1880  the  Berlin  Iron  Bridge  Co.  built  a  bridge 
at  iManchester,  and  he  became  acquainted  with  their 
representative,  who  ottered  him  a  position  with  the 
company.  Accordingly,  on  leaving  the  employ  of 
the  city  engineer  of  ^vlanchester,  X.  H.,  he  came  to 
Berlin,  Conn.,  in  April,  18S1,  and  entered  the  office 
of  the  Berlin  Iron  Bridge  Co.,  as  draftsman  in  the 
drawing  room,  -where  he  remained  ten  years.  He 
then  accepted  his  present  responsible  position,  as 
assistant  to  the  president  of  the  company,  the  du- 
ties of  which  he  has  most  capably  and  satisfactorily 
performed.  His  energy,  perseverance,  close  appli- 
cation to  business,  and  fidelity  to  every  trust  reposed 
in  him  have  been  the  secret  of  his  success,  and  have 
won  for  him  the  high  position  which  he  now  fills. 

On  Oct.  10,  1888,  Mr.  Stearns  married  ^liss  Lu- 
cUa  Woods,  who  was  born  July  12,  1S65,  a  daughter 
of  Solomon  Henry  and  Grace  Ann  (Bradley) 
Woods,  of  East  Berlin.  They  have  one  child,  Har- 
old Goodhue,  who  was  born  Oct.  29,  1SS9,  and  is  I 
now  attending  IMiss  Roy's  private  school  in  Berlin.  I 


Mr.  Stearns  joined  the  ^Masonic  Fraternity  at  the 
age  of  tweiity-onc  vears,  and  is  now  a  Knight  Tem- 
plar Mascju,  a  member  of  Cyrene  Connuandery,  Xo. 
8,  of  Middletown,  and  of  Pyramid  Temple,  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine,  at  Bridgeport.  He  has  always  taken 
an  active  part  in  lodge  work,  and  is  past  master  of 
Washington  Lodge,  Xo.  81,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Crom- 
well, Conn,  lie  is  also  a  prominent  member  of  Mat- 
tabessett  Lodge,  Xo.  21,  K.  P.,  and  was  keeper  of 
records  and  seals  for  six  years.  Mr.  Stearns  at- 
tends and  supports  the  Congregational  Church  of 
Berlin,  and  afiiliates  with  the  Republican  party.  At 
present  he  is  serving  as  chairman  of  the  Republican 
town  committee  of  l')erlin,  and  was  a  member  of  the 
board  of  school  visitors  for  five  or  six  years.  In 
1897  ]\Ir.  Stearns  went  to  Europe  for  his  health,  and 
spent  eight  weeks  very  enjoyably  in  visiting  Paris, 
Holland,  Germany  and  Belgium,  returning  home 
much  recuperated. 

:kIARCUS  LEWTS  STODDARD.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  is  one  of  the  prosperous  and 
progressive  young  farmers  of  X'ewington,  and  has 
followed  the  vocation  of  his  forefathers  with  suc- 
cess, winning  a  standing  of  high  character  in  the 
community  in  which  he  lives.  He  was  born  in  the 
old  Stoddard  ancestral  home  on  Center  street,  near 
X'ewington  Junction,  July  22,  1854,  the  only  child. of 
:\Iarcus  W.  and  Frances  (Wells)  Stoddard.  His 
father  was  born  in  March,  181 5,  and  his  mother  in 
June,  1817.  Allen  Stoddard, .  his  grandfather,  was 
"born  on  the  same  place,  and  married  Mary  Wells, 
daughter  of  James  and  Abigail  (Gaylord)  Wells, 
pioneers  of  Connecticut.  [The  old  Stoddard  house 
was  moved  from  its  original  site  on  the  Knoll  to  the 
southwest  of  its  present  situation,  to  make  way  for 
the  Xew^  York,  Xew  Haven  &  Hartford  railroad.] 
Our  subject  received  a  good  common-school  edu- 
cation in  the  schools  of  Xewington  and  in  the  high 
school  at  Xew  Britain,  also  taking  a  course  in  the 
Cheshire  school  near  Plainville.  But  the  farm  duties 
early  in  life  demanded  his  attention,  and  Mr.  Stod- 
dard has  been  a  man  rather  of  action  than  of  books. 
Fie  has  spent  his  life  on  the  farm,  and  has  been  a 
progressive  agriculturist,  keeping  abreast  with  the 
times.  For  several  years  he  conducted  an  extensive 
milk  business  in  connection  with  his  farm.  He  is 
the  owner  of  ninety-five  acres  of  good  productive 
land,  and  the  crops  he  cultivates  include  hay,  grain, 
feed  and  potatoes. 

Mr.  Stoddard  married  April  26,  1877,  Miss 
Caroline  Francis,  who  was  born  July  25,  1856, 
daughter  of  Joseph  J.  and  }vlary  Francis.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Stoddard  have  three  children :  Gertrude  Fran- 
ces, born  March  16,  1880;  Ora  Bell,  born  May  20, 
1886;  and  Kent  Elston,  born  Aug.  7,  1893.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Stoddard  are  consistent  and  conscientious  mem- 
bers of  the  Congregational  Church.  In  politics  he  is  a 
stanch  Reiniblican.  He  is  a  charter  member  of  Our 
I  r.rothers  Council,  Xo.  41,  Senior  Order  of  American 
I  Mechanics,  at  Xewington,  and  has  served  as  treas- 
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iirer  of  the  lodge.  Mr.  Stoddard  lias  purchased  a 
boaiuiiul  residence  site  a  short  distance  north  of 
the  old  homestead,  and  is  now  (,1899)  erecting  a 
modern  twelve-room  residence  of  t!ie  Oncen  -\nne 
style  of  architecture.  Tiie  home  will  be  eciuipped 
\vith  all  modern  improvements,  and  when  com- 
pleted will  be  one  of  the  handsomest  in  the  jiictur- 
csque  town  of  Xewington. 

EDMUXD  L.  SMITH,  president  of  the  South 
^^'ethersl^eId  Stamping  &  Manufacturing  Co.,  and 
also  proprietor  of  the  South  Wethersfield  cider, 
grist  and  saw  mill,  belongs  to  that  class  of  men 
whom  the  world  terms  self-made,  for,  beginning  life 
empty-handed,  he  has  conciuered  the  obstacles  in  the 
path  to  success  and  is  now  at  the  head  of  a  pros- 
perous business.  By  his  efforts  he  has  materially 
advanced  the  interests  of  the  community  with  which 
he  is  associated,  and  has  become  a  prominent  figure 
in  business  circles. 

!Mr.  Smith  was  born  in  Rocky  Hill,  Hartford 
cotmty,  Feb.  7,  1S56,  a  son  of  Alfred  Smith,  who 
v.as  a  native  of  Xew  York  City,  and  of  German 
descent.  The  latter  grew  to  manhood  in  Xew 
York,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  cigar  maker, 
and  in  1849  went  to  California.  After  his  return 
from  that  State  he  came  to  Rocky  Hill,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cigars  until  failing 
health  caused  his  retirement.  He  died  at  that  place, 
and  was  buried  in  Rocky  Hill  cemetery.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Laura  G.  Beatimont,  of  East  Hartford, 
who  is  still  living,  and  makes  her  home  in  Rocky 
Hill,  and  to  them  were  born  four  children  :  Cath- 
arine, wife  of  R.  E.  Scranton  ;  IMabel,  wife  of  Dr. 
H.  P.  Plnnket,  of  Rocky  Hill:  Alfred,  who  died 
young;  and  Edmund  L.,  our  subject. 

Ira  Beaumont,  our  subject's  maternal  grandfa- 
ther, was  a  native  of  East  Hartford,  and  a  son  of 
^IcGinnis  Beaumont,  who  was  of  French  descent, 
and  was  for  many  years  a  harness  maker  and  land 
owner  of  East  Hartford,  where  his  death  occurred. 
Ira  Beaumont  was  given  a  good  common-school  edu- 
cation, and  during  his  youth  he  learned  the  trade  of 
harness  m.aking  with  his  father.  He  also  taught 
school  for  a  time  in  Rocky  Hill,  and  later  followed 
farming  in  East  Hartford,  where  he  owned  land. 
Politically  he  was  identified  with  the  Democratic 
party,  and  religiously  both  he  and  his  wife  were 
consistent  members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
Mrs.  Beaumont,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mar- 
tha Bulkley,  was  a  daughter  of  Hosea  Bulklcy,  and 
a  native  of  Rocky  Hill.  She  died  at  that  place  at  the 
advanced  age  of  ninety-two  years,  and  was  laid  to 
rest  in  Rocky  Hill  cemetery,  by  the  side  of  her  hus- 
band, who  had  passed  awav  some  years  previously. 
Their  children  were  Edmund,  Ira  and  Lucius,  all  of 
Avhom  died  in  Rocky  Hill ;  Charles  ;  Laura  Goodrich, 
the  mother  of  our  subject:  Emeline,  wife  of  Joseph 
McFarland ;  Thomas ;  Plarriet,  wife  of  John  Lock- 
wood ;  and  Oliver,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  district  schools 


of  Rocky  Hill,  and  at  night  school.  He  was  quite 
young  when  he  lost  his  father,  and  at  the  age  of 
twelve  years  he  commenced  working  as  a  farm  hand 
for  his  board  and  clothes.  He  attc:ided  school  when 
possible,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  began  learning 
the  carpenter's  and  joiner's  trade  with  R.  E.  Scran- 
ton, continuing  to  work  at  his  trade  in  Hartford 
county,  and  at  Springlield,  Mass.,  for  several  years, 
after  which  he  came  to  Wethersfield,  where  he  fol- 
lowed farming  for  ten  years  on  the  Churchill  farm. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  he  turned  his  attention  to 
the  manufacture  of  lumlx-r  at  South  W'etherstield, 
and  was  at  first  engaged  in  business  with  J.  E.  Far- 
mer, but  now  carries  on  operations  alone.  He  also 
conducts  a  grist  and  cider  mill — making  a  specialtv 
of  crude  and  refined  cider,  which  he  ships  all  over 
the  country,  and  deals  in  evaporated  apples  antl 
sweet  corn.  Mr.  Smith  is  now  ]iresident  of  the 
South  Wethersfield  .'>tamping'&  Manufacturing  Co., 
manufacturers  of  all  kinds  of  sheet  metal  stamp- 
ings, wire  works,  bicycle  brakes,  lacing  loops,  chain 
guards,  pedals  and  filings.  They  also  make  a  spe- 
cialty of  all  kinds  of  washers,  punch  and  dies,  tools, 
and  model,  experimental  and  electrical  work. 

On  X'ov.  II,  18S0,  in  Wethersfield,  ^^Ir.  Smith 
was  united  in  marriage  with  I\Iiss  Alice  A.  Church- 
ill, a  native  of  that  place,  and  a  daughter  of  Stephen 
B.  Churchill.  They  have  three  children ;  Edmund 
L.,  Stephen  Y.  and  Harold  A.  ?^Irs.  Smith  is  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  our 
subject  belongs  to  Summit  Lodge,  Xo.  45,  I.  O.  O. 
F.,  and  Wethersfield  Grange.  Politically  he  is  an 
ardent  Republican,  and  he  is  now  most  acceptably 
serving  as  deputy  sheriff  of  Hartford  county.  He 
filled  the  office  of  constable  for  ten  years,,  and  since 
1897  has  been  one  of  the  selectmen  of  Wethersfield. 
He  takes  a  deep  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  has 
been  quite  actively  identified  with  public  life. 

CHARLES  YAUCH,  a  substantial  farmer  of 
Hockantmi,  was  born  in  Germanv  Aug.  iS,  1S37, 
and  is  a  son  of  Conrad  and  ^I'agdaline  (Hess) 
Yauch,  farming  people,  of  whose  large  family  of 
children  six  came  to  the  United  States,  viz. :  Rosa, 
who  was  the  first  to  come  to  America,  and  is  mar- 
ried to  William  Bihl,  of  Hockanum ;  [Matthew,  of 
Glastonbury;  Charles,  otir  subject;  ^lary,  who  was 
married  to  a  Mr.  Lander,  and  died  in  South  Cov- 
entry, Conn. ;  Catherine,  of  South  Glastonbury, 
widow  of  William  Ingler,  to  whom  she  was  married 
in  Germany,  where  he  died ;  and  Casper,  who  was 
a  baker  in  Flartford,  where  he  died. 

Charles  Yauch  came  to  the  L'nited  States  in 
1861.  He  had  learned  the  trade  of  shoemaking  when 
sixteen  or  seventeen  years  of  age,  worked  in  Ger- 
many, Switzerland  and  France,  and  with  his  sav- 
ings paid  his  passage  from  Havre  to  X'ew  York, 
on  the  "William  Tell,"  and  landed  safely  after  a 
voyage  of  thirty-seven  days.  His  sister,  Mrs.  Bihl, 
was  then  living  in  Glastonbury,  and  to  join  her  he 
took  boat  for  Hartford;  after  much  difficulty  in 
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inakiiu^  people  understand  where  lie  wished  to  go 
he  finally  reached  t!ie  town.  He  did  some  cobbling 
in  Glastonbury,  then  went  to  Hartford  and  worked 
in  a  shoe  shop,  and  after  working  hours  were  over 
cobbled  for  persons  living  near  his  lodging.  He 
was  very  industrious  and  saving,  and  never  lost  an 
hour  if  he  could  lind  work  to  do. 

At  Hartford.  Dee.  26.  1S64,  2\Ir.  Yauch  married 
Miss  Louisa  Handel,  a  native  of  \\'ittenberg,  Ger- 
many, born  May  29,  1845,  a  daughter  of  Philip  and 
Christina  (Decker)  Handel.  She  had  come  to  the 
United  States  in  1S55,  with  her  mother,  a  brother 
and  a  sister,  and  the  vessel  on  which  they  were  pas- 
sengers was  forty-eight  days  crossing  the  ocean, 
owing  to  stormy  weather ;  during  the  voyage  eighty- 
six  persons  died  on  board.  After  marriage  Air. 
Yauch  continued  to  reside  in  Hartford,  and  was 
employed  in  Colt's  iire-arm  shops  at  the  time  of 
their  destruction  by  fire.  He  then  bought  out  John 
Low's  shoe  shop,  on  Kingsley  street,  but  later 
moved  his  shop  to  Temple  street,  put  in  a  stock  of 
ready-made  shoes  to  sell,  and  also  did  repairing. 
Some  time  afterward  he  sold  out  and  went  to  South 
Meridcn,  bought  a  place,  and  continued  to  work  at 
his  trade  there  for  nine  years.  He  then  bought  his 
present  farm  on  2^Iain  street,  Hockanum,  the  only 
improvement  thereon  being  the  dwelling:  all  the 
other  improvements  have  been  since  added  by  him- 
self. 

To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Airs.  Yauch  have 
been  born  seven  children :  Bertha,  now  Mrs.  William 
Myers,  of  Hockanum ;  John,  of  Turner's  Falls, 
Mass. ;  Rosa,  wife  of  George  A.  Overton,  of  Chica- 
go, 111.;  and  Fred,  William,  Sophia  and  Ernest,  at 
home. 

In  politics  Mr.  Yauch  is  inclined  toward  the 
Democratic  party,  but  voted  for  AIcKinley  at  the 
last  Presidential  election.  He  is  not  a  member  of 
any  religious  society,  but  his  children  regularly  at- 
tend the  Alethodist  Church  and  Salibath-school.  He 
is  a  member  of  Hancock  Lodge.  Xo.  27,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
at  South  Meriden,  but,  of  course,  cannot  now  at- 
tend its  meetings  punctually.  He  has  an  excellent 
farm,  and  owms  two  neat  houses  in  the  village,  but 
has  disposed  of  his  property  in  South  Aleriden. 
Through  his  thrift  and  industry  he  has  realized  a 
competence,  and  strictly  "minds  his  own  business," 
annoying  no  one.  while  no  better  nor  kinder  neigh- 
bor can  be  found  in  the  town  of  East  Hartford. 

MAURICE  A.  AIORIARTY  was  born  in  the 
western  i)art  of  Ireland  July  4,  1844.  He  was  the 
second  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  six  children, 
the  others  being  Eugene,  who  died  in  1881  ;  Mary, 
now  Mrs.  John  McDonougli,  of  [Manchester,  Conn.; 
Catherine,  the  wife  of  John  Donohue,  of  the  same 
place;  Abbie ;  and  Hugh,  a  hardware  merchant  of 
South  Manchester. 

Maurice  A.  Aloriarty  remained  in  Ireland  until 
he  was  ten  years  old,  when  he  and  his  elder  brother, 
Eugene,  resolved  to  emigrate  to  America.  They 


I  look  passage  in  a  sailing-vessel,  and  the  voyage  con- 
i  sumed  thirteen  weeks.       Their  mother  had  pre- 
I  ceded  them  in  1840,  and  was  then  living  at  South 
I  A[ancliester,  and  thiiher  the  brothers  proceeded  di- 
I  rectly  after  landing.    Maurice  soon  found  work  in 
the  Union  Alills  of  Xorih  Manchester.    After  re- 
j  maining  there  for  a  few  weeks  he  entered  the  cm- 
(  ployment  of  Cheney  Bros.,  silk  manufacturers,  and 
in  1858  was  made  overseer  of  their  spinning  depart- 
ment, remaining  in  that  position  until  1861,  when 
he  removed  to  Yonkers,  X^.  Y.,  wliere  he  was  em- 
ployed in  a  gun  factory.    Returning  to  South  Alan- 
chester  at  the  end  of  that  time,  he  again  entered  the 
employ  of  Cheney  Bros.,  taking  his  former  position, 
that  of  overseer,  which  he  has  filled  with  credit  to- 
himself  and  satisfaction  to  his  employers  during 
the  succeeding  thirty-eight  years.    In  length  of  ser- 
'■  vice  he  is  certainly  one  of  the  oldest,  if  not  the  oldest 
I  employe,  in  the  mills,  having  been  in  the  firm's 
j  service  for  more  than  forty-seven  years.  During 
I  Air.  Aloriarty's  residence  in  South  Manchester  he- 
:  has  been  connected  with  the  Firs.  Division,  Ancient 
j  Order  of  Hibernians.,  for  twenty-three  years,  and 
I  held  the  presidency  of  the  lodge  for  fourteen  years.. 
j  He  was  also  president  of  the  Robert  Emmet  Branch, 
I  Irish  X'ational  Land  League  of  America,  and  is 
'  at  present  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  O. 
I  Mahony  Club  of  Irish  Xationalists.    He  has  been 
a  lifelong  total  abstainer,  and  was  president  of  St. 
James  Temperance  Society  for  tv/o  terms.  In  poli- 
tics he  was  a  Democrat  until  the  nomination  of 
j  Grover  Cleveland  for  the  Presidency.    The  free 
I  trade  platform  promulgated  by  that  party  caused  him 
to  dissent  from  it,  and  joining  the  Anti-Cleveland 
j  Union  of  Irish  Republicans,  he  cast  his  first  Re- 
!  publican  ballot  for  James  G.  Blaine.    Since  then 
he  has  been  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Republican 
;  party,  has  been  delegate  to  Senatorial  and  Congres- 
1  sional  Conventions,  and  has  also  held  the  ofiices  of 
assessor  and  member  of  the  board  of  relief.  Afr. 
I  Aloriarfy  owns  property  roughly  estimated  to  be 
i  worth  Si 6,000. 

j        Air.  Aloriarty  was  married  Dec.  8,   i860,  to- 
!  Aliss  Alargaret  Cody,  and  ten  children  have  been 
born  to  them,  four  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The 
six  now  living  are  named  Catherine,  X'ellie,  Edward, 
'  Alargaret,  Eugene  and  Alary.    It  has  been  the  aim 
j  of  Air.  and  Airs.  Aloriartv  to  give  their  children  the 
best  educational  advantages,  whicn  the  latter  liave 
not  failed  to  improve  to  the  utmost,  shedding  honor 
upon  their  parents'  name.    The  eldest  daughters, 
Catherine  and  X'ellie,  after  passing  through  the 
'  common  schools,  attended  the  State  Xormal  School 
atXew  Britain, graduatingfroin  that  institution  v.'ith 
distinction,  and  both  are  now  teachers  in  the  public 
schools  of  Yonkers.    Xellie  entered  the  contest  for 
a  trip  to  the  \\'orld's  Fair  given  to  the  most  popular 
teacher  by  tlie  Xew  York  Press  in   1893.  She 
i  proved  to  be  one  of  the  most  successful  candidates,, 
i  and  with  a  free  trip  received  a  gold  medal.  Edward 
'  received  his  early  education  at  the  grammar  and 
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high  schools,  aiul  at  the  ag-e  of  cii^litoon  hciian  ihe 
study  of  medicine,  lie  niairiculatctl  at  the  Medi- 
cal Department  of  Columbia  Colle.ge,  Xew  York, 
and  after  completing-  a  course  of  four  vears  there 
entered  the  JJaltimore  Medical  College,  from  which 
institution  he  graduated  in  i8i>S,  and  was  at  once 
appointed  an  instructor  in  pathi^ilogw  Margaret  rc- 
ceivetl  the  same  course  of  instruction  as  her  two 
elder  sisters,  and  is  also  a  school  teacher.  The  two 
younger  chilclren.  Eugene  and  ]\Iary,  are  still  li\  ing 
at  home.  ^Ir.  Moriarty  and  his  family  are  of  the 
Catholic  faith,  and  members  of  St.  James  parish, 
.South  ^lanchcster. 

WILLIAM  W.  HAXXA.  an  enterprising  and 
successful  business  man  of  Xev\-  Britain,  has  dis- 
played unusual  sagacity  and  practical  ability  in  car- 
rying on  the  extensive  marble  and  stone  cutting 
business  founded  by  his  father,  and  few  young  men 
in  this  section  have  achieved  so  iiigh  a  standing  in 
financial  circles. 

While  his  ancestry  in  the  paternal  line  is  of  Ger- 
man stock  remotely,  the  family  was  identified  with 
the  Xorth  of  Ireland  for  several  generations.  Will- 
iam B.  Hanna,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was  born 
in  1806  in  County  Cavan,  Ireland,  and  became  what 
is  known  as  a  "small  farmer."  Seeing  no  hope  of 
bettering  his  condition,  he  came  to  America  about 
1840,  and  located  in  Xew  Haven  county,  Conn., 
"being  among  the  first  Irishmen  to  settle  in  that  local- 
ity. He  bought  a  small  tract  of  land,  and  engaged 
in  farming  with  such  success  that  he  was  enabled  to 
-add  to  the  property  from  time  to  time  until  he  had 
150  acres.  In  disposition  he  was  quiet  and  retir- 
ing, but  he  possessed  excellent  mental  abilities,  and 
as  a  citizen  was  much  esteemed.  Politically  he 
affiliated  with  the  Republican  party,  and  in  religion 
lie  was  a  ^Methodist,  while  the  family  was  identified 
with  the  Episcopal  Church.  He  died  in  1893.  Of 
his  children,  John,  our  subject's  father,  is  men- 
■tioiied  below;  William  (deceased)  was  a  stone  cut- 
ter in  X^ew  Britain;  Thomas  (deceased)  was  a 
grocer  in  X'ew  Britain,  as  one  of  the  firm  of  Hanna 
Bros.,  the  store  being  on  the  site  of  the  present 
opera  house :  Robert  was  one  of  the  firm  of  Hanna 
Bros.,  and  was  in  business  until  about  1873  ;  Rich- 
.ard  is  deceased  :  Ellen  (living)  married  (first)  Will- 
iam White,  of  ^ladison,  and  later  weddefl  Ambrose 
Beattv :  ^Mary  married  Thomas  Fitzgerald,  of  Xew 
York' City. 

John  Hanna,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
March  16,  1830.  in  County  Cavan.  Ireland,  and 
Avhen  a  boy  obtained  a  limited  education  in  the  X^a- 
tional  schcH->ls  of  that  locality,  but  after  coming  to 
this  country  he  continued  his  studies  alone,  while 
•serving  an  apprenticeship  as  a  stone  cutter  with  J. 
-G.  Batterson,  of  Hartford.  At  the  end  of  his  five- 
years  term  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Empire 
Stone  Co.,  of  X^ew  York  City,  and  soon  afterward 
was  made  foreman  of  the  works,  with  more  than 
100  cutters  under  his  direction.    In  1853,  at  the  age 


of  twenty-three,  he  removed  to  Xew  Britain,  and 
I  formed  a  partnership  with  William  Watson  in  the 
I  monumental  and  building  stuue  business,  under  the 
'  firm  name  of  Watson      llanna.  two  years  later  buy- 
i  ing  out  his  jiartner.    At  that  time  the  business  was 
located  in  the  rear  of  the  lot  now  occupied  by  the 
Bapti^t  church,  but  after  a  few  years  removed  to 
the  site  of  the  present  Hanna  block,  and  since  187S 
it  has  been  carried  on  in  East  r^Iain  street.  Be- 
ginning in  a  small  wa\-,  Mr.  Hanna  built  up  the  busi- 
ness until  it  became  one  of  the  largest  in  the  State, 
I  the  Cjuarry  at  Guilford.  Conn.,  being  also  owned  by 
j  him.    His  held  of  work  extended  throughout  the 
Eastern  States,  and  at  its  height  the  business  cm- 
ployed  over  ICQ  men.    Among  the  notable  struc- 
I  tures  built  by  him  were  the  Tammany  monument,  at 
Gettysburg,  Penn.,  at  a  cost  of  $15,000,  the  contract 
being  made  on  open  competition ;  the  Hancock  mon- 
ument, at  the  corner  of  123d  street  and  Columbus 
avenue,  in  Xew  York  City,  at  a  cost  of  $7,000 ;  the 
Elon  Booth  monument,  at  X'ewtown,  Conn.  ['Sir. 
Booth  was  called  the  "pauper  mason")  ;  the  J.  P. 
Schmenger   monument,    in   Woodlawn  cemetery, 
j  Xew  ■  York,  costing  $2.700 ;    the  Isaac  C.  Lewis 
mausoleum,  at  ^leriden.  Conn.,  costing  $15,000; 
and  the  monuments  to  George  ^1.  Landers,  B.  C. 
Porter,  C.  P.  Merwin  and  W.  S.  ^Morgan,  all  of 
X"ew  Britain.    Shortly  after  the  flood  at  Johnstown, 
Penn.,  he  erected  eleven  expensive  monuments  there, 
I  and  at  times  he  was  interested  in  the  building  busi- 
ness, having  been  the  builder  of  the  jMarble  block,  at 
X'os.  432-440  ]\Iain  street.  X'ew  Britain.    His  ex- 
cellent judgment  and  untiring  energy  made  his  ad- 
vice and  co-operation  valued  in  many  enterprises, 
and  he  was.  the  principal  stockholder  in  the  Xew 
;  Britain  Opera  House,  built  in  1880;  president  of  the 
!  People's  Coal  &  \\'ood  Co. ;  a  director  in  the  Don- 
j  nelly  Brick  Co. ;  a  silent  partner  in  the  firm  of  Hanna 
I   Bros.,  mentioned  above  ;  and  a  leading  member  of 
j  the  company  wdiich  introduced  the  Schuyler  Electric 
I  Light  into  Xew  Britain  ;  while  for  four  years  he 
I  owned  the  Easton  Granite  Co.'s  business  on  42d 
i  street,  Xew  York.    In  addition  to  his  other  interests 
i  he  was  a  member  of  and  stockholder  in  the  X'ew 
i  Britain  Driving  Club,  and  socially  was  connected 
I  with  Harmony  Lodge,  Xo.  20,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Gid- 
:  dings  Chapter.  Xo.  25,  R.  A.  ]\I. ;  and  Putnam  Phal- 
;  anx.  Throughout  his  life  he  was  singularly  free  from  - 
illness,  but  he  did  not  reach  the  allotted  limit  of 
man's  days,  his  death  occurring  Dec.  27,  1896.  He 
married  Miss  Fannie  \\'heeler,  daughter  of  William 
Wheeler,  of  County  Cavan,  Ireland,  who  came  to 
this  country  some  years  after  William  B.  Hanna,  and 
:  settled  in  Xew  Y'ork  City.    Mrs.  Hanna  died  May 
I  17,  1898,  and  of  their  four  children  three  are  now 
i  living:  Elizabeth  J.  married  John  B.  Anderson,  who 
i  is  connected  with  the  Irving  Savings  Institution,  of 
\  Xew  York  City;  William  Wheeler,  our  subject, 
I  was  second  in  the  order  of  birth  :  Fannie  married 
Herbert  Basncy.  of  Hartford;  and  Sherwood  died 
'  at  the  age  of  five  years. 
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William  W.  ilaiina  was  burn  in  Xcw  Britain 
Feb.  17,  iS(;.5,  ami  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools,  attendin-  the  Iiiirh  school  under  Prof.  Peck 
lor  more  than  a  year,  lie  then  became  inierested 
m  his  latlKT"s  bu>iiie><,  and  although  not  a  part- 
ner he  touk  a  res[)onsible  part  in  it,  <'oing  the  work 
of  a  general  superintendent.  lie  made  the  estimates 
for  all  brandies  of  the  work,  and  lor  four  vears 
previous  to  liis  father's  death  had  almost  sole  ch"ar"-e. 
Ihe  settlenxnt  of  the  estate  devolved  upon  him.  and 
he  conducts  the  business  successfullv,  emijlovinT 
about  forty  men  during  the  busy  season,  b'or  ten 
vears  he  was  manager  of  the  Xew  Britain  Opera 
House.  -  -  •  •  •   


and  his  success  in  all  his  enterprises  proves 
that  he  is  endnwe.]  with  tb.e  foresight  and  ener^v 
which  characterized  his  father  in  his  best  davs.  Me 
takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  all  the  movements  of 
the  day.  and  in  politics  is  a  stanch  Republican.  Pie 
IS  popular  socially,  and  is  a  prominent  member  of  tiie 
E.    ^Ir.  Hanna  is  unmarried. 

^',^0  was  born  in  Tipperary,  Ireland, 

March  8,  1843,  son  of  Patrick  and  -Alary  (Rvan) 
Hayes,  who  had  a  family  of  six  sons  and  ei^rht 
daughters,  six  of  whom  are  yet  living.  The  others 
are:  Hannah,  who  lives  at  Providence,  R.  I.;  Ellen 
now  ^^Irs.  John  Gorman,  of  South  Alanchester' 
Conn.;  Catherine,  the  wife  of  Peter  Calhoun  of 
the  same  place ;  John,  residing  in  Australia ;  Tim- 
othy, m  South  -Manchester,  Conn-.;  and  Thomas, 
whose  home  is  in  Vermont.  Of  the  children  de- 
ceased four  attained  maturity:  Marv,  Thomas  (i) 
Bridget  and  Joseph.    The  others  died  in  infancy! 

Ihe  family  emigrated  from  Ireland   in  1852 
coming  by  a  sailing-vessel,  and  after  a  passage  oc- 
cupying more  than  two  months  reached  New  York 
where  they  remained  for  a  year,  oassing  the  next 
year  at  New  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  the  t^vo  follow- 
ing at  -\von.  Conn.    Prom  there  the  elder  Haves 
removed  to  Chicopee,  ^lass.,  and  thence  to  Glaston-  ■ 
bury,  Conn.    The  next  year  he  returned  to  -\von  ' 
and  two  years  afterward  (i860)  took  up  his  resi-  I 
dence  at  South  ^lanchester,  where  he   remained  i 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1S84,  when  he  ' 
had  reached  the  extraordinary  age  of  ninety  v 
His  wife  had  died  three  years  before,  at  'the 
of  sixty-sl.x. 

P.R.Hayes  was  a  youth  of  seventeen  vears  when 
he  first  came  to  South  -Alanchester.  He  obtained 
work  in  Joseph  Parker's  cotton  mill,  and  showed 
such  aptitude,  industry  and  fidelity  that  he  was 
soon  made  overseer  of  one  of  the  spinning  rooms, 
remaining  in  the  mill  until  1869.  when  he  was 
affected  by  the  "gold  fever,"  and  went  to  California, 
making  the  trip  by  way  of  the  Isthmus.  Two 
months'  work  in  the  mines  satisfied  him,  so  turning 
his  face  again  toward  the  East  he  once  more  located 
at  South  Manchester,  and  for  a  year  worked  in  the 
cotton  mill  of  F.  D.  Dale.  His'  next  venture  was 
the  purchase  of  a  gristmill,  which  he  disposed 
of  after  a  year,  buying  a  farm  in  the  town  of  Bol- 
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ton.  Tolland  county.  Two  years  later  he  erected  the 
'"Three  Oaks  Store,"  about  "a  mile  from  South  Man- 
chester, w  hich  he  successfully  conducted  for  seven 
years.  Tiring  of  mercantile  business,  he  rented  his 
store,  and  returned  to  California.  There  he  went 
to  work  as  superintendent  of  the  leather  shop  of  the 
State  penifenliary,  from  which  he  was  afterward 
transferred  to  the  jute  works,  where  he  superin- 
tended the  manufacture  of  gunny-bags,  etc.  For 
four  years  he  was  employed  in  the  State  prison, 
^  and  two  more  he  spent  in  San  Francisco,  when 
j  he  again  returned  to  South  Alanchester  and  resumed 
j  the  management  of  his  store,  in  which  he  has  been 
j  engaged  ever  since.  In  1893,  he  purchased  the 
j  "American  Hotel,"  at  South  Alanchester.  Four 
i  years  later  the  house  burned  down,  but  he  at  once 
;  rebuilt,  and  continued  to  conduct  the  hotel  (at  the 
!  same  time  running  his  store)  until  1898,  wlien  he 
j  sold  it  in  order  to  devote  his  whole  time  and  energy 
j  to  his  mercantile  business. 

I  On  June  7, 1865,  Air.  Hayes  was  married  to  Aliss 
,  Catherine  Gorman,  who  died  June  6,  1897.  Polit- 
I  ically  our  subject  is  a  Republican,  and  in  religious 
\  faith  a  Catholic,  attending  St.  James'  Church,  in 
I  Manchester.  The  career  of  Air.  Hayes  attords  a 
j  striking  illustration  of  the  possibilities  which  lie 

before  industry,  when  directed  by  intelligence,  in- 
!  tegrity  and  a  fidelity  to  principle  that  has  never 

wavered.   He  has  educated  himself,  and  has  made 
[  his  own  fortune.  That  such  men  should  succeed  is 
'  not  surprising.  Success  is  their  birthright. 
I 

I  THOALAS  ROPER,  of  Xewington,  was  born 
I  on  Capitol  avenue,  Hartford,  Oct.  21,  1851,  and  is 
!  of  English  descent.  The  name  of  Roper  was  a  very 
familiar  one  in  England  during  the  early  part  of 
the  seventeenth  century,  and  members  of  the  fam- 
ily were  quite  prominent  there.  Sir  Thomas 
Aloore's  daughter  married  a  Roper,  who  was  one  of 
the  ancestors  of  our  subject.  The  family  have  all 
been  great  readers  and  deep  thinkers. 

From  England  the  branch  of  the  family  to  which 
our  subject  belongs  went  to  Ireland  on  matters  per- 
taining to  the  government,  and  remained  in  that  ■. 
country.  -\t  an  early  day  his  grandfather,  Hugh 
Roper,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  left  Ireland  and 
came  to  the  Xew  \A"orld,  locating  in  Hartford, 
where  he  died  when  our  subject  was  quite  young. 
One  of  his  sons  is  now  very  prominent  in  the  social 
circles  of  Philadelphia,  Penn.  Thomas  Roper,  Sr., 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Ireland,  and  in 
early  life  came  with  the  family  to  -\inerica,  taking 
up  his  residence  in  Hartford,  where  he  passed  away 
Alay  19,  1883,  at  the  age  of  sixtv-nine  years,  and 
his  remains  were  interred  there.  Pie  was  a  ma- 
chinist and  a  mechanical  and  stationary  engineer, 
and  was  a  member  of  Christ  Episcopal  Church  of 
Hartford.  He  married  Aliss  Alary  Conley,  a  lady 
of  Irish  extraction. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  Thomas  Roper. 
Jr.,  pursued  his  studies  in  the  public  schools  of 
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Hartford,  and  there  grow  to  manhood.  On  Aug. 
19,  1^85  he  was  united  in  niarnaL^o  with  INiiss  EUa 
Helen  Hanicrslcy,  a  dautjhter  of  W  illiam  James  and 
Laura  Soi^hia  (^Cook)  llamersle>-,  of  Hartford. 
She  also  traces  her  ancestry  back  to  very  promi- 
nent Encilish  families,  her  father  being  a  descend- 
ant of  the  Earl  of  Dudley,  and  her  mother's  father 
a  descendant  of  the  l\arl  of  Leicester.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Roper  ha\'e  one  son,  IJsmer,  born  on  their 
present  farm  in  Newington,  Nov.  7,  1SS8.  He  has 
attended  the  \\'est  ^liddle  school  of  Hartford,  and 
will  eveiituallv  enter  Trinity  College.  He  is  a  very 
bright,  attractive  boy,  and  will  probably  be  edu- 
cated for  the  medical  profession. 

Mr.  Roper  and  his  wife  removed  to  Newington 
soon  after  ihcir  marriage,  and  there  he  purchased  a 
fine  farm  of  seventy  acres,  where  they  have  a  pleas- 
ant home  with  most  attractive  surroundings.  They 
are  prominent  members  of  Grace  Episcopal  Church 
of  Xewington,  and  their  son  is  a  member  of  the 
Sunday-school.  In  national  affairs,  ^Ir.  Roper 
always  supports  the  Republican  party,  but  at  local 
^elections  votes  for  tiie  man  whom  he  believes  best 
■qualified  to  fill  the  office.  Like  his  ancestors  he  is 
a  great  reader,  not  only  of  standard  literature,  but 
keeps  well  posted  on  current  events  and  topics  and 
issues  of  the  day.  He  is  a  quiet,  unassuming  gen- 
tleman, and  stands  deservedly  high  in  the  estimation 
,of  his  neighbors  and  friends. 

PHIXEAS  COE  STEVEXS,  a  worthy  repre- 
sentative of  the  agricultural  interests  of  East  Hart- 
land,  and  one  of  its  honored  and  highly  respected 
citizens,  was  born  in  Durham,  Conn.,  Dec.  17,  1831. 

■  Our  subject  is  a  son  of  Ruel  Stevens,  a  native 
of  Rockland,  this  State,  where  he  was  educated  in 
the  common  schools,  and  later  followed  farming. 
Subsequently  he  ]:ved  in  Durham  until  1834,  when 
'he  removed  to  sVoring^ton,  ]\Ias„.,  and  from  there 
-went  to  Montgomery,  IMass.,  where  he  was  similarly 
employed  for  one  year.  Later  he  engaged  in  lum- 
bering and  operating  a  sawmill,  in  partnership  with 
our  subject,  in  Granville,  Mass.,  but  spent  his  last 
days  in  West  Haven,  New  Haven  Co.,  (Tonn.,  where 
he  died  in  1S82,  being  laid  to  rest  in  East  Hart- 
land  cemetery,  Hartland  county.  He  was  a  very 
industrious  and  enterprising  man,  well  liked  by  all 
who  knew  him.  was  a  csjnsistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  a  Republican  in 
politics.  In  Hartland  he  was  married  to  ]\Iiss 
Louisa  Coe,  a  native  of  that  place,  and  a  daughter 
of  Miles  Coe,  wdio  Ijelonged  to  an  old  and  highly- 
respected  family  of  Hartland.  (Dur  subject  is  the 
eldest  of  the  seven  children  born  of  this  union,  the 
others  being  Sydney,  now  a  resident  of  Indian 
Orchard,  ^lass. :  Laura,  who  died  young;  Fanny, 
deceased  wife  of  James  Jones;  Susan,  wife  of  Isaac 
Wilier;  Caroline,  wife  of  George  Frost,  of  New 
Haven  ;  and  Helen,  wife  of  Edward  Hinkle\ .  The 
wife  and  mother,  who  was  an  earnest  metnber  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  was  killed,  in  1855, 


by  a  runawa}-  horse  she  was  driving,  and  was  btiried 
in  East  Hartland  cemetery.  Later  the  father  mar- 
ried Jane  Case,  of  W'e^t  Granby,  Hartford  county, 
who  died  in  1894,  and  was  buried  in  West  Granby 
cemetery. 

During  his  boyhood  Thineas  C.  Stevens  attended 
the  union,  school  in  Hartland,  the  Hartland  Acad- 
emy, and  the  high  school  of  Granville,  Mass.  Tlius 
he  acquired  a  good  education  which  has  been  of 
much  practical  benefit  to  Inm  in  later  years,  and  by 
,  subsequent  reading  and  ob>ervation  has  become  well 
I  posted  on  current  events  and  the  leading  questions 
i  and  issues  of  the  da_\-.    Jn  early  boyhood  he  became 
j  interested  with  his  father  in  the  lumber  business  at 
•  Granville,  Mass.,  and  for  twenty-four  years  was  a 
I  managing  partner  in  the  business.   In  1855  he  iocat- 
j  ed  in  the  town  of  Hartland,  Hartford  Co.,  Conn., 
I  near  the  -Massachusetts  line,  and  has  since  devoted 
i  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits  with  marked 
I  success,  being  one  of  the  first  tobacco  growers  in 
I  that  section,  and  still  one  of  a  few.    He  has  made 
extensive  improvements  upon  his  place,  including- 
the  erection  of  a  comfortable  residence  and  good 
barn,  and  "ranks  among  the  most  skillful  and  thor- 
ough farmers  of  the  community. 
!       In  October,  1855,  in  Granville,  Alass.,  Mr.  Ste- 
i  vens  was  united  m  marriage  with  Aliss  Harriett 
M.  Parsons,  a  native  of  West  Granville,  and  a 
daughter  of  Horace  and  Julia  (}vleacham)  Parsons. 
Three  children  were  born  of  this   imion :  (i) 
!  Edward  married  Belle  Dickinson,  and  died  leaving 
:  one  child,  Walter.    (2)  Alice  first  married  Flenry 
:  Crocker,  of  Bangor,  Alaine,  and  after  his  death 
j  wedded  James  Bean,  of  Belfast,  }vlaine.    She  "had 
I  two  children  by  the  first  marriage,  ]\laude  S.  and 
!  Hattie  S.     (3)  Frederick  D.,  who  resides  on  the 
I  home  farm,  married  Adda  Harger,  of  West  Gran- 
'  ville,  and  has  three  children,  Edward,  Blanch  and 
Rupert. 

i  In  addition  to  his  private  interests,  [Mr.  Stevens 
I  has  given  much  time  to  local  affairs,  and  has  been 
I  one  of  the  most  active  workers  of  the  Republican 
party  in  his  locality.  He  has  been  called  upon  to 
fill  a  number  of  important  political  positions  of 
honor  and  trust,  the  duties  of  which  he  has  most 
capably  and  satisfactorily  performed.  In  1879  he 
was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature,  and  served  for 
one  term ;  has  been  selectman  of  Hartland  eight 
years,  being  first  selectman  seven  years  of  the  time; 
has  also  been  assessor,  justice  of  the  peace,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  relief,  and  a  n'.ember  of  the 
grand  jury.  He  and  his  family  attend  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  and  are  held  in  high  regard 
by  the  entire  community  in  which  they  live. 

HON.  P.  D.  RYAN.  Among  the  well-known 
buiness  men  of  Hartford,  who  have  demonstrated 
what  energy  and  pluck  w^ill  accomplish,  none  are 
more  worthy  of  mention  than  Hon.  P.  D.  Ryan,  the 

j  merchant  tailor  and  general  clothier  at  No.  76 

'  Asylum  street,  Hartford. 
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Mr.  Rvan  is  a  native  of  Ireland,  born  March  17, 
1841,  and  is  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Ann  (Pcrryman) 
l\\an.  the  fiTiner  v^a"  wliom  was  a  tailor  by  trade 
in'  Jreh'.nd,  where  he  jias-ed  all  his  days,  dying  at 
the  age  oi  seventy  years.  They  had  a  family  of  nine 
chiluren,  hw  of  whom  arc  still  living:  2\lary,  in 
Hartford;  joini,  in  r.oston ;  Mrs.  i'eler  Shaugh- 
ncssv,  in  iiai  iford  ;  1*.  D.,  onr  snbject ;  and  James, 
ill  England.  The  mother  of  these  died  in  1844, 
and  the  father  subsequently  wedded  ^Margaret  ^Ic- 
Andrew,  by  whom  he  had  six  children. 

Mr.  Ryan,  the  stibjcct  of  this  sketch,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  National  schools  of  Ireland,  and  while 
yet  a  boy  he  went  to  England,  where  he  learned  the 
trade  of  tailor,  which  he  followed  as  a  journeyman 
until  coming  to  America,  Sept.  5,  1S64.  Shortly 
after  arriving  in  this  cotuitry  he  located  in  Hart- 
ford, and  here  followed  his  trade  for  a  while,  later 
proceeding  to  New  York  State,  where  he  remained 
for  a  few  years  in  the  capacity  of  "cutter."  Return- 
ing to  Hartford  in  1S76,  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  ^Ir.  r^Iulcahy,  in  the  clothing  and  tailoring 
business,  in  a  part  of  the  store  now  occupied  by 
Mr.  }^Iu!cahy.  This  partnership  was  continued  for 
five  years,  when  it  expired  by  limitation,  and  w;as 
dissolved.  jMr.  Ryan  then  started  for  himself  in 
the  tailoring  business,  on  ]Main  street,  in  a  building 
which  stood  upon  the  present  site  of  the  Waverly 
block.  Here  he  remained  imtil  1S83,  when  he  re- 
moved to  his  present  location,  where  he  has  since 
remained.  Here  upon  the  first  lloor,  he  has  his 
stock  of  ready-niade  clothing,  and  various  grades  of 
goods  for  custom  work,  the  upper  floor  being  used 
for  ctttting  and  making  goods  to  order.  His  busi- 
ness has  constantly  increased,  and  he  now  employs 
five  clerks  and  a  bookkeeper.  With  two  exceptions, 
he  is  the  oldest  tailor  or  clothier  in  the  city,  and  one 
of  the  best  known. 

In  1870  ^Ir.  Ryan  married  Katherine  Devery, 
who  was  born  in  Hartford,  and  eight  children  were 
born  to  this  tmion,  five  of  whom  are  living:  Frank, 
a  cutter,  in  Boston ;  Annie,  who  married  Edward 
Ahern,  son  of  the  prominent  builder  in  Hartford ; 
Mary,  bookkeeper  for  her  father ;  Harry,  employed 
by  his  father  as  a  clerk ;  and  Katherine,  at  school. 
The  mother  of  these  died  in  1S88,  at  the  age  of  forty 
years,  and  in  1891  'Sir.  Ryan  married  Katherine 
Scanlon. 

In  politics  rvlr.  Ryan  is  a  Democrat,  and  in  1892 
he  was  nominated  and  elected  (unsolicited  by  him) to 
the  Legislature,  serving  to  tlie  entire  satisfaction  of 
his  constituents.  He  has  also  been  delegate  to  a 
large  number  of  State  conventions.  Perhaps  it  is 
among  the  various  Catholic  societies  in  which  Mr. 
Ryan  is  best  known,  and  the  offices  which  he  has 
held  in  these  are  probably  the  best  indication  of  the 
confidence  placed  in  him  by  the  large  number  of 
members  throughout  the  State.  He  was  a  charter 
member  of  the  Green  Cross  Council,  Knights  of 
Columbus,  of  Elartford,  and  has  been  treasurer 
since  its  organization.    He  has  also  been  a  delegate 


:  to  the  various  State  and  National  conventions,  and 
i  was  the  National  treasurer  of  this  organization  for 
I  twelve  years,  being  six  times  re-elected.    He  paid 
the  first  "death  benefit"  of  this  order,  when  it  had 
but  nine  hundred  members,  nearly  a  'quarter  of  a 
century  ago,  and  has  seen  it  grow  until  to-day  its 
I  membership  numbers  over  thirty-five  thousand.  The 
j  council  in  the  city  of  Hartford  is  among  the  oldest 
'  in  the  country,  being  the  eleventh  council  in  the 
;  United  States.    For  twenty-five  years  iSIr.  Ryan 
I  has  been  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  Hibern- 
!  ians,  and  for  twelve  years  has  been  the  State  treas- 
I  urer  of  this  organization,  having  been  six  times  re- 
j  elected.    He  has  also  been  a  delegate  to  all  of  the 
I  National  conventions  of  this  body  for  a  great  many 
years.    In  each  of  these  offices  he  has  handled  a 
;  large  amount  of  money ;  in  the  Knights  of  Col- 
j  umbus,  in  one  year,  $275,000  passed  through  his 
j  hands.    He  has  held  office  longer  than  any  other 
j  man  now  living,  and  with  few  exceptions  is  the  old- 
est living  member  of  either  organization.    For  many 
years  he  was  a  member  of  the  St.  Patrick  Society, 
in  which  he  took  a  prominent  part,  and  was  treas- 
urer and  secretary  up  to  the  time  the  order  was 
dissolved ;  also  a  member  of  the  St.  John's  Society, 
and  has  been  secretary  of  same  for  twenty-five 
years ;  is  also  a  member  of  the  Emerald  Society — in 
fact,  he  has  undoubtedly  been  more  closely  identified 
;  with  the  Catholic  societies  of  this  city  and  State,  and 
!  taken  a  more  prominent  part  in  them,  than  any  man 
i  now  living.      His  family  all  attend  the  Catholic 
j  Church,  and  in  St.  Peter's,  of  which  he  is  a  mem- 
I  ber,  he  has  collected  the  pew  rents  for  over  twenty 
I  years.    Mr.  Ryan  has  been  engaged  in  real-estate 
I  transactions  to  some  extent,  having  built  one  brick 
:  block  and  several  houses  in  the  city  of  Flartford. 

I  THOMAS  E.  LONGLEY,  an  honored  aufl 
I  highly  respected  citizen  of  ^^'est  Hartford,  was  born 
j  in  Hawley,  Franklin  Co.,  ]\Iass.,  Dec.  3,  1848.  and 

is  a  representative  of  one  of  the  early  families  of 

that  place. 

There  his  father,  Elijah  F.  Longley,  spent  his 
entire  life,  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
j  was  born  j\Iay  13.  1810,  and  died  Nov.  23,  1894. 
!  On  April  il,  1836,  he  married  Miss  Catherine  T. 
I  Conelison,  who  was  born  May  22,  1813,  and  died 
I  Sept.  21,  1878.  In  their  family  were  ten  children: 
;  Rebecca  S.,  born  June  23,  1S37,  died  Aug.  15,  1837-; 

Edmund,  born  Sept.  19,  1838,  died  Sept.  7.  1863; 
;  Ann  Eliza,  born  Jan.  19,  1841,  died  Feb.  10,  1841  ; 
'  Chift'enette,  born  Jan.  16,  1S43,  died  April  i,  1S43; 
i  Calvin  E.,  born  Dec.  23,  1843,  died  Nov.  23,  1S46; 
I  Josephine,  born  June  10,  1845.  is  the  wife  of  Homer 
I  F.  Damon,  of  Berlin,  Conn.;  a  son,  born  Nov.  10, 
;  1847,  cii'^f^  the  following  day;  Thomas  E.,  our  sub- 
I  jcct,  is  next  in  the  family;  -\Iary  F.,  born  Jan. 
!  II,  1852,  is  the  wife  of  Frederick  Hawks,  who  lives 
j  at  No.  99  New  I5ritain  avenue,  Hartford;  and 
j  Wealthy  E.,  born  Feb.  14,  1856,  is  the  wife  of 
I  George  Williams,  of  ITolyoke,  Massachusetts. 


'I'luMiias  K.  LoiiL^lcy  is  iiulcblcd  to  the  public 
sfh'K.tls  ot  llawlcy,  -Mass.,  for  his  educational  priv- 
ilf'CN.  Ho  remained  on  the  lionie  farm  with  his 
latiuT  until  l8oi^,  when  he  went  to  C'harlemont, 
Mass.,  and  remained  there  a  year  and  a  half.  The 
fallowing  three  years  he  passed  m  Greenheitl,  Mass., 
and  in  |anuary,  1870,  came  to  Hartford,  Conn.  For 
twenty  years  he  was  connected  with  the  Retreat 
f. ir  the  Insane,  and  for  thirteen  years  of  that  time 
was  foreman  of  the  farm,  a  position  which  he  most 
capably  and  satisfactorily  filled.  Resigning  on  ac- 
count of  ill  health,  in  1S96,  he  removed  to  the  Fuller 
farm,  in  West  Hartford,  where  he  is  now  practically 
living  retired. 

(Jii  Oct.  I,  1^79,  ^Ir.  Longley  was  united  in 
marriage  with  3iliss  Lizzie  A.  Tuitle,  a  daughter 
of  Alfred  and  Anna  E.  (Moore )  Tuttle.  Her  great- 
grandfather -Moore  and  his  father-in-laws  ^Mrs. 
Longley 's  great-great-grandfather  Wells,  were 
lK)th  colonels  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Longley  have  three  children:  Raymond  L, 
born  Oct.  "10,  1885;  Lottie  L.,  Nov.  24,  18SS;  and 
Leslie  Robert,  Nov.  2,  1895. 

DWIGHT  N.  HEWES,-  of  Hartford,  who  is 
well  known  in  business  circles  as  secretary  of  the 
Mellen  &  Hewes  Co.,  and  president  of  the  Hart- 
ford Business  ]Men's  Association,  was  born  Aug. 
5,  1854,  in  Suffield,  Conn.  He  comes  of  good  New- 
England  stock,  and  his  great-grandfather,  Nathaniel 
Hewes,  was  born  Feb.  24,  1747,  in  Brooklield,  Mass. 
He  died  Dec.  16,  1808,  at  Lyme,  N.  H.  Fie  mar- 
ried Sarah  Freeman,  who  was  born  Nov.  16,  1749, 
at  Mansfield,  Conn.,  and  died  ]March  26,  185 1,  at 
Lyme,  N.  FL,  aged  one  hundred  and  one  years, 
four  months,  and  ten  days.  They  had  ten  children  : 
Kezia,  born  Nov.  9,  1775;  !Mindell,  Jan.  11,  1778; 
Theoda,  Dec.  5,  1780 ;  Abigail,  June  11,  1782;  John 
Freeman,  March  15,  1784;  Olive,  July  3,  1786;  Syl- 
vanus,  May  8,  1789;  Sarah,  June  29,  1791  ;  Eliza- 
beth, Dec.  6,  1793;  ;Moody,  May  31,  1795.  The 
Jast  named,  w"ho  was  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  a  native  of  Lyme,  N.  H.,  and  made  his 
home  there.    He  married  Susan  Hurlburt. 

Nathaniel  Hewes,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Lyme,  N.  H.,  in  1823,  but  removed  to  Suf- 
field, Conn.,  in  early  manhood,  to  engage  in  farm- 
ing. There  he  married  ]Miss  Emeline  Gambol, 
daughter  of  Fliram  Gambol,  a  w^ell-known  resident 
of  Suffield.  Since  her  death,  in  1888,  he  has  spent 
a  portion  of  his  time  with  our  subject  in  Hartford, 
and  the  remainder  with  his  other  children.  Of 
their  three  children,  (i)  George  INL  (deceased) 
married  Miss  Lizzie  Gemmill,  and  had  one  son, 
George  M.,  Jr.,  now  a  resident  of  Enfield,  Conn. 
(2)  Dwight  Nathaniel  is  mentioned  more  fully 
below.  (3)  Genevia  S.  married  John  F.  Brockett, 
of  Suffield,  Conn.,  and  has  had  four  children,  Daisy, 
Nellie,  Frank  and  Fred. 

Dwight  N.  Flewes  spent  his  early  years  in  Suf- 
field, where  he  attended  the  public  schools,  and  he 
began  his  business  career  in  Thompsonvillc,  Conn., 


as  bookkeeper  for  David  WoodrulY.  Later  he  went 
I  to  Mt.  Sterling.  C>hio,  as  clerk  in  a  store,  but  re- 
j  Jiiained  for  a  short  time  only,  and  in  1878  he  lo- 
I  cated  in  Hartford,  aixl  engaged  with  James  G. 
I  Welles  &  Co.,  No.  27,  Asylum  street,  as  traveling 
salesman.  In  iSSo  he  became  coimected  with  ^. 
F.  Hurd  &-Co.,  on  2\lain  street,  the  firm  name  being 
changed  later  to  Hurd  &  2\lellen,  and  on  March  1, 
1890,  he  bought  an  interest,  the  firm  becoming 
known  as  Flurd,  Ziehen  &  Hewes.  In  1896  the 
firm  became  the  ^lellen  &  Hewes  Co.,  and  the  pres- 
ent ofiicers  are  iM.  .Mellen,  president;  D.  N.  Hewes, 
secretary;  and  Frank  G.  Alellen,  treasurer.  In  1S80 
and  1896  Air.  Hewes  traveled  in  the  interests  of  the 
firm,  but  his  work  has  been  connected  mainly  with 
the  local  trade.  The  ]Mellen  tS:  Hewes  Co.  occupy 
a  store  and  basement  280  feet  deep,  and  a  ■  store- 
house at  the  corner  of  Valley  and  Terry  streets,  and 
their  business,  which  was  established  about  sixty 
years  ago,  is  conducted  on  a  large  scale  in  both 
wholesale  and  retail  lines. 

]Mr.  Flewes  was  married,  in  Hartford,  Nov.  14, 
1882,  to  ]Miss  Faimie  A.  Wilcox,  daughter  of  Capt. 
William  and  Alary  Wilcox,  of  East  Hartford,  Conn. 
They  have  one  daughter,  Alarion  Hewes,  aged  five 
years;  Ruth  Isabel  died  Aug.  27,  1885,  aged  two 
years,  seven  months.  Air.  Hewes  has  been  presi- 
dent of  the  Hartford  Business  Alen's  Association 
for  the  past  two  years,  and  is  a  director  of  the 
Hartford  Board  of  Trade,  and  although  fond  of 
i  domestic  recreation  he  takes  an  active  interest  in  the 
work  of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  and  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Veteran  Corps  of  Company  K,  Connecticut 
National  Guard,  and  of  the  Hartford  Yacht  Club, 
and  Hartford  Revolver  Club.  lie  attends  the  Asy- 
lum Avenue  Baptist  Church. 

TUTTLE.  The  Tuttle  family,  from  which  de- 
scended William  Frederick  and  the  venerable  Sam- 
uel I.  Tuttle,  of  the  firm  of  S.  Tuttle  &  Sons,  of 
Hartford,  is  one  of  the  oldest  New  England  fam- 
ilies, they  being  in  the  seventh  generation  from 
William  Tuttle,  the  American  ancestor.  The  line 
of  descent  is  through  Joseph,  Joseph  (2),  Joseph 
(3),  Samuel  and  Samuel  (2). 

(I)  William  Tuttle,  his  wife  Elizabeth,  and  fam- 
ily sailed  in  the  "Planter"  from  England  in  1635, 
locating  in  New  Haven.  His  age  at  the  time  of 
sailing  was  given  as  twenty-si.x.  Himself  and  wife 
passed  the  rest  of  their  lives  in  that  city,  she  dying 
in  1684,  aged  seventy-six.  Mr.  Tuttle  was  the 
equal  socially  of  any  of  the  colonists.  He  was  a 
man  of  courage,  enterprise,  intelligence,  probity  and 
piety.  His  children  were :  John,  Plannah,  Thomas, 
Jonathan,  David,  Joseph,  Sarah,  Elizabeth,  Simon, 
Benjamin,  Mercy  and  Nathaniel. 

(IF)  Joseph  Tuttle,  son  of  William,  baptized  in 
1640,  in  New  Haven,  married,  in  1667,  Hannah, 
daughter  of  Capt.  Thomas  Munson.  lie  died  in 
1690,  and  his  widow  later  married  Nathan  Brad- 
ley. She  died  Nov.  30,  16(^5.  Joseph  Tuttle's  chil- 
dren  were:     Joseph,   Samuel,   Stephen,  Joamia, 


i 


CO^f^'EMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


440 


Timothy.  Susanna,  Elizabeth,  liatiiiah  and  Han-  : 
nail  (J).  i 
Joseph  1  uuK;  {2},  son  of  Joscpli,  bc^rn  in  ; 
Tf>68,  married,  in  -Milford,  L'onn..  in  iU)!,  iiuza-  j 
betli  Sanlord.  born  ui  lOji,  thuightcr  of  'iimnias  : 
aiid  Ehzabcth  (i'aincj  Sanlord.  Mr.  d'r.tllc  was  : 
prominent  and  active  in  l(X^al  att'air,-..  His  eliil-  ; 
drcn  were:  juscph,  Xoah,  Cathernie,  EHzabelh  : 
and  Thankful.  I 

(1\')  Joseph  Tuttle  (3).  son  of  Joseph  (j),  \ 
born  in  lOyj,  married  lirst )  }»terey  Thompson,  ; 
daughter  of  John  (3)  and  Mercy  i^Mansiield)  i 
Tliompson.  Slie  died  in  1743,  and  he  married  | 
(second)  Widow  Sarah  Washburn.  He  died  Jan.  i 
16,  1761.  He  was  captain  of  the  train-band  in  ! 
East  Haven,  and  was  quartermaster  of  troops  in  I 
the  Second  Regiuient  in  1742.  He  v.-as  several  j 
times  elected  moderator,  and  was  at  various  times  j 
schcHTl  committeeman.  His  chiUiren  were:  Joel,  j 
jNIary,  A:iiy,  Mercy,  Comfort,  Joseph,  Samuel,  Jo-  I 
seph  {2),  Amy  12I  and  Benjamin.  j 

{V )  Samuel  Turtle,  son  of  Joseph  (3),  born  in  | 
1741,  married,  in  1761.  Eethia  ^^lilts,  daughter  of  | 
Theophilus  Miles.  He  resided  in  East  Haven,  on  j 
land  that  came  to  him  by  will  of  his  father.  He  | 
opposed  the  British  raid  on  Xew  Haven  in  July,  , 
1779,  but  seeing  the  day  was  lost  endeavored  to  | 
save  some  of  his  goods,  which  he  had  loaded  on  a  j 
cart  and  was  trying  to  conceal,  when  he  was  cap-  i 
tured,  taken  to  Xew  York,  and  kept  a  prisoner  about  ' 
six  months,  finally  escaping.  He  died  in  East  Ha-  \ 
ven  in  1817,  his  wife  in  1S02.  Their  children  were:  i 
Amasa,  Samuel,  Bethia  AEles,  Samuel  Arnmi.  Sarah  : 
Miles,  Bethia,  Samuel,  Am.mi  [Miles.  Zurviah.  Phebe  | 
Anna,  Eunicia  and  Erederick  W^illiam.  j 

(VT)  Samuel  Tuttle  (2),  son  of  Samuel,  born  '< 
June  23,  1773.  died  July  5,  1S50.  He  married  | 
Betsey  Blotchkiss,  wlio  was  born  3.1ay  2.  1779,  i 
daughter  of  Isaac  and  Lydia  I'Eields  i  Hotchkiss,  \ 
and  died  Aug.  2,  1831.  She  was  also  a  descendant  j 
of  William  Tuttle.  Their  children  were:  Esther  I 
Rowe,  born  Jan.  25,  iSoi,  died  July  2.  1873;  ^lilcs  j 
Ammi,  born  Dec.  21,  1802,  died  in  Paris,  France,  \ 
Oct.  26,  1S58:  Samuel  Blotchkiss,  born  ]^tarch  19,  1 
1805,  died  Dec.  19,  1806,  and  is  buried  in  Bloom-  | 
field,  Conn. :  Sally,  born  Feb.  13,  1807,  died  3*Iay  i 
19,  1816 ;•  .Samuel  Hotchkiss   (2),  born  Feb.  19,  j 

1809,  died  Sept.  15,  1809;  Betsey,  born  June  24,  ; 

1810,  died  X'ov.  24,  1810;  William  Erederick,  born  j 
April  8,  i8t2,  is  mentioned  below;  Sarah  Elizabeth,  j 
born  May  11,  1816,  married  Dr.  Gurdon  W.  Rus-  j 
sell,  of  Hartford,  and  died  July  16,  1871  ;  Samuel  | 
Isaac,  born  Dec.  16,  1819,  is  referred  to  farther  on;  ; 
and  Rev.  Ruel  Hotchkiss,  born  July  16,  1824,  mar-  j 
ried,  in  Boston,  Mass.,  Sarah  A.  Crompton,  atid  | 
died  in  Windsor  Aug.  13,  18S7.  Of  these,  r\liles  j 
A.  was  a  prom.inent  business  man,  a  director  of  j 
the  .^Etna  Insurance  Co.,  the  Farmers  Sc  iMeclianics  | 
Bank,  and  the  Hartford  Flospital,  and  a  trustee  of 
the  Society  for  Savings.  He  was  a  niembcr  of 
Christ  Cluirch. 

29 


(\TI)  \\'rLLi\M  ERi-.rM-:KirK  TuxTr.r.  son  of 
Samuel  (J),  was  ixam  Ajiril  8,  181  j,  in  1  lai  i  t'.ird. 
He  attended  the  Center  sclior)!  ami  Xatbaniel  I'at- 
tcn's  Eitcrary  School,  from  wliicl;  lie  was  graduated 
at  the  age  of  tifteen  years.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  he  became  a  member  of  the  tirm  of  S.  Tuttle 
vv.  Sons,  from  which  he  retired  in  1858.  He  was  a 
director  of' the  .Etna  Fire  Insurance  Co..  and  of 
the  Farmers  &  Mechanics  Xational  Bank  for  thirty- 
seven  years.  He  was  also  director  of  the  Retreat 
for  tlie  Insane,  auditor  of  accoimts  for  same,  and 
a  director  of  the  Hartford  Hospital.  A  prominent 
member  of  Christ  Church,  he  served  as  warden  and 
vestryman  for  many  years.  He  was  a  lieutenant 
of  the  Foot  Guard,  and  a  member  of  the  \'eteran 
Association.  On  Nov.  i,  1838,  Mr.  Tutile  mar- 
.-ied  Sarah,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Ramsey,  of  Hart- 
ford. Their  four  children  were:  Sarah,  born  Sent. 
19,  1841,  died  Sept.  24,  1841  ;  Catherine,  born 
April  10.  1843,  died  Sept.  20,  1846;  Grace,  born 
Dec.  16,  1846,  died  Jan.  31,  1883:  Jane,  born  June 
6,  1848,  is  a  member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Rev- 
olution. The  father  died  Feb.  22,  1895,  the  mother 
June  9,  1895. 

(VII)  Samuel  Isa.\c  Tuttle^  son  of  Samuel 
(2),  born  in  Hartford  Dec.  16,  1S19,  married, 
March  31,  1842,  in  Hartford,  Louisa  Ramsey, 
daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Sarah  _{Allyn)  Ramsey. 
She  was  born  July  14,  1820,  and  died  .March  22, 
1899.  The  children  boni  to  this  marriage  were: 
Ellen,  born  Dec.  11,  1843,  married,  Xov.  2.  1S64, 
D.  V,'aIdo  Johnson,  of  Xew  York,  who  died  June 
21.  1900;  their  only  child,  Waldo  Tuttie  Johnson, 
married  Emma  Crozier,  of  Philadelphia,  and  they 
have  had  four  children,  Roy  (who  died  in  infancy), 
Ethel  (deceased),  x\rthur  C.  and  Sydney  Gilbert. 
Louisa,  born  ^lay  30,  1848,  died  Aug.  28,  185 1. 
Alice  Gertrude  was  born  Sept.  3,  1855.  Samuel 
William  was  born  Oct.  18,  1857,  and  since  1SS4 
has  engaged  in  the  quarry  business  in  Portland, 
Conn. ;  he  was  married  there,  }vlav  27,  1897,  to  Miss 
Annie  E.  Strong,  daughter  of  Ellsworth  Strong. 
Samuel  Isaac  Tuttle  spent  his  school  clays  in  Hart- 
ford. He  engaged  in  business  with  his  father  and 
brothers  Miles  A.  and  A\'illiam  F.,  under  the  firm 
name  of  S.  Tuttle  &  Sons,  dealing  in  grindstones, 
gypsum,  seeds  and  groceries. 

The  R.\?.iSEY  family  can.ie  from  Londonderry, 
Ireland,  and  settled  in  Londonderry,  X'.  H..  in 
1720,  the  first  ancestor  in  this  country  being  Hugh 
Ramsey,  who  married  ?^Iary  Moore.  Jonathan 
Ramsey,  the  grandfather  of  ]\Irs.  William  F.  and 
Airs.  Samuel  1.  Tuttle,  was  married,  in  1786,  to 
Mary  Cb.adwick,  of  Tyringham,  Alass.,  and  came 
to  Hartford  same  year.  He  was  born  Sept.  9,  1757. 
and  died  at  Hartford  Sept.  12,  1805,  beint;-  laid 
to  rest  in  the  old  Center  Church  vard.  He  was 
an  eaily  member  of  Christ  Church.  He  kept  a 
hotel  at  the  corner  of  Pearl  and  Main  streets. 

Jonathan  Ramsev,  father  of  Mrs.  Samuel  Isaac 
and  Mrs.  William  E.  Tuttle,  was  born  in  Hartford 
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May  JO.  17S7,  and  died  July  j^.  1832.  Ho  kept 
A  livery  in  the  city.  He  married  Sarah  Allyn, 
daugh'.er  of  Fitz  joim  Allyn.  ot  W  indsor.  who  was 
a  descendant  ot  Matdiew  Allyn.  one  of  the  founders 
c;f  that  town,  and  al.-o  of  Hartford;  he  was  one  of 
the  custodians  of  the  old  charier.  The  cliiKiren  of 
Jonathan  and  Sarah  (  Allyn)  Kanisev  were  as  fol- 
lows: Jonathan,  born  Dec.  13.  iSij;.  died  I'eb. 
15,  1SS4.  'Harriet,  born  Sept.  ig.  1815,  died  Xov. 
25,  1817.  Sarah,  born  Dec.  3,  1817,  married  W  ill- 
iani  r.  Tuttle,  and  died  June  9.  1895.  I-ouisa,  born 
July  14.  1 8 JO,  married  Samuel  Isaac  Tuttle,  and 
died  March  22,  1899.  Alary,  bom  June  J(^  1822, 
married  James  M.  Looniis,  of  Hartford.  William, 
born  Oct.  14,  1825,  married  Eliza  Simpson  in  March, 
1S55,  and  died  in  1898;  he  is  buried  in  Thompson- 
ville.  Conn.  }klaria,  born  Sept.  26.  1828,  died  Oct. 
31,  1828. 

Jonathan  Ramsey  (3)  married  Lucy  M.  Briggs 
Jan.  3,  1837.  He  died  Feb.  15.  1884.  Children: 
Lucy  Jane,  widow  of  \\'illiam  Rogers,  of  Hartford ; 
!Mary  Goodwin,  who  died  \oung;  Jonathan.  Jr.; 
Alice  Emma,  who  died  Alarch  15,  1896;  James 
Crosby;  Anna  Cunningliam,  who  died  Xov.  2,  18S2, 
wife  of  Edward  Childs.  of  Lee,  Mass.;  .Martha ; 
and  Rose  Ella,  wife  of  Frank  Tarbox,  of  Flartford. 

^  JARED  BUTLER  STAXDISH  was  born  in 
\\'ethersfield,  Sept.  4,  1866,  a  son  of  James  and 
Jerusha  (Griswold)  Standish.  well-known  citizens 
of  that  place,  who  are  represented  elsewhere. 

'Mr.  Standish  was  educated  in  the  district  schools 
of  the  town,  later  attending  a  private  school  taught 
by  Miss  Sarah  Wocdhouse,  and  completing  his  edu- 
cation in  the  Wethersheld  Academy.  At  the  age  of 
sixteen  he  was  apprenticed  to  A.  .M'lgford,  of  FLart- 
ford,  to  learn  the  art  of  wood-engraving  and  illus- 
trating-. He  has  since  been  in  the  emplov  of  that 
firm  as  a  master  workman  with  the  exception  of  two 
years,  when  he  engaged  in  the  stationery-engraving 
business  on  his  own  account.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  he  returned  to  the  firm,  with  wdiom  he  is  still 
connected,  as  half-tone  copper-plate  finisher,  con- 
tinuing his  former  business  for  some  years. 

At  Bridgewater,  Vt.,  Mr.  Standish  was  married, 
Jan.  30,  1895,  to  Miss  INIartha  Louise  Perkins,  a 
native  of  that  place,  and  a  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Eliza  Mary  (Densmore)  Perkins,  wdio  were  also 
born  in  \"ermont  but  are  now  living  in  Wethers- 
field,  Conn.  By  this  union  one  child,  Eriand  rvlyles, 
was  born,  Oct.  13.  1896.  Mrs.  Standish  and  her 
"husband  attend  the  services  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  and  also  belong  to  Wethersfield 
Grange.  He  is  now  serving  as  first  lieutenant  of 
Troop  A,  Governor's  Horse  Guards.  Politically 
lie  is  quite  liberal  in  his  views.  He  is  domestic  in 
"lus  tastes  and  is  very  fond  of  his  home  and  familv. 
In  i8;)4  Mr.  Standish  erected  a  pleasant  residence 
on  FLartford  avenue,  W^ethersfield,  supplied  with 
modern  improvements,  and  furnished  in  a  tasteful 
mariner. 


;  HOWARD  DA\  ID  GORDOX,  traveling  sales- 
;  man  tor  Gordon  Brothers,  Hazardville.  was  born 
I  in  Enfiekl,  Hartfurtl  county,  Sept.  28,  1870,  a  son 
i  of  Da\  id  and  Fidelia  M.  (  W  oodworth  )  Gordon. 
I  ^  David  Gordon,  his  father,  is  a  member  of  the 
I  firm  of  Gordon  Brothers,  and  one  of  the  luosl 
'  prominent  business  men  of  Hazardville.  He  is  a 
j  native  of  Scotland,  and  when  a  child  of  four  years, 
I  in  1S44,  ^vas  brought  to  America  by  his  parents, 
I  William  and  Jean  Gordon.  William'  Ciordon  was 
I  an  industrious  and  skillful  weaver,  and  for  many 
I  years  were  actively  connected  with  the  woolen  indus- 
;  tries  of  Hazardville.  David  Gordon,  in  his  youth, 
I  acquired  the  tinner's  trade,  and  in  1861,  as  soon 
!  as  he  had  reached  his  majority,  started  with  two 
;  partners  a  small  tinner's  business,  which  grew  into 
I  the  present  large  and  prosperous  trade  of  Gordon 
I  Brothers. 

!  Howard  D.  Gordon,  our  subject,  was  reared  to 
'  manhood  in  the  village  of  Hazardville.  He  was 
graduated  from  the  Connecticut  Literary  Listitute 
'  in  June,  1888,  and  from  Wesleyan  L-niversity,  at 
;  Aliddletown,  Conn.,  in  1892.  Since  that  time,  with 
I  the  exception  of  two  years,  when  he  was  salesman 
!  for  a  Boston  importing  house,  he  has  been  a  travel- 
ing salesman  for  Gordon  Brothers,  of  Hazardville. 
Mr.  Gordon  was  married,  Oct.  2,  1895,  to  Flattie 
j  Gertrude  Kelsey,  of  West  Roxbury,  Mass.  Mr. 
\  Gordon  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  M.  E. 
.  Church  of  Hazardville.  He  is  a  Republican  in  poli- 
;  tics,  and  has  served  one  year  as  a  member  of  the 
■  Enfield  school  board.  Fie  is  a  member  of  the  Beta 
j  Theta  Pi  college  fraternity. 

AXTOXIO  C.  KIXG,  a  well-known  farmer 
and  nfilk  dealer  of  West  Hartford,  is  one  of  the 
]  self-made  men  of  Hartford  county,  his  success  in 
I  life  being  due  to  his  own  industry,  perseverance  and 
'  economy,  and  the  exercise  of  a  naturally  good  judg- 
;  nient,  both  in  regard  to  agricultural  pursuits  and 
:  business  matters. 

Mr.  King  was  born  Oct.  2,  1664,  on  the  Azores 
Islands,  where  his  father,  Antonio  King,  has  spent 
his  entire  life,  and  is  still  engaged  in  farming  there. 
:  Our  subject  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native 
land,  remaining  there  until  fourteen  years  of  age, 
.  when  he  went  to  sea,  and  for  three  years  was  engaged 
in  the  whaling  business.  On  Aug.  7,  1882,  he  landed 
in  X'ew  Bedford,  jNIass.,  and  shortly  afterward 
came  to  West  Hartford,  Conn.,  where  he  found  em- 
ployment with  M.  R.  Brazos.  He  started  for  Cali- 
fornia Feb.  3,  1885,  ^'"''^  spent  the  following  two 
years  in  railroading,  lumbering  and  farming  on  the 
Pacific  coast.  Returning  to  Connecticut  April  0. 
1887,  he  resumed  work  with  Mr.  Brazos,  in  W  est 
Hartford,  and  on  Xov.  i.  1888.  established  a  milk 
route.  In  the  spring  of  1803  he  bought  the  Brazos 
farm,  and  has  since  successtullv  oi)erated  it  on  his 
own  account.  He  was  made  a  voter  in  West  Hart- 
ford in  1S88,  and  has  since  supported  the  Republi- 
!  can  party. 
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In  TlionipsoiiviUc,  Conn.,  June  C.   1889.  Mr. 
King  married  Mrs.  Kate  (McDonaKl  )  O  Toolo,  and  | 
they  ii.i\c  two  children:    I'Vank  C.  born  Ma\  30, 
iSyi  :  and  .Mary  C,  born  April  ^8,   i8,/4.    .Mrs.  > 
King  rirst  married  Charles  O'Tuole.  who  ilied  leav-  | 
ing  two  sons:  Philip,  bcirn  Jan.   13,   1879;  '^''"-^  i 
■Charles,  born  Jnne  25,  ;88o.    In  December,  1S98,  ; 
•both  enlisted  in  Company  L.  ist  Cnited  States  In-  J 
fantry,  for  three  years'  service,  and  at  present  arc 
-located  at  Pinar  Del  Rio,  Cuba. 

.\LLEX  PE-\SE.  .\ny  ambitious  youth  who  ; 
may  read  this  brief  history  of  a  successful  career  \ 
onnot  fail  to  draw  from  it  some  helpful  sugges- 
tion, but  chief  among  them  will  be  the  lesson  of  I 
wise  persistence  in  a  calling,  when  once  chosen.  The  j 
.subject  of  our  sketch,  a  leading  merchant  of  Windsor  ' 
Xocks,  represents  a  fine  type  of  citizenship,  his  en-  ! 
ergy  and  enterprise  having  won  him  a  substantial  ; 
-competence,  while  he  also  takes  a  progressive  stand 
in  matters  of  public  spirit.  I 

Mr.  Pease  conies  of  good  Colonial  stock ;  his 
grandfather,  Israel  Pease,  a  Revolutionary  soldier, 
was  a  native  of  Enfield,  this  county,  and  followed 
agriculture  there.    Wells  Pease,  our  subject's  fa- 
ther, was  born  in  Enfield,  and  was  engaged  in  farm-  j 
ing  there  in  early  manhood,  but  in  i8(S3  he  removed 
to  Poquonock.    As  a  citizen   he    was   much  re- 
-spected,  and  throughout  his  life  he  was  a  stanch 
-adherent  of  the  Democratic  party.    He  was  married. 
An  Enfield,  to  !Miss  Betsey  Pease,  daughter  of  Isaac  i 
Pease,  a  well-known  citizen,  and  their  last  days  I 
were  spent  in  Poquonock,  both  dying  in  1873. 

.-\llen  Pease  was  born  IMarch  22,  1S46,  in  the 
i:own  of  Enfield,  and  received  a  practical  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  the  locality.    At  the  time  of  ; 
the  removal  of  the  family  to  Poquonock  he  was  \ 
-about  efghteen  years  of  age,  and  in  1805  he  began  ! 
his  business  career  as  a  clerk  in  a  general  store,  for  \ 
the  firm  of  Hathaway  &  INIosler.    In  1873,  having  | 
.gained  a  knowledge  of  business  methods,  he  located 
at  Windsor  Locks,  and  engaged  in  the  stove  and  ! 
tinware  business  with  his  brother  .A-lvah.  occupying 
a  small  room  at  his  present  store  building,  corner 
■of  Main  and  Oak  streets.    In  1878  they  purchased 
the  furniture  business  of  C.  W.  Watrous,  which  they 
•continued  in  connection  with  their  former  enterprise, 
and  since  the  death  of  .\lvah  Pease,  in  February, 
1883,  .-Vllen  Pease  has  carried  on  the  store  alone. 
In  1891  he  bought  the  store  building  and  lot,  and  | 
in  1893  built  a  fifty- food  addition  in  the  rear  of  the  1 
.store.    .A.t  present  he  is  using  three  floors,  with  the  | 
exception  of  the  front  room  on  the  second  floor, 
which  is  used  by  the  Wheel  Club.    ^vlr.  Pease  is  in- 
terested in  other  business  enterprises  in  his  town,  in- 
cluding the  electric  light  companv.  the  water  com- 
pany, and  the  bridge  companv.    He  has  been  fre- 
quently chosen  for  office,  liaving  served  four  years 
as  selectman,  two  years  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and 
"twelve  years  as  a  member  of  the  school  board. 

On  ^lay  6,  1S74,  Mr.  Pease  was  married  at  Po- 


quonock to  Miss  Catherine  Smith,  a  native  of  that 
village,  and  they  have  had  five  clever  sons,  wiio  give 
promise  of  rivaling  their  father  in  business  ability : 
Prank  -\.  and  Howard  S.  are  employed  in  the  store; 
Willis  L.  is  connected  with  the  Connecticut  Life 
Insurance  Co.,  at  Hartford;  Nelson  G.  is  a  student 
in  a  bnsiiicss  college  at  Hartford ;  and  Everett  Lin- 
coln is  at  home.  Socially  Air.  Pease  and  his  wife 
are  popular,  and  for  twenty-seven  years  he  has 
been  an  active  member  of  Washington  Lodge,  A. 
F.  &  A.  !M.,  at  Windsor.  He  is  a  leading  worker 
in  the  Congregational  Church  at  Windsor  Locks, 
in  which  he  has  served  as  deacon  for  five  years 
and  committeeman  for  tw^enty  years. 

PETER  RI\'.-\L,  a  skilled  machinist  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Colt  3tlanufacturing  Co.,  of  Hartford, 
and  also  a  tobacco  grower  at  Hockanum.,  Hartford 
county,  is  a  native  of  Rhine  Province,  Germany, 
born  June  20,  1853. 

Frank  Rival,  father  of  Peter,  and  a  native  of  the 
same  province,  served  fifteen  years  in  the  German 
army,  and  afterward  was  collector  of  customs  for 
fifty  years,  when  he  was  pensioned,  and  passed  the 
latter  part  of  his  life  in  retirement.  His  death  took 
place  in  Coblentz  in  1898.  To  his  marriage  with 
.-\nna  Rose  were  born  five  children :  Alatilda,  mar- 
ried to  Matthew  Zimmerman,  a  retired  mechanic, 
living  in  New  Britain,  Conn. ;  ]Mary,  married  to 
John  March,  and  living  in  Germany;  Peter,  our 
subject;  Stisannah,  wife  of  Peter  Rose,  a  farmer  in 
Germany ;  and  .Angelica,  married  to  Peter  Weuhert, 
also  in  Germany. 

Peter  Rival  received  the  usual  German  common- 
school  education,  and  learned  his  trade  of  machin- 
ist at  Killian.  After  serving  three  years  in  the 
army,  he  worked  at  various  places  in  France,  Switz- 
erland and  Germany,  and,  being  an  e:\cellent  me- 
chanic, received  good  wages,  at  the  rate  wages 
were  estimated  in  the  old  country.  In  1881  he 
sailed  from  Hamburg  in  the  '"Weasel,"  and  after  a 
voyage  of  fifteen  days  landed  in  New  York  City, 
whence  he  came  direct  to  New  Britain,  Conn.,  where 
his  sister,  Airs.  Matilde  Zimmerman,  was  living. 
Here  he  worked  in  the  Stanley  shop  for  some 
months,  and  later  in  the  Orlando  works,  until  the 
latter  part  of  1882,  when  he  was  employed  at  Colt's 
factory,  in  Hartford,  and  has  held  his  situation  there 
ever  since,  his  work  being  in  the  "assembling"  room. 
.•\s  he  is  a  skilled  machinist  and  good  "a^ll-round" 
workman,  he  is  frequently  sent  out  to  repair  or  set 
up  work  the  company  has  turned  out,  principally 
printing  presses,  at  regulating  which  he  is  an  adept. 

While  a  resident  of  New  Britain  Mr.  Rival  mar- 
ried. July  15,  1882,  Miss  Mary  Stilz,  who  was  born 
in  Germany  May  8,  1852,  and  came  to  the  United 
States  in  187 1.  The  children  born  to  this  union  are 
six  in  num1)er :  Matthias,  born  April  i,  18S3,  now- 
working  with  his  father  at  Colt's  factory:  Charles, 
born  Jan.  29,  1884,  died  March  9,  1885,  and  is  in- 
terred' at  Hartford;  John,  born  Aug.  27,  1886; 
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IVtor,  June  3,  1SS9:  Frank,  Oct.  31,  1S91  ;  and 
Ann  -Matilda,  .March  9,  1894. 

Mr.  Rival  bought  iris  fann  of  eighteen  acres  in 
Ilockaiuuii  in  October,  1S91,  and  01  this  place  he 
sets  apart  four  acres  tor  the  raising  of  tobacco. 
Jn  politics  he  is  independent  of  parties,  and  votes 
for  the  candidates  best  suited  for  the  ot^ces  to  be 
filled,  as  far  as  his  judgment  points  out.  In  his 
social  relations  he  is  a  member  of  Herman  Lodge, 
Ko.  16,  K.  of  P.;  of  Hartford,  and  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
belonging  to  \e\v  JJruain  Lodge  and  Capital  City 
Kncanipment.  Xo.  7.  The  family  attend  the  German 
Catholic  Church  at  Hartford,  and  are  highly  es- 
teemed both  within  and  without  the  pale  of  the 
church. 

WILLLVM  SHER^LKX  WARD,  one  of  the 
most  progressive  citizens  of  I'lantsville.  and  the 
efficient  superintendent  for  the  hrm  of  H.  D.  Smith 
&  Co.,  at  that  place,  was  born  in  Fairfield,  Conn., 
Jan.  22,  1842,  a  son  of  Benjamin  W.  and  Susan 
(Blakeman)  Ward.  The  father,  a  native  of  eastern 
Connecticut,  left  home  in  July,  1842,  and  was  last 
heard  from  at  Cape  Town,  South  Africa.  His 
children  were  George  and  William  S.  The  paternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Benjamin  \Vard,  of 
eastern  Connecticut,  and  the  maternal  grandfather 
was  Edward  Blakeman,  of  Stratfield,  Fairtield 
Co.,  Conn.,  where  he  followed  the  trade  of  black- 
smith. 

Our  subject  received  a  common-school  education, 
and  in  1858  began  learning  the  machinist's  trade 
in  Bridgeport,  serving  an  apprenticeship  of  three 
and  one-half  years.  In  April,  1861,  he  enlisted  as 
a  musician  in  Company  H,  1st  Conn.  V.  L,  took 
part  in  the  battle  of  Bull  Run ;  and  was  honorably 
discharged  in  July  of  the  same  year.  In  x-\ugust, 
1862,  he  re-enlisted  at  Seymour,  Conn.,  as  a  mu- 
sician in  Company  H,  20th  Conn.  V.  I.,  and  with 
his  command  participated  in  the  battles  of  Chancel- 
lorsville  and  Gettysburg,  later  joining  Gen.  Sher- 
man's army  at  Chattanooga,  marching  with  him  to 
the  sea  and  taking  part  in  all  the  engagements  of 
that  campaign.  ]\Ir.  V\'ard  was  taken  prisoner  at 
Fayetteville,  N.  C,  March  14,  1865,  and  sent  to 
Libby  prison,  where  he  remained  three  weeks.  On 
being  paroled  he  w^as  sent  home,  where  he  arrived 
April  15,  1S65,  but  he  afterward  took  part  in  the 
great  parade  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac  ai  \\  ash- 
ington,  D.  C,  and  was  honorably  discharged  from 
the  service  in  ]May,  1865.  Since  the  war  he  has  been  a 
resident  of  Southington,  with  the  exception  of  five 
years  spent  in  Newark,  N.  J.,  with  H.  M.  Strieby, 
manufacturer  of  carriage  hardware.  He  is  now  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  H.  D.  Smith  &  Co.,  manu- 
facturers of  carriage  hardware  at  Southington,  and 
has  been  superintendent  of  the  factory  since  1883. 
Being  a  practical  machinist,  and  having  a  thorough 
understanding  of  every  department  of  the  business, 
he  has  most  capably  and  satisfactorily  filled  his 
present  responsible  position. 


:        In  April,  1S66,  Mr.  Ward  was  united  in  niar- 
:  riagc  \\iih  Miss  Caroline  E.  Suiitli,  a  daughter  of 
I  James  H.  and  Sarah  (Munger)  Smitii,  of  Lachfiv.ld, 
I  and  to  them  have  been  born  four  children  :  I  jnnui 
;  S.,  now  tile  wife  of  Albert  H.  Botsford  ;  \\')'ili;.in 
I  S. ;  and  Iva  A.,  living;  and  Alice  F.,  who  died  iu 
I  18S0.    Mr.  Ward  is  a  member  of  tlie  Plantsville 
'  Congregational  Churcii,  and  of  Friendship  Lodge, 
i  Xo.  33.  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Triune  Chapter,  No.  40,  R.  A. 
\  M.;  Trumbull  Post,  Xo.  16,  G.  A.  R. ;  and  the 
j  Order  of  United  American  ^^lechanics.    Th.e  Re- 
publican party  finds  in  him  a  stanch  supporter  of  its 
principles,  and  he  is  now  one  of  the  ex-wardens  of 
Southington  borough.    He  has  also  filled  tiic  ot'fice 
of  burgess  for  two  years,  and  is  eminently  public- 
spirited  and  progressive,  as  well  as  a  gcTiial.  cour- 
teous gentleman. 

IIOX.  CHARLES  ABBOTT  THOMPSUX, 
junior  member  of  the  well-known  firm  of  J.  A. 
I'honipson  &  Son,  of  Melrose,  is  an  enterprising 
and  able  business  man,  and  although  his  residence 
is  "over  the  line"  in  the  town  of  Ellington,  Tolland 
county,  his  extensive  interests  here  make  him  prac- 
tically a  citizen  of  Hartford  county.  The  firm,  of 
which  his  father  was  the  founder,  does  a  large 
and  constantiv  increasing  business  in  the  manu- 
facture of  cider,  cider  vinegar  and  apple  jelly,  the 
product  being  shipped  to  all  parts  of  the  L'nited 
States. 

The  Thompson  familv  has  been  identified  with 
the  town  of  Ellington,  Tolland  county,  from  an 
early  date.  Samuel  Thompson,  oiir  subject's  g'"eat- 
great-grandfathcr,  and  a  native  of  that  town,  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  ^McKinney,  who  died  in  1776,  in  her 
ninetieth  year;  he  died  in  1782,  in  his  ninety-first 
year. 

Samuel  Thompson   (2),  the  great-grandfather 
!  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Ellington, 
i  and  died  in  1S15,  in  his  eighty-seventh  year.  He 
I  made  his  home  upon  the  farm  now  occupied  by 
1  our  subject,  which  he  inherited  from  his  father, 
I  wlio  bought  it  in  1741.    fie  married  Eleanor  Mc- 
\  Cra}',  wiio  died  in  1850,  at  the  age  of  ninet_\--fi:)ur. 
j        Samuel  Thompson   (3)   was  married,  in  Xo- 
j  vember,   1809,  to  jMary  Ellsworth,  who  died  in 
;  January,  1868,  aged  seventv-eight  years.    He  died 
j  June  22,  1875,  aged  ninety-three  years. 
I        Hon.  J.  Abbott  Thompson,  our  subject's  fa- 
I  ther,  and  the  head  of  the  firm,  was  born  at  the  old 
[  homestead  April  29,  1828,  and  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  the  town  and  at  the  high  school 
of  Ellington.    For  some  time  he  v.-as  interested  in 
the  manufacture  of  cider,  in  partnership  witli  his 
father,  and  in  1863  he  established  the  present  plant 
at  ^.lelrose,  beginning  on  a  small  scale.   He  is  prom- 
inent in  public  affairs,  having  been  elected  in  1874. 
in  1882,  again  in  1884  as  a  representative  from  the 
j  town  of  Ellington  in  the  State  Legislature.  O'l 
Oct.  20.  1863,  he  married  Miss  Mabel  Clark,  a  na- 
'  tivc  of  Enfield,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Dorothy 
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<^Kinjj;)  Clark,  ami  grandilaiii^htor  of  Capt.  John 
Kiiivj.  of  Kniickl.  this  county.  .Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Tlu'iupsiin  have  throe  children:  Charles  Ahbott ; 
Alice  C,  wile  of  Arthur  11.  Kice.  of  I'ittstield, 
Mass..  who  has  one  son,  \\'illiani  Thunipson;  and 
Fannie  l-'llsworth. 

Charles  A.  Thompson  was  born  Mav  8.  iS6i,  at 
the  old  farm  in  the  town  of  Ellington,  and  after 
comjileting^  a  course  in  the  local  schools  attended 
^\'iili•^ton  Academy,  at  East  Hampton,  ^lass..  where 
he  trraduated  in  i88i.  His  energy  and  sound  judg- 
ment are  recognized  factors  in  the  success  of  the 
firm,  and  he  is  also  president  of  the  Ellington  Build- 
ing &  Loan  Association,  and  treasurer  of  the  local 
<igricultural  society.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1S96  he  was  elected  to  the  Legis- 
lature from  the  town  of  Ellington,  being  a  member 
of  the  house  in  1897  and  1899.  In  Xovember, 
nyoo.  he  was  elected  senator  from  the  24th  district 
•of  Connecticut,  carrying  every  town  in  his  district. 
For  some  years  he  has  been  an  active  worker  in  the 
local  Grange,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  leading  mem- 
bers of  the  Congregational  Church  of  Ellington. 
His  interest  in  educational  progress  led  him  to 
serve  for  live  years  on  the  town  school  board,  and 
since  1896  he  has  been  president  of  the  Ellington 
Library  Association,  while  in  1897  he  was  ap- 
pointed treasurer  of  the  State  Board  of  Agricult- 
\ire.  on  whicli  he  is  still  serving,  and  is  treasurer  of 
the  board. 

On  Dec.  9,  1 886,  Mr.  Thompson  married  ]\Iis3 
Delia  Snow,  of  Ellington,  daughter  of  Otis  and 
JMary  (^Chapman)  Snow,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
•ciren :  Alabel,  born  Dec.  13,  1895;  and  Abbott 
Bradford,  born  Jan.  i,  1898. 

OLIN  SLMEOX  OLMSTED,  a  prominent 
■farmer  of  Enfield,  was  born  on  the  old  Olmsted 
homestead,  where  he  now  resides,  Nov.  22,  1857, 
and  is  a  son  of  Obediah  and  Hannah  (Bartlett) 
-Olmsted,  both  natives  of  Enfield,  a  grandson  of 
-Simeon  and  Abigail  (Collins)  Olmsted,  of  Enfield, 
^nd  a  great-grandson  of  Simeon  and  Roxalana 
(Abbe)  Olmsted,  and  of  Eliphalet  and  Abigail 
(Abbe)  Collins,  all  pioneers  of  Enfield.  To  Simeon 
and  Abigail  (Collins)  Olmsted,  grandparents  of  our 
subject,  were  born  eight  children:  Mary,  Mrs. 
Charles  Kellogg;  Abigail,  ^Mrs.  Aaron  Wood; 
Lathrop ;  Erastus ;  Simeon :  Arnold ;  Miranda, 
Mrs.  Elam  Allen ;  and  Obediah,  the  youngest,  and 
the  father  of  our  subject. 

Obediah  Olmsed  was  born  in  Enfield  July  13, 
1816.  He  married.  Nov.  28,  1839,  Hannah,  daughter 
of  Jonathan  and  Hannah  (King)  Bartlett,  of  Enfield, 
a  granddaughter  of  Jonathan  and  :\Iargaret  (Har- 
per) Bartlett,  and  a  great-granddaughter  of  James 
Harper  of  East  Windsor.  To  Obediah  and  Han- 
nah Olmsted  were  born  three  children :  Lurana  f  L, 
deceased;  Frederick  B.,  deceased;  and  Olin  Simeon. 
Frederick  I',  married  Flora  Sheridan,  of  Thomp- 
sonville,  daughter  of  Timothy  Sheridan,  and  had 


j  three  children,  namely:  Elmer  S.,  }vhibel  and  Fred- 
erick L. 

1  C)lin  Simeon  Olmsted,  our  subject,  was  reared  on 
the  homestead.    He  received  a  good  commou-schuo! 

I  education,  and  completed  his  studies  by  taking  the 
commercial  course  at  Wilbraham  Academy,  Wil- 
braham,  Mass.,  graduating  in  the  class  of  187S. 
Mr.  Olmsted  has  made  farming  his  life  vocatiivn, 
and  he  has  conducted  the  old  h.ome  farm  since  18S4. 
On  Oct.  16,  of  that  year,  he  married  Emma,  daugli- 
ter  of  Mason  W.  and  Louisa  C.  (IMead)  Sharp,  of 
Elmira,  X.  Y.  To  our  subject  and  wife  have  been 
born  four  children :  Ethel  Louise,  Emma  Celia, 
Lyman  Wesley  and  Stella  Pearl.  Air.  and  ■Mrs. 
Olmsted  are  members  of  the  AL  E.  Church.  In 
politics  our  subject  is  a  Republican,  and  he  has 
served  two  terms  as  a  member  of  the  school  board 
of  Enfield. 

CHARLES  FREDERICK  HUTT,  a  thrifty  and 
successful  agriculturist,  residing  at  Addison,  has 
made  his  way  through  his  own  exertions,  seconded 
by  the  help  of  a  devoted  and  industrious  wife. 
Coming  to  America  early  in  life,  without  capital, 
they  endured  manv  hardships  before  success  was 
attained,  but  they  can  now  look  with  satisfaction 
upon  the  result  of  their  labors. 

Mr.  Hutt  was  born  July  17,  1832,  in  Wittenberg, 
Germanv,  a  son  of  Frederick  and  Barbara  (Zeich) 
Hutt,  both  also  natives  of  Wittenberg.  They  died 
there  at  a  good  old  age.  on  the  farm  which  had  been 
cultivated  by  the  father  for  many  years.  This  worthy 
couple  had  two  children :  Katherine,  who  married 
John  Flad,  and  now  resides  near  our  svibject's  home 
in  Addison;  and  Charles  F.,  our  subject. 

As  a  boy  }^Ir.  Hutt  received  a  common-school 
education  in  his  native  town,  and  when  fourteen 
I  years  old  he  began  to  learn  the  miller's  trade  with 
!  C.  Frederick  Kinkely,  of  that  place,  with  whom  he 
remained  four  years,  receiving  nothing  but  his 
board  and  occasional  gifts  of  money  from  his  em- 
ployer, in  recognition  of  his  earnestness  and  in- 
1  dustry.    Later  he  spent  four  years  working  as  a 
j  journeyman  in  various  places,  and  in  1853  he  came 
to  America,  taking  the  sailing-vessel  "Havre,"  at 
Havre.    After  a  voyage  of  thirty-seven  days  he 
landed  in  New  York  without  a  dollar,  a  friend 
loaning  him  the  money  for  his  fare  to  Hartford. 
From  Hartford  he  made  his  way  to  Glastonbury, 
where  his  sister  resided,  and  soon  afterward  he  se- 
cured employment  with  J.  B.  Williams,  on  whose 
premises  he  assisted  in  different  kinds  of  work  for 
about  two  years,  many  of  the  pine  trees  which 
now  beautify  the  place  having  been  set  out  by  h.im. 
For  eight  years  Mr.  Hutt  was  employed  by  David 
Hubbard  in  his  tannery,  and  after  the  plant  passed 
into  the  possession  of  the  late  Isaac  Broadhead  he 
continued  there  with  the  latter  for  some  time.  On 
j  leaving  the  tannery  he  foiuvi  employment  in  the 
I  metal  department  of  a  factory,  at  Naubuc,  at  fifty 
'  cents  a  day,  and  during  the  two  years  that  he  spent 
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ill  this  work  lie  walked  a  mile  and  a  half,  night  and 
morning',  sometimes  through  snow  drifts  four  feet 
high.  I'ay-days  came  three  months  apart,  and  once 
he  liad  to  wait  six  months  for  his  wages,  and  as 
tlour  was  eighteen  dollars  a  barrel  in  those  days 
he  had  to  use  close  economy  to  get  along  at  a!!. 
In  the  meantime  he  had  purchased  (^in  April,  iS'.o) 
a  part  of  an  acre  of  land  from  Guy  Sampson,  with 
a  small  one-room  slianty  upon  it.  Here  he  and  his 
good  wife  began  farming  in  a  small  way  :  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  he  would  return  from  his  day's  work  in 
some  factory  to  toil  on  until  dark  on  his  little 
homestead,  and  rise  early  to  secure  a  few  precious 
hours  in  the  morning.  He  built  his  present  resi- 
dence and  farm  buildings,  and  enlarged  tlie  place  by 
purchasing  other  tracts  from  time  to  time.  Mr. 
Hnti's  farm  is  now  in  an  excellent  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, and  he  gives  especial  attention  to  raising  to- 
bacco, potatoes,  corn  and  rye.  Politically  he  is  a 
stanch  Democrat,  and  with  his  family  attends  the 
Congregational  Church  at  Glastonbury^  although  he 
and  his  wife  are  both  Lutherans,  having  been  con- 
firmed in  Germany  in  their  youth. 

In  1853  Air.  Hutt  was  married  in  Glastonbury, 
by  Rev.  IMr.  Smith,  to  Miss  Fredericka  Welsh,  who 
was  born  in  Wittenberg,  Germany,  Sept.  20,  1833. 
They  were  friends  in  childhood  and  came  to  Amer- 
ica on  the  same  vessel,  and  during  his  days  of  dis- 
cotiragement  and  poverty  she  was  a  most  efficient 
helper,  working  on  their  little  farm  whenever  she 
could  spare  the  time  from  the  care  of  the  house  and 
children.  Of  their  six  children:  (i)  John  G.,  who 
died  in  1892,  was  a  trusted  and  valued  employe  of 
Cheney  Bros.'  silk  mill  for  twenty  years.  He  mar- 
ried Julia  Balch,  of  Alanchester,  and  had  three  chil- 
dren, Herbert  S. ;  Florence  Alay,  who  died  in  1895  ; 
and  Julia  M.,  who  died  in  1894.  {2)  Charles  Fred- 
erick, Jr.,  married  Flenrietta  S.  INIoser,  of  Glaston- 
bury, where  he  now  resides.  They  have  one  son, 
Charles  F.  C.  (3)  Miss  Emelia  F.,  a  refined  and 
cultured  lady,  is  at  home.  (4 }  Albert  W.,  a  butcher 
in  Hartford,  married  ^Nlary  Fagan,  of  that  city,  and 
has  four  children,  Albert,  Ernest,  Howard  and 
Grace.  (5;  Paulena  C.  married  Edmund  S.  Hor- 
ton,  of  Glastonbury,  and  resides  in  Saranac  Lake, 
N.  Y.  They  have  had  three  children.  Milton  S., 
who  died  in  1891  ;  IMildred  and  Edmund.  (6j 
Bertha  R.  married  Edward  H.  Gaines,  of  Glaston- 
bury, and  resides  in  Hartford.  They  have  one 
son,  Milton  T. 

EARL  COOLEY,  a  leading  and  representative 
farmer  of  Berlin,  who  takes  a  very  prominent  and 
active  part  in  agricultural  affairs,  was  born  in  ]\Iid- 
dletown,  this  State,  Sept.  19,  1851.  He  is  a  de- 
scendant of  Earl  Cooley,  who  came  to  America  from 
Denmark,  whither  he  had  gone  from  England  on 
account  of  the  persecution  that  he  and  others  were 
compelled  to  undergo  on  account  of  their  religious 
belief.  He  held  the  title  of  Earl  in  England,  and 
upon  his  arrival  in  this  country  was  known  as  such. 


The  '"Blue  Book"  of  England  states  that  the  Coolov 
'  family  was  a  very  influential  and  a  very  woalthy 
one. 

Earl  Cooley.  the  son  of  the  founder  of  the  fam- 
ily in  America,  was  born  in  Springfield,  Mass.,  aiul 
hucame  a  prominent  citizen  of  that  place,  where  he- 
owned  Considerable  property,  including  the  ground 
on  which  '"Cooley's  Hotel,"  the  "Massasoit  House" 
and  the  Springfield  Armory  now  stand.  He  served 
as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  partici- 
pated in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  while  two  of  his 
brothers  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Concord  and 
Lexington,  and  another  was  with  Arnold  and  Allen 
'  when  Fort  Ticonderoga  was  stormed.  He  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Stebbins,  of  Westfield,  Alassachusetts. 

Earl  Cooley,  the  son  of  Earl  (2  ),  and  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  was  born   in  Springfield, 
ALiss..  in  1784.    In  early  life  he  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  later  learning  the  trade  of  gun- 
I  smith.    At  the  age  of  twenty  years  he  removed  to 
!  Middletown,  Conn.,  where  he  found  employment 
in  the  factory  of  Capt.  Oliver  Bidwell,  who  manu- 
{  factured  nre  arms  for  the  L-nited  States  govern- 
ment.   Later  he  was  employed  by  the  firm  of  R.  & 
D.  Johnson,  who  were  also  government  contractors. 
He  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  181 2,  and  served 
:  with  the  rank  of  sergeant.    In  political  affairs  he 
was  very  prominent,  was  a  member  of  the  State 
i  Legislature  from  ^Middletown  in  1S48,  and  held 
\  various  town  offices.      His  stipport  was  always- 
'  given  to  the  men  and  meastires  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  he  was  a  leading  and  influential  member 
of  the  i^Iethodist  Episcopal  Church.    He  died  about 
1871,  and  was  buried  in  Middletown.   He  married 
i  Rhoda  Graves,  of  East  Haddam,  a  daughter  of  Rev. 
'  Benjamin  Graves,  of  that  place,  and  to  them  were 
.  born  nine  children,  of  whom  three  are  still  living: 
Benjamin  Graves.  father  of  our  subject:  Airs.  Mar- 
tha W^  Allin,  of  Aliddletown ;  and  Mrs.  Emnia  J. 
:  Ives,  of  Cromwell,  Connecticut. 

Benjamin  Graves  Cooley  was  born  in  Aliddle- 
town  Nov.  9,  1818,  and  acquired  his  education  in 
the  common  schools  and  the  Middletown  Academy. 
He  began  his  business  career  as  a  clerk,  and  later 
;  learned  the  bookbinder's  trade  with  E.  Hunt,  in 
Middletown,  who  also  ran  a  book  and  stationery 
store.    Subsequently  he  clerked  in  the  dry-giiods 
j  store  of  John  Wing,  in  Flartford,  and  later  v/as 
i  w'ith  T.  R.  &  L.  Case,  as  clerk  in  their  dry-gootls 
store.    He  then  went  to  Amherst,  Alass.,  as  clerk 
for  James  Morris  &  Co..  and  had  charge  of  the  dry- 
j  goods  department  of  their  store  until  his  return 
I  to  Middletown,  where  he  worked  on  the  farm  with 
j  his  father  for  about  three  years.    At  the  end  of 
that  time,  about  1848,  he  entered  the  dry-goods 
'  store  of  Norman  Smith,  as  clerk,  and  at  the  end 
i  of  two  years  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Smith 
&  Cooley,  which  partnership  existed  for  about  si.x 
;  years.    Selling  out  his  interests,  Air   Cooley  then 
purchased  a  farm  in  Westfield,  Conn.,  which  he  op- 
erated for  three  years,  but  at  the  end  of  that  time 
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ho  rcturiK-J  to  .Mi'liUctown,  whore  ho  oiiyii^od  in 
the  gruoery  hu^lness.  for  two  years,  lie  was  the 
original  invonloi'  ot,  and  took  ont  the  patent  for.  the 
making  of  rul>lior  helung.  but  later  sold  the  same  to 
the  Ru^sel  .Maniifaotnring  (."onipany,  k\  M id.dL'town. 
He  then  puroha-ed  annihor  farm  in  W  esttield.  upon 
which  lie  lived  live  years,  hut  in  i8(j4  he  returned  to 
^liddlctown,  and  engaged  in  farming  there  lor  a 
sliort  time.  He  next  purchased  the  Risley  farm 
of  140  acres  in  Berlin,  on  the  Meriden  road,  and 
has  since  given  his  time  and  attention  to  tobacco 
raising  and  market  gardening,  planting  two  or  three 
acres  of  his  land  in  tobacco  until  18S1,  when  he 
stopped  raiding  it.  While  a  resident  of  Middle- 
town  he  took  an  active  part  in  political  affairs,  and 
was  also  prominent  in  military  matters,  serving  for 
several  years  as  captain  of  the  4th  Company,  6th 
Regiment,  Connecticut  Infantry.  In  February. 
1850,  Mr.  Cooley  married  ^^liss  Elizabeth  Clark 
Rust,  of  Middletown,  a  daughter  of  Spencer  Rust, 
and  to  them  were  born  two  children,  of  whom  our 
subject  is  the  elder.  Frederick,  born  Sept.  18, 
1853,  marrieil  Thankful  Tryon,  of  }^Iiddlotown.  and 
is  engaged  in  farming  m  ^larlboro.  The  father 
was  again  married,  2viarch  29,  1871,  his  second 
union  being  with  Jane  F.  Gridley,  of  Southington, 
a  daughter  of  George  Gridley.  She  died  May  i, 
1879,  and  was  buried  in  Southington. 

Reared  in  IMiddletown.  Earl  Coolev  acquired  his 
early  education  in  its  common  schools,  and  later 
attended  the  IMiddletown  Intitute,  which  is  a  pre- 
paratory school  to  the  W'esleyan  University.  After 
leaving  school  he  came  to  Berlin,  in  April,  18O9, 
and  has  since  devoted  his  energies  to  agricultural 
pursuits  with  most  gratifying  success,  outdoor  pur- 
uits  being  more  beneficial  to  liis  health.  He  was 
one  of  the  originators  of  tlie  Berlin  Board  of  Trade, 
and  is  at  present  treasurer  of  the  same. 

Air.  Cooley  makes  his  home  with  his  father. 
Both  were  formerlv  Democrats  in  political  senti- 
ment, but  in  1896  voted  for  William  ^IcKinley,  and 
now  support  the  Republican  party.  Our  subject 
has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of  relief  and  regis- 
trar of  electors,  and  in  1898  was  elected  grand 
juror,  which  position  he  is  now  filling.  In  1892  he 
was  the  Democratic  candidate  for  State  senator  from 
the  Second  Senatorial  District,  which  has  always 
been  strongly  Republican,  and  the  fact  that  he  ran 
far  ahead  of  his  ticket,  receiving  3,000  votes,  while 
his  opponent,  Marcus  H.  Holcomb,  received  3,541, 
plainly  indicates  his  popularitv  throughout  the 
county  and  district.  In  1895  he  was  elected  select- 
man on  the  same  ticket,  and  most  creditably  filled 
that  office  one  year.  He  has  always  been  very 
prominent  in  all  town  affairs,  and  has  taken  an  ac- 
tive interest  in  improvements  in  Berlin.  In  early 
life  Mr.  Cooley  was  an  Episcopalian,  and  was  in- 
strumental in  founding  Christ's  Church,  South 
Farm,  Middletown,  of  which  he  was  librarian.  He 
is  now  an  active  and  prominent  member  of  the 
Second  Congregational  Church  of  Berlin,  and  is 


'  also  a  niombor  of  the  Christian  Endeavor  Societv, 
I  of  which  he  was  president  in  1895. 

-Mr.  Cooley  was  chairman  of  the  executive  com- 
!  mittee  of  the  liorliu  Agricultural  Society  lor  inne 

consocuiive  vears,  from  1886  to  1S95,  resigning  that 
;  position  in  the  latter  year,  but  in  1S89  he  was  re- 
I  elected.  He  was  also  su.perin.tendent  of  the  agri- 
;  cultural  department  of  the  Connecticut  Slate  Fair 
j  and  the  Grange  exhibit  for  two  years.  He  and  his 
!  father  were  charter  members  of  Berlin  Grange,  Xo. 
:  24,  of  Berlin,  and  he  was  also  one  of  th.e  charter 
•  members  of  the  Connecticut  Pomological  Society. 
!  He  was  elected  first  master  of  the  Grange,  which 
I  position  he  held  for  three  years,  and  also  assisted  in 
I  organizing  the  Connecticut  State  Grange  at  South 
i  Glastonbtirv,  lune  20,  188^,  at  which  time  he  was 

made  steward  and  a  memljor  ot  the  executive  com- 
j  mittee.  Later,  in  1886,  he  was  appointed  do'puty 
i  for  Plartford  county  by  the  State  master.  J.  H.  Hale. 

and  has  ever  born  an  active  and  infiuential  part  in 

Grange  work  throughout  the  State.  In  'Ms.} ,  1900. 
I  Mr.  Cooley  received  the  appointment  from  the 
1  census  office  as  one  of  the  two  enumerators  of  the 
I  twelfth  census  of  the  I'nited  States  for  the  town 
1  of  Berlin,  which  work  he  performed  with  entire 

success. 

I  AIRS.  LUCY  M.  MORTON,  a  greatly-re- 
I  spected  resident  of  the  town  of  East  Windsor,  was 
I  born  in  MiddlefieUl,  Aliddlesex  Co.,  Conn.,  Aug. 
j  29,  1834,  a'daugluer  of  Marvin  and  -Mary  1  Hayes  ) 
!  Fuller,  and  received  a  sound  district-school  edu- 
cation. 

!        \\  hile  still  a  girl  Mrs.  Morton  was  taken  by  her 
j  parents  to  Xew  Jersev.  and  later  to  Summit  coun- 
'  ty,  Ohio,  but  in  a  short  time  she  returned  to  Con- 
I  iiecticut,  and  in  this  State  was  married.  Doc.  26, 
j  1852.  to  Aurelius  B.  Barber,  who  was  l)oru  June 
I  5.  1831,  in  the  he  use  in  \\  hich  }\Irs.  ?\Iorton  now 
i  lives,  and  in  which  he  passed  his  entire  life.  He 
was  a  thoroughly  practical  farmer  and  a  prosperous 
one,  and  enjoyed  the  respect  of  the  surrounding 
community.    In  politics  he  was  a  \\'hig.  and  in  re- 
:  ligion  a  Methodist,  in  which  faith  he  passed  away 
I  Oct.  5,  1866,  leaving  to  mourn  him  his  widow  and 
I  two  children,  to-wit:  Ella  Lavonne,  born  X'ov.  25, 
j  1S55,    is    married    to  H.         Hamilton,  of  East 
I  \\"indsor,  and  is  the  mother  of  one  child.  Howard 
i  Leslie.    Herbert  Eli,  born  April  i,  1865,  is  a  wheel- 
wright by  trade;  he  is  unmarried,  and.  although 
I  he  lost  his  right  leg  when  eighteen  years  of  age 
;  by  the  accidental  discharge  of  a  gun,  he  is  able. 

with  the  aid  of  an  artificial  limb,  to  manage  his. 
i  mother's  farm. 

',  On  Nov.  13,  1871.  Airs.  Barber  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Samuel  Morton,  a  native  of  Wind- 
1  sorville,  and  a  farmer,  and  tv.-o  children  also  came 
j  to  this  union:  Lucy  Mabel,  who  was  born  Nov.  i, 
I  1873,  and  died  March  20,  1875:  and  Ruthoif.'rd 
'  E.,  who  was  bi^rn  .Sept.  20,  1876.  and  i>  nnw  ;U- 
'  tending  the  Hartford  Business  College.    Mr.  .\li>r- 
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ton  was  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  was  a  }kIetIiou- 
ist  in  religion,  tie  died  April  21,  i8yi,  his  re- 
mains being-  interred,  as  were  those  of  Mr.  Barber, 
in  the  W  indsor ville  cemetery. 

Mrs.  Morten,  I>y  an  acci.leiit  and  re-^ultant  sick- 
ncs>,  has  had  her  hearing  consideral)lv  iinjiaired. 
She  is  a  most  pleasant  lady,  is  genial  in  disposi- 
tion, and  is  beloved  by  all  who  know  her. 

CHKLSE.V  CRAXDAI.L  MXTOX.  If  Con- 
necticut has  fame  it  is  mainly  for  her  industrial 
activity  and  supremacy.  Generations  ago  her  sons 
turned  from  agriculture  to  the  making  of  goods  for 
her  neighbors,  and  the  transition  still  continues.  ' 
In  the  history  of  South  Windsor,  famous  now  for 
her  cultivation  of  tobacco  and  other  plants,  an  in- 
dividual  has  seized  an  opportunity  and  converted 
into  a  modern  and  thriving  business  a  primitive  in-  i 
dustry,  around  which  cluster  memories  of  two  cent- 
uries, but  which  enjoyed  but  mdifferent  success 
until  modern  energy  and  methods  awoke  its  dormant 
possibilities.  { 

The  town  mill  of  South  Windsor,  tradition  says, 
was  first  erected  in  1734,  as  a  sawmill,  and  was 
then  the  first  of  its  kind  on  the  east  side  of  the  Con- 
/jecticut  river,  between  Springfield  and  r^Iiddletown. 
For  six  generations  it  performed  an  important  func- 
tion in  the  life  of  this  and  neighboring  comnui- 
nities,  sawing  lumlier  and  grinding  grain,  but  in 
1868  it  was  scarcely  more  than  a  niemorv.  Oc- 
casionally a  farmer  brought  to  the  mill  a  load  of  : 
corn  or  rye  and  himself  set  the  wheel  till  the  creak-  \ 
ing  machinery  had  converted  his  grain  into  meal. 
The  mill  had  run  dov.-n  and  degenerated  into  an  ; 
almost  ruinous  condition.    It  was  then  tliat  Chelsea  1 
C.  \'inton,  with  others,  purchased  the  privilege  ' 
and  placed  modern  machinerv  into  it,  and  converted  i 
it  into  a  thing  of  power  and  profit.  I 

Mr.  \'inton  was  born  in  the  town  of  South  ; 
Windsor,  Hartford  count}-,  June  19.  1826.  son  of 
V/illiam  and  Esther  (  Crandall )  \'inton.    The  fam- 
ily is  of  early  Colonial  history  and  of  Huguenot  ! 
extraction.    Religious  persecution  had  driven  many  | 
early  Protestants  from    France  to    England,  and  ; 
among  the  Puritans  tliev  found  sympathy  and  aid. 
John  \^inton  was  one  of  the  religious  refugees  who  > 
early  in  the  seventeenth  century  sought  liberty  of  1 
belief  in  the  Colony  of  [Massachusetts  Bay.    Our  : 
subject  is  of  the  seventh  generation  in  descent  from 
that  ancestor,  the  line  consisting  of   (i)   John;  \ 
(2)  John,  of  Woburn :  (3)  Samuel;  (4)  David;  I 
(5)  Seth:  (6)  ^^'illiam  :  and  (7)  Chelsea  C.  I 

Seth  \'inton,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  i 
was  the  father  of  twelve  children.    To  \\'ill!am  and 
Esther  (Crandall)  \'"inton,  parents  of  our  subject,  ; 
were  born  eight  children,  as  follows:     William,  | 
who  was  a  farmer  of  South  Windsor,  died  in  1896;  | 
Seth  is  mcnti(jned  elsewliere  ;  Ch.elsca  is  the  third; 
Sanuu-1  served  gallantlv  as  a  soldier  in  the  Civil 
war  for  nearly  three  years,  was  twice  wounded  in 
battle,  and  died  in  hospital  from  his  injuries;  Esth.er  ' 


E.  married  Horatio  Little,  of  Cohnnbia,  Ci.>nn.. ; 
Clarissa  became  the  w  ife  of  Levi  WilsiMi,  of  Mans- 
fielii,  and  is  deceased;  ?\lary  C.  married  Henry  .\. 
Page,  of  South  W'iridsor,  and  is  also  deceased  ;  and 
John  Randolph,  who  w-as  al.-o  a  soldier  in  the  Civil 
war,  was  Nvoin;de<!  at  the  battle  of  Janies  L^^land, 
and  died -in  hospital. 

Chelsea  C.  \  inton  was  educated  in  his  early 
boyhood  at  the  old  Seventh  District  school,  trudg- 
ing faithfully  to  its  portals,  a  distance  of  two  miles 
from  home,  through  the  snows  of  winter  or  the 
l;eat  of  summer.  At  the  early  age  of  eleven  }-ears 
lie  started  out  for  himself  in  the  battle  of  life,  hiring 
out  by  the  month  to  work  on  neighboring  farms, 
though  he  remained  w-ith  his  father  until  nineteen 
years  of  age.  At  that  time  the  farmers  of  Hartfurd 
county  were  employed  to  a  three-fold  greater  de- 
gree than  now  in  the  raising  of  grain.  In  1843, 
the  best  of  ]Mr.  \'inton's  recollection,  tobacco  began 
to  assume  prominence  as  a  paying  crop  in  South 
Windsor.  ]n  those  early  years  it  was  often  raised 
as  a  second  crop,  after  peas. 

W  hen  he  attained  his  majorit)-  Mr.  ^'inton  en- 
tered the  mill  of  the  New  England  Co.,  at  Rock- 
ville.  to  learn  the  trade  of  wool  sorting.  He  re- 
mained with  that  company  for  twelve  years,  and 
was  then  employed  six  years  continuously  at  the 
Hockanum  Alills,  except  for  a  six-months  interval, 
which  he  spent  in  the  front  as  a  member  of  the 
"Fighting  Fourteenth."  Mr.  X'inton  enlisted,  in 
July,  1862.  in  Con-ipany  D,  14th  Conn.  \'.  L,  a-id 
w-as  comniissioned  a  second  lieutenant.  The  regi- 
ment was  a  part  of  Gen.  E.  \".  Sumner's  Second 
Army  Corps,  later  commanded  by  Gen.  Llancock. 
-Mr.  Vinton  was  with  Gen.  ]\IcClellan  at  the  battle 
of  Antietam,  and  with  Burnside  at  the  fierce  en- 
gagement at  Fredericksburg.  Lie  was  discharged 
for  disability  in  December,  1862. 

After  leaving  the  service  ^Ir.  A  inton  continued 
in  his  employ  tintil  1868,  when  he  came  to  the 
Rockwell  mill  on  Podunk  brook,  at  Pleasant  \'a!- 
ley,  at  once  making  extensive  repairs  and  operating 
the  mill.  In  the  spring  of  1869  he  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  IMaynard.  Gardner  &  Mntim, 
buyers  and  dealers  in  wool  at  Talcottville,  which 
partnership  continued  about  a  year  and  a  half. 
During  the  freshet  of  the  fall  of  1869  a  part  of  his 
mill  at  Pleasant  \'alley  was  carried  away  by  the 
flood,  but  was  immediately  rebuilt,  and  th.ey  had 
their  sawmill  in  operation  in  four  w-eeks.  from  that 
time  doing  an  increasing  business. 

In  politics  Mr.  \4nton  is  a  Republican,  and  his 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  party  has  led  him  to 
give  time  and  influence  to  its  local  success.  In  1875 
he  was  elected  a  representative  to  the  State  Legis- 
lature, and  has  filled  various  local  offices.  I'or 
twenty-one  years  he  has  acted  as  town  clerk  and 
town  treasurer,  and  he  has  been  school  committee- 
n-.an  for  District  Xo.  5  and  acting  school  visitor. 
Mr.  \'inton  has  also  been  actively  interested  in 
church  work,  being  a  member  of  th.e  Second  Con- 
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grcgational  Cluu  v  h  and  of  the  Second  Ecclesiastical 
Society.  l"or  nuuiv  years  he  has  heen  superintend- 
■cnt  of  tlic  Sunthiy-school  of  that  chnrch. 

,  Mr.  X'iiiton  was  married,  in  1850,  to  Miss  I-'ideha 
Looniis.  daughter  of  Sanmel  Looniis,  of  Coventry, 
Tolland  Co.,  Conn.,  and  to  this  r.nion  two  children 
were  bi>rn:  I.illiau  A.,  now  -Mrs.  C.  ^l.  Bcnja- 
xnin.  of  South  Windsor;  and  11.  Wilbur.  ?\lrs. 
Vinton  died  in  1859,  ^'i"-'  1802  he  married  Miss 
JEvcline  Johnson,  of  Rockville.  The  four  children 
Jjorn  to  this  marriage  are  Mabel.  Eva  Roselle  (now 
Mrs.  Frederick  11.  Aver\ ,  of  South  W  indsor  ),  Cora 
•C.  and  Louis  E.  In  his  business  at'fairs  Mr.  \"in- 
4;on  has  been  eminently  successful,  and  by  his  pub- 
lic spirit  and  the  services  which  he  has  ever  been 
.ready  to  generously  contribute  10  the  general  good 
he  has  impressed  his  personality  deeply  upon  the 
life  and  progress  of  the  town. 

CLAREXXE  S.  FORBES,  a  respected  voung 
farmer  and  tobacco-grower  on  Brewer  street,  in 
that  part  of  the  town  of  East  Hartford  known  as 
Hockanum,  descends  from  good  old  Connecticut 
families,  paternally  and  maternallv. 

Anson  Forbes,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  mar- 
ried Lucy  Porter,  and  to  th.eir  union  were  born 
-  four  children:  Stephen,  father  of  our  subject;  El- 
lery  S.,  of  Willow  Brook;  Emerline;  anel  Esther, 
who  was  married  to  the  late  Deacon  Franklin 
■Brewer,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere. 

Stephen  Forbes  was  born  May  26,  1833,  in  the 
house  now  occupied  by  EUery  S.  Forbes,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  district  schools,  and  later  at  the  East 
Hartford  Academv,  under  Prof.  J.  O.  Flurlburt. 
After  leaving  school  he  was  employed  bv  a  ^Ir. 
Goodwin  as  clerk  in  a  shoe  store  at  Hartford,  but 
after  a  sliort  time  quit  the  store  and  learned  the 
■boot-making  trade  in  a  shop  on  his  father's  farm. 
At  the 'beginning  of  the  Civil  war  he  was  employed 
-in  Colt's  Armory  at  Hartford,  but  after  the  de- 
struction of  that  factory  by  lire  he  worked  at  his 
trade  as  a  bootmaker  until  18' 7,  then  came  to 
Brewer  Street,  Hockanum,  and  began  farming. 
In  1867  he  bought  a  tract  of  twenty  acres  from 
"George  Walley,  which  he  cultivated  until  his  death, 
on  'May  6,  1889.  He  had  married,  ?^lay  26.  1858, 
Miss  Sarah  A.  Wadsworth,  a  native  of  Hockanum, 
"born  April  2,  1836.  and  a  daughter  of  Solomon 
and  Sarah  (Dow)  Wadsworth,  anrl  next  to  the 
youngest  of  four  children,  Rufus.  Stanley,  Sarah 
A.  and  Urania.  To  Stephen  and  Sarah  A.  Forbes 
■came  three  children:  Clarence  S.,  born  Sept.  4, 
i860;  Emma  U.,  born  Aug.  24,  1862,  who  was  ed- 
ucated in  Glastonbury  Academy,  and  was  married 
to  Frank  Hollister,  of  East  Hartford  ;  Idla  L..  born 
July  22,  1867,  who  was  edticated  in  the  Hartford 
Public  Fligh  School,  was  married  to  De  Forest 
Blinn,  and  is  also  living  in  East  Hartford. 

Clarence  S.  h'orbes  was  born  in  the  house  in 
East  Hartford  that  stood  where  Mrs.  ITanklin 
Brewer  now  lives,  and  was  eight  \ears  of  age  when 


!  brought  to  his  present  home.  He  attended  school 
j  until  eighteen  years  of  age,  since  when  he  has 
j  lived  on  his  farm,  on  which  were  erected  his  pres- 
;  ent  dwelling  in  18S8  Iiy  his  father,  and  substantial 
j  barns  and  other  outbuildings. 

j       Mr.  h'orbes  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
j  Church,  an  earnest  worker  in  the  society,  and  also 
■  contributes  his  full  share  to  the  church  expenses. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  but  lias  never  been 
an  ofilice  seeker,  preferring  to  devote  his  energies 
to  the  cultivation  of  his  farm,  wiiich  is  yielding 
I  him  a  sure  and  comfortable  income.    He  is  tiliallv 
I  caring  for  his  venerable  mother,  who  is  passing  her 
I  declining  years  with  Itim  and  keeping  his  house 
•  for  him,  as  he  has  never  married. 

ENOCH  WATSOX  PELTON,  one  of  th.e 
honored  and  prosperous  old  residents  of  South 
Windsor,  and  the  owner  of  300  acres  of  land  which 
for  many  years  he  has  successfully  tilled,  was  born 
in  the  town  of  East  Windsor  (now  South  Windsor), 
Feb.  7,  1813,  son  of  James  and  Sophia  (Gaylord) 
Pelton. 

]Mr.  Pelton's  father,  who  was  also  a  native  of 
East  Windsor,  followed  brickmaking  and  farming 
through  life.    He  was  married  three  times,  first  to 
Clarissa  Watson,  by  whom  he  had  one  daughter, 
Clarissa.    By  his  second  marriage,  to  Sophia  Gay- 
lord,  he  had  five  children :  Enoch  Watson,  Harriet 
j  Frances,  Henrv  Thompson,  James  Bennett,  and 
[  [Martha  Sophia.    liis  third  marriage,  to  Elizabeth 
:  Wolcott,  daughter  of  Ephraim  Wolcott,  of  Con- 
necticut, was  blessed  with  two  children :  James  Ben- 
nett and  Charles  Nathan. 

Enoch  W.  Pelton  remained  with  his  father  until 
i  he  reached  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  when  he  be- 
!  gan  life  for  himself.    In  1833.  at  the  age  of  twentv- 
two,  he  left  Connecticut   for   Pennsylvania,  and 
spent  the  next  four  years  of  his  life  in  tliat  State 
'  with  jMilford  as  the  initial  point  of  his  residence, 
j  remaining  there  several  months.    In  Pennsylvania 
j  he  followed  the  business  of  raising  broom  corn  and 
i  making  brooms.    Froiri  that  State  he  traveled  to 
Kentucky,  where  he  remained  a  short  time,  then 
proceeding  to  Illinois  spent  the  summer  traveling 
in  that  State,  paying  taxes  on  military  land  for  an 
acquaintance.    Returning  to  \\'ilkes  Barre,  Penn., 
he  remained  there  for  a  time,  came  back  and  soon 
!  went  South,  again  spending  two  years  in  Tennes- 
;  see.    He  also  spent  two  years  in  Georgia  before 
I  returning  to  Connecticut,  where  he  began  raising 
I  broom  corn,  tobacco  and  other  products.    He  first 
!  purchased  108  acres  of  land,  and  added  to  this 
;  froui  tiiiie  to  time  until    his    landed  possessions 
;  reached  300  acres.    A  j-^art  of  the  farm  he  novv^ 
I  occupies  is  known  as  the  old  Gov.  Wolcott  home- 
i  stead,  having  formerlv  been  owned  and  occupied 
I  by  Gov.  Wolcott. 

j       Mr.  Pelton  was  married,  in  April,  1856,  to  !Miss 
Harriet  E.  King,  daughter  of  Roderick  King,  and 
'  to  our  subject  and  wife  have  been,  born  four  chil- 
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drcn  :  llayard,  li"rn  A!)ril  15.  1858,  w  ho  (lied  April 
7,  1880;  Elizalicth,  who  t\ir  si_in;c  ninnths  was  en- 
gaged in  teaching,  but  who  rehncjuished  tnat  pro- 
fession on  aecouni  of  her  mother's  ill  health;  Roder- 
ick K.,  who  is  row  at  home;  and  Oliver  Xeuherry, 
who  has  charge  of  the  h.ome  farm.  'J"he  naither, 
who  was  born  Aug.  b.  i8_'o.  tlied  Oct.  13.  1897. 

In  politics  Mr.  i'elton  is  a  Jvepublican.  He 
now  lives,  in  the  afternoon  of  his  life,  in  his  pleas- 
ant h.ome,  located  about  seven  miles  from  Hartford, 
enjoying-  the  requital  of  his  many  years  of  faithful 
and  well-directed  etlort. 

FRANCIS  TAYLOR,  of  South  Glastonbury, 
is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  highly-respected  citi- 
zens of  that  locality.  Born  in  the  village  Nov.  2, 
1814,  he  has  passed  much  of  his  life  there,  taking 
an  interest  in  business,  social,  religious  and  polit- 
ical affairs,  and  his  reminiscences  of  the  past  are 
both  instructive  and  entertaining,  lie  is  well  pre- 
served for  one  of  his  age,  his  memory  being  re- 
markable, wdiile  his  genial  disposition  has  kept  him 
young  at  heart,  notwithstanding  the  lapse  of  years. 

Mr.  Taylor  is  a  son  of  Samuel  Taylor,  who 
was  born  in  England  in  1777,  and  came  to  America 
in  early  manhood  with  his  brother  Joseph  and  an 
uncle'  Benjamin,  their  voyage  in  a  sailing  vessel 
being  long  and  tedious.  They  landed  at  Xew  York 
in  1794,  and  he  went  to  East  Haddam,  Conn.,  and 
learned  the  sailmaker's  trade,  later  locating  in  South 
Glastonbury,  where  he  passed  the  rest  of  his  life 
Avith  the  exception  of  three  years,  from'  1816  to 
1819,  when  he  resided  in  Hartfor<j.  At  that  time 
many  vessels  were  built  in  South  Glastonbury,  and 
Mr.  Taylor  carried  on  the  business  of  sailmaking 
in  Hartford  for  about  forty  years.  Before  his  re- 
moval to  Hartford  he  built  the  house  now  occupied 
by  Miss  Mary  Dayton,  in  which  our  subject  was 
born,  but  on  his  return  he  purchased  the  '"Gilder 
place,"  where  Watson  Kinne  now  resides.  He  died 
in  December,  1857,  and  was  buried  in  South  Glas- 
tonbury. ^Ir.  Taylor  was  a  most  ardent  Episco- 
palian, and  "read  service"  several  times  in  the 
church  in  South  Glastonbury,  of  which  ]vj  was 
senior  warden  many  years.  His  portrait  now  liangs 
in  the  church.  He  was  a  verv  bright  man,  being 
quite  successful  in  business,  and  would  have  ac- 
cumulated more  but  for  his  great  generosity.  He 
never  aspired  to  office,  but  did  a  citizen's  daty  by 
casting  his  vote  regularly,  first  for  the  Whig  and 
later  for  the  Republican  ticket.  Sanuiel  Taylor 
married  Sarah  Pembleton,  a  native  of  Cliatham, 
Conn.,  and  had  eleven  children,  all  of  whom  lived  to 
adult  age:  (i)  Benjamin,  born  Jan.  18,  1799,  mar- 
ried (first)  ^lary  Ann  Hale,  who  died  leaving 
seven  children,  and  on  Nov.  25,  1862,  he  married 
IMary  Tinker  Clark,  born  March  29,  1820.  He 
was  a  fjrominent  citizen  of  Glastonbury,  where  he 
conducted  a  general  store  and  served  many  years 
as  postmaster.  (2)  Sophia,  born  March  7,  iSoi, 
died  unmarried.    (3)  George,  born  April  26,  1803, 


married  Eimice  Harris.  He  v.as  a  sailor  fr.i:;i  the 
I  age  of  twelve  years,  when  he  starteil  for  the  West 
I  Indies,  and  he  made  many  long  voyages  on  the  .\t- 
I  lantic  during  iiis  life,  lie  spetU  his  later  year-.  \\\ 
i  Glastonbury,  and  died  there.  1,4)  Eliza,  born  Aug. 
I  6,  1805,  died  unmarried.  (5  )  Jidwni,  born  <  'ct. 
0,  1807,  nuirried  Nancy  Kinne,  and  settled  in  Hart- 
ford, where  he  engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  in 
which  he  was  quite  successful.  Since  his  death 
his  sons  carry  on  the  business.  (6)  Hannah,  bora 
Feb.  17,  1810,  married  Edwin  Aliller,  a  tailor  and 
farmer,  who  built  our  subject's  present  home.  17) 
Sallie  Ann,  born  May  15,  18x2,  married  Gideon 
Kinne,  a  farmer  in  South  Glastonbury.  (8)  Fran- 
cis, our  subject,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below. 
(9}  Joseph  P.,  born  Jan.  11,  1818,  was  twice  mar- 
ried, his  second  wife  being  ]\Iary  Mintz.  He  is- 
an  Episcopalian  clergyman,  and  now  re^ides  ia 
Plainheld,  N.  J.  {lo)  Mary,  born  Aug.  20,  1820^ 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-four,  unmarried.  OO 
]\iartha  (deceased)  was  born  July  11,  1823.  and 
married  Henry  Parsons,  of  Ilarlford.  He  con- 
ducted a  book  store  in  Hartford  for  some  time,  and 
later  was  in  the  real  estate  business  in  New"  Haven, 
but  is  now  living  in  Massachusetts. 

Our  subject  was  about  two  years  old  when  his- 
parents  removed  to  Hartford,  but  his  education  was 
begun  in  the  district  schools  of  South  Glastonbury, 
and  later  he  attended  the  academy  th.ere,  of  which 
Elihu  Burritt,  the  "learned  blacksmith,"  was  the 
head.  At  seventeen  he  left  school,  and  ht:  had 
learned  the  sailmaker's  trade  with,  his  father  in 
Hartford  when  he  was  twenty-one.  He  then  formed 
a  partnership  with  his  brother  Edwin,  and  opened 
a  grocery  and  provision  store  at  the  foot  of  State 
street,  in  Hartford,  and  after  his  brother  s  with- 
drawal he  continued  alone  until  1839,  "^vhen  lie  sold 
out  to  Thomas  Reed.  During  the  remaining  years- 
of  his  active  business  life  he  was  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  powder  kegs  fo.-  E.  I.  Dupont  & 
Co.,  of  Wilmington,  Del.,  his  annual  product  run- 
ning as  high  as  40,000  kegs.  In  1842  he  removed 
to  Delaware,  to  be  nearer  the  firm,  but  after  five 
years  he  returned  to  Connecticut  and  settled  at 
South  Glastonbury,  where  he  carried  on  a  factory 
in  the  buildings  now  occupied  by  Bidwell  Bros.' 
soap  works.  .Air.  Taylor  retired  from  business  in 
1887,  and  is  enjoying  his  well-earned  leisure  at  his 
home,  which  he  purchased  from  Joseph  Ingraham, 
the  father  of  the  noted  clockmakers  of  Bristol. 
He  is  a  Reptiblican,  of  Whig  antecedents,  but  has 
never  been  an  office  seeker.  In  religious  faith  he 
is  an  Episcopalian,  and  for  over  forty  years  he  has 
been  senior  warden  of  the  church  at  South  Cdas- 
tonbury.  On  Feb.  27,  1837,  ^ir.  Taylor  married 
Miss  Lucretia  Miner,  who  was  born  in  Stonington, 
Conn.,  Aug.  25,  1815,  daughter  of  Asa  and  Han- 
nah (Harrington)  Miner.  She  died  July  4.  1804. 
her  remains  being  interred  at  Glastonbury.  Seven 
children  blessed  this  union:  (i)  Jane,  Ijurn  1  ^cc. 
24,  1837,  married  John  II.  Stevens,  a  cariienier  in 
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Soiuli  GlaJtonlniry.  (.2)  Eliza,  born  Doc.  14,  1S39, 
niarrii-d  W  illiam  il.  Wood,  of  ilailford,  a  traveling- 
salesman.  (T,)  Henr\-  .M..  born  .Xn;.:.  3,  1841,  's  a 
baker  in  Ashcvillo,  X.  C.  He  served  in  the  Civil 
war.  ile  married  a  Miss  Tatrow,  and  has  one 
son,  Edwin.  (^4)  I'ranklin,  born  Jmie  11,  1S44,  in 
Delaware,  married  I-dMpa  .Shi]inian,  has  three  chil- 
dren, IV^tjamin,  Robert  and  Eilcn,  and  resitles  on 
a  farm  in  Sonth  ( ilastonbnry.  He  served  in  the 
Civil  war  three  years,  and  was  a  letter  carrier  in 
Hartford  for  many  years.  (5)  Harriet  C.  born 
Jan.  29,  1S49,  married  Kirtland  Hollister,  a  farmer 
of  Glastonbury,  and  has  two  children,  Bessie  (wife 
of  Harris  Burr,  of  Hartford)  and  Alfred.  (6) 
Alexis  I.  Dupont,  a  carriage  builder  in  New  Haven, 
born  Dec.  11,  1853,  married  Adciie  Tatrow,  sister 
of  his  brother  Henry's  wife,  and  has  three  children, 
Alice,  Frederick  and  Kirtland.  Alice  married 
William  Coats,  and  has  two  sons,  William  and 
Stanley.    (7)  Ada  died  in  infancy. 

DAXJEL  W.  GREEX,  the  well-known  con- 
tractor and  builder,  and  a  highly-respected  citizen 
of  East  Hartford,  is  a  native  of  Sumner,  Oxford 
Co.,  Maine,  and  was  born  July  21,  1857,  a  son 
of  Edwin  and  Permelia  (Kendall)  Green. 

X'athaniel  Green,  grandfather  of  Daniel  W.,  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Spencer,  Worcester  Co.,  ]\tass., 
was  a  tanner  by  trade,  and  for  some  years  was  a 
partner  with  his  brother,  Josiah,  who  was  the  pio- 
neer shoe  manufacturer  of  Spencer.  From  that 
town  Xathaniel  went  to  Xorway,  Oxford  Co., 
]\Iaine,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
To  his  marriage  with  Aliss  H.  Willis  were  born 
four  children:  Edwin,  the  father  of  our  subject; 
Daniel,  who  was  a  farmer  at  Xorway,  and  was 
three  times  married — first  to  Susan  Haskell,  next 
to  Anna  Knightly,  and  then  to  a  widow,  whose 
name  is  not  given ;  Charles,  also  a  farmer,  who 
married  Aliranda  Perkins,  and  lived  and  died  in 
Korway ;  and  r^Iary,  who  was  married  to  Peter  X^. 
Haskell,  a  mill-owner  of  Waterford,  Maine. 

Edwin  Green,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Paris,  Oxford  Co.,  }klaine,  in  1S17,  graduated  from 
Bowdoin  College  in  1843,  and  practiced  niedicine 
thereafter  until  his  death,  which  occurred  March 
12,  1890,  his  remains  being-  interred  at  Otisfield, 
Maine,  where  his  widow  died  'Slav  6,  1900.  To 
his  marriage  with  Permelia  Kendall,  who  was  a 
native  of  [Milan,  X'.  H.,  children  were  born  as  fol- 
lows: Parker  C,  a  mechanical  draftsman,  pattern- 
maker— in  fact,  an  "all-round  man' — at  Athol, 
Alass.,  who  is  married  to  Eliza  Willis;  Daniel  W., 
the  subject  of  this  memoir ;  Xathaniel  W.,  a  farmer 
of  Otisfield,  who  first  n-iarried  Rosie  L.  Frost,  and 
after  her  death  wedded  Florence  Abbott;  and  Ed- 
win G.,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  who  is  also  a 
farmer  at  Otisfield,  and  is  married  to  Abbic 
Benson. 

Daniel  W.  Green  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  district,  also  at  the  South 


Paris  (Maine)   High  School,    an«l    after  leaving 
I  school,  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  on  account  i.if 
!  weakened  eyes  brouglit  about  by  typhoid  fever,  he 
j  worked  in  varii-us  niills  until  about  i88j,  when  iie 
j  went  to  Crescent  L'ity,  Putnam  Co.,  Fla.  There 
]  he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  worked  there  five 
I  years,  and'  then  returned  to  Connecticut,  worked 
j  one  year  for  Chenev  Brothers,  in  Manchester,  next 
j  n-ioved  to  i'^ast  Hartford  worked  for  W.  J.  Driggs, 
contractor  ar.d  l.)uilder,  for  !iine  vears,  and  in  i8i)6 
began  contrai.  ling  and  building  on  his  own  account, 
in.  which  he  has  met  with  success — a  success  due  to 
his  pains-taking-  endeavor  to  please   nis  patrons. 

On  Sept.  19,  1SS3,  3.1r,  Green  married  ^vliss- 
Emma  F.  Wetherell,  a  native  of  South  Manchester, 
born  April  27,  1861,  a  daughter  of  W  illiam  and 
Frances  Celia  (Watrous)  Wetherell.  The  lather 
of  [Mrs.  Green  has  been  dead  for  some  years,  but 
her  mother  is  still  living  in  South  [Manchester.  Mrs. 
D.  W.  Green  is  of  old  Colonial  and  Revolutionary 
descent,  Jonathan  ^^'aterhouse  (the  name  has  since 
been  changed  to  Watrous  )  having  been  her  great- 
grandfather and  a  patriot  of  the  war  for  inde- 
pendence. Going  back  to  the  first  appearance  of 
her  family  in  America,  it  may  be  briefly  traced  up  to 
the  present  time  as  follows :  William  Mullens,  his 
wife,  and  their  daughter  Priscilla,  and  also  Tohn 
Alden,  landed  on  Plymouth  Rock  Dec.  22,  1620, 
coming  from  England.  Tliis  John  Alden  married 
the  aforesaid  Priscilla  Mullens,  and  their  eldest 
daughter,  Elizabeth,  was  married  to  William  Pea- 
body  ;  the  daughter  of  this  couple,  [Mercy  Peabody, 
was  married  to  John  Simons ;  the  daughter  of 
John  and  [Mercv  (Peabody)  Simons  was  chris- 
tened [Martha,  and  was  married  to  Ebenezer  De 
Land;  Thankfvd  De  Land,  their  daughter,  was  rnar- 
ried  to  Ebenezer  ^yletcalf,  and  their  daughter,  Abia 
Metcalf,  was  married  to  Elijah  Webster  ;  the  daugh- 
ter of  Elijah  and  Abia  Webster  was  also  named 
Abia,  and  was  married  to  Jonathan  Watrous,  the 
Revolutionarv  soldier,  whose  pension  papers  were 
made  out  in  the  name  of  Jonathan  Waterhouse. 
From.  Jonathan  and  Abia  Watrous  (  or  Waterhouse) 
descended  Rhoda,  Polly.  [Morgan,  Dudley,  Ichabodr 
Erew^ster,  Abia  [Marian,  Jonathan  Bissell,  Elijah 
Abel  (grandfather  of  [Mrs.  Green),  Hubbard  and 
Hubbard  Judson.  The  names  of  the  paren.ts  of 
[Mrs.  Green  have  already  been  given. 

To  the  marriage  of  Daniel  W.  Green  and  wife 
have  been  born  two  children:  Ernest  Carlton,  in 
Crescent  City,  Fla.,  Sept.  8,  1886,  and  [Marian  Lu- 
cille, Oct.  28,  1888,  in  South  Manchester.  Mr. 
Green  and  his  family  attend  the  Congregational 
Church,  of  which  [Mrs.  Green  has  long  been  a  con- 
scientious n-icmber.  In  politics  [Mr.  Green  is  incliiied 
to  Democracy,  but  does  not  always  cast  his  vote 
for  that  party ;  fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  Wads- 
worth  Council,  X''o.  39,  O.  U.  A.  [M.,  of  Manchester. 

Through  his  industry,  skill,  and  ii-\dustrious 
habits,  [Mr.  Green  has  gained  a  comfortable  home, 
which  he  built  in  1891,  on  a  lot  purciiased  from 
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Walton  Roberts.    He  is  a  genial,  whole-souled  goii- 
ilciiian,  and  lie  and  his  wile,  with  their  two  bright 
^.-hildreii,  form  a  happy  family,  greatly  respeeted  by  ; 
nil  who  know  tluni.  j 

Ill-.XRV  LE\"KRET  RE.MLW.TL'X,  earriage  , 
and  wagon-maker,  and  painter,  and  for  liftv  years  i 
11  pronnnent  citizen  of  Entield,  was  burn  July  22,  | 
1S20,  a  son  of  Myron  aiul  Angeline  (Warner)  j 
Kcmington,  both  natives  of  Suflield.  I 

Mr,  Remington's  paternal  grandfather,  Stephen  i 
Remington,  was  for  many  years  a  resident  of  Suf-  i 
jield,  where  he  reared  a  fannly  of  twelve  children:  j 
,Myron.  Almeron  and  Albert  (_ twins),  Stephen, 
Thomas,  George,  Anna  l^^^Irs.  Elihu  Taylor),  Sybil 
(Mrs.  John  Eullerj,  Amy  (^Mrs.  Xorman  Hast-  : 
ings),  Jane  (IMrs.  Nathaniel  Curtis),  iNIaryette,  and  ' 
Chloe  (Mrs,  Norman  Adams).  Stephen  Reming-  | 
ion  was  a  farmer,  and  lived  and  died  in  Suffield,  j 

Myron  Remington,  the  fatlier  of  our  subject,  ' 
was  reared  to  manhood  in  Suffield.    In  early  man- 
hood he  reiTioved  to  Streetsboro  township,  Portage 
county.  Ohio,  residing  there  thirteen  years.  He 
.then    returned    to    Sufneld,    where    he   remained  1 
through  life.     Himself  and  wife    are    buried    in  1 
Hastings  Hills  cemetery.    ^lyron  Remington  had  j 
p  nine  children,  six  of  whom  grew  to  maturity  :  Henry  ' 
L.,  Lorenzo  M.,  Lamira  (^Irs.  Francis  Crouch),  | 
Arabella    (]\Irs.   David   Drake  j,   Miranda    (Mrs.  | 
Henry  Sheldon),  and  Alcemony  (Mrs.  Gottfried  j 
Heydenreich) . 

Henry  L.  Remington  spent  his  boyhood  and  I 
vouth  in  Portage  county,  Ohio,  and  Suhield,  Conn.  { 
He  received  a  common-school  education,  and  served  j 
.an  apprenticeship  of  three  and  one-half  years  at 
the    wagon-maker's   trade.     He   lias    siiice  then 
worked  as  a  journeyman  for  thirty-nine  years  in 
Enfield,  for  Potter  &  Parsons,  and  has  been  in  busi- 
ness for  himself  since  1SS8. 

Mr.  Remington  has  been  twice  married.  His  ! 
first  wife  was  Lorinda,  daughter  of  Seth  and  Nancy  | 
(Cooper)  King,  of  Suffield,  and  by  her  he  had  one 
son,  Frank  Everett,  His  second  wife  was  Emily 
Fov.der,  of  Elaine,  yir.  Remington  is  a  member 
vof  the  Baptist  Church  of  Sufiield,  and  politically  iie 
is  a  Democrat, 

HON.  EDWIN  N.  WHITE,  president  of  the 
Canton  Creamery  Association,  and  a  leading  citi- 
zen of  Canton,  is  a  member  of  an  old  Colonial  fam- 
ily.   John  White,  the  first  of  the  line  to  settle  in  j 
America,  arrived  in  Boston  harbor  on  the  ship  ! 
"Lyon"  in  1632,  and  soon  afrerward  located  in  j 
Cambridge,  INIass.,  v.diere  he  was  made  a  freeman  j 
in  1633.    When  Rev.  Thomas  liooker  led  his  band  j 
of  followers  into  Connecticut  and  settled  at  Hart-  j 
ford  John  White  was  among  them,  and  he  took  a  | 
prominent  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  little  Colony,  j 
serving  as  elder  in  the  church.    He  died  at  Hart-  j 
ford  in  16S4.    Of  his  six  children,  Mary  married  | 
Jonatlian  Gilbert;  Nathaniel  is  mentioned  below;  ' 


John  married  Sarah  Bruner;  Daniel  married  Sarah 
Crow  ;  Sarah  became  the  wife  of  Stephen  Taylor ; 
Jacob,  uho  was  born  Oct.  8,  1045,  married  Eliza- 
beth Bruner. 

Capt.  Nathaniel  White  was  born  in  England, 
and  came  to  America  with,  his  parents  wlien  a  very 
small  boy.  In  1O50  he  left  Hartford  and  became 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  ncv/  settlement  at  Mid- 
dletown.  Conn.,  locating  at  what  was  then  known  as 
Upper  Houses,  afterward  Upper  Middletown,  Here 
he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life,  partly  engaged  in  agri- 
culture. Being  a  public-spirited  man,  and  possess- 
ing ample  means,  he  gave  one-quarter  of  his  estate 
for  the  support  of  public  schools.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  General  Court  in  1659,  and  from  1061 
to  1 7 10,  in  all  fifty  times.  He  was  also  deputy 
and  magistrate  of  Middletown,  Haddam  and  3.1eri- 
den,  from  1669  to  1684,  having  been  commissioned 
by  the  General  Assembly.  He  died  Aug,  27,  171 1, 
at  his  home,  and  was  buried  in  [Middletown  cem- 
etery. For  his  first  wife  he  married  Elizabeth 
White,  and  for  his  second  he  wctlded  Mrs.  Martha 
(Coit)  Mould,  widow  of  Hugh  Mould,  of  New- 
London,  Conn.,  and  daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
(Jones)  Coit.  He  had  a  large  family,  as  follows: 
Nathaniel,  born  July  7,  1652,  married  Elizabeth 
Savage.  Elizabeth,  born  ^ilarch  7,  1655,  married 
Sergt,  John  Clark,  of  ]\Iiddletown,  and  died  Dec. 
25,  171 1.  John  was  born  April  9,  1657.  Mary, 
born  April  7,  1659,  ^^^'^  Nov.  15,  1732,  was 
married,  on  Jan.  16,  1678,  to  Jacob  Cornwall,  who 
died  April  18,  170S,  and  on  April  13,  1710,  she 
wedded  John  Bacon,  of  !Middietown,  who  died  Nov. 
4,  1732.  Daniel  is  mentioned  below.  Sarah,  born 
Jan.  22,  1664,  married  John  Smith,  of  Haddam, 
Conn.  Jacob,  born  ^^lay  10,  1665,  was  married 
(first)  to  Deborah  Shepard,  and  (second)  to  Re- 
becca Ramey.  Joseph,  born  F"eb.  20,  1667,'  married 
Mary  jMould. 

Ensign  Daniel  \\'hite  was  born  Feb.  23,  1662, 
in  Middletown,  and  spent  his  whole  life  there. 
He  held  many  public  offices,  including  those  of 
constable  and  selectman.  He  died  Dec.  18,  1737, 
and  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  ^.liddletown. 
In  ]March,  1683,  he  married  Susannah  Z^Iould,  of 
New  London  county,  daughter  of  Hugh  Mould,  a 
noted  shipbuilder,  and  their  children  \vere :  Daniel, 
born  Dec.  8.  i('>83,  married  Alice  Cook:  Nathaniel, 
born  Sept.  8.  1685,  married  ?^Ieliitable  Hurlburt; 
Joseph  died  Oct.  8,  1687;  Joseph,  born  Oct.  8.  168S, 
married  Mary  Hull;  Hugh,  born  Feb.  15,  lUji, 
married  }^Iary  Stone;  John,  born  Nov.  27,  1692, 
married  Susannah  Ailing;  Susannah,  born  (  let.  16, 
1694.  married  Thomas  Johnson,  of  .Middletown: 
Isaac  is  mentioned  below;  Ruth,  born  Sejjt.  28, 
1703,  married,  on  June  10,  1730,  Jehiel  Stone,  of 
North  Guilford;  Rachel,  born  Felj.  2,  1705,  mar- 
ried, on  April  16,  1729,  William  Chittentlen,  of 
Guilford. 

Deacon  Isaac  White,  the  next  in  the  line  of 
descent,  was  born  Nov.  9,  1696,  at  1'|)ikt  Houses, 
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Midillotown,  and  made  his  liomc  in  that  1  cahty. 
Un  Ian.  15,  174'),  ne  was  anp'Mnlcd  deacon  of  his 
clmroh,  and  from  ij4(>  to  1749  lie  was  selectman 
of  Middletown.  lie  died  June  ^o,  iJbS,  and  was 
buried  in  Middletown  cenielery.  On  June  30,  i/2b, 
he  married  Sybil  Duller,  dau^^hter  of  Thonuis  But-  \ 
lor,  of  Hartford  county,  blie  was  born  March  6, 
1702,  and  died  Xov.  7,  1781.  They  hatl  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Moses,  born  Aug.  2,  i/2/,  mar- 
ried Huldah  Know  les ;  Martha,  born  Oct.  27,  1728, 
died  April  i,  1S13;  Sybil,  born  Aug.  14,  1731,  mar- 
ried, on  April  18,  1753,  Francis  W'hitemoro ;  Elias 
is  mentioned  below;  Aaron  died  young;  Isaac,  born 
Jan.  16,  1/41,  died  Dec.  8,  1741;  and  Ruth,  born 
March  7,  1743,  married,  on  Dec.  26,  1764,  Dr.  John 
Osbrim,  a  prominent  physician,  and  a  soldier  in  the 
French  and  Indian  war. 

Elias  White,  our  subject's  great-grandfather, 
was  born  at  L"pr>er  Middletown  .\Iay  5,  1734.  and 
died  there  Jan.  27,  1800.  On  Xov.  13,  1760,  he 
married  Pruilcnce  Savage,  of  Upper  ^liddletown, 
%vho  was  born  July  13,  1737,  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Prudence  Savage.  She  died  at  Whitestown, 
K.  Y.  By  this  marriage  there  were  nine  children: 
Sybil,  born  Oct.  28,  1761,  was  married  to  Leveret 
Bishop,  a  ship  carpenter,  of  Guilford.  ]\Iary  Sav- 
age, born  June  8,  1763,  was  married,  on  2\Lay  16, 
1782,  to  William  Cheney,  of  Gaylord,  and  died 
March  15,  1828.  Reuben,  born  ^Nlarch  10,  1765,  was 
a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  died  in  Xew 
York  in  June,  17S3.  Edmund,  born  Oct.  15,  1766, 
was  taken  sick  on  board  a  man-of-war,  and  died 
Aug.  24,  1782.  Comfort,  baptized  Xov.  6,  1765, 
was  a  ship  carpenter'  and  died  at  Demerara,  South 
America.  Joseph  married  ^Martha  Hasgill.  Pru- 
dence, born  Jan.  31,  1773,  married,  in  1S25,  Dea- 
con Joseph  Blake,  of  Whitestown,  X.  Y.  Elias  is 
mentioned  below.  Isaac,  born  June  22,  17S0,  mar- 
ried Pricilla  Phomb. 

Elias  White,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was  born 
in  Upper  ^Middletown,  where  he  grew  to  manhood, 
and  in  1800  he  settled  in  Cornwall,  Conn.  He  mar- 
ried Cynthia  Rogers,  daughter  of  Capt.  Edwin 
and  Hannah  (Jackson)  Rogers,  and  they  had  chil- 
dren :  Comfort,  Edwin,  Elias,  and  Rogers. 

Comfort  White,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  at  Cornwall,  Conn.,  Jan.  3,  1802,  and  after 
receiving  a  good  district-school  education  he  be- 
gan teaching  in  X'ew  York  State.  Later,  liowever. 
he  engaged  in  farming  near  Utica,  X'.  Y.,  and  then 
at  Sheffield,  Mass.,  finallv  locating  in  Cantoii,  Conn., 
where  he  bought,  in  1859,  the  Hosford  farm,  a  tract 
of  160  acres.  For  some  years  he  made  a  specialty 
of  tobacco  culture.  He  was  a  man  highly  respected, 
temperate  in  his  habits,  liberal  in  church  views,  and 
in  politics  a  stanch  Democrat,  although  he  never 
sought  public  office.  On  Dec.  3,  1826.  he  married 
Latira  X'orton,  of  Cornw-all,  daughter  of  Theodore 
and  Mary  (Gudd)  X'orton.  She  died  Sept.  13, 
1836,  ancl  on  May  31,  1837,  li<?  married  Aliranda 
Rood,  of  North  Canaan,  Conn.    The  children  of  the 


first  union  were:  Mary  Eliza,  born  Julv  26,  1829,, 
married  on  bcb.  15,  1853,  Walker  S.  Millard,  a 
school  teacher;  Augustus  i'redrick,  born  March  6, 
1832.  married  in  A4>ril,  1858,  Harriet  Watts,  died 
in  May,  1S87;  Julia  Maria,  born  Feb.  21,  1S34,  and 
died  Dec.  31,  187O,  was  the  wrfe  of  Col  J.  F.  u.  An- 
(.Irews.  of  Simsbury,  Conn.  Edmond  Rogers,  who 
died  March  3,  1S57,  atid  Edwin  X.,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  were  twins.  By  the  second  marriage 
there  was  one  child,  Augusta  Rogers,  born  Oct.  22, 
1847,  ^'■'<^  married  to  Dan  G.  Wilcox,  of  Avon, 
Connecticut. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Cornwall,  Conn.,  May 
14,  1836,  and  spent  his  early  life  partly  in  Utica, 
X.  Y.,  and  partly  in  Shefilreld,  Mass.,  where  he  at- 
tended the  district  school  and  the  high  school ;  he 
also  attended  the  high  school  at  Winsted,  Conn. 
He  has  since  been  engaged  in  agriculture  on  tlte 
farm  at  Canton.  Since  the  death  of  his  father  Mr. 
White  has  taken  sole  charge  of  the  homestead,  and 
has  dealt  largely  in  live  stock  and  tobacco,  although 
he  has  given  his  attention  mostly  to  general  farm- 
ing. Like  his  father  he  is  liberal  in  church  matters, 
and  a  good  Democrat,  but  unlike  him  he  takes  an 
active  part  in  public  attairs.  In  1878  he  was  elected 
by  a  large  majority  to  the  State  Legislature,  where 
his  broad-mindedness  secured  him  a  place  on  the 
committee  on  Women's  Rights.  He  has  also  filled 
many  local  offices,  serving  as  selectman  for  three 
terms,  and  chairman  of  the  board  of  assesors  for 
four  years. 

In  i860  ^Ir.  W'hite  married  Miss  Anna  L.  Case, 
a  lady  of  pleasing  and  refined  manners,  who  was 
born  in  Canton,  daughter  of  Gen.  Jarvis  and  Lucia 
(Adams;  Case.  They  have  had  four  children: 
Lena  Belle,  born  June  11,  1865,  attended  the  Col- 
linsville  High  School,  and  was  married  Oct.  20, 
1887,  to  Oren  H.  Godard,  of  Granby,  son  of  Harvv 
Goclard.  Fanny  Adams,  born  April  20.  1869,  grad- 
uated from  McLean  Seminary  in  1884.  George 
Francis,  born  Aug.  31,  1870,  attended  the  Collins- 
ville  Fligh  School,  McLean  Seminary,  and  Yale 
Business  College,  Xew  Haven,  from  which  he  grad- 
uated, and  afterward  went  into  the  fish  business  in 
Xew^  York;  he  married  Isabelle  Bartlett,  of  Terry's 
Plains,  Simsbury,  Conn.,  daughter  of  Sheriff 
Joseph  L.  Bartlett.  Hellen  IMaria,  born  Tan.  9, 
1879,  died  Oct.  19,  1879.  Socially  the  White  fam- 
ily is  much  respected,  and  our  subject  is  a  Master 
r^iason,  uniting  with  the  F.  &  A.  ]\I.,  \'illage  Lodge. 
Xo.  29,  Collinsville. 

JA-AIES  O'COXXOR,  a  well-known  market 
gardener  and  general  farmer  of  WethcrsfioUl,  was 
born  in  Barley  Will,  Xew^  Market,  County  Cork, 
Ireland,  in  October,  1860,  and  is  descended  from 
sonie  of  the  best  families  of  that  country.  His 
parents,  Patrick  and  Joanna  (Eagon)  O'Connor, 
spent  their  entire  lives  in  County  Cork,  as  farming 
people.  Both  were  devout  members  of  the  Cath- 
olic Church,  and  were  highly  respected  by  all  who 
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konw  tioin.     Their  children  were:  Tinioihy.  who  j 
diod  in  Ausiralia  ;  llannora,  wile  of  Richard  Power,  ' 
of  W'ateriord,  Irehmd:  James,  our  subject:  Patrick, 
a  resident  of  W'etherstield,  Conn.;  Jol;n.  a  dairy.; 
farmer  of  tlie  same  phice ;  ]\fary,  wifi-  of  Phihp  ; 
G.  Smith  ;  and  Jeremiah,  also  a  resident  of  Wethers-  j 
field.  Connecticut.  | 
The  only  education  whici?  our  subject  received  j 
was  obtained  in  the  National  scIilkdIs  of  his  native  { 
town.    Me  grew  to  manhc^od  on  the  home  farm,  and 
after  his  father's  death,  which  occurred  when  he  j 
was  still  in  his  'teens,  he  remained  with  his  widowed 
mother  for  some  years,  working  hard  upon  the 
farm.    Having  saved  a  little  money  he  decided  to 
come  to  the  United  Stc.tes,  where  he  believed  that 
better  opportunities  were  afforded  ambitious  young 
men.    In  1SS9  he  sailed  from  Uueenstown,  and  on 
landing  in  New  York  found  that  he  had  only  an 
English  sovereign  (about  five  dollars  in  our  money) 
with  which  to  begin  life  in  the  Xew  World.  By 
boat  he  came  to  Hartford,  which  trip  cost  him 
$1.50,  so  that  he  only  had    $3.50    on  reaching 
W'ethersheld,  where  he  found  employment  with  S. 
\V.  Robbins,  at  fifty  cents  per  oay  and  board.  In 
the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  went  to  California  by 
way  of  the  Panama  route,  and  for  a  time  worked 
on  a  ranch  in  Merced  county,  after  which  he  spent 
four  months  on  a  dairy  farm  near  San  Francisco, 
Not  caring  for  California,  he  returned    to  Con- 
necticut at  the  end  of  that  time,  and  again  found 
employment  on  the  dairy  farm  of  IMr.  Robbins  at 
Rocky  Hill,  for  whom  he  worked  six  years.  With 
the  money  he  had  saved  from  his  wages  he  then 
purchased  his  present  farm  of  twenty-three  acres, 
known  as  the  Shamrock  farm,  and  upon  that  place 
he  has  since  sticcessftdly  engaged  in  market  gar- 
dening, selling  his  produce  in  New  Britain  and 
Hartford. 

In  1890,  ]\Ir.  O'Connor  was  married  in  W^ethers- 
field  to  !Miss  Kate  Oilman,  also  a  native  of  County 
Cork,  Ireland,  and  a  daughter  of  Cornelius  Oilman. 
She  died  in  189S.  She  was  a  good  wife  and  mother, 
a  faithful  member  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  her 
death  was  deeplv  mourned.  Five  children  were 
born  of  that  union:  ^laggie  and  Hannah  (twins), 
the  latter  of  whom  is  now  deceased ;  Patrick ;  Cor- 
nelius :  and  Johanna.  }^Ir.  O'Connor  is  also  a  com- 
municant of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  is  well-known 
and  highly  respected.  He  takes  no  active  part  in 
political  affairs,  but  as  an  industrious,  enterprising 
man,  he  prefers  to  give  his  entire  time  to  his  busi- 
ness interests. 

H0ADLI-:Y  C.  BREWER,  one  of  the  most  re- 
-spected  far'.ners  and  tobacco  growers  of  Hockanum, 
town  of  I\ast  Hartford,  descends  from  a  very  old 
Connecticut  family.    He  was  born  .Mav  10,  1841. 
and  is  a  son  of  Reuben,  a  grandson  of  Reui)en,  and  j 
a  great-grandson  of  Daniel  Brewer,  the  last-named  | 
of  whom  was  born  and  lived  all  his  life. in  a  small  I 
house,  now  fallen  to  decay,  that  stood  in  the  lane  ' 


that  leads  from  High  street,  at  a  point  north  of 
the  home  of  the  late  Selden  Brewer,  to  the  Con- 
necticvit  river.  Louring  ihe  life  of  Sclden  tiie  old 
house  v,-as  kept  in  rei'air,  but  since  his  death  it  has 
been  permitted  to  become  an  uninhabited  ruin. 

Reuben  Brewer,  a  svni  of  Daniel,  and  grand- 
father of  Hoadie\-  C,  located  on  a  farm  on  Brewer 
street  when  only  one  other  house,  the  residence 
(now)  of  !Mrs.  Cyinhia  \'ibberts,  stood  on  the 
street;  she  is  a  daughter  of  Reuix-n  Brewer,  son. 
of  Reuben,  and  aunt  of  Hoadley  C,  and  widow 
of  Andrew  \'ibberts,  and  now  greatly  advanced  in 
years.  On  this  spot  where  ^irs.  Vibberts  lives, 
Reuben,  the  grandfather,  was  born  Feb.  23,  1778, 
and  his  death  took  place  on  his  new  farm,  Nov. 
8,  1S44.  He  married  Eunice  Ataria  Hills,  daugh- 
ter of  James  and  Mehitable  Hills,  who  was  born 
Sept.  19,  1778,  and  died  in  INIay,  1853.  '  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Sophia,  born  Alay  20,  1798,  and  died 
!March  i,  1841,  was  the  wife  of  Ebcphus  Gaines, 
a  seaman,  who  lived  on  Bigelow  Lane,  East  Hart- 
ford;  Cynthia,  born  Aug.  11,  1800,  died  Feb.  7, 
1802;  Reuberi  was  the  father  of  our  subject;  Laura, 
born  Nov.  5,  1807,  was  married  to  Talcott  Hills, 
a  joiner,  and  lived  near  Willow  Brook;  Janeway 
and  Jane  (twins)  were  born  April  24,  1810  (Jane- 
way  married  Sarah  [Marble  and  lived  in  East  Hart- 
ford Meadow,  and  Jane  was  married  to  Ralph  Hills, 
a  farmer  on  Brewer  street,  but  both  are  now  ae- 
ceased)  ;  Osman,  born  April  9,  1814,  married  Lu- 
ana  Spencer,  was  a  farmer,  and  lived  on  Brewer 
street;  Flenry  Edward,  born  Dec.  14,  1816,  mar- 
r'ied  Susan  Hills,  was  a  farmer,  and  lived  in  Hills- 
town;  Cynthia,  born  3tlarch  30,  1S18,  was  married 
to  Andrew^  \'ibberts,  and  is  still  living  on  Brewer 
street;  Royal,  born  Oct.  9,  1820,  died  March  10, 
1822;  Royal  Hills,  born  April  13,  1823.  married 
Esther  Forbes,  for  his  first  wife,  and  Mrs.  Tal- 
cott, iicc  Grant,  for  his  second  and  now  lives  on 
Brewer  street ;  Eunice  ]\Iaria,  the  youngest  of  this 
family  of  thirteen,  was  born  Dec,  11,  1825,  was 
married  to  Palmer  Sessions,  a  civil  engineer,  and 
lived  and  died  in  Xew  York. 

Reuben  Brewer,  father  of  Hoadley  C,  was  born 
on  Brewer  street,  .April  25,  1805,  and  attended  the 
old  school  house  that  stood  on  Hieh  street,  west 
of  where  Deacon  Charles  'Forbes  now  lives,  but 
which  has  since  been  destroyed  Dy  fire.  It  was  a 
mile  away  from  his  home,  and  many  a  winter  day 
did  he  wade  to  it  through  snow  up  to  his  hips. 
He  lived  at  home  until  his  marriage,  Sept.  10,  1834,' 
to  Jane  Hills,  who  was  born  June  9,  18 12,  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  .Abbey  ( lireweri  Hills.  As  a 
rewanl  for  his  faithful  services  at  home  Reuben's 
father  purchased  for  him  ih;'  farm  now  owned  by 
Hoadley  C,  then  known  as  the  'A\'ells  i^lace," 
where  his  death  took  place  Oct.  30.  18S6,  his  wife 
having  preceded  him  to  the  grave  .Aii.g.  -i.  1882. 
He  was  a  man  of  large  stature,  but  of  a  verv  re- 
tiring, indeed  bashful,  disposition,  and  domestic  in 
his  habits;  he  was  a  vigorous  and  indefatigable 
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workir.  ever  iuiUistrious,  aiul  yet  an  inveterate 
strukir,  laisinL;  his  ti>baceo  lnin>elt  and  niakini^ 
his  ci.^ars.  His  eb.ililren.  six  in  nunilier.  were: 
Lenuu-1,  ln-rn  Mareh  2j.  1837.  ilieil  jnne  _h»,  iS4(); 
Lncv  M.,  horn  April  2(\  iS^t).  is  the  widow  of 
Henrv  Ihirlliurt;  iloadley  C.  is  the  snhjeet  of  tliis 
sketch:  Zoplier  L.,  born  Dec.  14.  1S45,  died  ()ci. 
7,  184O;  Abbott  C,  born  Sept.  15.  1847,  married 
Anna  Jiest.  and  died  Jan.  18,  1871).  in  Kast  Hart- 
ford, his  w  idow  beiiiij  now  a  resident  of  J  lartford 
City;  and  Deloss,  born  Alarch  2,  185J,  died  Jnly 
20,  1852. 

Hoadley  C.  Brewer  received  a  sound  common- 
school  education,  and  later  spent  two  years  in  the 
East  Hartford  Academy.  At  the  age  of  nineteen 
years  he  left  school  and  returned  to  his  father's 
farm,  now  his  own.  where  he  remained  for  a  short 
time  only,  and  then  went  to  Hartford,  where  he 
was  employed  in  Colt's  Armory  until  it  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire  in  1863.  He  then  returned  home, 
.and  assisted  his  father  until  the  latter's  death..  This 
farm  comprises  thirty-two  acres,  seven  of  which  are 
in  tobacco,  and  there  is  no  better-kept  farm  in  the 
town. 

On  IMarch  29,  1876,  j\Ir.  Brewer  wedded  Josie 
IVI.  Stanton,  born  June  23,  1838.  a  daughter  of 
Robert  W.  and  Harriet  (Ladd  )  Stanton,  and  to  this 
marriage  have  been  born  two  children:  Bessie  ]M., 
Jan.  4,  1877,  wdio  died  April  15,  1879.  Ada  M., 
March  19,  1S80,  who  is  still  at  home.  The  family 
attend  the  South  Congregational  Church,  and 
liberally  aid  in  its  support.  In  politics  ^Ir.  Brewer 
is  a  Democrat,  but  never  worries  himself  about 
party  affairs  more  than  the  trouble  of  voting.  He 
"belongs  to  no  secret  society,  but  leads  a  quiet,  un- 
ostentatious, industrious  life,  happy  in  holding  the 
respect  of  his  fellow  men  and  in  the  felicity  of  his 
familv  circle. 

JOHN  R.  PIKE,  a  successful  agriculturist  re- 
sidmg  near  Pine  Meadow,  was  born  in  that  locality 
Nov.  26,  1836,  and  is  a  representative  of  a  family 
■which  has  long  been  noted  for  good  citizenship. 
His  ancestors  were  earlv  settlers  in  Xew  England, 
and  Iiis  grandfather  Pike  was  a  farmer  at  Xew 
I^Iariboro,  Massachusetts. 

Hiram  Pike,  our  subject's  father,  was  a  native 
of  Xew  -Marlboro,  torn  Mav  25,  1799.  removed  to 
Connecticut,  and  was  married  in  Canaan  to  Olive 
Rood,  who  was  born  there  Sept.  25,  1797,  daughter 
of  John  Rood.  He  located  in  Canton,  where  he 
•engaged  in  farming,  and  his  death  occurred  Xov. 
13.  1838.  His  wife  died  July  21.  1887,  and  the 
remains  of  both  now  rest  in  the  Pine  ^Meadow 
cemetery.  They  had  the  following  children:  Julia 
A.,  wife  of  William  Wilcox:  Henrietta  R.,  widow 
of  Warren  C.  Humphrey :  Celestia,  who  married 
"William  Wilcox;  Olive,  wife  of  Xelson  Humphrey; 
I\Iark  H.,  who  died  in  1892;  Mar^•  E.,  w  1 1  c  of  Ed- 
-vvard  Chapin;  John  R.,  our  subject;  .Aretus.  who 
■died  in  1837,  and  Catherine,  wife  of  William  Case. 


As  a  boy  our  subject  attended  the  local  schools. 
als.o  assisted  in  the  work  of  the  homestead,  and 
later  he  and  his  brother,  Mark  H.,  took  charge  of 
the  farm.  The  place  contains  140  acres,  including 
a  tract  of  woodland,  and  our  subject  devotes  special 
;iitention  to  dairying  and  tobacco  growdng.  In 
i  1850  he  built  a  fine  dwelling  Louse,  and  he  has 
made  other  substantial  improvements  from  time  to 
time.  Eor  the  past  ten  years  his  hcaltli  has  been 
somewhat  impaired,  but  he  is  still  active  in  tb.e 
management  of  the  farm.  Socially  he  and  his  fam- 
ily are  much  esteemed,  and  they  are  identified  with 
the  Congregational  Church,  of  which  his  lamented 
wife  was  a  member.  In  1881  Mr.  Pike  married 
Miss  Ellen  Adams,  and  three  children  were  born 
of  the  union  :  John  E.  is  attending  a  business  college 
in  Hartford  ;  INIiss  Xellie  is  in  scliool  at  home ;  and 
Allx;rt  has  been  adopted  by  Mrs.  Lewis  H.  Lee,  of 
2\Iassachusetts. 

■Mrs.  Ellen  (Adams)  Pike  was  born  Aug.  12, 
1851,  and  died  April  21,  1888,  her  remains  being 
interred  in  Pine  Grove  cemetery,  X^ew  Hartford. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  Oliver  Cromwell  Adams, 
and  granddaughter  of  Gen.  Zera  Adams,  an  officer 
in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Gen.  Zera  Adams  mar- 
ried Abigail  Holburt,  of  West  Hartford,  and  had 
nine  children :  Ezra,  Elmer,  Lti^ia,  Laura,  Mary, 
Lorenzo,  Henry,  Oliver  C,  and  George.  Oliver 
C.  Adams  was  born  in  Xorth  Canton,  and  resided 
there  throughout  his.  life,  following  farming  and 
mercantile  pursuits.  He  was  a  leading  Republi- 
can, and  represented  his  town  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature, while  he  also  held  various  local  offices,  in- 
cluding that  of  postmaster  at  Xorth  Canton.  He 
was  temperate  in  his  habits  and  domestic  in  his 
tastes,  and  in  every  way  his  life  furnished  a  worthy 
example  to  the  community.  He  married  Susan  M. 
Humphrey,  daughter  of  Loin  and  Rhoda  (Case) 
Humphrey,  and  had  six  children  :  Eugene,  who  died 
in  early  manhood ;  ]Mary,  wife  of  Lewis  H.  Lee, 
of  Westfield,  [Mass. ;  Ezra  S.,  a  resident  of  Hart- 
ford ;  Albert,  a  physician,  now  deceased;  Ellen,  wife 
of  our  subject;  and  Henry,  a  resident  of  X'orth 
Canton. 

CHARLES  J.  BCXX,  a  popular  liveryman  of 
Southington,  is  one  of  the  men  who  have  made 
their  own  way  in  the  world.  The  spirit  of  self- 
help  is  the  source  of  all  genuine  worth  in  the  in- 
dividual, and  is  the  means  of  bringing  to  man  suc- 
cess when  he  has  no  advantages  of  w"ealth  or  in- 
fluence to  aid  him.  It  illustrates  in  no  uncertain 
manner  what  it  is  possble  to  accomplish  when  per- 
severance and  determination  form  the  keynote  to 
a  man's  life.  Depending  upon  his  own  resources, 
looking  for  no  outside  aid  or  support,  Mr.  r>nnn  has 
become  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  the  town. 

Mr.  Bunn  was  born  in  Xew  Hartford.  Conn.. 
Jan.  21.  1862.  a  son  of  Matthew  and  Margaret 
(Doll)  Buim,  both  natives  of  Ciermany.  His  ma- 
ternal grandfather,  Christian  Doll,  lived  in.  Xew 
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IlariforJ.  Mattliew  Bunn,  a  grinder  by  trade, 
spent  sonic  years  in  Granby  and  New  ilarlford 
and  worked  in  tiie  cutlery  works  at  Collinsville  and 
also  in  Southinglem.  lie  died  in  the  latter  village. 
In  his  family  wore  eight  children:  Joseph.  Carrie, 
Christian,  \Villiani,  Maggie,  Charles  J.,  Laviiia 
(wife  of  Frederick  Young),  and  Laura,  wife  of 
Frank  Rhoe. 

The  tlrst  ten  years  of  his  life  our  subject  passed 
in  New  Flartford,  and  then  accompanied  his  par- 
ents on  their  removal  to  Soutliington,  where  he  has 
since  made  his  home,  ills  educational  advantages 
were  limited  to  a  short  attendance  at  the  public 
schools,  as  at  the  age  of  ten  years  he  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Peck,  Stow  &  Wilcox  Co.,  with  which 
he  was  connected  for  live  years,  and  during  the 
following  four  years  he  worked  upon  a  farm.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  he  began  work  in  a  livery  stable 
in  Sonthiiigton,  and  was  manager  of  the  same  for 
five  years.  For  a  time  he  was  also  in  the  employ 
of  R.  A.  Neal.  In  1887  he  embarked  in  the  livery 
business  for  himself,  on  a  small  scale,  and  bv  in- 
dustry  and  good  management  has  built  up  an  ex- 
cellent business  and  acquired  a  competence. 

On  Oct.  6,  18S6,  ]Mr.  Bunn  married  ^Miss  Char- 
lotte L.  Davies,  third  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Ma- 
tilda (Fox)  Davis,  who  were  married  in  Safe  Har- 
bor, Lancaster  Co.,  Penn.  The  father  was  born  in 
Colebrookvale,  ^Monmouthshire,  Wales,  the  mother 
in  Philadelphia.  He  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
Union  Iron  Works,  Fjuft'alo,  N.  Y.,  at  the  time  of 
death,  Aug.  26,  1875.  His  parents  w-ere  John  and 
Parnell  (Martin)  Davies,  the  former  a  native  of 
Merthyr  Tydvill,  Wales,  the  latter  of  Warwickshire, 
England.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Parnell  Baird, 
whose  mother  was  Elizabeth  Parnell.  On  the  ma- 
ternal side  I\Irs.  Bunn  is  a  granddaughter  of  Char- 
lotte Bodenbender,  who  belonged  to  an  old  Phila- 
delphia family. 

Air.  Bunn  casts  liis  ballot  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Foresters  of  America, 
the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Alen,  the  Order  of 
United  American  Alechanics,  and  the  Southington 
Fire  Department  (for  ten  years).  He  started  out 
in  life  for  himself  at  a  tender  age,  with  scarcely 
any  schooling,  being  practically  a  self-educated 
man,  and  for  the  success  that  he  has  achieved  in 
life  he  deserves  great  credit. 

ARTHUR  DE  COLLARD,  M.  D.,  inventor  of 
The  Medical  Physical  Culture  System,  and  one  of 
the  most  successful  practitioners  in  physical  cul- 
ture in  the  United  States,  is  a  native  of  London, 
England,  and  comes  of  a  grand  lineage,  his  mother 
being  the  celebrated  African  traveler. 

Dr.  de  Collard  was  educated  in  France,  Ger- 
many and  England,  and  is  a  graduate  of  the  Paris 
School  of  Swordsmanship.  His  system  of  medical 
treatment  is  known  as  the  "New  School  System," 
being  one  of  purely  outward  application  of  salves 
and  ointments,  which  are  made  by  himself  from 


I  roots  and  herbs,  called  Kasekraut,  and  the  prepara- 
I  tion  of  which  is  a  secret  of  his  own  discovery.  S<> 
j  successful  has  he  been  in  the  application  ol  this 
j  treatment  that,  in  the  past  eighteen  years.  m1  the 
I  25.CKX)  patients  who  have  been  treated  by  him  he 
;  has  not  lost  a  single  one  by  death.    The  d.iscovery 
'  of  tliis  system  was  brought  about  by  himself  in  an 
;  attempt  to  reduce  his  own  weight,  which  wiien  he 
was  twenty-two  years  of  age  had  reached  the  enorm- 
ous proporitons  of  ,302  pounds.    lie,  however,  suc- 
[  ceeded  in  reducing  his  weight  to  16S  pounds,  and 
with  astonishing  development  of  muscle.  Besides- 
I  his  office  at  No.  926  Main  street  (Cheney  building), 
Hartford,  he  has  branches  in  New  York,  Philadel- 
phia, and  Tiuffalo,  N.  Y.,  being  now  located  per- 
manently in  the  last  named  city,  at  No.  439  Dela- 
'  ware  avenue. 

I       In  addition  to  his  otlier  accomplishmenrs.  Dr. 
i  de  Collard  is  a  musical  composer  of  distinction,. 
I  and  many  of  his  compositions  are  well  known. 
I  Not  only  does  he  compose,  but  he  sings  as  well, 
[  having  a  rich  voice  of  great  compass  and  fiexibility. 
j  He  is  also  an  accomplished  linguist,  speaking  eight 
j  languages  fluently,  and  singing  in  each,  while  in 
1  swordsmanship  he  is  well  known  to  excel.    As  a_ 
I  remarkably  clever  penman  he  may  be  said  to  be 
without  a  peer,' and  a  demonstration  of  the  fact 
1  exists  in  a  piece  of  work,  done  in  pen  and  ink  by  his  . 
I  own  hand,  hanging  in  his  office,    it  is  a  copy  of  the 
I  "Declaration  of  Independence,"  written  so  tha:  each 
sentence  or  word  indicates  a  nerve  of  the  head, 
j  This  w'ork  is  done  so  finely  that  it  is  impossible  to  ■ 
read  it  without  the  aid  of  a  powerful  magnifying^ 
glass,  and  what  makes  it  even  more  remarkable  is 
the  fact  that  it  was  done  purely  from  memory,  and 
without  the  aid  of  any  drawing  or  plan ! 

HON.  HENRY  NORRIS  GALPIN.  The 
family  (3f  the  late  ]Mr.  Galpin,  whose  name  and  mem- 
ory are  held  in  high  esteem  throughout  Ilerlin 
town,  is  of  English  descent. 

John  Galpin,  the  ancestor  in  the  eighth,  genera- 
tion preceding  Henry  N.,  is  the  progenitor  from 
whom  this  branch  of  the  American  Galpins  claims 
descent.  He  lived  and  died  in  England  toward  the 
close  of  the  sixteenth  century,  but  of  his  ante- 
cedents or  collateral  connections  comparatively  little 
is  known.  His  son,  Philip,  emigrated  from  Bristol, 
and  took  up  his  home  in  New  Haven.  From  that 
point  he  removed  to  Stratford,  where,  in  1646.  he 
married  Elizabeth  Smith,  who  bore  him  two  chil- 
dren. The  next  in  line  of  descent.  Samuel  Galpin 
(the  grcat-great-great-grandfather  of  Henry  Nor- 
ris),  was  born  in  1650.  He.  too.  lived  in  Stratford, 
and  about  1679  married  Elizabeth  Peat,  of  his  na- 
tive village,  liy  whom  he  was  the  father  of  two 
children.  One  of  these,  named  Caleb,  was  Wm\  in 
!  1691,  and  died  Sejit.  16,  1753.  in  Berlin,  whither 
he  removed  from  Stratford,  and  where  he  owned  a 
farm.  On  Feb.  24,  1708,  he  married  Elizabeth 
Baldwin,  who  was,  like  himself,  a  native  of  Strat- 
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ford,  I'orn  Xov.  5.  iCv)^  Tlicv  were  the  parents 
of  tiqiu  children,  ct  wluun  Amos,  tlie  great-grand- 
fall".er  of  the  geiitleinau  whose  name  api)cars  at  the 
liead  of  this  memoir,  was  Uuii  Pee.  2,  ij-.v  and 
tiled  Oct.  10.  1S15.  He  married  Anna  raiters(^n. 
v.lio  was  Iiorn  in  17-4,  a  daughur  of  I'.dward  Pat- 
terson, and  died  Jan.  20.  iSoj^.  Her  l)rothers  Ed- 
ward and  W'iUiam  are  beheved  to  have  been  the 
first  mannfacturers  of  tmware  in  the  United  States. 
Their  factory  was  sitnated  in  i'-erlin.  on  the  thor- 
ongiifare  tlien  known  as  Lower  Lane,  now  W  est 
street.  Amos  Cialpin  was  a  native  oi  15er!in.  a 
farmer  and  large  land  owner.  He  was  the  father 
of  tliree  chiUlren,  one  of  whom,  Thomas,  was  the 
grandfather  of  Henry  X.  He  was  born  Pel).  6, 
1757,  and  died  Xov.  17,  180J.  His  birthplace  is 
supposed  to  have  been  Berlin,  and  he  is  believed  to 
have  built  the  present  Bosworth  homestead.  On 
April  3,  1783,  he  married  Ruth  Goodrich,  who  was 
Ijorn  in  1701,  and  survived  him  until  July  24,  1843. 
I-'ive  children  were  born  to  them,  one  of  whom, 
Xorris,  was  the  father  of  the  late  Henry  Xorris 
Gaipin.  Xorris  Galpin  was  born  in  Berlin  March 
22,  1794,  and  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Patterson 
Tinware  Co.  He  died  in  Xcw  York.  His  wife, 
Hcpzibah  Wilcox,  was  born  in  1796,  and  died  in 
1853.  They  were  married  Aug.  19,  18 18,  and  had 
but  one  child,  Henry  Xorris  Galpin. 

Our  subject  was  born  at  the  lower  end  of  Ber- 
lin street,  Berlin,  Dec.  22,  1820.  He  enjoyed  the 
advantages  of  attendance  at  the  common  schools  and 
academy  of  his  native  place,  but,  his  father  dying 
while  he  was  quite  young,  he  was  obliged  to  begin 
the  battle  of  life  at  a  comparatively  early  age.  His 
first  inclination  w^as  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  harness- 
maker,  and  he  actnallv  spent  some  time  in  acquir- 
ing a  knowledge  of  its  principles,  but  finding  it 
distasteful  he  abandoned  its  pursuit  to  become  a 
clerk  in  the  store  of  Edward  Wilcox.  He  filled  this 
IK)sition — under  Edward  Wilcox  and  his  successor, 
Samuel  C.  Wilcox — until  the  early  "50s,  when, 
through  hard  work,  prudence  and  economy,  he 
found  himself  able  to  purchase  the  business,  which 
he  carried  on  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
was  also  the  owner  of  the  land  where  now  stands 
the  home  of  Mr.  Wilcox,  but  exchanged  this  with 
the  latter,  in  1861,  for  land  adjoining  his  store. 
Here  he  purchased  the  house  which  is  yet  occupied 
by  his  widow.  In  1861  his  store  and  stock  were 
destroyed  by  fire,  but  he  rebuilt  and  resumed  busi- 
ness on  the  same  site,  and  continued  to  personally 
supervise  the  establishment  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  Dec.  22,  1892,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  during  th.e  latter  years  of  his  life  his  health 
was  enfeebled  through  partial  paralysis,  resulting 
from  a  fall  in  1883. 

The  character  of  Mr.  Galpin  was  one  of  those 
rare  combinations  of  keen  business  sagacity  with 
open-hearted,  open-handed  generosity  which  are 
seldom  found.  He  was  a  man  universally  rcsjjected 
and  beloved  for  his  public  spirit,  his  high  moral 
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'  character,  and  his  sympathetic  nature.    His  ears 
i  and  his  purse  were  ever  open  in  response  to  th.e 
'  necessities  of  a  friend,  and  his  blameless  life  at  once 
challenged  and  defied  criticism.    An  earnest  and 
sincere  L  hrislian.  b.e  was  a  i)rominent  and  consistent 
menil.>er  of  the  Gongregati'  nal  Church,  of  which  he 
was  treasurer  at  the  tune  of  his  death,  and  wb.ose 
\  work  he  generously  aided.  l)otli  by  personal  effort 
'  and  bv  lilieral  donatic^ns.    He  was  prominent  and 
influential  in  both  public  and  commercial  affairs. 
Prior  to  18O0  he  aftiliated  with  the  Democratic  party, 
but  the  oi)en  advocacy  of  the  doctrines  of  secession 
bv  a  wing  of  that  organization  drove  him  into  the 
I  fold  of  the  Republicans,  with  whom  he  was  ever 
;  afterward  identified.    Eor  many  years  he  was  town 
;  autlitor,  and  in  1863,  1880  and  1882  represented 
i  his  town  in  the  Legislature.    He  was  school  treas- 
i  urer  of  District  Xo.  5,  from  1S78  until  his  decease, 
and  was  also  a  trustee  of  the  Selden  school  fund. 
He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Wilcox  Ceme- 
tery Association,  and  its  first  president,  an  office 
1  which  he  held  until  he  himself  was  called  aw"ay. 
;  In  1845  ^""^  received  his  first  commission  as  post- 
I  master  at  Berlin,  and  held  the  office  almost  con- 
j  tinuouslv  until  his  death,  it  being  located  in  his  store, 
j  In  commercial  enterprises  of  a  semi-public  nature 
he  was  eciually  prominent.    At  the  time  of  his  death 
j  he  was  a  director  in  the  Berlin  Iron  Bridge  Co.,  as- 
he  had  been  for  several  years ;  and  was  also  vice- 
'  president  of  the  Berlin  Savings  Bank,  an  office 
which  he  had  held  since  the  organization  of  the 
j  bank,  in  1873.    The  death  of  such  a  citizen  naturally 
'  caused  wide-spread  sorrow  in  the  community  where 
!  Ins  long  and  useful  life  had  been  spent.  Faithful 
;  in  every  relation  of  public  and  private  life,  he  left 
'  to  his  family  a  memory  which  is  in  itself  a  precious 
j  heritage. 

'       Mr.  Galpin  was  three  times  married.    His  first 
I  wife  was  Tamson  Eliza  Dowd,  of  East  Berlin,  who 
I  was  born  in  1823,  and  to  whom  he  was  married 
j  June  25,  1845.    The  fruit  of  the  union  was  one 
[  daughter,  who  died  in  infancy.      The  first  Mrs. 
;  Cialpin  died  April  26,  1846,  and  on  April  26,  1S64, 
j  he  married  her  sister,  Harriet  A.  Dowd,  who  was 
i  born  in  1832,  and  died  July  3,  1865.    She  had  been 
I  a  teacher  at  Temple  Grove  Seminary.  Saratoga,  X*. 
;  Y.,  before  marriage.    A  daughter  was  born  of  this 
I  union,  also,  who  lived  for  a  little  more  than  twelve 
!  months.    ]Mr.  Galpin's  third  marriage  was  solemn- 
ized Oct.  2,  1867,  when  he  was  united  to  Airs. 
Eliza  (Sanford)  Booth,  of  Seymour,  Conn.,  who 
was  born  Dec.  14,  1838.    This  marriage  was  blessed 
;  with  three  children:    Mary,  born  Julv  24,  186S; 
'  Ruth,  Dec.  4,  1870;  and  Helen,  May  23,  1879.  '^^^ 
I  eldest  daughter  was  married,  June  24,  189 1,  to  Ern- 
est W.  ?dildrum,  of  East  Berlin,  a  contractor  for 
the  Peck,  Stow  &  Wilcox  Co.    Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mil- 
!  drum  have  one  daughter,  Elizabeth,  born  May  7, 
I  1894.    The  second  daughter,  liutli,  who,  as  did 
\  both  her  sisters,  graduated  from  the  X'ew  IWitain 
high  school,  lives  at  home,  with  her  mother.  The 
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youiiiTost  uaughtcr,  Helen,  is  one  of  the  alunin;u  of  | 
Tcnipio  Grove  Seminary,  having  graduated  from  i 
that  mstitution  in  )Sy8.    She,  too,  remains  at  hi'nie.  : 

CHHXEV  r.Re/niEKS.  Th.  growtli  and  iip- 
pearance  of  the  village  of  South  .Manehe^ter,  ered-  ' 
iied  with  being  the  mod'.'l  matutfacturmg  p'.'int  in 
Xcw  England,  are  due  to  the  energy  ot  the  Chenev  j 
Brothers,  inanulaeturers,  whose  silk  mills  are  the  ! 
j-.u^rleus  around  whieh  have  elustered  the  eomfortable  | 
residenets  for  operatives  and  other  employes,  as  ! 
well  as  chnrclies,  schools  and  other  public  buildings.  I 

On  the  north  side  of  the  street,  extending  east,  ^ 
from  the  center  of  the  town,  a  hundred  _\"ears  ago  | 
were  the  farms  and  residences  of  the  brothers  Tim-  ; 
othy,  Benjamin  and  Silas  Cheriey.  On  the  south  { 
side  of  the  same  street,  and  west  of  the  north  and  i 
south  highway,  tracts  of  land  were  owned  by  Rich-  j 
arc!  Pitkin.  Xear  his  residence,  a  mile  east  of  the  ; 
Center,  was  the  chief  place  of  business  at  the  time  i 
of  the  Revolution.  Man.ufacturing  enterprises  had  | 
an  early  begmning  but  a  limited  development  in  \ 
this  section  as  compared  with  others.  Timothy  \ 
•Clieney  (as  well  as  his  brother  Benjamin)  was  | 
"notable  as  one  of  the  first  clockmakers  of  Xew  Eng-  i 
land.  In  those  days  the  tisual  timepiece  was  the  ' 
aioon-mark  on  the  kitchen  floor,  and  clocks  were  | 
Tare  and  costly.  Those  made  by  Timothy  Cheney  | 
-and  his  brother  had  tall  carved  cherry-wood  cases  ! 
and  wooden  works,  some  of  which,  after  the  lapse  i 
of  a  century,  are  still  keeping  good  time.  In  their  j 
workshop  John  Fitch,  whose  invention  of  the  steam- 
boat antedates  that  of  Fulton,  was  an  apprentice,  and  ! 
received  his  first  lesson  in  mechanics.  ! 

The  manufacturing  enterprise  of  the  town  of  ! 
ZMancliester  most  remarkable  for  its  growth  is  that  i 
of  the  Cheney  Brothers.  Xear  the  close  of  the  ! 
last  century  Tiniothv  Cheney  removed  to  a  farm  ! 
about  a  mile  s'Jtith  of  his  former  home  at  the  Center,  ; 
and,  improving  the  water  power,  built  a  sawmill  j 
and  gristmill  on  the  stream,  and  near  it  the  house  ! 
yet  known  in  South  Manchester  as  the  Cheney  ! 
homestead,  ^\'hen  he  died,  in  I7y5,  his  son  Tim-  | 
othy  returned  to  the  former  home  at  tl:e  Center. 
While  George,  another  son,  occupied  the  latter  ; 
liouse,  and  there  passed  his  life,  an  influential  citizen  | 
in  his  generation,  as  his  father  had  been  before  | 
him.  George  Cheney  was  married,  Oct.  i8,  1798,  j 
to  Electa  V\"oodbridge,  and  their  children  were :  I 
George  Wells,  John,'"  Charles,  Ralpii,  Seth  Wells,  j 
Ward,  Rush,  Frank,  and  Electa  (  wife  of  Hon.  , 
Richard  Goodman,  of  Lenox,  Mass.;.  Several  of  | 
the  sons,  after  the  manner  of  Xew  England  boys,  | 
left  lionie  in  youth  to  engage  in  various  pursuits.  | 
Jolin  and  Seth  became  artists  of  rare  skill  and 
gennis,  and  gave  their  energies  chieily  to  their  pro- 
fession, but  had  part  in  the  business  enterprises  of  j 
their  brothers.  Seth  W.  Cheney  died,  greatly  la-  j 
mented.  in  1856,  at  the  age  of  forty-six.  Charles  ! 
and  Ward  were  for  several  years  merchants  in  1 
IVovidence,  Charles  later  going  to  Ohio,  Vvliere  he 


bought  a  farm  near  Cincinnati.  The  brothers  who 
remained  at  home  became  afterward  interested  in 
experiments  in  .^ilk  culture.  In  March,  i83('>,  thev 
l»udt  a  sni.ili  null  kni_)wn  as  the  -Mfumt  Xebo  Siik 
-"^iill.  and  began  the  mamitaciure  01  sewing  siik — 
llu'ir  first  venture  as  silk  manufacturers.  C)n  the 
ri>e  uf-  the  nionis  iiiulricaiilis  speculation  Ward, 
1-rank,  Charles,  Ralph  and  Rush  Cheney  went  with, 
ardor  hito  the  culture  of  mulberry  trees,  Charles 
Chene}-  conducting  his  exjieriments  on  his  farm  in 
Ohio.  The  three  others  took  a  farm  at  Burlington, 
X.  J.,  where  th.ey  had  nurseries  and  coclh meries, 
and  where  they  published  for  a  year  or  two  The 
Siik  Grozccr  and  Fanners  Manual,  in  1841,  after 
the  collapse  of  tlie  speculation  throughout  the  coun- 
try, the  brothers  returned  to  South.  -Manchester 
and  re-opened  the  Mount  Xebo  mill,  making  sewing- 
silk  from  imported  raw  silk.  From  tliis  time  dates 
the  steady  doselopnient  of  the  silk  industry.  The 
next  ten  years  were  years  of  experiment  and  study 
aided  by  travel  and  close  observation  of  what  had 
been  done  abroad.  Fraternal  co-operation,  natural 
ingenuity,  and  untiring  application  were  the  factors 
wdiich  produced  success,  in  1S55  they  made  their 
first  experiments  in  the  production  of  spun  silk 
from  pierced  cocoons,  floss,  silk  waste,  and  wdiat- 
ever  silk  cannot  be  reeled.  These  hitherto  almost 
waste  materials  have  by  special  machinery  been 
spun  into  fine  yarns  and  woven  into  beautiful  and 
durable  fabrics.  From  a  small  beginning  this  new 
industry,  developed  by  years  of  patient  and  costly 
experiment,  grew  to  be  the  specialty  of  the  business. 
The  present  company  was  incorporated  in  1S54, 
under  the  name  of  Cheney  Brothers  Silk  Manu- 
facturing Company,  with  a  capital  of  one  million 
dollars.  During  the  same  year,  the  growth  of  the 
business  reqtulring  a  larger  number  of  hands  tlian 
could  be  obtained  at  that  time  except  in  cities,  a  mil! 
was  built  in  Hartford,  of  which  Charles  Cheney 
had  special  charge  until  1868,  when  he  returned  to 
South  Manchester.  The  original  ^ilount  Xebo  mil! 
was  a  small  buildiiig,  with  machinery  driven  by 
water  power,  and  gave  employment  to  hair  a  dozen 
hands.  In  place  of  this  has  arisen  the  group  of 
buildings  knov.-n  as  tlie  Old  3.1iil,  comprising  the 
business  and  other  departments,  for  weaving,  dyeing, 
finishing  and  preparing  goods  for  shipment.  In 
1871  the  X'ew  Mill  (so  called)  was  erected,  con- 
sisting of  four  three-story  brick  bvnidings,  each  250 
feet  long,  and  connected  by  a  common  front.  The 
Lower  Alill  is  a  third  group,  comprising  a  large 
carpenter  shop  and  the  building  formerly  used  for 
velvet  weaving:,  X'ear  by  are  also  the  gas  works, 
foi  lighting  tlie  mills  and  tlie  wh.ole  village.  Cheney's 
Hall  is  a  spacious  brick  building  wliich  serves  an 
important  purpose  as  a  place  of  meeting  for  re- 
ligious, literarv  and  social  occasions.  The  public 
library  and  reading  room,  till  recently  occupying 
the  basement,  have  been  removed  to  a  building 
specially  provided.  The  number  of  names  on  tljc 
Cheney  pay-rolls  has  increased  from  the  original 
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half  tlozcn  to  over  2,8c.K).  The  mills  are  moilcls 
of  order  and  convenience  in  their  internal  arranjje- 
n;ents,  while  their  attractive  surroundnigs  mani- 
fest the  same  taste  and  care  that  appear  alike  in  the 
private  grounds  and  residence  of  the  proprietors, 
and  in  the  comely  cottages  and  shaded  avenues  of 
the  village. 

In  iScK)  the  Cheney  Brothers  built  between 
South  Manchester  and  Xortli  Mancliester  the  branch 
railroad  connecting  with  what  is  now  the  Xew  Eng- 
land railroad.  This  line,  from  the  date  of  its  open- 
ing as  the  Hartford,  Providence  «!i  I'ishkill  road, 
in  1S50,  to  the  present  time,  when  eight  or  more 
passenger  trains  each  way  daily  connect  the  villages 
with  Hartford,  Xew  York,  Providence,  and  Bos- 
ton, has  been  an  important  factor  in  the  grov.'th  of 
the  town,  to  which  also  the  branch  road  lias  con- 
tributed in  no  small  degree.  | 

I 

PATRICK  DE\'1XE.    This  gentleman,  who  ' 
spent  his  early  manhood  in  active  business,  and  , 
mainly  in  agricultural  pursuits,  is  now  living  re- 
tired upon  his  fine  farm  in  West  Sutfield.    A  man 
of  great  energy  and  more  than  ordinary  business 
capacity,  his  success  in  life  is  due  to  his  own  well-  \ 
directed  etlorts  and  sound  judgment.  I 

Air.  Devine  was  born  in  Mohill  parish,  County 
Leitrim,  Ireland,  !March  20,  182 1,  and  is  a  son  01 
Thomas  and  Ellen  (Flynn)  Devine,  farming  people,  i 
v/ho  spent  their  entire  lives  in  that  parish.  In 
their  family  were  the  following  children :  Bridget, 
who  died  in  her  native  land ;  Cornelius,  who  died 
in  Hartford  county.  Conn. ;  2\Iary,  who  married 
Bernard  Byrne;  Thomas,  who  died  m  Ireland; 
Patrick,  our  subject;  Ellen,  wife  of  Robert  \'an- 
Houten;  and  Annie,  who  died  in  Ireland.    The  , 
family  were  all  devout  members  of  the  Catholic  i 
Church.  j 

Patrick  Devine  was  educated  in  the  subscrip-  ! 
lion  schools  of  his  native  land,  and  began  life  there  i 
as  a  farmer,  remaining  with  his  parents  until  1849,  , 
when  he  went  to  Berwickshire,  Scotland.  Shortly 
afterward,  however,  he  moved  to  Liverpool,  Eng-  \ 
land,  and  in  1850  left  that  port  on  tlie  sailing-ves-  ; 
sel  "Anna  Tift,"  which  reached  the  harbor  of  Xew  j 
York  after  a  voyage  of  seven  wx-eks.  Proceeding  j 
at  once  to  Suflield,  Conn.,  he  found  employment  , 
on  the  farm  of  Isaac  Phelon,  with  whom  he  re-  | 
mained  for  five  years.  During  the  following  eleven 
years  he  worked  on  the  farm  of  Sydney  Kent,  and 
from  there  removed  to  "Windsor  Locks,  where  he  \ 
spent  five  years  on  the  farm  of  James  Coogan.  Re-  ; 
turning  to  the  tov.-n  of  Suffield.  in  1872,  he  bought  : 
tlie  X'orman  Clark  farm  of  si.xty  acres  in  West  j 
Suffield,  on  wl.ich  he  has  made  many  useful  im-  i 
provements  v/hich  add  greatly  to  its  value  and  at-  i 
tractive  appearance.  Here  he  successfully  engaged  , 
in  tobacco  growing,  dairying  and  general  farm- 
ing- initil  he  laid  aside  business  cares  to  enjoy  a  , 
■well-earned  rest.  j 

At  Windsor  Locks,  Conn.,  March  3,  1862,  Mr.  '> 


Devine  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Marv 
Cl'Earreli,  who  was  born  in  the  same  parish  as  our 
subject,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  ten.  chil- 
dren, four  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Uf  the  others, 
(_!)  -Mary  is  now  the  wife  of  ^lartin  J.  Furey,  a 
paper  manufacturer,  and  they  have  had  seven  chil- 
dren :  Ma-ry  R.  and  Elizabeth  E.  (twins j;  J<)hn 
A.,  who  died  young ;  James :  Helen ;  Marguerite, 
and  [Martha.  (2)  'ihomas  F.  began  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Suitield,  was  graduated  from 
the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute  in  1SS7,  and  has 
since  taught  in  the  public  schools  and  academv  at 
Southwick;  Mass.,  one  year,  the  Suflield  public 
school  one  year,  and  the  Warehouse  Point  school 
two  years.  In  1S93  graduated  from  Holy  Cross 
College,  ^^'orcester,  !Mass.,  then  attended  George- 
town College,  \\  ashingion,  D.  C,  in  1S93-94.  and 
was  graduated  in  1894  with  the  degree  of  A.  M. 
He  has  since  filled  the  position  of  principal  of  the 
Bank  street  school,  Waterbury,  Xew  Haven  Co., 
Conn.  He  is  a  }Oung  man  of  culture  and  refine- 
ment and  genial  disposition,  is  a  Democrat  in  poli- 
tics, and  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Foresters.  (3J  Ellen  M.  is  at  home.  (4)  Eliza- 
beth F.  attended  the  public  schools  of  Suffield,  aiul 
also  the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute,  where  slie 
was  graduated  in  1S90,  and  has  since  engaged  in 
teaching:  Two  years  in  the  Suffield  public  schools; 
four  years  in  Plainville,  Conn. ;  one  term  in  Water- 
bur}',  and  two  and  one-half  years  in  [Manchester. 
(5)  Martha  R.  was  also  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Suffield,  and  in  the  Connecticut  Literarv 
Institute,  graduating  from  the  latter  in  1893,  since 
which  time  she  has  taught  in  the  public  schools  of 
Berlin,  Conn.,  for  five  years,  and  at  Windsor  Locks 
two  years.  (6)  John  J.  is  at  home.  The  family 
is  very  intellectual,  and  one  of  social  prominence 
in  the  community  where  they  reside.  They  all 
hold  membership  in  the  Catholic  Church,  and  po- 
litically Air.  Devine  is  identified  with  the  Democratic 
party.  He  is  a  well-read  man,  possessing  a  good 
fund  of  general  information,  is  upright  and  hon- 
orable in  all  his  dealings,  and  his  integrity  is  un- 
questioned. 

John  O'Farrell,  father  of  Mrs.  Devine,  was  born 
in  County  Leitrim,  Ireland,  and  was  a  son  of  Pat- 
rick O'Farrell,  a  native  of  the  same  county,  and  a 
farmer  by  occupation.  The  O'Farrells  were  quite 
prominent  in  Ireland  during  the  reign  of  Charles  ■ 
I  of  England,  but  during  the  days  of  Cromwell 
they  suffered  many  persecutions,  and  their  lands, 
now.  known  as  X'ewtuwn,  and  owned  by  Lord 
Forbes,  v,-ere  confiscated  by  Cromwell  and  his  follow- 
ers. John  OT-"arrell  was  reared  in  his  native  coun- 
try, and  there  followed  farming  for  some  time  after 
reaching  manhood.  He  wedded  Margaret  Shan- 
ley,  of  the  same  county,  a  daughter  of  John  Shan- 
ley,  and  to  them  were  born  four  children,  namely: 
Patrick,  who  died  unmarried  in  \\'in(lsor  Locks, 
Conn.;  Mary,  wife  of  our  subject:  Bridget,  wife 
of  Thomas  Hancock,  of  Windsor  Locks;  and  Mar- 
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g-arct,  wife  of  Patrick  McCiinncv,  of  tlic  same  place. 
1p.  l84t>  Mr.  O'l'arrell  eniiiarked  at  Liverixnil  on 
a  sailiui;- vessel,  which  was  wrecked  two  days  later 
and  had  to  return  to  land  l(.)r  repairs.  I'inally, 
however,  he  reached  Xew  York  in  safety,  and  came 
at  once  to  Suffield,  Conn.,  where  lie  eng-aged  in 
farming  for  some  time,  but  later  hought  a  farm  at 
Windsor  Locks  and  made  that  place  his  home  un- 
til called  from  this  life,  in  1S95.  He  was  joined 
in  his  new  home  by  his  wife  and  children,  in  1S55. 
and  here  the  former  died  in  1886,  the  remains  of 
both  being  interred  in  the  Catliolic  cemetery  at 
Windsor  Locks.  The  family  were  all  connected 
the  Catholic  Church,  and  ]\Ir.  O'Farrell  was 
a  stalwart  Democrat  in  politics. 

HON.  HEXRY  TOLLHS,  a  prominent  resi- 
dent of  Xew  Britain,  well  deserves  to  be  called  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  the  lock  industry,  as  his  skill 
and  energy  have  been  the  maji  factors  in  organiz- 
ing- and  maintaining  the  work  of  several  factories 
now  widelv  known  to  the  trade  in  that  connection. 
In  taking  an  active  and  intluenlial  part  in  the  vari- 
ous progressive  movements  of  the  locality  he  has 
also  shown  a  public  spirit  which  is  worthy  of  emu- 
lation, and  the  story  of  his  life  will  be  read  with 
especial  interest. 

Mr.  Tolles  is  a  descendant  of  an  old  English 
family,  and  his  ancestors  came  to  Connecticut  at 
an  early  date,  his  great-grandfather  having  been  a 
resident  of  W'oodbridge.  Lyman  Tolles.  his  grand- 
father, was  born  in  W'oodbridge,  Conn.,  and  became 
a  successful  farmer,  settling  at  Plymouth,  Litch- 
field county.  As  a  citizen  he  was  held  in  high  es- 
teem, and  for  many  years  he  was  prominent 
in  St.  Peter's  Episcopal  Church,  at  Plymouth,  in  \ 
which  his  sons  were  also  active  members,  Orris  and 
Nathan  serving  as  vestrymen,  and  Zenas  and  Ly- 
man, Jr.,  in  other  official  positions.  Plis  wife  was 
Massie  Russell.  Of  their  five  children,  our  subject's 
father.  Orris  Tolles,  was  the  eldest.  (2  )  Sally  mar- 
ried a  Mr.  Horton,  and  went  to  Ohio.-  (3)  Xatlian, 
born  Jan.  23,  1795,  resided  in  Plymouth  during  the 
greater  part  of  his  life,  but  died  in  Xw  Britain. 
On  Dec.  17,  1823,  he  married  Pattie  Jorden,  who 
was  born  April  3c,  1800,  and  died  in  1866.  (4)  Ly- 
man lived  and  died  in  Plymouth.  (5)  Zenas  lived 
and  died  on  the  homestead,  and  was  one  of  the  prom- 
inent men  of  the  town,  serving  as  selectman  and  a 
member  of  the  oldtime  militia. 

Orris  Tolles  was  born  in  Plymouth  Feb.  22, 
1793,  and  became  a  clock-maker  by  occupation,  he 
and  his  brother  X'athan  being  employed  for  many 
years  by  Hoadly  &  Thomas,  and  then  by  Seth 
Thomas.  He  also  owned  a  farm  of  100  acres  at 
Plymouth  (now  Thomaston),  and  by  his  thrifty 
management  accumulated  a  fine  competenfe.  He 
removed  to  Xew  Britain,  and  died  there  Dec.  19, 
1863.  In  politics  he  was  a  stanch  Democrat.  On 
Dec.  19,  1815,  he  married  Plannah  Jorden,  and 
they  had  the  following  children :    Harriet,  born 


Sept.  24,  1816,  married  Riley  Hine,  and  died  Xov. 
12,  1845.  George,  born  Jan.  13.  1819.  died  in  1896, 
at  Indianapolis,  Intl.  ;  he  married  Catherine  Wright, 
and  settled  in  Indiana,  where  he  was  living  re- 
tired at  the  time  of  his  death.  Hemw,  our  subject, 
was  third  in  the  order  of  birth.  Martha,  Imtu 
April  4;  1828,  died  Aug.  27,  1828.  John,  Ixirn 
Feb.  7,  1S30,  was  a  mechanic  in  Russell  &  Erwin's 
factory  at  Xew  Britain,  and  died  Mav  i.  1888.  Ho- 
bart,  born  May  4,  1832.  died  March  8,  1848.  Ed- 
win, born  Xov.  29,  1834,  died  Jan.  24,  1836.  Mary, 
born  Feb.  i,  1837,  married  Alarcellus  Clark  ( now 
deceased),  and  now  resides  in  Plainville,  Conn.; 
2Ar.  Clark  was  at  one  time  a  member  of  the  Con- 
necticut Legislature,  and  for  twenty  years  was  post- 
master at  Xew  Britain,  being  retained  through,  sev- 
eral Republican  administrations,  notwithstanding- 
his  alfiliation  with  the  Democrats. 

Our  subject's  mother  belonged  to  a  well-known 
family  of  Huntington,  Coim.  Her  father,  Elijali 
J.  Jorden,  who  was  born  in  1745.  died  in  March. 
1825,  and  his  wife,  Hannah  Curtis,  was  born  July 
12,  1745,  and  died  Aug.  18,  1836,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-one  years.  This  worthy  coup'e  had 
a  large  family  of  children:  Timothy,  born  Feb.  5, 
1766;  Sally,  April  i,  1768;  David,  July  12,  1770; 
Eliza,  July  12,  1772;  Miles,  ]\Iay  19,  1774;  SamueU 
July  10,  1776:  Polly,  Xov.  8,  1778  (died  Aug.  13, 
1780)  ;  Isaac,  ^March  10,  1781  (died  Sept.  12.  1797)  ; 
Hannah,  June  2,  1783  (  died  June  16,  1854);  Ed- 
numd,  A.ug.  8,  1788;  Polly,  April  13,  1790;  Curtis. 
June  29,  1793. 

Henry  Tolles  was  born  Jan.  2,  1S22,  at  the  old 
home  in  Plymouth,  and  educated  mainly  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  that  town,  with  one  term  in  the  acad- 
\  emy.  For  some  years  he  attended  only  during  the 
winter  season,  but  he  managed  to  secure  a  good 
practical  education,  to  which  he  has  added  by  con- 
stant reading  on  current  topics,  liaving  been  a  sub- 
scriber to  the  Hartford  Times  for  fifty  years.  At 
eighteen  he  left  school,  and  at  nineteen  he  found 
employment  in  a  wood-turning  factory,  where  he 
worked  for  about  six  years.  The  next  seven  years 
I'.e  spent  in  L'nionville,  town  of  Farnnngton,  and 
in  the  fall  of  1848  he  removed  to  Xew  Britain, 
taking  a  position  in  the  lock  department  of  X'orth 
is:  Stanley,  with  whom  he  remained  imtil  the  firm 
was  merged  into  the  Russell  &  Erwin  Manufactur- 
ing Co.  After  spending  some  time  as  an  operator 
he  became  a  contractor,  in  partnership  with  the 
late  H.  M.  Dates,  their  business  employing  about 
125  men.  On  leaving  this  factory  Mr.  Tolles  re- 
mained out  of  business  for  two  or  three  years,  when 
j  he  was  engaged  at  a  handsome  salary  by  P.  &  i". 
Corbin  to  start  their  lock  department.  .After  six- 
teen years  with  this  firm  he  went  to  X'ew  Haven,  to 
I  organize  a  similar  department  for  J.  P*.  Sargeant 
&  Co.,  remaining  about  three  years,  and  since  1886 
he  has  been  living  in  retirement  in  Xew  Britain. 
Froiu  early  manhood  he  has  been  interested  in  poli- 
tics, and  until  1896  he  was  a  stanch  Democrat.  In 
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1861  ho  sorvod  as  a  nienibcr  of  tlic  Coriiiccticut 
Legislature,  being-  on  tlie  committee  on  Xew  Towns 
Probate  Districts,  and  at  times  he  has  held  local 
offices,  inchniing-  those  of  assessor,  member  of  the 
board  of  relief,  alderman,  and  ciumciiman  from  the 
Third  ward  of  Xew  Britain.  In  iS8>)  he  was  street 
commissioner  of  that  town,  and  for  six  rears  jiast 
he  has  been  park  commissioner.  He  is  a  leading 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church  at  Xew  Britain, 
in  which  Jie  has  served  as  vestryman  and  warden, 
and  for  many  years  he  has  been  active  in  the  work 
of  the  Masonic  Fraternity.  For  six  vears  he  was 
master  of  Harmony  Lodge,  Xo.  20.  F.  &  A.  M., 
and  after  the  organization  of  Centennial  Lodge  he 
served  it  six  years  in  the  same  rank  :  he  also  belongs 
to  Giddings  Chapter.  Xo.  24,  R.  A.  M. ;  Doric 
Council,  R.  &  S.  M..  in  which  he  was  higii  priest 
for  six  years;  and  Washington  Commandery,  Xo. 
I,  K.  T.,  at  Hartford. 

On  Dec.  15,  1S42,  },Ir.  Tolles  married  Miss 
Fanny  Kimberley,  who  was  born  Jan.  28,  1S24,  and 
died  r^Iarch  19,  1850.  On  March  26,  1852,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Ellen  Ford,  born  Jan.  21,  1821,  died  Feb. 
7,  1891.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had  three  chil- 
dren: Ellen,  born  Feb.  7,  1844,  now  the  wife  of 
Alfred  Finch,  of  Xew^  Britain,  agent  for  the  charity 
organization;  Edwin,  born  Jan.  12,  1846,  now-  in 
the  wholesale  cloth  business  in  Hartford ;  and  Ade- 
laide, born  Aug.  i,  1848,  who  married  ( first  j  W^ill- 
iam  H.  Porter,  of  Bristol.  Conn.:  and  (second) 
Edward  Alpress,  a  machinist  of  Xew  Britain.  By 
his  second  marriage  'Sir.  Tolles  had  one  son,  Will- 
iam H.,  born  Aug.  19,  1855,  who  died  Sept.  4,  of  the 
same  year. 

SAMUEL  AUSTIX  GARDXER,  of  Burnside, 
was  born  in  Manchester,  Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  June 
28,  1858,  and  descends  from  one  of  the  old  Colonial 
families  of  Xew^  England.  The  first  of  the  name 
in  Connecticut  was  Stephen  Gardner,  who  was 
among  the  early  settlers  of  Xew  London,  and  un- 
doubtedly came  from  Rhode  Island.  He  bought  a  | 
large  tract  of  land  near  the  "Great  Pond"  (after- 
ward named  Gardner's  Lake),  and  married  Amy 
Sherman,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Hannah 
(Money)  Sherman,  who  was  horn  Oct.  25,  1681. 
They  had  twelve  children,  born  in  the  following 
order:  Amy,  June  13,  1701J  Lydia,  Oct.  10,  1702; 
Stephen,  Feb.  24,  1704;  Benjamin,  April  18,  1706: 
Peregrine,  Jan.  24,  1707;  Daniel,  Dec.  14,  1709; 
Sarah,  Oct.  25,  171 1  ;  Hannah,  May  2,  1713;  Mehit- 
able,  May  22,  1715;  Abigail,  July  9,  1717;  David, 
June  28,  1720:  and  Jonathan,  April  18,  1724. 

Jonathan  Gardner,  the  youngest  of  this  family, 
first  married  Mary  Flaughton,  and  after  her  death 
married  Abia  Fitch,  twin  daughter  of  David  F. 
and  Sarah  (Sherwood)  Fitch.  To  th.e  latter  mar- 
riage were  \xjn\  four  children:  Amy,  in  1754; 
Mary,  in  1756;  Jonathan,  Dec.  2,  1758;  and  Lucy, 
in  1760. 

Jonathan  Gardner  (2),  born  in  1758,  was  a  ' 


soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  was  at  New 
York  when  the  British  took  possession  of  that  city, 
but  was  on  detail  duty,  which  prevented  his  taking 
j  part  in  combats,  }et  he  was  an  eyewitness  of  the 
j  battle  at  White  I'lains.  He  married  Jerusha  Hyde 
Stark,  Jan.  22,  1783,  three  children  being  born  to 
t!;em  :  Jerusha.  Xov.  21,  17S3  ;  Mary,  Jan.  10,  1786; 
antl  Roderick,  July  20,  178S. 

Roderick  Gardner  was  a  farmer  and  an  exten- 
sive land  owner,  lived  near  Gardner's  Lake,  and 
married  Amy  Miner,  a  native  of  Lvme,  Mav  23, 
1813.  She  bore  her  husband  twelve  children,  as 
follows:  Dyer  Hyde,  Feb.  11,  1814;  Ulysses  S., 
Dec.  16,  1815;  Ad'olphus  M.,  Aug.  10,  1S17;  An- 
drew J.,  Feb.  20,  1819;  Russell  S.,  Dec.  16,  1820; 
Lucius  L.,  Aug.  31,  1822;  Mary  AI.,  Oct.  10,  18:4; 
Austin,  July  2,  1826;  Anson,  May  19,  1829;  Al- 
bert A.,  Aug.  20.  1831  :  Emma  E.,  Aug.  24,  1833; 
and  Elisha  3.1. ,  July  13,  1836.  Roderick  Gardner, 
father  of  these  children,  and  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  a  pensioner  of  the  war  of  1812.  He 
represented  his  town,  Bozrah,  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature, when  it  met  in  Hartford,  in  1S30.  His  death 
took  place  Jan.  i,  1S49,  a"*^'  t'-'it  of  his  widow 
Alarch  6,  1866,  the  reniains  of  both  being  interred 
in  X'ew  London  county. 

Austin  Gardner,  father  of  our  subject,  was  bom 
near  Gardner's  Lake,  and  was  educated  in  the  local 
district  school.  East  Greenwich  xAcaderny  and  Wes- 
leyan  University.  He  learned  the  traclc  of  paint- 
ing, and  after  his  father's  death  he  taught  school 
in  the  Carolihas,  where  he  met  and  married  Miss 
Emily  Jane  Baker,  a  native  of  Benson,  \"t.,  and  also 
a  teacher.  Returning  to  th.e  Xortli  he  taught  in 
Manchester  Center,  near  the  soldiers'  monument, 
and  afterward  went  through  a  course  of  theological 
instruction  in  the  seminary  at  East  Windsor  Hill. 
His  first  charge  was  at  ^^'est  Granville,  Alass. ; 
thence  he  went  to  Jenksville,  ^lass.,  and  founded 
a  church ;  was  next  at  Canton  Center,  Conn.,  four 
years ;  then  three  years  at  \\'est  Suffield ;  later  was 
pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Bucking- 
ham for  fourteen  years :  spent  eight  years  at  War- 
ren;  and  is  now  at  Ashford,  having  thus  filled  out 
forty  years  in  the  ministry,  in  the  pulpit  each  Sun- 
day, with  but  two  exceptions.  To  his  marriage 
with  [Miss  Baker  five  children  have  been  born : 
Dwight  B.,  a  manufacturer  in  Chicago,  111. ;  Gene- 
vieve Theresa,  at  home:  Samuel  A.,  the  subject  of 
this  notice:  Harry  D.  J. ;  and  Frederick  R.,  who 
died  in  childhood.  The  fourth  of  this  family,  Harry 
D.  J.,  was  a  minister  of  the  Gospel,  and  was  about 
to  g-o  to  X'atal  as  a  missionary  for  the  American 
Board  wdien  he  was  suddenly  taken  ill.  and  died 
Xov.  27,  1888,  almost  on  the  eve  of  his  wedding. 

Samuel  Austin  Gardner  was  born  while  his  fa- 
ther was  teaching  school  in  IManchester,  and  shortly 
after  his  birth  his  parents  removed  to  East  Wind- 
sor Hill,  where  his  early  boyhood  years  were  passed. 
He  attended  the  district  schools  at  West  Suffield, 
Canton  Center  and  Ludlow  .Mills,  and  when  fifteen 
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years  of  age  started  in  life  on  his  own  account. 
His  first  experience  was  in  a  store  al  SuftieKl.  and 
he  was  later  engaged  in  Springfield,  Mass.,  as  a 
clerk  for  J.  S.  Marsh  tS:  Son,  grocers,  for  several 
years;  he  next  taught  school,  then  came  to  Ilurn- 
side,  and  for  several  years  was  eninloyed  in  the  store 
of  H.  T.  Hart.  He  was  next  eniplo\ed  as  a 
traveling  salesman  for  W  .  &  Vj.  Douglas'^,  ])ump 
manufacturers  of  Middletown,  and  while  in  their 
employ  traxeled  throughout  the  "W  est.  In  1S91 
he  entered  into  the  oil  business,  antl  remained  in 
it  for  about  nine  years.  At  one  time  he  was  presi- 
dent of  the  Otto  Miller  Co.,  of  Chicago.  Since  dis- 
posing of  his  oil  business  he  has  busied  himself 
with  looking  after  and  dealing  in  real  estate  and 
investments. 

Mr.  Gardner  was  joined  in  marriage,  May  20, 
1880,  with  Miss  Mary  E.  Fisk.  who  was  born  }>Iarch 
2,  1859,  a  daughter  of  D.  C.  and  }vlary  (Clark) 
Fisk,  of  Springfield,  Alass.,  and  the  marriage  has 
been  graced  with  three  children:  Harold  Irving, 
born  Jan.  24,  1882,  who  is  now  at  Yale  University; 
Amy  Louise,  born  Oct.  30,  1883,  who  is  a  student 
at  Northfield  Seminary;  and  Linda  Baker,  born 
Sept.  13,  1890.  ]Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gardner  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Burnside  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
of  which  "Sir.  Gardner  is  a  trustee.  In  politics  he 
is  a  Republican  in  National  affairs,  but  in  local 
issues  he  is  independent,  and  votes  for  the  can- 
didate best  suited,  in  his  opinion,  to  fill  the  office. 
Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  Crescent  Lodge, 
No.  25,  I.'  O.  O.  P.,  of  East  Hartford,  and  of  La- 
fayette Council,  Xo.  37,  O.  U.  A.  M.,  of  East  Hart- 
ford. As  a  citizen  and  business  man  he  is  univers- 
ally respected,  and  in  social  circles  he  and  wife  hold 
a  most  enviable  station. 

HOX.  L.  MULLALEY,  Jr.  Few  men  in  this 
section  have  shown  as  marked  capacity  for  business 
as  has  this  young  and  enterprising  merchant  of 
Windsor  who  has  built  up  the  largest  general  trade 
of  that  locality.  Xor  has  his  financial  success  been 
gained  at  the  expense  of  other  interests,  as  he  has 
found  time  to  help  forward  many  important  public 
movements  and  has  become  a  recognized  power  in 
local  politics.  liis  friends  and  adherents  are  to  be 
found  among  people  of  all  parties  and  creeds, 
his  wide  popularity  being  due  to  his  genuine  v.'orth 
as  a  man  and  citizen  rather  th.an  to  an  effort  on  his 
part  to  be  the  leader  of  a  faction.  The  story  of  his 
life,  involving  a  gradual  rise  from  poverty  to  afflu- 
ence, can  not  fail  to  be  of  interest. 

Born  in  Windsor,  Sept.  16,  1861,  he  is  of  Irish 
ancestry,  a  fact  of  which  his  ready  generosity  and 
warm-hearted  svmpathy  give  abundant  indications. 
His  grandfather,  John  Mullaley,  a  large  cattle  dealer 
in  County  Galway,  Ireland,  married  Margaret  Houli- 
han, and  reared  a  large  family  of  chddren,  none 
of  whotn  are  now  living.  One  of  the  sons,  John, 
died  in  Wisconsin,  in  March,  1897.  Lawrence  Mul- 
laley, Sr.,  our  subject's  father,  was  born  Dec.  23, 


1825,  in  County  Galway,  where  he  grew  to  manhood 
and  married  Miss  Margaret  Dooley,  a  native  of  tiie 
same  county.  In  1S51  he  came  to  the  United  States 
in  a  sailing-vessel,  the  vo_\  age  between  Liverpool 
ar.d  Xev>-  York  reijuiring  man_\'  weeks,  lie  hail 
already  gained  some  knowledge  of  the  tanner's  trade 
and  on  his  arri\"al  in  tliis  countrv  came  immediately 
to  Windsor  to  take  a  position  in  Henry  Halsey's 
tatmery.  .\t  that  time  Init  few  of  his  nationality 
had  ever  visited  this  sectiDU,  and  he  and  his  famib,' 
v.cre  regarded  with  some  curiosity,  but  his  sterling 
qualities  of  character  soon  won  the  respect  of  the 
Citizens.  By  her  careful  economy  his  estimable 
wife  aided  him  in  his  purpose  to  better  his  condition 
in  life,  and,  as  he  was  industrious,  he  was  able  after 
a  time  to  buy  a  comfortable  home  at  Windsor,  Conn., 
where  his  last  years  were  spent  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits. While  he  was  not  a  politician,  he  affiliated 
with  the  Democratic  party,  and  was  always  keenly 
interested  in  its  success,  liis  wife  died  April  25, 
189S,  and  he  survived  her  but  a  few  months,  dying 
Aug.  25  189S,  and  their  remains  now  rest  in  the 
cemetery  at  Blue  Hills.  Of  their  eight  children  six 
lived  to  adult  age,  our  subject  being  third  in  the 
order  of  birth. 

As  a  boy  our  subject  attended  school  in  Wind- 
sor, his  studies  in  the  common  schools  being  supple- 
mented by  a  course  in  the  academy.  His  spare 
time  was  spent  in  work  on  the  home  farm,  but  as  he 
had  strong  inclinations  toward  mercantile  life  he  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  secured  a  position  as  a  clerk  in 
M.  D.  ^Murphy's  store  at  Windsor.  Later  he  was 
employed  in  a  similar  capacity  by  D.  W.  Phelps  and 
the  firm  of  Clark  &  \\'elch,  of  that  town,  but  on 
being  oft'ered  a  position  in  a  railroad  office  in  Omaha, 
he  resigned,  thinking  the  change  would  be  desirable. 
His  parents  objected  to  his  going  so  far  from  home, 
and  in  deference  to  their  wishes  he  gave  up  his 
plan,  determining  to  engage  in  business  on  his  own 
account,  and  early  in  the  eighties  he  established  his 
present  general  store.  He  carries  on  a  credit  busi- 
ness, and  at  times  has  lost  heavily,  but  this  is  to  be 
attributed  to  a  generous  nature  rather  than  to  any 
lack  of  sagacity,  as  it  has  always  been  difficult  for 
him  to  refuse  a  favor.  He  has  gained  a  substantia! 
competence,  and  in  1894  he  built  a  fine  brick  resi- 
dence, one  of  the  best  in  the  village.  His  wife,  wlio 
w^as  formerly  INIiss  Maggie  C.  Kennan,  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  Kennan,  an  esteemed  resident  of  W  ind- 
sor  Locks.  Two  children  brighten  their  home,  Will- 
iam and  Ritter.  Mr.  and  r^Irs.  Mullaley  are  prom- 
inent in  religious  work  as  members  of  St.  Gabriel's 
Catholic  Church  at  Windsor,  and  this  sketch  would 
not  be  complete  without  a  further  niention  of  our 
subject's  influence  in  political  fields.  From  early 
nianhood  he  has  been  an  ardent  Democrat,  and  his 
sound  advice  has  been  valued  in  the  party  councils, 
but  lie  did  not  consent  to  enter  the  arena  as  a  candi- 
date until  he  was  nominated  by  his  party  as  a  rep- 
resentative in  the  Legislature.  The  usual  vote  of 
the  town  gives  over  one  hundred  Republican  pin- 
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rality,  >ct  I'.c  was  cloctcd  liv  a  plurality  of  sixty-four, 
beings  liie  first  Democrat  cIiosl-h  to  that  ofticL"  in  the 
town  in  more  than  twelve  years.  On  Oct.  17,  npo, 
he  was  electcil  for  senator  in  the  Third  district  ot  the 
old  town  ot  W'iiulsor,  C(Mniectirut. 

JAMKS  A.  (/iRlSWoLI  ).  In  the  rural  communi- 
ties of  Connecticut  a  high  type  of  citizenship  has 
always  prevailed,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  a 
leading  resident  of  East  Granli\-,  Hartford  county, 
is  a  typical  representative  of  the  nitelligent.  progres- 
sive and  public-'^piritcil  farmer.  His  home  gives 
evidence  of  taste  and  juiicious  use  of  ample  means, 
and  the  "whole-souled"  hospitality  of  Mr.  Griswold 
and  his  wife  makes  it  a  center  for  a  large  circle  of 
friends,  while  in  local  atiairs  he  exerts  a  recognized 
influence. 

The  Griswold  family  has  l)een  prominent  in 
Hartford  county  from  an  early  date,  our  subject's 
ancestors  having  been  identified  with  the  town  of 
Windsor  previous  to  its  organization.  James  A. 
Griswold  is  of  the  fifth  generation  in  direct  descent 
from  Elijah  Griswold.  Eevi  Griswold,  his  son,  the 
g^reat-grandfathcrof  oursubject,  resided  in  Windsor. 

Hiram  Griswold,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was 
born  and  reared  in  Windsor,  and  settled  upon  his 
homestead  at  Poquonock,  where  b.e  engagecl  in  the 
blacksmith's  trade  in  connection  with  the  cultivation 
of  his  farm.  The  place  was  unimproved,  and  he 
built  the  farm  buildings,  as  well  as  th.e  shop  in  which 
he  carried  on  his  trade.  He  was  a  resolute,  quick- 
tempered, outspoken  man.  but  generous  and  ready 
to  forgive,  and  his  iriends  were  numbered  bv  the 
score.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a  Universalist.  and 
politically  he  held  firmly  to  the  Democratic  party, 
often  declaring  that  he  would  stand  by  it  if  no 
other  adherent  could  be  found  in  the  United  Stales. 
Among  the  oftices  in  which  he  served  was  that  of 
selectman,  and  for  eiglit  years  he  was  constable  of 
his  town,  while  during  his  several  years  as  tax  col- 
lector no  one  dreamed  of  requiring  a  bond,  so  com- 
plete was  the  confidence  of  the  public  in  his  integ- 
rity. He  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty  years, 
and  his  remains  now  rest  in  tlie  tov/n  of  Windsor, 
beside  those  of  his  second  wife.  By  his  first  wife, 
Esther  (Bates),  he  had  one  son,  James  ^lonroc, 
our  subject's  father.  His  second  wife,  Hannah 
(Stanley),  who  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years, 
was  a  daughter  of  Roswell  Stanley.  They  had  a 
large  family  of  children,  of  whom  the  following 
lived  to  adult  age :  Esther,  widovr  of  John  A. 
Bruce,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn. ;  Hudson  N.,  a  farmer 
of  Windsor ;  Julia,  widow  of  James  Yeomans,  of 
Centerville,  S.  Dak.;  George  H.,  of  ^\'indsor ;  and 
Edgar  W.,  a  druggist  of  Centerville,  Soutli  Da- 
kota. 

James  Monroe  Griswold  was  born  Aug.  11,  1818, 
and  as  he  was  but  six  years  old  when  his  mother 
died,  he  was  taken  to  the  home  of  his  aunt,  Lucinda 
Bates,  with  whom  he  remained,  inheriting  her  farm 
of  160  acres.    His  education  was  obtained  in  the 


local  schools,  and  from  earlv  maidiood  lie  was  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits,  in  which,  he  u-as 
very  'success tul.  His  attention  was  largely  devoted 
to  stock  raising  and  tobacco  growing,  ar.d  he  was 

i  one  of  the  first  in  his  locality  to  cultivate  the  latter 
crop.  The  improvements  made  by  him  upon  the 
estate  were  of  a  substantial  nature,  including  good 
barns,  and  his  enterprise  and  thrift  were  shown  in 
numerous  ways.  Politically  he  was  a  Democrat; 
his  wife  was  a  devout  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church.  His  death  occurred  3.1ay  28.  1852, 
from  brain  fever,  and  his  remains  rest  in  East 
Granby  cemetery.  He  married  Miss  Catharine 
Phelps,  who  was  born  March  7.  1816,  in  Granby 
(now  East  Granbyj,  the  daughter  of  Gaylord 
Phelps,  a  well-to-do  farmer,  and  thev  had  three 
children:  Mary,  wife  of  George  Whiton.  of  Haz- 
ardville.  this  county;  Sarah  (deceased),  who  mar- 
ried Dr.  E.  E.  Case,  of  Hartford;  and  James  A., 
our  subject.  The  mother  married  (second)  R.  M. 
Weller,  of  Hartford,  but  her  last  days  were  spent 

!  at  the  homestead  of  our  subject,  where  she  died 

i  ]\Iarch  16,  1875. 

I  James  A.  Griswold  was  born  Peb.  18,  1848,  on 
I  the  homestead  where  he  now  resides,  and  as  he  was 
1  but  a  bov  when  his  father  died  his  mother's  gentle 
!  infiuence  was  the  main  factor  in  his  early  training, 
j  Plis  course  of  study  in  the  public  schools  of  the 
'  town  was  supplemented  by  an  attendance  at  the 
Connecticut  Literarv  Institute  at  Suftield,  and  since 
I  leaving  school  he  has  devoted  his  time  to  tlie  man- 
I  agement  of  his  farm,  a  fine  estate,  now  comprising- 
i  about  one  hundred  acres.  He  is  one  of  the  leading 
^  tobacco  growers  of  the  town,  and  as  a  general  farn:er 
;  has  met  with  marked  success,  being  thoroughly  prac- 
j  tical  and  scientific  in  his  methods.  In  politics  he  is 
'  a  Democrat  "dved  in  the  wool,"  and  while  he  does 
:  not  crave  for  official  honors  he  has  served  t\s-o  terms 
I  as  tax  collector.  For  many  years  he  lias  been  active 
I  in  the  work  of  the  East  Granby  Grange,  in  which 
I  he  holds  the  office  of  chaplain. 

\       In  1875  Mr.  Griswold  was  married,  in  Suffield. 
I  to  ]Miss Sarah  E.Warner,  and  four  clever  and  attrac- 
I  tive  children  have  blessed  the  unioit :  I\Iiss  Frances  C. 
j  and  Miss  Martha  E.  Griswold  are  successful  teach- 
'  ers ;  and  Emily  W.  and  Ethel  S.  are  at  home,  the 
;  latter  being  still  in  school.    The  family  are  identi- 
i  fied  with  the  Congregational  Church  at  East  Granby, 
j  and  with  the  best  social  circles  of  the  neighborhood. 
I  Mrs.  GriswoUl.  whose,  refinenient  and  amiability  are 
!  reflected  in  lier  daughters,  is  well-educated,  and  her 
I  mental  gifts  and  strength  of  character  give  her 
!  much  infiuence  among  her  associates.      She  was 
I  born  in  Suffield,  and  belongs  to  an  old  and  respected 
family  of  that  town,  being  one  of  three  children 
born  to  William  W.  and  Emily  L.  (Phelps)  Warner, 
natives  of  Suffield,  where  'both  spent  their  entire 
lives.    ;Mrs.  Warner  died  Jan.  19,  1859,  and  Mr. 
Warner  passed  away  Jan.  4,  1873.    Furtn.er  men- 
tion is  made  of  the  family  in  the  sketch  of  Isaac 
W.  Warner,  elsewliere. 
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XORRIS  ]!A1LMV,  a  jiriiminciu  oitizon  Xow 
Britain,  was  the  hr>l  to  o.-iai)lish  a  regular  clotli- 
icr's  business  in  that  city,  and  for  man)  years  he 
has  been  a  leatlini^  l)usiness  man  of  that  locality. 
He  attributes  uis  >ucccss  t<>  h.is  close  ;ittention  to 
business  and  his  pruilent,  conservative  management, 
and  his  sound  judginent  is  often  called  into  the  ser- 
vice of  others  as  administrator  and  executor  in  the 
settlement  of  estates. 

Mr.  llailev  l:as  maintained  his  health  and  vigor 
bevond  the  age  at  which  most  men  retire.  He  was 
born  March  8,  iSjj.  lie  comes  of  good  old  Colo- 
nial stock,  his  ancestors  having  settled  in  Connecti- 
cut at  an  early  day,  and  his  grandfather.  Caleb 
Bailev,  was  born  in  Hadilam.  Conn.,  son  of  Caleb 
Bailey  (i).  In  early  life  he  was  a  farmer.  He 
was  an  active,  energetic  man.  prominent  in  local 
afYairs,  and  was  a  soldier  during  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  enlisting  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  He  was 
captured  and  imprisoned  on  board  the  noted  "Jer- 
sey" prison  ship,  but  near  the  close  of  the  war  he 
was  stricken  with  vellow  fever  and  taken  on  shore, 
with  two  others,  to  die.  Strange  to  say,  he  re- 
covered, and  in  his  later  years  he  received  a  pension 
from  the  United  States  Government  in  recognition 
of  his  services.  He  married  a  Miss  Teweli,  of 
Middletown,  and  had  three  children :  Horace :  Al- 
fred ;  and  Almira,  who  married  William  Bowers. 

Horace  Bailey,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
Jan,  20,  1795,  in  Cromwell,  Conn.,  where  he  grew 
to  manhood.  As  a  young  man  he  engaged  in  busi- 
ness as  a  butcher  in  ^Middletow  n,  but  his  last  years 
were  spent  upon  a  small  farm  at  Berlin.  As  a 
business  man  he  was  successful,  while  his  public 
spirit  made  him  a  valued  citizen.  In  religious 
faith  he  was  a  Baptist,  and  politically  he  affiliated 
with  the  Democratic  party,  although  never  espe- 
ciallv  active  in  partisan  work.  His  death  occurred 
Dec.  24,  1867,  when  he  was  aged  seventy-two,  and 
his  wife,  Mary  Bunnell,  who  was  born  Oct.  21,  1794, 
died  July  7,  1883,  aged  eighty-nine  years.  She  was 
a  member  of  an  old  and  well-known  family  of  Sou:h- 
ington.  To  Horace  and  ]\Iary  Bailey  the  following 
children  were  horn:  Aurelia  A.,  born  Xov.  22, 
1815,  married  Eli  B.  Kelsey,  of  East  Berlin,  Coini., 
and  died  March  3,  1871  ;  Xorris,  our  subject,  is 
mentioned  more  fully  below  :  Horace,  twin  of  our 
subject,  was  torn  ]\Iarch  8,  1822,  and  engaged  in 
business  as  a  butcher  and  later  as  a  liveryman  in 
New  Britain,  where  he  died  Dec.  19,  1888:  Amariah 
C,  born  Oct.  22,  1828.  was  a  farmer  in  East  Ber- 
lin, where  he  died  April  4,  1896. 

Our  subject  was  born  at  -Middletown,  then  called 
Newfield,  and  was  educated  in  the  district  scliools 
of  East  Berlin  town.  Hartford  county,  his  attend- 
ance being  limited  to  the  winter  season  as  he  grew 
older.  At  sixteen  he  left  school  altogether,  and  1)e- 
gan  to  learn  the  tailor's  trade  with  Tiniothy  Board- 
man,  on  Berlin  street,  Berlin,  with  wh<3m  he  re- 
mained five  years  as  an  apprentice.  In  1843  he 
v.'ent  into  business  in  Bristol,  continuing  about  a 


year  and  a  half.    Abuiu  1S45  he  located  in  Xew 
Britain  and  oixmed  a   ^liiri.-  in  partnership  with 
David  Webster,  under  the  firm  name  of  W  ebster 
'  Ik  IJailev.    This  was  the  first  clothing  slt're  in  Xew 
Britain,    Later  A.  V.  Collins  joined  the  firm,  which 
l)ecame  Web.-ter,  Baikv  &  Co.,  and  on  the  death 
i  of  Mr.  Webster  it  became  Bailev  &  Collins.  The 
business  was  first  conducted  at  the  site  of  Mr. 
;  Damon's  present  store,  but  the  firm  lx)Ught  the  block 
known  as  Booth's  Corner,  w  hich  thev  held  for  some 
time.    In  1872  Mr.  Bailey  sold  his  interest,  and  he 
,  has  since  engaged  in  no  regular  business,  although 
for  about  five  years  he  was  president  and  treasurer 
of  the  Woven  Wire  Bed  Co.,  of  Xew  Britain.  Po- 
;  litically  he  is  a  steadfast  Republican,  but  he  has  not 
I  sought  or  held  office.    Tor  forty-five  years  he  has 
,  been  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  in 
'  former  vears  he  was  an  active  worker  in  the  I.  O. 

1  On  Sept.  26,  1843.  Mr.  Bailey  married  ]Miss 

I  Cornelia  L.  Parmelee,  daughter  of  Xathaniel  Parme- 

!  lee,  of  East  Berlin.    She  died  May  19,  1848,  and 

I  none  of  the  chiMren  of  this  union  hved  to  maturity. 

I  On  April  i,  1849,          Bailey  married  Roxey  D. 

Bulkeley,  daughter  of  William  Bulkeley,  of  Berlin, 

i  She  died  April  16,  1883,  leaving  no  chddren.  and 

I  he  was  married  Sept.  30.  18S6,  to  Miss  Ella  L.  Eow- 

j  ler,  daughter  of  Richard  Fowler,  of  Xew^  Haven, 

j  Conn.,  who  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Fredericks- 

i  burg. 

i  OLI\'ER  CROMWELL  TULLER.     To  the 

I  visitor  of  Simsbury  town  w  ho  is  interested  in  pic- 
turesque beauty,  and  in  the  indexes  of  prosperity, 

;  the  broad  acres  of  the  successful  merchant  and  farmer 

j  whose  name  appears  above,  and  his  imposing  resi- 

I  dence,  would  doubtless  be  pointed  out.    Mr.  Tuller 

!  is  one  of  the  largest  land  owners  in  the  town.  He 

;  conducted  for  many  years  a  successtul  mercantile 

'  business,  and  is  among  the  foremost  of  the  town  in 

I  enterprise  and  progressive  thrift.    He  was  born  at 

i  West  Simsbury  Xov.  26,  1S44. 

i  The  Tuller  family  are  among  the  oldest  citizens 

;  of  Simsbury,  and  are  numljcrcd  among  its  best  peo- 

:  pie.    Our  subject  is  of  the  sixth  generation  from 

I  -  John  Tuller,  or  Tulloe,  who  was  the  first  of  that 

;  name  in  Hartford  county.    The  line  of  descent  is 
as  follows : 

I  (II  )  Jacob  Tuller,  son  of  John  Tuller,  was  born 

'  in  Simsbury  May  22,  1694.    He  married,  Jan.  27, 

;  1 72 1,  Marv  Moses,  and  settled  in  East  Weatogue, 

'  where  he  engaged  in  farming.    His  four  children 

j  were:  Mary,  born  Jan.  16,  1723-24;  Elisha,  born 

I  Feb.  22,  1726;  and  Sarah  and  Jacob,  twins,  born 

I  Aug.  13.  1727. 

I  (HI)  Elisha  Tuller,  son  of  Jacob  and  Mary 

j  (Moses)   Tuller,  was  through  life  a  farmer  of 

j  West  Simsbury.    He  married  Sarah  Case,  daiigh- 

'  ter  of  Jacob  Case.    He  removed  in  I7C)8  to  Case's 

j  farm,  in  West  Simsbury,  where  he  remained  imlil 

'  his  death,  Feb.  7,  1814.    Flis  wife  died  Dec.  20, 
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j^yS.  Tlicir  ciylu  chiltiixn  were  as  follows:  Sarali, 
born  Xov.  ^4.  1752.  married  I'hincas  Case;  lilijah, 
born  l\'b.  20,  1754.  died  in  infancy;  Elijali,  born 
March  Ji.  1757.  married  Tolly  ICno  April  30,  17S2, 
and  dicil  Jan.  Ji).  uSu);  Joel,  born  Xov.  15,  1758, 
married  Dec.  J2,  17S7,  Alary,  daugb.ter  of  Xoah 
Case,  and  died  Jan.  22,  iSjo;  Rosana,  born  Jan. 
31,  1763,  married  Daniel  Dlmstead  ;  Abiyaii,  born 
in  17O7,  married  Thomas  Case  (3),  and  tlied  Jan. 
27,  1S44;  Asaph,  ijrantlfatber  of  our  subject,  was 
born'  in  1774,  and  died  Xov.  5,  1853;  Letiice  mar- 
ried Jerdiah  Case. 

Asaph  Tuller,  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser  of  Simsbury. 
Ho  married  Ruth  Case,  daughter  of  Bartholomew 
Case,  and  to  them  were  b  irn  the  following  children: 
Amelia,  who  married  Thomas  X'ining;  Electa,  who 
married  David  Jveed ;  Serena,  w  ho  married  Dwight 
Leonard;  Orsmond :  Ruth,  who  married  Judson 
Wilcox ;  Homer,  who  died  unmarried ;  Delinda, 
who  married  George  \'ining;  Jeremiah,  father  of 
our  subject ;  Xancy,  w  ho  married  Sylvanus  Sex- 
ton, and  Harriet,  who  died  young.  For  his  second 
wife  Asaph  TuUer  married  Rhoda  Hart. 

Jeremiah  Tuller,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  on  a  farm  in  West  Simsbury  in  1808. 
He  acquired  a  good  education,  and  followed  farm- 
ing all  his  life  in  West  Simsbury,  where  he  was 
a  land  owner,  and  was  also  engaged  as  a  manu- 
facturer. He  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature 
at  Xew  Haven,  and  locally  lie  served  as  selectman 
and  filled  many  other  offices.  He  was  also  a  colonel 
in  the  State  militia.  He  died  on  the  farm  in  West 
Simsbury  in  1872,  and  was  buried  in  Simsbury. 
He  was  liberal  in  church  views,  and  attended  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  married,  Jan. 
25,  1832,  Luranna  E.  P'helps,  a  native  of  East 
Weatogue,  and  a  representative  of  one  of  the  oldest 
families  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  being  a  daugh- 
ter of  Oliver  C.  Phelps,  and  great-granddaughter 
of  Lieut.  David  Phelps,  of  Simsbury.  William 
Phelps,  the  first  who  settled  in  America,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Somersetsliire,  or  Dorsetshire,  England. 
He  settled  in  Windsor.  His  son  Joseph  was  Ijovn 
about  1629  in  England.  He  married,  Sept.  20, 
1660,  Hannah,  daughter  of  Roger  Xewton,  and 
sister  of  John  Xewton.  She  died  in  Simsbury 
in  1675.  The  children  of  Joseph  and  Hannah 
Phelps  were  Joseph,  born  Aug.  20,  1667;  Hannah, 
born  Eeb.  2,  1669,  who  died  young;  Timothy, 
born  in  1671  ;  Sarah,  born  in  1672,  who  married 
John  Hill;  and  William,  born  in  1674,  who  died 
Oct.  8,  1689.  Joseph  married  for  his  second  wife, 
Jan.  9,  1676,  Mary  Salmon,  widow  of  Thomas 
Salmon.  He  was  made  a  freeman  in  1664,  and  died 
in  16S4  at  Simsbury,  where  he  was  buried. 

Joseph  Phelps,  his  son,  born  in  Simsbury,  en- 
gaged in  farming.  He  represented  the  town  of 
Simsbury  in  the  General  Assembly  in  1709  arid 
1727.  Pie  married  first  Mary  Collier,  who  died  in 
1697,  and  for  his  second  wife  Sarah,  daughter  of 


John  and  Sarah  (Spencer)  Case,  X'ov.  9, 
She  was  born  Aug.  14,  1O76,  and  died  May  2,  1704. 
For  his  third  wife  he  married  Mary  Case,  daughter 
of  Richard  and  ]£li/.abeth  Case.  He  died  Jan. 
20,  1750.  The  children  of  Joseph  Phelps  by  his 
first  wife  were  Joseph,  born  Oct.  9,  1089;  Hannah, 
born  Oct.  25,10)93, who  married  Samuel  Humphrey; 
Mary,  born  Oct.  17,  itxjh,  who  died  Jan.  9, 
1713.  \]y  his  second  wife  the  children  of  Joseph 
Phelps  were  Sarah,  born  Aug.  11,  1700,  who  died 
Jan.  14,  1714;  and  Damaris,  born  March  5,  1703, 
who  married  John  Mills.  l)y  his  third  wife  his 
children  were  John,  born  Feb.  14,  1707,  wdio  died 
Jan.  5,  1713;  Amos, born  in  1708,  who  married  Sarah 
Pettibone;  Elizabeth,  born  April  7,  1709,  who  mar- 
ried July  23,  1725,  Daniel  Hoskins  ;  and  David,  born 
in  1710. 

Da\  id  Phelps,  born  in  17 10,  in  Simsbury,  was  an 
ensign  and  later  a  lieutenant  in  the  militia.  On 
Aprd  25,  173 1,  he  married  Abigail  Pett'bone,  who 
married  for  her  second  husband  Deacon  David 
Strong,  of  Bolton,  Conn.  David  died  April  9, 
1760.  The  children  of  David  and  Abigail  Phelps 
were  David,  born  I\Iay  7,  1732,  died  in  Jul}-,  1732; 
David,  born  ^larch  26,  1733;  Abigad,  born  Xov.  5, 
1735,  married  Edward  Griswold,  and  for  her  second 
husband  Deacon  Amasa  Case ;  Elisha,  born 
Oct.  17,  1737;  Xoah,  born  Jan.  22,  1740;  Rachel, 
born  Dec.  11,  1741,  married  David  Humphrey,  of 
Simsbury:  Ruth,  born  Sept.  15,  1743,  married  Jonah 
Case;  Sarah,  born  Oct.  15,  1745;  Susannah,  born 
Jan.  4,  1748,  married  William  Xash ;  and  Lois,  born 
March  4,  1750,  married  Samuel  Hayden,  of  Har- 
winton,  Connecticut. 

David  Phelps,  born  A  larch  26,  1733,  was  a  sol- 
dier during  the  Revolution.  He  died  in  Simsi)ury. 
Fie  married  for  his  first  wife,  April  7,  1753,  Abigail 
Griswold,  born  at  Windsor  May  6,  1732,  died  ]\Iay 
^^->'  1795-  I^or  liis  second  wife  he  married  Flarriet, 
widow  of  Sergt.  X'oah  Flumphrey.  The  children 
born  to  David  and  Abigail  Phelps  were:  Abigail, 
X'ov.  16,  1754,  married  Jared  ]\Ierrill ;  Ozias, 
May  I,  1756,  married  Sally  Judson;  David, 
X'ov.  13,  1759,  married  Asenath  Humphrey; 
Elizabeth,  twin  of  David,  married  Samuel  Terey ; 
Rhoda.  born  Sept.  22,  1765,  married  Abel  Tilley; 
Roswell,  born  Oct.  31,  1767,  married  Dorcas  Petti- 
bone; Alexander,  born  Feb.  26,  1769;  Susanna,  born 
Dec.  27,  1773,  married  Frederick  Phelps;  Oliver 
Cromwell,  born  Dec.  22,  1774,  married  Susan  En- 
sign, of  Simsbury,  and  they  were  the  parents  0/ 
Mrs.  Luranna  E.  (Phelps)  Tuller. 

The  children  born  to  Jeremiah  and  Luranna  E. 
(I'helps)  Tuller  were  as  follows:  Asaph  (de- 
ceased) ;  Cornelia,  wdio  married  Jarvis  Harrington, 
of  Collinsville,  Conn.,  and  is  now  deceased ;  Georgie 
(deceased)  was  the  wife  of  Charles  Raymond,  of 
Xew  ^  ork ;  Pheljis  (deceased),  who  married  Lizzie 
M.  Bulkley  (deceased);  Oliver  C,  our  subject; 
Hattie,  who  married  Josejih  Layton,  of  Providence, 
R.  I.    The  mother  died  at  the  home  of  our  subject, 
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at  the  age  of  cighty-iiine  years.  She  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  MethcKlist  ICpiscopal  Chureh  and  a  devout 
Christian,  a  woman  ot  education,  in  earher  hte  a 
school  teacher,  a  good  motlier  and  wife,  and  of  high 
moral  character. 

Our  subject  attended  tlie  district  .schools  of  West 
Simsbury,  also  the  Xew  i^ritain  high  school,  lie 
was  reared  on  the  home  farm  in  \\  c-st  Simsbury, 
and  when  a  young-  man  he  embarked  in  the  mercan- 
tile business  in  \\  est  Simsbury  in  partnership  with 
his  brother  under  the  name  of  Tuller  Brothers.  The 
business  was  most  profitably  conducted  until  the 
death  of  his  brother,  after  which  our  subject  sold 
his  interest  and  has  since  engaged  extensively  in 
dairy  and  general  farming  and  tobacco  growing. 
jMr.  Tuller  is  tlie  owner  of  5(X)  acres  of  land,  and  is 
one  of  the  largest  land  holders  in  Simsbury.  He  is 
a  stockholder  in  the  Simsbury  Creamery.  He  has 
made  many  improvements  on  his  farni.  and  has  re- 
modeled his  home,  wdiich  is  one  of  the  finest  in  West 
Simsbury. 

]Mr.  Tuller  married,  in  1884,  at  Stamford,  Conn., 
Julia  Dibble,  a  native  of  that  city,  daughter  of  Capt. 
William  Henry  Dibble.  She  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools  and  in  the  high  schools  of  Stam- 
ford, the  State  Xormal  School  at  Xew  Britain,  and 
also  the  State  Xormal  School  at  Xew  York  City,  and 
was  a  successful  school  teacher,  for  two  years  teach- 
ing in  \\'est  Siinsbury.  Zvlrs.  Tuller  is  a  member 
of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution, 
Abigail  Phelps  Chapter,  Simsbury,  a  lady  of  refine- 
ment and  culture,  and  devoted  to  her  home  and 
family.  She  is  a  consistent  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church. 

Capt.  William  Henry  Dibble,  her  father,  was 
born  in  Xew  York  City  April  20,  1820,  son  of  David 
Dibble,  and  grandson  of  John  Dibble,  who  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  w^ar,  and  lived  in  Fair- 
field county.  Conn.  The  Dibble  family  was  one  of 
the  oldest  in  Darien,  Fairfield  county.  John  Dibble 
died  there  in  1646,  leaving  two  sons,  Samuel  and 
Zachariah  Dibble.  For  two  and  a  half  centuries  the 
family  has  been  prominent  in  the  local  history  of 
Darien.  David,  the  .  father  of  Capt.  Dibble,  was 
born  in  Darien,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and  removed 
to  Xew  York  City,  where  he  was  employed  on  mu- 
nicipal work.  He  died  in  X'ew  York  in  1826,  and 
was  buried  there.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat. 
He  married  ^Margaret  Smoke,  who  bore  him  four 
children  :  David ;  Mary,  who  married  Joseph  Han- 
nabel ;  John  and  Capt.  William  H. 

Capt.  Dibble,  from  early  boyhood,  was  engaged 
in  coasting  in  the  local  trade,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  he  was  captain  of  a  coaster  along  the 
Atlantic.  For  twelve  years  he  commanded  a  vessel, 
after  v.-hich  he  returned  to  Stamford,  Fairfield  Co., 
Conn.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming.  In  June, 
1862,  he  enlisted  at  Stamford  in  Company  B,  ijtli 
Conn.  V.  I.,  under  Col.  Xoble  and  Capt.  Hobbie, 
and  participated  in  several  engagements.  He  was 
discharge*!  in  1864,  and  returned  home.    For  the 


!  past  thirty  years  he  lias  been  blind,  losing  Ins  cve- 
I  sigh.t  as  the  cfi"ect  of  injuries  sustained  ciuring  his 
!  army  life,  and  since  1894  he  has  made  his  home 
I  at  the  residence  of  Oliver  C.  Tuller,  West  Sims- 
i  bury.    Capt.  Dibble  married,  in  Xew  York  City, 
!  Harriet  X.  Lockwood,  daughter  of  Josiah  A.  LeKk- 
j  wood,  aiid  to  them  si.x  children  were  born,  as  fol- 
lows: Harriet,  who  married  Daniel  Hall,  of  \'er- 
niont,  and  is  now  deceased;   William  Henry,  of 
Stamford;  Julia,  wife  of  Oliver  C.  Tuller,  our  sub- 
ject; Josiah,  of  Deiner,  Colo.;  ]\Iary,  who  married 
Louis  J.  Fox  and  is  now  deceased ;  and  Martha,  de- 
ceased.   The  wife  of  Capt.  Dibble  died  in  1895  at 
West  Simsbury,  and  v>as  buried  in  Stamford.  In 
politics  the  Captain  is  a  Republican. 

To  Oliver  C.  Tuller  and  wife  have  been  born 
five  children;  Oliver,  William,  Martiemae.  kav- 
mond  and  David.  In  politics  Mr.  Tuller  is  a  Demo- 
crat. He  is  liberal  in  church  views,  and  is  a  man  of 
intelligence,  good  judgment  and  success.  He  is 
genial,  well  known,  popular,  and  in  genera!  ability 
and  public  spirit  is  among  the  foremost  citizens  of 
Simsbury. 

JULIUS  WILCOX  BURR.  While  many  peo- 
ple are  devoting  their  entire  life  and  energies  to 
accumulating  vast  fortunes  by  selfish  and  unscrupu- 
lous means,  there  is  nothing  more  worthy  of  praise 
than  the  quiet  and  steady  pursuit  of  some  honest 
calling,  and  the  determined  exercise  of  the  intiu^-try, 
economy  and  sagacity  which  enable  a  man  to  ac  luire 
a  home  and  competence.  The  subject  of  this  bio- 
graphy, now  a  prosperous  citizen  of  Berlin,  is  a  man 
who.  through  his  own  well-directed  efforts,  has 
secured  a  competence  without  the  sacrifice  of  prin- 
ciples. 

Mr.  Burr  was  born  in  Haddam,  Conn.,  June  21, 
1822,  and  is  descended  from  a  family  of  English 
origin,  one  branch  of  which  located  in  Hartford, 
another  in  Wethersfield,  and  the  third  in  the  v.-est- 
ern  part  of  the  State.  (I)  Benjamin  Burr  (or 
Burre,  as  he  spelled  the  name),  the  fotmder  of  the 
Flartford  branch,  first  appeared  as  one  of  the  orig- 
inal settlers  of  Hartford  in  1635.  His  name,  which 
appears  in  the  land  division  of  Hartford  in  1639 
as  an  original  proprietor  and  settler,  is  the  first  evi- 
dence v.'e  have  of  his  presence  in  America,  but  as 
we  are  told  that  the  first  settlers  of  Hartford  were 
from  W'atertown.  X'ewtown,  and  other  places  near 
Boston,  it  is  certain  that  he  was  in  Massach.r.setts 
some  time  before  his  appearance  in  Hartford,  and 
lie  mav  have  been  one  of  the  eight  hundred  who 
came  to  America  with  Winthrop's  fieet,  in  June, 
1630.  He  seems  to  have  been  an  active,  energetic, 
tliorough  business  man,  and  mingled  but  little  in 
[)ublic  aft'airs,  hence  but  brief  mention  is  made  of 
him  in  the  records  of  the  Colony.  He  was  the  first 
of  his  name  in  Connecticut,  and  was  admitted  a 
freeman  in  1658.  His  allotment  in  the  land  division 
of  Hartford  in  1639  was  six  acres,  and  he  also  d.rew 
eighteen  acres  in  tfie  land  division  of  East  Hart- 
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ford,  in  i6<>(i.  He  died  in  Hartford  Marcli  31, 
lC>Si,  and  was  buried  probably  in  one  of  tlie  hillside 
cemeteries  long  smoe  obliterated,  in  which  rests  the 
dust  of  many  of  Hartford's  earK  settlers.  He  gave 
his  name  to  one  of  Hartford's  streets,  known  as 
Burr  street,  which  ran  west  from  Main  street,  near 
the  present  Asylum  street,  if  indeed  it  was  not 
identical  with  that  thorouglifare. 

(II)  .Sanuiel  i>urr,  a  son  of  Henjamin.  was  born 
in  England,  and  was  made  a  freeman  in  Hartford 
in  May,  1658.  He  had  five  children.  He  died 
Sept.  29,  i68j.  and  seems  to  have  been  a  man  of 
great  energy  and  business  ability,  at  his  death 
leaving  quite  a  large  estate. 

(III)  Jonathan  Burr,  son  of  Samuel,  was  born 
in  1679,  and  was  an  early  settler  of  Middletown, 
Conn.  He  married  Abigail  Hubbard,  who  was  born 
in  1686,  a  daughter  of  Xathaniel  Hubbard  and 
granddaughter  of  George  Hubbard,  of  Middletown, 
and  by  this  union  eight  children  were  born.  He 
died  Jan.  i,  1735. 

(1\')  Nathaniel  Burr,  son  of  Jonathan,  removed 
to  Haddam,  Conn.,  six  miles  from  his  native  town 
of  Aliddletown,  and  his  house  stood  on  the  site  of 
the  present  ^Methodist  church,  near  the  residence 
of  his  grandson,  Sylvester  Burr.  He  was  a  man  of 
athletic  frame,  and  capable  of  enduring  great  hard- 
ships, and  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He  died  in 
Haddam  Sept.  12,  1802,  aged  eighty-six  years,  and 
was  laid  to  rest  in  the  old  burying-ground.  His 
wife,  Sarah,  died  !May  21,  1799.  aged  seventy-six 
years,  and  was  buried  near  her  husband. 

(V)  Capt.  Jonathan  Burr,  son  of  Xathaniel 
Burr,  and  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a  farmer 
and  prominent  man  of  Haddam,  and  was  captain 
of  a  company  of  Continental  soldiers  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  He  married  Lydia  Bailey,  of  Haddam, 
and  they  had  eleven  children.  He  died  in  that  town 
Feb.  10,  1804,  aged  forty-eight  years,  and  his  re- 
mains were  interred  near  those  of  his  father,  in 
the  old  burying-ground,  in  Haddam. 

(V'l)  Daniel  Burr,  father  of  our  subject,  fol- 
lowed farming  in  Haddam  throughout  life,  and  was 
also  engaged  in  contracting  for  several  years.  He 
died  when  our  subject  was  but  eleven  years  old. 
He  married  Betsey  Wilcox,  of  Haddam,  and  to  them 
were  born  eight  children :  Clarissa,  Albert  and  Bet- 
sey H.,  all  deceased;  Julius  W.,  our  subjeci ;  Dio- 
date,  a  resident  of  Bristol,  Conn.;  Daniel  A.,  de- 
ceased ;  Clarinda  A.  and  Theodore  J.,  both  resi- 
dents of  Minnesota. 

(VII)  Julius  W.  Burr  passed  his  boyhood  on 
the  home  farm  in  Haddam,  and  attended  the  com- 
mon schools,  and  also  a  select  school.  As  his  fa- 
ther died  when  he  was  quite  young,  he  was  early 
compelled  to  start  out  in  life  for  himself,  and  at 
the  age  of  sixteen,  after  leaving  school,  he  com- 
menced learning  the  blacksmith's  trade  with  Day- 
ton Burr,  a  distant  cousin,  who  failed  after  Julius 
had  been  with  him  a  little  over  a  year.  He  then 
went  to  work  for  Crandall  &  Cornwell,  of  ^vliddle- 


j  town,  where  h.e  remained  about  two  vears,  and 
after  working  in  Hartford  for  a  month  or  twu  he 
came  to  Iterlin,  and  entered  the  emplov  of  Ferdi- 
nand Dickenson.  Here  he  did  the  iron  work  on 
wagon.'^  for  one  year,  and  was  then  in  partnership 
with  Mr.  Dickenson  fi_)r  about  two  years.  Subse- 

{  quently  lie  was  for  si.x  or  seven  yeau  in  the  employ 
of  J.  &  E.  North.    (Jn  the  death  of  Jcdediah  North 

I  the  company  was  re-organized,  and  the  firm,  then 

j  known  as  Ednumd  North  &  Co.,  was  composeil  of 
Edmuntl  North,  Le\i  North,  Frederick  North 
and  Julius  W.  Burr,  the  three  last  named  having 
purchased  Jedediah  North's  interest  in  the  business. 
Three  years  later  the  firm  consolidated  with  the 
Roys  &  ^^'ilcox  Co.,  and  subsequently  became  the 
Peck,  Stow  &  ^Vilcox  Co.,  in  which  Mr.  Burr  is 
still  a  stockholder.  He  \vas  also  one  of  the  con- 
tractors of  that  company  until  the  spring  of  i8i;S.  in 
the  finishing  or  shear  department :  was  a  director 
in  the  Berlin  Iron  Bridge  Co.,  for  fifteen  years, 
until  January-,  1897;  and  was  also  a  director  of  the 
Roys  &  Wilcox  Co.  Fie  is  still  a  large  stockholder 
in  the  Berlin  Iron  Bridge  Co.,  and  the  Peck,  Stow 
&  Wilcox  Co.,  but  is  now  practically  living  retired 
from  active  business  on  account  of  ill  health.  When 
the  J.  O.  Smith  Co.,  of  Westtield,  was  in  financial 
trouble  several  years  ago,  he  came  to  its  relief  with 
his  capital  and  excellent  business  ability,  and  as 
president  of  the  company  placed  the  concern  in  a 
prosperous  condition.  Flis  son-in-law  is  now  sec- 
retary and  treasurer  of  that  company. 

On  Oct.  I,  1845,  ]\Ir.  Burr  married  }iliss  Julia 
Ellen  Cornwell,  of  ^liddletown,  who  was  born  Nov. 
21,  1823,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Lucinda 
(Miller)  Cornwell.  To  them  were  born  three  chil- 
dren: (i)  Emma  Estella.  born  Oct.  16,  1847,  is  the 
wife  of  Roderick  Loveland,  a  merchant  of  }kliddle- 
town,  and  they  now  make  their  home  with  our 
subject.    (2)  Ella  Julia,  born  ^lay  14,  1849,  '^^'^s 

'  the  wife  of  Herbert  E.  Smith,  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  the  J.  O.  Smith  Manufacturing  Co..  of 
which  our  subject  has  been  president.  They  manu- 
facture tin  cash-boxes,  small  hardware,  and  do  a 
great  deal  of  wood  japanning.  She  died  Jan.  26, 
1899.  (3)  Lucy  Etta,  born  Aug.  23,  1859,  is  the 
v/ife  of  Percy  F.  Hickcock.  who  is  employed  as 
superintendent  of  the  shipping  department  of  the 
Schofield  Manufacturing  Co.  The  mother  of  these, 
who  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church  of  Westfield,  died  March  30,  1890,  and 
was  laid  to  rest  in  the  \\'estfield  cemetery. 

Mr.  Burr  is  also  a  faithful  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  and  sociallv  is  affiliated  with 
Mattabessett  Lodge,  No.  25,  K.  of  P.,  of  East  lier- 
lin.  Politically  he  was  originally  a  Whig,  and  is 
nov,-  a  stanch  Republican.  lie  has  never  taken  an 
active  part  in  political  affairs,  aside  from  voting, 
preferring  to  give  his  undivided  attention  to  his 
business  interest;  he  was  once  nominated  as  repre- 
sentative to  the  State  Legislature,  but  declinerl  th.e 
honor.    luiergy,  industry  and  perseverance  have 
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been  inarkcil  cluiracteris'.ics  in  las  business  career 
and  to  these  nKi\  be  :.tiri!>utcd  the  secret  of  his 
success.  Jn  business  affairs  lie  was  notably  rei;a!)!e, 
and  liad  the  entire  ci.infKle!ioe  and  respect  of  !iis 
associates  and  ot  all  w  ith  w  iioni  lie  came  in  con-  \ 
tact. 

\\'ILLIA^[  R.  MACK,  one  of  A\"indsor"s  best  ' 
citizens,  has  been  prominent  for  man.v  _\  ears  in  busi- 
ness circles,  and  is  si  ill  extensively  engai^cd  in  tlic 
manufacture  of  brick.  His  family  mav  be  said  to 
have  been  jiioneers  in  that  industry  in  his  locaiuv, 
and  as  large  holders  of  real  e\<tatc  thev  have  also 
been  identitied  with  the  ag-ricultural  interests  of  the  , 
town.  Throng licut  his  career  'Sir.  Alack  has  shown 
the  thrift,  energy  and  sound  judgment  which  charac- 
terized his  ancestry  as  the  following  record  of  his 
achievements  will  itulicate.  and  by  his  judicious  use 
of  his  resources  he  has  acquired  a  comt\)rrable 
competence.  j 

The  family  is  numerously  represented  in  this  ; 
section,  and  in  other  sketches  con.tain  interesting  ac-  i 
counts  of  early  generations.    In  the  paternal  line  | 
our  subject  is  a  descendant  of  Andrew  IMack,  a  ! 
Hessian  soldier,  who  was  captured  at  Fort  Ticon-  | 
deroga,  and  confined  in  the  Old  Xewgate  Prison  at  ! 
Simsbury.    On  being  released  he  joined  the  Colo-  | 
nial  army  and  fought  bravel_\   for  Independence. 
On  the  maternal  side  he  traces  his  descent  from 
Peregrine  White,  of  "Mayflower""  fame,  and  from 
tlie  Allen  family,  to  which  Ethan  Allen  belonged. 

Our  subject  was  born  Dec.  25,  1836,  in  a  house 
which  stands  on  Mack  street,  \\'indsor,  near  his 
presetit  residence,  and  is  a  son  of  \\'illiam  and  Sarah 
(Ware)  Mack,  of  whom  further  mention  is  made 
elsewhere.  During  boyhood  he  attended  the  com- 
mon schools  of  the  academy  at  AN'indsor,  while  his 
spare  moments  were  usefully  employed  in  farm  work 
or  in  helping  in  h.is  father's  brick  }ard.  In  the 
spring  of  1858  he  went  to  Springfield,  Illinois, 
where  he  took  a  position  as  foreman  in  a  large 
brick  yard  at  a  handsome  salary.  There  he  re- 
mained a  number  of  years,  and  among  his  recol- 
lections of  the  place  are  incidents  connected  with 
the  life  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  v,  ho  was  elected  Presi- 
dent during  that  time.  ]\Ir.  Mack  was  one  of 
many  who  called  at  Lincoln's  residence  on  the  mem- 
orable night  when  the  returns  from  the  election 
were  received,  and  he  distinctly  remembers  the 
tall  form  of  "Old  Abe"  as  he  stood  on  the  doorstep 
and  said  "Friends  and  ]'"eIlow-Citi;iens :  I  wish  th.at 
my  house  was  large  enough  to  hold  _\'0u  all.  Come 
in,  all  that  can  get  iri.''  On  his  return  from  Illi- 
nois Mr.  Mack  engaged  in.  lanuing  in  Windsor, 
which  he  has  ever  since  followed  in  addition  to  the 
management  of  his  brickvard.  In  1871  he  built  his 
substantial  brick  residence  in  Mack  street,  where  he 
has  since  resided,  and  its  comforts  are  a  tangible  re- 
ward of  his  industry  and  foresight.  In  nianner  he 
is  unostentatious  and  his  reliable  mid  straigT.t for- 
ward methods  of  business  have  brought  him  the  con- 


fidence 01  all  who  deal  with  him.  Politicallv 
"Russeil"  Mack,  as  lie  is  calleil,  is  a  liie-long  Re- 
publican, his  first  Presidential  \oie  having  been  cast 
for  Abrahai7i  Lincoln,  and  ])ut  for  his  refusal  to  ac- 
cept nonnnatiiui  he  would  doubtless  have  been  the 
choice  nt  his  j'arly  for  local  olu^ti  more  than  once. 
He  and  his  family  enjoy  an  excellent  social  position, 
and  he  is  a  charter  member  of  tnc  O.  U.  A.  I\l.  at 
Win<lsor.  His  wife  is  prominently  identified  with 
t!te  Episcopal  Church.  He  was  married  (first)  in 
Windsor  to  Miss  Juliette  Holt,  of  Hartford,  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  and  Rachel  Holt.  His  second  wife 
was  .Mrs.  Anna  (Clapp)  Baldwin,  widow  of  Charles 
Baldwin.  His  third  wife  was  ]\lrs.  Jane  (Cobb) 
Camp,  of  Norfolk,  Conn.,  widow  of  Abel  Camp,  and 
in  i8(jS  lie  married  Mrs.  Mary  A.  (Barnes)  Cornell, 
widow  of  Cieorge  Cornell,  of  Providence.  He  has 
fi\  e  children,  all  bv  the  first  marriage  :  Eva  R.  (  Airs. 
T.  H.  Whitney  ),'R.  W.,  E.  W.,  and  Xellie  (Mrs. 
Wilbur  Reid)  reside  in  Windsor,  and  Etta  is  the 
wife  of  Henry  Elcock,  of  Hartford. 

IIOX.  XORRIS  W.  BUXXELL,  of  Burling- 
ton Centre,  is  now  living  retired  in  the  enjoyment 
of  a  rest  which  lie  has  truly  earned  and  richly  de- 
serves, by  reason  of  his  industrious  efforts  in  for- 
mer years.  Accomplishment  and  progress  ever 
imply  labor,  energy  and  diligence,  and  it  was  those 
qualities  that  enabled  our  subject  to  rise  from  the 
ranks  of  the  many  and  stand  among  the  success- 
ful few. 

Air.  Bunnell  was  born  on  a  farm  near  Burling- 
ton Centre  X"ov.  10,  1S25,  and  belongs  to  one  of 
the  oldest  families  of  tliat  locality.  His  grand- 
father, Lemuel  Bunnell,  was  born  in  1767  in  Hart- 
ford county,  and  when  a  young  man  located  in 
Burlington.  He  died  there  P'eb.  i,  1S09,  and  his 
wife,  v.'ho  bore  tlie  maiden  name  of  Marial  Ben- 
ham,  v\as  born  in  1772,  and  died  April  7,  1S52, 
the  remains  of  both  being  interred  in  Burlington 
cemetery.  In  their  family  were  five  children :  Hez- 
ekiali.  a  manufacturer  of  linseed  oil,  wh.o  died  in 
Burlmgtou  ;  Polly,  Airs.  Elton;  Tlieda.  Airs.  Smith; 
Joel,  the  father  of  our  ^ubject;  and  Sybil,  Airs. 
WTieelcr. 

Capt.  Joel  Bunnell,  our  subject's  fatlier,  was 
born  Feb.  5,   1793.  received  a  district-school  ed- 
ucation, and  during  his  youth  learned  the  trades  of 
'  tanner,  currier  and  shoemaker.     Throughout  the 
:  greater  part  of  his  life  he  followed  shocmaking, 
going  from  house  to  house  making  shoes,  then 
known  as  "whipjiing  the  cat."    He  was  a  man  of 
'  good  business  ability  and   sound  judgment,  and 
;  became  quite  well-to-do. owning  over  700  aces  of 
land  in  Bulington.  wb.cre  lie  also  engaged  in  farming 
and  stock  raising.    He  was  a  captain  in  tlie  State 
militia,  and  during  the  war  of  18 1 2  was  drafted, 
serving  for  si.x  months  at  Xcv  London,  Conn.  In 
his  religious  views  he  was  liberal,  and  in  political 
j  sentiment  he  was  first  a  lieinocrat,  and  later  a 
'  Republican,  but  never  an  office  seeker. 
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He  *licil  in  lUirlinglon  July  4,  1876,  honored 
and  respected  by  all  who  knew  hini.  He  married 
Miss  Fanny  Ciridley,  a  daughter  of  Reuel  Gridley, 
who  was  a  farmer  in  Harwmton,  Conn.,  and  there 
died.  She  was  born  March  13,  179S,  and  died 
April  30,  1887,  being-  laid  to  rest  by  the  side  of 
her  husband  in  Burlington  Centre  cemetery.  Their 
cliildren  were  as  follows:  Warren  C,  born  April 
6,  1819,  is  a  resident  of  Burlington.  Lemuel  \\'., 
born  June  u,  1833,  married  Jcnnette  E.  Clark, 
who  died  Jan.  3,  1847,  at  the  age  of  twenty-six 
years,  and  he  subsequently  wedtied  Serena  Aldrich, 
who  survives  him,  and  by  whom  he  had  two  daugh- 
ters, P'annie,  Mrs.  Jenkins,  of  Plainville ;  and  Clara 
(deceased),  r\lrs.  Robert  liissell;  Lemuel  W.  died 
in  Plainville,  Conn.,  April  23.  1S90.  Xorris  W., 
our  subject,  is  next  in  the  family.  Shelden  L., 
born  Jan.  19,  1S28,  died  July  8,  1S7S.  Adaline 
A.,  born  June  24,  1832,  is  a  resident  of  Burlington 
Center. 

During  his  boyhood  Xorris  W.  Bunnell  at- 
tended the  district  schools  of  Burlington,  but  the 
greater  part  of  his  education  has  been  acquired 
by  reading  and  observation  in  later  years.  He  is 
especially  well  posted  on  the  leading  events  of  the 
day.  Remaining  with  his  father  until  the  latter's 
death,  he  subsequently  came  into  possession  of  300 
acres  of  land,  on  wdiich  he  made  many  improve- 
ments, and  there  he  successfully  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming  and  stock  raising  until  after  the  death 
of  his  wife,  in  1SS8,  when  he  sold  the  farm,  and 
now  lives  retired  with  his  sister  in  Burlington  Cen- 
ter. Upright  and  ^lonorable  in  all  the  relations  of 
life,  he  has  gained  the  confidence  and  respect  of 
all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact.  Being  one 
of  the  prominent  men  of  his  town,  he  was  elected 
to  a  number  of  offices,  and  most  creditably  served 
as  selectman,  assessor,  tax  collector  and  justice  of 
the  peace,  and  represented  Burlington  in  the  State 
Legislature  in  1883.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  poli- 
tics, and  liberal  in  religious  views. 

In  Burlington,  Oct.  10,  1866,  }ilr.  Bunnell  mar- 
ried Miss  Kavanna  Edwards,  a  daughter  of  Abel 
Edwards,  a  well-known  citizen  of  Burlington.  She 
was  born  in  Washington,  Conn.,  in  1842,  and  died 
I\Iarch  30,  1888,  her  remains  being  interred  in 
Burlington  Center  cemeterv,  where  the  family  have 
erected  a  beautiful  monument.  ]Mrs.  Bunnell  was 
a  lady  of  culture  and  refinement,  and  a  good  Chris- 
tian w^oman,  well  liked  by  all  vvho  knew  her.  ^Ir. 
Bunnell  has  one  son,  Otis  Gridley,  born  Dec.  19, 
1868.  He  attended  the  district  schools  of  Burling- 
ton, and  later  the  high  school  of  Bristol,  from 
which  he  was  graduated,  in  A.pril,  1S89,  in  the  fall 
of  that  year  entering  Yale  College.  He  completed 
the  scientific  course,  graduating  in  1892,  with  hon- 
ors, and  then  became  a  private  tutor  in  the  family 
of  L.  L.  Lcrillard,  of  New  York  City.  In  the 
spring  of  1893  he  went  to  the  Old  World,  visiting 
the  principal  cities  of  Europe,  Asia  and  Africa, 
where  he  spent  fifteen  months.    In  1894  he  became 


an  instructor  in  French,  at  Yale,  where  he  stiil  re- 
mains. He  is  a  yoimg  man  of  far  more  than 
ordinary  ability  and  intellectual  attainments,  hold- 
ing llie  degrees  of  Ph.  B.  and  M.  S.  -Mr.  Bunnell 
also  attained  high  standing  in  militarv  science,  pur- 
suing the  study  during  his  college  course,  and  stood 
fifth  in  class  ot  nearly  200.  He  is  a  Knight  Temp- 
lar, a  member  of  the  Chi  Phi  Fraternity,  and. of 
the  Graduates  Club,  Xew  Haven. 

HOX.  WTLLIAM  HAX.MER  (deceased)  was 
at  the  time  of  his  tleath,  which  occurred  Dec.  27, 
1877,  one  of  the  foremost  business  men  of  East 
Hartford,  as  a  member  of  the  East  Hartford  }\Ianu- 
facturing  Company,  and  was  a  native  of  the  town. 
He  was  born  Aug.  14,  1828,  and  was  a  son  of  Fran- 
cis and  Jtilia  (Roberts)  Hanmer,  both  descendants 
of  old  and  highly  respected  Colonial  families,  to 
wdiom  frequent  allusions  are  made  in  various 
sketches  to  be  found  within  the  covers  of  this 
work. 

Francis  Hanmer,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
j  born  Sept.  6,  1801,  and  died  Feb.  6,  1881,  his  re- 
I  mains  being  interred  at  East  Hartford.  Fie  was 
1  twice  married,  and  by  his  first  wife,  Julia  Roberts, 
i  became  the  father  of  three  children :  Mary,  born 
April  12,  1827,  who  died  April  18,  1888;  William, 
i  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  and  Julia,  who  was  born 
j  Aug.  14,  1830,  and  died  Xov.  22,  1854.  I\Irs.  Julia 
j  (Roberts)  Hanmer,  who  was  born  May  12,  1805, 
j  passed  away  June  5,  1832,  and  ]\Ir.  Hanmer  next 
j  married  Abbie  Forbes,  who  was  born  Sept.  15,  181 1, 
i  and  died  May  10,  1879,  tbe  mother  of  two  children: 
j  Francis,  Jr.,  who  was  born  Oct.  19,  1837,  and  died 
I  Aug.  31,  1838;  and  Charles,  a  resident  of  East 
j  Hartford.  Mr.  Hanmer  was  recognized  as  one  of 
1  the  most  progressive  men  of  East  Hartford  town, 

■  and  in  1859  was  its  representative  in  the  State  Leg- 
i  islature.  He  was  a  pioneer  in  the  manufacture  of 
j  gunpowder,  and  for  years  the  firm  of  Hanmer  & 
j  Forbes  stood  at  the  head  of  this  industry  in  the 
j  United  States,  their  factory  being  located  at  Scot- 
I  land,  now  Burnside,  Connecticut. 

1       Hon.  ^^'illiam  Hanmer  was  reared  in  East  Hart- 
j  ford,  and  received  a  sound  academic  education, 
I  being  fitted  for  college,  but  he  did  not,  however, 
j  matriculate  in  any  of  the  higher  institutions  of  learn- 
ing.     When  a  young  man  he  went  to  Monson, 
Mass.,  and  for  some  time  clerked  for  a  mercantile 
firm,  then  returned  to  East  Hartford,  and  assisted 
1  in  his  father's  office  until  he  became  associated  with 
i  the  East    Hartford    ^lanufacturing    Company  at 
i  Burnside,  where  his  arduous  labors,  beyond  a  doubt, 

■  accelerated  his  untimely  and  lamented  death,  in  the 
prime  and  full  vigor  of  manhood.  He  had,  however, 
other  interests  beside  those  connected  with  the 
company,  and  holdings  which,  in  conjunction  with 
his  activity  in  promoting  the  prosperity  of  his  town, 
and  his  duties  as  a  public  officer,  were  additional 
strains  on  his  mental  it  v  and  nervous  system.  He 
took  a  keen  interest  in  public  aft'airs,  both  of  the  vil- 
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lagc  of  East  llartfurd  and  of  Burnside,  and  bciny  ■ 
truly  i)ub!ic-sj)iritod  was  liberal  in  his  donations  ot  j 
land  to  the  latter  vdlagc  for  streets  aiu]  other  pur-  ] 
poses,  and  was  ever  ready  lo  cuntribuie  lo  any  pro-  ; 
ject  designed  to  advance  tb.e  public  welfare,  in 
politics  a  Ixcpublicai!,  lie  \vas  elceled  to  reiiresent 
the  East  Hartford  district  in  the  State  Legislature 
in  .1803,  and  in    1870  served   as   town  treasurer,  1 
and  also  served  incidentally  in  several  iriinor  offi- 
ces, all  of  which,  however,  carried  with  them  a 
burden  of  care  and  responsibility.  \ 
Mr.  llannicr  was  joined  in  matrimony  Sept.  6,  | 
1853,  with  Mi^s  Caroline  H.  Forbes,  who  was  born  [ 
at  lJurnside  April  17,  1834,  a  daughter  of  Charles 
and  !Mary  A.  (^W'ard)  Forbes,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  Dec.  J7,  1805,  and  the  latter  ^lay  8,  1S07, 
and  of  whom  a  full  biographical  sketch  is  given  else-  i 
where.    The  cliildren  born  to  the  marriage  of  Mr.  | 
Hanmer  and  his  amiable  wife  were  six  in  mimber, 
and  were  named,  in  order  of  birth,  as  follows : 
I'Vances,  now  r^Irs.  A,  W.  Eaton,  of  Fitistield,  Mass. ;  1 
Franklin  H.,  of  Burnside.;  William  W.,  who  died  > 
at  the  age  of  tweny-eight  years ;  Harriet,  married 
to  Mark  Robbins,  of  Lee,  jMass. ;  John  R.,  of  Boston,  \ 
Mass. ;  and  Daisey,  wife  of  Clarence  Rodgers,  of  j 
Hartford,  Conn.    2\Irs.  Caroline  E.  Hanmer  now 
makes  her  home  in  Hartford,  and  is  a  respected  and 
consistent  member   of   the    Park  Congregational 
Church,  the  tenets  of  which  she  embraced  early  in  | 
life.    She  is  honored  by  all  who  know  her,  as  1 
many  do,  for  her  sunny  and  amiable  disposition  has  j 
made  her  hosts  of  friends.  | 

LYMAX  TREAT,  of  East  Hartford,  one  of  the  ' 
earliest  of  the  residents  of  Connecticut  to  engage  in 

the  tobacco-growing  industry,  descends  from  a  very  | 

old  and  respected  Colonial  family  which  had  its  origin  j 

in  England,  but  of  which  family,  after  diligent  i 
search,  no  absolutely  autlientic  trace  has  yet  been 

followed  whicli  leads  the  /Vmerican  family  to  its  ; 

connection  with  the  stock  on  Albion's  Isle.  ; 

It  is,  however,  a  v/eli-authenticated  fact  that  \ 

Matthias  Treat,  one  of  the  founders  of  the  family  | 

in  America,  was  born  in  England,  and  was  married  ! 

in  Wethersficld,  Conn.,  in  1648,  to  INIary  Smith,  a  ' 

daughter  of  Richard  Smith,  of  Wethersfield,  and  j 

died  July  8,  16S2,  at  his  residence  on  the  east  side  1 

of  Bread  street,  which  had  been  the  old  Samuel  | 

Boardman  homestead.      From   the    marriage    of  ! 

jNlatthias  Treat  aiid  Tvfary  Smith  came  the  following  j 

r.amed  children:  Henry,  born  in   1649,  married  1 

Sarah  Andrews  in  1673,  a"^^  ^ied  in  i68i  ;  Susanna  1 

was  born  in  1651,  ancl  Richard  in  lO^^,;  Elizabeth  j 

was  born  in  1657;  Abigail,  born  in  1O59,  was  mar-  j 

ried  to  Capt.  Stephen  Hollister  in  1683,  and  died  in  | 

1702;  and  Dorcas,  born  in  i<562,  was  married,  in  j 

i68r,  to  Richard  Smith.    The  records  of  Wethers-  | 

field  show  that  ^\Irs.  ^lary  1  Smith  )  'J>eat  gave  to  : 

her  daugliter,  Durcas,  Jan.  20,  i68r,  her  "brown  ^ 

cow,  between  six  and  seven  years  old."  | 

Henry  Treat,  son  of  Matthias  and  Ivlary,  mar-  ' 


ried  in  1673,  Sarah  Andrews,  daughter  of  Edward 
Andrews,  of  Hartford,  and  died  m  io8[,  at  East 
Flarlford,  the  father  of  the  children  as  follows; 
Saraii,  who  was  burn  in  i('74,  and  \vas  married  to 
David  Forbes,  of  Hartford,  and  Matthias,  born 
about  1076.  The  hitter  marrie<,l,  about  1700,  Han- 
nah Warren,  aiul  died  tJct.  20,  1720,  the  fatiier  of 
Matth.ias,  who  Avas  born  in  1705,  married  Mrs. 
Dorotiiy  (Buckland)  Bidwell  about  1750,  and  died 
about  1776;  and  Henry,  born  in  1707,  was  baptized 
May  4,  of  that  }ear,  married  Abigail  Cilinan  about 
173 1,  and  died  Uct.  12,  1794.  Matthias  and  Dor- 
othy (Buckland-l'.idwell )  Treat  became  the  parents 
of  the  following  named  children:  Alatthias,  who 
was  born  in  1750,  and  baptized  Dec.  3.  married 
Tryphena  Risley,  Dec.  20,  1778,  and  died  in  June, 
1827;  ]\Iary,  the  date  of  whose  birth  is  not  given 
for  lack  of  record,  was  married  to  a  Mr.  Raymond: 
Theodore,  born  Aug.  15,  1754,  for  his  hrst  wife 
married  iMary  \\'illiams,  Dec.  11,  1783,  for  his  sec- 
ond wife  wedded  Airs.  Zeppora  Sholes,  jNIarch  28, 
1805,  and  died  ?vlarch  28,  1828;  Esther,  born  in 
August,  1755,  was  married  (first)  to  a  INIr,  Bunce, 
and  (second)  to  a  ]\Ir.  Hinsdale;  Russell,  born  in 
1758,  and  baptized  April  23,  married  Anna  Ensign, 
daughter  of  ]\Ioses  Ensign,  and  died  in  East  Hart- 
ford ill  1842,  his  w^ife  following  him  to  the  grave 
July  10,  1849. 

Of  the  above  named  children,  }vlatihias  served  as 
a  private  in  the  company  of  Capt.  Jonathan  Wells 
at  the  outbreak  of  the  Revolution,  and  at  the  first 
alarm,  in  1775,  marched  to  the  defense  of  Boston, 
for  which  he  was  allowed  six  da>s'  compensation. 
From  Jan.  7,  1778,  until  March  7,  1778,  he  w-as  a 
private  in  the  company  of  Capt.  Russell  Grant,  of 
Col.  Obadiah  Johnson's  regiment,  and  he  was  a  lieu- 
tenant of  a  militia  company  in  1794.  Russell  Treat 
also  served  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  He  was  a 
drummer  of  great  skill,  and  in  December,  1775,  en- 
listed at  East  Hartford  under  Capt.  Bissell,  in  Col. 
Huntington's  regiment,  for  one  year,  and  was  dis- 
charged at  Peekskill,  X.  Y.,  having  tal-cen  part  in 
the  battle  of  Long  Island,  that  State,  Aug.  27, 
1776,  as  well  as  in  several  other  engagements.  In 
1777  months  he  was  with  Capt.  Curtis  m  Col. 

Eno's  Connecticut  Regiment,  and  was  present  at 
the  surrender  of  Gen.  Burgoyne,  Oct.  17.  of  the 
same  year. 

The  eight  children  born  to  Lieut.  Matthias  and 
Tryphena  Treat  ^vere  as  follows:  (t)  Tryphena, 
born  April  17,  1780,  was  married  to  }kIajor  Nehe- 
miah  Abbey,  and  died  April  22,  1859;  (2)  Eliza- 
beth, born  Nov.  18,  1781,  was  married  (first) 
March  21,  1802,  to  Timothy  Forbes,  of  Burnside, 
Conn.,  a  son  of  Timothy  and  Mary  (Roberts) 
Forbes,  and  (second)  May  i,  1822,  to  John  L. 
Goodale,  of  \\'indsor,  Conn.,  her  death  taking- 
place  May  17,  i8<X);  ('3)  Clarissa,  born  Jan.  18, 
1784,  was  married  to  Harvey  I'eck,  of  Rochester, 
X.  Y. ;  (4)  Olive,  born  Jan.  iS,  1787,  was  mar- 
ried Nov.  19,  1809,  to  Timothy  Deming;  (5)  I.Iat- 
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thias  father  of  our  subjoct),  bora  July  28,  1789, 
married  ^ir^tJ  Aug.  29,  1S13,  Lucy  Brewer,  and 
(second)  June  17.  1840,  wedded  Tvlrs.  Sarali  (^Sey- 
mour 1  Williams,  anil  died  iNlarcli  5,  1843; 
Sylvester,  born  Sept.  8,  1792,  niarritd  May  8,  1SJ4, 
ErniK'  Drown,  and  died  in  l8(.o;  ("i  (Jliver,  born 
May  1,  1795,  married  (first)  May  8.  iStO,  Dorothy 
Porter;  (second)  Oct.  9,  1834,  Statira  Adams; 
(third)  Oct.  II,  1S62,  Almira  i'helps ;  and  (fourth) 
in  October,  1867,  .Mrs.  Alary  L)rville  Bridges  (Oli- 
ver died  Jan.  21,  1875)  '>  (8)  Henry  1'..,  born  Alay 
8,  1798,  died  April  5,  1S78. 

Alatthias  Treat,  father  of  Lyman  Treat,  the 
subject  proper  of  this  sketch,  and  the  dates  of 
wliose  birth  and  death  have  been  mentioned  abo\  c, 
was  born  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  Samuel  Hills, 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools,  and  at  an  early 
age  was  employed  in  the  shipyards  on  the  Connecti- 
cut river  at  seventy-live  cents  per  day.  To  his 
marriage  witii  Lucy  Brewer,  ilaugtiter  of  Daniel  and 
sister  of  Samuel,  George,  Daniel  and  Reuben 
Brewer,  were  born  nine  children.  Mrs.  Lucy 
(Brewer)  was  born  May  7,  1793.  passed  her  child- 
hood and  womanhood  near  Hazard  Forks,  and  died 
on  her  husband's  homestead  on  W'iilnw  street,  East 
Hartford,  Aug.  2,  1838.  Their  children  were  as 
follows:  Eliza  Ann,  born  Oct.  29,  1814,  died  Sept. 
29,  1820;  Abigail,  born  Jan.  20,  1816,  was  married 
to  Joseph  Rist,  of  PZast  Hartford,  Aug.  19,  1841  ; 
Lyman,  the  subject  of  this  biography,  was  born 
May  10,  1819,  and  married  Saraii  L.  Bell,  Jan.  i, 
1843;  IZbza  Ann,  born  Dec.  16,  1821,  married 
Horace  B.  Sellew,  of  Glastonbury,  May  3.  1842; 
Edwin,  born  Oct.  4,  1823,  married  Lucinda  AL  Gush- 
man,  Alarch  24,  1858;  Lucy  Ann,  born  April  13, 
1826,  was  married  to  Gleraent  Fox,  of  East  tlart- 
ford ;  Ellery,  born  April  i,  1829,  married  Eunice 
Shipman,  of  Glastonbury,  June  30,  1864;  Fitch, 
born  Oct.  12,  183 1,  died  in  Xew  York  Alay  23, 
1S81  ;  and  Owen,  born  Oct.  2,  1834,  married  (first) 
Lucy  A.  Bell,  Oct.  4,  1858,  and  (second)  wedded 
Jan.  18,  1885,  Airs.  Eliza  (Risley)  Anderson,  who 
was  born  Dec.  22,  1S45,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Sey- 
mour and  Almira  (Keeney)  Risley. 

Lyman  Treat,  although  his  opportunities  for  ac- 
quiring- an  education  were  limited,  became  a  splen- 
did scholar.  He  was  a  diligent  reader,  a  good 
writer,  and  stood  above  all  his  classmates  as  a  mathe- 
matician. In  his  early  manhood  he  passed  much  of 
his  time  in  hunting  game  for  market  in  Tolland 
county,  near  Andover,  and  vicinity,  and  largel}-  as- 
sisted in  the  support  of  the  family.  For  four  months 
he  served  an  apprenticeship  at  bootmaking  under 
George  Clevelanci,  in  James  Hill's  shop,  and  after 
leaving  there  started  in  on  his  own  account,  and 
buying  the  stock,  made  boots  at  his  own  home  for 
Darius  Rising,  realizing  about  $2.00  per  day.  The 
breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war,  however,  demoralized 
the  trade  in  fine  shoes  in  the  South,  and  Air.  Treat 
then  embarked  in  the  raising  of  tobacco,  being  one 
of  the  first  to  engage  in  this  industry  in  the  section. 


!        Air.  Treat  lived  on  the  home  farm  until  Jan. 
I,  1843,  '^vheh  he  was  married  to  Saraii  L.  Bell,  wlio 
was  born  Jan.  15,  1823,  a  daughter  of  Stephen  and 
Cera  (Slocking)  BG!,  natives  of  Glastonbury.  He 
I  then  removed  to  the  Alorley  farm,  near  Colchester 
i  avenue,  Glastonbury,  where  he  resided  two  years, 
and    then    bought    his  present    farm    from  /vllen 
'  Brewer,  his  uncle,  and  here,  in  1879,  erected  his 
I  handsome  dwelling.  Tlie  only  child  born  to  Air.  and 
I  Airs.  Lyman  Treat  is  Louisa  AL,  who  came  to  bless 
their  home  Feb.  5,  1845,  and  is  now  the  widow  of 
Addison  Titkeii,  of  East  Hartford,   where  Airs. 
Pitken  still  resides, 
j       Air.  Treat  has  long-  been  recognized  as  one  of 
I  the^most  progressive  residents  01  East  Hartford, 
I  has  held  several  oiiices,  and  was  instrumental  in 
!  having  Willow  street  graded  through  in  1865,  do- 
i  nating  land  for  that  purpose.    He  has  been  fore- 
}  most  in  many  other  enterprises  designed  for  the 
good  of  the  public.    He  is  a  well-preserved  gentle- 
man, has  a  most  retentive  memory,  is  an  entertain- 
I  ing  conversationalist,  and  is  moreover  generous  in 
the  extreme,  no  deserving  individual  ever  going 
away  from  his  home  empty  handed.    His  wife  is  a 
pleasant  and  refined  lady,  and  of  a  very  kindly  dis- 
position, and  no  family  in  East  Hartford  enjoys  a 
higher  degree  of  respect  than  that  of  Air.  and  Airs. 
Lyman  Treat.  , 

HON.  A.  T.  PATTISOX,  one  of  the  most  pro- 
gressive residents  of  Simsbury,  and  a  leading  busi- 
ness man  of  the  village,  was  born  Alarch  26,  1861, 
in  East  \\'eatogue,'town  of  Simsbury,  and  is  a  son  of 
j  Joseph  and  Delilah  (Sceery)  Pattison. 
I       Joseph  Pattison  was  born  in  County  Antrim, 
I  Ireland,  Oct.  16,  1833,  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Alary 
i  (Brown)  Pattison.    He  came  to  the  United  States 
!  in  the  spring  of  1855,  landing  in  Xew  York  after  a 
voyage  of  thirtv  days,  and  thence  came  to  Simsbury. 
There  he  married,  and  has  had  born  to  him  the  fol- 
'  lowing  named  children:  A.  T.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch ;  Joseph  ;  Xellie,  wife  of  Edward  Welch,  of 
Hartford;  Jennie,  wife  of  William  Washburn,  of  the 
sair.e  cit}" ;  Carrie. 'now  Airs.  E.  AI.  C.  Eddy,  of  Sims- 
;  bury ;  George  E. ;  and  Alice  V.  Joseph  Pattison  has 
j  always  been  a  farmer.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican, 
j  Some  years  after  the  arrival  of  Joseph  Pattison  in 
I  Connecticut  his  father,  also  named  Joseph,  came  to 
i  Simsbury,  to  which  town  several  of  his  sons  had 
(  preceded  him,  and  here  passed  the  remainder  of 
!  his  life,  a  strict  churchman  and  a  highly  respected 
I  citizen.    Among  his  children  were  Thomas,  of  Bris- 
1  tol ;  John ;  Alexander,  who  served  in  the  war  of  the 
j  Rebellion,  and  died  in  Andover,  Conn. ;  Hugh,  of 
Simsbury;  Joseph,  father  of  our  subject;  and  Jane, 
I  who  died  young. 

j  Flon.  A.  T.  Pattison  was  reared  in  Simsbury. 
I  He  first  attended  the  district  schools,  then  the 
I  Granby  Academy,  under  Prof.  Alurphy,  and  finished 
!  his  schooling  at  Prof.  AIcLcan's  school,  in  Simsbury, 
'  at  the  age  of  nineteen.      He  began  his  business 
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career  as  clerk  in  the  store  wliich  he  now  manages, 
and  which,  was  then  in  charije  of  Judge  A.  S.  Cliap- 
man,  as  adniini.'-tralor  of  the  estate  of  Judson  W  il- 
cox,  and  when  Chapman  withdrew,  Jan.  i.  i8S6,  lo 
asstime  his  position  as  juohatc  judge,  ]\lr.  i'attison 
became  manager.  This  business  was  estabHshed  by 
jMr.  W  ilcox  in  1851. 

In  Xovember,  1896,  A.  T.  rattison  was  elected 
a  member  oi  the  State  Legislature.  Such  measures 
of  success  as  he  has  attained,  either  as.  a  business 
man  or  as  a  citizen,  has  come  to  hin\  in  the  town 
where  he  was  born  and  where  his  life  has  been  spent. 

On  Oct.  7,  1885,  Mr,  I'attison  married  ^Nliss  Ella 
Ruth  Wilcox,  who  was  born  in  Simsbury  Oct.  23, 
1862,  a  daughter  of  Judson  (the  founder  of  the 
store)  and  Xancy  S.  (Cliapman)  Wilcox.  This 
union  has  been  blessed  with  three  children:  Lucv 
\V.,  born  Oct.  14,  1886:  Stella  C. :  and  Julia  E', 
born  Aug-.  26,  1S90. 

Mrs.  Pattison  is  of  the  seventh  generation  of 
the  ^^TIXOX  family  in  Simsbury,  as  follows:  (I) 
William  Wilcox,  of  Stratford,  Lonn.,  born  in  lOoi 
at  St.  Albans.  Hertfordshire,  England,  came  to 
this  country  when  thirty-four  years  old,  on  the  ship 
"Planter,"'  having  certificate  from  minister  at  St. 
Albans  ;  freeman  of  Massachusetts,  1636;  moved  to 
■Stratford,  1639;  representative  at  Plartford,  1647; 
died  in  1652.  His  children:  John,  born  1633;  Jo- 
seph, died  Feb.  9,  1703;  Samuel,  died  }*Iarch  12, 
1713;  Obadiah,  born  1641.  died  1713;  Timothy,  died 
June  13,  1713-    Of  these, 

(II)  Samuel  (Sergt.)  Wilcox  first  located  at 
IMeadow  Plains  in  16O7,  coming  from  Stratf.jrd. 
He  had  three  sons,  Samuel,  William,  and  Joseph. 
(Ill )  Deacon  William  (2),  son  of  Samuel,  had  four 
sons,  John,  Lieut.  W'il'.iam  (3),  Amos,  and  Azariah. 

(I\')  Lieut.  William  (3)  was  born  m  1 727,_  left 
Simsbury  for  Lexington  at  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and  died  in  1775.  (V)  Dan, 
son  of  the  Lieutenant,  was  born  ^larch  25,  1772, 
and  married  Esther  Alerritt,  who  was  born  }»larch  8, 
1771,  and  died  Xov.  10,  i860,  at  Weatogue.  She 
was  a  daughter  of  James  and  Hannah  (Phelps) 
I^Ierritt,  the  latter  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
ISIargaret  (Watson)  Phelps,  who  were  born  in  Au- 
gust, 1712,  and  }ilay,  1714,  respectively.  Dan  Wil- 
cox spent  the  latter  part  of  his  life  hi  Weatogue. 
He  had  a  large  family:  Averil,  born  Jan.  25,  1793, 
was  a  farmer,  and  died  at  Simsbury  Jan.  23,  1866; 
Newton,  born  Dec.  22,  1794,  was  a  shoemaker,  and 
died  in  Simsbury  Sept.  25,  1841  ;  Aurelia,  born 
April  22,  1796,  died  Oct.  11,  1803;  Timothy,  born 
Jan.  19,  1799,  died  Oct.  13,  1820,  in  Bangor,  Maine, 
while  studying  for  the  ministry :  Harmon,  born 
Sept.  17,  1800,  died  Aug.  29,  1867,  in  Sandusky, 
Ohio;  Watson,  born  Aug.  7,  1802,  was  a  wealthy 
merchant  in  .Alabama,  married  Miss  Cordelia  Eno, 
and  died  in  Simsbury  Feb.  15,  1879,  leaving  one 
daughter,  .Adelaide,  now  residing  in  Ph!ladcl])hia ; 
James,  born  June  28,  1805,  was  a  farmer  in  Sims- 
bury, and  died  Oct.  5,  1858^  (VI)  Judson  (father 


of  Mrs.  Patti>on)  was  U-rn  at  Parkhaivi-te  I 
.^^arch  iS,  1808,  and  died  in  Simsl)ur\  June  h.  1879; 
Jury,  born  Aug.  10,  1S09,  died  in  Simsbury  June 

:  -u.  1881  ;  Lucy,  born  Oct.  23,  181  i,  was  married  to 
Uecius  Latiinier,  and  died  in  Simsburv  ( K't.  25, 

j  187O;  and  Lucius,  born  May  27,  1814,  was  at  one 
time  a  mi^rchaiu  in  Alabama,  and  died  Aug.  28, 

!  1885,  in  Canandaigua,  X',  V.    Ox  these, 

(\1)  Judson  W  ilcox,  father  of  Mrs.  I'attison, 
came  to.  Simsbury  when  quite  a  youth,  but  he  was  in 
poor  health,  and  liis  school  advantages  were  some- 
what neglected.  His  parents  were  not  wealthy, 
and  he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  at  which  he 
worked  several  years,  and  erected  a  number  of 
houses  in  Simsbury  and  Collinsville.  He  married 
in  Simsbury,  Api  il  20,  183 1,  Miss  Ruth  Tuller,  and 
a  few  years  later  removed  to  Illinois,  then  to  Ohio, 
engaging  in  farming,  but  chills  and  fever  com- 
pelled his  return  to  the  East.  His  wife  died  in 
Simsbury  Dec.  19,  i860,  and  Oct.  9,  1861,  he  mar- 
ried INIiss  Xancy  S.  Chapman,  who  was  born  April 
21,  1830,  a  daughter  of  Julius  and  X'ancy  (Davis) 
Chapman.  Julius  Chapman,  in  his  younger  days, 
was  a  blacksmith,  and  came  to  Simsbury  from 
Southampton,  [Mass.,  after  his  marriage,  at  Avon, 
X'.  Y.  To  the  second  marriage  of  Judson  Wilcox 
was  born  one  child,  (\TI)  Ella  Ruth,  now  ]\[rs.  A. 
T.  Pattison. 

After  his  rettirn  from  the  West,  Judson  Wilcox 
engaged  in  peddling  and  other  work,  until  he  had 
realized  sufticient  capital  to  start  (in  185 1)  the  first 
successful  mercantile  establishment  in  Simsbury 
Center.  By  close  attention  to  business  he  prospered, 
and  when  he  found  success  assured  he  began  paying 
off  debts  that  had  accrued  against  him  in  years  gone 
by,  and  Iquidated  them  all.  He  had  but  a  small 
room  to  start  with,  but  from  it  the  largest  mercan- 
tile concern  in  the  town  eventuated.  In  addi- 
tion he  was  for  some  years  agent  for  the  X^orth- 
ampton  railway  at  Simsbury,  but  this  in  no  way 
distracted  his  attention  from  his  legitimate  pttrsuit. 

W^hile  in  the  West  Mr.  Wilcox  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  Fraternity.  He  was  a  sincere 
Christian,  a  devout  Methodist,  and  for  years  was 
trustee  and  steward  in  his  church,  besides  holding 
several  minor  offices  therein.  He  was  a  man  of 
the  strictest  integrity,  as  was  evidenced  by  the  fact 
that,  at  the  age  of  forty-three  years,  he  had  cancelled 
all  the  indebtedness  which  he  had  incurred  in  his 
earlier  years.    He  stood  high  in  the  .esteem  of  his 

i  fellow  citizens.    His  ^\'idow  now  resides  with  her 

I  daughter,  Mrs.  A.  T.  Pattison. 

I  MERIT  XEWELL  WO(3DRUFF.  There  are 
I  few  men  in  Southington  in  the  last  half-century 
who  have  done  more  for  its  industrial  interests 
and  its  growth  and  prosperity,  than  the  man  whose 
name  initiates  this  review.  He  is  one  of  the  lead- 
ing and  successful  business  men  of  the  town,  and 
;  his  upright  course  in  life  commands  the  respect 
and  commendation  of  everyone. 
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Mr.  WcxDilrull  was  W>n\  ii)  Candor,  Tic^ga  Co., 
K.  v.,  Feb.  22.  i8_'6,  and  traces  his  ancestry  back 
to  Mattlicw  W'oodriiiY,  wlio  removed  from  Hart- 
ford to  l"armingt(.'n.  Conn.,  in  i()40,  and  was  ad- 
mitted as  a  freeman  iti  i()57.  He  was  one  of  i!ie 
eighty-fonr  proprietors  of  the  town  in  lOTJ,  and 
died  in  1(>S2,  at  an  advanced  age.  His  son,  Samuel 
W'oodrutt,  was  l)orn  in  i-~armington  Aug.  2(),  1661, 
and  married  Rebecca,  daiigliter  of  John  Clark.  In 
169S  he  removed  to  the  eastern  part  of  the  town, 
and  was  the  first  settler  in  what  is  now  the  town 
of  Southington.  He  is  said  to  have  been  quite 
large,  to  have  possessed  great  physical  strength, 
was  of  excellent  disposition,  auvl  always  oh  friendly 
terms  with  the  Indians.  He  ilied  Jan.  8,  1742.  His 
son,  Samuel  W'ocdrutt  (2),  was  born  in  Farm- 
ington  Jan.  20,  iOS6,  and  was  married,  July  10, 
1718,  to  Esther,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Esther 
(Woodford)  }Mvd.  He  died  in  Southington  in 
February,  1766.  He  held  the  military  rank  of  cap- 
tain, and  his  commission  is  now  in  the  hands  of  his 
descendants.  Samuel  V\"oodruff  (3),  son  of  the 
Captain,  was  born  Oct.  3,  1734,  served  as  a  private 
in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  died  July  7, 
181 6.  He  was  married,  Feb.  2,  1758,  to  Ruth 
Lyman,  daughter  of  Moses  and  Ruth  (Hickox) 
Lyman,  of  W'allingford.  Their  son,  Jason  Wood- 
ruff, grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  Aug. 
21,  1758,  and  was  married,  May  10,  1781,  to  ^lary 
Newell,  daughter  of  Josiah  and  Mary  (Upson) 
Newell.  He  followed  the  occupation  of  farming 
throughout  life,  and  died  Sept.  14,  1836. 

Sheldon  ^^'oodruff,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Southington  April  15,  179S,  and  in  early- 
life  followed  farming  for  some  years,  but  subse- 
quently erigaged  in  mercantile  business  in  New  York 
City.  Later  he  returned  to  Southington,  Conn., 
where  he  died  in  1884.  On  ^lay  19,  1818,  he  mar- 
ried Levea  Lewis,  daughter  of  Asahel  and  Lois 
(Lee)  Lewis,  and  granddaughter  of  Nathan  and 
Mary  (Gridlev)  Lewis.  The  grandfather  was  a 
son  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Black)  Lewis.  The 
father  of  Samuel,  \\'iHiam  Lewis,  came  from  Eng- 
land in  the  ship  "Lion,"  landing  in  Boston  Sept: 
16,  1632.  Four  years  later  he  came  with  a  com- 
pany to  Plartford,  but  in  1659  he  returned  to  Mas- 
sachusetts, becoming  one  of  the  founders  of  Had- 
ley,  which  town  he  represented  in  the  General 
Court  in  1662.  In  1677  he  removed  to  Farming- 
ton,  Conn.,  where  he  died  Aug.  2,  1683. 

From  the  age  of  ten  years  our  subject  was 
reared  in  .Southington,  and  his  education  was  ob- 
tained in  private  schools  of  Peckskill,  N.  Y.,  the 
public  schools  of  New  York  City,  and  Lew  is  Acad- 
emy, Southington.  On  leaving  school,  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  years,  he  went  to  New  York  as  assist- 
ant in  the  lumber  yard  of  his  uncle,  the  late  Anson 
Lewis,  and  on  his  return  to  Southington  entered 
the  employ  of  Amon  Bradley,  as  clerk.  Several 
years  later  he  was  admitted  as  a  partner  in  the 
business,  under  the  firm  name  of  Amon  Bradley 
31 


&  Co..  and  tlicy  did  a  successful  and  prosperous 
business  as  genera!  merchants,  both  laying  the  foun- 
liations  of  the  fortunes  which  they  to-day  enjoy. 
In  1865  they  dissolved  iiarincrship,  and  after  a 
season  of  rest  Mr.  XXondruff,  with  Norman  A. 
Barnes  as  a  partner,  opened  a  store  and  tailoring 
establishment,  which  they  conducted  for  two  years. 
He  then  retired,  ar.d  later  accepted  a  position  as 
bookkeeper  with  the  late  J.  B.  Savage,  with  Vv-hoin 
he  remained  six  years.  In  187S  he  was  chosen 
president  of  the  Atwater  ^Manufacturing  Co.,  a  po- 
sition he  still  fills.  When  he  became  connected 
with  the  company  it  was  at  a  low  ebb  financially, 
but  owing  to  his  good  judgment  and  ability  it  now 
stands  among  the  best  manufacturing  concerns  in 
the  State,  and  has  the  reputation  of  making  re- 
liable goods  in  the  market  of  this  country. 

On  Oct.  2,  1S56,  Mr.  Woodruff  was  united  in 
marriage  with  }vliss  ]^!arv  A.  Smith,  a  daughter  of 
W'illis  and  Emily  (Barnes)  Smith,  of  Soutliington, 
and  to  them  were  born  tv."0  children :  Arthur, 
deceased ;  and  Edna  L.,  who  is  a  member  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution.  The  wife 
and  mother  died  in  1SS2,  and  Mr.  Woodruff  erected 
a  handsome  fountain  which  he  presented  to  the 
C)ak  Hill  Cemetery  Association  as  a  memorial  to 
his  wife  and  son. 

Since  attaining  his  majority  ^Ir.  Woodruff  has 
been  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party,, 
and  has  never  missed  voting  at  any  National,  State 
or  towi?  election,  a  record  seldom  equalled.  He 
has  always  declined  political  office,  but  during  the 
winter  of  1893,  while  at  Hot  Springs,  he  was  nom- 
inated and  elected  warden  of  his  L)orough,  much  to 
his  regret,  and  the  following  year  he  declined  the 
renomination.  Since  1871  he  has  been  an  active 
and  influential  member  of  the  ^ileihodist  Episcopal 
Church,  during  which  time  he  has  held  several 
church  offices.  He  is  synipathic  and  generotis,  ex- 
tending a  helping  hand  to  the  poor  and  needy,  and 
is  always  ready  to  aid  those  less  fortunate  than 
himself,  but  his  charities  are  always  performed  in 
a  most  imostentatious  m.anner.  He  is  pleasant  and 
genial,  and  all  who  know  him  esteem  him  highly 
for  his  genuine  worth. 

CHARLES  MARCUS  BIDWELL.  One  of 
the  best  features  of  town  and  country  life,  as  com- 
pared with  the  more  feverish  existence  in  cities,  is. 
the  large  reserve  force  that  always  exists  there, 
usually  in  a  latent  or  undeveloped  form.  There 
are  individuals,  resident  in  the  smaller  centers  of 
population,  who  possess  all  the  requisites  for  posi- 
tions of  great  trust  and  responsibility,  but  who  are 
content  to  live  the  quieter,  more  normal  life  "near  to 
nature's  heart."  If  this  thought  were  voiced  in 
East  Hartford,  the  mind  of  the  well-informed  resi- 
dent would  probably  turn  to  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  who  in  his  earlier  years  checked  an  impulse 
to  enter  the  busier  scenes  of  human  endeavor  be- 
cause he  felt  he  was  needed  at  home.    In  the  chosen. 
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splKTO  of  his  activities  and  usefulness  Mr.  Bidwoll 
has  liecn  promineni  in  business  and  agriculture.  anJ 
hi^  keen  intellect,  sage  judgment  antl  jnililic  enter- 
prise have  la'^litigly  b.n.elited  the  conmninitv  in 
which  he  lives. 

It  ib  n.L>ie\vort!iy  that  Mr.  Uidw^l!  occupies  land 
which  was  tirst  occupied  by  his  ancestors,  and 
which  for  seven  generations  has  been  uninterrupt- 
edly in  the  possession  of  his  family.  The  founder 
of  the  family  in  America  was  John  Bidwell.  the 
pioneer  tanner  of  the  Connecticut  Colony.  John 
Bidwell  was  one  of  Rev.  Hooker's  partv  who  first 
settled  at  Hartford.  His  original  house  lot  was 
located  on  the  east  side  of  Trumbull  street,  near 
Pearl,  and  was  granted  him  before  1640.  He  with 
Joseph  Bull  built  a  sawmill  on  '"Sawmill  river" 
(now  Hockanum  river).  Thcv  were  granted  240 
acres — in  the  next  commons  for  timber  for  their 
mill— in  1671.  John  Bidwell  shared  with  three 
others  in  a  tract  of  270  acres,  in  the  distribution  of 
1666.  His  portion  was  along  what  was  known  as 
"BidwelTs  Lane"  (now  Burnside  Avenue),  and 
portions  of  this  land  have  been  owned  by  the  familv 
ever  since,  part  of  it  being  now  owned  and  occupied 
by  our  subject.  John  Bidwell  became  a  freeman  in 
1669.  He  married  Sarah  Wilcox.  Thev  were 
members  of  the  First  Church  of  Hartford,  and  when 
the  Second  Church  was  organized  they  became 
members  thereof.  He  and  his  sons  did  the  milling 
and  tanning  for  the  Colony,  his  old  tannery  standing 
in  the  north  end  of  what  is  now  B-.ishnell  Park. 
This  tannery  was  in  the  family  for  manv  genera- 
tions, and  various  members  of  the  familv  owiied 
mills  in  many  portions  of  the  Colony.  The  town 
from  time  to  time  voted  land  from  the  commons  to 
"John  Bidwell  and  sons,  nearest  to  their  mills  as 
their  needs  may  require." 

We  give  the  direct  line  of  descent  from  the  pro- 
genitor of  the  family  in  Connecticut  to  our  subject: 
(i)  John  Bidwell.  (2)  Daniel,  his  youngest  son, 
whose  wife  was  Elizabeth.  (3)  Daniel,  their  son, 
who  married  Esther  Buckland.  (4)  Daniel,  their 
son,  who  married  INlary,  daughter  of  Thomas  Ells- 
worth. (5)  Daniel,  their  son,  who  married  AsenatU 
Burnham.  (6)  Daniel,  their  son,  who  married  Mary 
White,  and  (7)  Charles  'M.,  their  son,  subject  of 
this  sketch. 

Daniel  Bidwell,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  July  10,  1748.  He  married  Asenath 
Burnham,  and  was  a  young  man  when  the  Revolu- 
tionary struggle  began.  He  enlisted  as  a  patriot, 
and  was  in  the  Long  Island  campaign.  When  the 
army  reached  Westchester  coimty,  N.  Y.,  he  was 
taken  sick,  and  was  sent  home.  He  died  within  a 
month  after  his  arrival  there,  leaving  a  widow  and 
one  child:  Mary,  born  Dec.  18,  1771,  married  to 
John  Gains,  and  raised  a  large  family:  Daniel,  thj 
father  of  our  subject,  was  a  postluimous  child. 

Daniel  Bidwell,  the  father,  was  born  Feb.  13, 
1777.  on  t^'ic  Home  now  occupied  bv  our  subject,  a 
short  time  after  the  death  of  his  father,  the  Revolu- 


tionary soldier.  The  school  he  attended  stood  near 
the  ]-)resent  North.  Division  school,  but  nearer  the 
street.  He  wa^  reared  as  a  farmer's  bov,  and  as  tlic 
only  son  of  his  widowed  mother  the  work  on  tlie 
farm  fell  mainly  upon  his  shoulders.'  lie  inherited 
agriculture  as  his  vocation,  and  remained  ih.rough 
life  on  the  farm  of  his  birth,  wliere  his  son,  our 
subject,  now  lives.  Daniel  IWdweil  married  in 
Glastonbury,  Mary,  daughter  of  JauK-s  and  Eunice 
(Rowley)  White,  members  of  an  old  Connecticut 
family.  The  fonr  children  of  Daniel  and  ?\Iary 
(Wliite)  Bidwell  who  reached  adult  life  were  as 
follows:  Daniel  L.  died -unmarried,  in  1S53;  Miss 
Mary  W.,  of  Glastonbury:  Charles  M..  our  sub- 
ject; and  ^L'lrtha  B..  wife  of  C.  N.  Carter,  a  retired 
merchant  aiul  manufacturer  of  Glastonbury.  The 
father  was  a  W  hig  in  politics.  He  was  a  large  and 
active  man  physically,  weighing  about  two  hundred 
pounds.  FIc  was  widely  and  well-known,  and  was 
always  devoted  to  home  and  family.  He  died  in 
1852,  aged  seventy-five  years.  His  wife,  who  was 
an  energetic,  active  woman,  deeply  interested  in 
current  events,  and  in  the  education  of  her  cliildren, 
was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  She  sur- 
vived her  husband  several  years,  dying  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two.    Thev  are  buried  at  East  Hartford. 

Charles  ]\[.  Bidwell,  our  subject,  was  born  S'^pt. 
II,  1829.  He  attended  in  his  boyhood  the  school 
where  his  father  before  him  conned  his  lessons, 
and  where  his  children  and  grandchildren  since 
have  received  their  early  instruction.  Fie  also  at- 
tended East  liartford  high  school  under  Salmon 
Phelps,  and  later  took  a  course  in  the  East  Hartford 
Academy,  imder  Prof.  Ivl.  L.  Rogers.  He  w'as  a 
quick  student,  and  was  on  the  highway  to  a  career  of 
wider  proportions  than  that  bounded  by  four  lines, 
but  his  parents  needed  his  services,  and  with  his  at- 
tendance at  the  East  Hartford  Academy  he  ended 
his  school  education  and  assumed  the  management 
of  the  farm.  As  a  student  he  was  especiallv  apt 
in  mathematics,  and  when  a  young  man  he  received 
many  tempting  offers  to  go  West  and  fill  positions 
of  responsibility  and  great  promise,  but  his  regard 
for  the  washes  of  his  parents  kept  him  on  the  farm. 
He  took  care  of  the  latter  and  also  assisted  his 
brother  who  carried  on  a  successful  business  in 
Hartford,  and  was  a  pioneer  in  the  construction  of 
water  works,  steam-heating  and  gas  plants,  having 
introduced  the  first  steam  heat  in  the  State.  After 
his  death  a  partnership  was  entered  into  by  our  sub- 
ject and  A.  P.  Pitkin,  who  had  also  been  an  assistant 
in  the  business,  and  the  concern  was  then  conducted 
for  eight  or  ten  years  by  the  firm,  undc  1  the  name  of 
r.idwell  &  Pitkin.  Mr.  Bidwell  then  sold  out  his 
interest.  In  recent  years  he  has  devoted  consider- 
able attention  to  real  estate,  and  now  owns  several 
blricks  of  very  desirable  building  lots  on  Burnside 
avenue. 

i  .Mr.  Bidwell  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
wife  v.as  Miss  Emma  I'.rewer,  of  Hockanum,  daugh- 
ter of  Selden  and  Marietta  ((jalpin)  Brewer.  His 
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5lcoih1  wife  was  Mrs.  Mary  (Sumner)  Xewconib, 
witlow  of  J.  W.  Xewcoinb.  J!y  her  first  marriage 
slie  was  the  inotlier  of  W  arreii  rutuain  Xeweonib, 
who  g;ra(luated  from  West  i\iiiu  Academy  in  the 
class  of  '8-'  as  the  sixth  in  h's  class.  :u-.d  lias  since 
scrveil  in  vuric^us  government  jiosts,  inchiding  tlic 
professorsliip  of  modern  languages  at  W  e^t  I'oint. 
Warren  Putnam  NewcomI)  is  the  only  living  male 
descendant  of  Gen.  Joscpli  W  arren.  The  children 
of  our  subject  by  his  rir,->t  marriage  are  as  follows: 
Adele  Emma,  at  home :  Dan'.el  D.,  a  graduate  of 
Yale  University,  and  a  journalist  l)y  profession,  who 
married  Edith  Mines,  of  Brooklyn,  X'.  Y.,  and  has 
one  child,  PauHne ;  and  Mary  A.,  who  married  Rev. 
Burr  ^I.  W'eeden,  an  Episcopal  minister,  and  died 
at  East  Hartford,  while  on  a  visit  to  her  parents, 
leaving  one  child,  Agnes  Aimira. 

In  politics  ^Ir.  iJidwell  has  usually  in  the  past 
affiliated  with  the  Republican  party.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  St.  John's  E]:)iscopal  Ghurch  at  East  Hartford, 
and  has  been  vestryman  and  warden  of  the  church. 
He  is  a  keen,  shrewd  business  man,  of  natural  in- 
tellect, commanding  presence,  and  ranks  as  one  of 
the  most  substantial  men  of  his  town.  Ele  has  a 
remarkable  memory,  is  well  informed  upon  the 
issues  of  the  day,  and  has  a  wide  acuaiiitance 
throughout  the  county. 

AUGUSTUS .HEXRY  EUXCK.  at  the  head  of 
the  largest  furniture  house  in  Bristol,  Conn.,  was 
torn  July  22,  1S36,  in  Xeuhaus.  Hanover,  Germany, 
and  is  a  son  of  Christian  F.  and  Johanna  (Stamm) 
Funck,  natives,  respectively,  of  Xeuhaus  and  -Ham- 
burg. 

Christian  F.  Funck,  who  was  born  April  cj, 
1810,  was  a  cabinetmaker  by  trade.  In  1846  he 
came  to  America,  and  in  1849  he  brought  his  family 
to  Bristol,  Conn.,  where  lie  had  found  employment 
making  cases  in  the  Brewster  &  Ingraham  clock 
shop,  which  position  ne  held  until  ready  to  go  into 
the  furniture  and  cabinet-making  business  on  his 
own  account.  In  1865  he  and  his  son,  Augustus 
Henry,  entered  the  furniture  and  undertaking  busi- 
ness on  the  X'orthside,  at  Doolittle's  corner,  in  1867 
removed  to  the  corner  of  South  Elm  and  Main 
streets,  and  tlie  next  spring  moved  to  the  town  hall, 
conducting  the  business  at  that  stand  until  1889, 
when  they  returned  to  the  property  at  the  corner 
of  Main  and  South  Elm  streets,  where  they  erected 
a  fine  brick  building,  and  where  Mr.  Funck  now  re- 
sides. 

To  the  marriage  of  Christian  F.  Funck  with 
Johanna  Stamm,  about  1830,  were  born  six  children  ; 
Dora,  born  Feb.  3,  1833,  is  the  wife  of  Conrad 
Haupt,  of  St.  Paul,  Minn.;  William  F.,  born  in 
April,  1834,  was  a  joiner  trade,  married  Mar- 
garet Rathburn,  and  died  in  Mankato,  I\linn.,  in  Xo- 
vember,-  1892;  Augustus  Flenry  is  next  in  order  of 
birth ;  Sophia  is  the  wife  of  George  W\  Schubert,  of 
Bristol;  Charles  Christian  is  living  in  Xorwalk, 
Ohio,  and  has  a  family;  Henry  Jacob,  born  in  1843, 


I  was  a  member  of  Company  K,  16th  Conn.  Vol.  Inf., 
I  and  died  in  Florence  prison,  in  South  Carolina,  in 
j  February,  1895-  Christian  F.  b'unck  never  jometl  a 
I  secret  society,  and,  although  for  many  \'ears  a 
I  Democrat,  never  aspired  to  public  oflice.  He  lost 
t  his  wife  in  June,  1873,  and  he  himseli  entered  into 
I  re.'-t  Xov.  14,  1888,  m  the  faith  of  tlie  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church. 

Augustus  Henry  Inuick  attended  school  in  his 
native  town  until  hcL  came  to  .Vmerica  in  l849;_theu 
attended  the  Bristol  (Conn.)  schools  imtu  ab;)ut 
1851  during  the  winter  months,  and  worked  on 
Lockwood  luttle's  farm,  his  next  work  being  ni 
Brewster  &  Ingraham "s  movement  department  for 
clocks  tmtil  1855.  In  1856  he  went  to  St.  Paul, 
Minn.,  and  worked  with  a  brother  at  carpentering 
tnitil  the  fall  of  i860  when  he  returned  to  Bristol, 
and  there  worked  at  the  same  trade  for  Edward  Hail 
until  July  22,  1S62,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company 
K,  16th  C.  \'.  I.  His  first  light  was  at  AntietaiUi 
where  he  was  wounded  in  the  foot;  he  was  at  the 
battles  of  Fredericksburg,  Xewport  Xews,  and  Suf- 
folk, went  through  the  Peninsula  to  Yorktown, 
White  House,  Taylor's  Farm,  and  Portsmouth,  \'a., 
then  at  Plymouth,  X'.  C,  where  he  v.-as  taken  pris- 
oner and  for  five  months  underwent  all  the  hor- 
rors of  the  prison  pen  at  Andersonville,  and  for  five 
months  longer  at  Florence,  whence  he  was  ex- 
changed, in  February,  1865.  After  being  ex- 
changed Mr.  Funck  lay  in  a  convalescent  camp  for 
some  time  and  later  was  sent  to  a  hospital  in  Balti- 
more, ]\Id.,  where  he  was  confined  with  typhoid 
fever  more  than  fotir  weeks.  He  was  th. en  granted 
a  furlough  home  for  thirty  days,  but  before  its  expi- 
j  ration  Gen.  Lee  surrendered,  and  Mr.  Funck  was 
!  honorably  discharged  at  Hartford,  and  mustered 
I  out  June  15,  1865. 

On  his  recuperation,  Mr.  Funck  went  into  the 
furnittire  business  with  his  father,  which  has  been 
alluded  to  quite  fully  above,  and  which  culminated  in 
1886  in  the  commencement  of  the  erection  of  the 
mammoth  four-story  building  on  Prospect  street, 
opposite  the  railroad  depot,  to  which  they  removed  in 
I  1890,  but  still  continue  to  occupy  their  block  at  the 
corner  of  Main  and  South  Elm  streets,  the  firm 
name  standing  the-  same  as  at  the  beginning,  viz : 
C.  Ftmck  &  Son. 

The  first  marriage  of  Augustus  H.  Funck  took 
place  Sept.  i,  1865,  to  Miss  .Maria  Harcke,  who  was 
born  in  Xeuhaus,  Germany,  in  1840,  and  came  to 
America  with  her  parents  about  1865.  She  died 
Dec.  16,  1SS3,  tlie  mother  of  the  following  named 
children:  lienry,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve 
years;  Augusta,  born  July  17,  18O7,  is  married  10 
Frank  L.  Muzzy,  and  has  one  child,  Dorothy; 
Sophia,  born  Xov.  19,  1868,  is  the  wife  of  Harry 
Landers,  of  Waterbury,  and  has  one  child.  Leroy ; 
Annie  J.,  born  April  3,  1870,  married  Marshall 
Smith,  of  Terryvilie,  and  has  two  daughters,  Rachel 
and  Ruth  M. ;  George,  born  Aug.  29,  1872,  married 
Xellie  Parsons  of  Waterbury,  and  has  had  born  to 
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him  two  chiklrcn,  Mario  aiul  Frances;  Minnie,  born  | 
Oct.  13,  1875,  teaches  tlic  kindergarten  in  Bristol; 
Einil,  born  Sept.  I  J,  1877,  married  Jessie  Hull, 
daughter  of  Dr.  George  IIulI,  and  is  now  asso- 
ciated with  liis  father  in  business;  and  Louis  E., 
born  March  17,  i8Si,  is  also  associated  with  his 
father.  The  second  marriage  of  iNlr.  Funck  was 
solemnized  Sept.  i,  18S5,  with  ^Mrs.  Annie  (Siegler) 
Fell,  of  Bristol,  and  this  union  has  been  crowned  by 
the  birth  of  one  child,  Harold  A.,  born  Aug.  15, 
18S8,  who  is  attending  school.  For  over  thirty 
ycars  Mr.  Funck  has  belonged  to  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, and  is  still  a  member  of  Franklin  Lodge, 
No.  56,  F.  tS:  A.  AL,  at  Bristol,  and  he  and  wife 
are  identified  with  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star. 
Mr.  Funck  is  also  affiliated  with  G.  W.  Thompson 
Post,  Xo.  13,  G.  A.  R.,  while  3.1rs.  Funck  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  \\'oman's  Relief  Corps  attached  to  that 
organization.  They  are  consistent  members  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  in  which  for  a  number  of  years 
he  has  been  a  vestryman,  treasurer  and  senior 
warden. 

LUTHER  SELDEX  WEBSTER,  an  honored 
and  highly-respected  citizen  of  Berlin,  was  born 
in  what  is  known  as  the  Beckley  Quarter  Sept. 
20,  1825,  and  is  a  representative  of  one  of  the 
most  int^uenlial  and  prominent  families  of  Hart- 
ford county. 

Jonathan  Webster,  his  father,  was  born  in  Xew- 
ington  about  iSoo,  and  died  about  18S5.  Fie  al- 
ways followed  the  occupation  of  farming  and  be- 
came quite  well-to-do.  Physically  he  was  short 
and  heavy-set,  and  in  disposition  was  rather  strict, 
compelling  his  cliildren  to  work  hard.  His  polit- 
ical support  was  first  given  to  the  ^^"hig  and  later 
to  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  took  considerable 
interest  in  church  work.  He  was  married  to  Rox-  j 
anna  Selden,  who  was  born  in  East  Haddam,  a 
daughter  of  Jonathan  Selden.  Both  were  laid  to 
rest  in  the  Becklev  Quarter  cemetery. 

Upon  the  home  farm  in  the  northern  part  of 
Berlin  Luther  S.  Webster  grew^  to  manhood,  and 
pursued  his  studies  in  the  Beckley  Quarter  school 
under  the  direction  of  a  'Mr.  Porter.  He  received 
rather  a  meager  education,  as  he  was  compelled 
to  work  on  the  farm  most  of  the  year,  and  has  often 
regretted  that  he  did  not  have  better  advantages  j 
along  that' Hue.  He  continued  to  attend  school 
through  the  winter  months  imtil  sixteen  years  of 
age,  and  then  gave  his  entire  time  to  the  work  of 
the  farm. 

On  Jan.  14,  1857,  Mr.  Webster  married  Miss 
Susan  Pratt  Richards,  who  was  born  July  9,  1832, 
and  is  still  living,  but  is  divorced.  Her  parents 
were  Amon  and  Betsey  (Pratt)  Richards,  who  died 
and  were  buried  in  Beckley.  By  this  union  Mr. 
Webster  had  one  daughter,  Fannie,  born  Xov.  5, 
1861,  who  was  married.  May  i,  1883,  to  Simeon 
McKay,  born  I\Iarch  24,  1855,  and  now  engaged 
in  farming  in  Berlin.    To  them  were  born  six  chil- 


j  dren:  Luther  Webster,  born  Oct.  7,  1883.  is  now 
m  the  employ  of  P.  &  P.  Corbin,  Xew  Britain ; 
Clayton  Xorth,  born  June  2,  1885,  died  Dec.  22, 
1887;  Grace  Emily,  born  Xov,  2,  1886,  died, July 
2,  J887;  Helen  Louise,  born  July  17,  1888,  Alice 
Evelyn,  born  July  11,  1890,  and  John  William, 
torn  C^ct.  16,  1892,  are  stil!  living.  I'^-^r  liis  sec- 
end  wife  Mr.  Webster  married  Mrs.  Emily 
Xorth)  McKay,  who  was  tx)rn  in  1824,  and  died 
Jan.  9,  1888,  her  remains  being  interred  in  the 
South  burying-ground,  Berlin.  Since  her  death 
his  daughter  and  family  have  made  their  home 
with  him. 

Mr.  Webster  remained  on  the  old  homestead 
until  18S6,  when  he  removed  to  Berlin  street  and 
purchased  the  old  Deacon  Xc^rth  property,  where 
he  has  since  resided.  On  questions  of  Xational 
importance  lie  suj)ports  the  Democratic  party,  but 
a'  local  elections  \otes  for  the  men  whom  he  be- 
lieves best  qualified  to  fill  the  offices,  regardless  of 
party  lines.  Fie  has  never  been  prevailed  upon  to 
accept  office,  although  public  honors  have  been  of- 
fered him  at  dift'ercnt  times.  He  is  a  consistent 
and  faithful  member  of  the  Congregational  Chtirch, 
to  which  his  second  wife  also  belonged,  and  of 
which  his  daughter  is  a  member.  His  has  been 
an  honorable  and  tiseful  life,  in  which  he  has  won 
the  confidence  and  high  regard  of  all  with  whom 
he  has  come  in  contact. 

JESSE  JOHXSOX  HOADLEY,  one  of  Marl- 
boro's highly  respected  citizens,  belongs  to  a  family 
that  originated  in  the  south  of  England  and  is  sup- 
posed to  have  derived  its  name  from  one  of  two 
parishes  in  Sussex,  East  and  West  Hoadley  (now 
spelled  Hoathly),  one  in  the  rape  of  Lewes  and  the 
other  in  that  of  Pevensey. 
j  (I)  William  Hoadley  (or  Hoadle,  as  he  spelled 
the  name),  the  ancestor  of  by  far  the  greater  part 
of  those  who  bear  the  name  in  this  country,  was 
born  in  England  about  1630.  He  first  appears  in 
Saybrook,  Conn.,  in  1663,  and  in  1666  he  bought 
the  home  lot  of  Rev.  Abram  Pierson,  of  Branford, 
when  the  latter  removed  to  Xev/  Jersey.  This  lot 
was  where  the  "Totoket  House"  now  stands,  and 
there  he  conducted  his  business  as  a  merchant,  his 
shop  being  next  to  his  dwelling-house.  He  was  . 
i  pronounced  a  freeman  May  13,  1669:  was  one  of 
the  repre-sentatives  or  deputies  for  Branford  for 
nine  sessions  between  1678  and  1C85;  was  select- 
man for  several  years,  and  was  quite  prominentlv 
identified  with  furthering  the  interests  of  the  town. 
The  name  and  time  of  death  of  his  first  wife  are 
unknown.  Fie  had  eight  children  according  to  the 
list  taken  Jan.  17,  1676,  but  the  names  of  only  seven 
are  known,  and  six  survived  him.  He  died  in  Xo- 
vcmber  or  December,  1709,  aged  about  seventy-nine 
years.  His  estate  inventoried  fi,ii6.  He  was  mar- 
ried a  second  time,  about  1686,  to  Mrs.  Mary 
(Bullard)  Farrington.  widow  of  John  I'arrington, 
of  Dedham,  Mass.    She  died  May  12,  1709,  and  he 
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later  niarricil  Mrs.  Rutli  (^liowcrs)  Frisbie,  who 
tlicd  April  JO,  173(1.  Jl-''^'  children  by  his  first  wife 
vere  William,  mentioned  below;  Samuel,  who  mar- 
ried Abii^.iil  J'arrington ;  Ji>hn,  who  married- Marcy 
Crane:  .Mar_\-.  who  married  Xatlianiel  Fineh  ;  Eliza- 
beth, who  died  unmarrie<.l  ;  Hannah,  who  married 
Xaihaniel  Johnson,  of  Branferd  ;  and  Abraham,  who 
married  Elizabeth  Maltby. 

(II  )  William  lloadley,  son  of  the  founder  of 
the  family  in  America,  ran  a  sawmill  on  Stony  river, 
the  permit  being  granted  if  he  would  agree  to  sell 
boards  at  five  shillings  and  not  take  more  than  half 
a  log  to  pay  for  sawing  it.  He  died  in  Branford, 
Conn.,  in  ]\Iay,  1738.  He  married  (first)  Abigail 
Frisbie,  and  they  had  three  children :  Alary,  born 
Alay  22,  1691,  was  married  Oct.  7,  17 13,  to  Adam 
Raynor,  of  Branford;  Hannah  was  born  April  27, 
1693  ;  Jemima,  born  March  24,  1695,  married  (first) 
Joshua  Fuller  and  (secondj  William  Allen.  For 
his  second  wife  the  father  married  Elizabeth  Frost, 
by  whom  he  also  had  three  children :  Elizabeth, 
who  married  (first)  John  Kincaid,  (second  I  Joshua 
Dudley,  and  (third)  Titus  Fairman ;  William,  who 
is  mentioned  below;  and  Lydia,  who  married  (first) 
Alexander  Alontgomery  and  (second)  John  Bray. 

(Ill)  William  Hoa'dley,  the  only  son  of  Will- 
iam and  Elizabeth  (Frost)  Hoadley,  was  born  Feb. 
13,  1707,  and  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Judds 
Aleadow,  now  in  the  town  of  Xaugattick.  He  w^as 
of  very  dark  complexion,  which  he  inherited  from 
his  mother,  and  was  known  as  "'Black  Will  Hoad- 
ley.'" He  conducted  a  gristmill  and  sawmill  for 
many  years.  His  will  was  dated  Aug.  14,  1779. 
He  married  Sarah  Frisbie,  and  they  had  the  follow- 
ing children  :  Sarah  married  Israel  Caulkins  ;  Eunice 
married  Josiah  Terrell ;  W  illiam  married  Esther 
Porter;  Lemuel  married  Urania  Alallory ;  Ebenezer 
married  Sarah  Lewis;  Ithiel  married  Sarah  Bundy; 
Jvide  married  Xaomi  Linker ;  Elizabeth  and  David 
died  young;  and  Elizabeth  (2)  married  Moses 
Warner. 

(I\')  William  Hoadley,  son  of  \\'illiam  and 
Sarah  (Frisbie)  Hoadley,  was  baptized  Alay  4, 
1734,  and  died  Dec.  21,  1820.  lie  sold  his  father's 
gristmill  and  reinoved  to  Ohio,  but  one  year's  resi- 
dence there  satisfied  him,  and  he  returned  to  Xau- 
gatuck.  He  married  Esther  Porter,  a  very  hand- 
some woman,  who  came  from  a  wealthy  family, 
and  was  the  village  belle.  They  had  six  children, 
namely :  Ammi,  bom  June  15,  1762,  married  Amy 
Thompson;  Culpepper,  born  Sept.  10,  1764,  married 

]Molly  Lewis;  Lucina,  born  —  ,  married  (first) 

"VVillard  Eline,  and  (second)  Samuel  Pardee,  of 
Columbus,  Ohio;  Esther,  born  in  1769,  was  mar- 
ried in  1791  to  Lyman  Tyler,  of  Prospect,  Conn. ; 
William,  born  Dec.  28,  1774,  married  Xancy  Hitch- 
cock ;  and  Ithiel  was  the  grandfather  of  our  stibject. 

(\')  Ithiel  Hoadley,  born  in  Xaugatuck  in  1776, 
died  in  Waterbury,  Conn.,  in  1859.  About  1800  he 
married  Olive  Caroline  Johnson,  who  died  in  Water- 
bury  Feb.  24,  1857,  aged  seventy-one  years.  She 
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was  a  very  beautiful  woman,  and  an  accomplished 
musician,  and  sang  verses  of  her  own  com])osition. 
j  They  located  in  Waterbury,  though  it  is  said  their 
I  eldest  son  was  born  in  Iloadleyville,  Plymouth, 
i  Conn.    They  had  four  children:  Williant  Burton, 
I  born  May  25,  1800,  married  Alvira  (Alger)  Hunt; 
:  Seklen  Sylvester,  the  father  of  our  subject,  is  next 
j  in  the  order  of  birth;  Harriet,  born  in  1S07,  married 
Horace  Chapman,  of  East  Hampton,  Conn. ;  and 
'  Lueinda,  born  alxjut  iSii,  married  Lewis  Hodge, 
j        (\  I)   Selden  S}-lvester  Hoadley  was  born  in 
j  Waterbury,  Conn.,  Jan.  25,  1804,  and  died  in  Ile- 
i  bron  Xov.  28,  1883.    He  worked  in  the  stone  quar- 
j-  ries  of  Portland  for  thirty-five  years,  and  then 
j  moved  to  "Cotton   Hollov.'",    South  Glastonbury, 
where  he  conducted  a  boarding  house  for  seven 
j  years,  at  the  end  of  that  time  coming  to  Alarlboro, 
i  and  locating  on  a  place  near  Marlboro  pond,  where 
1  he  remained  ten  years.    Subsequently  he  lived  on 
I  various  farms,  and  spent  his  last  years  at  the  home 
j  of  our  subject,  where  both  he  and  his  wife  died, 
j  She  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Lydia  Chapman,  and 
I  was  born  in  1800  in  Salem,  Conn.,  a  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Hannah  (Miller  Chapman,  who  died  in 
Ohio.    After  the  death  of  her  father,  which  oc- 
curred when  she  was  }oung,  she  returned  to  this 
State,  and  being  obliged  to  earn  her  own  living, 
worked  for  Flollister      Glazier,  in  Cotton  Hollow, 
as  one  of  their  first  weavers.    She  died  in  1895. 
Otir  subject  is  fourth  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of 
six  children,  the  others  being  as  follows :  Alary, 
married  David  Chappel,  and  Hved  in  South  Alan- 
chester;  Olive  C,  born  June  26,   1828,  married 
George  B.  Alallory,   a   machinist,   of  Bridgport, 
Conn.;  Selden  S.,  born  Dec.  17,  1831,  married  Ellen 
i  Xichols,  of  \Vesterly,  R.  I. ;  Alonzo,  born  Sept..  6, 
1836,  married  Jidia  Coleman,  and  is  employed  in  a 
tannery  in  Bridgport;  and  William  Woodbridge, 
born  Dec.  17,  1840,  married  X'ancy  M.  Smith,  and  is 
1  fisherman  of  Xorthport,  L.  I.    Three  of  the  four 
sons  were  soldiers  in  the  Civil  war,  one  being  al- 
t  lowed  to  remain  at  home  to  care  lor  the  parents. 
[        (Vil)  Jesse  J.  Hoadley,  whose  name  introduces 
I  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Portland,  Conn.,  Alarch  2, 
j  1834,  at  the  time  his  father  was  employed  in  the 
!  quarries  at  that  place.    Fie  obtained  only  a  very 
limited  education  in  the  district  schools  of  East 
I  Hampton  and  Glastonbury,  and  after  leaving  school, 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  he  worked  as  a  farm 
\  hand  for  James  M.  Dickinson  at  eight  dollars  per 
!  month,  remaining  with  him  three  or  four  years, 
i  Later  lie  worked  for  Jesse  Dickinson,  the  father  of 
j  his  former  employer,  for  al)0ut  the  same  length  of 
!  time,  and  subsequently  was  employed  in  the  saw- 
I  mill  of  Aaron  Phelps  until  the  latter's  death,  when 
I  he  conducted  the  mill  for  the  estate  for  some  time, 
j  working  on  a  farm  through  the  summer  and  in  the 
j  mill  during  the  winter  months. 

During-  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Hoadley  manifested 
j  his  patriotism  by  enlisting  in  August,  1863,  in  Com- 
'  pany  K,  of  the  'TTghting  l''ourteenth"  Connecticut 
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\'o!untoi.'rs,  which  rci^iniciit  was  so  actively  cn- 
j^a^cd  iliat  it  l"st  all  cit  us  (jtliccrs  with  the  cxccptimi 
of  the  orderly  sergeant,  aiul  as  fast  as  a  man  was 
pronioted  he  wouUl  be  killed.  Our  stihjcel  served 
under  Maj.-Gen.  ilancock.  dibhons  and  1  luniphri^s, 
antl  participated  in  nearly  all  the  enuragenients  in 
which  the  reL;inient  took  part,  with  the  exceinion  of 
the  battle  of  Gettysburg.  Un  .March  25,  i8;>5.  he 
was  wounded  at  Farniville,  \  a.,  near  the  North 
Carolina  line,  on  the  Danville  «S;  i'etersburg  railroad, 
being  shot  in  the  left  sheudder  anil  for  a  tune  it  was 
thought  that  he  could  not  possibly  recover.  The 
surgeons  performed  a  verv  difticult  operation  on 
him,  known  in  surgery  as  "resection  and  exsec- 
tion,''  which  consists  in  cutting  otT  the  end  of  the 
bone  of  the  arm  where  it  lits  into  the  socket  in  the 
shoulder.  The  use  of  the  left  arm  was  ahliost  wholly 
destroyed,  and  the  scar  of  the  surgeons'  knife  is  a 
ghastly  one.  ]\Ir.  Hoadley  remained  in  the  hospital 
until  August,  1865,  when  he  was  discharged  from  the 
service  and  returned  to  ^^larlboro.  Near  ^Marlboro 
he  purchased  a  farm  on  Jones  street,  Hebron,  where 
he  remained  nineteen  years,  and  in  1S87  removed 
to  his  present  location,  where  he  purchased  a  saw 
mill  and  the  property  known  as  the  George  Foote 
place.  The  mill  is  one  of  the  old  landmarks  of  the 
town.  In  1887  ]Mr.  Hoadley  erected  his  present 
comfortable  residence. 

Our  subject  was  married,  in  1859,  to  IMiss  Susan 
A.  Coleman,  who  was  born  in  Marlboro,  in  1838, 
a.  daughter  of  Oliver  and  Susan  (Johnson)  Cole- 
man, the  former  a  farmer  of  that  town.  To  our 
subject  and  his  wife  was  born  a  daughter,  Olive, 
who  married  Dan  Jones,  and  died  in  1893,  leaving 
four  children :  \'era,  Amelia,  Jessie  and  Emerald 
Dan  Jones. 

In  his  political  affiliations  ^Ir.  Hoadley  is  a  Re- 
publican, and  in  his  social  relations  is  a  member  of 
Aioiton  A.  Taintor  Post,  Xo.  9,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Col- 
chester. He  is  widely  known  and  highly  respected, 
and  is  an  excellent  conversationalist,  capable  of 
entertaining  a  listener  all  day  wdth  interesting  war 
reminiscences. 

ALEXANDER  PEXROSE  FORBES  GAM- 
MACK,  M.  B.,  C.  AL,  one  of  the  leading  physicians 
of  Berlin,  was  born  in  Kincardineshire,  Scotland, 
July  6,  1867,  and  is  a  son  of  Rev.  James  Gam- 
mack,  M.  A.,  LL.  D.,  the  present  rector  of  St,  James' 
Episcopal  Church  at  West  Hartford. 

Tlis  father  was  born  in  Aberdeenshire,  Sc'^jtland. 
April  23,  1837,  and  in  early  life  studied  for  the 
ministry,  being  ordained  at  the  age  of  twenty-two 
years.  He  was  a  clergyman  in  several  parishes  in 
Scotland  before  coming  to  America,  in  1889,  and 
then  was  rector  of  Saviour's  Church,  East  Toronto, 
Canada,  for  four  years.  At  the  end  of  that  period 
he  came  to  Plymouth,  Conn.,  as  pastor  of  St.  Peter's 
Church,  where  he  remained  two  years,  and  since 
then  has  held  his  present  charge — St.  James'  Church, 
at  West  Hartford.    He  was  married,  April  29, 


i8!)2,  to  Miss  Jane  Ann  Wilson,  who  was  also  born 
in  Ahordeenslnre.  Scotland,  Dec.  3,  1840,  being  the 
eldest  daughter  of  the  Rev.  John  Wilson,  of 
I'reninay,  and  to  them  were  born  six  ciiildren: 
Mar\'  Catherine,  now  the  wife  of  Frederick  W. 
Winter,  a  manufacturer's  agent,  of  Utica,  X.  Y. ; 
Alexander  J'.  I-".,  our  subject;  John  Wilson,  who 
married  Mary  Adele  Coles,  of  Glen  Cove,  Eong 
Island,  and  is  now  rector  of  St.  Paul's  Church,  at 
thai  place;  Arthur  James,  who  married  Mary 
Thompson  Bridgman,  of  Stamford,  Conn.,  and  is 
rector  of  Christ's  Church,  West  Haven;  George 
W  ilson,  an  electrician  in  the  employ  of  the  Pope 
I  Manufacturing  Co.,  of  Hartford;  and  Frederick 
Sharp,  a  chemist  for  Beach  &  Co.,  in  Hartford. 
Our  subject's  paternal  grandfather,  Alexander  Garn- 
;  mack,  was  engaged  in  mercantile  business  in  early 
;  life,  and  later  l\)l!owed  farming.    He  died  in  1857, 

at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years, 
i        Dr.  Gammack  began  his  education  at  an  early 
'  age,  and  after  attending  the  schools  of  Kincardine- 
shire for  some  time  entered  the  Grammar  School  in 
Aberdeen.    He  next  studied  under  private  tutelage, 
•  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  entered  Kings  College, 
Cniversity  of  Aberdeen,  where  he  remained  two 
j  years.    He  took  up  the  study  of  medicine  in  Alari- 
I  schal  College,  which  he  attended  for  five  years,  gradu- 
I  ating  at  the  end  of  that  time  with  high  honors,  and 
!  receiving  the  degrees  of  M.  B.  and  C.  jM.  He 
could  have  completed  the  course  at  the  age  of  twenty, 
i  but  was  held  back  until  he  attained  his  majority, 
j  For  a  short  time  he  was  engaged  in  practice  in 
j  Stokesley,  Yorkshire,  England,  with  Dr.  \\  illumi 
i  Guthrie  Forbes,  and  after  the  death  of  his  partner 
'  came  to  this  country  with  his  parents,  in  1889.  He 
I  spent  some  time  in  Manitoba  m  charge  of  an  Indian 
I  reserve,  having  received  a  government  appointment, 
!  and  then,  on  account  of  ill  health,  he  removed  to 
!.Kent  county,  Ontario,  Canada,  where  he  established 
j  an  ofiice  with  Dr.  J.  C.  Bell,  and  where  he  remained 
:  about  four  years.    At  the  end  of  that  time  he  re- 
'  turned  to  England,  where  for  two  years  he  was 
engaged  in  practice  with  Dr.  S.  F.  McLachlan  at 
Longtown,  Cumberland.      On    again    coming  to 
j  America  he  took  up  his  residence  in  East  Berlin, 
j  Conn.,  Oct.  4,  1895,        htre  he  has  already  estab- 
'  lished  a  good  j>ractice,  which  extends  throughout 
Berlin,  Cromwell,  Middletown,  Newington,  Rocky 
i  Hill  and  neighboring  towns.    He  is  also  medical 
I  examiner  for  a  larg-e  number  of  insurance  companies 
I  in  his  district.    The  Doctor  is  the  patentee  of  what 
'  is  known  as  "Killweed,"  a  preparation  which  suc- 
I  ccssfully  removes  the  objectionable  and  unsightly 
;  weeds  from  walks,  driveways,  etc.,  and  has  formed 
;  a  company  for  the  manufacture  of  the  same.  The 
'  sale  of  this  valuable  preparation  is  rapidly  increas- 
ing, and  it  is  being  used  with  most  satsfactory  re- 
sults. 

;       On  August  26,  1896,  Dr.  Gammack  married  Miss 
Isabella  Catherine  Agnes  Scott,  who  was  born  Aug. 
'  27,  1870,  and  is  a  daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  Robert 
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Scott,  of  Xcw  York.  Thov  liavc  one  chiKl,  Jean 
Isabel,  born  Jan.  J.  1S9S.  The  Doctor  and  his  wife 
are  both  members  of  St.  (^labriel's  Cluircli,  of  East 
Berlin,  of  which  his  brother  Arthur  was  tlie  tirst 
rector,  an  l  under  whom  the  church  was  built.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Indepen.Ient  Order  of  For- 
esters, and  of  several  medical  societies  in  Scotland 
and  EnglaiKl.  As  a  physician  and  citizen  he  stands 
high  in  the  community  where  he  now  makes  his 
home,  and  he  has  made  many  warm  friends  during 
his  residence  here. 

EDWARD  DURDEX  (deceased)  was  long  a 
well-known  resident  of  l'lurn^ide,  and  was  held  in 
great  respect  by  all  who  knew  him  for  his  many 
excellencies  and  personal  merits.  He  was  a  native 
of  the  County  of  Middlesex.  England,  came  of  a 
well-to-do  family,  and  was  l)orn  ^ept.  17.  1841.  a 
son  of  John  W.  and  Jane  (Walton)  Burden,  the 
former  of  whom  died  when  t'le  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  but  fourteen  years  of  age. 

John  W.  Burden  was  an  undertaker  in  London, 
and  at  his  death  was  possessed  of  a  comfortable 
competence,  sufficiently  ample  for  the  rearing  and 
educating  of  his  seven  cliildren,  three  of  whom  were 
boys,  namely:  John  W.,  collector  for  the  Hind  & 
Coup  Brewing  Co.,  of  London  ;  Edward,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  ;  and  Alfretl.  clerk  for  a  large 
tea  importing  concern,  with  his  residence  in  a  Lon- 
don suburb.  The  four  daughters  4re  named  Emma 
Z.,  Jane  W.,  Eliza  and  r\Iaria.  All  are  still  living 
in  England,  Jane  W.  being  an  inmate  of  Lord  Wing- 
field's  family,  in  Oxfordshire.  The  mother  was  a 
remarkably  intellectual  ladv  and  reareil  her  children 
most  respectably ;  she  was  called  from  their  midst 
in  1895.  '  ... 

Edward  Burden  for  some  time  assisted  his  father 
in  the  undertaking  business  prior  to  the  latter's 
death,  and  afterwards ,  was  in  the  emplov  of  the 
London  &  Northwestern  Railway  Co.  On  Oct.  i, 
1867,  in  Buckinghamshire,  he  married  Miss  Sarah 
A.  Saunders,  a  native  of  the  county,  born  June  5, 
1846,  daughter  of  James  and  Sarah  (  Barnes ;  Saun- 
ders, who  were  the  parents  of  twelve  children.  Of 
these,  Mrs.  Burden  was  the  second  born;  five  beside 
herself  are  in  the  United  States,  and  six  still  live  in 
England. 

In  June,  1870,  IMr.  Burden,  with  his  wife  and  in- 
fant son,  Harold,  sailed  for  the  United  States  in  the 
sailing-ship  "\'ictory,"  and  landed  in  X'ew  York 
June  21.  Mr.  Burden  went  thence  to  Detroit, 
Mich.,  where  he  lived  one  year,  and  then  came  to 
Connecticut,  as  in  the  meanwhile  his  wife's  brother 
had  settled  in  th's  State.  For  awhile  Mr.  Burden 
was  employed  in  Hartford,  and  tlien  became  agent 
at  Bolton,  Tolland  county,  for  the  Hartford,  Provi- 
dence (S:  Fishkill  Railroad  Co.,  with  which  he  re- 
mained seven  years,  in  1879  coming  to  Burnside, 
where  he  soon  afterward  erccled  the  tlwelling  in 
which  he  resided  until  his  lamented  deatli.  March  iS, 
1892,  his  remains  being  interred  in  East  Hartf:jrd. 


Mr.  Burden  was  a  man  of  the  strictest  inici::riiv, 
and  was  greatly  estcemec!  wherever  he  lived.  •  His 
ctinrts  io  keep  his  v.ord  were  cxtraordinarv,  and 
his  love  for  his  family  amounted  to  adoration.  He 
lived  and  died  a  true  Christian,  having  been  a  life- 
long member  of  the  Episcopal  Churcli ;  in  politics 
he  was  a  Democrat,  but  cared  little  for  otlice,  and  al- 
though he  served  one  term  as  a  member  of  the  school 
committee,  as  a  matter  of  public  duty,  he  declined 
re-election. 

I  To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buiden  were 
i  born  four  children:  (^1)  Harold,  born  in  Engiand, 
April  3,  1S69.  died  in  Detroit,  ]Mich.,  July  8,  1S70, 
i  at- the  age  of  fifteen  months.  (2)  Mildred,  born 
I  Sept.  21,  iS/O,  was  killed  at  the  Main  street  cross- 
I  ing.  East  Hartford,  by  a  passing  train,  Xov.  20. 
'  1S91  ;  she  was  twenty-one  years  old.  and  her  tragic 
fate  was  so  great  a  shock  to  her  father  that  it  was 
I  the  primary  cause  of  his  death  the  following  March. 
:  (3)  Harold,  of  Burnside,  was  born  Sept.  23,  1S73, 
!  married  Miss  Hattie  Louise  Bragg,  and  has  one 
'  child,  }v[ildred  L.    (4)  Charles  E.  died  in  infancy. 

The  sad  fate  of  her  daughter,  and  the  death  of  her 
;  husband  so  soon  following,  caused  Mrs.  Burden 
such  poignant  grief  that  she  sought  surcease  in  a 
visit  to  England,  found  in  the  change  of  scene  tem- 
I  porary  relief,  and  after  a  few  months  returned  to 
I  Burnside,  where  her  landed  .interests  are  sittiated. 
I  Here  she  owns  several  tenement  houses  besides  her 
!  own  comfortable  residence,  which  was  built  for  her 
'  by  her  husband. 

^Irs.  Burden  has  manifested  rare  business  ability 
and  great  determination,  and,  although  she  has  ex- 
perienced trials  almost  beyond  the  comprehension  of 
'  the  average  individual,  has  maintained  her  walk 
j  through  lite  most  nobly,  sustained  by  her  faith  in 
the  teachings  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  she  being  a 
member  of  St.  John's,  at  East  Hartford,  at  present; 
she  was  confirmed  in  England.    Xo  lady  in  Burn- 
!  side  has  more  devoted  friends,  and  no  one  is  pos- 
\  sessed  of  more  amiable  and  commendable  traits  of 
I  character,    and    womanly    accomplishments  and 
;  virtues. 

i  FRAXIvLiX  BALL,  for  the  past  twenty-three 
!  years  an  employe  in  the  case  department  of  the  E. 
j  Ingraham  Clock  Co.,  was  born  in  Bristol,  Conn., 
June  21,  1835.  is  f^f'  '^'''^  seventh  generation  of 
I  the  family  in  X'ew  England,  the  line  being  traced 
j  backward  as  follows  : 

i  (I)  Franklin,  tlie  subject.  (H)  Charles  B.all, 
I  a  native  of  Bristol,  born  in  1806,  lived  on  Lake 
j  Avenue,  had  a  farm  of  120  acres,  was  also  a  wood 
;  turner,  and  for  si.x  years  was  in  ])artnership  in  this 
I  business  with  his  eldest  son,  Henry.  He  never 
1  paid  nnich  attention  to  politics,  but  was  ver\"  active 
!  as  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Cluircli,  being  one  of 
!  the  first  to  join  the  Bristol  congregation.  In  1856, 
\  he  went  to  Lodi;  111.,  engaged  in  farming  for  sev- 
I  eral  years,  then,  after  the  close  of  the  Civil  war, 
'  went  to  San  l-'rancisco  and  engaged  in  the  same  pur- 
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suit  until  his  dcatli.  He  marricil.  Xov.  2('),  1S26, 
Miss  Isabclic  Einilinc.  born  in  1810,  a  (Jautxiitor  of 
Dr.  Anson  Warner,  cif  rixnioulh.  Conn.,  and  the 
result  of  this  nuirriaije  was  six  ehilclren:  llcnrv, 
born  Dec.  6,  iSjy.  is  larniinij;-  in  Russell  eounlv, 
Kans. ;  Hiram,  burn  Xov.  ^3.  18J9.  is  a  nieehanic  in 
Alexandria,  \'a. ;  .Alary  Ann.  born  Xov.  23,  183J,  is 
a  widow  and  resides  in  San  Francisco;  Franklin, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  comes  next;  Orrin.  born 
May  21,  1840,  was  wounded  in  the  war  ui  the 
Rebellion,  and  died  shortly  afterward  in  Illinois; 
and  Francis,  who  also  served  in  the  war  of  the  Re- 
bellion, is  a  carpenter  by  trade  and  lives  in  Wood- 
bury, Connecticut. 

(HI)  Xoah  Ball,  grandfather  of  subject.  (R") 
Caleb  Ball,  Jr.,  born  in  1740.  (\')  Caleb  Ball,  Sr., 
born  in  1697.  )  John  Ball,  born  in  1649.  (^  H) 

Alien  Ball,  born  in  16 — ,  was  living  in  X'ew  Haven 
in  1643. 

Franklin  Ball  was  primarily  educated  in  the  Bris- 
tol common  schools  and,  later,  in  the  Bristol  Acad- 
emy, which  lie  left  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  in  the 
meantime  having  assisted  his  father  on  the  farm. 
He  then  married  and  removed  to  Illinois  where  he 
farmed  until  i860,  at  v.'hich  time  he  returned  to 
Bristol  and  worked  one  year  in  the  S.  E.  Root  clock 
shop,  and  then  in  the  Irenus  Atkins  clock  shop  until 
he  enlisted  Sept.  20,  1861,  in  Company  C,  Tenth 
C.  V.  I.,  and  was  sworn  in  as  a  musician.  He  was 
at  the  battles  of  Roanoke  Island,  Xewberne,  and 
Goldsboro,  at  the  siege  of  Charlestown  (July  28  to 
Oct.  25),  Drury's  Bluff,  Bermuda  Hundred,  Deep 
Bottom,  siege  of  Petersburg  (Aug.  28,  to  Sept.  29), 
Hatcher's  Run  and  Appomattox  Court  House.  He 
was  several  times  struck  by  balls,  but  not  seriously 
injured,  and  was  mustered  out  Oct.  7,  1864.  On  his  [ 
return  from  the  war  he  again  entered  the  employ  i 
of  Mr.  Atkins  as  clock  case  maker,  and  worked  with  | 
him  until  1877,  ^vhen  the  concern  failed;  he  then 
found  emplo}'ment  in  the  case  department  of  the 
E.  Ingraham  Co.,  where  he  has  worked  during  the 
past  twenty-three  years. 

Mr.  Ball  was  united  in  marriage  Feb.  5,  1856,  to 
Miss  Laura  Aletta  Barnum,  who  was  born  !March 
14,  1838,  in  Bethan}-,  Penn.,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Ansel  Floyt  Barnum.  The  children  that  have  graced 
this  union  were  Charles  Ansel,  born  June  5,  1857, 
died  Sept.  11,  1857;  Frank  Eugene,  "born  Jan  24, 
1859,  was  married  April  24,  1883.  to  ?vliss  Rosalie 
Pappi,  of  X'ew  York  City,  and  has  two  children, 
Earle  \'incent,  born  3,Iav  30,  1884,  and  Genevieve 
Aletta,  born  Dec.  21,  1888  (the  father  has  for  the 
last  twenty-four  years  been  employed  in  th.e  rule 
department  of  the  Benedict  &  Burnham  Co.,  at 
W'aterbury)  ;  Frances  Eugenie,  twin  of  Frank  Eu- 
gene, died  Aug.  11,  1859. 

Mr.  Ball  was  formerly  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  1 
Church,  in  which  he  was  a  vestryman,  but  he  and 
wife  are  now  identified  with  the  Prospect  iNI.  E. 
Church,  she  being  a  member  of  the  Ladies'  Aid  So- 
ciety. Mr.  Ball  is  afhliated  with  the  G.  V\'.  Thompson 


Post.  Xo.  13,  G.  A.  R.,  of  which  he  is  a  past  com- 
mander, and  has  been  chai'lain  for  ten  years,  and  his 
j  wite  is  a  meniher  of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  in 
I  which  she  has  held  the  oltices  of  junior  and  senior 
j  v:ce-prvsideni.    .Mr.  Ball  has  been  a  delegate  to  the 
Xaiional  Encampment  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  aid  on 
Comniander'-in-cliief    Weiserts'  and    Gen.  Alger's 
stalls;  he  has  also  been  installing  officer  and  in- 
specting otlieer  of  different  I'osts  of  the  State  de- 
partment for  the  past  ten  years,  is  at  present  chief 
mustering  officer  of  the  department  of  Connecticut, 
G.  .\.  R.,  chaplain  of  Post  .\o.  13,  chaplain  of  Bris- 
tol Grange  Xo.  116,  and  vice-president  of  the  loth 
C.  \  .  \  eteran  .Association.    He  is  likewise  a  member 
of  the  .Alger  Siatl  Association  of  the  United  States, 
I  of  which  :\Irs.  Gen.  Russell  .A..  Alger  is  the  only 
lady  lionorary  member. 

In  politics  :Mr.  Ball  is  a  Republican.  He  has 
served  on  the  grand  jury,  but  has  never  sought 
office,  although  he  is  an  extremely  popular  gentle- 
man. 

HOX.  BURWT^LL  CARTER,  a  prominent 
brass  founder,  and  one  of  the  most  influential  and 
public-spirited  citizens  of  Plainville,  was  born  in 
Wolcott.  Xew  Haven  Co.,  Conn.,  Xov.  13,  1827, 
a  son  of  Reuben  and  Mary  (Bailey)  Carter. 

His  maternal  grandparents  were  Deacon  James 
and  Theda  Bailey,  of  Wolcott,  while  his  paternal 
grandparents  were  Stephen  and  Triphena  (Upson) 
Carter,  also  of  Wolcott.  Stephen  Carter  was  a 
son  of  Jacob  and  'Mary  (Barnes)  Carter,  the  for- 
mer of  whom  was  an  early  settler  of  Southington, 
this  county,  where  he  died  July  6,  1796.  He  was 
a  son  of  Jacob  and  Dorcas  (Tyler)  Carter.  Jacob 
Carter,  Sr.,  came  to  this  State  from  Southold,  Long 
Island,  and  located  in  Branford.  The  father  of 
our  subject  was  born  in  Wolcott  in  1793,  and  was 
reared  upon  a  farm  in  that  town,  v.diere  he  subse- 
quently follow^ed  farming  up  to  1837,  wdien  he  re- 
moved to  Plainville,  and  here  worked  as  a  brass 
niolder  until  his  death,  in  1840.  In  his  family  were 
eight  children,  namely :  Lucas  H. ;  Theda,  wife  of 
S.  F.  Clark;  Sclina  D.,  wife  of  Edward  Twitchel; 
Timothy  U. ;  James  B. ;  Burwell ;  and  two  who 
died  in  infancy. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  our  subject  were 
passed  in  Wolcott  and  Plainville,  and  he  received 
a  common-school  education.  At  the  age  of  fifteen 
years  he  commenced  work  as  a  helper  in  the  brass 
foundry  of  his  brother,  L.  PI.  Carter,  in  Plain- 
ville and  in  Ansonia,  and  he  continued  to  work  in 
brass  foundries  in  various  towns  until  he  had  thor- 
oughly mastered  the  business  in  every  detail.  In 
1875  purchased  the  plant  of  his  brother  in  Plain- 
ville, and  has  since  successfully  conducted  it,  ha\-ing 
built  up  a  most  excellent  trade. 

Mr.  Carter  has  been  twice  married,  h's  first 
wife  having  been  Miss  Sarah  E.  P>ird,  a  daughter 
of  George  anr!  Betsey  (Stanley)  IJird,  of  .\'ew 
Haven,  and  'by  that  union  two  children  were  born: 
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George  S.,  wlio  married  Clara  Gili)ert;  aiul  Sarali 
E.,  wife  of  J\aiisoni  Daker.  For  his  second  wife 
Mr.  Carter  married  Miss  Achsah  Talniadg-e,  a. 
daughter  of  Davitl  and  Rebecca  (^Dailey  )  Tahiiadge, 
of  Torrin.gfurd,  Conn.,  and  by  this  marriage  he  also 
has  two  chililren :  Lucas  11.,  who  married  Emma 
Cook:  and  Edward  T.,  who  married  Lizzie  Jordan. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carter  are  earnest  members  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  and  he  belongs  to  Fred- 
erick Lodge,  Xo.  14.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Plainville,  and 
Phoenix  Lodge.  L  O.  O.  V.,  of  Xew  Britain.  In 
his  political  views  he  is  a  stanch  Repuljlican,  and 
he  is  a  recogn-ized  leader  of  the  party  in  his  com- 
munity, having  served  as  chairman  of  the  Plain- 
ville Republican  committee  for  many  years.  He 
has  also  been  honored  w  ith  important  official  posi- 
tions, the  duties  of  which  he  has  most  capably  and 
satisfactorily  discharged.  He  has  been  a  grand 
juror  several  terms;  rirst  selectman  one  year;  and 
represented  Plainville  in  the  State  Legislature  dur- 
ing the  sessions  of  1874-75,  181)7-98  and  1899- 
1900.  .      _  . 

HOX.  JAMES  T.  COOGAX,  manager  of  the 
Anchor  [Mills  Paper  Co.,  \\'indsor  Locks,  is  a  busi- 
ness man  of  rare  ability  and  sagacity,  and  since  he 
has  taken  personal  charge  of  the  interests  of  the 
Anchor  [Mills,  in  which  he  is  a  large  stockholder, 
the  prosperity  of  the  enterprise  has  greatly  ad- 
vanced. His  sound  judgment  and  energetic  com- 
pletion of  any  plan  once  adopted  make  his  co-opera- 
tion valuable  in  any  line  of  effort,  and  he  has  fre- 
quently been  called  to  serve  the  cominunity  in  offi- 
cial positions  of  prominence,  including  that  of  rep- 
resentative in  the  General  Assembly. 

[Mr.  Coogan  comes  of  a  notably  able  and  intelli- 
gent family,  whose  members  have  achieved  distinc- 
tion in  various  lines  of  effort.  James  Coogan,  his 
father,  was  born  [May  i,  180S,  in  Dublin,  Ireland, 
where  his  youth  was  spent.  He  learned  the  paper- 
maker's  trade,  and  on  coming  to  the  United  States 
in  1830  followed  sam.e  for  many  years  in  different 
places,  being  at  one  time  employed  in  the  Anchor 
[Mills.  Having  decided  to  settle  permanently,  in 
Windsor  Locks,  he  engaged  in  the  general  mercan- 
tile business.  He  was  a  man  of  fine  abilities,  and 
a  character  which  commanded  the  respect  and  ad- 
miration of  all  classes.  In  religious  faith  he  was 
a  Catholic,  and  as  one  of  the  first  trustees  of  St. 
Mary's  Church,  at  \\'indsor  Locks,  he  did  much  to 
build  up  the  parish.  Politically  he  was  also  active, 
and  at  one  time  served  as  representative  of  the 
State  Legislature,  being  the  first  Catholic  ever- 
elected  to  that  body.  In  1840  he  was  married,  at 
Brooklyn,  X\  Y.,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Byrne,  a  native 
of  Dublin,  Ireland,  who  died  in  1867,  and  he  sur- 
vived her  until  1879.  Of  their  seven  children,  the 
eldest,  Edward  D.,  born  April  2,  184 1,  is  a  prom- 
inent business  man  of  Windsor  Locks,  and  has  been 
a  conspicuous  figure  there  in  politics  for  .-cveral 
years.    He  is  a  leading  Democrat,  has  held  all  the 


local  offices,  served  ins  town  in  the  State  Legisla- 
ture, and  in  1896  was  a  delegate  tu  the  Xationa! 
Convention  at  Chicago  that  nominated  W.  J.  Brvam 
for  the  Presidency;  He  is  president  of  the  Wind- 
sor Locks  Water  Works,  and  a  stockholder  in  the 
Electric  Light  Co.  (2)  James  T.,  uur  subject,  is 
mentioned'  more  fully  below.  (3)  Timothy  C, 
born  Oct.  8,  1847,  at  \\'indsor  Locks,  practiced  law 
ip_  Thompsonville  and  Hartford  in  early  manho<:>d 
and  is  now  a  successful  lawyer  in  San  Francisco, 
his  residence  being  in  Oakland,  Cal.  He  is  prom- 
inent in  political  movements.  (4)  Joseph  A.,  a 
prominent  ph.ysician  of.  Windsor  Locks,  was  born 
Sept.  14,  1849,  ^'^"^  after  receiving  a  common-scliool 
education  there  attended  Holy  Cross  College,  and 
St.  John's  College,  at  Fordliam,  X.  Y.  In  1873  he 
entered  Bellevue  Hospital  [Medical  College,  where 
he  was  graduated  three  years  later  with  honors. 
For  ten  years  he  practiced  in  Hartford,  securing  a 
large  remunerative  patronage,  but  his  health  failed 
as  a  consequence  of  two  attacks  of  pneumonia,  and 
he  was  compelled  to  give  up  his  professional  work 
and  seek  renewed  strer-gth  in  a  trip  to  Europe,  fol- 
lowed by  a  winter  at  Los  Angeles,  Cal.  He  then 
spent  a  year  in  post-graduate  work  at  Bellevue,  un- 
der the  direction  of  his  friend,  the  noted  Prof.  Ed- 
v.-ard  Janeway,  and  in  April,  188S,  he  located  at  his 
native  town,  where  his  skill  and  ability  won  ready 
recognition.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in  public 
affairs,  and  during  his  residence  in  Hartford  he  was 
a  member  of  the  high  school  committee  and  of  the 
board  of  health ;  was  also  physician  and  surgeon  to 
all  the  Roman  Catholic  institutions  of  the  city,  in- 
cluding St.  Augustine's  College  and  the  Old  Peo- 
ple's Home  of  West  Hartford.  He  was  also 
president  of  the  Order  of  Knights  of  St.  Patrick, 
surgeon  of  the  First  Company  of  Governor's 
Horse  Guards,  and  chairman  of  the  Democratic 
city  and  town  committees.  For  two  successive 
years  he  was  a  Fellow  of  the  State  [Medical  So- 
ciety, and  censor  of  the  County  [Medical  Society ; 
at  present  he  is  health  officer  of  the  town  ■ 
of  Windsor  Locks,  and  president  of  the  Hartford 
County  [Medical  Association.  (5)  Ann  Eliza,  eld- 
est daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth  Coogan,  mar- 
ried J.  B.  Benson,  of  Windsor  Locks.  (6)  John 
W.  is  a  successful  lawyer  in  Hartford.  (7)  [Mary, 
known  as  Sister  Laurentia,  is  in  a  convent  in 
Bridgeport. 

James  T.  Coogan  was  born  Feb.  14,  1S43,  - 
Lee,  [Mass.,  but  his  boyliood  was  spent  chiefly  in 
Windsor  Locks,  where  he  attended  the  public 
schools  for  a  time.  At  the  age  of  nine  years  he 
was  employed  in  the  stockinet  factory,  and  he  after- 
ward worked  on  a  farm  in  Suffield,  but  later  be- 
came a  clerk  in  his  father's  store.  In  1867  he  and 
his  brother  Edward  engaged  in  general  ,  mercantile 
business  at  the  present  site  of  the  post  office,  after 
three  years  removing  to  the  corner  of  Main  and 
Bridge  streets,  Vvhere  they  continued  until  the 
brother  withdrew  from  the  firm.    Our  subject  re- 
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niainod  in  cliargo  of  the  >-toro  at  ^^ain  aiul  IVidj^e 
streets  until  1884.  when  lie  was  ai*po;nteJ.  jxist- 
niasler  hy  President  Cleveland,  and  lor  some  years 
his  attention  was  devoted  to  the  duties  of  that  po- 
sition. In  iS^jo  he  beoame  eonneetei'r  with  the 
W  hittlesey  Mills,  at  W'iniUor  Loeks,  under  the  tlrni 
name  of  Coogan  ^  Tusey.  and  eni:r^.ged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  tissue  antl  toilet  jKipcr.  Soon  afterward 
a  joint-stoek  company,  known  as  the  Anchor  ]\Iills 
Co.,  was  formed,  of  wh.ich  Mr.  Coogan  became  a 
member,  and  until  1895  he  was  connected  with 
both  enterprises.  Since  1897  he  has  held  his  pres- 
ent position  of  manager  of  the  AnchiT  Mills,  the 
establishment  being  at  present  devoted  to  the  manu- 
facture of  tissue  copying  pajiers.  He  has  been  in- 
terested at  times  in  other  corporate  enterprises,  hav- 
ing beeii  a  director  in  the  \Vindsor  Locks  Savings 
Bank  and  the  Windsor  Locks  &  Warehouse  Point 
Bridge  Co.,  but  notwithstanding  his  business  cares 
he  finds  time  for  active  work  in  local  aliairs.  He 
has  served  as  selectman,  and  for  many  years  was 
secretary  of  the  local  board  of  echacation,  while  in 
18S0  he  represented  his  town  in  the  State  Legisla- 
ture, doing  especially  good  work  as  a  member  of 
the  committee  on  Insurance.  Socially  he  is  popular 
witli  all  classes. 

JOHN  GAYLORD  STODDARD  is  a  repre- 
sentative of  one  of  the  oldest  Connecticut  families, 
one  which  for  seven  generations  has  lived  within 
the  confines  of  Hartford  county,  and  which  has 
been  intimately  associated  with  the  life  and  de- 
velopment of  this  prosperous  region.  The  mental 
activity  of  our  subject  in  his  younger  days  is 
evinced  by  the  fact  that  for  eleven  years  he  taught 
school  in  the  neighboring  towns.  Latterly  he  has 
been  identified  with  the  material  interests  of  the 
county,  in  an  agricultural  way. 

The  ancestor  of  the  Stoddard  family  in  Con- 
necticut v,-as  John  Stoddard.  The  records  of 
Wethersfield  show  that  in  1664  several  parcels  of 
land  were  aw^arded  to  him  in  that  locality,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  customs  of  the  times.  Mr.  Stod- 
dard seems  to  have  been  a  settler  in  that  vicinity 
some  years  prior  to  this  award.  John  Stoddard, 
his  son,  settled  on  the  land  where  our  subject  now 
lives,  having  acquired  it  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
seventeenth  century.  His  son,  Jonathan  Stod- 
dard, the  great-great-grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  married,  in  1717,  to  Abigail  Wickham.  Their 
son,  Jonathan  Stoddard,  great-grandfather  of  John 
G.  Stoddard,  was  born  in  Wethersheld  Jan.  18, 
1738.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  French  and  Revo- 
lutionary wars,  bearing  the  title  of  captain,  and 
would  often,  when  he  was  old,  tell  the  bc)ys  what 
Washington  said  and  did  in  the  retreat  from  Long 
Island  and  at  Valley  Forge — those  "times  that  tried 
men's  souls."  His  son,  likewise  named  J(jnathan, 
was  born  July  24,  1772.  He  was  a  farmer  by  oc- 
cupation, and  became  quite  prominent  in  local  af- 
fairs.   Strong  in  physique  and  active  in  manner, 


he  exerted  considerable  intluence  among  his  fellow 
townsmen.     He  was  for  sonie  years  captain  of 
militia.    He  married  Candacc  Peck,  who  was  born 
in  Bristol,  Conn.,  Jan.  lO,  1771,  and  seven  chil- 
i  tlren  were  born  to  them:  Jonathan;  Hiram  Ed- 
t  wards,  father  of  our  subject :  Sabra,  wlio  lirst  mar- 
I  ricd  Ir-a  Andrews,  and  later  Jehiel  Xoble ;  Xathan 
!  h'enn ;  Candace,  who  was  twice  married,  first  to 
Edward  Howard,  and  later  to  James  E.  Lovelaiid, 
by  whom  she  had  a  son,  Charles  Muim  Loveland ; 
Joseph ;  and  Abigail  Hrmor,  who  married  Justus 
Griswold. 

Hiram  E.  Stoddard  was  born  in  1796  in  Xew- 
ington,  was  reared  in.  that  vicinity,  and  was  well 
educated  for  those  times,  receiving  common-school 
advantages,  by  which  he  successfully  mastered  the 
"three  r's,"  which,  in  most  cases,  was  the  ultima 
Thiilc  of  his  day  and  generation;  in  addition  he 
attended  a  select  school,  taught  by  the  wise  minister 
of  the  parish.  Rev.  Joab  Brace.  Adopting  the  oc- 
cupation of  farming,  he  supplemented  it  in  his 
younger  years  by  teaching  school  for  a  number  of 
winters,  and  later  in  life  he  engaged  in  selling  dry- 
goods,  etc.,  in  the  South,  as  was  the  custom  amor;g 
the  more  enterprising  young  men  of  the  county  dur- 
ing the  early  years  of  the  present  century.  He  was 
remarkably  well  informed  and  enterprising.  At  a 
j  time  when  Xewmgton  was  a  part  of  Wethersfield 
he  was  a  selectman  of  the  town.  In  farming  he 
prospered  to  a  fair  degree.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church.  ]\Ir.  Stoddard  mar- 
ried Fanny  Filley,  daughter  of  Sylvanus  Filley,  of 
East  Windsor,  now  South  Windsor,  a  representa- 
tive of  one  of  the  old  Windsor  families.  The  fam- 
ily of  Fliram  E.  and  Fanny  Stoddard  consisted  of 
five  children:  John  G..  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Heman  Francis,  who  died  aged  five  years; 
Mary  Jane,  wh.o  was  married,  -darch  19,  1S57,  to 
William  W.  Clark;  Hiram  Hulson,  born  in  1S37, 
who  married  (first)  ^Martha  Ann  Goodwin,  and 
(second)  Elma  A.  Pratt,  of  Granville,  Mass.  (he 
is  now  a  resident  of  Kearney,  Xeb.  He  en- 
listed in  1861  in  the  5th  Conn.  V.  I.;  he  was 
editor  for  manv  years  of  the  "Poultry  World"); 
and  Fanny  Eliza,  who  died  wheia  nine  years  old. 
Hiram  Edwards  Stoddard  died  Oct.  26,  1883,  aged 
eighty-seven.  Pie  was  struck  by  a  train  while 
crossing  the  Xcw  York,  Xew  Flaven  &  Hartford 
railroad  with  an  ox-team,  hauling  wood.  His  wdfe 
died  April  18,  1877. 

John  G.  Stoddard,  whose  name  introduces  these 
hues,  was  born  in  Wethersfield  (now  Newington), 
Conn.,  Sept.  6,  1827.  He  attended  the  district 
schools,  and  also  the  academy. which  then  flourished 
in  the  town.  He  jxjssessed  a  retentive  memory, 
was  devoted  to  history  and  general  reading,  and 
remained  in  school,  during  the  winter,  until  he 
reached  his  eighteenth  year.  When  nineteen  'Sir. 
Stofldard  began  teaching  in  the  neighboring  towns, 
at  West  Hartford,  Southington  and  East  Hartford, 
becoming  well-known  as  one  of  the  efficient  in- 
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stnictcrs  oi  his  time,  excelling-  in  tlio  cducaTioral 
rcquironionts  of  that  day.  Dining  tlic  sninnicrs, 
wliilc  teaching  school,  Mr.  Stoddard  followed  farm- 
ing, and  he  finally  adopted  this  occnpation  pcr- 
iiianenilv  in  a  small  way,  devoting  special  atten- 
tion to  tdhacco  rai^mg.  which  he  has  followed  for 
fortv  vear.-.  -Mr.  StCKldard  lias  been  a  carelul,  con- 
servative bnsincss  man,  and  has  been  quite  suc- 
cessful- Iii  politics  he  was  formerly  a  \\  hig.  and 
he  has  been  a  Republican  since  the  formation  of 
that  party,  active  in  public  ali'airs.  lie  was  elected 
selectman  of  W'cthersfield  before  Xewington  was 
set  off  as  a  separate  town,  and  in  iSoS  he  was 
elected  representative.  In  iSSS  he  was  elected 
selectman  of  Xewington,  and  in  1899  was  elected 
first  selectman,  serving  one  year  and  declining  re- 
election. Mr.  Stoddard  has  always  been  interested 
in  the  public  schools,  and  a  more  zealous  advocate 
for  their  efficiency  and  steady  improvement  it  would 
be  difficult  to  find.  For  eight  or  ten  \ears  he  has 
been  a  school  visitor.  \Mien  a  boy  he  became  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  to  which 
his  wife  also  belongs. 

On  Sept.  6,  1854,  IMr.  Stoddard  was  married  to 
Caroline  Sarah  Rice,  of  Charlemont,  Mass.,  who 
was  born  Xov.  7,  1825,  daughter  of  Roswell  and 
Sarah  (Hathaway)  Rice,  the  former  a  descendant 
of  Capt.  Closes  Rice,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
Charlemont ;  he  was  shot  by  the  Indians  in  his  corn- 
field. Mrs.  Stoddard  was  but  five  years  of  age  when 
her  mother  died,  leaving  five  children :  Harriet  X""., 
Harvey  D.,  Caroline  S.,  Charles  H.  and  Hart  A., 
the  last  named  now  living  on  the  old  homestead. 
The  father  subsequently  married  Amy  Avery, 
daughter  of  Jonathan  x\very,  a  Revolutionary 
soldier,  but  to  this  union  no  children  were  born. 
Mrs.  Stoddard  taught  eleven  terms  of  school  pre- 
vious to  her  marriage.  To  our  subject  and  wife 
.have  been  born  four  children:  (i)  John  Ros- 
well, born  Aug.  9,  1S55,  is  a  machinist  by  trade,  and 
is  assistant  superintendent  for  the  Russell  &  Er- 
win  Co.,  of  Xew'  Britain.  On  April  30,  1878,  he 
married  Lila  3>I.  Steele,  and  they  have  had  seven 
children — Louise  B.,  born  Feb.  20,  1879,  now  a 
teacher  in  East  Hartford ;  John  Elias,  born  Dec. 
27,  1880,  engaged  as  shipping  clerk  with  the  Pope 
Manufacturing  Co. ;  Hart  A.,  born  Sept.  4,  1883 ; 
Ruth  and  Ruby,,  tv.-ins,  born  July  19,  1S85,  the 
latter  of  whom  died  when  six  weeks  of  age ;  Ralph 
R.,  born  Dec.  23,  1888;  and  Lila  A.,  born  Dec.  10, 
1893.  (2)  Harriet  Eliza,  born  ]May  17.  1857,  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Connecticut  Xormal  School.  She 
is  the  widow  of  John  T.  Cochrane,  and  for  four- 
teen years  has  been  in  the  office  of  the  State  board 
of  education.  She  has  one  son,  Harry  H.,  now^  a 
student  in  Trinity  College.  (3)  Hart  Avery  died 
in  infancy.  (4)  Frederick  Fludson,  born  Aug.  23, 
1862,  died  in  January,  1876. 

Mr.  and  -\Irs.  Stoddard  have  a  fine  home. 
Every  member  of  the  family  has  musical  talent, 
each  playing  some  instrument  well,  and  Mr.  Stod- 


dard has  ac(|uired  quite  a  reputation  for  his  articles 
on  poultry,  and  as  a  writer  of  verse.  For  many  years 
j  he  was  a  frequent  contributor  to  the  pages  of  tlje 
I  'T''ouUry   World."  a  mouthy,   formerly  published 
!  by  11.  II.  Stoddard,  of  Hartford.    He  gave  much 
attention  to  tiie  breeding  of  fine  poultry,  and  his 
i  strain  of  Plymouth  Rock  fov.  ls  is  known  and  valued 
j  in  every  State  of  the  Union.    He  has  always  been 
j  noted  for  his  industry,  and  is  a  self-made  man, 
I  having  received  no  aid  on  the  road  to  prosperity, 
but  he  has  been  blessed 'with  good  health,  and  has 
i  improved  every  opportunity  in  his  path,  as  the  rec- 
ord of  his  career  shows. 

WILLIAM  WALTER  XORTOX  (deceased), 
j  during  his  lifetime  one  of  the  prominent  and  in- 
1  Huential  citizens  of  Kensington,  was  born  in  that 
village  Oct.  5,  1819.    There,  too,  he  died,  Sept.  30. 
1894.  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  seventy-five  vears,  and 
there  he  was  buried,  in  West  Lane  cemetery. 

The  district  schools  of  his  native  town  aft'ordcd 
I  Air.  Xorton  his  only  opportunities  for  education, 
I  and  his  deficiencies  in  this  regard  constituted  a 
j  source  of  poignant  regret  to  him  in  later  years.  He 
I  found  life  on  the  paternal  farm  circumscribed  and 
prosaic,  and  while  yet  a  young  man  went  West  to 
seek  his  fortune.    There  he  engaged  in  business  and 
invested  in  mining  stock,  but  ultimately  gravitated 
back  to  Berlin.    Shortly  after  his  return  he  was 
tendered  the  position  of  agent  for  the  Xew  York, 
j  Xew-    Haven    &      Hartford    Railway    and  the 
Adams   Express   Companies,   which   he  accepted, 
and  this  position  of  grave  responsibility  he  filled 
for  nearly  thirty  years,  discharging  the  duties  at- 
taching thereto  with  that  mental  acumen  and  un- 
swerving fidelity  which  were  his  salient  character- 
istics throughout  life.    The  high  regard  in  which 
he  was  held  by  his  fellow  citizens  was  attested  by 
their  repeatedly  honoring  him  with  offices  of  high 
honor  and  grave  trust.    At  various  times  he  was 
grand  juror,  judge  of  probate,  and  first  selectman, 
besides  holding  various  minor  offices. 

Mr.  X'orton  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife, 
Aliss  Harriet  E.  Brown,  to  whom  he  was  married  on 
Jan.  2,  1841,  was  born  Sept.  7,  1821,  and  died  in 
June,  1891.  In  Xovember,  1892,  he  married  Miss 
X'ellie  Emma  Lyman  Hunt,  daughter  of  Willard 
and  Augusta  Hunt,  well-known  and  respected  resi- 
dents of  Berlin..  She  was  born  Xov.  22,  1862,  in 
Berlin,  and  died  Dec.  15,  1899.  She  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church  of  Berlin,  where 
she  lived'  from  childhood  until  her  marriage,  and 
was  an  active  church  worker,  beloved  and  respected 
by  all. 

The  late  Islr.  X'orton  was  of  a  genial,  whole- 
souled  disposition,  always  ready  to  aid  his  neigh- 
bors, and  universally  popular.  His  advice  was  con- 
stantly sought,  frequently  on  matters  of  grave  im- 
portance, and  always  freely  and  cheerfully  given. 
I'or  many  years  he  was  a  Republican  in  politics, 
but  toward  the  close  of  his  life  affiliated  with  the 
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Democratic  party.  In  both  politics  and  public  af- 
fairs lie  was  always  inllucntial,  and  tlie  grief  with 
which  th.c  conmnmily  learned  the  news  of  his  death 
was  deep,  sincere  and  widespread.  lie  was  loncf 
an  at!:end.ant  at  the  Methodist  Church,  but  in  later 
years  was  tt^.be  seen  anion^'  the  Congregationalisls. 
Kis  character  was  beyund  reproach,  his  nnnd  keen 
and  active,  and  his  sympathies  broad  and  tender. 

Idle  issue  of  his  second  marriage  was  one  son, 
William  Stephen  ^larcus,  burn  Sept.  19,  i8(.)4.  The 
child  is  unusually  bright.-  and  it  was  his  mother's 
hope  that  he  might  study  the  profession  of  law. 

ROBERT  CORN  WELL  DUX  HAM,  a  well- 
to-do  farmer  and  influential  citizen  of  Southington, 
was  born  on  the  farm  which  he  now  occupies  Oct. 
4,  1S27,  a  son  of  Harvey  Dunham,  who  lived  in 
Shuttle  ^Meadow.  The  father  was  born  Feb.  5, 
1799,  and  v/as  ;iiarried,  Oct.  2,  18^2,  to  Miss  Julia 
A.  Cornwell,  by  \\  Iiom  he  had  four  children,  who 
reached  maturity;  Angeline,  wife  of  Henrv  K.  W. 
Dickinson,  who  has  three  children,  Sidney,  Ed- 
ward and  Cliarles :  Robert  C. ;  Truman,  now  de- 
ceased, who  is  survived  bv  six  children,  El'a  (  }vlrs. 
Albion  Dyer).  Tr\on  G.  (who  has  one  son,  Tryon 
Hunt),  Alary,  Katlierinc,  Bell  and  Alice;  and  Sarah 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  George  Loomis,  who  has  two 
children,  Carrie  and  George.  The  father  died  Alarch 
23,  1869. 

Harvey  Dunham,  Sr.,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  lived  east  of  Shuttle  ]\Ieadow,  where  his 
son  Harvey  lived  and  died.  He  was  married.  Feb. 
9,  1795,  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Capt.  William 
and  Catherine  (Codner)  Tryon,  of  Middletown. 
He  died  July  15,  1836,  and  his  wife  June  23,  1865, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-two  years.  His  fa- 
ther, Sylvanus  Dunham,  was  born  in  1742,  and 
lived  on  the  west  side  of  Shuttle  ^vleadow,  v»diere 
he  died  Sept.  i,  181 8.  He  married  Rebecca  Wood- 
ruff, daugluer  of  Hezekiah  and  Sarah  (  Alacon) 
Woodruff.  .Sylvanus  Dunham  was  a  son  of  Gideon 
Dunham,  of  Southington,  wlio  was  the  founder  of 
the  family  in  this_  county,  and  is  supposed  to  have 
come  from  ALartha's  \'ineyard.  He  died  April  27, 
1762. 

Robert  C.  Dunham,  our  subject,  has  spent  his 
entire  life  upon  tl:e  old  homestead,  engaged  in  ag- 
ricultural pursuits.  During  his  boyhood  he  became 
thoroughly  familiar  with  all  the  duties  wdiich  fall 
to  the  lot  of  the  farmer,  and  acquired  his  literary 
education  in  the  common  schools,  and  at  Hopkins 
Academy,  Hadley,  Mass.  On  March  *ir,  1851, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Josepliine  AL 
Park,  born  Xov.  2,  1830,  a  dauglitcr  of  Chauncey 
(born  Oct.  16,  1807)  and  Fmeline  (Field)  (born 
Feb.  2,  1808)  Park,  of  West  Xorthneld,  Mass.-, 
and  granddaughter  of  Levi  Park,  who  was  born 
Dec.  30,  1786.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dunham  were 
Lorn  five  childreti:  Gi'orge  C.  married  Charlotte 
Davis,  of  Stoncboro,  l^enn.,  and  -they  have  had 
five  children,  Bertha  E.,  Edna  B.,  Robert  A.,  Ruth 


I  May,  and  Charles  (deceased).    William  X.  mar- 
I  ried  Mary  B.  Smith,  of  Xew  P.ritain,  ai'd  they 
;  have    three    children,  Myrtle    C  Leroy   X.  and 
^  Josephine  M.    Frederick  I*,  married  (first)  Jennie 
Woodruff,  of  Souiliington,  who  died  leaving  two 
children,  Paul  C.  and  Dana  W. ;  his  second  wife, 
Elizabeth  W  biting,  of  Soutlnngton,  also  died  leav- 
j  ing  two  children,  Clarence  W.  and  Jennie  -^I.,  and 
I  for  his  third  wife  he  married  Grace  Dayton,  of 
I  Southington  ;  they  have  two  children,  Halstead  F. 
i  and  Gladys  M.    Mary  J.  is  the  wife  of  Edwin  G. 
i  Lewis,  ,and  has  one  daughter,  Marion.    Julia  E. 
I  is  the  wife  of  Lewis  SJiepard.    ]jy  his  ballot  ^Iv. 
I  Dunham  supports  the  men  and  nieasures  of  the 
I  Republican  party,  and  he  has  served  one  term  as 
grand  juror. 

I       CASE.    The  Case  family  is  one  of  the  oldest 
in  this  section,  and  is  connected  with  many  other 
j  prominent  i)ioneer  lines,  notably  the  Cornish,  Huni- 
p>hrey  and  Adams  families. 

John  Case,  from  whom  the  Cases  in  Simsbury, 
Canton  and  Barkhamsted  trace  their  descent,  is  said 
(  to  have  come  from  Gravesend,  England,  in  the  ship 
■"Dorset,"  Sept.  3,  1635.    _He  was  at  Xewtown,  L. 
;  L,  in  1656,  and  later  spent  some  time  at  Flartiord 
•  and  Windsor,  but  fijially  located  at  Weatogue,  wiiere 
I  the  site  of  his  old  homestead  can  still  be  located, 
j  Ph.elps'  "History  of  Simsbury"'  says  of  him  that  in 
j  1C69  he  was  appointed  by  the  General  Court  con- 
stable of  ]\fassawe,  the  first  person  to  be  invested 
with  any  office  in  the  town.    He  was  elected  repre- 
sentative in  tlie  ^lay  session  of  the  General  As- 
I  sembly  with  Joshua  Holcomb,  they  being  the  first 
!  two  persons  holding  that  office,  and  he  also  served 
I  subsequently  in  the  years  1674,  1675  and  169:.  In 
i  1656   he   married   Sarah    Spencer,   of  rLartford, 
who    was    born    in    1636,  and    died    in  1691. 
Fler  father,  \\'illiam  Spencer,  had  his  home  lot 
granted  to  him  in  Hartford,  the  land  where  the 
L'nion  depot  now  stands.    He  was  the  founder  of 
i  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company,  and 
'  was  appointed  one  to  revise  the  laws  of  the  Colony. 
At  his  death  in  1640,  he  left  an  estate  valued  at  291 
pounds.    John  Case  died  in  1704.    His  will,  made 
in  1700,  is  a  lengthy  document,  filling  eight  foolscap 
pages  with  fine  writing.    The  inventory  appended 
I  to  the  will  shows  him  possessed  of  seventeen  parcels 
'  of  land,  a  cornmill  and  sawmill.    Some  items  in  the 
i  inventory  are  a  broadcloth  coat,  table  linen  and 
napkins,  blue  trucking  cloth,  sheets,  linen  sheets, 
;  tow  sheets.  Bibles  and  divinity  books,  a  short  gun, 
a  musket,  three  pounds  of  powder,  eight  and  one- 
j  half  pounds  of  lead,  a  rapier,  a  back  sword,  a  cutlass, 
]■  six  and  a  lialf  barrels  of  cider,  two  stocks  beer,  i(5o 
;  pounds  tobacco,  two  pairs  breeches,  two  breech.es, 
1  bedding,  l.)o1sters,  pillows,  shag  rug,  green  rucr, 
I  wainscot  bedstead,  coverlids,  twenty-one  and  a  half 
j  vards  iinsey  w<.>ol:>ey,  twenty-six  yards  tow  cloth, 
j  nine  yards  linen  cloth,  twenty-two  run  of  linen  yarn, 
ten  and  a  half  run  tow  yarn,  pewter  platters,  pew- 
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tor  tlagoii,  three  brass  kettles,   sinootlWiig  irons,  ; 
clieesc  press ;  inventory  of  all  the  estate  5O2  ])ounds, 
Mr.  Case  being  a  man  of  wealth  for  those  times.  Ho  [ 
had  six  sons  and  four  daugliters,  and  four  of  his  \ 
sons  settled  near  him.  ! 

(II)  Joseph  Case,  si.xth  son  of  John,  born  April  1 
6,  1674,  married  Anna  Eno,  April  (>,  1699.  She 
died  June  10.  1760,  aged  sixty-one,  aiid  he  died  in 
1748,  aged  seventy-four.    He  resided  at  Meadow  I 
Plain,  Simsbury,  and  served  twenty  sessions  in  the  j 
Legislature.  ] 

(III)  Josiah  Case,  son  of  Joseph,  born  Feb.  i,  ' 
1716,  married  Mary  Hoskins  July  22,  1742,  and  re-  ' 
moved  to  Cases  Farm,  Simsbury,  where  he  owned 
and  conducted  a  sawiiiill.    The  date  of  his  death  is 
not  known.      His  children  were  Hczekiah,  born  t 
Aug.  II,  1743,  died  Dec.  26,  1761  ;  Mary,  born  Sept.  1 
10,  1745,  married  David  Goodhue;  Ezra,  born  Sept..  j 
15,  1747,  settled  in  Barkhamsted ;  Andrew,  born  July  1 
10,  1749,  died  Aug.  19,  1749;  Andrew,  born  Aug.  ! 
I5>           settled  in  Barkhamsted;  Josiah,  born  Feb.  | 
19,  1753;  Ozias,  born  Xov.  2,  1755,  settled  in  Bur-  j 
lington.  Conn.;  Abel,  born  Nov.  3,  175S,  is  men-  i 
tioned  below;  Oliver,  born  June,  1761,  settled  in 
Barkhamsted. 

(IV)  Abel  Case,  Sr.,  born  Nov.  3,  1758,  died  Oct. 
30,  1843,  aged  eighty-five.  He  married  Anna 
Tuller,  it  is  supposed  a  daughter  of  Ezekiel  Tuller,  \ 
of  Simsbury.  She  died  Dec.  10,  1844,  aged  eighty-  ' 
seven.  Their  children  were  Abel,  Jr.,  mentioned  be- 
low ;  Ezekiel ;  Gaylord,  who  married  Aurelia  Foote ; 
Sabrina,  who  married  Samuel  Booth,  of  Avon, 
Conn. ;  Savilla,  wife  of  Oliver  Case,  of  Barkham- 
sted; Betsey,  wife  of  Roswell  Nobles,  of  Sims- 
bury; Harriet,  wife  of  Jarvis  Bacon,  of  Simsbury; 
Anna,  wife  of  Arunah  Moore,  of  Bloomfield :  ]\Ie- 
hitable,  who  never  married. 

(V)  Abel  Case,  Jr.,  born  in  1786,  died  ^larch 
25,  1861.    He  settled  on  the  homestead,  on  land  | 
given  by  his  father,  and  was  a  shoemaker  and 
farmer  by  occupation.    He  married   (first)  Sally 
Hoskins,  daughter  of  Ashbel  and  Sarah  (^vlarvin) 
Hoskins,  and   (second)   wedded  }kliriam  Squires, 
who  was  born  in  1797,  and  died  in  1865.    By  the 
first  marriage  he  had  six  children :    Dwight,  who  I 
married  Lucy  Brockway,  of  Simsbury;   Norton,  j 
born  in  August,  1810;  Perry;  Deluna,  unmarried;  j 
Laura;  and  2\Ielissa,  who  married  a  ]Mr.  Ryder.  By  I 
the  second  marriage  there  were  three  children :  j 
Harriet ;  Ruth ;  and  Jane,  who  married  a  Mr.  1 
Roberts.  j 

(VT)  Norton  Case,  son  of  Abel,  Jr.,  was  inar-  [ 
ricd  twice,  (first)  to  Flora  Jones,  of  Simsbur}-,  and  j 
(second)  March  25.  1835,  to  Electa  Case,  d'augh-  ! 
ter  of  Giles  Case,  of  Canton.  The  children  by  the  j 
first  marriage  were:  Charles,  born  in  June,  1832,  | 
went  to  sea  forty  years  ago,  and  has  not  been  heard  j 
from  since.  Horace,  born  in  February,  1834,  is  j 
one  of  the  oldest  grocers  in  PTartford  :  he  married  : 
first  Lucretia  Goodrich,  and  later  Sarah  Boardman,  j 
of  Hartford,  but  has  no  children.    Tlie  children  by 


the  second  marriage  of  Norton  Case  were :  Flora, 
born  in  1836,  died  in  1S40;  George  A.,  born  in 
September,  1838,  was  a  suhlicr  in  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion;  Arden  G.,  born  Dec.  25,  1844,  is  men- 
tioned belov.-  more  fully.  Norton  Case  was  a  farmer 
tliroughout  his  life.  He  died  in  Southington,  Conn., 
in  December,  1890,  aged  eighty,  and  his  widow, 
Electa,  who  was  born  in  November,  iSio,  died  in 
September,  1S93,  aged  eighty-three. 

(ATI)  Akden  G.  Case,  resident  of  Weatogue, 
owns  and  occupies,  as  a  homestead,  land  which 
once  belonged  to  John  Case,  th.e  pioneer,  and  is  a 
stone  mason  by  occupation.  Politically  he  is  a 
stanch  Democrat.  At  one  time  he  had  served  as 
juryman,  and  for  five  years  he  was  a  corporal  in 
Company  H,  1st  Regiment,  State  ^Militia.  In  1869 
he  married  ^Marion  E.  Cornish,  daughter  of  Sidney 
A.  and  Emeline  (Humphrey)  Cornish,  of  Sims- 
bury, and  they  have  had  tv/o  children :  Howard 
James,  born  June  12,  1870,  died  March  30,  1872; 
Daisy  jNIarion,  born  Aug.  16,  1871,  married,  Jan. 
10,  1893,  Carleton  S.  I\Iarks,  of  Simsbury,  and  their 
children  are  Harold  Humphrey  ]\Iarks,  born  Aug. 
30,  1893,  and  Eleanor  Stanley  Marks,  born  Jan.  29, 
1895.  Mrs.  Arden  G.  Case  belongs  to  the  ilechod- 
ist  Episcopal  Church. 

Arden  G.  Case  is  descended  from  John,  the  pio- 
neer, through  three  other  lines,  tracing  to  Richard, 
John,  Jr.,  and  Bartholomew,  as  indicated  below. 

(II)  Capt.  Richard  Case,  the  fourth  son  of  John, 
the  pioneer,  was  married  Sept.  i,  1701,  to  Amy 
Reed,  daughter  of  Dr.  Philip  Reed,  of  Concord, 
IMass.,  and  settled  in  Weatogue.  He  was  born 
Aug.  27,  1769,  and  died  in  1746.  His  children  were: 
Amy,  born  in  1702,  died  in  1703  ;  Amy  (2),  born  in 
1703,  married  Jonathan  Holcomb,  and  died  after 
1740;  Richard  is  mentioned  below;  Timothy,  born 
in  171 1,  married  Sarah  Flolcomb,  daughter  of  Na- 
thaniel Holcomb;  ^Margaret,  born  in  1713,  married 
Jacob  Holcomb,  and  died  after  1740;  Edward,  born 
in  171 5,  died  June  i,  1746;  Lydia,  born  in  17 18, 
died  after  1740;  and  ^Nlary,  born  in  1722,  died  after 
1740. 

(III)  Sergt.  Richard  Case,  born  in  1710,  died 
April  12, 1769.  He  married  ^lercy  Holcomb  in  1733, 
and  in  1737  removed  to  West  Simsbury,  where  he 
was  the  first  settler,  and  erected  the  first  dwelling- 
house.  Mercy  Holcomb  was  born  in  I7i2,and  died  in 
1780.  Their  children  were  Richard  (3)  (1734-1805)  ; 
Joab  (1735-1758J;  Sylvanus  (1737-1817);  Simeon 
(1739-1822)  ;  Eli  (1741-1S04)  ;.Uriah  (1743-1826)  ; 
Edward  (1748-1822)  ;  Phineas  (1750-1798)  ;  iNIercy 
(1752-1818);  Naoma  (^1755-1822);  and  Timothy 
(1759-^850). 

(IV)  Eli  Case  married  Athildred  Curtis,  born 
in  1745,  and  died  in  1805.  They  had  the  follow- 
ing children:  Athildred,  Eli,  Jr.,  Riverius,  Zabad, 
Giles,  Orange,  Thede,  Calvin,  Chastina  and  Har- 
riet, 

(V")  Giles  Case,  born  in  1776,  died  in  1851.  Flis 
wife,   yizry  Case,  daughter  of  Silas  and  Mary 
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(Case)  Case,  was  born  Juno  20.  17S1,  and  died  in 
May,  1850.  Giles  C  aso  was  a  shoemaker  bv  trade. 
His  ohildrcn  were:  l'>etse\,  wb.o  died  in  cb.ildhood  : 
Mary  :  Aclisali ;  l-di :  Betsey,  who  married  Eliznr 
Mills,  of  Canton;  Eleeta,  who  married  Xorton  Case, 
of  Sinisbury :  Pliny:  Amos;  and  Eveline. 

Erom  John,  Jr.,  the  line  of  descent  is  traced  as 
follows : 

(II)  John,  Jr.,  eldest  son  of  John,  the  pioneer, 
was  born  Nov.  5.  lOdJ,  antl  died  in  1733.  He  mar- 
ried (first)  Mary  Olcott.  and  (  second  )  barab,  daugfh- 
ter  of  Joshua  Holcomb,  in  1093.  John,  the  onlv 
child  by  the  first  wife,  died  in  10S5,  in  infancy.  Bv 
the  second  marriage  there  were  the  following  chil- 
dren:  John  r>.,  born  Aug.  22,  1694,  married  Abi- 
gail Humphrey,  and  died  in  1752;  Daniel,  born 
]\larch  7,  iCx)0,  married  Penelope  Buitolph,  and 
died  in  1733  :  Mary,  born  about  1698,  married  Josiah 
Alford.  and  died  m  1732;  Jonathan,  born  about  1701, 
married  Mary  Beeman ;  Sarah,  born  about  170J, 
married  John  Alderman:  Haimah,  born  about  1709, 
married  Capt.  Xoah  Humphrey,  and  died  in  1799. 

(III)  John  B.  Case  was  married,  in  171G,  to 
Abigail  Humphrey,  by  whom  he  had  the  following 
children:  John,  born  in  171S,  died  in  1776;  Xoah, 
bom  in  1720,  married  ^liriam  Holcomb,  and  died 
in  1797;  Capt.  Charles,  born  in  1723,  died  in  1808; 
Abigail,  born  in  1725,  married  Jonathan  Case,  Jr., 
and  died  in  1779;  Alary  was  born  in  1727;  Lucy, 
born  in  1732,  married  Lieut.  William  Wilcox,  and 
died  in  1805  ;  [Martha,  born  in  1735,  married  Thomas 
Barber;  Capt.  Job.  born  in  1737,  married  Joanna 
Wilcox,  and  died  in  179S;  Lydia,  born  in  1741,  mar- 
ried Jonathan  Pinney. 

(1\')  John  Case  was  married,  in  1745,  to  Sarah 
Barber,  who  was  born  in  1722,  and  died  in  1S05. 
Their  children  were:  John  (51,  born  in  1746,  mar- 
ried Chloe  Owen,  and  died  in  1776;  Giles  died  in 
childhood";  Seth,  born  in  1749,  married  Eunice 
Tuller,  and  died  in  1820;  Sarah,  born  in  1751, 
married  Deacon  Elisha  Cornish,  and  died  in  1827; 
Asa,  born  in  1753,  married  Sarah  Rohe,  and  died 
in  1830;  I\Iary,  born  in  1755,  married  Silas,  son  of 
Amos  and  Mary  (Holcomb )  Case,  and  died  in  1833  ; 
Giles,  born  in  1757,  married  Dorcas  Htmiphrey ; 
George  born  in  1759,  married  Electa  r^Ioore :  Levi, 
born  in  1760,  married  Polly  Humphrev  (Camp- 
bell Case's  ancestors),  and  died  in  1802;  Judah 
(twin  of  Levi)  married  Ruth  Higley,  and  died  in 
1821  ;  Abigail,  born  in  1763.,  married  Asa  Hoskins, 
of  Simsbury,  and  died  in  1S44. 

(\'')  ]*ilary  Case,  who  married  Silas  Case,  hari 
children  as  follows:  Mar_\ ,  born  in  1781,  married 
Giles,  son  of  Eli  Case,  and  died  in  1S50;  Ira.  born 
in  1782,  married  Marv  Humphrey,  and  died  in  1848; 
Silas,  born  in  1785,  died  in  1816:  Levi,  born  in  1787, 
married  Kcturah  Bandell,  and  died  in  1865  ;  Ruggles^ 
born  in  1789,  married  Cynthia  Case;  Jane,  burn  in 
1792,  married  Ho'comb  Case,  and  died  in  1863  ; 
Lucy,  born  in  1794,  married  Everett  Case,  and  died 
in  1858  ;  Gad,  born  in  1796,  married  Tirzah  Gibbons  ; 


Ruth,  born  in  1799,  married  Case  Braman.,  and  died 
in  1832. 

(  i!  >  Bartholomew  Case,  fifth  son  of  John,  was 
I  born  m  (  'eti.ber.  I'^yo,  and  died  in  1725.  He  was 
;  married,  in  December,  i'«y(;,  id  },lary.  daughter  of 
j  Lieut.  SauuK'l  l  lum]ihrey.  and  they  resided  on  his 
I  paternal  liomestead.  (  U'  their  cliildren.  Deacon 
!  Thomas,  born  in  1702.  dieil  in  1770:  he  married  Eliz- 
I  abeth.  Woodford,  and  settled  on  the  old  nomestead. 
I  Marv  was  biirn  in  1704.     I'dizabetli,  burn  in  1710, 

died  in  1742.  .-\mos,  b  >rn  in  1712.  died  in  1798. 
i  Sarah,  be.rn  in  1715.  married  Joseph  Highley.  Isaac. 
I  born  in  I7i7>.  married  Calhslieba  Hum]")lirev,  a'.id 

died  in  1796.  Deacon  .-Vbralunn,  born  in  1720,  mar- 
j  ried  Racliel,  daughter  of  Capt.  James  and  Estlier 
i  (Eithen)  Case,  and  died  in  1800.  .Abigail  vi-as  born 
I  in  1821. 

i       (III)  Amos  Case  married, ini739, Marv  Holcomb, 
)  and  removed  to  V.'est  Simsbury  in  1740.    She  was 
born  in  1714,  and  died  in  1802.  Their  children  were: 
Mary,  Ruth.  Huldah,  Amos,  Jr.,  Abel,  Silas  (who 
married  Marv  Case).  Lucy,  Pliny,  Rhoda  and  Seth. 
Mrs.  Marion  E.  Case,  v,ife  of  Arden  G.  Case, 
1  traces  her  descent  from  several  pioneer  families  of 
Simsbury,  Windsor  and  Hartford.    .She  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Sidney  A.  and  luneline  (Humphrey)  Cor- 
j  msh,  and  in  this  line  is  descended  from  James  Cor- 
nish, an  Englishman,  who  died  in  Simsbury,  Oct. 
29,  169S,  at  an  advanced  age.    It  may  be  mentioned 
here  that  the  first  records  of  the  Cornish  family  are 
of  one  William  Cornish,  of  England,  to  whom  Queen 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Elenry  VII,  gave  the  sum  of  tliir- 
teen  shillings  and  four  pence  for  setting  the  carol  on 
Christmas  Day,  1502.  [Agnes  Strickland's  "Wives 
!  of  Kin.gs  of  England.'']    Jan'ies  Cornish,  the  pio- 
j  neer,  was  a  noted  school  teacher,  and  his  name  is 
found  in  the  records  of  various  places  along  the 
river.    In  1674  his  terms  were  thirty-six  pounds  a 
year  in  Winflsor.       In  1676  he  gave  five  shillings 
to  the  poor  of  Simsbury,  after  the  btirning  of  that 
town  by  the  Indians.    C)n  Feb.  i,  1660,  an  item  was 
entered  in  the  town  records  at  Windsor  concerning 
four  pounds,  ten  shillings,  due  to  him  for  teaching. 
From  the  records  of  the  Lee  family  it  is  learned  that 
he  was  married  after  1661  to  Phoebe  Larraboy  (or 
I  Larrabee),  widow  of  Greenfield  Larraboy  (?),  of 
i  Saybrook,  Conn.,  and  daughter  of  William  Brown, 
!  of  the  County  of  Essex,  England.    She  came  from 
j  England  in  1645,  and  died  in  X'orthampton,  Mass., 
Dec.  22,  1664.    Her  first  husband  was  a  Lee,  and 
I  she  was  undoubteilly  the  second  wife  of  Jar.ies  Cor- 
I  nish.    The  latter  had  three  children:  Gabriel,  born, 
j  perhaps,  in  ICngland  ;  l--li;ialieth  ;  and  James, 
j        (II)  Deacon  James* Cornish,  born  in  i6'')3,  died 
I  in  Simsl/urv,  .\pril  2,  1740.    In  1608  he  exchanged 
I  lands  in  Windsor  with  ]\le;i/er  Hills,  of  Simsbury. 
j  On  Xov.   10,  1092,  lie  married   (  fir-l  )  Elizabeth, 
i  daughter  of    I'iniotby  Thndl,  of  Windsor,  Conn. 
I  She  v.-as  Ijorn  ?\!ay  t,  1667, an.d  died  Jan.  25,  1713-14.. 
'  He  married  (second)  Hannah,  daughter  of  Andrew 
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Hillaiil  (now  Ilillycr),  aiul  widow  of  Thomris  riuin- 
jilin-vs,  Ajn  il  15.  i  / i?-  ^lio  \\as  i)orn  Deo.  1081. 
and  (li<.-d  iVc.  J.  1751.  I'-y  tlu-  lirst  wife  he  iiad  six 
clriltlren  :  Jauics.  born  (  K'i.  ;^o,  1093  :  HIiz;i!).tli.  Sej)!. 
-5.  i^'^S  :  Joseph,  Oet.  iS,  1097  :  I'liehe;  Sarah,  April 
19.  I70(j;  and  Benjamin.  March  2S,  171U-11.  'l"he 
ciiilcheii  1)V  the  second  wife  were:  Ciahriel.  Imrn  May 
2;.  iJi'J',  Jemima.  Nov.  20,  1718;  Keziah,  CJct.  12. 
1721  ;  }^Iary  :  and  Jabez.  1726.  Deacon  James'  dangh- 
ter  Teminia  was  the  ancestress  of  .Mrs.  Lucins  G. 
Goochich.  Ralph  Ensign.  Henry  Ensign,  also  Mrs. 
Joseph  Toy,  of  Simsbury. 

(Ill)  Capt.  James  Cornish,  born  Oct.  30,  1603. 
died  March  22,  17S4.  He  married  (first)  Amy  But- 
ler, of  Hartforil,  Dec.  9,  1719.  She  died  Ecb.  16. 
1763,  and  on  Nov.  24.  1763,  he  married  }*Irs.  Han- 
nah Hickox.  )!t't'  Thrall,  who  died  .Ang.  27.  1779- 
Thev  lived  in  Simsbury.  His  chddren  were:  James, 
born  Oet.  4.  1720:  Elisha,  June  5.  1722;  .\my.  Aug. 
2,  1/2.;;  Daniel,  May  21,  1727;  Abigad,  Sept.  5. 
1729;  Joel,  July  18.  1731  :  Abigail,  Ivlay  5,  1733; 
Lucy,  June  8,  1735;  \'iolet.  April  12,  1737;  Rachel, 
Sept.  3,  1740. 

Sergt.  Elisha  Cornish,  born  June  5,  1722, 
d'ed  April  27,  1794.  He  was  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  it  is  said  that  he  was  a  noted  lawyer  cif  East 
Weatogue,  a  very  keen  and  sagacious  man,  and  very 
wealthy.  He  niarried  (first)  Hepsibah,  daughter 
of  Charles  Humphrey,  Sept.  25,  1740.  She  was 
born  in  1734,  and  died  Feb.  25,  1755.  He  married 
(second)  !Marv,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Dyer.  Aug. 
31,  1755.  She  died  Oct.  21,  1775.  and  June  2,  1776, 
he  married  (third)  Charity,  daughter  of  John  Pet- 
tibone,  and  widow  of  Sylvanus  Humphrey.  She 
was  born  June  30.  1744,  and  died  Oct.  5,  1803.  The 
children  of  his  first  wife  were:  Hepsibah,  born  Aug. 
27,  174T  ;  Hepsibah,  Xov.  4.  1742;  James,  Dec.  16. 
1744;  Elizabeth,  ]May  8,  174O;  Elisha,  Dec.  7,  1748; 
Dorcas,  Sept.  11,-1750;  Chajdes,  Sept.  29.  1752. 
^lary,  born  Feb.  17,  1759.  was  the  only  child  by  the 
second  marriage;  and  Giles,  born  April  8,  1780,  was 
the  only  child  by  the  third. 

(\')  Capt.  James  Cornish,  born  Dec.  16,  1744, 
died  in  Simsbtiry,  July  9,  1S13.  On  Dec.  28,  1766, 
be  married  Ruhama  Bidwell,  who  was  born  in  1743. 
and  died  ^larch  14,  1814.  Her  father  came  from 
Windsor,  and  her  mother  was  one  of  the  noted  Fin- 
ney family  there.  The  children  born  of  this  imion 
were:  Charles,  born  Oct.  29.  1767;  Dorcas;  Chloe ; 
Larue-Hamah ;  Eber,  born  Feb.  16,  1772,  and 
James,  born  in  1776. 

(\T)  Col.  James  Cornish,  born  in  1776,  died  Jan. 
30,  1836.  He  married  (first)  Cynthia  Russell,  wb.o 
was  born  Oct.  14,  1778,  and  died  Aug.  5,  1824.  Her 
father,  Sergt.  Jesse  Rus'sell,  served  in  the  Revolti- 
tionary  war ;  her  motlier  was  a  daugliter  of  Daniel 
Cornish,  son  of  Capt,  James,  mentioned  above.  Col. 
James  Cornish  married  (second),  in  1829,  'Sirs. 
Elizabeth  Smith.  His  home  was  in  Simsbury.  His 
children  were:  Grove,  born  in  1796;  Charles,  1799; 
Charles  Edwin,  April  13,  1805  ;  James  Darwin,  May, 


1808:  and  Sidney  .Aurora,  Oct.  6,  1819  (the  fatlier 
of  Mrs.  Case). 

The  HfM  iMiRKvs  trace  their  descent  to  the  time 
of  \\  illiam  the  Cf.MKfueror,  and  a  valuable  genealogy 
!  o\  the  fai^tily  is  to  be  found  in  tlie  Simslnirv  pr.blic 
lil)rary.    During  the  Revolutionary  war  honorable 
mention  was  gained  by  several  of  the  name,  and  in 
local  affairs  they  have  always  been  prominent.  Gen.. 
L>avid    Hum])hrey,    aid-de-camp    to  Washington 
and  minister  to  Portugal  (1791),  also  minister  to 
Spain,  was  the  first  imjiorter  of  Merino  sheep  from 
the  latter  country  to  this  country.    ^lichael  Hum- 
phrey, the  head  of  the  family  in  this  country,  casne 
I  from  Lyme  Regis,  England,  in  the  ship  "Marv  and 
j  John."    He  \\-as  a  n^erehanl  trader  in  \\'in(!sor,  and 
I  in  1643,  in  connection  with  John  Griffin,  was  en- 
j  gaged  in  the  manufacture  of  pitch  and  tar  at  Mas- 
'  saco.    He  subsequently  became  a  distinguished  in- 
I  iiabitant  of  ]\Iassa(:o  (now  Simsbury).    He  mar- 
I  ried  Priscilla  Grant,  daugb.ter  of  Alatthew  Grant,  of 
j  Windsor. 

;        (H)  Lieut.  Samuel  Humphrev,  born  Mav  15, 
I  1656,  a  son  of  Michael,  married  Alary  Alills,  born 
in  1662.    In  an  expedition  sent  agaittst  the  Indians 
i'.i  Hampshire,  Alass.,  he  was  appointed  lieutenant, 
his  commission  being  signed  by  Gov.  Saltonstall. 
'  He  had  mimerous  parcels  of  land  granted  him  by  the 
i  town,  and  held  various  public  offices  ;  haviiig  beeri 
chosen  collector  in  1685  ;  fence  viewer.  1690;  seiect- 
I  man,  1694  ;  pound  keeper,  1695  •  tavern  keeper,  1696  ; 
j  and  in  1698  he  was  chosen  ensign  of  the  Simsbury 
j  "train  band."    He  served  as  an  officer  in  the  coni- 
I  panv  everv  year  from  that  date  until  171 5.    It  is  on 
I  record  that  in  1G98  the  town  owed  Sanuiel  Ilum- 
!  phrey  ten  pence  for  a  part  of  sum  for  the  men  that 
j  cleared  the  nfinister's  well.    He  died  in  1736.  aged 
1  eighty  years,  leaving  a  will  dated  1734.    Airs.  Alary 
Humphrey  died   in   1730,  aged   sixty-eight  years. 
Their  children  were  Alary,  wife  of  Bartholomew 
Case;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  John  Collier,  of  Flartford ; 
I  Samuel,  Jr.,  mentioned  below;  Jonathan,  who  mar- 
I  ned  Alarv  Ruggles ;  Abigail  married  John  Case 
I  (3)  ;  Flaimah;  Charles,  wlio  married  Hepsibah.  I\-t- 
i  tdjone,  daughter  of  Samuel  Pettibone,  Sr. ;  Xoah, 
j  who  married  Hannah  Case,  sister  of  John,  who  mar- 
lied  his  sister  Abigail. 

(Ill)  Ensign  Samuel  Humphrey  was  born  Alay 
17,  1686,  and  died  Oct.  iG,  1759.  He  v.-as  married 
first,  Feb.  23,  1709,  to  Hannah,  daughter  of  Joseph 
(2)  and  Alary  (Collier)  Phelps.  She  died  in  1710, 
•it  the  birth  of  her  son,  Samuel  (3).  For  his  second 
wife  he  married  Alary  TuUer,  daughter  of  John. 
Tuller,  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Case,  daughter  of 
John  Case  (i).  His  third  wife  was  Lydia  North, 
and  his  fourth  Alary  Orton.  He  was  the  father  of 
nineteen  cTiildren.  He  removed  to  Goshen,  whe:'e  he 
acquired  a  large  amount  of  land,  atid  his  death  oc- 
curred there.  His  posterity  are  very  numerous,  and 
have  ever  well  su'-tained  the  reputation  of  tlieir 
worthy  progenitor.    When  he  left  his  old  home  for 
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his  new  ono  in  CJoslicn  a  large  nuiiihcr  of  fri-iuls  and 
in.ighl>ors  acconipanki.!  him  a  di.-tancc  of  some  tlirec 
miles,  and  there  sj'ent  a  night  of  praver  and  praise. 
In  the  morning-  they  hid  him  a  kind  and  tearful  fare- 
well. ne\'er  cxpeetnig  to  see  him  again  in  this  wi>r!d. 
The  distance  of  his  new  home  was  onlv  alu  nt  thirlv 
miles,  now  a  jonrney  of  onlv  about  one  hriur  and  a 
half  by  steam  cars,  lie  received  land  from  his  fa- 
ther in  Simsbury,  and  some  of  his  older  sons  staved 
there. 

Lieut.  Samuel  Humphrey  (3).  born  Oct. 
15,  1710,  died  July  7,  1755.  lie  married  }Jary  Wil- 
cox, who  died  in  1756,  aged  thirtv-seven.  In  1742 
he  removed  to  \\"est  Simsbury,  and  settled  in  the 
Suflfrage  District  (now  Canton  Street),  becoming 
a  prosperous  farmer.  An  inventory  of  his  estate 
amounted  to  291  pounds. 

(\')  Samuel  Humplu-ey  (4I,  eldest  son  of  Lieut. 
Samuel,  was  born  Xov.  17,  1734,  and  died  in  1804. 
He  was  lame,  and  was  called  "master  Sam,"  on  ac- 
count of  his  profession  of  school  teaching.  He  also 
wrote  much.  He  married  Prudence  ]Mills,  of  Can- 
ton, daughter  of  John  and  Damris  (Phelps)  ALUs,* 
and  granddaughter  of  Sarah  Case,  daughter  of  John 
Case  (i).  Prudence  ]\Llls  was  born  in  1734,  and 
died  in  1S05.  They  had  eight  children. 

(\T)  Ichabod  Humphrey,  third  son  of  Samuel 
(4),  was  born  about  1772,  and  died  in  1829.  He 
married  Esther  Olmsted,  of  Bushv  Hill,  Simsbury, 
who  died  in  1839.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Daniel 
and  Anna  (Cadwell)  Olmsted,  and  a  descendant, 
through  Nicholas,  son  of  Jantes  Olm.^ted,  v/ho  came 

to  Hartford,  Conn.,  with  tlie  first  settlers  in  16^6,  '   -     

and  afterward  settled  in  the  southeast  part  of  Sims-  ;  Joseph  Peck,  the  first  ot  the  name  to  emigrate  trom 
burv,  Busliv  Hill.  Daniel  Olmsted  served  as  cor-  I  ^he  Old  W  or!d  to  the  New.  He  was  of  the  t^^•enty- 
poral  in  the  Revolutionarv  war, as  did  also  two  of  his  \  ^^^t  generation  m  direct  descending  line  from  John 
sons.  He  died  in  1S09  or  1812,  at  the  homestead,  '  ^'^ck,  ot  Belton.  His  father  was  named  Kobcrt, 
leaving  the  greater  portion  of  his  property  to  his  i  '^"^  the  parish  records  show  Joseph  s  baptism  to 
votinge.-,L  daughter,  Esther,  and  Ichabod,  her  hus-  !  i'^ve  occurred  on  April  30,  1587.  He  was  a  Puritan 
hand,,  with  whom  his  last  davs  were  spent.  At  Tch-  |  fa^^l^.  was  among  those  who  bade  adieu  to 
abod  Humphrev's  death,  the' estate  inventoried  $1,-  i  home  and  civilization  that  they  might  find  m  the 
264.14.    He  had  four  ciiildren.  j  wilds  of  a  strange,  unsettled  country  that  freedom 

(VH)  ^huma  ILimphrev.  the  eldest  child  of  kii-  !  conscience  which  they  esteemed  a  great  boon, 
abod,  v.-as  born  about  i/yo.'and  die!  ^lav  22.  18-^5.  i  Joseph  Peck  was  one  of  a  company  who  sailed  from 
He  was  married  April  26,  1825,  to  Tryphena,  daugh-  I  England  in  1G38,  in  the  ship  "Diligent,"  of  Ips- 
ter  of  Ephraim  and  Keziah  (Whedon)  Baldwin,  for-  |  wich,  his  brother  Robert  being  pastor  of  the  little 
merlv  of  North  Bran  ford.  She  came  to  Simsbury  ^o*-^!^-  He  brought  with  him  his  wife  and  children 
\vben  she  was  sixteen  vears  old.  Her  father,  (three  sons  and  a  daughter),  together  with  two 
Ephraim.  was  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  Pien  servants  and  three  maids.  Soon  after  his  ar- 
\vitnessed  the  surrender  of  Burgovne.  :\Irs.  Hum-  |  rival  he  settled  in  Hingham,  Norfolk  Co.,  :\Iass., 
pbtrey  was  a  woman  of  superior  education  for  those  i  whence  his  numerous  descendants  have  scattered 
early  vears,  and  had  a  remarkable  memory,  being  i  over  the  United  States,  Canada  and  th.e  British 
especially  familiar  with  ancient  history.  She  began  |  North-American  provinces.  He  remained  at  Hing- 
at  the  age  of  ten  years  to  read  the  BHjle.  and  bad  read  I  bam  about  seven  years,  and  was  one  of  the  town's 
it  through  twenty  times,  wbile  for  many  years  she  !  foremost  and  most  respected  citizens,  having  been 
was  a  devout  member  of  the  Congregational  Church  j  a  representative  to  the  General  Court  from  1639  to 
in  West  Avon.  She  was  born  Oct.  30,  1787,  and  j  1642,  besides  holding  numerous  other  offices,  among 
died  at  the  great  age  of  ninety-four  years.  The  j  them  those  of  selectman,  justice  of  the  peace  and 
Baldwins  traced  their  ancestry  hack  to  \\'illiam  the  j  assessor.  From  Hingham  he  removed  to  Seekonk, 
Conqueror  and  Count  Baldwin.  [Genealogy  of  the  |  where  he  appears  to  have  been  equally  prominent 
Baldwins].    Manna  Humphrey  served  in  the  war  of  '  in  public  affairs  until  incapacitated  from  participa- 


1S12,  being  stationed  at  New  London,  an<I  iiis  widow 
received  a  ix-nsion  after  his  death.  1  L  was  a  farmer 
:  on  the  paternal  liomestead,  and  was  noted  for  his 
;  pleasant  jokes  and  genial  disp, isition.  ]  lis  onlv  son, 
I  Charles  Rollin  Humphrey.  i)orn  }an.  13.  i8:,2,  Hves 
■  on  the  oKl  homestead,  and  also  inherits  his  father's 
genial  temperament.  He  married  Nancy  Kctchen, 
I  but  has  no  children. 

j        (NTH)   Emcline,  second  daughter  of  M.-tnna 
i. Humphrey,  was  born  Oct.  22,  1829,  and  died  Xov. 
i  17,  1893.    (  )n  March  11,  1849,  she  married  Sidney 
Aurora  Cornish,  born  Oct.  6,  1819,  who  died  June 
9,  1885.    They  had  one  ch.ild,  Marion  Eleanor,  born 
Dec.  31,  1849,  "^^'ho  married  Arden  G.  Case. 


LANGDON  J.  PECK.     The  origin  and  sig- 
nification of  the  surname  Peck  are  matters  of  con- 
jecture, although  as  to  its  antiquity  there  can  be  no 
dispute.    At  a  very  early  date  the  family  is  known 
j  to  have  had  its  seat  at  the  ancient  town  of  Belton, 
I  Yorkshire,  England,  whence  branches  spread  over 
I  Great  Britain,  and  even  through  ihe  countries  of 
\  continental   Europe.     There   are,   in   the  British 
i  ^Museum,  the  arms  of  Peck,  impaled  with  the  arms 
\  of  many  families  into  which  thev  have  married, 
i  There  is  no  motto  recorded  with  the  early  arms  of 
i  the  family.    This  one,  "Probilatciii  quain  dk'itias," 
\  "probity    (or    truth    and    honesty)    rather  than 
'  riches."  has  been  added. 

The  Alassachusetts  Pecks  trace  their  lineage  to 
I  a  branch  which  was  established  at  Beccles,  County 
of  .SnfFolk.   Eiiplnnri.   from   whom   was  descended 


CO  M  MEMO  RATI  I' E  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


497 


tion  t'lKTciii  I)v  oK'i  a,qo.  11c  ilicd  IVv.  23.  i(-'*i3,  at 
llic  age  (if  .vovoiity-six. 

The  Counocticut  brandies  of  ilio  faniil\-  arc  dc- 
-scciulcd  fr'nn  Jiiscph.  of  Milfitnl:  fn>in  Deacons 
^\'illianl  and  Henry,  of  Xew  Haven;  and  Ironi 
J)eacon  I'anl  I'eck,  of  lianiOnl.  wlm  were  among 
llic  earliest  settlers  in  their  respeciive  localities, 
I-angilon  Jahez  I'eck.  wiiose  name  appears  at  the 
head  of  this  hiosirapliica!  >keich,  traces  his  ancestry 
"back  to  Deacon  I'aul.  'Idie  exact  ])lace  aiul  date 
of  the  latter's  bnlh  cainuit  be  told  with  absolute 
■ccrtaint}',  but  he  is  belie\ed  to  have  been  Iku-u  in 
the  County  of  Essex.  England,  in  i^ioS,  and  to  have 
-come  to  America  in  the  shi]>  ■■Defense.'  ii  1635. 
For  a  year  he  remainetl  in  or  near  Doston.  and  in 
1636  accompanied  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker  and  his 
followers  to  Hartford.  As  carlv  as  i''>39  his  name 
^appears  in  tlie  town  records  in  a  list  of  proprietors, 
and  the  same  records  afford  abundant  evidence  that 
lie  was  one  of  Plartford's  leading  citizens.  His  resi- 
dence is  said  to  have  been  on  what  is  now  Wash- 
ington street,  not  far  frum  where  the  State  Capitol 
now  stands.  In  fact,  among  old  residents  of  the 
city  it  is  not  imcornmon,  even  at  this  dav,  to  hear 
this  site  spoken  of  as  Peck's  lot.  He  was  a  deacon 
in  the  Congregational  Church  from  1681  until  his 
■death,  Dec.  23,1695.  His  will  may  yet  be  read 
aipon  the  probate  records  of  the  county.  It  is 
voluminous  and  interesting  in  its  detailed  descrip- 
tion of  his  possessions.  His  estate  inventoried  at 
536  pounds,  five  shillings. 

Deacon  Paul  Peck's  son  Samuel,  born  in  1647, 
was  the  iiext  in  tlie  line  of  descent  which  leads  to 
Langdon  J.  Peck.  He  was  a  resident  of  West  Hart- 
ford, wdiere  he  died  Jan.  10,  16' j6.  He  had  but  one 
-son,  also  named  vSamuel,  who  settled  in  that  part 
of  iMiddletown  now  known  as  Berlin.  On  ^Nlarch 
•6,  l/or,  he  married  Abigail,  daughter  of  Joseph 
Collier.  She  died  Oct.  28,  1742,  and  he  on  Dec. 
■9,  1765.  Their  son  Amos  w:a5  born  in  Kensington 
jMarch  3.  1715.  He  married  ]\larv  Hart  Julv  26, 
1750.  and  took  up  his  residence  in  rviiddletown. 
He  died  April  6.  1802,  his  wife  ha\ing  preceded 
Tiim  to  the  grave  on  June_  22,  1771.  He  was  the 
father  of  Amos  (2  ).  whr>  was  born  Jan.  25.  1764, 
and  died  March  18.  1826.  On  Dec.  4,  1781,  he 
married  Anna  Scoville.  of  Saybrook,  who  clied  Oct. 
25,  I  Sot,  and  they  lived  in  the  part  of  Berlin  called 
Txensinglon.  Amos  Peck  (  2)  served  in  tlie  Revolu- 
tionary war  as  a  fifer,  and  was  with  \\'asliington  at 
A'allev  Forge.  He  was  a  "gentlemanlv  gentle- 
man,"' modest  and  gentle  in  manner  and  spirit,  much 
■esteemed  in  his  communitv.  and  was  quite  prom- 
inent in  tile  settling  up  of  estates.  X'orrls  Peck, 
-father  of  Langdon  J.  Peck,  was  born  Dec.  9,  1795, 
In  Kensington,  in  the  old  liomestead  where  liis 
-son  yet  resides,  the  house  standing  on  the  road 
"to  Aleriden  commonly  known  as  the  Blue  Hills. 
His  wife,  Elizabeth  Langdon,  was  born  March  19, 
iSo;]..  and  their  marriage  took  place  Oct.  6,  1822. 
"She  died  April  3,  1900.    Mr.  Peck  was  a  merchant 


by  cKcujiation,  with  headquarters  at  Caliawba,  Ala., 
where  for  many  years  he  spent  much  time.  He 
was  an  uncompromising  Abolitionist  in  politics. 
He  -.lied  Aug.  8,  i8rH),  ;uid  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 
Center  cemetery  of  Kensington.  To  him  and  his 
wife  came  nine  cliildren,  as  follows:  (i)  Eliza- 
beth Hibbard,  Ixjrn  April  6,  1824,  married  Henry 
E.  Russell,  of  the  Russell  &  Erwin  Co.,  of  Xew 
Britain.  (2)  Amos,  born  May  2,  1825,  was  a  sea 
captain  ;■  he  died  at-  San-ta  liarbara.  Cal.,  Feb.  12, 
1S82,  unmarrieil.  (3)  Anna  Scoville,  born  March 
15,  1S27,  became  the  wife  of  S.  C.  Wilcox,  a  prom- 
inent citizen  of  Berlin;  she  died  ^Nlarcli  7,  1884. 
(4)  Langdon  Jabez,  an  account  of  whose  life  is 
given  below,  was  born  Feb.  11,  1829.  {5)  Ellen 
Augusta,  born  in  1831,  married  James  D.  Frary.  of 
the  firm  of  Landers,  Frary  &  Clark,  of  Xew  Britain; 
slie  died  Dec.  7,  1899.  (6)  Mary  Elizabeth,  born 
in  1833,  was  married^  to  Dennis  C.  Wilcox,  who 
was  for  many  years  treasurer  of  The  Merirlen 
Britannia  Co.  (7)  Alice  D.  was  born  in  March, 
1S36,  and  lives  at  New  Haven.  (8j  !Matthew,-born 
in  1839,  enlisted  in  the  First  Connecticut  Cavalry 
in  the  Civil  war;  had  many  thrilling  experiences  in 
service  as  a  detective ;  was  taken  prisoner  and  con- 
fined at  Belle  Isle  for  three  months  ;  he  has  for  many 
years  been  employed  in  the  United  States  railway 
mail  service,  and  resides  in  Chicago;  he  married 
Rosa  Fagan,  of  Xew  Britain,  Conn.  (9)  William 
X'orris,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  who  was  born 
in  1842,  is  a  sea  captain,  sailing  the  Pacific  ;  he  is 
unmarried. 

{  Langdon  J.  Peck,  as  has  been  said,  was  born 
j  Feb.  II,  1S29.  He  attended  the  district  schools  of 
I  Kensington  until  he  was  fourteen  years  old,  when 
1  he  took  a  course  of  studv  at  a  private  academy  at 
j  Berlin,  conducted  bv  Rev.  Joseph  Whittlesey.  At 
>  the  completion  of  his  school  days  he  returned  lo  his 
I  father's  farm,  \yhere  he  has  ever  since  resided. 
I  ]Mr.  Peck  is  one  of  the  best-known  and  most 
j  highlv  esteemed  citizens  of  the  town  of  Berlin. 
I  Trained  to  work  while  a  boy,  he  lias  le  1  a  life  of 
j  activitv.  industrv  and  usefulness.  He  has  always 
|_  been  keenlv  interested  in  the  pulilic  welfare,  and  his 
j  fellow  townsmen  have  repeatedl}-  evinced  their  re- 
!  spect  for  his  sound  business  sense,  and  their  con- 
I  fidence  in  his  probitv,  bv  electing  him  to  positions 
i  of  public  responsibility  and  trust.  In  politics  he  is 
j  a  stanch  and  consistent  Republican ;  in  religious 
I  faith  both  himself  and  wife  are  active  members  of 
j  the  Congregational  Cliurcli.  and  liberal  contributors 
(  to  its  support. 

On  Dec.  4.  1856,  ^Ir.  Peck  married  Miss  Han- 
nah Rogers  Keenev,  a  daughter  of  Sheldon  and 
I  Lucv  YVw.z  (  \'an  Xearing)  Keeney,  both  of  whom 
are  now  deceased  :  their  remains  rest  in  Colk'nsville, 
Conn.  Before  marriage  Mrs.  Peck  was  a  teacher. 
Three  children  have  blessed  the  union  ;  Robert 
Langdon,  Giles  Keeney  and  Alice  Elizal>eth.  Rob- 
ert Larigclon.  the  eldest,  was  bo^n  .-\pril  6,  i860, 
and  educated  at  Kensington  and  Suftield.     He  is 
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a  nioclianioal  dcsiirncr,  and  lives  at  the  IVck  liomc- 
stcad.  Jn  i8So  he  was  utiiiod  in  niarria_!:;'o  with 
Harriot  Louisa  Lines,  eldest  daucluer  of  ilon.  H. 
\\'ales  Lines,  of  .Meriden.  and  three  children  have 
been  horn  :o  them.  Xcrnian  \'an  Xearing-.  Dec. 
24,  1S87;  l-'rederick  Lines.  -Ma\  12.  ;  and  Aniv 

Langdon,  Xov.  iS.  iScjj.  t/iiles  Keeney.  second 
child  of  Lani^don  J.  I'eck,  vcas  ]y?vn  June  .25.  iSbJ, 
and  died  April  22,  \SSt,.  Alice  Elizaheth.  th.e  third 
and  youn<^est,  was  born  Jan.  8.  18(15.  and  on  Oct. 
3.  1S89.  was  married  to  Arthur  L'pson.  an  attorney 
of  r>cr!in.  They  ha\-e  three  children.  L'lairc  Leek, 
born  P'eh.  0.  i8',)i  :  Everett  Langdon,  lune  it),  iSi;j; 
and  Stuart  Arthur,  .May  10,  1894. 

STANLEY.  The  Stanleys  of  Xew  Britain  are 
the  posterity  of  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Hartford 
and  Earmington,  Conn.,  a  sturdy  type  of  the  best 
Xew  En.q-'and  settlers,  who  proved  themselves  of  the 
highest  type  of  manhood  hv  their  useful  lives  in  the 
community  in  which  through  long  periods  thev  were 
entrusted  with  the  highest  public  trusts.  \\"e  write 
especially  of  the  late  Hon.  Erederick  Trcnck  Stan- 
ley, of  Xew  Britain,  and  his  line  of  ancestors. 

Hex.  Eredkrick  Tke.xck;  Staxlev  (^deceased), 
late  of  Xew  Britain,  was  in  the  seventh  generation 
from  John  Stanley,  the  emigrant  ancestor,  the  line 
of  his  descent  being  through  John  Stanlev  (2), 
Thomas  Stanley,  Thomas  Stanley  (2),  Gad'  Stan- 
ley and  Ciad  Stanlev  (2). 

(I)  John  Stanlev,  born  in  England,  embarked 
for  Xew  England  in  1634-35,  but  died  on  the  pas- 
sage, leaving  three  children. 

(H)  John  Stanley  (2).  son  of  John  Stanley, 
born  in  ir)24  in  England,  was,  after  his  father's 
death,  placed  bv  the  Court  at  Cambridge  in  the 
care  of  his  uncle,  Thomas  Stanley.  He  removed 
with  his  uncle  to  Hartford  in  1636.  In  1645,  he 
married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Anna 
Scott,  of  Hartford,  and  settled  in  Earmington, 
Conn.  John  Stanlev  and  his  wife  were  received 
into  the  church  Jan.  30,  1652-53.  and  subsequently, 
when  the  families  v/ere  graded  according  to  dignity, 
they  ranked  f.-.urth  in  a  list  of  forty  families.  He 
was  one  of  the  most  distinguished  of  the  Colonists, 
being  appointed  bv  his  tov/nsmen  to  nearly  every 
office  of  trust  and  honor.  He  was  deputy  to  the 
General  Court  almost  continually  for  thirty-seven 
years,  ar.d  h.eld  various  other  public  offices. 

(HI  )  Tlion:as  .Stanley,  son  of  .John  Stanley 
(2),  born  Xr.v.  i,  1649,  marrierl  in  1690  Anna, 
daughter  of  Bev.  Jeremiah  and  Joanna  (  Kitchell) 
Peck,  of  W'aterburv. 

Thomas  Stanley  (2),  son  of  Thomas 
Stanley,  born  in  1696,  married  hi  1718  Esther, 
daughter  of  Samuel  Cowles,  of  Kensington.  He 
lived  in  the  "Stanley  Quarter,"  Xew  B)ritain,  and 
was  a  man  of  wealth  for  the  times. 

(V )  Gad  Stanlev.  son  of  Thomas  .Stanley  (2). 
born  in  1/35,  married  in  1767  }.[ary,  daughter  of 
John  Judd.    Gad  Stanley  was  a  large  farmer,  and 


ultimately  became  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the 
^  town.    He  was  made  captain  of  the  ir.ihtia,  warmly 
espoused  the  cause  of  the  Colonies  in  liieir  resistance 
I  to  the  oppressMu  tif  the  mother  coinitrv,  was  present 
at  th.e  battle  <'f  Long  Island,  and  was  sul.isequentlv 
made  colonel.    After  the  war  Col.  Stanlev  served 
in  nearly  every  imjiortant  office  in  the  town.  He 
I  was  many  times  sent  to  the  (.;eneral  Court,  both 
I  from  h'armington  and  from  Xew  Britain, 
j        (ATi   Gad  Stanley   (2),  son  of  Gad  Staidey, 
I  born  in  1776,  marrici'l  in  ijij')  Chloe,  daughter  (A 
I  Ensign  Le\i  Andrews,  of   .Vewinglou    and  Xew 
j  Britain,  born  in  1777-    Bhey  lived  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  ""Stanley  Quarter. ""  ric  died  in  1820, 
!  on  the  i^assage  from  .M artinifpie.  and  was  buried  at 
sea.    She  died  in  1851.    After  his  death  the  farm 
was  sold,  and  a  fine  residince  built  on  Washington 
street,  in  Xew  Britain..    Their  children  were  Levi 
i  A..  Erederick  T.,  William  I!.,  Herbert  .AL,  Alfred  H., 
;  Catherine  A.,  and  Alarv  C. 

\       .The  late  Hon.  Ered  erick  Trenck  l~>tanle\',  loni''  a 
pronn'nent,  influential  and  honored  citizen  of  Xew 
j  Britain,  was  born  there  Aug.  12,  1802,  son  of  Gad 
j  Stanley.    L'ntil  sixteen  years  of  age  he  passed  his 
I  boyhood  on  the  farm,  assisting  his  father  and  at- 
I  tending  school.    Lie  was  a  leader  of  sports  among 
\  his  companions,  antl  during  the  latter  years  of  his 
life  was  fond  of  relating  some  of  the  exploits  of  his 
I  boyhood  days,  with  considerable  amusement  to  his 
!  friends  as  well  as  to  himself.    Among  other  things 
:  he  often  told  of  his  trips  to  Hartford  on  horseback, 
j  to  secure  the  papers  for  the  village,  receiving  everv^ 
I  week  for  the  trouble  of  distril)nting  them  a  copy  for' 
himself,  which  he  read  with  great  interest.  When 
i  sixteen  years  of  age  he  occupied  a  j)osition  as  clerk 
in  a  store  in  X'ew  Haven,  ^^'hile  here  he  became  a 
member  of  the  X'ew  Haven  Greys,  a  leading  military 
j  organization.     He  was  a  favorite  with    all  witli 
■  wh.om  he  came  in  contact,  and  was  liked  by  lioth 
\  employers  and  associates. 

i       In  1823  'Sir.  Stanley  left  Xew  Haven,  and  for 
'  a  period  was  engaged  as  a  merchant  in  Eayetteville. 
i  X'.  C.    Returning  to  X'ew  Britain,  he  was  for  a 
time  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  O.  R.  Burnham,  then  f()r 
i  one  season  was  clerk  on  the  "Oliver  Ellsworth,''  a 
!  boat  running  between  Hartford  and  Xew  York, 
i  He  developed  a  quick  and  active  mind,  and  adapta- 
■;  bilitv  for  a  successful  business  life.    In  182  )  Mr. 
j  Stanley  formed  a  partncrshi])  with  the  late  Curtis 
W'haples,  and  opened  a  general  store  in  X'ew  Britain. 
:  As  tnne  passed  he  saw  the  imjx)rtance  of  manu- 
I  facturing  and  th.e  promise  it  offered,  and  as  earlv 
I  as  1830  associated  himself  witli  his  brother,  Will- 
j  iam  B.  Stanley,  Henry  A\'.  Clark  and  Lora  Waters, 
and  erected  a  small  shop  for  the  man^ifacture  of  ma- 
chinery.   In  1831  Frederick  T.  .'^tanlev  bought  out 
the  business,  and  changed  the  product  of  the  shop  to 
wrought-iron  door-locks,  the  first  ever  nianufac- 
I  tured  in  this  country.     The  firm  first  mentioned 
j  Ixjught  anrl  put  in  ojjcation  the  first  stat'onary  steam 
1  engine  used  in  X'ev.-  Britain,  in  1835  Air.  Sta:d.ey,  his 
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brother  William  B.,  Emanuel  Russell,  Smith  >ralti-  j 
son  aiul  ']'.  and  X.  W  oodrurY  Ivnight  ihirtv  acres  of  j 
land  on  the  west  si<.le  of  .Main  ^t^eet,  and  in  1S30  j 
built  a  dam  and  brick  factory,  and  wi  nt  more  ex-  ' 
tcnsively  into  the  manufacture  of  locks.      In  1S41  \ 
Fretlerick  T.  Stanley  sold  out  his  interest  in  the  busi- 
ness, which  ultimately  came  into  the  hands  of  the 
Russell  i^v:  Irwin  Manufacturing  Co.,  and,  after  an 
absence  of  two  years  in  Mississiiipi  with  his  brother, 
returned  to  New  Britain,  and  began  the  manufacture 
•of  hinges.    They  also  made  door  and  shutter  bolts, 
latches  and  trunk  handles.    When  they  began  the 
manufacture  of  bolts  in  1S44  all  door  bolts  were  im- 
ported.   The  business  increased  rapidly,  and  in  1S52 
a  new  company — the  Stanlev  Woiks — was  formed, 
of  which  ]\Ir.  Stanley  was  elected  president,  and  as 
such  remained  for  more  than  thirty  _\ears,  or  until 
his  death. 

The  enterprise  and  forethought  of  ]\Ir.  Stanley 
•  displayed  in  his  own  business  led  him  to  devise  plans  1 

for  the  benefit  of  his  native  place.  He  first  called 
tlie  attention  of  the  citizens  to  the  necessity  of  hav- 
ing a  suitable  water  supply  in  1S56,  and  at  once  gave 
much  time  to  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  sub- 
ject. He  inspected  the  land  where  "Shuttle 
Meadow"  now  is,  and  devised  the  present  plan  for  j 
bringing  water  to  the  city.  The  leading  men  saw  | 
the  feasibility  of  the  plan,  and  ]\Ir.  Stanley  laid  out 
the  details  of  the  scheme  before  the  taxpayers  at 
public  meetings. 

Seeing  the  advantages  to  be  derived  by  railroad 
communication  Air.  Stanley,  with  others,  labored  to  j 
get  the  main  line  of  the  Consolidated  road  to  run  I 
through  New  Britain.  On  the  building  of  the  branch  { 

road  to  Berlin,  the  first  engine  run  on  this  line  bore  ! 

^  .         .      .         .  I 
Ills  name.    He  was  the  leading  spirit  in  having  the  I 

Providence,  Hartford  &  Fishkill   ( now  the  New  j 

England )  branch  laid  and  run  through  Xew  Britain.  I 

]\Ir.  Stanley  was  intrusted  with  many  public  enter-  ! 

prises,  and  it  was  often  the  remark  that  "he  had  i 

done  more  for  Xew  Britain  than  any  one  here."  j 

During  the  Civil  war,  although  too  far  advanced  in  | 

y-ears  to  go  to  the  front,  he  did  much  to  forward  the  | 

good  work  at  home.    He  was  always  anxious  to 

fiave  a  suitable  monument  erected  in  New  Britain  in 

memory  of  the  fallen  heroes  of  the  place,  and  v.^as 

■    Avilling  to  give  to  it  as  liberally  as  his  means  would 

allow. 

"In  business  Mr.  Stanley  was  methodical,  ener- 
getic and  progressive,  but  never  made  the  acquisi- 
tion of  property  his  sole  aim.  His  generous  nature 
led  him  to  give  liberally,  both  of  time  and  of  means, 
for  the  benefit  of  others.  His  public  spirit  especially 
led  him  to  place  the  welfare  of  the  town  and  city  be- 
fore his  private  interests."  j 

In  politics  Mr.  Stanley  was  first  a  \Miig,  and  on  j 
the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  he  joined 
it.  He  was  a  great  admirer  of  Daniel  Webster,  and 
v.-as  grieved  much  that  he  failed  of  a  nomination 
for  President  at  the  Baltimore  convention.  He 
v;as  personally  acquainted  with  that  statesman,  and 


a  number  of  times  went  to  hear  him  speak,  notably  at 
Uunker  Hill  and  L);ulmouth.  In  1834  Mr.  Staiiley 
was  elected  a  representative  to  the  State  Legisla- 
ture. He  was  again  solicited  for  tlie  same  honors, 
but  declined  them.  He  was  the  first  warden  of  the 
borough,  in  1850,  and  in  1S71  was  elected  the  first 
mayor  of  New  Britain.  Though  a  Republican  his 
luime  appeared  at  the  head  of  both  tickets.  He  was 
always  ready  to  act  for  what  he  believed  to  lie  the 
public  welfare,  but  never  anxious  to  put  himself  for- 
ward into  political  prominence.  His  recollection  of 
the  early  history  of  all  the  business  enterprises  of 
New  Britain  was  remarkable,  and  it  was  a  rare  pleas- 
ure to  bear  him  converse  on  such  subjects.  He 
could  with  perfect  ease  recite  the  exact  dates  of 
almost  any  public  event  of  half  a  centurv  j^rior  to 
.1S70,  was  an  intelligent  gentleman,  of  varied  in- 
formation, or  unflinching  integritv.  conscientious, 
loyal  to  his  country,  and  unwearied  in  advancing 
the  interests  of  his  native  town. 

During  the  last  years  of  his  life  :\Ir.  Stanley  was 
in  feeble  health.  He  was'  almost  totally  blind  for 
seven  years  before  his  death,  which  occurred  Aug. 
2,  1883.  At  the  time  the  Hartford  Couraiit  said: 
"Tn  the  death  of  Hon.  F.  T.  Stanley,  New  Britain 
loses  one  of-  its  most  pubhc-spiritcd  and  best  be- 
loved citizens,  and  a  man  worthy  to  be  called  one 
of  nature's  noblemen.  He  has  watched  the  growth 
of  his  native  town  with  the  eye  of  a  lover,  and  for 
fifty  years,  and  until  laid  aside  by  ill  health  from 
active  work,  there  has  been  no  important  measure 
for  its  welfare  which  has  not  been  either  originated 
or  warmly  aided  by  him.  And  he  took  an  equal 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  State  and  Nation,  be- 
ing himself  an  embodiment  of  that  spirit  of  lovaltv 
among  the  active  business  men  of  the  North  which 
was  the  reserve  force  in  the  Union  struggle.  He 
has  left  a  blessed  memory  that  will  long  be  cher- 
ished." ITe  was  the  friend  and  acquaintance  of 
most  of  the  prominent  men  of  his  day,  and  was  al- 
ways found  among  those  who  extended  a  welcome 
to  such  men,  whenever  thev  came  into  the  State  in  a 
public  capacity. 

On  July  4,  1838.  Air.  Stanley  was  married  to 
Alelvina,  daughter  of  Samuel  C.  and  Anna  (  Conk- 
Hn)  Chamberlain,  of  Sandisfield,  Alass.  The  chil- 
dren by  this  marriage  were :  Alfred  H.,  born  Aug. 
2,  1839;  Frederick  H.,  born  Feb.  9,- 1841,  died  Oct. 
10,  1843;  '^"cl  William  Chamberlain,  born  April  14, 
1843,  <Jicd  July  31,  1844. 

GEORGE  BISSELL,  a  greatly-respected  retired 
resident  of  East  Hartford,  was  born  March  27,  1833, 
in  the  Tiorth  part  of  the  town  of  Afanchester,  near  the 
South  Windsor  town  line,  Hartford  county,  is  a  son 
of  Lewis  G.  and  Parnielia  (Beckwith)  Bissell,  and 
is  of  the  eighth  generation  froni  John  Bissell,  who 
was  born  in  England  in  1592.  was  one  of  Connecti- 
cut's earliest  colonists,  and  died  in  Windsor.  The 
hne  of  descent  is  traced  through  Samuel,  who  died 
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in  i6SS  in  W'iiuisor;  John,  born  in  1659,  died  1OS4; 
Capt.  Jolin,  born  in  lO^J,  lived  in  \\  indsor  and  ' 
Bolton,  aiul  diet!  in  1771  ;  Lapt.  Ozias.  born  in  Bol-  | 
ton  May  i^v  173-',  died  in  \  ernon  .March  16,  i8j8;  | 
Ozias,  born  in  1779;  and  Lewis  G.,  born  in  i8ji,  ' 
to  George,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.     To  Lewis 
.G.  and  I'arinelia  BisscU  were  born  tour  children: 
Harriet,  born  Oct.  27,  1827,  died  iNLirch  23,  1896; 
Lewis,  born  July  6,  1829,  died  Sept.  i,  1900;  Gci  'ri^e, 
subject  of  this  sketch  ;  and  Charles  Henry,  born  Any.  j 
29,  184 1.  j 

Geor<re  Bissell  was  but  six  months  old  when  his 
parents  settled  in  South  \\  indsor.  where  he  was 
reared  and  educated  in  the  district  schools,  with 
Mary  Ann  Duckland  as  his  first  teacher.  He  ihen 
attended  the  W'apping  Seminary,  where  Rev.  Col- 
lins taught,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years  went 
to  work  on  his  father's  farm,  w  hich  was  a  large  one, 
and  where  he  had  plentv  to  do.  ^Nlr.  Bissell  early  j 
began  for  himself  by  raising  tobacco,  was  indus- 
trious and  prospered,  and  later  he  and  his  brother 
Charles  engaged  in  buy  ing  and  selling  this  staple  . 
quite  extensively. 

On  May  21,  1S73.  'Mr.  Bissell  married,  in  \'er- 
Ron,  Coim.,  Miss  Sarah  Loraine  Russell,  who  was 
born  Aug.  18,  1S45,  i'''  ^'e^non,  and  is  a  descendant 
of  the  \\'hitney  and  Powers  families,  being  a  daugh- 
ter of  George  and  Xancy  Cutler  (Powers)  Russell, 
the  former  born  in  Enlield.  Zvlass.,  Oct.  30,  1817,  and 
the  latter  in  Boylston,  ]\Iass.,  April  28.  18 18.  Im- 
mediately after  marriage  3.1r.  and  Mrs.  Russell  lo- 
cated in  A'ernon,  Conn.,  where  Mr.  Russell  died 
-  Feb.  25,  1890,  after  a  married  life  of  fifty  years, 
lacking  two  weeks ;  and  Mrs.  Russell  was  called 
away  ^lay  29,  1896,  dying  at  the  home  of  ]\Irs. 
Bissell,  her  daughter. 

George  Russell  was  a  son  of  Jonathan  Russell, 
who  died  in  A'ernon,  Conn.,  in  1S50,  at  the  age  of 
eighty  years.    George  Russell  was  a  farmer  and 
fruit  grower,  and,  as  a  rule,  was  a  successful  man. 
Although  he  met  with  reverses  at  the  age  of  forty, 
he  recovered  himself,  and  acquired  property  of  con- 
siderable value.   He  was  a  man  of  superior  physique, 
weighed  iSo  pounds,  and  was  well-qualified  to  cope 
with  the  arduous  labors  of  farm  life.    In  politics  he 
was  a  Republican,  but  was  never  an  office  seeker. 
Although  not  a  member  of  any  church,  he  was  a' 
sincere  follower  of  the  Gospel,  and  an  upright,  pure 
man,  of  modest  demeanor,  and  well  worthy  of  the 
great  respect  in  which  he  was  held  by  his  fellow- 
citizens,    liis  wife  died  in  the  faith  of  the  Congre-  I 
gational  Church,  of  which  she  had  long  been  a  de-  | 
voted  member.    The  children  born  to  George  Rus-  1 
sell  and  wife  were  two  in  number:    John  AVhitney  1 
Russell,  of  South  Hadley  Falls,  and  superintendent  1 
of  the  wire  mill  at  Holyoke,  ]Mass.,  and  Sarah  Lo-  \ 
raine   (}vlrs.  Bissell).     The  great-grandfather  of  \ 
Mrs.  Bissell  was  Col.  John  \\'hitnev.  a  hero  of  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and   a  resident  of  Concord, 
Mass.,  after  wdiom  the  brother  of-  Mrs.  Bissell  was 
named.    Mrs.  Bissell  is  a  highly-accomplished  lady, 


liaving  when  young  been  fitted  by  private  tutors  for 
entrance  to  Mount  Holyoke  Seminary,  but  failing 
health  prevented  her  attendance  at  that  famous  in- 
stitution of  learning. 

^ilr.  and  Mrs.  Lieorge  Bissell  wer.t  to  housekeep- 
ing on  part  of  his  father's  farm,  and  there  lived  for 
seventeen  years, .fanning,  dairying  and  tobacco  rais- 
ing. In  1885  he  relimiuished  all  traftic  in  tobacco 
and  tobacco  growing,  and  devoted  his  time  and  at- 
tention to  his  oilier  interests  an.]  those  of  his  ta- 
ther.  In  May,  1890,  he  sold  his  farm  property  and 
removed  to  his  present  elegant  home  on  Burnside 
averme,  in  Last  Hartford.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  liissell 
have  a  family  of  four  children:  Jennie  Loraine,. 
born  July  18,  1875,  attended  the  New  Britain  Xor- 
nial  School,  was  a  successful  teacher  for  a  few  years,, 
and  was  married.  Oct.  18,  1S99.  to  Erasius  C.  Geer,. 
son  of  Elihu  Geer;  Alice  Louise,  born  Feb.  13,  1880,, 
is  a  stenographer ;  George  Russell,  born  Dec.  20, 
18S3,  is  still  at  home;  and  Florence  Louella,  born 
Oct.  15,  1889,  is  a  bright  and  promising  little  girk 

Mrs.  Bissell,  a  very  refined  lady,  and  her  eldest 
daughter,  also  an  accomplished  young  woman,  are 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church,  in  tlie  work 
of  which  Mrs.  Bissell  takes  quite  a  prominent  part. 
She  is  president  of  the  Home  ^lissionary  Society, 
also  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Foreign  Alission- 
ary  Society,  and  is  a  leader  in  all  the  measures  of 
the  congregation  for  tb.e  promotion  of  its  work  of 
beneficence.  In  politics  Mr.  Bissell  is  a  stalwart 
Republican,  and  has  voted  for  every  candidate  of  his 
party  for  the  presidency  of  the  Lnited  Stales  from 
John  C.  Fremont  down  to  William  McKinley. 

Mr.  Bissell,  although  nominally  retired  from 
business,  has  many  interests  that  still  claim  his  at- 
tention. He  is  the  owner  of  a  number  of  valuable 
residence  properties  in  East  Hartford  that  require 
his  time  and  care,  has  other  investments  tliat  need 
looking  after,  and  is  also  engaged  in  the  manipulat- 
ing of  loans  of  his  surplus  capital,  and  in  these 
transactions  he  is  ably  assisted  bv  his  accomplished 
helpmate.  Lie  is  still  a  hale  and  well-preserved 
gentleman,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  he  has  un- 
dergone much  hard  labor.  It  is  neeaiess  to  add  that 
socially  the  Bissell  familv  stand  wdth  the  ehte. 

HEXRY  CASE,  a  leading  resident  of  X'orth 
Canton,  is  a  wortliy  representative  of  a  family  which 
has  furnished  many;  valuable  citizens  to  this  Com- 
monwealth. He  is  a  descendant  of  John  Case,  a 
pioneer  of  Simsbury,  through  his  son  Bartholomew, 
who  married  Mary  Humphrey,  daughter  of  Ensign 
Samuel  Humphrey. 

Amos  Case,  son  of  Bartholomew,  was  born  in 
1712,  and  died  in  1798.  In  1740  he  removed  to 
West  Simsbury  (now  Canton),  and  engaged  in 
farming  at  East  Hill.  He  was  married,  in  1739, 
to  Mary  Flolcomb,  who  was  born  in  1714,  and  died 
in  1802.  They  had  ten  children:  Mvry  (1739- 
1834)  married  Simeon  Case,  son  of  Richard  Case 
(2)  ;  Ruth  (1742-1794)  married  Richard  Case,  son 
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of  Richard  ;  Huldah  (1744-1774)  never  mar- 
ried; Amos  (  1 74(^1798 )  married  Betsey  Ward; 
Abel  (1748-1834)  married  (first)  lluldah  lligby, 
and  (second)  Lucy  Perry;  Silas  (1749-1S09)  is 
mentioned  below;  Lucy  ( 1752-1837)  married 
(hrst)  Ruggles  Humphrey,  and  (second)  Solomon 
Bull;  I'liney  (1754-1/80)  married  Rhoda  ?\Ierill; 
Rhoda  (1757-1786)  married  llosca  Case;  Seth 
(1760-1776)  died  in  Xew  York,  while  serving-  in 
the  American  armv  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

Silas  Case,  son  of  Amos,  was  born  in  1749,  at 
East  llill,  and  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
war.  He  followed  farming  in  West  Simsbury.  and 
died  there  in  1S09.  He  married  (first)  Jane  Kelly, 
who  died  in  1777,  ^""^  \^tcv  wedded  Mary  Case, 
who  was  born  in  1755.  and  died  in  1833.  The  only 
child  of  the  first  marriage,  Kelly,  born  in  1777, 
married  (first)  Roxy  Hoskins,  and  (second)  ^label 
Steele.  There  were  nine  children  by  the  second 
marriage:  Polly  (17S1-1S50)  married  Giles  Case; 
Ira  (1782-1S48)  married  3.1ary  Humphrey,  and 
(second)  Dinah  Case;  Silas  '( 1785-1S16)  ;  Levi 
(1787-1S65)  married  Keturah  Bandell ;  Ruggles 
is  mentioned  below  ;  Jane  (1792-1859)  married  Hol- 
comb  Case;  Lucy  (1794)  married  Everest  Case; 
Gad  (1796)^  married  Tirzah  Gibbons;  and  RutTi 
(1799-1832)  married  Case  Braman. 

Ruggles  Case,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  17S9  in  Canton,  and  received  a  district-school 
education.  He  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade  in 
Canton  Street,  and  later  removed  to  North  Canton, 
where  he  built  a  shop  and  followed  his  trade  many 
years.  lie  also  owned  a  seventy-acre  farm,.,  upon 
which  he  made  many  improvements.  He  died  in 
August,  1 88 1,  and  was  buried  in  North  Canton. 
In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  for  a  long  period 
he  filled  the  ot^ce  of  justice  of  the  peace.  He  was 
temperate  and  domestic  in  his  habits,  and,  although 
liberal  in  religious  views,  he  attended  the  Congre- 
gational Church  and  later  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  He  was  married,  in  Canton,  to  Cynthia 
Case,  daughter  of  Capt.  Uriah  Case,  and  they  had 
the  following  children:  Oliver,  deceased;  Clarissa 
(deceased),  who  married  Roswald  Barnes;  Watson, 
deceased;  Lucinda.  deceased  wife  of  Watson  Case; 
Edmund,  a  retired  resident  of  North  Canton :  Cyn- 
thia, deceased ;  Nelson,  who  died  in  childhood ; 
Henry,  our  subject:  Mary  E.,  deceased;  and  Sarah, 
widow  of  Horace  C.  Vining. 

Our  subject's  mother,  who  was  born  in  1793, 
and  died  in  1874,  was  a  most  exemplary  woman, 
and  a  regular  attendant  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  She  was  a  descendant  of  John  Case,  the 
pioneer,  her  line  being  traced  through  Richard,  a 
son  of  John.  Sergt.  Richard  Case,  son  of  Richard, 
was  born  in  Simsbury  in  17 10,  and  came  to  West 
Simsbury  in  1737,  being  one  of  the  first  settlers 
there.  He  married  !Mercy  Holcomb,  who  was  born 
in  1712,  and  died  in  1780.  Their  son,  Uriah,  fa- 
ther of  Mrs.  Cynthia  Case,  was  Ijorn  in  1743,  and 
died  in  1822.  He  resided  in  East  Hill,  where  he  fol- 


i  lowed  farming  all  his  life.  He  married  (first)  Susan 
I  Lawrence,  (second)  Eunice  Dill,  and  (third)  ^.Irs. 

.Mary  Case,  widow  of  Silas  Case.  l'>y  the  fir>t 
1  marriage  he  had  four  children:  Zilpali,  born  in 
1766,  married  Isaiah  Taylor;  Sylvia,  born  in  1768, 
married  (first)  Amasa  I'uller,  and  (.second)  David 
Sutlifi";  Uriah,  Jr.,  born  in  1771,  married  Sarah 
Noble,  who  died  in  1807;  Susannah,  born  in  1774, 
married  Jared  Mills,  Jr.,  and  died  in  1808.  There 
were  eleven  children  by  the  second  marriage :  Joab, 
born  in  1779,  married  Sarah  Case,  and  died  in  1818; 
Eunice,  born  in  1780,  married  Roswell  Reed;  Wat- 
son, born  in  1781,  married  Sylvia  Case,  and  died 
in  1853;  Elizabeth,  born  in  1783,  died  in  1808.  un- 
married; Holcomb^  born  in  1784,  married  Jane 
Case,  and  died  in  1854;  Lorinda,  born  in  17S6,  died 
in  1808,  unmarried;  Clara  and  Laura,  twins,  were 
born  in  17S8,  of  wdiom  the  latter  died  in  1842,  and 
the  former  married  Charles  Humphrey ;  Lydia,  born 
in  1791,  died  in  1822,  unmarried;  Cynthia  married 
Ruggles  Case;  and  Lucinda,  born  in  1799,  married 
Hiram  Case. 

Our  subject  was  born  Sept.  4,  1830,  in  North 
Canton,  and  after  completing  a  district-school 
course  attended  the  high  school  at  Ellington.  For 
some  time  he  taught  school  in  winter,  and  assisted 
his  father  on  the  farm  during  the  summer,  and 
at  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  began  dealing  in  furs, 
a  business  which  he  has  carried  on  extensively  ever 
since,  his  goods  being  bought  mainly  in  Canada, 
New  York  and  the  "Far  \\'est."  He  has  had  some 
manufactured,  and  has  sold  extensively  in  3.1assa- 
chusetts  and  Connecticut,  the  various  kinds  of  fur 
wraps,  robes,  etc.  He  has  also  for  several  seasons 
bought  furs  on  commission  for  a  New  York  firm. 
Z\Ir.  Case  is  also  interested  in  farming,  tobacco 
growing  and  stock  raising  at  the  old  homestead, 
where  he  resides,  except  during  occasional  visits 
to  California  and  Florida.  His  habits  are  irre- 
proachable, and  his  genial  disposition  has  made  him 
many  friends. 

Mr.  Case  was  married,  in  1890,  in  San  Jose, 
j  Santa  Clara  Co.,  Cal.,  to  ^^liss  Regina  E,  ^Nlecklem, 
who  was  born  in  Crescent  City,  Del  Norte  Co., 
Cal.,  in  1859,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Jane  (Lowry) 
]\Iecklem,  pioneer  residents  of  that  State.    .Mr.  and 
i\Irs.  Case  have  one  child,  Henry  Ruggles,  born  in 
;  North  Canton,  Nov.  20,  1804.    Mr.  Case  is  a  Der.- 
j  ocrat  in  politics,  and  has  served  as  justice  of  the 
j  peace  for  the  town  of  Canton.    His  wife  is  a  niem- 
j  ber  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  North 
I  Canton,  of  which  he  is  a  liberal  supporter, 
j       John  ]Mecklein  was  born  in   1S18  in  Beaver 
!  county,  Penn.,  son  of  Samuel  and  Rachel   ( Mc- 
I  Donald)  Mecklem,  who  came  to  Pennsylvania  from 
Delaware.    In  1845       married  Jane  Lowry,  who 
was  born  in  1818  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  but  was 
'  reared  in   Pennsylvania,  her  parents,  James  and 
I  Mary    (Henderson)    Lowry,   natives   of  County 
j  Down,  Ireland,  having  come  to  America  when  she 
was  quite  young,  taking  up  their  home  in  Pitts- 
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bury;!!,  where  they  were  early  and  hic^lily-estceiiied 
settlers.  Mr.  aiul  Mr,s.  Lowry  had  twelve  chiUlren: 
Sainuel,  Thomas.  Joseph  (an  inventor  of  note), 
VVilliain,  Martin.  Khenezer,  John,  David  (author 
and  journalist).  James  (identified  with  ihe  eity 
government  tor  manv  years),  ]\lary,  Margaret  and 
Jane.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meckkni,  were  li  irn  six 
children:  Samuel  died  voung;  Raehel  died  in  in- 
fancy; Mary  H.  died  at  the  age  of  tive  vears ; 
Orlando  Al.  aTuI  Marv  J.  are  residents  of  San  Jose, 
Cal. ;  and  Regina  E.  is  the  wife  of  our  subject. 

JOXATHAX  AI.  PECK,  a  well-known  farmer, 
horticulturist  and  florist  of  Bristol,  is  a  native  of 
that  town,  horn  Xov.  i,  1829. 

Mr.  Peck  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  Paul  Peck, 
who  is  supposed  to  have  been  born  in  the  County 
of  Essex,  Ens^land,  in  160S.  and  to  have  come  to 
tliis  country  in  the  ship  "Dehance"  in  1635.  In 
Boston,  Mass.,  or  in  its  vicinity,  he  remained  until 
1636,  and  then  removed  to  Hartford,  Conn.,  with 
Rev.  Thomas  Hooker  and  his  friends.  His  name 
appears  on  the  list  of  proprietors  of  Haitford  in 
1639,  and  from  the  records  of  the  town  it  appears 
that  he  became  one  of  its  leading  men.  His  resi- 
dence is  said  to  have  been  upon  what  is  now^  known 
as  Washington  street,  not  far  from  Trinity  College, 
the  site  of  which  is  still  known  among  the  older  in- 
habitants as  the  "Peck  lot."  He  was  a  deacon  in 
the  Congregational  Church  from  16S1  until  his 
death,  Dec.  23,  1695.  His  wdll  is  to  be  found  upon 
the  Probate  Records  [B.  5,  pp.  217-18-19],  dated 
June  25,  1695,  and  proved  Jan.  15.  1695-96.  It  is 
quite  lengthy,  and  is  of  interest  in  its  details  and 
descriptions  of  his  property,  his  inventory  amount- 
ing to  ±536,  5s.  He  makes  bequests  to  his  wife 
Martha,  sons  I'aul  and  Joseph,  daughters  Martha 
Cornwell,  Alary  .Andrew.  Sarah  Clark  and  Elizabeth 
How,  his  grand^^ons  Paul  and  Samuel,  and  his  son- 
in-law  John  Shephard.  He  also  names  his  grand- 
daughter Ruth  Peach,  and  son-in-law  Joseph  Bou- 
ton,  to  whom  Samuel  was  required  to  pay  legacies. 
A  brief  record  of  his  children  is  as  follows : 

(i)  Paul,  born  1639.  (2)  Alartha,  born  164:, 
married  John  Cornwell,  of  Middletown,  and  died 
March  i,  1708-09.  (3)  Elizabeth,  born  1643.  mar- 
ried a  Air.  How,  of  Wallingford.  (4)  John,  born 
Dec.  22,  1645.  (5)  Samuel,  born  1647,  died  Jan. 
10,  1696.  (6)  Joseph,  born  Dec.  22,  1650.  died 
June  26,  1698.  (7)  Sarah,  born  in  1653,  married 
Thomas  Clark,  of  Hartford.  (8)  Hannah,  born  in 
1656,  married  John  Shephard,  of  Hartford.  (9) 
Mary,  born  1662,  married  John  Andrew,  of  Plart- 
ford. 

The  Conn.ecticut  Pecks  are  descendants  of  Joseph 
Peck,  of  Miiford.  Deacon  William  and  Henry,  of 
New  Haven,  and  Deacon  Paul,  of  Hartford.  They 
were  among  che  early  settlers  of  this  country.  Each 
became  the  ancestor  of  a  numerous  race.  Their 
descendants  are  now  scattered  throughout  most  of 
the  States  and  Territories,  mixed  in  their  settle- 


I  ments  with  each  other  and  with  the  ?\rassachusctt'> 
I'ccks,  rcciuiriiiL;  nuich  labor  ti>  separate  them.  \\  hat 
relationship  exists  between  these  anec:>tors  has  never 
been  ascertained. 

The  stej),-  of  descent  frcin  (I)  Paul  Peck.  i6,)8. 
to  (\'ll)  Jonathan  M.  Peck,  our  subject,  are  a.s 
follows  : 

j  (11)  Sanuiet  Peck,  Sr.,  born  1647,  resided  in 
j  West  Hartford,  where  he  died  Jan.  10,  1696.  He 

I  married  Elizabeth   — ,  and  had  one  child. 

(Ill)  Samuel  Peck,  Jr..  lx)rn  1672,  in  West 
Hartford,  settled  in  .Middletown  (  mo\v  Berlin),  and 
married,  March  6,  1701,  Abigail  Collier,  daughter 
of  Joseph  Collier.  He  died  Dec.  9,  1765,  his  wife 
on  Oct.  28,  1742.  Their  children:  (i)  Samuel, 
born  Jan.  6,  1702,  died  Aug.  25,  1784;  (2)  Aloses, 
born  x\pril,  1703,  died  Dec.  30,  1759;  (3)  Isaac, 
born  Xov.  28,  1706,  died  Oct.  27.  174S;  (4)  Abijah, 
born  Dec.  28,  1709,  died  Alaich  13,  1797;  (5)  Zeb- 
ulon,  born  Sept.  i,  1712,  died  Jan.  13.  1795;  (6) 
Amos,  born  Alarch  3,  1715,  died  April  6,  1802;  (7) 
Abel,  born  Dec.  28.  1717,  died  Sept.  19,  1742;  (8) 
Edisha.  born  Alarcli  11,  1720,  died  Alay  29,  1762; 
(9)  Elijah,  born  Ju'y  23,  1723. 

(1\')  Zebulon  Peck,  born  Sept.  i,  1712,  in  Alid- 
dletown,  removed  to  Bristol  in  1743.  He  married 
Alary  Edwards,  daughter  of  Josiah  E^dwards. 
of  East  Hampton,  L.  I.,  July  10,  1735.  He 
died  in  Bristol  Jan.  13,  1795,  his  wife  on  Alay  23, 
1790.  Their  children  were  as  follows:  Abigail, 
born  Alay  20,  1736,  died  April  21,  1826;  Justus, 
born  Xov.  14,  1737;  Elizabeth,  born  Sept.  30,  1739, 
died  Xov.  16,  1741  ;  Alary,  born  Aug.  12,  1741,  died 
Oct.  II,  1785;  Zebulon,  born  April  15,  1743,  died 
Jan.  23,  1S20;  Abel,  born  in  1745,  died  Jan.  26, 
1778,  wdiile  on  his  way  home  from  Valley  Forge 
during  the  Revolutionary  war;  David,  born  Alay  13, 
1749,  died  Sept.  30,  1821  ;  Lament,  born  Alav  8, 
1751,  died  Alay  5,  1823;  Elizabeth,  born  1753,  died 
Alarch  12,  1816;  Josiah,  born  Jan.  19,  1755,  died 
April  26,  181 1. 

(V)  Lament  Peck,  born  Alay  8,  1751,  in  Farm- 
ington  (now  Bristol),  died  Alay  5,  1823.  He  served 
in  the  Revolutionarv  war,  and  held  various  tov^-n 
and  church  offices.  He  married  Rachel  Tracy,  and 
had  children  as  follows:  Sally,  born  Feb.  7,  1784; 
Tracy,  born  April  5,  1785,  died  Feb.  12,  1862; 
Richard,  born  Dec.  15,  1786;  Susannah,  born  Aug. 

I  31,  1788;  one  that  died  in  infancy;  Ei>aphroditu^. 
!  born  Oct.  26.  1791,  died  Xov.  16,  181 1,  in  South 
I  Carolina;  Xehemiah,  born  Sept.  26,  1793;  Xeuman. 
}  born  Xov.  25,  1795  ;  Rachel,  born  Dec.  25,  1797 ;  and 
James  G.,  born  June  24,  1800. 

(VI)  Richard  Peck,  born  Dec.  15,  1786,  .son  of 
(V)  Lament  Peck,  settled  in  Bristol,  and  in  the 

I  earlier  }ears  of  his  life  was  a  shoemaker  and  tanner, 
I  his  later  vears  being  devoted  to  agricultural  pur- 
!  suits.  He  was  active  in  church  work  as  a  member 
I  of  several  cominittees  connected  with  the  Congrcga- 
I  tional  Church.  During  the  war  of  1812  he  served 
as  sergeant,  and  afterward,  for  several  years,  was 
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captniii  of  an  artillery  company  of  the  State  militia.  | 
In  politics  1k'  was  a  W  hig  and  Rcpuhlican.  and. 
though  no  aspirant  to  political  honors,  tuck  a  ilecp 
interest  in  the  aflairs  ot  his  iKirty,  keeping  well  i 
abreast  of  the  times.  He  served  on  the  Itoard  of 
assessors,  and  in  various  minor  otTices  of  the  town. 
}lc  died  Jan.  i6,  1872. 

On  June  28,  1815,  Richard  I'eck  married  Sophia 
Miller,  daughter  of  Rev.  Jonathan  Miller,  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  who  was  the  first  minister 
of  any  denomination  in  lUirlington,  Conn.,  where 
she  was  born.  To  ^Ir.  and  Mrs.  i'eck  were  horn 
children  as  follows:  (i)  I-^lizabeth  Gaylord,  born 
Nov.  14,  1816,  died  Dec.  8,  i8<)4,  unmarried.  (2) 
Abby  Mills,  born  Dec.  12,  i8iS^  died  June  28.  1836. 
(3)  Sophia  ^L,  born  March  24.  1S21,  married,  Dec. 
20,  1843,  Charles  Root,  of  New  Haven,  who  died 
in  Jamaica;  she  died  in  1872.  (4)  Richard  Lament 
(i),  born  Feb.  19,  1824,  died  April  13,  1824.  (5) 
Richard  Lament  (2),  borii  July  13,  1S26,  died  April 
29,  1885;  he  served  for  nine  months  in  the  25th 
Conn.  V.  L,  and  had  his  home  in  Bristol.  (6)  Jona- 
than M.  is  the  subject  proper  of  these  lines. 

(VII)  Jonathan  3.1.  Peck  received  a  liberal  edu- 
cation in  the  common  scliools  of  his  native  town, 
afterward  attending  \\'iIliston  Seminary  in  East- 
hampton,  Alass.  Concluding  his  studies  at  the  age 
of  eighteen,  he  then  worked  for  a  couple  of  years 
on  his  father's  farm.  During  the  succeeding  six 
years  he  was  employed  in  various  clock  factories 
in  Bristol;  then  removed  to  P^lymouth  (now  Thomas- 
ton),  and  for  eighteen  years  worked  in  the  move- 
ment department  of  the  Seth  Thomas  clock  factory. 
Part  of  this  time  he  had  a  contract  in  the  movement 
department  on  the  calendar  clocks  (a  new  feature 
in  clock  works),  employing  a  few  men.  Returning 
to  Bristol  in  1874,  he  has  since  been  engaged  in 
farming,  horticulture  and  tloriculture  at  the  old  ' 
homestead,  Xo.  400  W^est  street. 

On  Jan.  11,  J 871,  Jonathan  M.  Peck  was  mar- 
ried to  Helen  Elizabeth  Piatt,  of  Thoinaston,  born 
Sept.  7,  1846,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Agnes 
(Welton)  Piatt.  Children  as  follows  have  blessed 
this  union:  (i)  Aviary  Chilton,  born  Xov.  7,  1871, 
lives  at  home.  (2)  Arthur  Benjamin,  born  ]May 
24,  1877,  is  stenographer  for  Gross,  Hyde  &  Ship- 
man,  law  yers,  of  Hartford.  (3)  William  Tracv,  | 
born  Sept.  30,  1879,  is  at  present  studying  civil  en- 
gineering in  Cornell  University. 

Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Peck  are  members  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church  at  Bristol,  of  which  he  has  been 
collector  and  treasurer.  A  Republican  in  politics, 
he  has  held  various  offices  of  trust  and  .responsibil- 
ity, such  as  justice  of  the  peace,  assessor  and  con- 
stable; from  1888  to  1890  he  served  as  assessor  of 
Bristol.  He  is  vice-president  of  the  West  Cemetery 
Association,  and  has  been  general  superintendent 
of  the  cemetery  since  1896.  Socially  he  is  a  mem- 
ber, and  has  been  overseer,  master,  treasurer,  etc., 
of  Bristol  Grange,  No.  it6.  Air.  and  Airs.  Peck 
are  highly  esteemed  by  all  who  know  them." 


I  GEOl^GE  LEETE.  In  188 1  an  interesting 
volume,  entitled  '"The  hanhly  of  Leete,""  was  i)ub- 
lished  in  London,  for  private  circulation,  and  was 
i  generoush  sent  to  fifteen  public  libraries  in  this 
countr\  by  Jcseph  Leete,  Estp,  of  Eversden,  South 
Norwood  i'.ark,  S.  li.  Surrey,  England,  to  which  is 
i:xlebted  most  known  of  the  family  history  anterior 
to  the  emigration  of  William  Leete  to  this  country 
in  1639.  From  it  is  learned  the  great  antiquity  of 
the  family  name :  That  Gerard  Letie  or  Lete  held 
lands  in  Alordon,  Cambridgeshire,  in  1209,  in  the 
reign  of  King  John ;  that  Alatthew  Lety  held  lands 
in  1370;  that  Bobertusfil  Lete  was  assessed  to-  a 
subsidy  in  1326-27;  that  John  Leet,  . grocer  of  Lon- 
don, made  a  will,  proved  in  1442 ;  that  John  Lete, 
of  Cottenham,  made  a  will,  proved  in  1523;  that 
Henry  Lette,  of  Cottenham,  husbandman,  made  a 
will,  proved  in  1527;  that  Henry  Leete,  of  Comber- 
ton,  made  a  will,  proved  in  1541,  etc. 

From  the  same  source  comes  the  knowledge 
of  the  Leete  coat  of  arms,  for  thoughi  used  by 
Governor  Leete  in  this  country,  as  his  seal  proves, 
all  knowdedge  of  its  use,  and  even  of  its  existence, 
had  long  been  obliterated.  It  is  described  as  fol- 
lows :  Argent,  on  a  fesse,  gules,  between  two  rolls 
of  matches.  Sable,  fixed  proper,  a  martlet,  or.  Crest : 
On  a  ducal  coronet,  or,  an  antique  lamp,  or,  fixerl 
proper.  The  origin  and  signification  of  the  arms 
have  not  been  ascertained. 

Governor  William  Leete,  the  ancestor  of  the 
family  in  America,  was  born  in  Dodington,  Hunt- 
ingdonshire, England,  in  161 2  or  161 3,  and  was  a 
-son  of  John  and  Anna  fShute)  Leete,  and  grand- 
son of  Thom.as  and  Alaria  (Slacer)  Leete,  of  Ock- 
ington,  Cambridgeshire,  England.  He  w'as  bred  to 
the  law,  and  served  for  a  considerable  time  as  clerk 
in  the  Bishop's  Court  at  Cambridge,  when,  observ- 
ing the  oppressions  and  cruelties  then  practiced  on 
the  conscientious  and  virtuous  Puritans,  he  was  led 
to  examine  more  thoroughly  their  doctrine  and 
practice,  and  eventually  to  become  a  Puritan  him- 
self and  to  give  up  his  office.  He  came  to  America 
in  Rev.  Air.  Whitfield's  company,  was  one  of  the 
signers  of  the  Plantation  Covenant  on  shipboard. 
June  I,  1639,  and  arrived  in  New  Haven  about 
July  10.  When  they  had  agreed  upon  Guilford  as 
a  place  to  settle  he  was  one  of  the  six  selected  to 
purchase  the  land  of  the  native  Indians,  in  trust  for 
the  Plantation  until  their  organization.  Air.  Leete 
was  called  upon  to  . fill  many  public  offices.  He  was 
clerk  of  the  Plantation  from  1639  to  1642;  was  one 
of  four  to  whom  was  entrusted  the  whole  civil 
power  of  the  Plantation,  without  limitation,  until  a 
church  was  formed  ;  June  19,  1643,  when  the  church 
was  formed,  he  was  selected  as  one  of  the  seven 
pillars  "for  the  foundation  work."  In  1643  he  was 
chosen  to  meet  the  Court  at  New  Haven,  when 
the  combination  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  New 
Haven  Colony  was  planned  and  organized,  and 
Guilford,  Milford,  Stamford  and  other  Plantations, 
hitherto  independent  Colonics,  united  in  one  juris- 
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diction  with  Xow  llaven,  cstablisliiiig  a  General 
Conrt  for  the  wliolc  jurisdiction,  to  sit  twice  a  year  I 
at  Xew  Haven,  ami  to  consist  of  the  governor,  dep-  I 
uty  governor  and  all  the  nia;^"istrates  within  the  ; 
jurisdiction,  and  two  dciuilies  lor  every  J'lanta-  . 
tion.  ! 

Mr.  Lectc  was  a  deinuv  from  Guilford  to  this  I 
Court  till  1650,  and  from  1651  to  165S  was  the 
niagistrate  of  the  town.     In  1O5S  lie  was  chosen  j 
deputy  governor  of  the  Colony,  and  continued  in  | 
that  ottiee  until  1661,  when  lie  was  elected  governor, 
which  oflice  he  held  until  the  union  with  Connecti- 
cut, in  1664.    After  the  union  he  was  an  assistant 
until  1669,  when  he  was  elected  deputy  governor  j 
of  the  Connecticut  Colony,  holding  this  office  until  j 
1676,  when  he  was  chosen  governor,  which  position  1 
he  retained  by  continuous  re-election  until  his  death,  { 
in  1683.    Upon  being  elected  governor  he  removed 
to  Hartford,  and  being  continued  in  oflice  he  re- 
mained there  until  his  death,  and  is  buried  there. 
His  tombstone  was  discovered  about  1830,  in  the 
ancient  burial  ground  in  the  rear  of  the  First  church 
of  Hartford,  where  it  had  long  been  hidden  bv  an 
accumulation  of  earth.  His  descendants  have  since 
erected  a  plain  granite  monument  to  his  memory. 
Governor  Leete  married,  about  1638,  Anne  Payne, 
daughter  of  Rev.  John  Pa}ne,  of  Southoe,  Eng- 
land.    The  line  of  descent  from  this  illustrious 
American  ancestor  to  George  Leete,  our  subject,  of 
the  eighth  generation,  is  as  follows : 

(2)  John  Leete,  son  of  Governor  William  and 
Anne  (Payne)  Leete,  was  born  in  Guilford,  Conn., 
in  1639,  and  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  white 
child  born  in  that  town.  He  married,  Oct.  4,  1670, 
Mary,  daughter  of  William  and  Joanna  ( Sheaf er) 
Chittenden,  of  Guilford;  he  died  Xov.  25,  1693,  and 
his  wife  ]^Iarch  9,  1712. 

(3)  Deacon  Peletiah  Leete,  son  of  John  and 
Mary  (Chittenden)  Leete,  was  born  in  Guilford 
]\Iarch  26,  1681,  and  July  i,  1705,  married  Abigail, 
daughter  of  Abraham  and  Elizabeth  (Bartlett) 
Fowler,  of  Guilford.  He  soon  after  removed  to 
Leete's  Island,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  He  was  a  large  land  owner  and  a  successful 
farmer.  He  was  a  deacon  in  the  Fourth 
Church  of  Guilford,  and  although  chiefly  engaged 
in  private  affairs  was  often  elected  to  represent 
the  town  in  the  "General  Court."  He  died  Oct. 
13,  1768,  his  wife  on  Oct.  22,  1769. 

(4)  Deacon  Daniel  Leete  was  born  on  Leete's  \ 
Island  Oct.  14,  1709,  a  son  of  Deacon  Peletiah  and 
Abigail   (Fowler)   Leete.     He  married,  June  14,  I 
1738,  Rhoda,  daughter  of  Caleb  and  Sarah  ( Meigs ,1  i 
Stone,  of  Guilford.    He  resided  at  Leete's  Island, 
was  a  deacon  in  the  Fourth  Congregational  Church 
of  Guilford,  and  died  Oct.  i,  1772.    His  wife  died 
Dec.  23,  1769. 

(5)  Daniel  Leete,  son  of  Deacon  Daniel  and 
Rhoda  (Stone)  Leete,  was  born  April  17,  1742,  and 
married,  Dec.  10,  1766,  Charity,  daughter  of  Daniel 
and  Sarah  (Bradley)  Xorton,  of  Guilford.  They 


lived  on  Leete's  Island.  He  died  May  3,  18J5,  his 
wife  on  ]\b.  13.  1824. 

(6)  Edmund  Leete,  son  of  Daniel  and  Cluiriiy 
(^X"orton)  Leete,  was  born  May  10,  1775,  and  mar- 
ried, I'eb.  Ji'i,  iS  )i,  I'aniiy,  daughter  of  Juhn  and 
Mary  (Case)  Goldsmith,  of  Ciuilford,  and  resided 
at  Leete's  Island.  He  died  May  28,  1825,  his  wife 
on  Dec.  5,  1804. 

(7)  Henrv  Wilham  Leete,  son  of  Edmund  and 
Fanny  (Gildsmith)  Leete,  was  born  Dec.  1,1801, 
and  in  SeptLiiiber,  1824,  married  Xancy  A.,  daugh- 
ter of  Giles  and  Amelia  (Thomas)  Doolittle,  of 
Wallinoford.  Thev  resided  in  Wallingford,  where 
he  died  Oct.  10,  1844.  He  was  a  shoemaker  by 
trade,  yiv.  and  ]Mrs.  Leete  had  a  family  of  seven 
cl.'ildren:  Sarah  (Mrs.  John  Powers),  Henry  E., 
George,  Elizabeth  F,  (Mrs.  William  Smith),  i\Iari- 
etta  C.  (Mrs,  A.  K.  Conklin),  Rachel  I.,  and  Fanny 
A.  (Mrs.  John  Anderson). 

(8)  George  Leete,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  in  \\"allingford.  Conn.,  April  6,  1830,  a 
son  of  Henry  William  and  X'ancy  A.  (Doolittle) 
I.eete.  He  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
town,  where  he  received  a  limited  education.  He 
began  life  as  a  farm  hand,  but  since  1S49,  ^  period 
of  over  fifty  years,  he  has  been  engaged  in  railroad 
v.'ork,  six  months  with  the  Xew  England  Railway 
Co.,  and  since  with  the  X'ew  York,  X'ew  Haven  & 
Flartford  Railway  Co.  as  section  foreman,  with  resi- 
dence at  Thompsonville.  During  all  the  period  of 
fifty  years  he  has  never  been  compelled  to  remain 
ar  home  a  day  on  account  of  sickness.  In  1856  he 
married  Mary  Coughlan,  of  Thompsonville,  and 
they  have  si.x  children:  Eva  A.  (Mrs.  James 
Davidson),  George,  Arthur,  \\'illiani,  Joseph  and 
Edward.  ^Ir.  Leete  is  a  well-known  and  respected 
citizen  of  Thompsonville.  Politically  he  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat. 

SAMUEL  ALLYX  MOORE.  The  names  of 
the  brave  men  who  represented  Connecticut  on  the 
field  of  battle  during  the  "struggle  between  the 
States"  are  written  in  the  roll  of  honor  of  the  X^a- 
tion,  and  high  among  them  will  remain  that  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  now  a  prominent  resident  of 
Xew  Britain. 

Entering  the  service  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine 
as  a  "raw  recruit,"  3ilr.  Moore  rapidly  rose  through 
meritorious  conduct  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-col- 
onel, and  as  such  was  in  command  in  nearly  every 
engagement  of  his  regiment,  the  14th  Connecticut, 
from  Gettysburg  to  the  close  of  the  war,  while  dur- 
ing a  portion  of  the  time  he  was  in  command  of 
his  brigade.  Two  wounds  bore  testimony  to  his 
personal  bravery,  and  his  regiment,  led  by  him, 
held  a  place  in  the  fighting  line  in  many  a  hotly- 
contested  battle,  meeting  with  heavy  losses.  En- 
listing July  16,  1862,  as  a  recruit  for  the  7th  Conn. 
V.  I.,  he  was  ajjpointed  to  raise  a  company,  after- 
ward mustered  in  as  Company  F,  14th  Conn.  \  .  I., 
of  wdiich  he  was  made  first  lieutenant.    On  Sept. 
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J/,  iS6j,  lie  was  proinotod  at  Antiotain  to  tlie  rank 
of  captain,  antl  Sept.  \2,  iiSG^,  he  was  coniniissioned 
major.  On  Oct.  3,  1863,  he  was  made  Heutenant- 
coloncl.  a'l  his  commi-ssions  being  signed  by  Gov. 
\\'iniani  A.  I'uekingham.  With  this  rank  lie  was 
mustered  out  June  o,  1865.  In  July,  i8')4,  he  had 
connnand  of  a  provisional  regiment  in  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  when  £arly  made  a  raid  on  that  city, 
and  he  established  the  first  infantry  picket  line  from 
Fort  Stevens  to  Bladensburg.  His  service  was 
largely  under  Gen.  Hancock  in  the  Second  Army 
Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  among  the  most 
important  engagements  in  which  he  participated 
were  the  battles  of  Antietam,  Chaiicellorsville,  Get- 
tysburg, Falling  Waters,  Auburn,  Uristow  Station, 
Blackburn  Ford,  ^liiie  Run,  rxlorton's  Ford,  Wilder- 
ness, Laurel  Hill,  Spottsxlvania  (where  he  was 
wounded  May  12,  1864),  l^etersburg.  Deep  Bot- 
tom, Ream's  Station,  Boydton  Plank  Road,  Hatch- 
er's Run  and  Farmville.  near  High  Bridge  (where 
he  was  wounded  April  6.  1S65). 

Col.  iNIoore  was  born  Nov.  26,  1832,  in  the  town 
of  New  Plartford,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and  be- 
longs to  a  well-known  family.  Abijah  ]Moore,  his 
grandfather,  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  Lie  was 
born  in  Windsor,  Conn.,  in  1749.  moved  to  South 
Windsor,  and  became  a  farmer.  In  1792  he  went  to 
New  Hartford,  Litchheld  Co.,  Conn.,  where  he  died 
April  26,  1826.  He  married  Abigail  Drake,  and  they 
had  eleven  children,  all  of  whom  were  born  in  South 
Windsor  except  Xancy :  Abigail,  June  5,  1773; 
Abijah,  Jan.  26,  1775;  Orrin,  Oct.  5,  1777;  Sarah, 
Feb.  7,  1779;  Triphenia,  Feb.  13,  1781 ;  Almira, 
July  30,  1783;  Allyn,  Oct.  23,  1787;  Lucretia,  Alay 
20,  178S;  Perriclese  or  Perry,  April  23,  1791 ; 
Anna,  not  known;  Nancy,  Oct.  4,  1793. 

Perriclese  (or  Perry)  Moore,  our  subject's  fa- 
ther, was  born  April  23,  1791,  in  South  Windsor, 
and  died  Feb.  12,  1S85,  in  New  Hartford,  Conn. 
For  some  years  he  followed  farming  in  his  native 
town,  but  in  1837  he  removed  to  New  Britain  and 
engaged  in  business  as  a  butcher,  being  one  of  the 
first  in  that  city,  then  a  small  village.  He  con- 
tinued thus  until  1861,  meeting  with  good  success, 
and  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  substantial  citizens 
of  the  town.  For  many  years  he  was  a  member  of 
the  South  Congregational  Church.  He  did  not  take 
an  active  part  in  local  movements  of  any  kind,  but 
his  patriotism  w-as  shown  by  service  in  the  army 
during  the  war  of  1812,  as  a  substitute  for  his 
brother  Allyn.  He  married  Lovisa  Seymour,  who 
was  born  May  23,  1794,  daughter  of  Chauncey  and 
Isabel  (Sedgwick)  Seymour,  of  New  Hartford,  and 
died  in  New  Britain  April  5,  1872.  They  had  nine 
children:  Eliza,  born  July  25,  1816,  married 
Charles  N.  Stanley,  and  died  Aug.  22,  185 1  ;  James 
P.,  born  Jan.  24,  1819,  married  Lucy  Eliza  Clark; 
Fannie  L.,  l)orn  March  9,  1821,  married  Gad  Stan- 
ley, and  died  Nov.  28,  1889 ;  William  S.,  born  Nov. 
24,  1822,  died  iMarch  7,  1844;  Martha  A.,  born 
Oct.  8,  1824,  married  John  S.  Baker;  Sarah  M., 


!  IxDrn  Nov.  11,  1826.  died  Sept.  8,  1847,  ""married; 
j  Henry  W.,  born  l"cb.  25,  1S30,  married  Alice 
I  Baker,  and  died  Oct.  13,  1886;  Samuel  A.  was 
I  eighth  in  the  order  of  birth;  and  ^.lary  J.,  born 
j  F'eb.  27,  1835,  married  Andrew  Ccrbin. 

During  his  boyhood  Samuel  A.  M'.x)re  attended 
the  public  schools  of  Xew  Britain,  and  spent  two 
j  terms  at  the  old  academy  under  the  tuition  of  a 
I  Mr.  Roberts,  but  his  schooling  ended  when  he  was 
about  thirteen  years  oUl.  His  keen  and  observant 
mind  has  gathered  much  information,  however,  and 
he  has  read  extensively,  especially  upon  history 
and  similar  siibjects.  On  leaving  scliool  he  be- 
came a  clerk  in  a  grocery  located  on  the  corner  of 
South  [Main  and  Park  streets,  where  John  Boyle's 
store  now  stands.  Lie  remained  three  years  with 
G.  &  T.  Stanley  and  Stanley  &  Hall,  and  tlien  went 
to  Gloucester,  ]Mass.,  and  engaged  in  cod-fisliing 
for  a  season.  For  a  year  he  worked  in  a  lock  sliop 
for  Squire,  Parson  &  Co.,  of  l-iranford.  Conn.,  but 
having  decided  to  learn  the  carpenter's  trade,  lie 
began  an  apprenticeship  with  Baile}-  &  \\'est,  of 
N^ew  Britain.  The  firm  dissolved  partnership  be- 
fore his  term  was  completed,  and  after  working 
for  a  short  time  for  r\Ir.  Bailey  he  went  to  Hartford 
and  finished  his  apprenticeship  with  Deacon  Erastus 
Phelps.  In  1853  he  began  work  as  a  journeyman, 
spending  three  years  in  Oshkosh,  Wis.,  and  [Minne- 
apolis and  Belle  Plaine,  [Minn.  In  1858  he  returned 
to  New  Britain  and  took  charge  of  his  father's 
business  in  partnership  with  his  brother  Ilenry, 
continuing  tmlil  his  enlistment  in  the  army.  After 
the  war  closed  he  spent  some  time  in  the  South, 
and  on  his  return  to  N^ew  Britain  he  was  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  soda  and  sarsaparilla  for  three 
years.  About  this  time  he  became  interested  in  local 
improveinents,  and  his  executive  ability  and  high 
reputation  as  a  manager  of  large  bodies  of  men 
soon  brought  him  into  prominence  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  town.  In  1871  he  was  elected  warden 
of  the  borough,  and  on  its  incorporation  as  a  city 
he  may  be  said  to  have  been  the  first  mayor,  as  he 
held  over  for  a  time.  For  four  years,  from  1871 
to  1874,  he  was  first  selectman  of  tlie  town,  and 
for  two  terms,  from  [\Iarch  i,  1872,  to  March  i, 
1874,  he  was  street  commissioner  in  N^ew  Britain. 
He  was  chief  engineer  of  the  citv  fire  department 
from  1876  to  1881,  when  he  went  to  Arizona  and 
spent  a  year  in  mining  for  the  Arion  Gold  and 
Silver  [Mining  Co.  iVfter  returning  to  New  Britain 
from  Arizona  he  was  foreman  for  different  con- 
tractors for  several  years,  excavating  and  putting 
in  foundations  for  many  of  the  large  factories,  pub- 
he  buildings  and  private  residences.  In  1S87  he 
went  to  Asbury  Park,  N.  J.,  to  build  the  first 
electric  railroad  there.  For  several  years  he  lias 
been  foreman  on  the  public  works  in  New  Britain. 
He  is  a  member  of  Stanley  Post,  No.  11,  G.  A.  R. ; 
the  Army  and  Navy  Club ;  the  Society  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac;  Putnam  Phalanx;  Harmony 
Lodge,  No.  20,  F,  &  A..  [M.;  Doric  Council,  No. 
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24,  R.  &  S.  M.;  Giddings  Chapter,  Xo.  ^5.  R.  A. 
M.;  and  W'asliiiig'ton  Ciminiamlcry,  Xo.  i.  K.  T., 
of  Hartford,  Conn.,  which  lie  joined  in.  18O7:  lic  is 
also  an  honorary  member  ol  tlic  O.  U.  A.  M. 

In  1S67  Col.  iNloore  married  ^liss  Jennie  King 
Pcmber,  and  they  have  one  dangluer,  Miss  Roberta 
E.,  an  accomplished  yonng  lady,  and  a  successful 
teacher.  INlrs.  }vIoore  is  a  member  of  an  old  Con- 
necticut family,  and  !ier  father,  Elisha  Pember,  was 
a  well-known  resident  of  \'ernon.  Conn.  Her 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Persis  Strong 
King,  was  a  daughter  of  Lemuel  and  Jane  (Bron- 
son)  King,  of  \'ernon,  Comi.  Lemuel  King  was 
born  Sept.  20,  1765,  in  Bolton,  Conn.,  and  al- 
though but  a  boy  when  the  Revolutionary  war  be- 
gan became  a  soldier  in  a  Connecticut  regiment 
at  the  age  of  fifteen,  taking  part  in  the  battle  of 
Horse  Xeck,  near  Greenwich,  Conn..  Dec.  10,  1780. 
An  attack  was  made  upon  the  post  by  a  Tory  party 
of  light-horse,  at  which  time  Corpl.  King  received 
seven  sabre  wounds  and  was  left  for  dead  on  the 
field.  Dr.  Asa  Hamilton,  of  Somers,  Conn.,  was 
sent  to  attend  his  w-ounds.  For  these  wounds,  which 
left  him  a  cripple,  he  received  a  pension  from  the 
Federal  Government.  He  died  in  \'ernon,  Conn., 
Isov.  17,  1827. 

GILES  A.  SISSON,  a  retired  agriculturist  re- 
siding at  Canton  Center,  is  one  of  the  best-known 
citizens  of  his  town,  and  for  many  years  has  been 
a  leader  in  the  local  Democratic  organization. 

jMr.  Sisson  was  born  in  Simsbury  Center  X'ov. 
5,  1832,  and  comes  of  good  pioneer  ancestry,  the 
family  having  been  identified  with  the  towns  of  Can- 
ton and  Simsbury  from  an  early  date.  The  Sissons 
are  of  Scottish  and  French  descent,  and  all  bearing 
the  name  in  this  section  are  descended  from  three 
brothers  who  came  to  America  during  the  Colonial 
period,  settling  in  Rhode  Island.  Xathan  Sisson, 
our  subject's  great-grandfather,  served  in  the  French 
and  Indian  wars,  and  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

Nathan  Sisson  (2),  the  .grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  also  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  army. 
He  was  born  in  Vermont,  and  made  his  permanent 
home  in  Enfield,  this  county,  where  he  engaged  in 
business  as  a  builder  and  joiner.  He  was  liberal 
in  religion,  and  politically  was  a  strong  Democrat. 
In  Vermont  he  was  married  to  Abigail  Biglow,  of 
Montpelier,  Washington  county,  wdio  died  in  En- 
field, and  eleven  children  were  born  to  them :  Har- 
riet (who  married  a  }vlr.  Johnson),  Addi  Biglow, 
Jason,  Charles,  Lymjan,  Gardner,  Sophia,  Sabrina, 
Sophrona  (wdio  died  in  childhood),  Xathan,  and 
Elbridgc  (who  was  lost  at  sea). 

Addi  Biglow  Sisson,  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  in  1805  at  Wilbraham,  Mass.,  and  came  to 
this  county  during  cliildhood.  He  learned  the  dis- 
tiller's trade,  and  about  1840  settled  at  Bushy  Hill, 
in  the  town  of  Simsbury,  where  he  carried  on  gen- 
eral farming  in  connection  with  distilling.  He  died 
in  1873,  and  was  buried  in  Bushy  Hill  cemetery. 


j  He  was  an  active  worker  in  the  Dcmociatic  parts', 
!  and  served  in  varuus  oftices.  including  tluwe  of 
I  assessor  and  selectman.  Like  all  of  his  family, 
j  he  was  liberal  in  his  religious  views,  but  his  esti- 
i  mable  wife  was  a  member  of  the  2\Iethodist  Church, 
j  He  was  married,  at  Somers,  Tolland  Co.,  CiiUn., 
i  to  Hulda  Hall,  who  was  born  there,  a  daughter 
j  of  Joseph  Hall,  a  well-known  citizen  of  that  comity, 
j  She  died  at  l^ushy  Hill  about  1S88.  They  had  four 
I  children :  Horton  B.,  a  resident  of  Bushy  Flill ; 
I  Giles  A.,  our  subject;  Miss  Sarah  J. ;  and  Hulda 
Etta,  widow  of  Rollin  liigley. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  part  in  the  district 
school  at  Bushy  Hill,  in  part  in  the  Connecticut 
Literary  Institute,  at  Suffield,  and  for  several  win- 
ters was  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  Bushy  Hill 
District  and  at  the  East  Hill  District  of  Canton. 
He  remained  at  home  until  twenty-two  years  old, 
when  he  went  to  Canton  to  engage  in  mercantile 
business,  and  a  year  later  he  bought  his  present 
farm,  known  as  the  Warren  C.  Humphrey  farm, 
a  tract  of  eighty  acres,  to  which  he  has  added  120 
acres,  making  a  fine  estate.  He  has  made  all  the 
improvements  on  the  place,  building  a  fine  dwell- 
ing house,  barns  and  other  structures,  and  in  ad- 
dition to  general  farming  he  is  interested  in  to- 
bacco growing,  dairying  and  the  manufacture  of 
lumber.  In  i86g  Mr.  Sisson  was  elected  selectman 
for  a  term  of  five  years,  and  in  1896  he  was  again 
elected,  and  held  the  office  for  two  years.  He  has 
been  a  member  of  the  board  of  relief,  justice  of  the 
peace,  assessor  and  member  of  the  school  board, 
his  duties  in  every  office  being  discharged  ably 
and  faithfully.  He  is  a  member  of  \'illage  Lodge, 
Xo.  29,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Collinsville,  and  also  be- 
longs to  the  Grange.  He  is  not  a  member  of  any 
church,  but  his  family  attend  the  Congregational 
Church  at  Canton  Center. 

On  July  3,  i855_,  Sisson  married  ^liss  Caro- 
line Higley,  daughter  of  Pomeroy  Higley,  and  four 
children  have  blessed  the  union :  El!a  J.  married 
Edwin  Lamphier,  of  Winsted,  Conn.  Addie  mar- 
ried Ralph  E.  Alford.  now  of  Winsted.  Frank  died 
in  childhood.  Arthur  G.  has  traveled  extensively 
in  the  West,  and  is  now  at  home,  where  he  is  en- 
eacred  in  lumber  manufacturing.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  ^.lasonic  Fraternity.  On  Jan.  15,  uS<)4,  he 
married  Emma  B.  Barbour,  daughter  of  Henry  }vl. 
Barbour,  but  she  died  Aug.  19,  1896. 

The  Higley  family  is  among  the  oldest  in  the 
county,  and  its  members  have  ever  been  itoted  for 
good  citizenship.  John  Higley,  an  ancestor  of  'Mrs. 
Sisson,  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  Windsor, 
and  later  became  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Simsbury, 
locating  near  Tariffville"  which  was  then  called 
Higleytown,  in  his  honor.  He  was  prominent  in 
public  aft'airs,  and  in  1698  was  chosen  the  first 
militia  captain,  a  high  oft'ice  in  those  days.  He 
also  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  and  judge  of 
the  county  courts,  and  in  1698  he  was  a  member  of 
the  General  Assembly.    In  167 1  he  married  Han- 
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nail  Drake,  daughter  of  John  and  Hannah  (Moore") 
Drake,  and  L;randdaugliter  of  Deaeon  John  and 
Hannah  Moore.  They  had  six  children:  John, 
born  in  1(^73;  Jonathan,  h>>rn  in  i'>75;  Hannali, 
born  in  1677;  Rebecca,  Iwrn  in  167c):  Bicwsier.  born 
in  1C81  ;  and  Hannali,  who  married  Joseph  Trum- 
bull in  1704,  and  was  the  mother  of  dov.  Jonathan 
Trumbull,  of  Connecticut. 

Brewster  Higley.  born  in  16S1,  in  Simsbury, 
was  a  land  owner,  and  followed  farming.  He  was 
married,  in  170S,  to  Esther  Holconih,  a  daughter 
of  Nathaniel  Holcomb.  and  granddaughter  of 
Thomas  Holcomb,  a  pioneer  settler.  Eight  children 
were  born  to  them:  Brewster,  171 1  ;  Joseph,  1713; 
David,  1715;  Hannah,  1717  (married  to  Elijah 
Owen)  ;  Hester,  1719  (married  to  Capt.  Josiah 
Case);  John,  1721;  Elizabeth,  1723  (who  married 
Rev.  Gideon  2^Iills,  a  minister  of  \\'est  Simsbury)  ; 
and  Xaomi,  1725  (married  to  Solomon  Humphrey). 

John  Higley,  born  in  1721,  resided  in  West 
Simsbury  (now  Canton),  where  he  engaged  in 
farming,  and  he  died  there  in  May,  1802.  He 
married  Apphia  Humphrey,  daughter  of  Jonathan 
Humphrey,  and  great-granddaughter  of  IMichael 
Humphrey,  the  first  of  the  name  in  this  country. 
Their  children  were  John ;  Carmi,  who  married 
Hester  Case,  wfdow  of  Thomas  Case,  and  daugh- 
ter of  Capt.  Josiah  Case,  a  soldier  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary army,  who  died  in  prison  in  Xew  York, 
having  been  captured  by  the  British;  Obed ;  Isaac; 
Eber ;  Roger ;  and  Job. 

Obed  Higley,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Sisson,  was 
born  in  1757,  in  what  is  now  Canton,  and  was 
quite  a  prominent  man  in  his  day.  He  settled  on 
the  farm  of  Col.  Talcott,  and  became  the  owner 
of  a  large  section  of  land,  upon  which  he  made 
many  improvements.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary war,  and  in  politics  was  a  Democrat. 
He  died  in  1841,  aged  eighty-four  years,  and  his 
wife,  Rebecca  (Mills),  who  was  born  in  1766, 
died  in  1827,  both  being  buried  in  the  Canton  cem- 
etery. They  had  ten  children :  Sally,  born  Sept. 
30,  1788,  married  Allen  Case,  and  died  in  1815; 
Thede,  born  April  19,  1790,  married  Benjamin 
GofT,  and  died  in  1853;  Obed,  born  Jan.  5,  1791, 
married  Mary  Dickinson  ;  Alson,  born  Feb.  20,  1793, 
married  Christian  Robbins ;  Luther,  born  Xov.  9, 
1794,  married  (first)  Electa  Woodford,  (second) 
Flora  Bidwell;  and  (third)  Sarah  F.  Bidwell ;  Cor- 
rel,  born  Feb.  12,  1796,  married  Nancy  Phelps; 
Pomeroy,  born  Nov.  10,  1798,  was  the  father  of 
Mrs.  Sisson;  Amelia,  born  Oct.  7,  1801,  married 
Austin  N.  Humphrey;  Almenia,  born  April  i, 
1805,  married  Leonard  S.  Sweet ;  and  Emeline,  born 
Nov.  4,  1808,  married  (first)  Luke  Fuller,  and 
(second)  Z.  Kempton. 

Pomeroy  Higley  was  engaged  in  farming  in 
Canton,  where  lie  died  in  1869.  He  married  Eunice 
D.  Humphrey,  and  they  had  nine  children :  Pom- 
eroy, who  married  Minerva  Shepard;  Warren,  a 
resident  of  Canton,  married  to  Caroline  ^kliller; 


Clarissa,  who  married  (first)  John  Robertson,  and 
(second)  Isaac  Alcott;  Eunice  (deceased),  who 
married  Sherman  Wilcox;  Mary,  who  died  in  child- 
h(  od  :  Martha,  married  to  Edward  Wilcox;  Caro- 
line; Howard,  who  married  Maryette  Case;  and 
Susan,  who  married  Edmund  Hough. 

ELIJAH  CHURCH,  who  is  practically  living 
a  retired  life  in  Berlin,  is  a  native  of  Connecticut, 
born  in  Barkhaiiisted,  Litchfield  county,  Feb.  22. 
1830.  and  is  of  English  descent.  His  grandfather, 
Samuel  Church,  was  a  resident  of  Barkhaiiisted, 
whither  he  removed  from  Haddam  when  quite 
young,  and  where  he  owned  and  operated  over  one 
humlred  acres  of  land.  He  died  when  our  subject 
was  about  twenty-four  years  of  age,  and  was  buried 
in  Canton,  where  the  remains  of  his  wife  were  also 
interred. 

Joseph  Church,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Barkhamsted  in  June,  1800,  and  died  there  in 
August,  1849.  He  owned  a  farm,  consisting  of 
one  hundred  acres  of  rocky  land,  but  being  a  hard- 
working man  he  managed  to  support  his  family.  In 
1820  he  married  ]Miss  Hannah  Baker,  who  was  born 
in  New  Hartford  in  1800,  and  died  in  1888.  being 
laid  to  rest  beside  her  husband  in  the  Barkhamsted 
cemetery.  He  was  quite  a  politician,  a  stanch  sup- 
porter of  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  attended  the 
Episcopal  Church.  Of  his  family  of  six  children, 
only  our  subject  and  Rollin,  a  resident  of  Winsted, 
Conn.,  are  now  living. 

The  boyhood  of  Elijah  Church  was  passed  upon 
the  home  farm  in  Barkhamsted,  and  his  primary 
education,  acquired  in  the  schools  of  that  town,  was 
supplemented  by  a  course  in  the  schools  of  Canton. 
After  laying  aside  his  text-books  he  started  to 
burnish  spoons,  knives  and  forks  for  the  firm  of 
Hall  &  Elton,  in  Wallingford.  and  was  one  of  the 
first  to  learn  the  burnishing  business.  After  five 
or  six  years  spent  with  tli.at  company  he  went  to 
Bristol,  where  he  worked  for  the  Hall  Spoon  Co. 
for  about  three  years,  and  then  went  to  New  York 
City,  and  there  for  two  years  worked  for  various 
concerns  in  the  same  line  of  business.  The  follow- 
ing three  years  he  passed  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  in  the 
employ  of  the  Rathbone-Smith  Co.,  in  their  ''Hol- 
low Ware  Department,"  and  for  a  short  time  he 
was  in  Bostoji,  working  along  the  same  line.  Com- 
ing to  Flartford,  he  was  in  the  employ  of  William 
Rogers  &  Co.  for  about  three  years,  and  later  was 
with  Smith  &  Co.,  in  New  Plaven,  for  two  years. 
Subsequently  he  spent  a  short  time  in  New  York, 
and  from  there  went  to  Elizabcthport,  N.  J.,  where 
he  remained  six  months.  While  there  the  Civil  war 
broke  out,  and,  as  the  product  of  the  factory  was 
sold  principally  in  the  South,  the  plant  shut  down. 
Tslr.  Church  then  turned  his  attention  to  tobacco 
raising  in  Canton,  Conn.,  and  also  dealt  in  that 
commodity  until  1880.  For  the  following  nine 
years  he  engaged  in  general  farming  in  Canton, 
where  he  owned  150  acres  of  land.    He  also  had 
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at  tliis  time  (jviitc  an  estate  in  Barkliainstcd,  owning 
two  large  farms  there,  and  yet  another  vahialile 
farm  in  the  county  seat  of  Illinois,  situated  twenty- 
five  miles  west  of  Chicago.  In  1889  he  canie  to 
Kensington,  where  he  purchased  the  Xev.lon  Hart  ! 
farm,  of  fourteen  acres,  on  the  Kensington  road. 
L;pon  this  place  he  has  since  made  manv  itnprove- 
ments  which  add  greatly  to  the  value  and  attractive 
appearance  of  the  proi)erty,  including  a  large  and 
commodious  residence,  adjoining  his  own  home,  for 
his  onlv  child,  Ada,  who  was  married,  Oct.  2J, 
1897,  to  Frederick  Billian,  w  ho  holds  a  responsible 
position  in  1'.  &  F.  Corbin's  box  department,  Xcw 
Britain. 

On  Oct.  24,  1S77.  Mr.  Church  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  A.  W.  Baker,  of  W'hca- 
ton.  111.,  who  was  born  Feb.  4,  1841.  a  daughter  of 
Prof.  Freeborn  Garreltson  and  Louise  r>aker.  In 
the  summer  of  18S1  Prof.  Broker  and  wife  came 
East,  thinking  to  spend  their  vacation  with  their 
daughter,  but  he  was  taken  sick  and  in  nine  days 
died,hi5  remains  being  interred  in  Bakersville,Conn. ; 
the  mother  now  makes  her  home  with  her  son,  ^^'il- 
bur  Freeborn  Baker,  in  East  Orange,  X.  J.  Prof. 
Baker  was  musical  director  in  W'heaton  College. 
Pil.,  for  twenty-three  years,  teaching  both  instru- 
mental and  vocal  music.  His  daughter,  ^Irs. 
Church,  is  also  a  talented  musician,  her  specialty 
being  the  piano,  and  for  ten  years  she  taught  in- 
strumental music  in  ^^"heaton  College  under  her 
father.  She  still  follows  that  line  of  work  to  some 
extent  in  Berlin. 

'  Mr.  Church  in  his  early  manhood  was  identified 
with  the  Democratic  partv,  but  is  opposed  to  the 
free  coinage  of  silver,  for  which  and  other  reasons 
he  left  that  party  and  identified  himself  with  Re- 
publicans. From  1893  until  1S97  he  served  as  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  of  Berlin  in  a  most  acceptable 
manner,  but  has  never  taken  a  very  prominent  part 
in  political  affairs.  He  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Church  of  X'ew  Britain,  and  wdiile 
residents  of  Canton  they  took  a  very  active .  and 
prominent  part  in  church  work.  They  have  a  pleas- 
ant home  in  Berlin,  where,  surroimded  by  a  large 
circle  of  friends  and  accjuaintances  who  esteem  them 
highly  for  their  sterling  worth,  they  expect  to  spend 
their  remaining  days  in  ease  and  quiet. 

JOSEPH  L.  BARTLETT.  Xo  better  tribute 
perhaps  can  be  paid  to  American  citizenship  than  to 
speak  of  its  intelligence  and  education,  for  in  a 
self-governed  society  no  qualities  are  more  essen- 
tial. The  subject  of  this  sketch  h.as  warmly 
espoused  the  cause  of  public  education,  is  deeply 
interested  in  the  schools,  and  has  especially  equipped 
his  own  children  with  the  education  that  broadens 
and  uplifts,  and  many  of  the  latter,  imbibing  the  I 
principles  of  their  parents,  became  public  teachers. 
Mr.  Bartlett  has  been  prominent  not  f)nly  in  ai; 
educational  way.  As  a  jxiblic-spirited  citizen  he  is 
honored  and  respected.    The  possessor  of  unswerv- 


ing principles  in  matters  of  conscience,  the  exem- 
plar of  industry,  integrity  and  thrift,  the  recipient 
of  various  public  recognitions  of  his  ability  and  hon- 
esty, he  has  carved  his  name  u]>on  ihe  landmarks  of 
!  hibti  ry  in  the  coiiimunitv  in  w  hich  he  lives  as  one 
most  worthy  of  esteem. 

The  Bartlett  family  in  England  descended  from 
Adam  P.artelot,  a  Xorman,  who  in  1066  accompa- 
nied William  the  Concpieror  from  France  to  Eng- 
land. The  family  in  America  was  founded  by 
Robert  Barlktt,  who  in  K132  voyaged  from  Eng- 
land to  the  Massachusetts  Colonv  in  the  ship 
"Lyon,"  which  after  a  passage  of  twelve  weeks 
hrnded  122  passengers  on  Sept.  16  of  that  year  at 
Boston  harbor.  Robert  Bartlett  located  at  Cam- 
bridge, and  in  1639  migrated  with  the  Hooker  band 
to  Hartford,  Conn.  There  he  was  elected  the  first 
selectman  of  the  village,  and  in  the  division  of 
land  in  that  vear  was  granted  eight  acres,  residinjr 
west  of  the  present  Lafayette  street.  He  was  made 
a  freeman  April  10,  1645.  In  1655  he  removed 
with  twenty  oth.ers  to  a  tract  of  land  in-  X^orthamp- 
ton,  Mass.,  which  they  bought  from  the  Indians, 
but  he  owned  land  at  Hartford  as  late  as  1664.  He 
was  first  selectman  at  X'orthampton.  He  was 
killed  by  the  Indians  during  King  Philip's  war, 
March  14,  1676.  His  widows  Anna,  died  July  3, 
1676.  Their  four  children  were:  Samuel,  born 
in  Cambridge  in  1639;  Xathaniel,  who  died  unmar- 
ried ;  Abigail,  who  married  John  Stebbins,  of  North- 
ampton, !Mass. ;  and  Deborah,  born  ^larch  8,  1G46. 

Samuel  Bartlett,  son  of  Robert  Bartlett,  was 
born  in  Cambridge  in  1639,  and  while  an  infant  re- 
moved with  his  parents  to  Hartford,  and  thence  to 
X'orthampton,  !NIass.,  where  he  farmed  and  oper- 
ated a  gristmll  in  the  southern  part  of  that  city,  re- 
siding on  Bartlett  street,  more  recentlv  named  Pleas- 
ant street:  He  was  first  selectman  of  X'orthamp- 
ton, and  one  of  its  prominent  citizens.  He  died  in 
17 12,  and  was  buried  in  Xorthampton  county.  In 
1672  he  married,  in  X'orthampton,  ^lary,  daughter 
of  James  Bridgman.  She  died  in  1674,  leaving  no 
children,  and  for  h.is  second  wife  Samuel  Bartlett 
married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Joseph  Baldwin,  wdio 
bore  him  children  as  follows:  Samuel,  in  1677; 
Sarah,  1679;  IMindwell,  1681  ;  Joseph,  1683;  Eb- 
enezer,  16S5 ;  Elizabeth,  1687;  Preserved,  1689; 
William,  1693;  David,  1695;  Benjamin,  1696. 

Samuel  Bartlett,  the  eldest  of  these  children, 
born  in  1677,  removed  in  1723,  with  his  wife  Sarah 
and  family,  as  an  original  proprietor  of  Bolton,  Tol- 
land Co.,  Conn.  Two  years  later  he  and  his  wife 
joined  by  letter  from  the  X'ortliampton  ChtU'ch  the 
Baptist  Church  at  Bolton.  Samuel  died  in  1746. 
His  children  were  as  follows :  Samuel,  born  in 
1714;  Jonathan,  born  in  1716;  Eleanor,  born  in 
I  1719,  died  in  1795  at  Bolton;  Eunice,  born  in  1720, 
died  Feb.  7,  1725  (she  was  the  first  white  person 
buried  in  the  Xorth  Bolton  cemetery). 

Capt.  Jonathan  Bartlett,  born  in  Xorthampton 
Aug.  II,  1716,  removed  with  I'.is  parents  to  Bolton, 
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aiul  when  a  young  man  removed  to  East  W  indsor, 
Hartford  county.  He  married  Jan.  26,  1743.  Han- 
nah, widow  of  John  Bissell,  who  had  been  for  some 
years  his  employer,  and  who  died  in  1737.  She 
was  a  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Abigail  i^Kclsey) 
Watson,  of  East  Windsor.  Capt.  Jonathan  Bart- 
lett  was  commissioned  ensign  of  the  train  band  of 
East  Windsor  by  the  Connecticut  Assembly  in  1752; 
heutenant  of  the  6th  Company  in  1761  ;  and  subse- 
quently captain.  He  died  in  1799.  aged  eighty- 
three  years,  and  was  buried  at  East  Windsor.  The 
four  children  of  Jonathan  and  Hannah  Bartlett  were 
as  follows:  Samuel,  born  Jan.  13,  1744;  Hannah, 
born  Nov.  8,  1746,  married  (,hrst)  Roswell 
Blodgett,  and  (second)  Job  Belknap;  Eunice,  born 
Ivlay  18.  1749,  married  Daniel  Cliapin ;  xVnn,  born 
March  ID,  1750.  married  Caleb  Booth. 

Samuel  Bartlett,  born  Jan.  13,  1744,  at  East 
Windsor,  married  Ann  Crane,  of  that  town,  Sept. 
14,  1767.  He  was  a  farmer,  and  died  at  East 
Windsor,  Xov.  29,  1S25,  aged  eighty-one  years.  His 
wife,  born  March  12,  1749,  died  Alarch  17,  1831. 
Samuel  was  quite  a  mathematician  and  an  inventor, 
receiving  patents  for  drain  tile  and  screen  for 
screening  rye.  During  the  Revolution  he  trans- 
ported beef  from  Boston  to  the  American  troops 
along  the  Hudson  at  Albany,  and  while  so  engaged 
had  his  legs  broken  by  a  sled  loaded  with  meat.  His 
children  were  as  follows:  Jonathan,  born  July  25, 
1769;  Abigail,  born  June  25,  1772,  who  married 
Joshua  Allen,  of  East  Windsor ;  Samuel,  born  Sept. 
6,  1779;  Anna,  who  married  James  Harper,  of  En- 
field, and  died  in  July,  1830;  Sarah,  who  married 
Capt.  Clark  Foster,  of  Ellington. 

Jonathan  Bartlett,  born  July  25,  1769,  at  East 
Windsor,  married  ^Margaret  Harper,  of  East  Wind- 
sor. She  died  Jan.  i,  1840.  He  commanded  the 
1st  Regiment  of  Connecticut  Cavalry  (militia),  and 
held  many  civil  offices  in  town  and  county.  After 
the  death  of  his  wife  Col.  Bartlett  removed  to 
Simsbury,  in  1846,  with  his  son  Joseph  S.,  where 
he  died  April  2,  1858,  and  was  buried  at  East  Wind- 
sor. The  children  born  to  Jonathan  and  Margaret 
Bartlett  were  as  follows:  ^largaret  (Peggy), 
born  Nov.  4,  1791,  married  Thomas  Potwine,  and 
died  ^Nlarch  2,  1875  !  James  Harper,  born  April  22, 
1794,  died  Nov.  15,  1871  ;  Jonathan,  born  r^Iay  17, 
1796,  died  ]March  i,  1836;  Joseph,  born  June  14, 
1798,  died  Oct.  8;  1802;  Fannie,  born  June  23, 
1801,  died  Sept.  30,  1802;  Joseph  Samuel,  born 
April  10,  1804,  died  Feb.  23,  1896:  Charles,  born 
April  I,  1808,  died  Sept.  23,  1891  ;  Ralph  Edward, 
born  March  21,  181 1,  died  Oct.  11,  1837;  Elisha, 
born  Jan.  9,  1816,  died  Feb.  9,  1816. 

Joseph  Samuel  Bartlett,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  April  10,  1804,  at  East  Windsor, 
where  he  attended  school  and  grew  to  manhood. 
He  was  engaged  in  farming  all  his  life,  and  re- 
moved with  his  family,  in  1846,  to  Simsbury,  where 
he  spent  the  balance  of  his  life  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. He  commanded  the  25th  Regiment,  Conncct- 


I  icut  Militia,  and  hefd  many  civil  oftkes  of  import- 
I  ance  both  at  East  Windsor  and  Simsbury.  In  poli- 
I  tics  he  was  a  life-long  Democrat.  In  Simsbury 
'  lie  bought  a  tract  of  160  acres  of  land  owned  by 
Judge  J.  O.  I'helps,  and  there  engaged  in  tobacco 
j  culture  and  general  farming.  He  was  selectman  in 
i  East  Windsor  and  in  Simsbury,  also  justice  of  the 
1  peace  at  both  places,  in  Simsbury  for  over  25  years. 
1  Un  Nov.  13,  1833,  he  married  Emeline  Strong,  born 
;  at  East  \\'indsor  June  10,  1S13,  a  daughter  of  Ira 
\  Strong,  of  East  Windsor.  The  children  born  to 
Joseph  Samuel  and  Emeline  Bartlett  were  as  fol- 
1  lows:  (i)  Joseph  Loomis,  born\March  11,  1835, 
1  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  (2)  Lucinda  Crane, 
;  born  April  19,  1837,  married  Albert  Day,  of  Brook- 
;  lyn,  and  has  three  children — Albert  Putnam,  born 
i  Feb.  2,  1S60,  and  married  to  Helen  Maria  Palmer ; 
I  Clara  Bartlett,  born  July  24,  1S66;  and  Samuel 
I  Charles,  born  Sept.  18,  1868,  who  died  jNIarch  31, 
I  1896.  (3)  Emeline  Strong,  born  June  6,  1843,  niar- 
I  ried  James  FI.  Sanford,  of  Simsbury,  and  to  them 
I  were  born  three  children — Jennie  Emeline,  born 
;  Dec.  17,  1864,  died  Jan.  10,  1866;  Charles  Bartlett, 
j  born  Sept.  30,  1867 ;  and  Joseph  Harper,  born  ^^lay 
j  I,  1870,  died  Jan.  29,  1898.  Emeline  Strong  San- 
I  ford  died  Feb.  2,  1881.  The  father  of  our  subject 
was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  The 
'  mother  was  a  good  Christian  woman,  and  a  loving 
;  mother-  and  wife.  'Sir.  Bartlett  was  well  known 
for  his  honor  and  honesty.  He  was  active  in  poli- 
tics, was  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  principles  of 
:  Jefferson  and  Jackson,  and  was  faithful  in  every 
j  relation  in  life.  The  mother  passed  away  Oct.  13, 
i  1S85,  the  father  surviving  until  Feb.  23,  1896. 
i  Joseph  L.  Bartlett,  our  subject,  was  born  at  East 
Windsor,  ]\Iarch  11,  1835.  He  was  educated  in  the 
1  district  and  high  schools  of  Simsbury,  also  attended 
I-  the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute,  and  Wilbraham 
i  Academy,  at  Wilbraham,  ]\Iass.  During  his  youth 
i  and  early  manhood  he  struggled  for  a  livelihood,  but 
j  his  intellectual  equipment  fitted  him  for  teaching, 
j  and  in  that  vocation  he  engaged  for  several  years 
]  during  the  winter  months,  both  at  East  Granby 
I  and  at  Bloomfield,  receiving  $22  per  month  and  his 
!  board.  During  the  summer  months  he  remained  at 
{  home  until  he  was  about  twenty-four  years  of  age. 
I  .In  1858  Mr.  Bartlett  was  married  to  Miss  Ellen 
I  ]Maria  Weston,  daughter  of  Lorin  and  Lucy  (Case) 
j  Weston,  born  at  Simsbury,  Sept.  4,  1837.  Her  father, 
[  a  well-known  citizen  of  Simsbury,  was  a  native  of 
'  Bloomfield,  in  politics  was  a  Whig,  and  died  at 
.  Hartford,  July  10,  1857.  Her  mother  was  a  sister 
of  Job  Case,  of  Simsbury  a  member  of  the  }^Iethod- 
ist  Episcopal  Church,  and  a  good  Christian  woman ; 
she  died  in  Kansas,  Oct.  26,  1870.  Prior  to  her 
I  marriage  the  wife  of  our  subject  had  taught  school 
j  for  three  years.  She  was  educated  in  the  district 
j  and  high  schools  of  Simsbury,  at  the  ^vlilford  high 
I  school,  and  at  Wilbraham  Academy,  has  had  the 
j  same  high  educational  and  intellectual  aims  as  her 
husband, and  in  the  nearly  half-century  of  their  mar- 
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ricd  life  has  most  fittingly  presided  at  his  home, 
and  assisted  in  winning  the  battle  of  life. 

Tiiev  began  housekeei)ing  for  themselves  on  the 
P.  E.  \\'eslon  farm  of  fifty-four  acres,  in  Terrys 
Plains  District,  wiiich  our  subject  at  the  age  of 
twenty- four  years  purch.ased.  Since  then  he  has 
added  Light v-one  acres  to  tliat  nucleus,  and  now 
cultivates  a  well-improved  farm  of  135  acres,  upon 
which  he  has  expencled  in  improvements  over  $S,ooo. 
He  has  engaged  in  dairy  and  general  farming  and 
ill  tobacco  growing,  having  for  over  twenty  years 
been  an  extensive  dealer  and  packer  of  tobacco, 
and  also  operates'  a  cider  mill  for  the  manufacture 
of  vinegar. 

To  our  subject  and  wife  have  been  born  ten 
children:  (i)  Ellen  .Marie,  born  Oct.  30,  185S, 
was  educated  in  the  district  schools,  also  in  the 
Connecticut  Literary  Institute  at  Suflield,  and  taught 
school  for  one  \  ear ;  on  Sept.  4,  187S,  she  married 
Amos  G.  Ch.esebro,  of  Stonington,  Conn.  (2) 
Joseph  L.,  Jr.,  born  Feb.  8,  i860,  in  his  youth  was 
given  an  education  in  the  district  schools  and  the 
Connecticut  Literary  Institute,  at  Suffield ;  on 
INIarch  13,  1S90,  he  married  2\Iarv  J.  Crotts,  of 
Partridge,  Kans. ;  he  is  now  engaged  in  the  whole- 
sale fish  business  in  New  York  (3)  ^Nlary  Jane, 
born  June  13.  1862,  received  a  good  education  in  the 
Idistrict  schools,  also  in  the  Connecticut  Literary 
Institute,  and  taught  school  for  four  years ;  she  mar- 
ried, May  17,  1S83.  Samuel  Z.  Chesebro,  of  Ston- 
ington, Conn.  (4)  Emeline  Strong,  born  ]\Iarch 
II,  1865,  attended  the  public  schools  of  Simsbury, 
also  the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute,  and  for 
seven  years  was  engaged  in  teaching  school ;  she 
is  now  a  trained  nurse  in  Brooklyn.  (5)  Isabelle, 
born  Dec.  19,  x866,  received  a  thorough  education 
in  the  same  institutions  attended  by  her  elder  sis- 
ters, and  for  five  years  was  an  efficient  teacher  in 
the  public  schools;  she  was  married  Feb.  17,  1891, 
to  George  F.  White,  of  Canton,  Conn.  (6)  John, 
born  Nov.  10,  1868,  after  leaving  the  district  schools 
became  a  student  in  the  Connecticut  Literary  In- 
stitute; he  married,  April  6,  1892,  Leticia  Strong,  of 
East  Hartford,  Conn. ;  he  has  embarked  in  bus.ness 
at  Hartford,  as  proprietor  of  a  fish  and  meat  market. 
(7)  Harriet  Louise,  born  Jan.  17,  1871,  died  July  i, 
1889,  -when  about  to  graduate  from  the  Connecticut 
Literary  Institute.  (8)  Emerson,  born  !March  3, 
1873,  died  in  infancy.  (9)  Francis  Ariel,  born  Jan. 
6,  1875,  is  a  graduate  of  Storr's  College,  and  by  pro- 
fession is  a  bookkeeper,  being  now  in  New  York. 
(10)  George  Weston,  born  Jan.  27,  1878,  was  acci- 
dentally crushed  and  killed  by  a  roller,  Oct.  31,  1888. 

In  politics  !Mr  Bartlett  is  a  stanch  Democrat,  a 
strenuous  advocate  and  supporter  of  the  principles  ( 
made  memorable  by  the  utterances  of  Jefferson  and 
Jackson.  He  has  filled  the  office  of  selectman  of 
Simsbury,  for  six  years  served  as  deputy  sheriff 
imder  Sheriff  Seymour,  has  been  judge  of  pro- 
bate for  three  terms,  and  has  served  his  town  as 
justice  of  the  peace  and  as  school  visitor.    In  relig- 


ious views  he  is  liberal  and  charitable,  though  un- 
Ihnchingly  faitliful  to  principle.  His  character  is 
I  so  eminentl}-  clear  ami  forceful,  his  career  so  guided 
I  by  truth  and  honesty,  his  intelligence  so  masterful, 
that  from  all  parties  and  all  classes  of  men  he  re- 
ceives the  highest  respect  and  esteem. 

G.  A.  LOOM  IS.  The  Loomis  family,  of  which 
this  successful  yoimg  agricidturist  of  the  town  of 
\\  indsL>r  is  a  worthy  rei^rcsentative,  has  long  been 
prominent  in  this  sectiuii,  ancl  the  name  has  be- 
come a  synonym  f(^r  industry,  thrift  and  loval  devo- 
tion to  the  best  interests  of  the  comnumitv.  Our 
subject  is  one  of  the  ninth  generation  in  direct  de- 
scent from  (I)  Joseph  Loomis,  an  Englishman, 
who  was  born  about  1590,  and  for  some  years  be- 
fore coming  to  America  was  in  business  as  a 
woolen  draper  in  Braintree,  County  of  Essex,  Eng- 
land. In  1639  he  came  to  \\'indsor,  being  among 
the  first  settlers  of  the  town,  and  his  death  occurred 
there  in  1658. 

(II)  Deacon  John  Loomis,  the  fomlh  child  and 
second  son  of  loseoh,  was  born  in  England,  in 
1622,  and  was  admitted  Oct.  11,  1640,  to  member- 
ship in  the  church  at  Windsor,  where  he  made  his 
permanent  home,  his  death  occurring  there  Sept. 
I,  1688.  He  married  Elizabeth  Scott,  of  Hartford,- 
daughter  of  Thomas  Scott. 

(III)  Sergeant  Daniel  Loomis,  the  next  in  the 
line  of  descent,  was  born  June  16,  1657,  and  died 
June  25,  1740.  He  was  married  (first)  to  ]\Iary 
Ellsworth,  daughter  of  Josiah  Ellsworth,  and  (sec- 
ond) to  Hannah  Drake,  a  widow. 

(R  )  Benjamin  Loomis,  through  whom  the  line 
of  descent  is  traced,  was  born  Feb.  7,  1699,  and 
died  Jan.  2,  1763.  On  Dec.  9,  1725,  he  married 
Joanna  Alford,  and  they  had  the  following  children: 
Joanna,  who  married  Gideon  Loomis;  Benjamin, 
v;ho  died  in  infancy;  Tabitha;  Benjamin,  Jr.,  who 
married  (first)  Elizabeth  Barber,  and  (second) 
Lydia  Drake;  Rachel;  and  Serajah. 

(V)  Serajah  Loomis  was  born  Dec.  4,  1740, 
and  died  in  1811.  He  married  Sibyl  (Loomis), 
and  had  sons  as  follows :  Xider,  Ira,  .Vsher  and 
Horace. 

(VI)  Ira  Loomis,  cur  subject's  great-grand- 
father, was  born  Feb.  13,  1770,  and  died  Jan.  9, 
1842.  On  March  5,  1798,  he  married  Rosamond 
Warner,  of  Scotland,  Conn.,  who  died  Sept.  18, 
1S49..  They  had  four  children:  Gurdon.  born  Feb. 
14,  1799,  married  Miriam  Warner;  Ira  is  mentioned 
below;  Wealthy  P.,  born  Jan.  29,  1806,  died  Aug. 
29,  1S26;  and  Ruth  R.,  born  Ajiril  19.  18 15,  mar- 
ried Xoah  Griswold,  of  Bloomfield,  Connecticut. 

(\TI)  Ira  Loomis,  Jr.,  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  May  2,  1802.  He  taught  school  in 
early  manhood,  later  becoming  a  farmer  and  brick- 
maker,  his  industry  and  sound  business  methods 
enabling  him  to  acquire  a  good  old  age;  he  died 
in  Septem!)er,  1S91,  much  respected  by  his  fellow 
citizens.    On  Feb.  12,  1834,  he  married  Eliza  Shel- 
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don,  of  Sutlicltl,  who  survived  liiin  onlv  ten  nioiuli^.. 
TIkv  had  llirco  children:  Xcuton  S..  a  farmer, 
wlio  resiiled  in  W  indsor  throughout  liis  life,  with 
tlic  e\eei"ition  vi  a  few  years  ni  liloonitield  :  Ld- 
nunul  W  .,  our  suhjeel's  father:  and  Marv  A.,  now 
Mrs.  Ira  GeHldard.  ut  llrooklyn.  Xew  York. 

r-dnunul  W.  L«)oun<.  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  Mav  13,  i^>37.  at  our  subject  s  pres- 
ent homestead,  and  was  eductucl  in  the  academies 
at  W  indsor  antl  Suftielil.  As  a  bov  he  became  fa- 
miliar with  the  details  of  farming  and  lirick-mak- 
ing,  and  for  many  years  he  was  engaged  in  the 
niar.ufacture  of  cigars  in  SulVield  and  Windsor. 
After  his  marriage  Ite  made  his  home  upon  a  tract  of 
ten  acres  of  land,  which  he  had  purchased  :  but  as 
his  father's  health  declined  it  was  thought  best  for 
liim  to  remove  to  the  home.-tead.  where  he  resided 
from  1872  until  his  death,  the  farm  1)eing  under 
his  sole  charge  for  seven  }ears.  In  politics  he  was 
a  Republican,  but  he  never  sought  office,  and  be- 
yond casting  his  vote  regularlv  was  not  active  in 
partisim  work.  He  was  of  average  heiglit  and 
spare  in  build.  He  died  in  the  prime  of  life,  Sept. 
23.  1882.  On  Feb.  iS,  1863,  he  was  married,  in 
^\'indsor,  to  Miss  Susan  A.  Camp,  who  survives 
him,  and  of  their  four  children  three  are  still  liv- 
ing. E.  Howard,  born  March  16.  1S64.  was  drowned 
June  23,  1883,  having  been  taken  with  cramps  while 
bathing  at  the  month  of  Farmington  river.  George 
Artlnir,  our  subject,  was  the  second  in  order  of 
birth.  ]\Iiss  Susie  H.,  born  Feb.  14,  1S7T,  and 
Harry  S.,  born  March  14,  1S76,  reside  in  A\'iiulsor. 

!^Irs.  Susan  Loomis,  who  still  resides  at  the 
homestead,  is  a  devout  member  of  the  ^lethodist 
Church  at  Windsor,  and  is  greatly  respected  for 
her  womanlv  qualities.  She  was  born  June  i.  1841, 
in  \\'indsor  village,  where  she  grew  to  womanhood, 
her  education  being  gained  in  the  district  and  high 
schools  of  that  town.  Her  father,  Char'es  Cam.]-), 
was  born  in  Hartford,  a  son  of  Stephen  Camp  and 
his  wife  (a  Miss  We1)ster),  and  for  many  years 
followed  the  blacksmith's  trade  in  Windsor.  In 
politics  he  affiliated  with  th.e  Democratic  party,  but 
did  not  aspire  to  office.  Phvsicallv  he  was  short 
and  compactly  built,  but  was  not  as  robust  as  he 
seemed,  and  his  death  occurred  in  the  thirty-fifth 
year  of  his  age.  His  wife,  Hannah  (Loo.misi,  a 
daughter  of  George  and  Hannah  (Wilson)  Loomis, 
died  Dec.  10.  1893.  in  lier  eip-htieth  yea-.  Thev 
had  six  children:  Delia  L.,  who  married  Austin 
Ranney,  and  died  .iii  Hartford:  C.  Henrv,  a  book- 
binder, at  Hartford  :  Susan  .-V.,  our  subject's  mother  : 
George  W.,  who  died  when  nine  vears  old  ;  James 
W..  a  cigarmaker :  and  Julia  A.,  w  ife  of  Silas  Chay)- 
man.  Jr.,  of  Hartford. 

(IX)  G.  A.  Loomis  was  born  July  13,  1^67. 
near  the  present  homestead,  wliere  he  has  resided 
since  the  age  of  three  and  one-half  vears.  For  some 
time  he  attended  the  school  in  Stonv  Hill  District 
of  Windsor,  his  aimt.  Miss  Marv  .\.  Looinis,  being 
his  first  teacher,  and  later  he  studied  under  Prof. 


!  W.  1.  Twitchel.  at  Windsor  .\cademy.    When  ho 
!  was  about  thirteen  years  old  his  father  had  a  [Kira- 
'  lytic  strike,  and  as  the  older  son,  E.  Howard,  was. 
\  (.irowned  when  on]\-  nineteen  \ears  old.  om"  subject 
I  liecame  the  mainstav  nf  tlie  famil\-,  wliile  a  mere 
[  boy.    He  met  the  responsibilities  of  the  situation 
with  a  courageous  s]:>irit,  and  his  success  in  manag- 
ing the  estate  reflects  great  credit  upon  him,  in- 
ilicating  muisnal  ability.    Tol)acco  culture  is  a  spe- 
cialty with  him.    His  methods  are  intelligent  and 
I  systematic,  and,  although  his  maimers  are  idaiti  and 
I  unassunn'ng.  he  might  well  take  ])ride  in  the  high 
reputation  which  he  has  won  among  the  business 
men  of  W  indsor.  He  has  always  been  a  Republican, 
but  does  not  crave  official  honors,  and  as  a  good 
citizen  he  is  interested  in  all  that  pertains  to  the 
welfare  of  his  '^^'■■wn.    ( )n  Dec.        i8<}4,  he  married 
Miss  Harriet  E.  I-dllev,  daughter  of  William  H. 
and  Julia  A.  (Auckland)  FiUey.  a  sketch  of  vchom 
is  given  elsewhere.    George  F.,  the  onlv  cliild  of 
th.is  unijii,  born  July  28,  1898,  was  a  premature 
birth,  but  his  life  was  saved  by  the  most  careful 
and  skillful  nursing.     Mrs.  Loomis  is  a  native  of 
I  Windsor,  where  her  familv  is  well  known,  and  is 
1  noted  for  her  accomplishments    and    social  gifts, 
while  as  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church 
she  is  active  in  religious  and  philanthropic  move- 
ments. 

JOHX  W.  CARLET(  )X,  chief  engineer  cf  the 
fire  department  of  Xew  Britain,  has  frequently  been 
called  to  positions  of  responsibility,  and  in  the  work 
of  organizing  the  fire  department  of  that  city  lu  -  ■  - 
probably  done  as  much  as  any  other  one  man.  The 
fine  record  of  the  department  in  controlling  fires 
speaks  well  for  the  efficiency  of  its  management. 
He  is  also  superintendent  of  the  Union  IManufactur- 
!  ing  Co.,  of  that  city. 

i  The  Carleton  familv  is  of  good  old  Massachusetts 
j  stock,  and  our  subject's  grandfather.  Dean  Carleton,  ■ 
j  was  for  manv  vears  a  prominent  resident  of  Ando- 
i  ver.  that  State.  He  married  a  INIiss  Ingalls.  and 
!  they  had  two  children :  Elizabeth  (  Mrs.  Birchmore, 
I  of  IJoston)-:  and  John  D..  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject. '  - 

John  D.  Carleton  was  born  in  Andover.  ?klass., 
and  was  educated  there,  afterward  becoming  a  music 
teacher.  He  followed  the  profession  successfully, 
and  for  a  time  was  emploved  as  a  clerk  in  the 
■"Um'ted  States  Hotel."  Xew  York  City,  but  he  died 
in  1844.  in  eariv  manhood,  before  he  had  fullv  man- 
ifested his  abilities.  He  married  Miss  Hannah 
Clement,  who  survived  him  manv  years,  her  death 
occiu'ring  Dec.  29.  i8i:)S.  in  her  eitrhty-tliird  year. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  Clement,  a  well- 
knov/n  contractor  and  builder  of  Anrlover.  Ma^s., 
and  later  of  Xashua.  X.  Y..  whose  last  vears  were 
s'^cnt  in  retirement  ui)on  a  farm  near  Greenfield,  ■ 
Mass.  His  wife  was  a  Mis'^  Clement,  and  thev 
had  the  followini;-  chihlre!!  :  Hannah,  our  subject's 
mother:  George  C.  formerly  a  carpenter,  but  n^w  a 
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farmer  at  Pctcrhoro  :  llcnjamin  a  carpenter  and 
contractor;  .Mob.e5  C.  a  carpenter,  now  deceased; 
Antlrew  Jackson,  a  succe>>tnl  farmer;  Harriet,  who 
married  Cicorye  Laiiipliell  ;  Klizahetii.  wln'  married 
George  W'liitmore;  Catherine,  wlio  married  l\eul»eu 
Lauton,  and  -Marv,  who  married  Hiiiley  L-ivejiiy. 

L)ur  snbject  was  h.irn  June  17.  184J,  at  the  ohl 
home  in  Andover,  Mass.,  where  he  attended  pulihc 
and  private  school  during  boyhood,  receiving  a  good 
practical  education.  Aljout  the  age  of  eighteen  he 
loft  school  and  entered  upon  an  apiirenticcship  to 
the  machinist  trade  at  .Manchester.  X.  H.  At  the 
end  of  his  term  of  three  years  he  became  a  ■"journey- 
man," being  emijloyed  at  his  trade  in  lioston,  Law- 
rence. Lowell,  Worcester  and  Hartford,  but  he  fin- 
allv.  in  1S70,  located  in  Xew  Britain,  where  he  en- 
tered the  employ  of  the  L'nion  ^lanufacturing  Co., 
of  which  Warren  Tuck  was  then  at  the  head.  His 
skill  and  faithfulness  were  soon  recognized,  and  he 
Avas  promoted  to  the  position  of  foreman,  which  he 
held  for  many  years,  and  since  1894  he  has  been 
superintendent,  with  about  300  men  under  his  direc- 
tion in  all  departments  of  the  factory.  His  interest 
in  local  affairs  has  been  manifested  in  many  wavs, 
and  for  four  years  he  served  on  the  board  of  fire 
commissioners,  being  the  first  chairman  of  that  body. 
He  was  an  active  member  of  the  fire  department, 
and  in  iSSS  was  elected  to  his  present  post  of  chief 
engineer.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican,  and  he 
served  as  councilman  from  the  Second  ward  of  Xew 
Britain  for  two  years  (iSSo-Si).  and  as  alderman  in 
1S82-S3.  lie  and  his  family  are  much  esteemed 
socially,  and  he  belongs  to  Harmonv  Lodge,  Xo. 
20,  F.  (S:  A.  M.,  in  which  he  has  served  as  master 
several  times. 

Mr.  Carleton  married  (  first")  ?^liss  Emma  'Slor- 
lev,  of  Cilastonbury,  Conn.,  by  wdiom  he  had  one  son, 
John  Jr.,  and  his  present  wife  was  formerly 
INIiss  Julia  Roberts,  oi  Xew  P.ritain.  John  W.  Carle- 
ton,  jr..  wdio,  resides  in  PTartford,  married  Miss 
i^label  Puffington,  and  has  one  daughter,  Elizabeth. 

HEXRY  :^L\XFRED  DO^^'D  is  of  the  seventh 
|;;-eneration  in  direct  lineal  descent  from  Henry 
Dowd.  the  American  progenitor  of  the  family,  wdio 
canie  to  this  countrv  from  England  in  1639  ^ 
member  of  ,  a  colonv  under  the  leadership  of  Rev. 
Henrv  ^\'hitfield.  Whether  this  Henry  Dowd  orig- 
inallv  came  from  Surrey  or  Kent  is  somewhat  uncer- 
tain, although  it  appears  probable  that  his  English 
liome  was  in  Guilford,  in  the  countv  of  Surrey,  sev- 
enteen miles  soutlnvest  of  London.  Mr.  W  bitfield 
and  his  followers  settled  at  Guilford,  Conn.,  and 
l\Ir.  Dowdi  established  himself  on  land  Iving  about 
one-quarter  mile  northeast  of  what  is  now  the  Green. 
The  site  of  his  dwelling  was  not  far  from  tlie  house 
■now  occupied  bv  William  Dowd.  one  of  liis  descend- 
ants. The  town  and  parish  records  contain  but 
little  concerning  him.  X'o  mention  of  his  wife's 
maiden  name  is  found,  from  which  the  inference  is 
drawn  tliat  he  had  been  married  before  leaving  Eng- 


I  land.  It  appears,  however,  that  her  baptismal  name 
j  was  Elizalieth,  and  tliat  he  was  the  fatlicr  of  eight 
I  children,  lie  ilied  in  i(^)S.  although  the  place  of  liis 
;  ileath  and  bm-ial  is  unknown.  His  widow  died  in 
:  1713- 

!       Henry  Dowd"s  eldest  son,  Thomas,  the  next  in 
'  th.e  descending  line  of  primogeniture  of  llenrvM. 
j  Dowd,  is  believed  to  have  been  born  before  his  par- 
I  ents  left  England,  as  no  record  of  his  birth  can  be 
j  found  in  Guilford,  although,  un  ilie  other  hand,  the 
j  records  of  an  early  settlement  are  neces^arilv  imper- 
!  feet.    He  married  Ruth  Johnson,  probablv  in  lujS 
I  or  "79,  and  both  died  in  171 3.    He  earlv  removed 
1  to  the  eastern  part  of  Guilford,  locating  on  the 
i  thoroughfare  afterward  known  as  Liljcrty  street. 
His  first  house  was  probably  a  log  cabin,  the  umler- 
pinning  of  which  has  been  found  on  a  little  knoll 
directly  in  the  rear  and  to  the  north  of  wdiat  is  now 
known  as  the  Dowd  house.    He  prol)aliIy  vacated 
this  cabin  for  a  better  house,  which  he  built  between 
the  Dowd  and  the  Timothy  Dowd  houses,  directly  to 
the  east  of  his  original  site.    Xot  much  is  known  of 
I  his  characteristics,  but  that  he  was  an  earnest  sup- 
porter of  the  cause  of  religion  in  a  new  and  sparsely 
settled  territory  is  evidenced  by  the  recorded  fact 
that  his  name  appears  as  one  of  the  signers  of  a 
petition  addressed  to  the  Guilford  Society  praying 
that  East  Guilford  might  be  set  ofl:  as  a  Society  by 
itself  "for  greater  convenience  in  attending  public 
worship."  Pie  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  five 
children.    His  son  Thomas   (2),  the  great-great- 
!  great-grandfather  of  Plenry  Manfred,  was  born  in 
I  1684.    He  lived  and  died  in  the  old  homestead  on 
Liberty  street,  passing  away  in  171 1.    He  married 
Silence  Evarts,  wdio  bore  him  three  children.  Of 
(  these  this  narrative  is  more  esjiecially  interested  in 
j  Ebenezer,  the  great-great-grandfather  of  the  gentle- 
i  nian  who  is  its  subject.    He  was  born  in  1707.  and 
i  attained  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-two  years,  dying 
in  1789.    His  wife,  ^larv  Dowd.  was  twenty  years 
'  his  junior,  having  been  liorn  in  1727,  survived  him 
j  until  1807.    X'o  stone  has  been  found  to  designate 
I  his  grave,  although  he  was  a  large  land  owner  and 
'  pronunent  citizen.    Plis  home.  too.  was  on  Liberty 
I  street,  in  that  part  of  ^ladison  known  as  Hammon- 
I  assett.    Plis  real-estate  holdings  were  in  the  form 
I  of  a  belt,  reaching  from  a  point  near  the  eastern 
I  end  of  Boston  street  nearlv  to  the  Hammonassett 
'  river.    Pie  had  but  three  children,  aiul  he  wished  to 
\  divide  his  estate  between  his  two  sons.  Ebenezer  and 
i  Timothy.    He  cared  little  for  the  formality  of  a 
"last  will  and  testament,"  and  so  one  day,  accom- 
panied bv  his  boys,  on  horseback,  he  rode  to  the 
point  from  wdiich  he  proposed  to  commence  the  di- 
vision.   He  himself  drove  the  stakes  which  fixed  a 
north  and  south  line  of  demarcation.    Then,  turn- 
ing to  one,  he  said,  "the  land  this  side  is  yours." 
and  to  the  other,  "on  the  other  side  of  the  line  the 
])roperty  is  yours."  Such  was  his  utterly  anomalous 
mode  of  conveying  real  propertv  by  gift  or  df)na- 
tion,  vet  the  brothers  never  questioned  the  equity  of 
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the  division,  and  t'.^e  proi)erly  thus  irre,i;uh\rly  ap- 
lK)rtioncd  ainon<^  s^ranlces  without  tlccd,  has  re- 
mained lontjcr  in  the  same  family  than  any  otlier 
realty  in  Madi^on. 

Ebenezcr  D'>\vd(^2),  one  of  the  h.elrs,  was  Henry 
M.  Dowd's  great-grandfatlKr.  He  was  born  in 
1744,  and  in  17O5  was  n:arried  to  Tamson  Wilcox, 
who  was  born  in  1747.  In  tlie  division  of  the  prop- 
erty above  described  Ebenezer's  portion  inchided  the 
homestead  in  Hammonas^ett,  and  there  he  and  liis 
wife  reared  their  family  of  eiL^ht  boys,  of  whom 
Capt.  Timothy  I'ield  is  reported  to  h.ave  said  that 
"their  equal  was  not  be  found  in  Madison."  Eben- 
ezer  Dowd  served  for  many  years  as  an  officer  in 
the  army  of  the  Revolution.  Exposure  while  in 
military  service  brought  on  rheumatism,  which  inca- 
pacitated him  for  active  work  for  several  years  be- 
fore his  demise,  in  1805,  fifteen  years  before  his 
wife.  Luther  Dowd,  his  son,  and  the  grandfather 
of  Henry  was  born  in  1771.  In  1793  he  mar- 
ried iSIina,  daughter  of  Timothy  Field,  and  sister  of 
Rev.  Dr.  David  D.  Field,  of  saintly  memory.  She 
was  his  junior  bv  two  ytars,  having  been  born  in 
•1773.  Her  mother  was  a  daughter  of  Deacon 
David  Dudley,  a  scion  of  a  noble  house.  The  lat- 
ter's  wife  was  the  daughter  of  ]\Irs.  Peter  Tall- 
man,  who  traced  her  maternal  line  upward  through 
Mrs.  Andrew  IMerriam,  Mrs.  Lieut.  Gov.  Jones,  to 
Gov.  Jones  himself.  Xot  long  after  his  marriage 
Luther  Dowd  removed  to  Saybrook.  He  succeeded 
there  so  well  financially  that  he  returned  to  his  old 
home  and  purchased  of  his  father-in-law^  the  old 
Field  place,  situated  in  the  Wood's  school  district 
of  Madison.  There  he  made  his  home  and  there  he 
reared  his  family  of  eleven  children,  all  of  whom  at- 
tained years  of  maturity,  married,  and  had  families 
of  their  own.  While  not  yet  far  past  the  prime  of 
life,  Luther  Dowd  was  attacked  with  typhoid  fever 
which  resulted  in  his  death  in  1820.  His  widow 
w-as  left  with  a  young  family,  and  the  care  of  the 
homestead.  She  was,  however,  a  woman  of  sound 
sense,  excellent  judgment  and  unwavering  courage. 
Her  eldest  son,  Wyllys  Wedworth,  the  father  of 
Henry  !NL  Dowd,  proved  a  wise  counsellor  and  trust- 
worthy coadjutor. 

W^yllys  Wedworth  Dow"d  deserves  a  more  ex- 
tended mention  than  it  is  possible  to  make  of  him 
in  the  necessarily  restricted  limits  of  the  present 
memoir.  Fie  was  born  in  1794,  and  after  a  well- 
spent  life  of  eighty-three  years  entered  into  rest  in 
1877.  As  a  youth  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  shoe- 
maker, and  when  he  received  his  allotment  of  the 
paternal  acres  (which  consisted  of  one-half  the 
house,  with  some  acres  adjoining)  he  put  up  a  shop 
and  began  work  at  his  chosen  calling.  In  1819  he 
married  Rebecca  Graves,  and  a  better,  truer  help- 
meet in  prosperity  and  adversity,  in  sunshine  and  in 
storm,  he  could  not  have  found.  She  came  of  the 
"true  blue"  Puritan  stock,  one  of  her  ancestors,  John 
Graves,  having  rernoved  from  Guilford  to  Hartford 
in  the  earliest  davs  of  that  settlement  where  he  was 
33 


a  deacon  in  the  church,  and  from  that  day  to  this 
j  no  generation  of  the  family  has  been  without  one 
1  or  more  representatives  in  the  deaconate.  Her 
I  mother,  Hannah  Crane,  was  a  direct  lineal  descend- 
ant from  the  Lord  Chamberlain  of  James  II  of 
Euglaiul.  In  the  simple,  familiar  parlance  of  the 
early  days  her  husband  and  herself  were  commonly 
called  W  yllys  and  Reuecca,  but  they  were  known 
I  far  and  wide  for  th.ose  virtues  dear  to  the  New  Eng- 
I  land  heart — temperance,  industry, thrift. patience  and 
piety.  Having  enjoyed  but  limited  educational  ad- 
vantages themselves,  they  were  all  the  more  anxious 
to  promote  education  among  the  generations  which 
sh.ould  follow  them,  and  as  God  blessed  them  with 
abundance  they  were  all  the  more  ready  to  aid  the 
less  fortunate.  Such  lives  as  theirs  could  scarcely  fail 
to  exerta  hallowing  if  not  a  sanctifyingand  vivifying 
influence  upon  the  communityamong  which  they  were 
spent.  Wyllys  Dowd  prospered  in  business,  adding, 
in  1S32,  a  tannery  to  his  shoe  business,  and  carrying 
on  a  fairly  good  trade  as  a  manufacturer  of  leather, 
a  large  portion  of  his  trade  being  with  the  South. 
In  that  }'ear  he  moved  his  place  of  business  to  the 
"cross  roads,"  near  the  school  house,  and  two  years 
later  erected  a  conmiodious  dwelling  on  the  land  ad- 
jacent, and  opened  a  large  country  store.  Well- 
constructed  farm  buildings  followed  in  due  course, 
and  the  general  outlook  grew  brigliter  until  the  panic 
of  1837  settled  down  upon  the  country  like  a  pall. 
In  vain  did  ^Ir.  Dowd  struggle  against  the  inevita- 
ble with  all  the  courage,  grit  and  determination  of 
generations  of  hard-headed,  hard-fisted  Puritan  an- 
cestors. In  vain  did  he  summon  to  his  aid  the  man- 
ual and  mental  assistance  of  wife  and  children. 
There  could  be  but  one  end,  and  it  came  all  too 
soon.  After  repeated  unsuccessful  eft'orts  to  retrieve 
his  shattered  fortime,  he  finally  gave  up  the  unequal 
contest,  and  in  1846  accepted  the  position  of  post- 
master at  East  Berlin.  This  oftice  he  held  until 
his  death.  All  through  his  life  he  was  af'ilicted 
with  deafness,  an  infirmity  which  always  sadly  inter- 
fered with  his  business,  social  and  official  relations. 

;Mr.  Dowd's  home  was  thoroughly  permeated 
with  those  principles  and  practices  of  vital  religion 
which  have  leavened  the  entire  life  of  Xew  England. 
From  the  family  altar  the  incense  of  prayer  ascended 
daily,  and  on  Sundays  the  entire  family  might  be 
seen  at  both  morning  and  afternoon  services  in  the 
plain  country  church,  while  the  younger  members 
received  instruction  in  the  Sunday-school  during  the 
intermission  at  noon.  In  the  conduct  of  the  house- 
hold, in  the  care  of  her  children,  and  in  the  example 
afl'orded  by  her  daily  life  }vlrs.  Wyllys  Dowd  was  a 
v,-oman  among  ten  thousand.  Self-sacrifice  was 
the  rule  of  her  life,  she  being  always  the  first  to  as- 
sume a  burden,  and  the  last  to  lay  it  down.  Her 
energy  was  indomitable,  and  her  Christian  faith 
shone  brightest  v.'hcn  the  hour  of  trial  was  darkest. 
Her  duties  as  a  wife  and  mother  were  performed 
with  a  fidelity  which  sprang-  from  tender  love,  il- 
hnnined  and  sanctified  bv  a  deep  religious  sense. 
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To  her  children  the  prayers  and  example  of  sucli  a 
mother  arc  a  benediction.  Slie  passed  to  her  re- 
ward in  1873. 

W'yllxs  \\'ed\vortli  Dowd  antl  his  wife  were 
blessed  with  a  family  of  four  sons  and  four  dan:^di- 
ters,  tlie  sexes  altvrnatini:^  in  the  order  of  liinh.  The 
first-lnirn,  John  Lutlier,  was  born  in  1821.  and  m 
1846  married  Mr.ry  Coc ;  ten  years  after  her  death, 
which  occurred  in  1S56,  he  took,  as  a  second  w"ife, 
Mrs.  Henrietta  Houston)  Lovelanil.  Tamson 
Eliza,  the  second  child  and  eldest  daughter,  married, 
in  1845,  Henry  Galpin,  a  sketch  of  wh(,)se  life 
appears  elsewhere;  she  was  born  in  1823,  and  died 
in  1846.  Charles  P^erdinand,  born  in  1825.  married 
Harriet  M.  North  in  1S52.  Jane  Rebecca  was  born 
in  1827,  and  is  now  the  widow  of  William  L.  Heald, 
whom  she  married  in  1845  and  who  died  in  1S69. 
Wyllys  Wedworth,  Jr.,  was  born  in  1829,  and  twice 
married,  his  tirst  wife,  to  whom  ne  was  united  in 
1854,  being-  Augusta  A.  North;  she  died  in  1S66, 
and  two  years  afterward  he  led  to  the  altar  Lucv  A. 
Atkins.  Harriet  Ann  was  born  in  1S31,  and  died  in 
1865 ;  she  was  the  second  wife  of  Henry  !M.  Galpin, 
the  husband  of  her  eldest  sister,  Tamson  Eliza. 
Henry  Manfred,  the  youngest  son  and  seventh 
child,  whose  name  appears  in  the  opening  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  May  17,  1835.  Nancy  Amelia,  the 
youngest  of  the  family,  was  born  in  1838;  she  w^as 
never  married. 

Henry  IManfred  Dowd  was  born  in  Madison, 
and  received  his  early  educational  training  in  the 
common  schools  of  that  town,  later  graduating  from 
a  private  academy  and  a  public  school  at  Berlin. 
On  leaving  school,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  became 
a  clerk  for  Galen  &  Dowd,  of  Saybrook,  the  junior 
member  of  which  firm  was  a  cousin  of  his  father. 
After  two  and  a  half  years  spent  in  this  employ 
he  W"ent  to  Baltimore,  ^Id.  There  he  took  a  posi- 
tion as  teacher  in  the  preparatory  department  and 
general  bookkeeper  in  Newton  University.  He 
filled  this  responsible  post  for  five  years,  with  that 
intelligence  and  fidelity  which  he  has  brought  to 
bear  on  all  the  duties  of  life.  From  Baltimore  he 
went  to  North  Granville,  N.  Y.,  where  for  seven 
years  he  was  a  partner  with  his  brother,  Charles 
F.  in  the  North  Granville  young  ladies  seminary 
Being  offered  the  post  of  general  business  manager 
of  Temple  Grove  Seminary,  at  Saratoga,  N.  Y.,  he 
severed  his  connection  with  the  Granville  Seminary, 
and  remained  at  Saratoga  for  another  seven  years, 
when  his  father's  failing  health  admonished  him  of 
his  duty  as  a  son.  Resigning  his  position,  he  re- 
turned to  Berlin,  carefully  tending  and  caring  for 
his  father,  and  assisting  him  in  his  duties  as  post- 
master, until  he  passed  away.  After  his  father's 
death  ]Mr.  Dowd  was  tendered  and  accepted  the 
position  of  general  passenger  and  freight  agent  of 
the  N.  Y.  &  N.  H.  Railway  Co.  at  East  Berlin. 
The  responsibilities  attaching  thereto  have  steadily 
increased,  the  present  daily  receipts  exceeding  those 
for  a  month  when  Mr.  Dowd  first  took  charge  of 


the  station.  In  the  conduct  of  his  responsible  duties 
Ik-  is  aided  by  his  son,  Henry  Walter,  who  has  been 
his  a.-sistant  f(;r  ten  years. 

Lhi  Aug.  21,  iS5(\  -Mr.  Dowd  married  Miss 
.Susan  .Vnielia  J'enfiL-ld,  who  was  boin  un  the  well- 
kuMwn  I'eiifield  place,  in  East  lierlin,  Sept.  5,  1S35. 
Her  parents,  Titus  and  Julia  (North)  Penfield,  are 
both  dead,  and  :  est  in  the  Wilcox  cemetery.  Her 
father  cultivated  a  small  farm,  and  was  bv  trade 
a  wheelwright  At  times  he  worked  as  a  turner  of 
wagon  spokes  in  the  shops,  but  his  si)ecialty  was  the 
construction  and  sale  of  spinning  wheels.  To  Ilenry 
M.  Dowd  and  wife  have  been  born  two  children: 
Henry  Walter  and  Julia  Eliza ;  the  datighter,  born 
May  21,  1861,  died  Jan.  9,  1S68,  in  her  seventh 
year. 

Henry  Walter  Dowd  was  born  July  6,  1859. 
has  been  an  experienced  and  successful  hotel  clerk, 
having  been  connected  with  summer  hostelries  at  the 
'J'housand  Islands  and  Long  Beach,  as  well  as 
with  the  "^ilurray  Hill"  and  "Brunswick"  hotels, 
New  York  City  On  June  24,  1895,  he  married  Miss 
Jennie  Geer,  who  was  born  in  1859,  daughter  of 
Henry  ana  Martha  (Chambers)  Geer  of  jMiddle- 
town,  and  to  their  union  has  come  one  son,  Jarvis 
Geer,  born  Sept.  25,  1896. 

Both  H.  Isl.  Dowd  and  his  son  are  Republicans, 
but  neither  is  in  any  sense  a  politician.  The  former 
united  with  the  Congregational  Church  at  Berlin, 
but  he  and  his  wife  attend  the  IM.  E.  Church  of  East 
Berlin,  of  which  Mrs.  Dowd  is  a  communicant. 

JUSTUS  WELLES  GRISWOLD  (deceased) 
was  a  prominent  citizen  and  progressive  farmer  of 
Wethersfield.  He  was  a  great-grandson  of  Ozias 
Griswold,  who  in  turn,  was  a  great-grandson  of 
^lichael,  a  pioneer  settler  of  Wethersfield  in  1645. 
The  line  of  descent  from  Michael  to  Ozias  is  fuily 
traced  in  the  biography  of  Thomas  Newton  Gris- 
wold, to  which  the  reader  is  referred. 

Justus  Griswold,  the  grandfather  of  Justus 
Welles  Griswold,  was  the  fifth  child  and  second  son 
of  Ozias,  and  passed  his  life  upon  his  farm  in  Two 
Stone,  now  Griswoldville,  where  he  died  Aug.  15, 
1S05.  He  married  Prudence  Welles,  wdio  was  born 
i  1  the  same  town  Oct.  30,  1766,  a  daughter  of  Joshua 
and  Experience  (Dickinson)  Welles,  and  grand- 
daughter of  Joseph  and  Hannah  (Robbins)  Welles. 
She  bore  her  husband  three  children :  Justus  Gris- 
wold, the  eldest  of  the  family,  and  the  father  of 
Justus  Welles,  was  a  farmer,  as  had  been  his  father 
and  grandfather.  He  was  born,  and  lived  and 
died,  in  Griswoldville,  where  he  was  universally 
known  and  honored.  He  was  a  ^^'hig  until  the  for- 
mation of  the  Republican  party,  when  he  affiliated 
with  that  organization.  He  married  Jeanette  Kirk- 
ham,  who  was  born  at  Newington,  in  which  town 
thcv  were  married,  and  three  children  were  born  to 
them,  of  whom  Justus  W'.  was  the  eldest ;  Charles 
K.  married  Martlia  Porter,  and  resides  at  Cromwell ; 
Jennette  C.  became  ^Ivs.  Simeon  Havens.  Justus 
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(Iriswold  for  his  second  wife  niv-irriod  Abig:;>il  II.  ^ 
Stoddard,  bv  wlmni  he  liad  two  ehildren  :  l-'ranees, 
who  died  in  earlv  youth,  unmarried;  and  Mary, 
wife  of  John  Holt. 

Justus  Welles  Ihiswold  was  born  Aug.  13,  1823. 
His  educational  ad\antag^es,  such  as  were  afforded 
bv  the  schools  of  W'ethcrslield,  were  t;'Ood  for  his 
(lav ;  but  his  aspiratio:is  were  for  a  more  liberal  edu- 
cation and  he  prepared  for  college,  but  owing  to  ; 
business  losses  sustained  by  his  father  he  relin-  \ 
quished  his  purpose, 'assumed  his  father's  indebted- 
ncss,  and  in  time  paid  it.     IJe  was  always  a  reader 
and  a  student,  and  his  mind  was  stored  with  a  fund 
of  valuable  information  on  a  vast  variety  of  topics. 
During  his  earher  years  lie  was  sujjerintendent  in 
a  stockinet  factory  and  in  net  weaving.    He  became 
a  partner  in  the  business,  but  in  later  years  he  began  ; 
the  life  of  a  farmer  upon  the 'old  homestead,  de-  \ 
voting    especial    attention    to    seed-growing  and 
market  gardening.    There  he  passed  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  dying  in  1S98.    He  was  industrious  and 
temperate,  a  man  who  strove  to  the  utmost  to  per- 
form his  whole  duty  in  every  relation  of  life.    He  ; 
Avas  a  public-spirited  citizen,  keenly  alive  to  the  \ 
issues  of  the  day,  and  always  foremost  in  every  pro- 
ject looking  to  the  promotion  of  the  welfare  of  : 
Wethersfield  and  its  people.    Besides  being  promi-  | 
ncnt,  he  was  popular  and  influential,  his  genial  na-  I 
tnre  winning  manv  friends,  while  his  counsel  was  ' 
sought  on  questions  of  public  importance.    He  rep-  i 
resented  the  town  in  the  Legislature,  in  the  year 
1877.    He  was  an  active  member  of  the  Wethers- 
field Grange,  and  took  a  deep  interest  in  its  work 
and  in  all  matters  that  affected  its  prosperity.  In- 
deed, with  his  enthusiastic  temperament  and  untiring 
•energy,  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  be  lukewarm 
upon  any  question  in  which  he  was  interested.  Po- 
liticalh-  he  was  a  strong  Republican,  and  in  religious 
faith  a  Congregationalist,  being  a  member  of  the  ; 
church  of  that  denomination  in  Wethersfield.  , 

Mr.  Griswold  v.-as  twice  married.    His  first  wife  \ 
was  Louisa,  a  daughter  of  Austin  Standish.of  Rocky  I 
Hill,  who  traces  back  through  Simeon,  Jeremiah,  | 
Jeremiah,  Thomas,  and  Alexander  to  Miles  Standish  \ 
— "The  Captain  of  Plymouth."    By  her  he  had  five  ! 
children,  two  sons  and  three  daughters:  Ida  L.,  the  | 
wife  of  Robert  S.  Griswold,  of  Griswoldville ;  Kate  ' 
i\I.,  now  ]Mrs.  Henry  A..  White ;  .Vlary  E.,  who  died 
when  two  years  of  age ;  Elmer  W.,  residing  in 
Waterbury;  and  Clifford  S.,  a  graduate  of  Trinity 
College,   and   now   an   instructor   in  the  Groton  | 
(Mass.)  School  for  Boys.    After  the  death  of  his 
wife,  ^Ir.  Griswold  married  Ellen  E.,  a  daughter  ■ 
of  John  Welles,  who  survives  him,  and  is  still  living 
on  the  homestead  farm.      She  is  descended  from  ■ 
Governor  Thomas  Welles,  and  her  family  is  among  \ 
the  oldest  in   New   England.      Her  great-great-  ; 
grandfather,  Joseph,  was  a  son  of  Joseph  Welles 
and  Hannah  Robbins,  his  wife.    He  was  born  at 
\\'cthersfield,  Sept.  17,  1720,  and  after  passing  his 
life  in  that  town,  died  and  was  buried  there.    He  ' 


was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  In  March,  1745,  he 
married  Mary  Robbin.s,  their  union  being  blest  with 
eight  children,  who  were  born  and  named  as  fol- 
lows: Joseph,  April  14,  1746;  Sarali,  Sept.  13, 
1747;  Seth,  Aug.  3,  1749;  EJijah,  Jan.  10,  1751; 
Samuel,  Dec.  10,  1753;  ^lary,  Feb.  4,  1755;  Elisha, 
ALirch  2,  175S;  and  Christopher,  I\iarcli  11,  1760. 
The  eldest  son  of  Josepli,  was  the  great-grandfather 
of  ]\Irs.  Griswold.  He  married  Jerusha  Hurlburt, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Hurlburt  and  Abigail  Belden. 
He  was  one  of  those  determined  patriot  farmers  o£ 
1776  who  were  content  to  leave  the  plow  in  the 
furrow  and  carry  on  the  shoulder  the  unaccustomed 
weight  of  a  musket,  if  thereby  they  might  secure  the 
independence  of  the  country  for  which  they  were 
ready  to  offer  up  their  lives.  He  served  gallantly 
until,  while  at  New  York,  ill  health  compelled  him 
to  return  home.  The  remainder  of  his  life  was 
spent  in  \\'ethersfield.  His  brother  Elijah,  a  great- 
great-uncle  of  ]\Irs.  Griswold,  was  also  a  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  and  in  this  connection  it  is  interest- 
ing to  refer  to  a  letter  from  the  latter  to  his  wife, 
written  in  the  third  month  of  the  struggle  between 
the  Colonies  and  the  Crown.  Through  Mrs.  Gris- 
wold's  courtesy,  the  publishers  are  able  to  present  a, 
copy  of  the  epistle.    It  runs  as  follows : 

New  York,  Sept.  11,  1776. 

My  Dear  Friend: 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  let  you  know  that  I  enjoy  a 
fjood  state  of  health,  and  have  ever  since  I  came  from 
home. 

I  received  your  letters  with  pleasure,  and  was  very  plad 
to  learn  that  you  are  well.  Br(~>ther  Jose[.h  has  been  sick, 
and  has  set  out  for  home  some  davs  at^o.  Brothers  Solomon 
Wolcottand  Seth  Welles,  Elisha  Wolcott  and  Samuel  Welles, 
have  been  sick,  but  have  trot  better. 

I  have  nothin;^  strange  to  write,  only  there  has  been 
heavy  liring  with  cannon  and  bombs  for  this  three  days  past 
which  has  done  but  little  damage.  W'e  expect  a  battle  this 
day,  and  have  for  some  days  1  ast,  but  God  only  knows  how 
soon  we  shall  be  called  for  action.  I  know  that  God  is  able 
to  save  all  that  put  their  trust  in  him. 

I  must  conclude  by  sending  my  best  love  to  Father, 
Mother,  Brothers  and  Sisters  and  acquaintances.  I  should 
be  glad  to  ha\'e  a  line  from  you,  who  am 

Your  well  wisher  and  loving  husband, 

Elijah  Welles. 

Simple  in  substance  and  homely  in  expression 
as  the  foregoing  lett-er  from  husband  to  wife  may- 
appear  in  the  light  of  the  civilization  (real  or  false) 
of  1900,  there  can  be  read  between  the  lines  a  spirit 
of  deep  faith  and  lofty  consecration.  The  original 
letter  is  in  the  possession  of  Herbert  Wells,  of  Weth- 
ersfield, a  great-grandson  of  the  writer,  and  is  of 
historical  value,  as  it  mentions  several  soldiers 
whose  names  may  not  appear  elsewhere,  the  muster- 
roll  of  this  company,  commanded  by  Caj>t.  Hezekiah 
Welles,  of  Wethersfield,  having  been  lost. 

Joseph  Welles,  the  son  of  Joseph  Welles,  above, 
and  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Griswold,  was  a  land 
owner  in  Wethersfield,  where  he  was  born.  Follow- 
ing the  family  traditions,  he  became  a  farmer.  He 
died  in.  the  very  prime  of  his  manhood,  through  the 
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bursting  of  a  blood  vessel,  in  1837.    He  was  a  nicin- 
ber  of  the  Cony reg-alional  Church,  and  an  Old-line 
Whig.    IJe  marned  Lucy,  a  daughter  of  Sanuiel 
Kobbins  and  Anna  Griswold;  their  children  were 
eight  in  number,  all  of  whom  are  now  deceased  ex- 
cept Albert  S. :  Joseph;  Lucy  (^.Mrs.  Stanley  Gris-  ; 
wold)  ;  Ahiry  Ann,  who  married  Joshua  Goodrich,  | 
cl  Wclherslield  ;  Jerusha,  tliC  wife  of  Thomas  Gris-  ! 
wold  ;  John,  the  lather  of  !Nirs.  Justus  Welles  Gris-  ' 
wold  ;  Samuel ;  Albert  S.,  a  resident  of  Granby  ;  and  j 
Thomas  H.,  for  many  years  a  resident  of  Hartford.  ; 
The  mother  of  this  family  died  at  Wetherstield,  j 
and  rests  in  her  last  sleep  by  her  husband's  side. 

John  Welles,  Mrs.  Griswold's  father,  was  born  , 
in  the  farmhouse  at  Welles  village  in  181 3.    He  | 
improved  his  early  opportunities  to  the  utmost,  and,  , 
despite  the  drawbacks  usually  attaching  to  farmers'  j 
sons  in  Xew  England  in  the  early  years  of  the  cen-  i 
tury,  succeeded  in  laying  the  solid  foundation  of  a  i 
practical  business  education.    He  fitted  himself  for  j 
college,  and  was  admitted  to  Yale,  but  owing  to  a  j 
failure  of  his  eyesight  he  relinquished  hiS  purpose, 
and  for  several  years  taught  most  successfully  in  the 
schools  of  r\Iiliord,  Delaware  and  at  Wethersfield.  ! 
He  finally  took  up  his  residence  at  Wethersfield,  j 
where  he  became  a  general  farmer,  as  well  as  a  stock  j 
raiser  and  seed  grower.    Toward  the  close  of  his  j 
life  he  gave  up  acti\-e  work  and  devoted  the  remain-  ! 
der  of  his  days  to  quiet  rest  in  the  home  life  which  { 
he  loved  so  well.    He  entered  into  rest  ^ilarch  30,  j 
1899,  ^vhile  at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  }»Irs.  H.  | 
A.  Yale,  of  ^Meriden.    In  politics  he  was  a  Repub-  | 
lican,  and  he  filled  for  many  years  the  office  of  j 
justice  of  the  peace,  collector,  and  acting  school  | 
visitor,  while  for  two  years  he  was  representative  j 
in  the  Legislature.    For  thirty  years  he  was  a  dea-  ! 
con  in  the  Congregational  Church,  and  it  is  no*  i 
asserting  too  much  to  say  that  he  kept  his  life  blame-  I 
less  and  !iis  soul  pure.    He  married  l\Iary  W .  Wol- 
cott,  a  young  lady  of  Wethersfield.  whose  parents 
were  EHsha  Wolcott  and  Mary  Robbins.    [For  a 
detailed  history  of  the  Wolcott  family,  reference  is 
made  to  the  biographical  sketches  of  Charles  and  ! 
Robert  Robbins  Wolcott,  which  appear  elsewhere.]  ; 
Seven  children  were  born  to  them:  Alary  C,  who 
married  Hiram  A.  Yale,  of  Aleriden;  Ellen  E.,  the 
widow  of  Justus  Welles  Griswold ;  Elisha  Wolcott ; 
and  J.  Leslie,  seed  growers  and  stock  raisers  of 
Wethersfield ;  T.  Clayton,  a  graduate  of  Yale  Uni- 
versity and  Divinity  School,  and  pastor  of  a  Con- 
gregational   Church    at   Taunton,  Mass. ;  Joseph 
Francis,  a  seed  dealer;  and  Lucy  Frances,  who  died 
in  early  youth.    Mrs.  Griswold's  mother  died  at  j 
W^cthersfield.    She  w'as  a  woman  of  kindly  impulses 
and  generous  instincts,  of  devout  religious  faith  and 
simple   Ch.ristian   life,-  sincere   in  profession  and 
broadly  charitable  in  practice. 

Mrs.  Griswold  graduated  from  the  Connecticut 
State  Normal  School  at  New  Britain,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  taught  with  marked  success,  in  the 
schools  of  Hartford  and  Wethersfield. 


OLIN'ER  DEAN  KENT,  a  prosperous,  success- 
ful and  enterprising  business  man  of  Kensington, 
was  born  on  the  old  homestead  there.  May  i<),  1835, 
a  son  of  Ira  and  Sophia  Maria  (Deanl  Kent,  who 
died  and  were  buried  at  Kensir.gton.  The  father  was 
born  April  3, 1802, in  Kensington,  one  mile  below  the 
place  where  our  subject  now  lives,  known  as  lllue 
Hills.  Throughout  life  he  followed  the  occupation 
of  a  carpenter  and  farmer.  His  parents  were  John 
and  Abigal  (Moore)  Kent,  and  his  father  was  a 
shoemaker  as  well  as  farmer. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  our  subject  were 
spent  upon  the  home  farm,  and  he  attended  the 
schools  of  Kensington  and  later  the  high  school  of 
New  J'riiain.  He  worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade 
until  thirty-four  years  of  age,  when  lie  built  for 
himself  a  liome  near  his  father's  farm,  which  com- 
prises about  100  acres  in  all,  and  purchased  other 
land  adjoining.  After  his  residence  was  destroyed 
bv  fire,  Nov.  6,  18S3,  he  returned  to  the  old  home- 
stead, and  remained  there  for  thirteen  years,  when 
he  sold  tl;e  place  and  rebuilt  his  own  home.  On  the* 
death  of  his  father  he  purchased  the  interest  of  the 
other  heirs  in  the  farm,  but  has  since  disjx)sed  of  all 
his  land  with  the  exception  of  two  acres,  on  which 
he  has  a  fine  home,  large  barn  and  good  outbuild- 
ings. He  has  abandoned  farming,  and  now  devotes 
his  attention  to  handling  real  estate,  though  he  is 
practically  living  retired,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his 
former  toil.  He  buys  lots  and  erects  thereon  res- 
idences which  he  sells,  and  in  this  way  has  done 
much  toward  the  upbuilding  and  advancement  of 
Berlin,  New  Britain  and  Kensington,  where  he  has 
built  many  houses. 

On  Jan.  1,  1868,  Mr.  Kent  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  i\Iiss  Gunilda  Jennie  Strong,  who  was 
born  in  Portland,  Conn.,  Dec.  11,  1842,  a  daughtei 
of  Adonijah  and  Julia  (Chapman)  Strong.  In 
early  life  her  father  was  engaged  in  the  stone- 
quarry  business,  but  after  his  removal  to  East  Berlin 
he  purchased  a  farm  and  turned  his  attention  to 
agricultural  pursuits  Both  he  and  his  wife  died 
and  were  buried  in  East  Berlin.  Mr.  and  Airs. 
Kent  have  two  children:  Frank  Dean,,  born  Sept. 
17,  1873,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Ken- 
sington and  New  Britain,  and  at  Alourse's  Business 
College,  Hartford,  and  is  now  the  senior  member 
of  the  firm  of  Kent  Brothers,  architects  and  builders, 
of  Hartford.  Irving  Strong,  born  Aug.  7,  1876, 
vs  as  educated  in  the  same  schools  as  his  brother,  and 
is  the  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Kent  Brothers. 
He  was  married,  Jan.  i,  1S94,  to  Aliss  Alice  Pen- 
dleton, of  Middlcfield,  Conn.,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Lillian  Louise. 

Air.  Kent  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trade  of 
Berlin,  and  of  the  Berlin  Driving  Park  Associa- 
tion, and  at  one  time  belonged  to  the  Grange.  He 
casts  his  ballot  with  the  Repulilican  party,  but  takes 
no  active  part  in  political  affairs,  although  he  served 
for  one  term  as  constable.  His  estimable  wife  is 
a  member  of  the  New  York  Home  Alissionarv  Soci- 
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cly ;  he  attends  the  Con<;roQational  Church  reiju- 
larly,  and  is  a  Hbcral  contributor  to  its  support.  He 
is  a  worthy  ropc-cntativc  of  that  class  ol  citizens 
•who  lead  quiet,  industrious,  hc'uest  and  useful  lives, 
and  constitute  the  best  portion  of  a  community. 
Wherever  known,  he  is  held  in  hiL;h  regard,  and  is 
certainly  deserving  of  honorable  mention  in  the  his- 
tory of  his  native  county. 

BEAUMONT  FA^IILY.  r^Iost  intimately  as- 
sociated with  the  growth  and  character  of  any  com- 
munity are  its  business  interests.  They  mold  the 
life  of  its  people,  give  direction  to  their  ctt'orts, 
crystallize  the  present  and  future  possibilities  of  the 
locality  into  concrete  form.  The  leading  business 
men  of  a  town  are  its  greatest  benefactors,  silently 
controlling  the  forces  that  bring  progress  and  pros'- 
perity,  and  the  measure  of  the  credit  that  is  due 
them  is  not  always  fully  appreciated.  To  write  of 
the  lives  of  these  leaders  in  material  growth  is  a 
pleasure,  for  the  intluence  of  their  careers  is  ever 
helpful  and  cheering. 

In  the  town  of  East  Hartford  the  Beaumont 
family  has  been  eminently  known  farther  into  the 
misty  past  than  extends  the  memory  of  its  oldest  in- 
habitant. It  has  been  prominent  in  all  worthy  enter- 
prises and  measures.  It  has  given  meaning  to  the 
words  integrity,  loyalty,  enterprise.  The  name  Beau- 
mont is  of  French  origin,  and  its  founder  in  America 
was  ^lakens  Bemont.  a  native  of  France,  who  when 
a  young  man  left  his  native  land  to  live  in  Eng- 
land, and  just  as  to-day  it  is  common  for  the  emi- 
grant from  Europe  to  Anglicize  in  America  his 
name,  so  }^Iakens  Beaumont  when  he  became  a  resi- 
dent of  England  abbreviated  his  patronymic  to  Be- 
mont, by  which  for  two  generations  it  was  known, 
the  original  spelling  being  revived  only  by  the  pres- 
ent generation. 

jNIakens  Bemont  was  born  in  France  in  1743. 
After  a  residence  in  England  he  came  to  the  United 
States,  either  during  or  shortly  before  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  He  was  a  saddler,  and  at  East  Hart- ' 
ford  he  followed  his  trade  in  a  building  that  stood 
in  the^rear  of  his  residence  on  Burnside  avenue, 
which  is  still  standing.  It  was  built  about  the  time 
of  the  Revolutionary  war.  He  made  saddles  for 
use  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  owned  extensive 
lands_  along  what  is  now  Burnside  avenue.  East 
Hartford,  and  was  one  of  the  substantial  men  of 
his  day.  He  accumulated  by  thrift  and  good  judg- 
ment, and  gave  many  evidences  of  that  rare  busi- 
ness ability  which  his  posterity  amplified.  In  per- 
son he  was  tall  and  spare,  and  even  appeared  frail- 
looking.  It  was  thought  in  his  younger  years  that 
consumption  was  his  d'oom,  but  he  lived  to  the 
good  old  age  of  seventy-seven  years.  He  had  a 
brother.  Elijah  Bemont,"  who  se'ttled  in  Walling- 
ford;  Conn.,  where  he  became  the  proprietor  of  a 
hotel,  and  where  his  descendants  still  live.  The 
wife  of  Makens  Bemont  was  named  Parmclia.  .She 
was  born  in  1752,  and  died  in  1S32.    To  Makens 


and  Parmclia  Bemont  were  born  seven  children, 
as  follows  :  ( 1 )  Ambrose  was  an  extensive  farmer 
at  Fast  Hartford  and  later  at  Sut+ield ;  the  latter 
years  of  his  life  were  spent  at  East  Hartford.  (2) 
Levi,  a  f.irnier,  removed  to  Ohio,  but  returned  to 
C'onnectieut,  where  he  died.  (3I  Ira  was  a  school 
teacluT  in  his  younger  >ears.  and  one  of  a  well- 
established  reinUation.  He  worked  at  his  trade  of 
harnessmaker  to  some  extent,  the  only  child  who 
engaged  in  his  father's  occupation.  He  married 
Mabel  Bulkeley,  of  Rockv  Hill,  a  member  of  a 
j/rominent  Connecticut  family,  and  died  in  East 
Hartford.  (4)  Elmira  married  Dr.  Bemis,  and 
lived  tlirough  life  in  East  Hartford.  (5)  ]\lillie 
married  a  Mr.  Holmes,  and  moved  \\'est.  (6) 
Leonard  received  a  college  education.  He  died  in 
young  manhood,  leaving  one  son,  Oliver.  (7) 
Elijah  was  the  father  of  Henry  G.  Pjcaumont. 

Elijah  Bemont  (as  he  spelled  his  name)  was 
born  at  the  old  homestead,  on  the  north  side  of 
East  Burnside  avenue.  East  Hartford,  July  1,  1791. 
He  attended  the  neighboring  schools,  and  when 
not  at  his  books  found  an  abundance  of  work  to 
do.  His  father  did  not  believe  in  rearing  a  boy  in 
idleness,  and  on  the  extensive  tract  of  land  owned 
by  the  father  there  was  always  employment  planned 
for  the  boy.  When  a  young  man  he  served  in  the 
war  of  181 2  as  member  of  a  company  of  riflemen 
from  Fast  Flartford.  Later  indife  he  was  a  pen- 
sioner for  that  service.  At  what  was  then  East 
Glastonbury,  now  Buckingham,  Nov.  i,  1814, 
Elijah  Bemont  married  IMiss  Electa  White,  who 
was  born  ^lay  31,  1794,  a  daughter  of  James  and 
Eunice  (Rowley)  \\'hite. 

James  White  was  the  descendant  of  one  of  the 
■■?\Iayflower"  forefathers.  He  was  born  Oct.  10, 
1756,  lived  at  ^Marlboro,  and  for  a  time  at  Gilead. 
He  was  an  extensive  farmer,  and  a  prominent  citi- 
zen in  his  locality.  Fie  also  engaged  extensively 
in  fruit  raising.  His  residence  and  fann  were  well 
known  to  the  stock  drovers  of  that  time,  who  usually 
stopped  there  over  night,  the  stock  finding  shelter 
and  pasture  on  the  farm.  His  wife,  Eunice  (Row- 
ley), was  born  Aug.  4.  1763.  The  children  "of 
James  and  Eunice  \\'hite  were  as  follows:  (i) 
Phila,  born  Dec.  22,  1786,  married  Jonah  Williams. 
(2)  Achsah,  born  July  16,  17SS,  married,  first,  a 
Mr.  Kenyon,  and,  second,  Norman  Anderson.  (3) 
Philenda,  born  June  15,  1789,  died  young.  (4) 
James,  born  Feb.  26,  1791.  was  a  farmer  of  }vlarl- 
boro.  (5)  Eunice,  born  June  13,  1792,  married  a 
]Mr.  Barlow.  (6)  Electa,  born  ]\fav  31,  1794,  mar- 
ried Elijah  Bemont.  (7)  Irene,  born  Feb.  19,  1796, 
niarried  Abncr  Hale.  (8)  Mary,  born  July  31,  1797, 
married  Daniel  Bidwell,  and  was  the-  mother  of 
Charles  M,  Bidwell,  of  East  Hartford.  (9)  Will- 
iam, born  March  11.  1799,  died  at  Westboro,  Mass. 
(  10)  Israel,  born  ^larch  27,  1801,  died  young.  (11) 
Clarissa  was  born  June  23,  1802.  (12)  !\Iartha, 
born  Nov.  17,  1804,  married  Anson  Bailey,  and 
removed  to  New  Fredonia,  N.  Y.,  where  she  died. 
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James  While,  the  father,  dieil  in  East  Glastonbury, 
and  was  buried  at  ^ilarlboro. 

After  his  marriage  JiHjah  Beniont  sell  led  on 
Burnside  avenue,  and  soon  became  a  man  of  large 
attairs.  riiysieallv  he  was  a  large,  well-lmilt  man, 
and  his  energy  and  indu.-~try  were  coninicnsurate 
with  bis  weight.  He  was  a  man  of  even  temjicr  and 
very  regular  habits.  He  at  one  time,  as  was  the 
custom  in  his  day,  furnished  liquor  to  his  men.  but 
in  later  years  he  ceased  that  practice.  W'h.n  start- 
ing in  business  for  himself  he  became  somewhat 
involved,  and  it  was  not  until  in  later  years,  when 
his  boys  grew  up  and  became  his  efhcient  lieu- 
tenants, that  this  indebtedness  was  wiped  out.  He 
carried  on  with  his  boys  the  business  of  getting 
out  ship  timber,  and  the  sale  of  fire  wood,  at  a 
time  when  that  was  the  general  fuel.  He  and  his 
boys  formed  a  formidable  business  combination, 
and  their  success  was  much  more  than  ordinary. 
Mr.  Bemont  at  one  time  spent  considerable  time 
each  year  at  Xew  Bedford,  ]\Iass.,  which  was  their 
market  for  ship  timber,  apples,  melons,  etc.,  products 
they  bought  and  grew,  the  boys  looking  after  the 
business  at  home.  He  was  a  man  of  the  strictest 
integrity.  In  the  timber  business  he  supplied  cer- 
tain ship  builders  for  over  forty  years. 

Elijah  Bemont  an.d  wife  celebrated  their  golden 
wedding  with  eight  children  present.  They  also 
celebrated  their  sixtieth  wedding  anniversary.  He 
lived  to  the  age  of  eighty-six  years,  and  she  to 
the  age  of  eightv-two.  She  w^as  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  both  are  buried  in  East 
Hartford.  In  politics  ^^Ir.  Bemont  was  a  Whig,  and 
later  a  Republican.  He  was  not  a  politician,  pre- 
ferring to  devote  his  energies  to  business,  but  he 
was  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  principles  of  his  party. 
He  never  joined  the  church,  yet  he  was  a  firm  be- 
liever in  cluirches,  and  repelled  any  attack  that  was 
made  upon  them  in  his  presence.  Honorable  and 
Tjpright  in  acts,  he  was  unassuming  in  manner.  He 
was  slow  to  anger  and  skillful  in  concealing  his 
wrath  when  once  aroused.  He  was  a  man  of  few 
words,  and  the  greater  part  of  his  "'talking"  was 
thinking.  He  reared  an  excellent  family  and  left 
to  them  an  excellent  name,  being  of  that  type  of 
character  which  men  always  recall  with  respect 
and  esteem.  As  a  business  man  and  as  a  farmer  he 
was  one  of  the  foremost  in  Hartford  county.  He 
was  one  of  the  pioneer  tobacco  growers,  was  al- 
ways progressive,  and  secured  the  best  results. 
While  not  a  public  man,  in  the  sense  of  an  office 
seeker,  he  was  widely  known  for  his  business  stand- 
ing and  his  sterling  character. 

The  children  born  to  Elijah  and  Electa  Bemont 
were  as  follows:  (i)  John  R.,  born  July  ii.  1817, 
resides  in  East  Hartford,  where  for  many  years  he 
followed  teaming.  In  1S66  he  represented  East 
Hartford  in  the  State  Legislature.  (2)  William 
Dv/ight,  born  July  17,  1S19,  a  sketch  of  whom  ap- 
pears elsewhere.  (3)  Henry  G.,  born  Aug.  26, 
1821,  a  sketch  of  v/hom  fullov/s  Lelow.    (4)  Electa 


L.,  born  March  10,  1S24,  and  (5)  Jeanette  E., 
born  Aug.  12,  iSjb,  two  highly-respected  maiden 
ladies,  now  live  in  their  most  ci>mfurtable  !u)me  on 
Burnside  avenue,  l-".ast  Hartford..  As  young  ladies 
they  attended  the  schools  of  East  Hartford,  Salmon 
i'helps  being  their  teacher.  As  girls  they  worked 
in  the  mill  at  Burnside,  and  earned  money  with 
which  to  defray  their  school  expenses.  Electa  L. 
united  with  the  Methodist  Church  at  Burnside  when 
a  girl  of  sixteen,  and  Jeanette  1'".  when  fourteen 
united  with  the  Congregational  Church.  Both  arc 
yet  members.  Tliey  are  among  the  most  highly- 
respected  ladies  of  East  Hartford,  and  have  al- 
ways lived  together.  (6)  Alice,  born  Jan.  5,  1S29, 
is  Airs.  Sanniel  G.  Stone,  of  Boston,  r^Iass.  (7) 
David  B.,  born  Aug.  20,  1S31,  died  at  East  Hart- 
ford, aged  about  fifty  years.  (8)  James  W.,  born 
Xov.  I,  1S33.  was  an  importer  of  teas  and  spices, 
and  died  at  Pliiladelphia.  (9)  IMariett  O.,  born 
Dec.  29,  1S37,  died  Oct.  11,  1850,  of  typhoid  fever, 
contracted  while  attending  school  at  Xew  Britain. 

EIexrv  G.  Bi-:.\umont,  than  whom  there  is  no 
better  known  citizen,  no  more  substantial  business 
man,  in  East  Hartford,  is  a  native  of  that  town. 
He  was  born  Aug.  26,  1821,  in  the  home  on  r>urn- 
side  avemie,  where  he  now  resides.  Plis  educa- 
tion was  received  in  the  neighboring  schools,  and 
among  his  early  teachers  were  Eleazer  White  and 
Salmon  Phelps.  Eor  one  winter  he  attended  the 
school  taught  by  Mr.  \A'ells,  but  at  sixteen  his  school 
davs  were  over  and  the  more  active  work  of  life 
begun.  He  has  always  lived  at  home  save  the  one 
winter  wdien  he  lived  with  his  aunt,  Mrs.  Dr.  Bemis, 
and  attended  school.  Elis  educational  equipment 
was  greatly  inferior  to  that  with  which  the  young 
man  of  to-day  starts  out  in  life,  but  with  his  su- 
perior individuality  he  has  experienced  little,  if  any, 
difiiculty  in  overcoming  the  difiiculties  and  solving 
the  problems  with  which  every  business  career  is 
invested.  He  was  reared  at  a  time  when  Connecti- 
cut farms  produced  grain,  hay,  live  stock,  etc.,  and 
when  farmer  lx>ys  had  work  to  do.  His  father  was 
an  excellent  manager,  so  that  the  Beaumont  boys 
had  few  idle  davs  from  lack  of  work.  He  was 
put  to  work  as  a  "youngster,"  and  his  ideas  of 
business  and  farming  were  practical  in  the  ful'est 
sense.  That  was  in  the  pioneer  days  of  the  tobacco 
business,  and  the  first  crop  produced  by  our  sub- 
ject was  held  over  for  six  years ;  then  six  cents  per 
pound  was  realized. 

Wlien  yet  a  young  man  our  subject  became  as- 
sociated with  his  brother  William  D.  in  the  busi- 
ness of  getting  out  lumber  and  wood.  Wood  for 
fuel  was  extensively  handled,  and  ship  timber  was 
their  main  product.  Xew  Bedford,  ]\Iass.,  was  their 
market,  and  eight  and  ten  vessels  were  required  to 
transport  their  product  to  market.  They  were  ex- 
tensive growers  of  melons,  and  bought  apples  for 
tb.at  market,  our  subject  and  his  brother,  W.  D. 
Beaumont,  attending  to  the  producing  part  of  the 
business,  and  their  father  marketing  the  product. 
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Early  in  tlic  'fifties  \\'.  D.  retired  from  the  firm, 
ami  Henry  ij.  ;uul  his  father  eontinued  the  l)usiness 
durini;  tlie  laltcr"s  active  life.  Since  then  our  sub- 
ject has  cuiuinuid  the  business  suecessfullv  un  to 
the  jiresent  time.  1  le  has  su,'plied  a  i;Teat  (.leal  of 
lumber  to  the  llartf'ird  anil  Xew  York  Trar.sporta- 
tion  Co.  l')nrin<;-  all  these  _\ears  he  has  transacted 
a  vast  volume  of  business  and  handled  an  immense 
amount  of  lumber,  and  in  comiection  therewith  also 
conducted  his  farm  and  engaged  extensively  in  to- 
bacco raising.  He  has  also  owned  for  a  number  of 
years  a  large  brick  yard  on  Windsor  avenue  which 
he  operated  for  four  years,  then  leased  to  others. 

J^Ir.  Beaumont  was  married,  in  1853,  to  Miss 
Jane  Norton,  who  was  born  in  Xorth  Madison, 
Coim.,  in  1830,  a  daughter  of  Ellsworth  Xorton. 
To  our  subject  and  wife,  have  been  born  seven  chil- 
dren:  (i)  Xellie  died  at  the  age  of  six  years.  (2) 
Minnie  graduated  from  the  Hartford  Higii  Scliool 
in  the  class  of  1876,  married  Horace  P>.  \\'illiams 
Oct.  25,  1S76,  and  died  Dec.  21,  18S1,  leaving  two 
children — Reua  B.,  born  Eeb.  11,  1878.  a  graduate 
of  the  Hartford  High  School,  class  of  1S95,  and 
Horace  George,  born  Dec.  14,  1S81,  a  graduate  of 
the  East  Hartford  High  School,  class  of  18-^8.  (3) 
Gertrude  is  the  wife  of  William  W.  Trapp,  of  Hart- 
ford. (4)  Clara  is  at  home.  (5)  Charles,  a  grad- 
uate of  the  Hartford  High  School,  is  now  a  resi- 
dent of  ^ladrid,  Xeb.,  and  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  Beaumont  Bros.,  bankers  and  ranchmen,  since 
1887.  (6)  Frederick,  of  ^Madrid,  Neb.,  is  also  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Beaumont  Bros.,  who  are 
thrifty,  pushing  business  men.  (7)  ]Maude  is  at 
home. 

In  politics  Henry  G.  Beaumont  is  a  Republican, 
formerly  a  Whig.  He  has  been  a  stanch  party  man 
on  State  and  National  issues,  but  in  town  matters 
is  independent.  He  has  never  had  ])olitical  aspira- 
tions, business  presenting  to  him  a  more  congenial 
field  for  his  efforts.  He  is  a  liberal  "supporter  of 
the  church,  and  his  wife  and  daughter  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Congregational  Church.  ^Ir.  Beau- 
mont is  exceptionally  well-preserved,  though  from 
early  life  he  has  been  an  active,  hard-working  man. 
He  is  unassuming  in  manner,  and  a  splendid  type  of 
the  business  man  of  a.  half-generation  ago,  the  dupli- 
cation of  which  in  more  recent  times  is  a  matter  of 
serious  doubt.  Air.  Beaumont  is  an  excellent  reins- 
man,  even  with  his  present  years.  He  has  alwavs' 
been  an  admirer  and  an  excellent  judge  of  good 
horses,  and  for  many  years  has  ou  ned  some  of  the 
best  roadsters  in  East  Hartford.  It  has  been  one 
cf  his  enjoyable  diversions  from  business  to  take 
a  spin  over  the  roads  behind  a  favorite  team,  and 
his  skill  has  always'  proved  equal  to  the  complete 
management  of  his  flyers.  There  are  few  men  who 
can  ec[ual  his  mastery  at  the  reins.  Mr.  Beaumont 
has  amassed  a  handsome  property,  and  to  his  sons 
in  Nebraska  has  given  a  good  start  in  business. 
Every  faculty  of  his  keen  intellect  retains  the 
strength  and  accuracy  of  former  years.    He  has  an 


extensive  acciuaintanceship,  and  wherever  known  he 
is  highly  honored  fe^r  his  eminent  ability  and 
achievements,  and  a  belter  example  of  sterling  char- 
acter and  worth  could  not  be  found.  His  family 
has  high  social  rank  among  the  first  families  of 
Last  Hartford. 

HENRY  DANIELS,  a  greatly  respected  retired 
farmer  and  machinist  of  East  Hartford,  was  born 
Oct.  25,  1829,  in  the  town  of  Lebanon,  New  London 
county,  near  the  line  of  the  town  of  Hebron,  Tolland 
Co.,  Conn.,  and  is  a  son  of  Alfred  and  Lavinia 
(Lewis)  Daniels,  both  natives  of  Connecticut. 

The  grandfather,  Asa  Daniels,  was  also  a  native 
of  Connecticut,  lived  to  be  a  very  old  man,  and  had 
a  large  family  whose  descendants  are  scattered 
all  over  the  United  States.  His  deatli  was  caused 
by  a  cancer.  Alfred  Daniels  (the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject) was  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  and  his  death  was 
caused  by  drowning  in  Long  Island  Sound,  his  body 
being  recovered  on  Eisher's  Island.  To  his  mar- 
riage with  Lavinia  Lewis,  who  was  the  eldest  ol  a 
family  of  fourteen  children,  the  following  children 
were  born:  ]\Iary  A.,  who  first  married  John  Ful- 
ler, who  was  drowned  while  on  a  wdialing  voyage, 
and  she  afterward  was  married  to  Capt.  Samuel  Rose, 
also  a  whaleman,  but  later  a  boarding-house  keeper 
in  Hartford,  and  finallv  a  farmer  in  Glastonbury, 
where  his  death  occurred,  his  widow  now  making 
her  home  with  a  son  in  Boston ;  Ralph,  the  second 
of  the  five  was  a  sailor,  and  died  in  Valparaiso, 
Chile,  South  America,  and  was  there  buried ;  the 
third  child  is  Henry,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  the 
fourth  child,  Elizabeth  (i),  died  in  infancy;  and 
the  fifth,  Elizabeth  (2),  also  died  young.  ^Mrs.  La- 
vinia Daniels  is  also  deceased,  and  her  remains  lie 
interred  in  Spring  Grove  cemetery,  Hartford. 

Henry  Daniels  was  educated  to  a  limited  extent 
in  Hebron.  Colchester  and  New  London,  in  which 
towns  his  father  had  lived.  At  the  age  of  fourteen 
years  he  started  out  to  make  his  living  by  working 
in  a  machine  shop  owned  by  Increase  \\'ilson,  manu- 
facturing novelties,  at  thirty-seven  and  one-half 
cents  per  day,  but  his  wages  were  increased  as  he 
became  more  expert,  and  he  retained  his  position 
about  seven  years,  his  last  duty  there  being  the  feed- 
ing of  a  machine  with  hot  wire,  the  product  being 
rivets.  He  next  went  to  New  York,  where  he  be- 
gan working  at  one  dollar  per  day,  and  received  an 
increase  from  time  to  time  as  the  months  rolled  on. 
While  in  New  York  he  lost  a  "chum",  with  wdiom 
he  had  worked  a  long  time,  and  ]Mr.  Daniels  brought 
the  corpse  to  New  London,  the  home  of  his  friend. 
The  cofiin  was  made  by  the  men  who  worked  in  the 
shop,  as  time  was  short,  being  twenty  miles  up  the 
North  river  from  New  York,  and  had  to  be  taken 
by  rail  to  New  York,  thence  by  steamboat  to  New 
London. 

Mr.  Daniels  then  returned  to  Xew  York,  worked 
there  a  short  time,  and  next  came  to  Mystic,  Conn., 
where  he  was  employed  in  making  cotton-gin  ma- 
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cliinorv  until  l\'l)ruary,  1S53,  wlion,  having-  an  attack 
ct  gold  icvor,  lie  rclurnod  to  Xew  York  anil  sailed  ' 
tl'.cnce  for  the  Istlrnus  of  i'anania,  cn  route  for  j 
California.    TIk  railroad  had  tlien  been  built  about  j 
half  wav  acro^^  the  islhnnis,  audi  the  fare  to  its  ter-  ; 
minus  was  i?iJ.5o;  the  rest  of  liie  way  to  i'anania  [ 
had  to  be  made  on  fool,  or  at  a  cost  of  Sio.  for  a  ; 
mule  ride.     Mr.  Daniel  chose  to  go  afoot,  and  the 
weather,  even  at  that  season,  being  extremelv  hot, 
he  waded  every  brook  lie  came  to  in  order,  to  cool 
off.    He  passed  two  nights  in  Panama,  and  then  I 
took  the  steamer  "Tennessee"  for  San  Francisco,  : 
but  in  a  thick  fog  the  vessel  ran  ashore,  and  }vlr. 
Daniels  was  landed  on  the  beach  several  miles  from 
his  destination.    From  San  Francisco  he  went  to 
Sacramento,  but  was  dissatisfied  with  the  outlook, 
and,  being  unfamiliar  with  mining,  hired  out  to  a 
salmon  lislierman  at  $65  per  month  and  remained 
with  him  until  the  close  of  the  season.    He  then 
returned  to  San  Francisco,  where  he  met  some  Xew 
London  (Conn.)  acquaintances.    Thence  he  went  to 
Bcnicia,  then  the  ca])ital,  where  he  was  employed 
in  a  machine  sliop  ot  the  Pacific  Mail  S.  S.  Co.,  for 
some  time,  at  S6  per  day,  and  on  his  return  to  Con- 
necticut, via  the   Isthmus,  he   worked  for  several 
months  in  a  machine  shop  in  Xew  London. 

In  July,  1S55,  !Mr.  Daniels  came  to  Hartford,  and 
worked  for  a  time  in  Colt's  machine  shop,  and  later 
was  employed  making  tools  and  models  in  Colt's 
Armory  until  1S66,  when  poor  health  made  it  neces- 
sary for  him  to  seek  out-door  employment.  He  ac- 
cordingly purchased  a  sail  boat  in  X'ew  London,  and. 
for  sometime  employed  himself  in  sailing  and  fish- 
ing along  Long  Island  Sound.  He  also  bought  a 
farm  near  the  navy  yard  at  Xew  London,  farmed  in 
summer,  and  worked  in  Colt's  factory  at  Hartford 
in  winter,  and  in  the  fall  of  1S69  came  to  Flartford. 
He  was  employed  by  the  Russian  government  as  in- 
spector of  all  firearms  manufactured  in  Colt's  factory 
for  its  use,  including  Catling  guns,  and  in  over-see- 
ing the  shipments  made  to  X'ew  York.  In  the 
spring  of  1870  he  moved  his  family  to  Hartford. 
Later  he  removed  to  Springfield.  ]\Iass.,  and  was  in- 
spector for  the  -Russian  government  of  all  arms 
manufactured  for  it  at  Smith  &  Wesson's  works, 
and  then  went  to  Bridgeport,  where  he  was  inspec- 
tor of  cartridges  made  for  the  same  government ; 
he  next  returned  to  Springfield,  v/here  he  remained 
until,  in  1874,  he  came  to  Fast  Hartford,  and  settled 
on  his  present  place  of  nine  acres,  which  he  had  pur- 
chased in  1872,  erected  a  dwelling  and  tobacco  sheds, 
rented  his  lands' for  two  years,  and  in  1875  began 
farming  and  tobacco  growing. 

On  Jan.  ij,  1856,  Mr.  Daniels  married  ]\Iiss 
Caroline  A.,  daughter  of  Charles  and  ]Mary  (Lewis ) 
Saunders,  a  native  of  tlcbron.  Conn.,  and  to  this 
union  have  been  born  four  children:  (i)  Isabelle  is 
the  wife  of  Fliram  C.  I'ox,  of  East  Hartford,  and 
the  mother  of  one  son,  Sherman.  (2)  XcwcII  P.,  a 
printer,  first  Tnarricd  Mary  Wadsworth,  by  whom  he 
had  one  child,  his  second  wife  being  Jennie  Weaver; 


his  home  is  also  in  Fast  Hartford.  (3)  Charles  mar- 
ried .Miss  Fdna  Brewer,  a  tlaughter  of  Ellery  L. 
Brewer,  whose  biograi>liy  appears  elsewhere  ;  he  be- 
ing a  skillful  taxidermist,  and  owns  a  fine  collection 
of  siiecimens.  (4)  Alice  is  siill  living  witli  her 
parents. 

In  politics  Mr.  Daniels  is  a  Ivepublican,  and  has 
filled  the  olhce  of  selectman.  He  has  never  joined 
any  of  the  secret  societies,  but  with  his  wife  and 
daughter  is  a  constant  attendant  at  the  Congrega- 
ional  Church.  He  is  a  very  pleasant  gentleman, 
and  is  an  agreeable  conversationalist,  has  through  his 
own  industry  realized  a  competency,  and  is  now  liv- 
ing in  quiet  retirement  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  the 
respect  of  a  host  of  friends. 

FRAXCTS  DE}^IIXG,  a  prominent  and  suc- 
cessful business  man  of  Berlin,  was  born  in  the 
Becklev  Quarter  of  that  town  Feb.  4,  1857,  and 
traces  his  aiicestrv  back  to  one  of  three  brothers 
who  came  to  the  L'nited  States  at  an  early  day.  It 
is  believed  tliat  he  is  descended  from  the  one  who 
settled  in  Welhersfield,  Hartford  county.  All  his 
ancestors  followed  the  occupation  of  farming. 

Israel  Deniing,  our  subject's  great-grandfather, 
was  born  in  Berlin,  and  married  Flepzibah  Web- 
ster. Their  son,  Philip  Deming,  also  a  native  of 
Berlin,  was  married,  June  14,  1817,  to  Sallic  An- 
drews. Their  son,  Levi  Deming,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Berlin  Sept.  i,  i8i8.  and  married 
Delia  Belden,  who  was  born  in  Rocky  Hill  Jan. 
27,  1826,  a  daughter  of  Leonard  Belden.  The 
parents  died  in  Berlin,  and  were  buried  in  South 
cemetery,  the  father  departing  this  life  Dec.  17,  1877. 
In  the  family  were  only  two  children,  Francis  and 
Henry,  the  latter  born  Oct.  8,  1847.  He  entered 
the  Union  service  during  the  Civil  war,  and  died 
from  quick  consumption  while  on  his  way  home, 
just  before  his  arrival  in  Xew  York,  the  day  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  was  assassinated. 

Francis  Deniing  was  reared  on  the  home  farm, 
attended  the  local  schools,  and  later  the  Connecti- 
cut State  Xormal  at  Xew  Britain,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  1878.-  He  taught  school  in  Xew  Hart- 
ford one  season  and  in  West  Cromwell  two  terms, 
after  which  he  turned  his  attention  to  farming. 
After  the  death  of  his  father  he  took  charge  of  the 
old  homestead,  wliicii  he  still  owns  and  operates. 
In  1S81  he  purchased  the  grocery  and  drug  store  of 
Alfred  X'ortli,  but  after  conducting  it  for  about 
eighteen  months  sold  out.  In  1890  he  was  instru- 
mental in  organizing  the  Golden  Ridge  Creamery 
Co.,  of  which  he  has  since  been  secretary,  treasurer 
and  superintendent.  W.  H.  Webster  is  now  presi- 
dent of  the  company,  and  the  directors  are  W.  H.  ■ 
Weljster,  Daniel  Welister,  S.  F.  Raymond,  C.  M. 
Jarvis,  A.  E.  Xorton  and  Isaac  E.  Ailing,  of  Ber- 
lin ;  and  Joshua  Belden  and  X'ewton  Osborne,  of 
X'ewington.  Their  i)lant  has  a  capaeilv  of  seventy 
thousand  pounds  of  butter  a  year,  and  the  product, 
which  is  of  a  superior  quality,  is  sold  in  Hartford, 
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Xcw  llritain  and  Moridcn.  Mr.  Dcniiiig  is  al>o  in- 
tvrrestcd  in  tlio  .Mattal)cssctt  Canning  Co..  which  \vas 
orgaiiizcd  .March  2,  iSuO,  lor  the  purpose  of  can- 
ning squaslies.  sweet  corn  and  tomatoes,  the  hist 
named  vegetable  being  their  speciaUy.  Tb.ey  also 
deal  in  corrugated  iron,  and  have  a  capital  stock  of 
$lo,oc>o.  Their  plant,  which  has  never  been  taxed 
to  the  utmost  capacity,  turns  out  each  season  from 
fifteen  thousand  to  twenty  thousand  cases  of  twen- 
ty-four cans,  tnd  tliey  use  all  the  vegetables  the 
farmers  can  supply.  Business  is  carried  on  in  the 
Bcckley  Quarter  purely  in  the  interest  of  the  farm- 
ers, and  from  seventy  to  eightv  hands  are  employed 
during  the  busy  season.  Their  product  is  sold  only 
to  jobbers,  and  IJoston,  New  ^"ork.  Springfield  and 
Hartford  are  their  principal  markets.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  company  are  Charles  M.  Jarvis,  presi- 
dent; E.  L  Clark,  vice-president;  Francis  Deming, 
secretary  and  treasurer;  I.  E.  Ailing,  S.  E.  Ray- 
mond,      E.  Jacobs  and  F.  D.  Jones,  directors. 

On  Oct.  5,  iSSo,  ^Nlr.  Deming  married  ]Miss 
Jennie  Bidwell  Hill,  of  Cromwell,  who  was  born 
Dec.  5,  1857,  a  daughter  of  William  S.  and  Phoebe 
(Bidwell)  Hill,  farming  people.  Four  children 
blessed  this  union :  Florence  Delia,  born  Sept.  3, 
1881,  died  ]\Iay  6,  18S2;  Lester  Francis,  born  Dec. 
I,  1884,  and  Robert  Hubbard,  born  3,Iay  30,  18S6, 
are  attending  the  Xew  Britain  high  school ;  and 
Henry  Clarence,  born  Aug.  12,  1889,  is  attending  the 
Berlin  district  school.  The  family  have  a  pleasant 
and  conunodious  home  on  Benjamin  street,  Berlin, 
which  was  erected  by  our  subject  in  1892,  and 
there  hospitality  reigns  supreme. 

Politically  ^Ir.  Deming  has  always  been  identi- 
fied with  the  Republican  party,  of  which  his  father 
was  also  a  supporter.  He  has  filled  the  offices  of 
justice  of  the  peace  and  grand  juror,  and  has  been  a 
member  of  the  school  board  several  years.  He  is 
a  prominent  member  of  the  Grange  and  was  elected 
master,  but  refused  to  qualify.  He  also  belongs  to 
the  Royal  Arcaiuun  Lodge,  Xo.  738,  of  Xew  Britain, 
and  is  an  active  and  prominent  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  in  wdiich  he  has  served  as  clerk 
for  about  thirteen  years,  and  was  elected  deacon 
in  January,  1897.  He  has  also  been  clerk  and 
treasurer  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Society  since  Feb. 
8,  1886.  His  wife  and  son,  Lester,  are  also  mem- 
bers of  the  same  church.  The  family  is  one  of 
prominence  in  the  community  where  they  reside. 
INIr.  Deming  is  a  man  of  excellent  business  and 
executive  ability,  one  whose  sound  judgment,  un- 
flagging enterprise  and  capable  management  have 
brought  him  a  well-merited  success.  In  manner  he 
is  pleasant  and  cordial,  which,  combined  with  his 
sterling  worth,  makes  him  one  of  the  popular  citi- 
zens of  his  native  county. 

ANDREW  HA^HLTOX,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
is  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  the  town  of 
East  Windsor,  and  in  addition  to  the  management 
of  his  valuable  farm  near  Broad  Brook  he  is  extcn- 


sivelv  tiigaged  in  the  manufacture  of  printing 
stamps  and  tvpe-writer  rihlions,  his  factory  lieing 
located  on  his  homestead.  As  a  citizen  he  is  held  in 
high  esteem,  and  his  fellow  townsmen  have  kept 
him  constantlv  in  office  from  early  manhood,  he 
having  served  forty  years  as  justice  of  the  peace. 

Mr.  Hamilton  was  born  Aug.  15.  1824,  on  the  old 
Hamilton  homestead  in  the  town  of  Ellington,  Tol- 
land county,  aiid  is  of  Scottish  ancestry  in  the  pa- 
ternal line.  Al)out  1650  three  brothers  of  the  name 
came  from  Scotland,  making  the  voyage  in  tlie 
"Mayflower,"  and  it  is  believed  that  one  of  these 
was  the  grandfailier  of  Daniel  Hanfilton,  wdio  set- 
tled on  the  old  homestead  in  Tolland  countv  about 

Benjamin  Hamilton,  our  subject's  grandtather, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Eastham,  Barnstable  Co., 
Mass.,  on  Cape  Cod. 

Hon.  Benjamin  Hainilton,  our  subject's  father, 
was  born  in  1794.  in  the  town  of  Ellington,  Tolland 
Co.,  Conn.,  and  died  at  the  present  homestead  in 
East  \\  indsor  in  1865,  aged  seventy-one  years.  He 
resided  in  East  Windsor,  and  was  proininent  in  pub- 
lic aft'airs,  being  elected  in  1850  as  a  State  senator 
from  the  Second  district,  and  in  1852  as  a  represen- 
tative from  East  Windsor  to  the  State  Legislature. 
He  first  married  Cynthia  Blodgelt,  and  later  wedded 
Mrs.  Ann  Dunham,  a  sister  of  his  first  wife.  His 
three  children,  Havilah,  Arnold  and  Andrew,  were 
all  by  the  first  marriage. 

A\dien  our  subject  was  about  eight  years  old  the 
family  removed  across  the  line  from  Tolland  county 
into  the  town  of  East  Windsor,  locating  on  the  farm 
now  occupied  by  Edward  Shropp,  and  in  1842  his 
father  bought  the  present  homestead.  As  a  bo}' 
2\Ir.  Hamilton  attended  the  common  and  select 
schools  near  his  home,  and  the  academy  in  East 
Windsor  village,  wdiile  his  work  upon  the  farm 
gave  him  a  good  practical  knowledge  of  agricultural 
methods.  Fie  has  continued  to  reside  at  the  home- 
stead, with  the  exception  of  four  years,  from  1889 
to  1893,  when  he  was  employed  as  general  manager 
of  the  plant  of  the  Springfield  Button  Co.,  in  Spring- 
field, ]\Iass.  He  learned  that  business  in  his  early 
manhood,  having  in  1849  entered  the  employ  of  G. 
C.  Brown,  a  manufacturer  of  pearl  buttons.  For 
two  years  he  w-as  engaged  in  merchandising  in  Broad 
Brook,  wdiich  he  abandoned  in  1852,  buying  out  ^Nlr. 
Brown's  button  factory  and  carrying  on  the  manu- 
facture of  pearl  buttons  until  1865.  Mr.  Hamilton's 
farm  comprises  forty-two  acres,  and  he  not  only 
carries  on  general  farming  but  has  been  interested 
for  many  years  in  tobacco  culture.  About  ten  years 
ago  he  built  his  present  factorv.  which  has  been  a 
profitable  venture  under  his  aljle  management.  He 
is  an  ardent  Democrat  in  politics,  and  besides  his 
long  services  as  justice  of  the  peace  he  has  served 
six  years  as  notary  public:  four  years  as  commis- 
sioner of  the  superior  court;  two  years  as  a  meniljcr 
of  tlie  board  of  education  ;  four  years  on  the  lf):al 
board  of  relief;  and  three  years  as  deputy  sheriff 
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uiuler  Simon  D.  Kendall,  of  Snftickl,  while  ho  has 
frequently  been  ehosen  as  grand  juror  and  registrar 
of  cleetions.  Soeially  he  and  his  family  arc  promi- 
nent, and  he  is  a  eharter  member  of  Oriental  Lodge, 
No.  Ill,  A.  V.  &  A.  M.,  at  i'.road  l^rook,  in  whieh 
he  has  servetl  as  treasurer. 

In  1S49  llamihon  married  Miss  Helen  'M. 
Dunham,  a  native  of  Gilead,  Conn.,  born  Oct.  26, 
1827,  and  they  have  had  two  children:  Andreu'  R., 
born  Aug.  14,  1854,  died  Aug.  22,  iS()2;  and  Jennie 
D.,  deceased  in  iiifancy,  April  26,  1858.  Andrew  R. 
Hamilton  married  Miss  Eliza  II.  McCray,  and  thev 
had  three  children :  Earl  W'.,  Lizzie  and  Jennie  D., 
of  whom  the  last  named  died  in  childhood. 

ARIEL  MITCJtIELSOX  (deceased),  a  native" 
of  the  town  of  Simsbury,  was  the  representative  of 
an  old  and  distinguished  family.  Favored  l)y  birth 
and  circumstances,  he  lived  up  to  the  full  measure 
of  his  capabilities,  and  among  his  business  asso- 
ciates he  was  known  as  a  man  of  strict  integrity, 
a  kind  and  obliging-  neighbor,  and  courteous,  ex- 
emplary and  honorable  in  all  the  relations  of  life. 

Mr.  Mitchelson  was  born  in  what  is  now  the 
town  of  Bloomfield  (then  Simsbury)  April  3,  1S16, 
a  son  of  Ariel  and  Elizabeth  (Cornish)  Mitchel- 
son, and  a  grandson  of  Eliphalet  and  Susannah 
(Eno)  Mitcnelson.  His  great-grandfather,  Will- 
iam ]Mitchelson,  Jr.,  came  to  Hartford  from  Cam- 
bridge, ^lass.,  and  was  married  to  Mary  Howard 
April  26,  171 3.  The  Howard  family  were  wealthy 
and  extensive  realty  holders,  and  from  them  con- 
siderable propertv  w"as  inherited.  The  family  still 
own  the  ancestral  acres,  the  original  papers  of  the 
grant  of  land  still  held  by  them,  the  estate  having 
descended  from  son  to  son  through  several  genera- 
tions. William  Mitchelson,  Jr.,  is  supposed  to  be 
a  descendant  of  Edward  Mitchelson,  who  arrived  in 
the  Colony  of  Cambridge,  ]\lass.,  in  the  year  1636. 
His  wife,  Ruth  (Bushell),  arrived  on  the  ship 
"Abigal"  in  1635.  Their  children  were:  (l) 
Ruth,  born  Nov.  8,  1638,  married  John  Green  Oct. 
20,  1656.    (2)  Thomas  was  born  September,  1639. 

(3)  Bethia,  born  Dec.  6,  1642,  married  Daniel  \\'eld. 

(4)  Edward,  born  Xov.  11,  1644,  graduated  at 
Harvard  College  in  1665,  became  a  physician,  and 
was  lost  at  sea  while  on  a  voyage  to  England  with 
Capt.  Scarlet,  in  1666.  (5)  Elizabeth,  born  Aug. 
29,  1646,  married  (first)  Theodore  Atkinson,  Jr., 
and  (second)  Henry  Deering,  of  Boston.  Edward 
Ivlitchelson,  the  father,  in  1639,  bought  of  Major 
Simon  Willard  the  estate  at  the  southeast  corner 
of  Dunster  and  Winthrop  streets,  where  he  prob- 
ably resided  until  Oct.  29,  1650,  when  he  bought  the 
estate  of  'Slajov  Samuel  Shepard,  on  the  south  side 
of  Harvard  street,  extending  from  Holyoke  street 
to  Bow  street,  which  was  thenceforth  his  dwelling 
place.  In  1637  he  was  appointed  marshal-general 
of  the  Colony,  which,  office  he  held  through  life. 
The  fees  were  established  by  the  General  Court. 
In  April,  1668,  a  stated  salary  of  £50  was  fixed. 


He  died  March  7,  168 1,  aged  seventy-seven  years, 
ami  was  succeeded  in  ofliee  by  his  son-in-law.  John 
Green.  His  wife,  Ruth,  dieil  June  13,  i(/)4.  aged 
alH_>ut  tifty-two.  He  was  in  full  communion  with 
I  the  church.  William  Mitchelson,  brother  of  Ed- 
ward (l),  married  Mary  I'radshnw  .\pril  26,  ■''154, 
and  their  children  were:  Mary,  Ijorn  Jan.  15,  1655; 
Thomas,  born  Jan.  8,  1657;  Alice,  born  about  1661, 
baptized  April  3,  1663  (she  married  John  Shears, 
of  Sudburv.  April  9,  1688)  ;  Ruth,  baptized  Oct. 
4,  1663;  and  Abigal,  baptized  }^Iarch,  1665.  Will- 
iam, the  father,  died  Dec.  10,  166S. 

Eliphalet  Mitchelson  and  Susannah  Eno  were 
married  Dec.  28,  1758.  Their  children  were  as 
follows  :  ( I )  Susannah  married  George  Cornish, 
of  Simsbury.  (2)  Rizpah  married  Elisha  Gris- 
wold.  (3)  Elizabeth  married  A.  V.  Griswold,  bet- 
ter known  as  Bishop  Griswold.  His  descendants 
are  very  prominent  in  Rhode  island,  and  are  con- 
nected with  many  prominent  families.  (4)  John 
married  Abigail  Pinney.  (5)  Howard,  a  graduate 
of  Yale,  was  a  successful  medical  practitioner,  and 
died  in  Charleston,  S.  C.  He  had  traveled  over 
much  of  the  globe,  and  left  much  property.  (6) 
IVIartin  married  Cyrina  Adams.  (7)  Ariel  was  born 
Dec.  14,  1774.    (8)  Eliphalet  died  young. 

Ariel  Mitchelson,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  Dec.  14,  1774,  in  what  is  now  the  town  of 
Bloomfield,  near  Scotland  church.  He  was  reared 
ill  that  locality,  and  followed  farming  through  life, 
was  a  large  land  ow^ner,  and  one  of  Bloomfield's 
most  substantial  citizens.  Lie  was  a  man  of  wide 
influence,  a  recognized  leader  in  all  improvements, 
and  for  his  day  a  man  of  progress  and  advance- 
ment, and  greatlv  interested  in  church  work.  He 
often  served  as  an  arbiter  among  neighbors,  being 
selected  for  that  delicate  service  on  account  of  his 
excellent  judgment  and  the  utmost  confidence  of  the 
entire  community  in  his  integrity.  Llis  word  was 
never  doubted.  In  politics  he  was  a  Whig,  and  for 
several  terms  he  was  elected  to  the  General  As- 
sembly. He  left  to  his  children  the  task  of  per- 
petuating the  high  standard  of  citizenship  with 
which  the  Mitchelson  name  has  been  so  closely 
associated  and  which  task  it  can  be  truly  said  was 
faithfully  and  successfullv  borne.  He  married  Eliz- 
abeth Cornish,  of  Granby,  who  bore  him  three  chil- 
dren :  Elizabeth,  Ariel  and  Hugh.  Elizabeth 
iNIitchelson  was  one  of  the  grandest  types  of  woman- 
kind, possessed  of  a  most  lovable  character,  and 
was  widely  known  for  her  good  and  charitable 
deeds.  She  reruained  unmarried  through  life,  and 
was  devotedly  attached  to  charitable  and  religions 
work.  For  sixty  years  she  was  the  teacher  of  the 
infant  class  in  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  among 
her  pupils  were  many  of  the  best  citizens  of  to-day, 
all  of  whom  revere  her  memory.  She  died  Xov. 
16,  1891.  Hugh  Mitchelson  married  Miss  Mary 
Dwight  Morton,  a  highly  esteemed  woman  of  Hat- 
field, jMass.  He  lived  in  Bloomfield,  being  one  of 
its  most  prominent  citizens,  and  died  there,  leaving 
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no  chililrcn.  Ho  possessed  a  wonderfully  reteiUivc 
memory,  and  a  large  fund  of  valuable  historical 
knowledge.  Ariel  Mitchelson.  the  father,  died 
Sept.  30.  185^,  the  mother  on  Occ.  17,  1846. 

Ariel  Mitchelson.  our  suliject,  in  h.is  boyhood 
attended  the  schools  of  his  hciuie  district,  after 
which  he  became  a  student  at  what  was  known  as 
Holcomb's  high  school,  in  Granby.  This  education 
was  supiilemented  with  a  course  at  an  academy  in 
Poughkecpsie.  X.  Y.  The  culture  of  tobacco  in 
Hartford  county  as  a  possible  new  industry  of  im- 
portance received  earliest  recognition  from  Ariel 
Mitchelson,  who  was  the  first  grower  in  the  town  of 
Simsbury.  From  his  own  success  as  a  producer  his 
business  instincts  quickly  realized  what  the  magni- 
tude of  the  culture  would  be  in  a  few  years,  and 
what  new  business  opportunities  would  thus  be 
opened  at  home.  He  formed  business  connections 
for  making  the  newly  arrived  trade  both  prosperous 
and  enduring,  bought  heavily  of  tobacco,  and  be- 
came one  of  the  best  known  wholesalers  in  the  Con- 
necticut valley,  following  this  business  for  over 
forty  years ;  his  cousins  and  partners,  A.  L.  and  C. 
L.  Holt,  of  New  York,  marketed  the  vast  stores  of 
the  plant,  which  he  thus  purchased. 

While  a  thorough  business  man  in  the  fullest 
sense  of  the  term,  and  while  pressed  for  time  by  his 
extensive  and  exacting  interests,  Mr.  Mitchelson's 
public  spirit  was  always  evident.  It  has  been 
doubted  if  in  his  day  there  was  another  who  had  at 
heart  to  the  same  extent  as  he  the  best  interests  of 
his  community.  No  improvement  of  value  or  bene- 
fit to  Tarittville  ever  came  up  but  that  he  was  either 
the  prime  mover,  hearty  endorser,  or  one  of  the  most 
hberal  contributors,  when  contributions  were  nec- 
essary. He  probably  did  more  for  Tariffville  than 
any  other  citizen  of  his  time.  It  was  mainly  through 
his  influence  and  efforts  that  the  original  Connecti- 
cut Western  railway  reached  Tariffville  instead  of 
passing  through  Farmington,  a  more  direct  route. 
His  wide  acquaintance  with  capitalists,  his  means 
and  his  influence  often  placed  him  in  a  position 
to  do  more  good  than  others  even  though  their  pub- 
lic spirit  had  been  as  great.  He  built  part  of  the 
town  of  Tariffville,  laid  out  streets,  donated  the 
land  for  two  school  houses  and  the  sites  for  the 
Baptist,  Roman  Catholic  and  Trinity  Episcopal 
churches,  and  to  the  latter  church  also  bec[ueathed 
$5,000.  He  was  for  many  years  a  director  in  the 
Charter  Oak  National  Bank,  of  Hartford,  of  which 
institution  he  was  also  one  of  tne  organizers,  and 
his  opinion  on  inatters  of  finance  was  considered 
valuable,  as  was  his  judgment  on  any  business 
matter.  Politically  he  was  originally  an  Old-line 
Whig,  later  a  Republican.  Without  ambition  to 
shine  politically,  he  was  nevertheless  deeply  inter- 
ested in  the  success  of  his  party  and  in  the  selec- 
tion of  competent  officials.  In  religious  connection 
he  was  a  member  of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  in 
which  he  was  honorary  warden  at  the  time  of  his 


death.    His  marked  stability  of  character  endeared 
him  to  tl'.e  hearts  of  his  friends. 

Mr.  Mitchelson's  home  life  was  ideally  happy, 
the  influence  of  the  home  was  always  pure  and  in- 
spiring, and  the  social  position  of  the  family  always 
the  highest,    (  hi  June  5.  1S4S,  he  was  married,  at 
East  Lyn.ie,  Conn.,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  H.  Chappel, 
I  a  native  of  that  town,  who  was  born  Nov.  29,  1824, 
\  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Hannah  (Loomis)  Chappel. 
!  Hannah  Eoomis  was  a  cousin  of  Prof.  Elias  I^iomis, 
j  of  Yale,  and  sister  of  Francis  B.  Loomis,  ex-lieu- 
j  tenant  governor  of  Connecticut,  and  a  descendant 
j  of  the  old  Loomis  family  that  settled  in  W' indsor  in 
j  1639,  and  of  whom  Joseph  Loomis  was  the  progcni-  - 
I  tor.    The  family  of  Daniel  and  Hannah  (Loomis) 
Chappel  consisted  of  tlie  following  children:  Mary, 
who  married  Sydney  Staples,  and  is  now  deceased ; 
Abbie,  who  married  Samuel  Douglass,  of  Water- 
ford,  Conn. ;  James,  who  married  -\iaria  Jennings, 
of  Easton,  Conn. ;   Nancy,  who  married  Amasa 
Loomis;  Elizabeth,  who  married  our  subject;  and 
]\liss  Fannv,  who  resides  at  Tariffville. 

The  death  of  Ariel  ^Mitchelson  occurred  Feb. 
8,  1S94.    His  remains  were  laid  away  in  Scotland 
Church  cemetery.    His  estimable  widow,  now  at  an 
i  advanced  age,  is  an  exceptionally  well  preserved 
j  lady,  in  the  full  possession  of  her  every  faculty. 
Airs.  ^Mitchelson,  in  her  younger  years,  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  later  imited  with 
the  Episcopal  Church,  with  which  she  has  ever 
i  since  been  connected.    She  still  resides  in  the  home 
j  about  which  cluster  the  memories  of  more  than  half 
j  a  century,  the  happiness  of  which  was  broken  only 
i  by  the  loss  of  her  husband.    Here  she  has  given  her 
I  family  that  loyal  devotion  which  has  contributed  to 
J  their  success  in  life. 

Children   were  born   to   Ariel   and  Elizabeth 
;  (Chappel)  IMitchelson  as  follows: 

(i)  Ariel,  born  Aug.  2,  1850,  died  at  the  age  of 
{  six  years.  (2)  Elizabeth  C,  born  Feb.  7,, 1852,  died 
[  at  the  age  of  four  years. 

I  (3)  George,  born  June  30,  1854,  completed  a 
:  business  course  at  the  Eastman  Business  College, 
j  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  and  also  attended  Dr.  Sear's 
[  Islilitary  School  in  New  Haven,  and  is  now  a  whole- 
!  sale  tobacco  dealer  in  St.  Paul,  ^\Iinn.  He  married 
I  ]Mary  Dyer,  of  Hudson,  \\'is.,  June  12.  1899. 

(4)  Joseph  C,  born  'Sla.y  22,  1856,  attended" 
i  the  Eastman  Business  College  after  completing  a 
S  course  of  study  at  Amherst,  ]Mass.,  in  Dr.  Nash's 
i  Institute  for  Boys,  and  is  now  one  of  the  most  ex- 
i  tensive  leaf  tobacco  dealers  in  the  West,  having 
stores  in  Kansas  City  and  San  Francisco.  He  pos- 
i  sesses  the  energetic  spirit  and  business  tact  for  which 
j  his  father  was  noted.  He  married  ^^liss  Emma  Wil- 
I  son,  of  Geneseo,  111.,  daughter  of  George  and  Jane 
I  (Prouty)  Wilson.  Mr.  ^Mitchelson  is  an  extensive 
i  collector  of  coins,  curios  and  antiques,  his  collec- 
\  tions  along  those  lines  embracing  some  exceedingly 
•  rare  specimens,  assembled  at  no  little  expense  and 
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trouble.  11c  lias  one  of  the  most  coiii]i1cto  collec- 
tions of  American  coins  in  the  United  States,  con- 
sisting^ of  Colonial  coins  anu  private  issues  in  gold, 
with  the  regular  issues  from  the  tlrst  pieces  coined 
to  the  pre.--ent  ilate,  as  well  as  a  complete  Collection 
of  the  fractional  currency. 

(5)  Elizabeth,  born  Xov.  3,  1S59,  married  Will- 
iam F.  Groton,  of  I'hiladelphia,  Sejjt.  12,  iSSS,  and 
has  tliree  children :  Elizabeth  Mitchelson.  born 
Sept.  23.  1SS9:  W  illiam  Ariel.  Jan.  24.  1S92;  and 
Joseph  Mitchelson.  Aug.  9,  1894.  Mrs.  Groton  grad- 
uated frc>m  St.  Mary's  Hall,  Burlington,  X.  J.,  in 
the  class  of  '79. 

(6)  Charles,  born  Xov.  19.  1861,  died  Sept. 
25.  1862. 

(7)  Ariel  (2),  born  r\Iarch  20,  1864.  is  one  of 
the  most  extensive  resident  buyers  of  tobacco  in  the 
Connecticut  X'alley.  Like  his  brothers  he  received 
a  business  education  at  the  Eastman  Business  College, 
after  attending  the  Hartford  Public  High  School. 
He  married  Miss  ]\Iary  \'iolet  Ely,  of  Windsor, 
a  daughter  of  Seth  and  Adelaide  (Hurlburt)  Ely, 
and  to  them  have  been  born  four  childrren  :  Ariel, 
who  died  in  infancy:  Ariel  (2),  who  died  aged 
nearly  three  years;  Joseph,  born  Xov.  13,  1897.  and 
a  daughter,  born  Sept.  26,  1900.  ^Ir.  Mitchelson 
has  been  a  member  of  Putnam  Phalanx,  Hartford, 
since  the  age  of  twenty  years.  He  is  a  stanch  Re- 
publican, but  not  a  politician,  save  in  taking  an  in- 
terest in  his  party's  success.  In  religious  con- 
nection he  is  a  member  of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church 
at  Tariffville.     '  - 

ALOXZO  GROVE  CASE.  A  veteran  of  the 
Civil  war,  wounded  in  battle,  with  health  shattered 
by  confmement  and  privation  in  Rebel  prisons,  a 
descendant  of  one  of  the  earliest  and  best  known 
families  of  Connecticut,  a  successful  agriculturist, 
the  recipient  of  many  public  offices  or  responsi- 
bility and  trust,  a  man  held  in  high  esteem  for  his 
many  admirable  traits — the  subject  of  this  sketch 
ranks  among  the  foremost  citizens  of  the  town  of 
Simsbury. 

]Mr.  Case  is  a  lineal  descendant,  in  the  seventh 
generation,  of  John  Case,  who  first  settled  in  Wind- 
sor, Conn.,  and  in  1669  sold  his  house,  shop  and 
lot  to  Xathaniel  Cook,  and  removed  to  Simsbury, 
settling  at  Weatogue,  where  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  stock  raising.  He  was  the  first  constal^Ie 
of  Simsbury.  and  represented  the  town  in  the  Gen- 
eral Court.  He  married  Sarah  Spencer,  daughter 
of  William  Spencer,  of  Hartford,  and  to  them  were 
born  children  as  follows:  Elizabeth,  Ijorn  in  1658, 
married  John  'Fuller;  Mary,  born  June  22,  i65o, 
married  James  Pliilyer;  John,  liorn  Xov.  5,  1662; 
William,  born  June  5,  1665;  Samuel,  born  June  i, 
1667:  Richard,  born  April  27.  1669;  Bartholomew, 
born  October,  1670;  Joseph,  born  April  6,  iG72,mar- 
ried  Anna  Eno,  daughter  of  James  Eno,  Jr.  (he 
was  the  father  of  Rev.  Benajah  Case)  ;  .Sarah,  born 
Aug.  14,  1676,  married  Joseph  Plielps ;  Abigail, 


born  Mav  14,  iC^^.  n.iarried  Jonathan  \>'estover. 
The  nu'iher  was  born  in  ir>3'.>.  and  died  Xov.  3, 
1691.  l"or  his  second  wife  John  Case  n.iarried 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Jnlui  Moore,  of  Windsor, 
and  widmv  tif  Xathaniel  Looniis.  of  that  town.  He 
died  on  his  farm  l  eb.  21,  1703.  and  was  buried 
m  Sinisbiuw  "cemeter}'.  His  w  iilow  survived  until 
July  23,  1728,  dying  at  the  age  of  ninety  years. 

John  Case,  l)orn  Xov.  5,  1662.  was  seven  years 
old  when  his  father  moved  from  Windsor  to  Wea- 
togue. ."^imsbury.  He  was  a  lifelong  farmer  in 
Simsbury.  where  he  died  in  1733,  and  was  buried 
in  the  old  cemetery.  He  was  twice  married,  first 
in  1(^84  to  Mary  Olcott,  daughter  of  Thomas  Ol- 
cott,  of  Hartford.  By  this  marriage  he  had  one 
child,  John  B.,  who  died  in  infancy  in  1685,  the  wife 
dying  the  same  year.  For  his  second  wife,  John 
Case,  in  1693,  married  Sarah  Holcomb,  daughter 
of  Joshua  Holcomb,  and  to  them  were  born  six 
children:  John  B.,  born  Aug.  22,  1694;  Daniel, 
born  March  7.  1697,  married  Penelope  Buttolph ; 
Mary,  born  in  1698,  married  Jonathan  Alfor''.  who 
died  in  1732;  Jonathan,  born  in  1701,  married  ]\Iary 
Beeman ;  Sarah,  born  in  1703,  married  John  Alder- 
man; Hannah,  born  in  1709,  married  Capt.  Xoah 
Humphrey,  and  died  in  1799. 

John  B.  Case,  born  Aug.  22,  1694,  like  his  fa- 
ther and  grandfather,  engaged  in  farming  in  Sims- 
bury through  life,  dying  in  1752.  In  1716  he  mar- 
ried Abigail  Humphrey,  daughter  of  Samuel  Hum- 
phrey, and  granddaughter  of  Michael  Humplirey.the 
first.  The  nine  children  of  John  B.  and  Abigail  Case 
were  as  follows :  John,  born  Feb.  19,  1718,  died  in 
1776;  Xoah,  born  Oct.  4,  1720,  died  in  1797;  Capt. 
Charles,  born  Feb.  19,  1723,  died  in  1808;  Abigail, 
born  Sept.  10,  1725,  married  Jonathan  Case,  died  in 
1779;  ]Mary,  born  Dec.  29,  1727:  Lucy,  born  Oct. 
17,  1732,  married  Lieut.  William  '  Wilcox,  died  in 
1807;  Martha,  born  July  31,  1735,  married  Thomas 
Barber;  Capt.  Job,  born  June  3,  1737.  married  Jo- 
anna Wilcox;  Lydia,  born  in  1741,  married  Jona- 
than Pinney. 

Capt.  Job  Case,  born  in  Sinisburv  June  3.  1737, 
was  a  man  of  prominence,  in  both  public  and  church 
affairs.  He  was  a  farmer  through  life,  and  served 
as  an  officer  in  the  Revolutionary  war ;  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  State  Legislature,  in  politics  was  a  Fed- 
eralist and  later  a  Wliig,  and  was  a  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church.  Widely  known  and 
highlv  respected,  he  lived  on  his  farm  in  Simsbury 
until  his  death  in  1798.  The  ten  children  of  Capt. 
Job  and  Joanna  (Wilco.x)  Case  were  as  follows: 
Job,  l)orn  July  21.  1758;  Joanna.  Aug.  9.  1760; 
\'iolet,  Oct.  19,  1762;  Ariel,  Jan.  23,  1765;  Lucy, 
Feb.  14,  1767;  Asenath,  June  12,  1770;  Betsey, 
Dec.  23,  1775;  Frederick,  May  5,  1777;  Grove, 
June  29.  1779;  and  Friend,  Xov.  10,  1781. 

Ariel  Case,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born  Jan.  23,  1765.  on  a  farm  in  Terry's  Plain, 
Simsbury,  and  became  an  extensive  land  owner. 
He  was  engaged  largely  in  stock  raising,  and  spent 
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his  entire  life  on  the  farm.  lio  was  a  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  and  in  poHtics  was  a 
W'liig.  lie  was  a  man,  who  by  his  force  of  char- 
acter and  upright  living  connnanded  high  respect, 
lie  married  (hrst)  Raelicl,  daughter  of  Jonathan 
Latimer,  and  of  this  umon  came  two  children : 
Rachel  Lura,  born  Dec.  30,  1796,  had  seven  children, 
and  died  Oct.  26,  1870;  and  Job,  tlie  father  of  our 
subject.  Ariel  Case  married  (second)  Mrs.  Celia 
Weston,  mother  of  Lorin  Weston. 

Job  Case  was  born  on  the  home  farm  in  Sims- 
bury,  July  29,  1805,  and  died  Dec.  17,  1899,  at  the 
ripe  old  age  of  ninety-four  years.  His  early  edu- 
cation was  only  that  aft'orded  by  the  district  schools, 
and  the  practical  and  valuable  mental  training  of 
his  subsecjuent  years  was  gained  by  his  own  efforts. 
He  made  farming  his  life  vocation.  For  many 
)ear«;  he  was  a  successful  stock  raiser,  and  he  en- 
gaged largely  in  tobacco  growing"  and  in  dairy  and 
general  farming.  He  grew  and  sold  the  first  to- 
bacco in  the  town  of  Simsbury.  Occasionally  other 
enterprises  besides  farming  received  his  attention. 
He  helped  to  construct  several  of  tne  bridges  across 
Farniington  river,  and  was  always  known  as  an 
energetic  and  industrious  man.  He  has  always  taken 
a  deep  interest  in  politics,  not  in  the  sense  of  seeking 
ofhce,  though  frequently  called  to  positions  of  re- 
sponsibility and  trust,  but  for  the  benefit  of  his 
town,  State  and  country,  and  he  almost  always  had 
the  honor  and  privilege  of  casting  the  first  ballot  in 
all  elections  in  Simsbury.  He  cast  his  first  vote 
for  John  O.  Adams,  the  Whig  candidate  for  Presi- 
dent, in  1828,  and  his  last  Presidential  vote  for  Will- 
iam McKinley  in  1896,  always  voting  the  ^^  big  and 
Republican  tickets,  in  1844  he  represented  the  town 
of  Simsbury  in  the  State  Legislature  at  New  Haven, 
served  on  the  board  of  selectman,  filled  various 
local  offices,  and  w^as  captain  of  cavalry  in  the  State 
Militia.  He  was  the  oldest  male  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  was  one  of  the  first 
to  contribute  to  the  fund  to  erect  the  present  church 
edifice.  A  man  of  marked  intelligence,  temperate 
in  all  his  habits,  he  was  highly  respected,  and  though 
at  his  death  the  oldest  male  resident  of  the  town 
of  Simsbury,  he  possessed  all  his  faculties  except 
hearing,  which  was.  slightly  impaired. 

On  April  17,  1828,  Mr.  Case  married  Abigail 
G.  Phelps,  who  was  born  June  16,  1805,  daughter 
of  Oliver  C.  and  Lurannah  (Ensign)  Phelps.  They 
had  a  family  of  five  children:  (i)  Rachel  Lur- 
annah, born  Jan.  28,  1829,  died  July  5,  1830.  (2) 
Ariel  Job,  born  June  2,  1831,  enlisted  during  the 
Civil  war  in  Company  E,  i6th  Comi.  V.  i.,  and  was 
promoted  to  second  lieutenant  of  Company'  H,  same 
regiment.  He  died  Sept.  18,  1875.  On  Aug.  29, 
1854,  he  married  ^lary  E.  Thompson,  and  their  chil- 
dren were:  Lizzie  Thompson,  born  May  26,  1855, 
died  Dec.  14,  1887;  IMinnie  Abigail,  born  Jan.  6, 
1857,  died  Jan.  16,  1859;  Charles  Farnham,  born 
May  22,  1858;  Juna  Amanda,  born  April  28,  i860; 
and  Oliver  Cromwell,  born  Sept.  11,  1862.  Lizzie 


I  Thomi)S(>n  married  Ludlow  Osmond  r)arker,  Sept. 
i  23,  1878,  and  had  one  child,  Ludlow  Osmond,  born 
j  April  20,  1882.  Charles  l'"arnham  married  Jennie 
'  Estelle  Atkins,  (_)cl.  i,  18S3,  and  has  had  three  chil- 
j  dren,  Jvalph  A.,  born  Aug.  15,  1886.  died.  Vvh.  22, 
1899;  Marjorie,  born  June  8,  1888;  and  Marion 
Atkms,  born  Aug.  11,  1896.  Julia  Amanda  mar- 
ried Fred  H.  Carjientcr,  Oct.  6,  1886,  and  has  had 
one  child.  Fred  Donald,  born  Dec.  10,  1889.  Oliver 
Cromwell  married  Mary  Elizabeth  Owen  March  31, 
1886,  and  they  have  had  six  children,  Mabel  Gove, 
born  Jan.  20,  1887  (died  July  17,  1887)  ;  h'rank 
Thompson,  Jan.  1,  1888;  Florence  Mimiie,  June 
29,  1SS9;  Charles  Ariel,  Aug.  5,  1894;  Marguerite 
Esther,  Xov.  25,  1895;  and  Ruth  Elizabeth,  June  9, 
1898.  •  (3)  Alonzo  Grove  is  mentioned  below.  (4) 
Oliver  Cromwell,  born  Dec.  22,  1839,  enlisted  in 
Company  A,  8th  Conn.  V.  L,  and  was  killed  Sept. 
17,  1862,  at  the  battle  of  Antietam.  (5)  Abbie 
Jane,  born  Aug.  11,  1846,  was  married  Feb.  16,  1S70, 
to  George  ]\L  Phelps,  who  was  born  March  22,  1846. 
They  had  one  child,  Pauline  Isabelle,  born  Nov. 
13,  1870,  who  is  a  playwright  in  New  York.  Mr. 
Phelps  is  a  deputy  revenue  collector  of  Hartford 
cotmty,  and  a  resident  of  Bloomfield.  Mrs.  Job 
Case  died  July  13,  1877,  aged  seventy-two  years. 
She  was.  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
a  good  Christian  woman,  wife  and  mother,  and 
gave  to  her  country,  to  help  preserve  the  Union, 
her  three  sons,  one  of  whom  was  sacrificed  on  the 
field  of  battle. 

Alonzo  Grove  Case,  our  subject,  was  born  on 
the  old  homestead  at  Terry's  Plains,  in  the  town  of 
Simsbury,  June  7,  1834.  Flis  early  education  was 
not  neglected,  for  besides  attending  the  public 
schools  of  Terry's  Plains — one  of  his  first  teachers 
being  IMiss  Manala  Terry,  who  is  still  living,  and 
is  the  oldest  woman  in  Simsbury-^he  w'^as  a  student 
at  the  Connecticut  Literary  Listitute,  SufField,  and 
Wilbraham  (ISIass)  Academy.  He  remained  at 
home  W'ith  his  parents  and  engaged  in  farming 
until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war,  enlisting 
in  July,  1862,  in  Company  E,  Capt.  Charles  Bab- 
cock,  i6th  Conn.  \'.  L,  Col.  Frank  Beach.  Fie  was 
mustered  in  as  a  private,  was  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  first  sergeant  Aug.  29,  1862,  second  lieutenant 
Jan.  12,  1863,  and  first  lieutenant  ^Nlay  22,  1863.  At 
the  battle  of  Antietum,  Sept.  17,  1862,  he  was 
wounded  in  the  side  by  a  bullet.  He  participated 
in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  Dec.  12-14, 
1862;  Edenton  Road,  April  24,  1863;  Providence 
Church,  Va.,  May  3,  1863;  Plymouth,  Va.,  April 
20,  1864.  At  the  latter  engagement  h.;  was  shot  in- 
the  foot  and  was  taken  prisoner,  being  confined  in 
Andersonville  prison,  Macon,  Ga.,  until  July,  1864; 
then  at  Savannah,  in  August  and  September,  and 
later  at  Charleston  and  at  Columbia,  S.  C.  He 
was  paroled  Feb.  28,  1865,  and  discharged  r^Iay  15, 
1865.  During  his  prison  life  Mr.  Case  suffered  ex- 
treme privation.  He  was  reduced  to  the  necessiry 
of  clothing  himself  in  a  suit  of  clothes  made  from 
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fiour  sacks,  and  he  wore  upon  his  feet  in  place  of 
slices  pieces  of  cloth  laken  from  an  old  overcoat. 
He  lost  over  fortv-hve  jKnuuls  in  weiylit,  and  suf- 
fered grcativ  froin  luniL;vr,  and  in  consennence  of 
the  ill  treaiinrnt  he  there  received  he  is  to-day  a 
physical  wreck,  suffering:  severely  during  the  past 
six  years  from  asthma  contracted  in  prison. 

After  his  return  from  tlie  war  Mr.  Case  resumed 
farming:,  and  for  the  past  thirty-four  years  he  has 
engaged  in  tobacco  growin;g  and  dair_\"  and  general 
farming,  also  to  some  extent  in  stix-k  dealing.  He 
operates  a  tract  of  fifty  acres,  and  gives  chief  at- 
tention to  the  dairy,  keeping  good  Jersey  stock. 

Mr.  Case  was  married  Oct.  19,  1859,  to  Julia 
Salome  Chattee.  of  Sinisbury,  daughter  of  Alijheus 
and  Julia  (Alderman)  Chattee,  representatives  of 
old  Connecticut  families.  Thomas  Chaffee,  the 
founder  of  tlie  American  family,  settled  in  Hing- 
ham,  Pl_\innuth  Co.,  ^lass.,  in  1637.  One  of  his 
descendants.  Jonathan  Chaffee,  was  tne  grandfather 
of  Mrs.  Case.  He  was  born  Feb.  11,  1765,  and 
married  Sallv  Farnum,  who  was  born  Feb.  11,  1771. 
Their  familv  of"  eleven  children  were  as  follows: 
Josei^h,  horn  }ilay  30,  1791  ;  Billings,  April  13,  1793; 
Alphetis,  Dec.  31.  1795;  Philo,  June  4,  1800:  Henry 
Farimm,  June  11,  1S02;  Truman  Bibbins,  June  19, 
1804  (among  whose  children  was  Gen.  Adna  R. 
Chaffee,  who  commanded  a  division  in  the  Santiago 
(Cuba)  campaign  of  1898,  and  is  now  Maj .-Gen- 
eral commanding  forces  in  China)  ;  Eunice  A.,  Nov. 
6,  1806  (married  Daniel  Gates)  ;  Anna  Tryphena, 
Sept.  22,  iSoS  (married  Fliram  King)  ;  Elbridge 
Garry,  March  13,  181 1  ;  Catharine  T.,  July  27,  1814; 
Sally  Maria,  June  21,  1S16,  married  Josiah  Whiting. 

Alpheus  ChatTee,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Case,  born 
Dec.  31,  1795,  married  Salome  Case,  born  ^vlarch 
II,  1797.  In  the  fall  of  1836  he  drove  with  his 
wife  by  horse  and, carriage  to  Bristol vilLe,  Trumbull 
Co.,  Ohio,  a  long  and  tedious  trip  which  when  a 
young  man  he  once  made  afoot.  His  wife  died  in 
Bristolville,  ^^larch  11,  1837,  leaving  no  children, 
and  Mr.  Chaltee  returned  to  his  native  State.  He 
purchased  the  farm  in  Terry's  Plains  now  owned  by 
our  subject,  and  there  he  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  life,  devoting  his  attention  to  farming.  For 
his  second  wife  he  married  Julia  Alderman,  born 
Feb.  21,  1810,  daughter  of  Chester  and  Dorcas 
(Hoskins)  Alderman,  and  granddaughter  of  John 
Hoskins,  a  Revolutionarv  soldier.  To  Alpheus  and 
Julia  Chaffee,  were  born  four  children :  Julia 
Salome,  born  July  i,  1S39  (wife  of  our  subject)  ; 
Alfred,  Sept.  12,  1841  ;  Alpheus  Eugene,  June  10, 
1S43;  and  Dorcas  Irene,  Sept.  23,  1845,  all  except 
IMrs.  Case  now  deceased.  Alpheus  (Zhaffee  died 
Aug.  2,  1878,  aged  eighty-three  years,  and  was 
buried  at  Simsbury.  Fie  was  liberal  in  church 
views,  and  was  an  attendant  at  the  ^lethodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  where  he  sang  in  the  choir  for 
many  years.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat.  He 
was  a  good  citizen  and  a  kind  husband  and  father. 
His  widow  died  March  10,  1S93,  aged  eighty-three 


years,  a  faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  a  consistent  Christian  through  life. 
Mrs.  Case  cared  \s  ell  for  her  parents  in  their  old  age. 
.^he  is  a  woman  of  keen  intelligence  and  of  re- 
fmed  and  genial  disposition,  is  well-informed  in 
current  literature,  bm  is  also  domestic  in  taste,  be- 
ing devoted  to  her  invalid  husband  and  to  her 
children. 

To  (Ur  subject  and  wife  have  been  born  nine 
children  as  follows:  (i)  Lillia  Irene,  born  Aug. 
10,  iSoo,  was  educated  in  the  di>irict  schools  and 
at  the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute,  Suftield,  and 
taught  school  in  the  Terry's  Plains  District  prior 
to  her  marriage  to  Benjamin  FI.  Shelby  on  April 
30,  1879.  was  born  Feb.  8,  1857,  and  died 

May  17,  1891.  Their  children  were,  Julia  Edith, 
born  Dec.  4,  1879,  who  on  March  8,  1899,  mar- 
ried Arthur  J.  Lowrie,  born  ^Nlay  9,  1876;  Josie 
Irene,  Oct.  5,  18S1  ;  Lillian  Estella,  Xov.  3,  18S2; 
Maud  Elizabeth.  Xov.  11,  1884;  ?vlinnie  Ethel, 
March  13,  1SS6;  and  Alonzo  Benjamin,  Xov.  16, 
18S9.  (2)  Alonzo  Chaffee  born  April  i,  1862,  died 
Aug.  I,  1864.  (3)  Alfred  Terry,  born  Jan.  19, 
1866,  was  married  Xov.  25,  1S91,  to  Elnora  J.  Hun- 
ter, wdio  was  born  Oct.  13,  1871.  They  lived  at 
the  old  home.  They  have  had  four  children,  Ber- 
nice  Florence,  born  Sept.  29,  1892 ;  .Orene  Inez, 
Alay  4,  1895;  Alfred  Job,  April  13,  1898  (died  Dec. 
14,  1899)  ;  and  Lester  Shipley,  Aug.  20,  1899  (died 
Dec.  12,  1899).  (4)  Oliver  Phefps,  born  Jan.  6, 
186S,  was  married  March  14,  1894,  to  Hattie 
Amanda  Siiuons,  who  was  born  Sept.  19,  1872,  and 
they  have  had  one  child,  Flazel  ]\Iarguerite,  born 
IMarch  26,  1896.  They  reside  at  Simsbury.  (5) 
Charles  Pitman,  born  June  19,  1870,  graduated  from 
the  Eastman  Business  College,  Poughkeepsie,  X"". 
Y.  On  Feb.  9,  1899,  he  married  Sarah  Goodwin 
Eno,  who  was  born.  Jan.  25,  1877,  and  they  have 
one  child,  Charles  Pitman,  Jr.,  born  Oct.  3,  1899. 
(6)  Burton  Grove,  born  Aug.  19,  1872,  is  a  car- 
penter. On  r\Iay  24,  1899,  he  married  Bertha  Lati- 
mer, born  Aug.  21,  1876.  .  (7)  Julia  Abigail,  born 
Oct.  29.  1874,  was  educated  in  the  district  schools 
and  ^IcLean's  Seminary,  and  is  also  a  graduate  of 
Drew's  Seminary,  Carmel,  X.  Y.  She  has  been  a 
teacher  for  five  years.  (8)  Jennie  Isabell,  born 
June  24,  1876,  died' Dec.  10,  1876.  (9)  Ida  May, 
born  Feb.  21,  1880,  died  Sept.  8,  1880. 

Our  subject  has  always  been  a  Republican  in 
{Xjlitics.  He  was  elected  to  represent  Simsbury  in 
the  State  Legislature  in  1867,  and  served  on  the  com- 
mittee to  engross  bills ;  was  selectman  of  Sims- 
bury for  two  years  ;  tax  collector  two  years ;  and 
has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of  relief.  For 
over  thirty  years  he  has  been  justice  of  the  peace 
for  Simsbury,  and  in  that  judicial  capacitv  he  has 
been  eminently  fair,  a  statement  which  his  long 
and  uninterruj)led  career  as  justice  sufficiently  at- 
tests. In  1880  and  again  in  1S90  Mr.  Case  took 
the  United  States  census  for  the  town  of  Simsbury. 
Socially,  he  is  amcmbcr  of  St.  .Mark's  Lodge,  X^o. 
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^4,  V.  A.  M.,  an<l  of  Josopii  R.  Toy  Post,  No. 
8^^,  G.  A.  R.,  both  of  Simsbury.  Of  the  laucr  or- 
ganization he  was  two  years  coiiimaiidcr.  Ho  is 
also  a  nuuiber  of  the  Prisoners  of  War  Association 
of  Connecticut,  and  \vas  president  of  same  two 
vears.  Mr.  Case  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  for  several  years  has  been  deacon.  He 
is  a  man  of  genial  tlisposition.  though  a  constant 
sufferer  from  asthma.  He  keeps  well-posted  on  all 
the  leading-  events  of  the  day,  and  the  intellectual 
and  social  life  of  his  home  is  furtlier  stimtilated  by 
the  briglu  character  of  his  wife.  The  children 
are  well-educated,  and  the  daughters  are  members 
of  the  Daughters  of  the  Revolution.  It  is  a  typical 
American  family  in  the  best  phases  of  life,  and  the 
influences  which  radiate  from  its  genial  fireside  are 
ennobling  and  true. 

WALTER  EDWIX  PEX FIELD,  one  of  the 
most  highly-esteemed  citizens  of  East  Berlin,  is  a 
grandson  of  Ansel  and  Sarah  T.  (  Flagg;  Penheld, 
of  Penfield  Hill,  in  Portland,  Conn.  Ansel  Penfield 
was  born  in  1782,  and  his  wife  in  17S4.  His  death 
occurred  Feb.  24,  1809,  his  widow  surviving  for 
nearly  half  a  century,  and  dying  Jan.  3,  1859. 

Titus  Penfield,  son  of  Ansel  and  father  of  Walter 
E.,  was  born  in  the  same  locality  Sept.  2,  1807.  He 
was  a  maker  of  soinning-wheels,  which  were  then  in 
constant  use.  and  had  a  shop  in  the  basement  of  his 
dwelling,  where  he  operated  a  foot-power  lathe. 
During  tlie  latter  years  of  his  life  he  was  a  wood- 
turner for  the  Peck,  Stow  &  Wilcox  Co.  He  was 
a  man  of  deep-seated  convictions,  both  political  and 
religious.  He  was  a  prominent  and  influential 
member  of  the  Second  Congregatonal  Church  of 
Berlin,  although  he  persistently  refused  to  accept 
office  in  the  society.  He  was  no  "fair  weather  Chris- 
tian," but  was  always  present  in  his  pew,  rain  or 
shine.  In  questions  of  public  policy  his  principles 
were  equally  sincere  and  well  defined.  In  early  life 
he  was  a  \\  big :  his  intense  hatred  of  slavery  led  him 
into  the  camp  of  the  Abolitionists  :  he  afterward  af- 
filiated with  the  Republican  party:  and  in  later  life 
he  was  an  ardent  Prohibitionist.  He  was  the  victim 
of  two  severe  physical  afflictions.  In  early  life  he 
injured  his  right  arm  so  that  he  never  after  enjoyed 
its  free  and  full  use,  and  in  addition  to  this  misfor- 
tune he  was  very  deaf.  It  was  this  latter  incapacity 
that  caused  his  death,  Oct.  6,  1892.  While  driving 
across  the  tracks  of  the  Middletown  branch  of  the 
N.  Y.  &  N.  H.  railroad  at  East  Berlin,  and  failing  to 
hear  the  approach  of  an  oncoming  train,  his  vehicle 
was  struck,  and  he  was  instantly  killed.  He  was 
married,  Xov.  24,  1830,  to  Julia  North,  of  East 
Berlin,  who  was  born  March  5,  1804.  She  died 
July  7,  1886,  and  rests  with  her  husband,  in  Wilcox 
cemetery,  at  East  Berlin.  She  was  beloved  by  all 
who  knew  her. 

Titus  Penfield  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  Weaker  E.  being  the  youngest.  The 
others,  in  order  of  birth,  are  mentioned  below : 


!  Henry  North  was  born  Sejn.  I,  1832,  in  East  Ber- 
lin; graduated   from   Oberlin   (Ohioj    College  in 
1803;  married  .Miss  Catherine  Beecher,  of  Ober- 
j  lin,  and  resides  at  Springfield,  Mass.    He  entered  in 
i  the  r25th  O.  \'.  I.  during  the  Civil  war,  was  chosen 
first  lieutenant  and  followctl  Sherman  to  Atlanta, 
where  he  resigU'.d.    Sarah  E.,  born  Feb.  10,  1834, 
1  in.  East  J'>erlhi,  married  Nelson  Willard,  of^ladi- 
j  son,  Conn.,  an  emi)loye  of  the  IV'ck,  Stow  &  \\  ilcox 
i  Co.,  and  died  at  Fast  Berlin.    Susan  A.,  now  Mrs. 
Henry  M.  Dowd,  of  East  Berlin,  was  born  .Sept.  5, 
1835.    Emily  M.,  born  Jan.  28,  1838,  died  Oct.  11, 
following.    Emma  Ann,  tlie  wife  of  Isaac  I\  Bots- 
I  ford,  was  born  F'eb.  23,  1840;  her  home  is  in  Cron;- 
i  Avell,  just  across  the  boundary  line  between  that  town 

■  and  East  Berlin.  Charles  North  was  bom  June  0, 
j  1842;  enlisted  in  Company  G,  16th  Conn.  \'.  I.,  was 
I  mortally  wountled    at    Anti(.tam,    and  liied  three 

months  later.    He  was  subsequentlv  interred  in  the 
Wilco.x  cemetery,  at  East  Berlin. 
;       Walter  E.  Penfield  was  born  in  East  Berlin  Julv 
18,  1844.    H's  school  days  ended  when  he  readied 
the  age  of  sixteen  years,  and  the  battle  of  life  began 
J  for  him  when  he  entered  the  factory  of  the  Roys  & 
!  Wilcox  Co.    There  he  learned  the  trade  of  machin- 
ist, under  the  instruction  of  Rufus  W.  3.Iorse,  ulti- 

■  mately  becoming  a  contractor  in  the  machinist  de- 
,  partment.  After  thirty  years  (in  1892)  he  left  Hie 
i  firm  to  enter  the  service  of  the  Berlin  Iron  Bridge 
i  Co.,  as  a  machinist,  and  has  remained  in  the  latter 
I  company's  employ  ever  since.    During  the  war  of 

the  Rebellion  he  was  a  private  in  Companv  I,  22nd 
;  Cohn.  \'.  I.,  which  regiment  was  first  assigned  to 
:  duty  around  the  defenses  of  Washington,  and  later 
:  ordered  to  Suffolk,  Virginia. 

]Mr.  Penfield  was  married,  June  i,  1870,  to  Josie, 
i  a  daughter  of  Jarvis  and  Susan  W^eed.  Mrs.  Pen- 
!  field  was  born  M9.y  2,  1S43,  and  before  her  marriage 
;  was  a  resident  of  Darien,  Conn.,   Both  lier  parents 

sleep  in  the  peaceful  rural  burying-ground  in  the 

■  town  of  her  birth.  Two  children  have  been  born  of 
,  the  marriage :  Susie  Weed  and  Walter  Grant.  The 
]  daughter  was  born  June  13,  1871  ;  graduated  from 
I  Chase  Dowd"s  seminary,  at  Saratoga,  and  is  living 
i  at  home.  Walter  ^  Grant  Penfield  was  born  Nov. 
;  II,  1872.    He  w^as  educated  at  Yale  College,  but 

left  that  institution  shortly  before  graduation  to 
j  accept  a  position  as  draftsman  in  the  bridge  depart- 
ment of  the  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  &  H.  railway,  his  head- 
:  quarters  being  New  Haven.    This  position  he  filled 
:  with  fidelity  and  ability  for  nearly  two  years,  when 
I  he  resigned  to  volunteer  in  the  Spanish  war,  enlist- 
i  ing  at  New  Haven  in  Battery  C,  FIcavy  Artillery. 
I  A  week  after  reaching  Niantic  he  was  chosen  or- 
j  derly   sergeant,   and   afterward   held   other  posi- 
j  tions  as  a  -non-commissioned  officer.    Two  weeks 
j  before    receiving    his    discharge    he    was  com- 
I  missioned   second   lieutenant.     After   leaving  the 
army   he   returned   to   his   former   position  with 
1  the   railroad    company,   but   not   long  afterward 
Gov.  Lounsbury  commissioned  him  captain  in  the 
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State  niililia,  appointing-  him  an  aide  on  the  stafT 
of  den.  I'rost.  His  wish,  liowever,  was  to  re-enter 
active  service,  so  on  Apiil  lO,  1899,  lie  was  eo:n- 
niissioiKil  second  lieutenant  in  the  i>t  L  .  S.  Infantrv 
abont  to  leave  for  L'uha,  and  en  April  J9.  sailed  fur 
that  island.  He  was  stationed  at  I'mar  Del  Rio,  w  as 
detached  from  his  com])any,  and  held  the  eittice  as 
disbnrsing  officer  for  that  province  until  Auci^ust, 
1900,  when  his  regiment  was  ordered  to  Manila; 
it  arrived  there  Sept.  30.  and  was  ortlered  at  oiice 
to  Marinduque  Island. 

The  political  affiliations  of  Walter  E.  lV-nlie!d 
are  with  the  Repnlilican  party.  He  has  never 
sought  office,  and  when,  in  1897,  he  was  elected 
justice  of  the  peace  he  declined  to  serve.  He  is 
an  active  member  of  the  ^Methodist  Church,  as  is 
also  his  wife,  a  liberal  contributor  to  the  cause  of 
religion,  and  has  been  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school  for  several  vears.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
G.  A.  R. 

Mr.  Penfield's  successful  career  affords  an  illus- 
tration of  the  truth  that  much  may  be  accomplished 
through  energy  and  integrity.  Since  reaching  the 
age  of  sixteen  lie  has  depended  upon  his  own  efforts 
to  accomplish  his  lawful  aims.  To-day  he  enjoys 
the  genuine  respect  of  the  people  among  w-hom  he 
has  grown  up  since  boyhood,  while  his  record,  as  a 
man,  a  citizen,  a  soldier,  a  patriot,  and  a  Christian, 
is  one  of  which  his  children  may  feel  justly  proud. 

STEPHEN  LYMAN  STRICKLAND  comes  of 
a  family  of  -  Enghsh  extraction,  having  come  to 
America  from  Yorkshire.  His  father,  who  was 
also  named  Stephen,  was  born  at  Glastonbury,  and 
married  Nancy  Tryon,  by  wliom  he  was  the  fa- 
ther of  five  children,  as  follows:  Stephen  Lyman, 
George,  Jacob,  Nancv  and  ]Maybell.  George  Strick- 
land was  a  successful  manufacturer  of  shirts  and 
collars.  Jacob  was  a  resident  of  New  Britain,  and 
was  associated  in  business  with  his  brother  Stephen. 
Nancy  married  Rowland  Hale,  of  Glastonbury. 
Maybell  became  the  wife  of  Ethel  North,  of  New 
Britain. 

Stephen  L.  Strickland,  born  1  ept.  22,  1S13,  at- 
tended the  common  schools  of  his  native  town, 
where  he  also  learned  the  trade  of  a  brickmason. 
He  removed  to  New  Britain  about  1836,  and 
shortly  afterward,  Nov.  24,  of  that  year,  married 
Alniira,  daughter  of  Elihu  and  Elizabeth  (Hins- 
dale) Burritt,  who  was  born  July  27,  1S16.  She 
was  a  sister  of  the  distinguished  astronomer,  Elijah 
Burritt,  mentioned  elsewhere,  and  of  Elihu  Burritt, 
the  "Learned  Blacksmith." 

While  yet  a  young  man  Stephen  L.  Strickland 
built  the  old  aqueduct  which  crossed  ^lain  street 
at  the  point  where  that  thoroughfare  is  now  inter- 
sected by  the  railroad  track,  the  construction  of 
which  was  regarded  by  the  citizens  of  those  days 
as  a  stupendous  undertaking.  He  was  also  inter- 
ested in  the  Shuttle  Meadow  w^ater  supply.  In 
^^55  or  '56  he  erected  a  store  adjacent  to  the  "Park 


!  Hotel,"  where  he  began  mercantile  business.  His 
i  commercial  foresight  was  almost  imerring,  and  he 
1  soon  came  to  be  regarded  as  one  of  tlie  foremost 
and  must  enterprising  merchants  of  the  city.  He 
opened  inanv  stores,  at  various  points,  one  being 
located  as  far  west  as  Illinois.    He  built  the  first 
business  bU'ick  in  New  Britain,  and  named  it  for 
himself.     When  a  friend  remonstrated  with  hini 
against  his  follv  in  putting  up  so  pretentious  a 
I  structure  he  replied,  "New  Britain  will  grow  to  it." 
i  Eor  some  years  he  was  in  partnership  with  Darius 
Miller  under  the  firm  name  of  Strickland  &  ]\Iiller, 
1  in  coimection  with  whom  he  conducted  a  dry-goods 
store  in  the  one-story  building  south  of  the  hotel. 
I  Among  his  other  real  estate  holdings  were  the  old 
!  North  Congregational  Church,  now  the  site  of  the 
Burritt  school,  and  also  owned  the  corner  on  which 
now  stands  the  Idaimah  block.    On  the  corner  of 
Main  and  East  Main  streets  he  erected  a  building 
for  his  own  use,  but  since  his  death  his  heirs  have 
converted  a  portion  thereof  into  a  hotel.    His  resi- 
dence stood  directly  opposite  the  site  of  the  present 
"Strickland  House."    Mr.  Strickland's  public  spirit 
was  as  broad  as  his  business  instinct  was  keen,  and 
few  men  of  his  time  did  more  toward  beautifying 
and  enlarging  the  city.    He  was  one  of  the  first 
wardens  of  the, borough,  and  one  of  the  most  highly- 
esteemed  citizens  of  the  town  which  he  helped  to- 
build.    Eraternallv  he  was  a  member  of  tlie  I.  O. 
O.  F.    He  died  Alarch  24,  1865,  when  fifty-two 
years  of  age.    His  marriage  was  blessed  with  two 
children,  Anna  Cornwell  and  Ellen  Louise,  the  lat- 
ter of  whom  died  in  1891.   The  mother  passed  away 
in  December,  1898. 

ELIJAH  EIINSDALE  BURRITT  was  born 
April  20,  1794,  in  New  Britain,  son  of  Elihu  and 
Elizabeth  (Hinsdale)  Burritt,  and  was  the  eldest 
I  of  their  familv  of  ten  children,  of  whom  the  world 
I  had  heard  chiefly  through  the  achievements  and 
philanthrophy  of  Elihu  Burritt  (the  second  young- 
est) the  linguist,  known  as  the  "Learned  Black- 
smith." 

Elijah  Hinsdale  was  an  entailed  name,  handed 
down  through  several  generations  of  his  mother's 
family  in  Kensington,  and  with  the  name  came  a 
little  entailed  homestead  of  eight  acres  and  a  cot- 
tage, where  the  Burritts  lived  during  the  child- 
hood and  youth'  of  Elijah.    The  account  o"f  their 
extreme  poverty  is  somewhat  modified  by  this  fact, 
1  though  the  father  no  doubt  was  obliged  to  struggle 
j  for  the  maintenance  of  such  a  large  family,  espe- 
j  cially  after  his  failure  in  his  flour-mill.   The  mother 
i  was  a  devout  member  of  the  Congregational  Church 
in  the  days  of  Dr.  Smally,  and  it  was  among  her 
godly  friends  in  this  church  that  the  thought  arose 
to  help    Elijah  through  college,  hoping    that  he 
might  become  a  minister.    Accordingly  he  entered 
\\'illiams  College,  supporting  himself  in  great  meas- 
ure, however,  by  teaching.    It  is  no  insigiuficant 
fact  in  this  part  of  his  career  that  he  was  ciiosen 
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first  principal  of  Saiulcrson  Acatlciny,  Aslitit-ld, 
Mass.,  where  he  l)ecaine  the  teacher  of  that  wonder- 
lul  woman,  }ilar\-  Lycni,  and  heard  her  recite  the 
I^atin  grannr.ar  iln\M.L;h  in  une  le.-^S'in,  she  h.aviny 
committed  it  to  memory  in  three  days.  The  neces- 
sity of  self  support  put  ott  yraduatit.n,  and  we  next 
find  Mr.  JUirritt  in  Georgia,  where  he  taught  and 
became  editor  of  a  political  paper  in  M  illedgeville, 
then  the  cai)itol.  He  was  married  during  liis  resi- 
dence in  that  State.  Coming  Xurih  for  commence- 
ment at  Williams  College,  he  found  Columbia  Col- 
lege jtist  having  its  anniversary,  went  in,  passed 
examinations,  and  took  his  t'.ip)lonia  there,  then 
back  to  his  work  in  Georgia.  Though  it  was  thirty 
years  before  the  war  it  was  not  too  early  for  sus- 
picion and  persecution  toward  any  who  were 
thought  to  be  opposed  to  slavery.  3.1r.  Burritt  had 
married  a  slaveholder's  daughter,  and  his  views  on 
that  subject  were  altogetlier  too  broad  for  his 
Northern  friemls.  Perhaps  it  was  for  this  reason 
that  certain  pamphlets  against  slavery  were  sent 
him,  which  he  did  not  at  once  destroy,  but  laugh- 
ingly tossed  to  the  top  of  a  bookcase.  This  in- 
cident was  noted  by  his  political  opponents,  who 
used  them  during  his  absence  to  stir  up  suspicion 
against  him,  and  finally  to  work  his  financial  ruin 
and  his  return  to  the  North. 

Here  in  his  native  home,  New  Britain,  in  an 
atmosphere  of  sympathy,  he  at  once  set  himself  to 
the  finishing  of  a  mathematical  work  for  advanced 
scholars  called  a  Logarithmic  Arithmetic.  He  sold 
this  without  much  delay  for  Sio.ooo,  with  which 
sum  he  was  able  to  purchase  the  brick  building  on 
North  jMain  street,  at  its  junction  with  East  !Main, 
to  which  he  added  the  stone  part  for  a  school  room 
and  built  over  it  an  observatory,  purchasing  tele- 
scope and  other  apparatus  for  an  academy.  Here 
he  taught  for  some  years,  receiving  boarding  pupils 
from  many  towns  in  New  England  and  some  from 
the  South.  As  he  taught  Astronomv  he  felt  the  need 
of  a  text-book  which  should  popularize  the  science 
for  the  young,  and  he  brought  out  a  book  which 
was  at  once  received  with  great  favor,  and  continued 
to  be  taught  widely  for  many  years.  He  called  it 
"The  Geography  of  the  Heavens,"  though  being  a 
Greek  scholar  he  knew  he  should  be  criticised  for 
the  name,  but  yielded  to  his  publishers'  preference. 
The  "Celestial  Atlas"  which  accompanied  it  is  used 
at  the  present  day,  and  some  of  our  noted  astron- 
omers are  even  now  referring  to  this  work  as  giv- 
ing them  their  first  taste  for  the  study.  Prof.  S. 
W.  Burnham,  formerly  of  the  Lick  Observatory, 
now  a  member  of  the  Yerkes  Observatory  staff,  and 
the  greatest  "double  star"  man,  living  or  dead,  who 
ever  placed  his  eye  to  a  telescope,  found  his  first 
incentive  in  this  work.  While  walking  along  the 
street  in  New_  Orleans  one  day,  during  the 
'sixties,  Mr.  Burnham  noticed  an  auctioneer  crying 
off  books,  and  at  Burnham  passed  this  auctioneer 
held  up  a  book,  saying,  "How  much  am  I  offered 
for    Burritt's    'Geography    of    the  Pfeavens?'" 
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To  which  Burnham  replied,  "Fifty  cents."  "Sold," 
said  the  auctioneer.  -Mr.  Burnliam  at  once  began 
to  read  in  this  (to  him)  entirely  new  Ime  of  wurk, 
and  a^  a  result  he  is  now  the  greatest- astronomer 
in  his  line. 

It  was  imder  his  brotlicr's  teaching  that  Elihu 
Burritt  gained  his  first  inspiration  to  higher  study. 
I  The  difference  of  nineteen  years  in  their  ages, 
coupled  with  uncommon  intellect  and  thorough  ed- 
I  ucation  in  the  cider  brother,  easily  accounts  for  the 
I  fact  that  Elihu  always  looked  up  to  him  as  his  su- 
I  perior,  and  referred  to  the  time  spent  in  hib  broth- 
1  er's  academy  as  a  pivotal  period,  when  the  thirst 
I  for  learning  already  awakened  in  him  as  a  boy  in- 
I  creased  to  the  extent  of  turning  his  life  to  its  pur- 
i  suit. 

j        Mr.  Burritt  also  published  some  tables,  called 
i  "The   Cniversal   ^Multiplier."     Besides  being  one 
j  of  the  greatest  scientists  of  his  day,  he  was.  in 
I  every  way,  a  leader  among  men,  of  commanding 
I  presence,  and  had  he  lived  to  the  age  of  his  brother 
Elihu  the  world  w'ould  have  known  as  much  or 
more  of  his  name  and  works.    He  died  in  an  un- 
fortunate expedition  to  Tex.'.s,  at  the  comparatively 
early  age  of  forty-six  years. 


PHILO  SUMNER  BREWER,  a  well-knowi> 
farmer  of  Silver  Lane,  East  Hartford,  was  born  on 
his  present  farm  Jan.  27,  1S36,  and  descends  from 
a  family  that  came  to  America  in  the  "Mayflower." 
In  fact  the  Brewer  family  traces  their  name  in  Eng- 
I  land  back  to  William  the  Conqueror's  time,  and  even 
j  to  Normandy,  as  will  be  seen  by  a  perusal  of  the 
followng  copy  of  a  letter  from  Rev.  Dr.  Cobham 
Brewer,  of  England,  to  ]\Irs.  Emma  W.  (Brewer) 
Bidwell,  of  Connecticut. 

I 

I  Edwin'stone  Rectory,  Newark  (Enrjiand),  /  - 

j  18  March  1886.  \" 

De.\r  Mad.am:     I  have  been  ill,  or  I  would  have 
answered  your  letter  before. 

In  Rymer's  "  Foedora  "  fa  collection  of  laws  and  other 
historic  documents),  the  name  Brewer  occurs  over  and  over 
again  as  one  of  the  signatories  to  grants,  etc.,  by  William  the 
Conqueror.  Evidently  the  family  was  one  of  the  high  court 
officials  under  that  King  William,  Henry  and  John,  are  the 
most  common  christian  names,  and  the  surname  is  spelled 
sometimes  Brewer,  and  sometimes  Bruar,  I'ruyer,  Bruer 
anfl  IJruyere.  They  cenamly  came  over  from  Xormandy 
with  William,  an<l  were  pennleof  considerable  consequence. 
In  the  reign  of  Henry  \'.  a  John  Brewer  married  the  elder 
daughter  of  John  Ohlcastle,  Lortl  Cobham,  whence  the  name- 
Cobham  Brewer.  The  Kent  estate  (Cobham  Park)  would 
have  come  down  in  this  line,  but  Lord  Col)ham  was  executed 
as  a  Wycliffite,  the  first  of  the  martyrs,  and  his  estates  were 
I  confiscated  to  the  Crown.  Of  illustrious  ancestors,  .\ntony 
I  Brewer,  the  poet,  wlio  wrote  the  drama  of  the  "  Five  Senses" 
|16'20*,  in  which  Oliver  Cromwell  took  jiart,  is  of  historic 
notoriety.  Cromwell  performed  Tashus,  in  which  part  occur 
the  lines; 

"  Roses  and  bays  pack  hence!    This  crown  and  robe 
My  brows  and  liody  circles  and  invests; 
How  gallantly  it  fits  mel" 

The  family  in   France,  calle'd  de  la  Bruyere,  is  the 
same,  and  the  famous  I.e  Clerc  de  la  Bruyere,  author  (1715- 
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17o4\  IS  will  known.  When  I  Vw  vA  in  I'aris  I  wa<  always 
callc-ii  .Miin.  lie  Piictfiir  Briiycrc. 

In  any  full  liuiytMphical  dictionary  will  be  Seen  the 
name  i>f  half  a  dniin  otluT  Icbntits  of  tht;  sanio  name. 
1  can:iot  lielii  you  with  ilie  Sfiilrrs  in  tlu-  (."nito  l  States.  I 
tmly  know  that  Some  of  the  name  si-ttlnl  there  :n  tli.-  sev- 
enteenth Century  and  went  o\  i-r  in  the  "  Mayilower." 

The  chief  coats  of  arms  are:  The  Kent  lirewers  and 
Devonshire  IJrewers  To  the  fiirmer  I  belonc.and  tlu  com- 
mon names  arc  William,  John  and  Henry.  1  he  most  com- 
mon names  of  the  Devonshire  IJrewers  are  ^Samuel  and 
.•Xntl-.ony,  but  the  two  have  been  trac«l  to  one  root  by  a 
Miss  Hrewer,  of  I^evon,  who  wrote  me  on  the  suf)jeet  about 
a  year  ago.  In  Burke's  "General  .Vrmory"  the  Devonshire 
arms  are  "Gu;  two  bands  waved,  the  tirst  ar.,  the  second  or. 
Crest,  a  mermaid  with  mirror  and  comb  [>pr."  TheKentfam- 
ily  is  "'Gu.,  two  bends  wavy  or,  a  canton  vaire.  Crest,  out  of 
a  mural  coronet  a  hand  and  arm  couped  at  the  elbow,  hab- 
ited gu.,  billette  or,  holdin.g  in  the  hand  ppr.,  a  battie  axe 
ar."    This  is  the  crest  I  use. 

Besides  these  two  lines.  Burke  gives  the  London  and 
Somerset  Hrewer  family:  ■■Gu.,two  bends  wavy  or;  a  chief 
vaire  a  mullet  for  diff.  Crest,  a  syren  (charged  with  a  mul- 
let for  diff.),  her  human  part  ppr.,  her  tailed  scaled  or:  and 
RU.,  divided  by  parallel  lines,  wavy."  The  Norfolk  and 
Bemondsey  Brewer  family,  the  same  (without  the  mullet). 
Burke  gives  anotL  t  family,  without  county.  "  .\r.  a  lion 
ramp,  tail,  forchee  gu."  And  under  Bruer  (another  s[H'11- 
ingi,  "  Gu  ,  two  bars  wavy  or.  Crest,  a  mermaid,  pjjr." 
The  Kent  Iirewers  are  the  oldest,  as  the  arm  is  older  than 
the  navy,  and  the  arm  with  the  battle-axe  is  older  than  the 
mermaid. 

As  I  said  before,  the  Kent  Bre\vers  came  over  with  WiU- 
a  m  the  Conqueror,  but  the  ]3evonshire  family  was  ennobled 
n  the  reign  of  Elizabeth. 

My  brother,  Dr.  W^iUiam.  Brewer,  has  gone  into  the  sub- 
ject far  more  fully,  and  has  traced  the  tree  up  to  Henry  V, 
but  he  died  last  year.  Probably  his  widow  (addrc  ss  George 
street,  Hanover  Square,  London),  can  give  you  further 
information. 

I  remam,  Your  faithfully, 

K.  CoBHAM  Brewer. 
P.  S. — My  elder  brother  is  the  Sherren  Brewer  (from 
Col.  Sherren  of  the  Guards,  the  mother's  side);  my  family 
is  the  Cobham  Brewer,  from  John  Oldcastie,  Lord  Cobham. 
The  name  lirewer-Plantagenet. 

Having  thus  introduced  the  original  Brewer  fam- 
ily to  the  reader,  a  recountal  of  the  history  of  the 
family  in  America  may  now  be  made.  The  first  of  the 
name  in  this  country  is  supposed  to  have  come  over 
in  the  '■;Mayflower"(but  this  is  uncertain),  and  it  is 
well  known  that  they  were  among  the  early  settlers 
of  Massachusetts,  come  by  what  vessel  they  might. 
The  first  record  of  any  in  Connecticut  shows  that 
they  settled  in  Middletown  in  1672.  The  earliest 
available  record  in  New  England  regarding  the 
family,  dated  at  Ro.xbury,  ^vlass.,  shows  that  Joanna 
Brewer,  said  to  have  come  about  1633,  died  in 
1688,  the  widow  of  Daniel  Brewer,  and  aged  eighty- 
seven  years.  Daniel  was  one  of  three  original 
Brewer  brothers  who  came  from  England,  and  was 
known  first  at  Ro.xbury  and  then  at  Ipswich,  }^Iass., 
in  1642,  and  had  brought  a  family  with  hiin  when 
he  came  to  America.  There  was  also  a  Thomas 
Brewer,  presumably  a  brother  of  Daniel,  and  a 
Thomas  Brewer,  son  of  Thomas,  was  born  al)out 
1C58  at  Lynn,  Mass.,  and  settled  in  Middletown, 
Conn.,  in  1682.  From  him  our  subject  traces  his 
ancestrv  in  the  following  manner : 

Thomas  Brewer,  ancestor  of  nearly  all  the  Con- 


necticut Iirewers,  was  living  in  Lynn,  Mass.,  in  1C172, 
a:  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  and  later  became  a  resi- 
dent of  Glastonbury.  He  married,  jiilv  13,  10S2, 
Sarah  (last  natiie  unknown),  and  tiiey  liad  ten  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  .\iary,  July  28,  1(184; 
I  Thomas,  l'\b.  17,  1OS6-87  ^  ^vas  married  May  4. 
1710.  to 'Sarah,  daughter  ot  Kiehard  Goodaie);- 
Hezekiah,  Feb.  23,  Kvjo;  Sarah.  Dec.  9.  1692;  Jo- 
seph, marcli  20,  1O94-95  (married  Dinah  Smith  ^iay 

20,  1727 J  ;  Benjamin,  Aug.  13,  1O97;  D^i'iie!,  March 
25,  K>99  (mentioned  below)  ;  Lytlia,  July  27,  1701  ; 
Aome  or  Naomi,  Sept.  28,  1703;  and  Alexander, 
Oct.  5,  1706  (died  in  3>Iiddletown,  in  1750,  leavii'.g 
a  widow.  Thankful).  The  son  Joseph  administered 
his  fatiier's  estate,  valued  at  iicx),  Ss,  6d. 

Daniel  Brewer,  son  of  Thomas,  was  probably  a 
resident  of  Aliddleown,  as  his  will  was  dated  at  that 
place,  Jan.  19,  1749,  and  the  record  also  says  that 
he  ■■purchased  one  acre  of  land  near  the  plains  and 
adjoining  river  at  Churchells  Landing,  now  Good- 
speeds,  Portland,  Comi.,  of  Joanna  \\'ilcox,  1727, 
and  paid  £10.''  He  married  Eleanor  Goodalc,  and 
their  children  were  Hezekiah,  bom  Sept.  26,  1725 
(who  lived  in  East  Haddam  in  January,  1754); 
Eleanor,  Jan.  2,  1727;  Edward,  Aug.  24,  1728; 
Richard,  Feb.  21,  1730:  Daniel,  May  3,  1731  (men- 
tioned below)  ;  David,  Feb.  15,  1736;  Seth,  May  21, 
1738;  Remembrance,  ^larch  2,  1741  ;  and  Joanna, 
June  29,  1743. 

Daniel  Brewer  (2),  son  of  Daniel,  married 
(first)  Anna  \'an  Sant.  and  by  that  union  had  one 
child,  Daniel  (3j,  who  is  mentioned  below.  On. 
Jan.  19,  1752,  Daniel  (2)  married  Ruth  Strickland, 
by  whom  he  had  two  children :  Richard,  born  in 
1753,  and  William,  born  in  1756. 

Daniel  Brewer  (3),  born  ?\Iay  14,  1751,  settled 
in  East  Flartford,  in  the  lane  that  lies  betv/een  the 
home  of  the  late  Selden  Brewer  and  the  Connecticut 
river.  Fie  reared  a  large  family,  as  follows:  (i) 
Thankful,  born  Aug.  18,  1773,  married  Joseph 
Smith,  and  died  March  25,  1805.  (2)  Samuel, 
borii  Feb.  18,  1776,  was  one  of  the  wealthiest  farm- 
ers and  most  prominent  men  of  East  Hartford,  and 
the  brick  residence  now  occupied  by  his  grandcliil- 
dren  was  one  of  the  finest  houses  of  the  town  at  the 
time  of  its  erection.  Fie  served  the  town  three  terms 
as  selectman  from  18 19,  and  fottr  terms  as  repre- 
sentative from  1830.  On  Oct.  4,  1797,  he  married 
Prudence  Damon,  who  was  born  }*Iay  15,  1778,  and 
for  his  second  wife  he  wedded  Elizabeth  \V.  Roberts. 
He  died  ^lay  8,  1847.  (3)  Reuben,  born  Feb.  25, 
1778,  married  Eunice  Hills.     (4)  Anne,  born  Jan. 

21,  1782,  married  Reuben  Smith,  of  East  Hartford. 
(5)  Abigail,  born  May  10,  1784,  married  James 
liills,  of  East  Hartford.  (6)  ik-tsey,  born  Nov.  27, 
1786,  married  Rtissell  Taylor,  of  Cilastnnbtiry.  (7) 
Allen,  born  March  23,  1789,  married  \'elina  Bidwell. 

(8)  Emalia,  born  Aug.  18,  1791,  died  Feb.  25,  1798. 

(9)  Lttcy,  born  Feb.  12,  1794,  married  Matthias 
Treat,  of  East  Hartford.    (10)  Daniel,  born  Feb. 

22,  1796,  married  Sarah  A'iets.  (11)  Emalia  (2), 
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born  Ai>ril  9.  married  A!vin  X'ilihcrts.  (12) 

George,  born  July  6,  iSoo.  is  nuiitionotl  liclow. 

Cioorce  Drcwcr,  father  of  our  >r.l>ieot.  was  reareil 
on  the  farm  now  iKeupied  by  the  SeUlcn  Brewer 
lieirs.  He  attended  tlie  coninicn  schools  a  sliort 
term  eacli  winter,  and  his  summer  seasons  were 
devoted  to  hard,  steady  lal>or,  on  the  homestead 
until  liis  marriai;e,  Sept.  12,  1820.  to  Sarah  Treat, 
who  was  born  Sept.  7,  1794.  antl  whp  bore  her  lius- 
band  four  children,  born  as  follows:  Elisha  C,  Xov. 
5,  i82i;Onu-i  P.,  Sept.  4,  1823:  All)ert  F..  Sept.  4, 
1825;  and  George  C..  Sei)t.  13,  1827.  Mrs.  Sarah 
(Treat)  Brewer  died  Oct.  8.  182S,  and  Feb.  22.  1S29, 
Mr.  Brewer  for  his  second  wife  married  ^^rs.  Fannie 
Stevens,  widow  of  Jason  Stevens,  of  Glastonbury, 
bv  whom  she  was  the  mother  of  two  children,  Cor- 
iieHa  H.  and  Abigail  S.  To  this  second  marriage 
were  born  eight  children  :  Delia,  James  F.,  Sarah  A., 
Philo  S.  (our  subject),  Eliza  A.,  Jason,  John  ]\[., 
and  W  illiam  II. 

Pliiio  S.  Brewer's  earlier  education  was  received 
at  the  district  school.  Later  he  attended  the  East 
Hartford  Academv  until  seventeen  years  of  age, 
when  he  returned  to  his  father's  farm  and  after- 
wards took  up  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker,  serving  his 
apprenticeship  under  George  Risley,  whose  shop 
stood  on  the  hill  south  of  James  F.  Comstock's  place. 
Soon  after  Mr.  Brewer  erected  a  shop  upon  tlie 
grounds  now  occupied  by  his  residence,  and  carried 
on  fine  shoemaking  successfully  for  thirteen  years, 
or  until  the  Civil  war  broke  out  and  paralyzed  this 
industry.  He  then  turned  his  attention  to  tobacco- 
growing,  in  1S64  purchasing  a  portion  of  the  old 
homestead.  As  a  thriftv  and  progressive  tobacco- 
grower  Mr.  Brewer  is  among  the  most  successful  in 
town.  He  is  highly  respected  as  a  selfmade  man, 
and  as  a  man  of  sterling  character,  uj^right  and  hon- 
orable as  a  citizen  :  keen,  honest  and  reliable  as  a 
business  man,  one  whose  name  among  the  towns- 
people stands  without  a  blemish. 

On  Sept.  29,  1857,  Mr.  Brewer  married  MTss 
IMary  Hurlburt,  a  native  of  Glastonbiirv,  and  a 
daugliter  of  Austin  and  Ann  (Risley)  Hurlburt, 
which  union  has  been  blessed  with  seven  children 
(i)  Fannie  A.,  born  Sept.  16,  1859,  died  Sept.  3, 
t86i.  (2)  Flerbert  E.,.born  Aug.  27,  1861,  died 
June  8,  1862.  (3)  Kate  H.,  born  April  16,  18^3, 
died  Xov.  26,  1863.  (4^  Minnie  A.,  born  xA.pri!  10, 
1865,  died  Sept.  14,  1865.  (These  children  lie 
buried  in  the  Hockanum  cemetery).  (5)  Everett  P., 
born  Jan.  18,  1869,  is  an  employe  of  the  firm  of 
Olds  &  \\'hipi)le,  Hartford.  Conn.  :  he  married  Grace 
G.  Burt,  of  Longmeadow,  Mass.,  and  had  two  chil- 
dren, Philip  E.,  who  died  Sept.  12.  1899,  ^"^1  Wen- 
dall  H.,  born  June  25,  1900,  now  living  in  Hocka- 
num. (6j  Ellena  li.,  born  Sept.  29,  1874,  is  living 
at  home.  (7)  Leslie  L.,  born  April  21,  1879,  is 
studying  law  at  Yale  University  ( Xew  Haven, 
Conn.). 

Mr.  Brewer  is  a  very  poi^ular  citizen.  In  politics 
lie  is  a  Democrat,  and  has  filled  several  local  offices 


;  with  credit  to  himself,  being  now  treasurer  of  tlio 
i  Cemetery  committee,  b'or  four  or  five  years  he  was 
;  a  member  of  the  board  of  relief,  ami  was  elected  a 
!  justice  of  the  peace,  but  declined  to  serve.  He  is 
,  charter  member  of  the  East  Hartford  Grang'e,  has 
;  served  as  it^  treasm-er,  and  has  made  himself  useful 
I  it",  many  other  waxs.  The  familv  attend  the  South 
j  Congregational  Church,  of  which  ?^lrs.  Brewer,  her 
I  daughter  and  sons  are  memlKTs,  and  to  the  support 
i  of  which  ]\Ir.  Brewer  contributes  most  Iil)erallv. 
j 

WALTER  BRE\M£R  ]X  )RMAX,  a  well-known 
blacksmith  and  farmer  of  X'ewington,  was  bjrn  in 
Farmington,  Flartford  Co..  Conn.,  May  25,  1S38, 
;  a  son  of  Israel  and  Esther  (Stone)  Dorman,  natives 
j  of  Burlington,  who  are  now  deceased,  their  remains 
being  interred  in  Farmington.  In  their  familv  were 
five  sons:  Rodney,  Alford,  Julius,  Austin  and  Wal- 
ter B.  The  father  was  a  trapper,  hunter  and  farmer. 

Until  seventeen  years  of  age  our  subject  assisted 
his  father  in  the  operation  of  the  home  farm.  In 
Farmington  he  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade  with 
Celar  Westcott,  who  married  his  sister  Katherine, 
and  remained  with  him  for  five  years.  He  then  went 
to  Winsted,  Conn.,  where  he  worked  for  a  ^Ir.  Hall 
four  or  five  months,  and  later  was  employed  at  his 
trade  in  Cheshire  and  Waterbury  until  June,  1862. 
On  the  24th  of  the  following  August  he  enlisted  in 
Company  C,  14th  Conn.  \'.  I.,  but  was  soon  trans- 
ferred to  Company  E,  and  played  B  bass  or  baritone 
in  the  regimental  band.  From  Waterbury  he  went 
to  Flartford,  and  from  there  started  with  his  reg- 
iment to  the  front  Aug.  25,  arriving  "at  Antietam 
Sept.  17.  The  14th  Conn,  was  one  of  the  hardest 
fighting  regiments  in  the  army,  and  among  the  en- 
gagements in  whicli  he  participated  were  the  battles 
of  Fredericksburg,  Dec.  13,  1S62;  Chancellorsville, 
O^Iay  2-3,  1863;  Gettysburg,  Julv  2-3,  1863;  Wilde:-- 
ness,  I\Iay  5-6,  1864;  Spottsylvania,  May  12,  1864; 
and  Petersburg,  June  17,  1864.  They  were  in 
active  service  until  Lee's  surrender.  April  10,  1865, 
and  were  honorably  '  discharged  June  25,  1865. 
After  the  war  Mr.  Dorman  \yorked  for  his  brother- 
in-law,  IVIr.  Westcott,  for  about  a  year.  In  1868  he 
built  his  present  shop  on  !Maple  avenue,  X'ewington, 
on  the  Hartford  and  X'ew  Haven  turnpike,  and  there 
he  has  since  made  his  home,  owning  and  operating 
thirty-seven  acres  of  land  in  connection  with  work 
at  his  trade.  For  several  years  he  devoted  consider- 
able attention  to  tobacco  culture,  but  now  raises  prin- 
cipally tomatoes  for  the  cannerv,  potatO'"«.  corn.  etc. 

Mr.  Dorman  was  married,  Oct.  25,  1865,  to  Miss 
Abbie  Rockwell,  who  was  born  Jan.  6,  1834,  in  an 
i  old  house  which  stood  on  the  site  of  their  present 
comfortable  home  in  Xewington.  Her  parents, 
Robert  and  Harriet  (Whapples)  Rockwell,  are  now 
deceased  and  buried  in  X'ewington.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dorman  have  had  three  children,  whose  names  and 
dates  of  birth  are  as  follows:  Robert  Walter,  Xov. 
28,  1866;  Louis  Westcott,  April  19.  1868;  and  Har- 
riet Rockwell,  Oct.  6.  1869.    The  daughter  became 
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the  wife  of  Charles  L.  Luce,  of  Xowington,  and  died 
Nov.  2,  1895.  The  wile  and  niotlier  is  a  most  esti- 
mable lady,  and  a  consistent  member  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church.  Socially  Mr.  Dorman  belongs  to 
Phcvnix  Lodge,  Xo.  5_',  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Xew  Britain  ; 
and  iKiliticallv  is  idvntilied  with  the  Democratic 
jiarty.  Me  has  most  creditably  and  acceptably  filled 
the  offices  of  constable  and  collector,  for  one  term 
each ;  and  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  relief  three 
terms,  the  latter  ending  in  1899.  ile  is  a  man  of 
indomitable  perseverance  and  energy,  a  skilled  work- 
man, and  a  strong  believer  in  "'what  is  worth  doing 
at  all  is  worth  doing  well." 

JOIIX  WESLEY  PHELPS,  deputy  sheriit  of 
Hartford  county,  an  army  officer  during  the  Civil 
war,  and  one  of  the  best-known  citizens,  farmers 
and  tobacco  growers  of  the  town  of  Simsbury,  is 
a  native  of  Connecticut,  born  April  22,  1S36,  in 
Simsbury  Center. 

The  Phelps  familv  of  Simsbur}-  trace  their  an-  ! 
cestry  to  \\"illiam  Phelps,  who  was  Iwrn  in  1599,  I 
in  Tewkesbury,  England,  emigrating  thence  to  this  I 
country  in  1630,  a.id  becoming  one  of  the  earliest 
colonists  of  Xew  England.    His  son  Joseph,  born 
ill  England,  died  in  Simsbury,  Conn.,  in  16S4; 
Joseph  (2),  was  born  Aug.  27,  1667;  Lieut.  David, 
May  7,  1710;  ^laj.-Gen.  Xoah,  Jan.  22,  1740;  Col. 
A'oah  A.,  May  3,  1762;  Hector  Fayette,  July  25, 
1797;  and  John  Wesley,  April  22,  1836.    Of  the 
above :  j 

Joseph  Phelps  (2)  was  born  in  Windsor,  and 
died  in  Simsbury,  Jan.  20,  1750.    Pie  first  mar-  j 
ried  Hilary  Collier,  of  Llartford ;  his  second  wife  j 
was  Sarah  Case,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Spen-  | 
cer)  Case,  of  Simsbury.    She  died  ~Sla.y  2,  1704, 
and  he  next  married  Alary  Case,  daughter  of  Rich-  j 
ard  and  Elizabeth  (Purchase)  Case;  this  third  wife  ' 
died  Sept.  10,  1757.    To  the  first  marriage  of  Jo-  | 
seph  (2)  were  born  three  children:  Joseph,  Oct.  i 
9,  16S9,  settled  at  Turkey  Hills;  Hannah,  Oct.  25,  j 
1693,  was  married  to  Samuel  Humphrey ;  ^Vlary,  | 
Oct.  17,  1696,  died  Jan.  9,  1713.    To  the  second  i 
marriage  of  Joseph  (2)  were  born:  Sarali,  .Vug.  ii, 
1700,  died  June  14,  1714;  and  Damaris,  March  5,  | 
1703,  married  John  ]\Iills,  of  Canton.    To  the  third  j 
marriage  were  born  four  children  :  John,  Feb.  14,  j 
1707,  died  Jan.  5,  1713;  Elizabeth,  April  7,  1709,  j 
married  Daniel  Hoskins  July  23,  1725  ;  Lieut.  David,  ; 
May  7,  1710;  and  Amos,  who  married  Sarah  Petti- 
bone. 

Lieut.  David  Phelps,  son  of  Joseph  (2),  a  na- 
tive of  Simsbury,  married  April  25,  1 731,  Abigail 
Pettibone,  who  was  born  in  the  same  town  April 
22,  1706-07,  and  was  a  daughter  of  John  (Jr.), 
and  ]Mary  (Bissell)  Pettibone.  David  Phelps  was 
commissioned  lieutenant  of  militia  in  1756,  served 
in  the  French  and  Indian  wars,  and  died  of  small 
pox  Dec.  10,  1760,  his  remains  being  buried  at 
Simsbury.  His  widow  married  Deacon  David 
Strong-,  of  Bolton,  and  died  Oct.  17,  1787,  and  in 


I  *" 
I  her  honor  the  chapter  of  the  D.  A.  R.  at  Simsbury 
I  was  named.     1  he  children  born  to  Lieut.  David 
Phelps  and  his  wife  were  ten  in  number:  David, 
I  born  May  7,  1732,  died  July  10,  of  the  same  }  ear ; 
i  David  (2),  born  ALnrch  26,  1734,  was  an  ancestor 
j  of  the  Dodge  family  of  Simsbury;  Abigail,  born 
j  X'ov.  5,  l'735,  was  married  i,firstj  to  a  Mr.  Gris- 
wold  and  (second)  to  Amasa  Case;  Elisha,  born 
Oct.  iyA73i7,  was  a  captain  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  tlicd  in  Albany.  X'.  Y.,  July  14.  1776; 
Maj.-Gcn.  Xuah  was  born  Jan.  22,  1740;  Rachel,, 
born  Dec.  10,  1741,  was  married  to  Hon.  Daniel 
Humphrey,  a  delegate  to  the  convention  that  rati- 
fied the  Federal  Constitution  ;  Ruth  was  born  Sept. 
^5>  1743;  Sarah,  Oct.  15,  1745;  Susannah,  Jan.  4, 
1748;  and  Lois,  !March  27,  1750. 

Maj-Gen.  Xoah  Phelps,  great-grandfather  of 
our  subject,  married,  June  10,  1761,  Lydia  Griswold, 
of  Poquonock,  who  was  born  April  25,  1743,  and 
died  Sept.  17,  1S21,  having  lost  her  husband  March 
4,  1809.  The  children  born  to  the  General  and 
wife  were  five  in  number :  Col.  Xoah  Amherst, 
born  May  3,  1762;  Lydia  G.,  Feb.  25,  1764;  Chand- 
ley  Conway,  Oct.  22,  1766;  Georg-e  G.,  Aug.  18, 
1773  (died  in  Ohio)  ;  and  Elisha,  Xov.  16,  1779. 
The  last  named  was  one  of  the  prominent  men  of 
the  State,  was  an  attorney,  and  represented  his 
district  in  Congress.  Fie  owned  the  first  piano  and 
the  first  Brussels  carpet  in  Simsbury.  He  married, 
April  16,  1810,  at  ]\Iiddletown,  Conn.,  Lucy  Smith, 
and  had  one  son,  who  became  governor  of  ^Missouri 
and  a  member  of  Congress ;  and  two  daughters,. 
Lucv  J.,  who  was  married  to  Amos  R.  Eno,  whose 
biography  appears  on  another  page,  and  ]\Iary  A., 
who  married  John  Allen.  Gen.  Phelps,  who  was 
born  on  the  east  side  of  Farmington  river,  settled 
in  the  village  of  Simsburv  some  vears  after  his  mar- 
riage,  and  lived  on  the  property  now  owned  by  the 
Amos  Eno  heirs.  He  was  identified  with  several 
industries  of  the  town,  and  was  very  prominent, 
especially  in  military  circles.  He  was  commissioned 
a  lieutenant  in  the  militia  in  1771,  captain  in  1774, 
lieutenant-colonel  in  1777,  brigadier-general  in  1792, 
and  major-general  in  1796,  and  the  documents  per- 
taining thereto  are  now  in  the  possession  of  Dr, 
Henry  Eno,  of  Saugatuck,  Conn.  Gen.  Phelps, 
among  other  daring  deeds,  passed  alone  through 
the  enemy's  lines  at  Ticonderoga,  was  there  shaved, 
gathered  all  the  information  he  desired,  and  was 
being  rowed  back  across  the  river,  en  route  to  his 
own  corps,  when  the  oarsman  suspected  him  to  be 
an  American,  and  started  to  return  to  the  British 
lines ;  but  the  General  was  the  stronger  man  of  the 
two,  and  compelled  the  ferryman  to  finish  the  trip. 
It  was  due  to  the  information  thus  gleaned  by 
Gen.  (then  Capt.)  Phelps  that  Ethan  Allen  planned 
his  attack  on  and  captured  Fort  Ticonderoga,  the 
day  following.  Gen.  Phelps  also  served  twenty- 
two  years  as  the  second  judge  of  probate  in  Sims- 
bury;  as  justice  of  the  peace,  as  well  as  sheriii.  and 
as  representative  in  the  General  Assembly  twenty 
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sessions;  and  was  tho  owner  of  considerable  prop- 
erty. 

Co!.  Noah  Amherst  Phelps,  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  graduated  from  Yale  College  in  1783, 
studied  law,  and  practiced  in  Simshury.  lie  w;is 
a  colonel  of  militia,  was  active  in  public  affairs,  and 
frequently  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature.  At 
tlie  time  of  his  death,  June  19,  1817,  he  was  post- 
master, lie  was  intellectual,  kind  and  generous, 
and  a  leader  among  men.  On  July  31,  1784,  hj  mar- 
ried Charlotte  V\  ilcox,  who  was  born  Aprd  4,  1766, 
and  died  Dec.  15,  1S31,  the  mother  of  the  foUowiiig 
named  children:  Charlotte  }»Ielissa,  born  Oct.  11, 
1786,  married  Frederick  Jewett,  of  Granby,  and 
died  Dec.  29,  1871.  Noah  Amherst,  Jr.,  born  Oct. 
16,  178S,  married  (first)  Delia  Clark,  of  Bloom- 
field,  and  (second)  Catherine  St.  John,  of  Xcw 
Haven  ;  he  was  educated  at  Yale,  studied  law,  and 
practiced  in  Hartford ;  was  sheriff  of  the  county ; 
collector  of  customs  at  the  port  of  iNIiddletown; 
and  Secretary  of  State  1842-44;  he  died  in  Sims- 
bury  Aug;  26,  1872.  Jeffery  Orson  was  born  Feb. 
I,  1 79 1.  Fanny  Rosanna,  born  ^^larch  8,  1795, 
married  Jonathan  Pettibone,  Jr.,  and  died  Aug.  22, 
1877,  in  W'illmiantic,  Conn.  Hector  F.,  born  July 
25,  1797,  is  mentioiied  belo\v.  Emma  Maria,  born 
Dec.  10,  1799,  was  married  to  William  Atather,  Jr., 
and  died  March  21,  1862.  Guy  Rowland,  born 
April  I,  1802,  became  a  physician,  later  manufact- 
ured medicines,  and  was  the  founder  of  the  Con- 
necticut Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co.,  realizing  a  large 
competence;  his  death  took  place  ]March  18,  1869, 
in  Hartford,  his  remains  being  interred  in  Sims- 
bury  ;  his  only  child  is  ^Nliss  Antoinette  Randolph 
Phelps,  of  Hartford.  George  Dwight  Phelps,  the 
3-oungest  of  this  family,  w^as  born  April  6,  1804, 
and  when  a  young  man  went  to  New  Y^ork  City 
begun  business  life  as  a  clerk  in  a  drug  store  at 
the  corner  of  Wall  and  Water  streets,  later  became 
proprietor,  acquired  a  large  estate  through  his  own 
efJorts,  and  died  Aug.  31,  1872. 

Hector  Fayette  I'helps,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Simsbury,  and  was  educated  there. 
He  read  law  with  his  uncle,  Elisha  Phelps,  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1833,  and  at  once  began  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  Hartford  county.  He" 
resided  at  Simsbury,  and,  in  addition  to  his  law 
practice,  farming  and  tobacco  growing  received  a 
share  of  his  attention.  He  was  well-known  through- 
out the  county.  He  held  allegiance  to  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  was  active  in  politics,  many  local 
ofifices  being  from  time  to  time  ably  administered 
by.  him.  For  several  years  he  was  justice  of  the 
peace  in  Simsbury,  and  he  was  deputy  sheriff  for 
many  years.  Fraternally  he  was  a  member  of  St. 
Mark's  Lodge,  No.  36, 'F.  &  A.  M.  On  Jan.  i, 
1827,  Air.  Phelps  was  married  in  Wintonburg,  now 
Bloomfield,  to  Roxanna  Selina  Barnard,  a  native 
of  Bloomfield,  who  was  born  Jan.  19.  1806,  daugh- 
ter, of  James  Harvey  Barnard.  To  Hector  F.  and 
Roxanna  S.  Phelps  came  the  following  children: 


I  Emma  Maria,  born  Feb.  27,  1828,  is  the  wife  of 
!  Rollin  L.  llawley,  of  Springfield,  Mass.  I'rances 
'  Henrietta,  born  Alay  30,   1830,  became  tlie  wife 
of  Ho}  t  Moses,  and  both  died  in  Sim^liury.  Mar- 
garet Emogene,  born  June  3,  1832,  married  Abrani 
[  Aloses,  of.  Meriden,  and  both  are  now  deceased, 
i  Hector  Fayette,  born  Junv  23,  1834.  married  Oc- 
'  tavia  How'land,  of  Springlield,  ]\lass.,  and  is  now 
I  deceased.      John  Wesley,  our  subject,  was  bora 
April  22,   1836.    i\Iary   Paulina,  born  April  13, 
1838,  is  the  wife  of  Selah  A.  Hall,  of  Meriden. 
George  M.,  born  March  22,  1S46,  deputy  revenue 
collector  of  Bloomfield,  married  Abbie  Case,  daugh- 
ter of  Job  Case,  of  Simsbury.    The  mother,  who 
was  a  faithful  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church  and  a 
good  Christian  woman,  a  devoted  wife  and  mother, 
died  at  her  home  in  Simsbury  Nov.  3,  1881.  The 
father  died  Feb.  10,  1874. 

John  Wesley  Phelps,  our  subject,  spent  his  boy- 
hood days  on  his  father's  farm,  attending  the  dis-- 
trict  schools  and  also  select  schools.  Fie  was  among- 
the  first  to  enlist  from  his  State  wdien  the  Civil  w^ar 
began,  enlisting  'May  7,  1861,  at  Hartford,  in  re- 
sponse to  the  call  for  three-months'  men,  in  Com- 
pany H  (Capt.  James  W.  Gore),  2d  Conn.  V.  I. 
(Col.  Alfred  H.  Terry).  He  participated  in  the 
battle  of  Bull  Run,  July  22,  1861,  and  was  mustered 
out  at  Hartford  Aug.  7,  following.  Returning 
home  I\Ir.  Phelps  re-enlisted,  Nov.  21,  1861,  in 
Company  H  (Capt.  Joseph  R.  Toy),  12th  Conn. 
\'.  I.  (Col.  Henry  C.  Deming),  being  mustered  in 
as  sergeant,  and  the  regiment  was  sent  to  Louis- 
iana. Mr.  Phelps  participated  in  the  engagem.ents 
j  at  Georgia  Landing,  Oct.  27,  1862:  capture  of 
j  gunboat  "Cotton,"  Jan.  14,  1863 ;  Pattersonville, 
March  27,  1863;  Bisland,  April  13,  1S63;  siege  of 
Port  Hudson,  ]\Iay  25  to  July,  1863.  He  was  dis- 
charged Dec.  31,  1863,  at  Brashear  City,  La.,  under 
Capt.  John  P.  Lowell,  and  re-enlisted  in  January, 
1864,  becoming  first  sergeant  in  Company  H  (Capt. 
James  E.  Smith),  12th  Conn.  V.  I.,  under  Col. 
George  N.  Lewis.  In  the  Virginia  campaign  of  1864 
he  participated  in  the  battles  of  Winchester,  Sept. 
19;  Fisher's  Hill,  Sept.  22;  and  Cedar  Creek,  Oct. 
19.  He  was  discharged  Nov.  28,  1864.  Re-enlist- 
ing in  Company  C,  12th  Battalion,  under  Maj. 
Sydney  E.  Clark,  he  was  commissioned  first  lieu- 
tenant, and  commanded  the  company  stationed  in 
Virginia  and  at  Savannah,  Ga.  He  participated  in 
!  the  grand  review  at  V'ashington,  D.  C,  and  was 
mustered  out  at  Hartford  Aug.  12,  1865,  as  first 
lieutenant,  under  Capt.  John  ^Mullen. 

On  his  return  home  Lieut.  Phelps  at  once  turned 
his  attention  to  farming,  settling  upon  his  present 
farm  in  the  \Veatogue  District,  Simsbury,  wdiere 
he  has  ever  since  been  engaged  in  the  raising  of 
stock,  in  tobacco  growing,  and  in  general  fanning. 
He  married,  April  18,  1876,  Mary  E.  Buckley,,  a 
native  of  New  Milford,  Litchfield  county,  daughter 
I  of  Dennis  and  Mary  (Lynch)  Buckley.  To  our  sub- 
'  ject  and  wife  two  children  have  been  born  :  Natlianie 
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]>ainarcl,  who  was  educated  in  McLean  Seminary, 
Sinishury,  and  at  Drew  Ladies'  Senunary,  Canuel, 
K.  v.;  and  Mari;aret  Stevens,  who  lini>hed  her 
tducaliiMi  at  McLean  Seminary  and  at  Mrs.  Cady's 
School,  in  Xew  Haven. 

Mr.  I'helps  is  in  poh'tics  a  RepuhHcan,  and  is  the 
oniv  meml)er  of  his  family  who  has  always  voted  the 
ticket  of  that  party.  In  1S77  he  was  elected  to  the 
State  Legislature,  and  served  as  clerk  of  the  military 
committee.  He  has  been  selectman  for  several 
terms,  has  been  assessor,  has  served  on  the  board  of 
relief,  in  school  work,  and  in  other  local  c^fficial 
capacities.  h\  ]S8i  he  was  appointed  deputy  sheriff 
bv'  SheritY  Alva  \\".  Spaulding-,  and  served  continii- 
ouslv  in  that  position  for  ten  years.  In  1895  he 
was  reappointed  by  Sheriff  Edwin  J.  Smith,  and  is 
now  in  his  sixth  year  of  service  since  his  reappoint- 
ment. He  is  a  member  of  St.  Mark's  Lodge.  Xo. 
36,  F.  &  A.  ^L.  and  of  Capt.  Joseph  R.  Toy  Post, 
No.  83,  G.  A.  R.,  of  which  he  is  past  commander. 
He  is  generous  in  spirit,  genial  and  whole-souled 
in  disposition,  and  one  of  the  popular  citizens  of 
Hartford  cotmty. 

SAMUEL  FORBES  (deceased),  in  his  day  a 
progressive  and  successful  farmer,  passed  the  lat- 
ter vears  of  his  life  in  Silver  Lane,  town  of  East 
Hartford,  where  his  widow  and  two  sons  still  re- 
side. He  was  a  descendant,  in  the  seventh  genera- 
tion, from  Capt.  James  Forbes,  the  fotmder  of  the 
faniilv  in  America,  who  died  in  the  town  of  East 
Hartford  Xov.  27,  1692,  and  of  whose  progeny  a 
full  record  is  given  elsewhere  in  the  biographical 
sketch  of  Hon.  James  Stanley  Forbes,  so  that  it  is 
necessary  here  only  to  trace  the  descent  of  our  sub- 
ject from  his  great-grandfather,  Elijah,  of  the  fourth 
generation  from  Capt.  Forbes. 

Elijah  Forbes  was  born  in  1746.  married  Re- 
becca Oilman,  was  a  farmer  at  Scotland  (now 
Eurnside),  and  died  in  1826,  the  father  of  the  fol- 
lowing named  children :  Jared,  who  died  in  the 
West;  Joseph,  who  lived  in  Burnside  (then  called 
Scotland),  later  in  ]\Iiddletown,  Conn.,  and  in 
Poughkeepsie,  X.  Y.,  where  he  died;  Elijah,  grand- 
father of  our  subject;  and  IMabel,  who  was  mar- 
ried to  Samuel  Chandler,  lived  in  Manchester, 
Conn.,  some  years,  and  in  1833  migrated  to  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  when  it  was  a  mere  village  (they  bought 
land  which  has  since  become  verv  valuable,  and 
their  descendants  are  among  the  most  wealtliy  resi- 
dents of  that  now  great  city). 

Elijah  Forbes,  of  the  fifth  generation  from  the 
Captain,  and  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born 
and  lived  all  his  life  on  the  old  farm  in  Burnside, 
on  which  he  built  the  house  now  occtnied  bv  E. 
Hart  Forbes.  He  first  married  Esther  Hills,  a  na- 
tive of  Hillstown,  v.'ho  bore  him  children  as  follows' 
Austin,  Horace,  Laura,  Sydney  and  Leonard.  After 
the  death  of  his  first  wife  Elijah  Forbes  married 
Wealthy  I'.ryant,  who  bore  him  one  child,  E.  ILart. 
Of  the  children  born  to  the  first  marriage  of  Elijah 


I'orbes.  three  were  married,  to-wil  :  Laura,  who  be- 
came the  wife  (^f  Era  Wright,  an  upholsterer  of 
Philadelphia,  Penn.,  and  had  two  sons,  Era  and 
Fred;  Sydney,  the  father  of  our  subject,  an  ac- 
count of  wlinm  will  be  given  in  detail  fartlier  on; 
and  Leonard,  wlm  tirst  married  a  Miss  Hills,  after 
her  death  wedded  H.arriet  Ellis,  ami  after  the  death 
of  the  latter  married  Fannie  I'JIis,  si^ter  of  the  sec- 
ond wife.  E.  Hart  Forl)es.  the  child  born  to  the 
second  marriage  of  Elijah,  married  ^^Largaret- 
Brooke,  who  Ix.re  him  four  children,  Harriet,  Mary, 
Leonard  and  Frank. 

Sydney  Forbes,  father  of  Samuel  Forbes,  and 
of  the  sixth  generation  from  Capt.  James  Forbes, 
was  born  Dec.  31,  1803,  in  Scotland  (now  Burn- 
side), in  the  house  which  E.  Hart  Forbes  now  oc- 
cupies. He  was  educated  in  the  district  school,  and 
lived  with  his  parents  until  his  marriage,  when  his 
father  built  for  him  a  hru.^e  on  J'orbjs  street,  a 
short  distance  east  of  that  in  wliich  he  was  born. 
Fie  was  a  farmer  all  his  life,  fie  lived  for  several 
years  in  the  Forbes  street  dwelling,  but  eventually 
removed  to  Spencer  Flill,  where  his  death  took 
place  Aug.  28,  1847,  his  remains  being  interred  in 
the  East  Hartford  cemetery.  He  married  Lucy 
Randall,  who  was  born  in  Dorchester,  Mass.,  jMay 
iS,  1803.  and  died  Jan.  18,  1879,  the  mother  of  ten 
children:  Esther,  who  was  born  Xov.  i,  1826,  was 
married  to  Royal  Brewer,  and  died  Sept.  24,  1865  ; 
Samuel  is  the  subject  of  tliis  sketch;  Laura,  born 
Feb.  II,  I  S3 1,  died  June  28,  1836;  Sanford,  born 
]\Iarcli  24,  1S33,  was  a  farmer,  but  spent  part  of  his 
life  as  master  of  a  vessel  on  the  Connecticut  river, 
and  died  unmarried;  Selden,  born  ]May  6,  1835,  died 
unmarried  Oct.  3,  i860;  Eveline,  born  June  12, 
1837,  is  married  to  Dan  Eddy,  and  is  living  in  Xew 
Britain;  Ellen,  born  jMarch  25,  1839,  died  Ivlarch 
21,  1849;  Elizabeth,  born  Aug.  14,  1841,  is  the  wife 
of  John  E.  ^^'right,  of  Glastonbury;  Emma,  born 
July  7,  1843,  is  the  widow  of  Charles  W.  Jones, 
a  farmer  of  X'aubuc,  who  died  Sent.  7,  1898 ;  and 
Sarah,  born  April  19,  1846,  died  Xov.  22.  1847. 
I  Samuel  Forbes,  our  subject,  was  born  I'eb.  i, 
1829,  in  the  Forbes  street  homestead  in  Burnside. 
alluded  to  above  as  having  been  built  for  his  father 
at  the  time  of  the  latter's  marriage.  His  first 
school  attendance  was  in  the  Burnside  district,  and 
next  at  the  "Alcott"  school  house,  on  Spencer  Hi'l, 
the  place  where  his  father's  death  occurred.  Being- 
a  poor  boy,  Samuel  Forbes  immediately  after  quit- 
ting school  went  to  ^Villow  Brook,  learned  shoe- 
making,  and  after  the  death  of  his  father  removed 
with -his  mother  to  Brewer  street,  and  engaged  in 
the  business  on  his  own  account.  After  his  mar- 
riage, in  1855.  to  }klary  A.  Abbey,  which  will  be 
fullv  s])oken  of  presently,  he  removed  to  Silver 
Lane,  and  purchased  from  the  heirs  of  Ediiiun;! 
Abbey  (her  father)  the  homestead  and  a  tract  of 
five  acres,  which  he  cultivated,  in  conjunction  with 
the  manufacturing  of  lioots  and  shoes,  tintil  1870, 
when  he  abandoned  shoemaking  and  devoted  his 
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attention  exclusively  to  farniini;.  In  1869  lie  l)eL;an 
the  raisinix  of  toliacoi\  and,  a^  means  ])erniittcil, 
added  to  his  farm  until  he  i>\vnecl  twenlv  acres. 
\vhich  V.  ere  m  a  state  of  fine  cniiivaiioii  at  the  tiiuc 
of  his  death.  June  _'8.  his  remains  beiny;  laiil 

to  rest  in  I-iast  Jiartford. 

The  n:arriage  of  Samuel  I'lirhes  took-  jilace  at 
Hartfortl  Dec.  5.  1855.  to  Miss  Mary  .\.  Abbc> . 
\vho  was  horn  July  9,  1S32.  a  daui;hter  of  Edmund 
and  Harriet  (Ciaines  )  Abbey.  I".>!i;umd  Abbey  was 
btirn  in  Scotland  ( r.ow  r)Urn>ide  I  I'eb.  14,  1795, 
was  educated  in  the  district  school,  and  when  old 
enough  located  in  W  illow  Lhook.  where  he  learned 
the  trade  of  shoemaking-,  which  he  followed  some 
forty  years,  making-  custom  shoes.  After  his  mar- 
riage he  lived  for  a  time  in  Hartford,  then  came  to 
Silver  Lane  and  j^urchased  a  farm  from  John  Ris- 
lev.  which  subsequent'y  became  the  property  of  his 
son-in-law,  Samuel  l-'urbes,  the  subject  of  this  me- 
moir. To  the  marriage  of  Ednnmd  Alibey  with 
Harriet  Gaines  were  born  nine  children:  Edmund 
G.,  who  married  Alniira  Risley,  was  employed  as  a 
plater  bv  A.  L.  Howard,  at  Hartford,  and  died  in 
that  city;  Simon  B.  died  in  young  manhood:  Har- 
riet" married  W'illiani  T.  Hollister.  a  brickmason 
in  Glastonbury  ;  Albert  died  in  infancy  :  George  died 
in  Manchester;  !Mary  A.  (]\Irs.  Forbes);  Charles 
died  yoiing;  and  George,  who  married  Isabella 
Thompson,  served  in  the  First  Conn.  \'olunteer 
Heavy  Artillery  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion. 
Edmund  Abbey,  tiie  father  of  this  family,  was  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  served  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature in  1850;  he  was  also  a  grand  juror  for  many 
years,  and  a  member,  likewise,  of  tlie  school  co:n- 
mittee.  His  death  took  place  in  i855,and  his  remains 
are  buried  in  East  Hartford. 

Two  children  were  born  to  ]Mr.  and  ]Mrs.  Forbes  : 
Albert  A.,  Oct.  11.  1857,  and  William  G.,  Sept.  15, 
1859.  Albert  A.  first  attended  the  Willow  Brook 
school ;  next  the  Brown  school  m  Hartford,  and  then 
Hannum's  Commercial  College,  of  the  same  city. 
He  had  nearly  comjjlcted  his  course  at  the  latter  in- 
stitution when  he  met  with  an  accident  while  out 
hunting.  By  some  mishap  tlie  en'L.re  load  of  his 
shot  gun  entered  his  knee,  which  is  at  times  painful. 
He  married  Ella  Florence  Harper,  -a  native  of  Brant- 
ford,  Canada,  and  this  union  lias  been  Irlessed  with 
a  very  bright  pair  of  twins,  Helen  r\Iarion  and  Hazel 
Mae,  born  April  11.  1896.  For  many  years  Albert 
A.  Forbes  has  been  a  member  of  the  East  Hartford 
Congregational  Church,  in  whch  b.e  has  also  long 
been  a  Sunday-school  teacher.  William  G.  Forbes 
was  educated  in  the  Willov/  Brook  school,  and  in 
Osgood's  Commercial  College  at  Hartford.  He 
married  Ida  May  Cady,  of  Eagleville,,  but  has  no 
children.  He  and  his  brother  are  Democrats,  as  was 
their  father  before  them. 

Samuel  Forbes  \s-as  of  short  stature,  but  was  a 
strong  and  healthy  man,  and  his  death  was  somewhat 
sudden.  Although  a  Democrat  in  his  political  pro- 
clivities, he  never  aspired  to  public  office,  neither  did 


'  he  affiliate  with  any  secret  society.    He  was  ver\- 
I  industrious,  and  raised  tobacco  extensivLly.  and  al- 
j  though  he  began  his  l)usir.es>  life  with  but  limited 
I  capital  he  left  a  large  estate  to  his  widoiv  and  two 
sons,    lie  was  one  of  the  most  respected  men  of 
his  town,  and  his  course  through  life  reflected  credit 
i  upon  the  ancient  familv  name  which  he  bore.  The 
I  sons  inherit  their  sire's  industrious  habits  and  recti- 
I  tude,  and  have  alily  managed  the  farm  since  his 
I  death,  growing  about  twenty  acres  of  tobacco  an- 
nuallv.    With  th.cir  venerated  mother,  thev  and  their 
families  enjoy  to  the  full  the  respect  of  the  entire 
Silver  Lane  community. 

BEXJAMIX  FRAXKLIX  TABER  JEXXEY 
is  now  approaching  his  eightieth  year,  having  been 
born  at  Xew  Bedford,  Mass.,  Xov.  12,  1821.  Yet 
his  mental  and  phvsical  powers  show  ljut  little  of  the 
impairment  incident  to  old  age,  and,  while  enjoying 
the  repose  which  his  years  of  arduous  usefulness 
i  have  so  well  earned,  he  is  able  to  look  back  upon 
the  past  without- regret,  and  forv/ard  to  the  future 
without  fear.  While  his  years  cannot  be  said  to 
have  been  crowded  with  exciting  events,  they  have 
been  replete  with  faithful,  well-directed  work,  which 
ennobles  the  doer  more  than  the  patent  of  a  sover- 
eign. He  comes  of  a  virile  stock,  being  the  young- 
est of  a  family  of  eight  children,  all  of  whom  at- 
tained the  age  of  seventy-five  years  before  entering 
into  rest,  and  of  which  hardy  group  he  is  now  the 
sole  survivor. 

]\Ir.  Jenney's  father,  Caleb  Jenney,  was  born  on  a 
farm,  learned  the  trade  of  a  stonemason,  and  later 
became  a  contractor  and  builder,  which  business  he 
successfully  carried  on  for  many  years.  He  died 
at  the  age  of  ninetv.  Both  he  and  his  wife,  Eliza- 
beth Taber,  were  of  the  religious  denomination  so.ne- 
times  called  "Friends."'  and  at  the  age  of  eleven  years 
our  subject  was  sent  to  the  Friends'  Boarding 
School  at  Providence,  R.  L  He  left  that  institution 
when  sixteen  vears  old,  and  one  of  the  prized  mem- 
ories of  his  boyhood's  school  days  is  a  visit  to  the 
school  by  President  Andrew-  Jackson,  \'ice-President 
\  an  Buren,  and  suite.  After  leaving  the  spot  where 
he  had  received  his  early  scholastic  training  he  was 
apprenticed  by  his  father  to  a  merchant  tailor  of 
2\ewf  Bedford,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  cus- 
tom cutter.  In  1861  he  went  from  Xew  Bedford  to 
Boston,  and  six  years  later  to  Lowell,  Mass.,  where 
he  remained  four  years,  working  at  his  trade  in 
both  cities.  Flis  next  move  was  to  Taunton,  [Mass.. 
where  he  opened  a  merchant  tailoring  establishment 
of  his  own.  conducting  sanie  successfully  for  six 
years.  Believing  that  he  saw  a  good  opening  at 
Manchester,  Conn.,  he  abandoned  the  tailoring  busi- 
ness, antl,  having  disposed  of  his  establishment  at 
launton,  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  paper 
(chiefly  of  the  sort  used  by  the  press),  at  the  Con- 
necticut town.  The  venture  prospered  from  the 
outset,  and  he  continued  it  until,  in  1893,  he  retired 
from  active  connection  with  the  business. 
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Mr.  Jcnncv  lias  been  twice  nuirricd.  liis  fu  st  wife, 
to  wlK'ni  he  was  joined  in  1S42.  having-  been  Caro- 
line F.rownell,  dauglucr  of  li(ni.  Joseph  Urown- 
ell.  Of  tlie  four  children  boni  to  tliis  union  only 
cnc  survives,  Caroline  M..  the  wife  of  A.  W  ells  Case, 
a  prominent  j^aper  manufaciurcr  uf  Manchester. 
Mr.  Jenney's  second  marriage,  which  was  solenmized 
Dec.  20,  1882,  was  to  Miss  Mary  Wells  Cone,  a 
daughter  of  Hon.  Ralph  Cone,  a  brief  sketch  of 
wliose  an.cestry  is  ni>ipended.  Mr.  Jenn.ev  and  wife 
are  members  of  the  Center  Congregational  C:;urch. 
Socially  he  belongs  to  ^Manchester  Lodge,  Xo.  73, 
F.  &  A.  M..  ]\Ir.  Jcnney  has  always,  since  taking  up 
his  residence  in  [Manchester,  bceii  one  of  the  town's 
most  esteemed  citizens.  He  was  elected  a  trial  justice 
in  1S76,  and  served  Irfteen  years,  until  he  reached  the 
age  of  seventy,  the  limit  by  law. 

R.KLPH  CoxF.,  tlie  father  of  ^Irs.  Jenney.  is  a 
native  of  Manch.ester,  and  was  born  Oct. 
20,  1S18,  son  of  [Marvin  Cone,  who  was  born  in  the 
same  town  hi  Xovember,  1792.  The  latter  married 
Clarissa  \\'iIson,  by  whom  he  had  three  children: 
HcTiry,  v>-ho  died  at  th.e  ag"e  of  twenty-tliree  :  Charles, 
who  died  when  eighteen  years  old ;  and  Ralph.  For 
his  second  wife  the  father  married  Abigail  \\'.  Hol- 
ton,  of  Ellington.  Tolland  countv.  [Marvin  Cone  was 
a  carriage  builder,  and  about  1S12  established  a  car- 
riage and  wagon  factory  at  [Manchester  Green,  which 
'is  now  conducted  bv  his  son  Ralph,  [Mrs.  Jenney's 
father.  The  grandfather  retained  his  interest  in  the 
business,  which  was  both  extensive  and  profirabic, 
until  three  years  before  his  death,  in  1S71.  He  v>-as 
a  Congregationalist  in  faith,  earnest  and  active  in 
every  Christian  -work,  and  was  greatly  esteemed  by 
his  townsmen,  who  chose  him,  in  1844,  to  represent 
them  in  the  Legislature. 

Ralph  Cone  was  educated  in  the  comnion  schools, 
and  early  in  youth  went  to  work  in  his  father's  fac- 
tory. w-iiere  he  learned  the  trades  of  wood-work- 
ing and  carriage-painting.  At  the  age  of  t.ventv- 
one  he  was  admitted  into  partnersliip.  Daniel  Wads- 
worth  becoming  a  member  of  the  firm  at  about  the 
same  time.  In  1898  [Mr.  Cone  purchased  [vir.  Wads- 
worth's  interest,  and  has  since  operated  the  factory 
on  his  own  account. 

On  [May  13,  1844.  Ralph  Cone  married  [Miss 
Esther  Wells  Woodbridge,  one  of  the  twelve  chil- 
dren of  Dudley  \\'oodbridge  (his  sister  was  the 
mother  of  the  Cheney  brothers,  of  South  [Manches- 
ter). To  this  union  were  born  two  children:  Ar- 
thur and  Alary  W.  ([^.Irs.  Jenney).  Arthur,  a 
farmer,  who  lives  at  the  old  homestead,  married 
Emily  Jackson,  of  Boston,  and  five  cliildren  were, 
born  to  them,  Carrie.  [Marion,  Rachel,  Helen  and 
Ralph.  Artlnir  Cone  and  his  sister  are  both  mem- 
bers of  the  Congregational  Church,  [Mrs.  Jenney 
being  identified  for  many  vears  witji  the  mu^ic  of  the 
church  in  the  choir,  and  giving  her  service  as  or- 
ganist for  thirteen  years. 

Dudley  Wood.bridge.  father  of  Esther  Wells 
Woodbridge  (Mrs.  Cone),  kept  the  nublic  house  on 


the  Green,  which  was  a  notable  stopping  place,  l;eing 
an  important  route  for  the  stage  line  running  from 
Boston  and  I'rovidence  to  Xew  York,  as  it  was  in 
the  direct  course  from  Hartfonl  to  Lelianon.  the 

I  headqu.arters  of  military  ojierations  for  the  State, 
the  lionie  of  Gov.  Trumbull.  [Mrs.  Betsey  Wood- 
brdge  here 'gave,  in  her  chililhood.  a  glass  of  water 
to  Gen.  Wasliington  at  his  request,  and  received  his 
thanks  for  the  favor. 

Ralph  Cone  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  in 

.  1S65.  and  again  in  i860.  He  cast  his  first  Presiden- 
tial vote  for  William  Henry  Harrison,  and  when  the 
Republican  partv  became  the  residuary  political  leg- 
atee of  the  '"Old-line  Whigs"  he  cast  in  his  fortunes 
with  tliat  organization.  Since  1832  he  has  been  an 
active  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  both 
he  and  his  wife  being  connected  with  the  I'irst  Con- 
gregational Church  of  [Manchester  Center. 

AUGUSTIXE  ^I.  LEWIS,  proprietor  of  a 
meat  market  in  Plantsville,  and  a  leading  repre- 
sentative of  the  business  interests  of  Southington, 
was  born  in  that  town,  Feb.  4,  1837. 

[Mr.  Lewis  belongs  to  an  old  Connecticut  family, 
wh.ich  was  founded  in  America  by  William  and 
Felix  Lewis,  who  came  from  England  in  the  ship 
"Lion,"  landing  in  Boston.  Sept.  16,  1632.  Will- 
iam L^wis  was  admitted  a  freeman  in  the  following 
Xovember,  and  joined  the  Braintree  company,  which 
in  August,  1633.  removed  to  Xewtown  (Cam- 
bridge). In  1636  he  came  wdth  a  company  to  Hart- 
ford, and  in  1659  became  one  of  the  founders  of 
Hadley,  M-ass.,  which  town  he  represented  in  the 
General  Court  in  1662.  He  resided  in  Xorthamp- 
ton  in  1664,  and  prior  to  Xovember,  1677,  removed 
to  Farmington,  Conn.,  where  he  died  August  2, 
1683,  leaving  one  son,  William,  wdio  was  born  in 
England.  In  1644  the  latter  was  a  resident  of 
Farmington,  and  he  was  the  first  recorder  of  the 
town  after  its  incorporation  in  1645.  His  first  wife 
was  [\Iary  Hopkins,  of  Windsor,  and  his  second 
was  [Mary,  daughter  of  the  celebrated  teacher, 
Ezekiel  Chewer,  of  X'ew  Haven  and  Boston.  He 
died  Aug.  18,  1690.  Samuel  Lewis,  a  son  of  Will- 
iam and  [Mary  (Hopkins)  Lewis,  was  born  Aug. 
18,  1648.  and  died  Xov.  28,  1752.  He  held  the  mil- 
itary rank  of  sergeant.  His  son,  X^athan  Lewds, 
was  born  Jan.  23,  1707,  and  lived  in  the  [Marion 
District  of  Southington.  On  July  28,  1730,  he 
wedded  [Marv  daughter  of  Samuel  and  [Mary 
(Humphrey)  Gridley.  He  died  Sept.  7,  1799,  and 
his  wife  passed  away  [May  20.  1784,  aged  seventy- 
seven  years.  Their  son,  Capt.  Xathaniel  Lewis, 
was  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject.  He  was 
born  in  Southington.  in  December,  1747,  and  lived 
on  the  mountainside  in  the  eastern  part  of  Wolcott, 
after  it  was  set  off  from  Southington.  He  was 
quite  prominent  in  tow^n  and  church  atTairs.  He 
died  Feb.  24,  1839,  and  on  his  gravestone  is  in- 
scribed "An  honest  man."  On  15,  1769.  he 
married  Sarah  Gridley,  who  died  Aug.  il,  1809, 
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i\^ed  sixtv-cic;lu  \car>,  aiid  lor  his  second  wife  he 
married  Mrs.  Lydia  1-Visbic.  Applcton  Lewis,  tlic 
graiidiather  of  our  subject,  was  born  Augf.  i8, 
1774.  and  hvcd  in  W  olcott.  where  lie  cHcd  July  29, 
1S20.  lie  was  married.  Xov.  15,  1797,  to  Mrs. 
Lois  Mall,  of  W'aterbury,  Comi.,  who  died  ^Lirch 
23,  iSr>o,  a;4cd  eighty-three  years.  Their  children 
Averc  Rufus:  Millie  A.,  wife  of  James  W  is^htnian ; 
Edward:  Alfred:  Julina.  wife  of  Truman  Daily; 
Lloyd:  Dennis:  Lois  M.;  and  Jared  A.  Lloyd 
Lewis,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Wol- 
cott, Jan.  15.  iSio,  and  was  married,  ^larch  25, 
1S32,  to  Miss  Diadamia.  daughter  of  Martin  and 
Ikiarv  (Munson)  I'hinney,  of  Plainville.  The  chil- 
dren born  of  this  union  were  Auc;-ustine  (of 
this  review),  IMary  Jane  and  Julina  S. 

Our  subject  passed  his  boyhood  and  _\outh  in 
Southington,  and  received  a  good  practical  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  and  the  Lewis  high 
school.  Prior  to  1S69  he  was  engaged  in  farming, 
and  in  the  fall  of  that  year  he  opened  a  markef 
in  Plantsville,  which  he  has  since  conducted  with 
marked  success,  having  built  up  an  excellent  trade. 

In  1861  Mr.  Lewis  was  imited  in  marriage  with 
jMiss  Harriet  P>uckingham,  daugT.ter  of  James  and 
Annie  (Smith)  Buckingham,  of  Oxford,  Conn., 
and  to  them  were  born  four  children,  of  whom  two 
are  living:  Mortimer  M.,  wl:o  is  a  graduate  of 
Kalmemann  Medical  College,  New  York,  and  is 
now  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  ;  and 
Anita.  For  his  second  wife  our  subject  married 
Miss  Ellen  Tuttle,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Tuttle, 
of  Cheshire,  Conn.,  where  she  was  born,  the  de- 
scendant of  long  lines  of  Puritan  ancestry.  Mrs. 
Lewis  was  for  many  years  a  teacher  in  Plantsville, 
and  a  member  of  the  school  board  at  Southington 
for  Plantsville. 

Mr.  Lewis  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  of  Plantsville,  of  which  he  is  now  one  of 
the  trustees,  and  he  also  belongs  to  Friendship 
Lodge,  Xo.  33.  F.  &:  A.  ]\L,  Southington.  In  his 
political  affiliations  he  is  an  ardent  Republican,  and 
he  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  Southington 
school  board  for  tvv-cnty-one  consecutive  years,  and 
as  selectman  for  fourteen  years.  He  has  taken 
deep  interest  in  the  "good-roads"  movement,  and 
five  miles  of  macadamized  road  in  the  town  show 
the  practical  result  of  his  efi'orts,  the  Clark  Farms 
being  built  under  his  sole  direction. 

CAPT.  DANIEL  GOULD  FRANCIS,  an  hon- 
ored veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  who  now  makes  his 
home  in  V\^est  Hartford,  was  tor  many  years  one 
of  the  active  and  progressive  business  men  of  Hart- 
ford county,  as  w^ell  as  one  of  its  most  reliable  and 
highly  esteemed  citizens,  and  now  in  his  declining 
years  he  is  enjoying  a  well-earned  rest,  free  from 
the  cares  and  responsibilities  of  business  life. 

Capt.  Francis  was  born  in  the  town  of  Benson, 
Rutland  Co.,  Vt.,  rvlarch  27,  1835.  His  father, 
Daniel  D.  Francis,  was  a  native  of  the  same  State, 


born  in  the  town  of  Wells,  ami  was  educated  fc.r  the 
ministry, being  a  graduate  of  Middlebury  Colle^ye  and 
Burlington  I'niversity.  He  had  charge  of  a  Cong'l. 
church  at  I'en^nn,  for  manv  years,  later  resided 
for  some  time  in  North  Canaan,  Conn.,  and  subse- 

I  Quenlly  ma'le  his  home  on  a  farm  near  Palmyra,  X. 

'  lie  engagXHl  in  jireaching  at  Fairport  and  Ro- 

chester, N.  Y.,  and  was  highly  respected  not  onlv  by 
his  own  congregations,  but  by  all  who  witnessed  his 

i  devotion  to  his  noble  calling.  Returning  to  Sharon, 
Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  he  spent  a  few  years,  and  then 
went  to  Chicago,  remaining  a  few  years.  Subse- 
quentlv  he  made  his  home  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  with 
our  subject,  until  the  summer  of  1872,  when  he  died 
a'.  West  Lebanon,  X'.  H.,  whither  he  had  gone  for 
Ills  health.  At  Sharon,  Litchfield  Co..  Conn.,  Z\Iay 
15,  1S32,  ]Mr.  Francis  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Gculd.  a  native  of  Litchfield  county,  and  a  daugiiter 
of  Major  David  Gould,  and  to  them  were  born  three 
children  :  Daniel  G.,  our  subject;  Amelia  E.,  wife  of 
Edward  Nevcrs,  wdio  is  connected  with  ^Marshall 

j  Field  &  Co.,  of  Chicago,  111. :  and  James  Lathrop, 

j  who  died  in  \'icksburg,  IMiss.,  from  wounds  re- 

J  ceived  in  the  Civil  war. 

In  his  native  town  Daniel  G.  Francis  was  reared 
and  educated  until  nine  years  of  age.  accompanied 
the  family  on  their  removal  to  North  Canaan,  Conn., 
where  he  attended  school,  and  completed  his  educa- 
tion at  a  boarding  school  in  Kent,  Conn.  Later  he 
clerked  for  several  j-ears  in  a  hardware  store  at  Pal- 
myra, X.  Y.,  and  was  then  employed  in  the  pay- 
master's department  of  tlie  X'ew  York  Central  rail- 
road at  Rochester,  X'.  Y.  Subsequently,  on  account 
of  ill  health,  he  spent  two  years  in  northwestern 
Illinois,  and  southern  Wisconsin,  and  on  his  return 
East,  in  1855,  came  to  Berlin,  Hartford  Co.,  Conn., 
where  with  his  father,  he  operated  a  small  farm  for 
two  years. 

In  1858  Capt.  Francis  accepted  a  position  with  the 
firm  of  Talcott  &  Post,  of  Hartford,  and  remained 
i  with  them  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion.  He 
1  assisted  in  raising  a  conipanv  at  Hartford,  and  went 
j  to  the  front  as  second  lieutenant  of  Rifle  Co.  A,  ist 
I  Conn.  A'.  I.,  under  command  of  Gen.  Hawley.  At  the' 
j  expiration  of  his  three-months'  temi  of  enlistment  he 
j  was  discharged  at  New  Haven,  but  later  recrtiited 
i  Company  A,  of  the  7th  Conn.  \.  L,  and  was  com- 
missioned captain  of  that  company.    On  account  of 
ill  health  he  was  forced  to  resign  at  the  end  of  four- 
teen months  and  return  home. 

Going  to  Chicago,  111.,  Capt.  Francis  became  con- 
nected with  the  wholesale  house  of  Cooley,  Farwell 
&  Co.,  and  remained  in  their  employ  for  several 
years.  While  thus  engaged  he  was  married,  in 
Hartford,  Conn.,  to  Aliss  Lizzie  A.  Crane,  a  daugh-. 
tei  of  ]\Irs.  O.  H.  Crane.  On  his  return  East  he  en- 
gaged in  the  insurance  business  with  the  Connecticut 
General  Life  Insurance  Co.  for  a  while,  and  th.en 
entered  the  employ  of  Wetlierbce,  Knous  &:  Pelton, 
whose  dry-goods  store  was  then  in  Hill's  block, 
Flartford.    Subsequently  he  was  again  with  the  fiiai 
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of  TalciUt  iJv;  l\>.-l,  ior  a  time,  ami  when  Gen.  Will- 
iam H.  lUilkolcy  ]nirchasc(l  llio  "T.i.o  liivc"  store  he 
went  with  hini.  In  llu-  sjirin^  of  i8S.?  he  rc.iiovcd 
to  West  Hartford,  where  he  ha,-  smee  lived  retired, 
enjoying  a  w  ell-earned  re^t.  J  lere  his  estiniahle 
wife  died  in  1895.  The  Captain  is  a  ]ironiinent 
ineniher  of  Rohert  O.  Tyler  Post,  Xo.  50.  G.  A.  R., 
of  Hartford,  ami  is  a  eharter  meniher  of  the  (irange. 
He  has  been  honored  w  ith  various  town  ofliees,  ni- 
cluding-  those  of  grand  juror  and  justiee  of  the 
peace,  and  his  otiicial  duties  have  alwa\"s  been  most 
satisfactorily  perforiued.  ReligiousK  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Ecclesiastical  Society  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church. 

LOREX  DWIGIIT  PEXEIELD.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch,  who  is  now  town  clerk  ot  Xew 
Britain,  has  for  many  years  been  prominently 
identified  with  the  social  history  of  tl.at  city.  He 
has  been  repeatedly  elected  to  an  oflice  which  came 
to  him  unsolicited.  He  is  a  native  of  the  city,  and 
liis  ancestry  dates  back  through  many  generations 
of.  Connecticut  citizens  into  Colonial  history.  Two 
of  his  great-grandparents  bore  arms  for  the  strug- 
gling colonies  during  the  Revolution,  and  onr  sub- 
ject was  a  veteran  during  the  Civil  war. 

Mr.  Penfield  was  born  at  Xew  Britain  June 
15,  1840,  son  of  Harvey  and  Lucy  E.  (  Sanford) 
Penfi 'Id,  grandson  of  Phineas  and  Ruth  Judd 
(Hart)  Penfield,  and  great-grandson  of  Phineas 
and  Lucy  (Osgood)  Penfield.  The  parents  of 
Phineas  Penfield,  Sr.,  were  Xathaniel  and  Lydia 
(Barnes)  Penfield,  and  his  grandparents  were  Xa- 
thaniel Penfield,  Sr.,  and  his  wife  Plannah.  Xa- 
thaniel Penfield,  Sr.,  was  a  member  of  the  Xew 
Haven  Colony,  and  settled  at  \\'allingford,  dying 
in  January,  1776.  Xathaniel  Penfield,  Jr.,  was  a 
farmer,  and  settled  in  ^leriden.  He  married  Lydia 
Barnes  June  9,  1755,  and  died  at  ]\Ieriden  !May  18, 
1777.  His  widow  Lydia,  married  for  her  second 
husband  Jeremiah  PL  Osgood,  April  23,  1778;  she 
died  Jan.  31,  181 1,  aged  seventy-six  years. 

Phineas  Penfield,  Sr.,  the  great-grandfather  of 
onr  subject,  and  son  of  X'athaniel  and  Lydia 
(Barnes)  Penfield,  was  born  June  6,  1756.  He  was 
in  actual  service  as  a  private  m  the  Connecticut 
troops  during  the  Revolutionary  war  for  twelve 
months  and  twenty-three  days,  enlisting  at  Farm- 
ington,  Conn.,  and  serving  a  part  of  the  time  under 
Capt.  Curtis  and  Col.  Enos.  He  married,  April 
9.  I778>  Lucy  Osgood,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  PI. 
and  Lucy  (Churchill)  Osgood,  and  died  March  28, 
1834,  in  Plartford  county,  aged  seventy-seven 
years.  X'athaniel  Penfield,  the  brother  of  Phineas, 
Sr.,  and  fotir  years  younger,  also  enlisted  at  I'arm- 
ington.  Conn.,  as  a  private  in  the  Connecticut 
troops,'  and  served  eighteen  months  and  twelve 
days  as  a  private,  a  part  of  the  time  unrler  Captain 
Bray  and  Colonel  Butler. 

Phineas  Penfield,  Jr.,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  (Jet. "18,  1785.'   He  married,  Xov. 


25,  1812,  Ruth  Judd  Hart,  who  was  born  Aiay  3, 
1793,  (.laughter  of  Linus  Hart,  of  I-'armington,  and 
who  died  Dec.  11,  1848,  aged  iifty-five  vears. 
■  Phineas  Penfield,  Jr.,  was  a  farmer  and  ce>oper  by 
j  occtipaiion;  he  died  Aug.  3,  1843.  aged  sixty  \  ears. 
!  Harvey  PenfieUl,  father  of  our  subject,  and  son  of 
j  I'liineas  and"  Ruth  J.  (Hart  )  T'enfield,  was  horn 
June  7.  1815.  He  married,  C)ct.  21,  1S39,  Lucy 
Ellen  Sanford,  who  is  now  living  at  the  age  of 
eighty-two  years.  Slie  is  the  daughter  of  Edmund 
and  Lydia  (Beckley)  Sanford,  of  Wethersfield, 
and  the  granddaughter  of  Jolm  Beckley,  Jr.  The 
roster  in  the  adjutant-general's  office,  Connecticut 
[pp.  25  ancl  381],  shows  that  John  Beckley,  Sr., 
was  a  third  lieutenant  in  Capt.  Chester's  company, 
and  marched  to  the  relief  of  Boston  in  April,  1775, 
after  the  "Lexington  alarm."  He  was  the  father 
of  John  Beckley,  Jr.,  and  the  son  of  Sergt.  Richard 
Beckley,  who  was  at  the  "Lexington  alarm."  Rich- 
ard Beckley  came  from  the  X'ew  Haven  Colony,  and 
settled  at  Becklev,  Hartford  county.  He  owned 
300  acres  of  land  by  grant  from  the  Indians  and 
consent  of  the  General  Assembly.  Harvey  Pen- 
field  died  April  1,  1873,  aged  fifty-seven  years. 

Loren  Dwight  Penfield  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic schools,  but  when  a  boy  of  twelve  years  he  bade 
good-bye  to  school  books  and  entered  the  shop  of 
the  Russell  &  Erwin  Manufacturing  Co.  as  an  em- 
ploye. Here  he  remained  for  seven  years,  and 
gradually  improved  his  position.  For  a  time,  dur- 
ing the  illness  of  his  ttncle,  he  was  foreman  of  the 
knob  room.  When  a  young  man  of  twenty-one 
years  ^Ir.  Penfield  left  the  service  of  the  above 
named  company  to  enter  the  United  States  vol- 
unteer army.  He  enlisted  Dec.  11,  1861,  for  three 
years,  in  Company  A,  Thirteenth  Connecticut  Regi- 
m.ent,  wdiich  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  Gen. 
B.  F.  Butler  and  Gen.  X.  P.  Banks.  ^Ir.  Penfield 
was  with  Gen.  Butler  in  the  capture  of  Xew  Or- 
leans, and  with  General  Banks  at  the  siege  of  Port 
Hudson.  Fie  was  one  of  the  thousand  volunteers 
in  the  "forlorn  hope,"  250  of  the  volunteers  step- 
ping forward  from  the  ranks  of  the  Thirteenth 
Connecticut.  After  the  surrender  of  Port  Flud- 
son  he  was  detailed,  on  July  15,  1863,  as  clerk  at 
headquarters.  Department  of  the  Gulf,  corner  of 
Carondalet  and  Julia  streets,  X'ew  Orleans.  There 
he  remained  until  July,  1864,  wdien  his  regiment 
was  transferred  to  the  command  of  Gen.  Phil.  Sher- 
idan, for  service  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley.  He 
took  part  in  the  battles  of  Winchester,  Fisher's 
Hill  and  Cedar  Creek.  Through  all  his  engage- 
ments Mr.  Penfield  escaj^ed  without  iiijury.  He 
was  mustered  out  Jan.  5,  1865,  and  for  nearly  a 
vear  thereafter  was  employed  as  a  clerk  in  the 
Lnited  States  proNOst-marshal-general's  office  at 
Hartford,  Connecticut. 

In  April,  1866,  Mr.  Penfield  engaged  at  his 
trade  of  house  painting,  and  contracted  for  the 
painting  of  sonic  of  the  finest  residences  of  Xew 
Britain  and  other  cities,  emjjloving  from  te!i  to 
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sixteen  men.  In  Octolier.  ii^')3,  he  was  elected  to 
liis  tirst  term  as  town  clerk,  assuming-  the  duties  of 
the  otlice  in  January,  181)4.  lie  ditl  not  attend 
the  caucus  winch  placed  him  in  noniinaiion.  nor 
did  he  seek  the  olnce.  lie  was  elected  to  his  sec- 
ond term  in  181)5.  aiul  has  l.eld  th.e  ullice  contin- 
uouslv  ever  since.  Jn  i8i)4  he  was  elected  clerk 
of  the  probate  court  for  the  di^trict  of  ISc'lin,  and 
was  re-elected  town  clerk  in  1895.  serving  from 
Ian.  I,  1S95,  to  the  present  time,  in  pt^litics  Mr. 
Penfield  is  a  Republican.  On  accnunr  of  his  ab- 
sence from  home  in  the  army  lie  tlid  not  vote  until 
at  the  second  election  of  President  Lincoln.  For 
many  years  he  h.as  been  prominent  in  the  fraternal 
affairs  of  New  Britain,  being  a  member  of  Har- 
mony Lodge,  >s'o.  20,  F.  &  A.  ^L :  Giddings  Chap- 
ter, No.  25,  R.  A.  ]NL  ;  Doric  Council.  Xo.  24,  R. 
&  S.  \\'ashington  Commandery,  Xo.  i,  K.  T. ; 
Sphinx  Temple,  X.  of  ^1.  S.  of  Oasis  cf  Hart- 
ford, Desert  of  Connecticut :  has  taken  several  de- 
grees in  the  Scottish  Rite  ^^lasons,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Xorwich  Consistory,  Thirty-second  degree ; 
of  the  Martha  Chapter,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star, 
in  which  he  is  a  worthy  patron  ;  of  Stanley  Post, 
Ko.  II,  G.  A.  R.,  in  which  order  he  has  filled  every 
chair  in  the  post,  being  now  junior  vice-commander 
of  the  department,  and  was  delegate  from  Con- 
necticut to  the  Xational  convention  at  I'ittsburg 
in  1894.  yir.  Penfield  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Connecticut  Society,  Sons  cf  the  American  Revo- 
lution; the  Armv  and  Xavy  Ciuo;  Trumbull  Col- 
ony, Xo.  173,  United  Order  of  Pilgrim  I'^athers ; 
Wasl  ington'  Camp,  Xo.  9,  Patriotic  Order  Sons  of 
America ;  W'inthrop  Council.  Xo.  7.  Daughters  of 
Liberty ;  Xew  Britain  Council,  Xo.  8,  L)rdcr  United 
American  Mechanics ;  Xew  Britain  Club,  and  Put- 
nam Phalanx.  For  six  years  he  was  a  member  of 
Company  D,  First  Connecticut  Xational  Guard, 
and  was  commissioned  second  lieutenant  by  Gov. 
Jewell ;  was  elected  first  lieutenant,  but  declined 
the  commission.  He  is  local  treasurer  of  the  Balti- 
more Building  &  Loan  Association. 

Mr.  Penfield  was  married,  June  20,  1866,  to 
Miss  Carrie  W.  ]\IcXary,  daughter  of  William  2vlc- 
Nary.  Of  their  two  children,  Xellie  Ruth,  bcirn 
Oct.  20,  1867,  is  now  the  wife  of  Warren  \V.  ]\Iar- 
shall ;  Arthur  Eugene  is  deceased.  Air.  Penfield 
is  a  member  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Xew 
Britain,  and  for  many  years  was  librarian  of  the 
Sunday-school. 

WARD  HUBBARD  GRISWOLD.  The  family 
of  Griswold  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  highly 
esteemed  in  Connecticut.  There  are  three  branches 
in  this  country — the  Windsor,  the  Lyme  and  the 
Wethersfield,  descended,  respectively,  from  Edward, 
l^Iatthew  and  Michael.  The  residence  of  the  fam- 
ily in  England  was  in  Kenilworth,  Warwickshire. 
There  were  three  sons  in  the  family,  Edward, 
Thomas  and  ^Matthew.  The  younger,  ^Matthew, 
came  to  America  with  Rev.  John  Warham,  landing 


in  Massachusetts  Bay.  May  30,  i()3o,  when  eighteen 
years  old.  In  1(139  iuhvard  came  over  in  a  vessel 
sent  out  by  William  Whiting,  and  in  cumpanv  with 
Rev.  F.]>hraim  and  others.  This  parly  soon  moved 
to  Windsor  (that  year),  and  ]\lalthc\v  with  them. 
He  married  a  daughter  of  Henry  W'olcott,  soon 
after  went  to"Saybrook  to  work  on  the  fort,  and  ac- 
quired a  tract  of  land  on  the  ojjposite  side  of  the 
river  at  Lyme,  which  has  been  tlie  home  place  of 
'  that  branch  of  the  family.  iM-om  IVIatthew,  in  the 
!  fifth  generation,  came  Gov.  }ilatthew  Griswold,  and 
his  son.  Gov.  Roger  Griswold,  of  tlie  sixth  genera- 
tion. 

Edward  Griswold  was  born  about  1604,  was 
I  married  before  he  came  to  America,  and  brought 
I  with  his  wife,  ^Margaret,  and  five  or  six  children, 
i  He  settled  in  Windsor,  and  remained  there  until 

1664,  when  he  moved  to  that  part  of  Ki'lingworth. 
j  now  known  as  Clintun,  and  gave  to  the  town  the 
!  name  of  his  home  in  England — Killingworth, 
I  a  corruption  of  Kenilworth.  ^^largaret,  wife  of 
;  Edward,  died  Aug.  23,  1670  (old  style),  and  her 

tombstone  is  in  the  yard  at  Clinton.  The  next 
j  }ear  he  married  the  widow  of  James  Bemis,  of 
i  Xew  London.  He  died  in  1671.  The  children 
j  of  Edward  and  Margaret  Griswold  were :  Edward, 
j  Francis,  George,  John,  Sarah  (these  five  being  born 
:  in  England),  Ann,  Mary.  Deborah,  Joseph.  Sam- 
!  uel  and  John,  eleven  in  all. 

1  George  Griswold,  born  about  1633,  ^^'^s  a  large 
land  holder  in  Windsor,  living  in  Poquonock,  on  the 
:  Farmington  -river.  He  married  Alary,  daughter 
i  of  Thomas  Holcomb,  Oct.  3  (presumably.),  1655. 
'>  He  died  Sept.  3,  1704,  and  his  widow  died  April 
j  4,  1708.  The  children  of  George  and  Mary  (Hol- 
I  comb)  Griswold  were:  Daniel,  Thomas,  Edward, 
j  Alary,  George,  John,  Benjamin,  Deborali,  Thomas 
•  Moore,  Abigail,  Samuel,  eleven  in  all. 

Daniel  Griswold',  born  in  October,  1656,  mar- 
I  ricd  Feb.  3.  1680,  Alindwell,  daughter  of  X'athaniel 
\  Bissell.  She  was  born  Oct.  3,  1663,  and  died  in 
j  1728.  Their  children  were  Daniel  and  X'athaniel 
i  (twins),  Peletiah.  Alary,  Edward,  Deborah  and 
David,  seven  in  all.  Date  of  the  father's  death  is 
!  not  known. 

!       Daniel  Griswold,  born  Feb.  14,  16S4  (old  style), 
\  married  Sept.  16,  1716,  Sarah, 'daughter  of  Capt. 
Daniel  \\'hite,  of  Bolton.    He'  moved  to  and  was 
married  in  Bolton,  where  his  wife  died  Feb.  i, 
1738,  aged  forty-three.    Flis  tombstone  is  in  the 
Bolton  yard.    He  married  a  second  time,  but  left 
I  no  children  by  the  second  wife.    Date  of  his  death 
j  is  not  known.    The  children  of  Daniel  and  Sarah 
I  (White)  Griswold  were:    .Sarali,  Ann,  Bathsheba, 
i  Alindwell,  Daniel,  Flannah,  White,  George,  Seth, 
j  an  unnamed  daughter,  and  Reuben,  eleven  in  all. 
i       \\'hite  Griswold  was  born  Oct.  26,  1727,  and 
!  married  Feb.  14,  1751,  Elizabeth  Cheney,  of  Alan- 
j  Chester,  sister  of  Timothy  and  Silas  Cheney.  He 
j  moved  to  Harwinton.    In  1775  he  joined  the  Amer- 
ican forces  for  the  invasion  of  Canada ;  later  en- 
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listed  as  a  soKlior  in  Cajit.  Thcophilus  Munson's 
Coniixuiy,  ol  the  8tli  Conn.  Line;  was  in  the  battle 
of  Lierni.anloun,  Ponn.,  under  Washington,  Oct. 
4.  1777;  \\'as  taken  prisoner,  and  died  on  board  a 
prison  ship  at  J 'hiladelphia,  probably  that  fall,  exact 
date  being  uncertain.  The  children  of  White  and 
Elizabeth  (Cheney)  Griswold  were:  Sarah,  Kliza- 
beth,  George,  Asa,  Eunice,  Louisa,  Thomas  \\  hite 
and  Daniel.  White  Griswold's  widow  is  supposed 
to  have  remained  in  llarwinton  and  to  have  died 
there. 

Daniel  Griswold  was  born  March  26,  1769,  and 
married  Sept.  30,  1792.  Esther,  daughter  of  Joseph 
Case.  There  were  born  to  this  marriage  Edward, 
j\lary,  Xancy,  Daniel,  Ann,  Roderick,  Esther  and 
George  Gilbert.  Daniel  Griswold  died  in  1S33,  ^''i^ 
wife  Esther  on  Xov.  9,  1850. 

George  Gilbert  Griswold,  son  of  Daniel  and 
Esther  (Case)  Griswold.  was  born  Ajiril  18,  1S15, 
in  INIanchester.  He  married  Susan  Jane  Hubbard, 
daughter  of  David  E.  Hubbard.  They  had  four 
children:  Fannie,  Ward  Hubbard  (who  is  men- 
tioned below),  Emma  and  Esther.  After  the 
death  of  his  lirst  wife  Mr.  Griswold  married  }^Iary 
Miner  Case,  a  widow,  and  to  tiiis  union  was  born 
one  child,  Gilbert  M.  Griswold. 

Ward  Elubbard  Griswold  was  born  in  ]Manch;s- 
ter  Green,  Aug.  4,  1846.  He  received  his  early 
education  at  the  common  schools  and  the  academy 
of  ]\Ianchestef,  where  he  accjuired  the  rudiments 
of  the  sound  business  training  which  he  found  of 
such  great  value  in  after  life./  His  first  business 
experience  was  as  a  clerk  in  the  general  store  of 
Basset  &  .Belden,  at  Chatham,  X.  \  .,  where  he  was 
employed  for  about  two  years.  On  Sept.  9,  1S54, 
he  enlisted  at  Albany,  X.  Y.,  in  Company  G,  91s: 
N.  Y.  V.  L,  which  regiment  was  first  stationed  at 
Baltimore,  but  was  afterward  sent  to  Petersburg, 
Va.  There  it  was  attached  to  the  Fifth  Army 
Corps  under  the  immediate  command  of  Gen.  Sheri- 
dan, and  was  subsequently  present  at  the  surrender 
of  Lee  at  Appomattox.  On  his  return  from  the 
war  Mr.  Griswold  took  up  his  residence  at  Walton, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  rented  one  htmdred  acres  of  land, 
and  for  two  years  led  the  life  of  a  farmer.  For 
the  next  five  years  he  worked  as  a  stone  mason  for 
his  brother-in-law.  Tiring-  of  this  employment,  he 
moved  to  Talcottville,  Conn.,  where  for  nearly  ten 
years  he  was  a  clerk  in  the  general  store  of  Tal- 
cott  Bros.,  thence  going  to  Xew  Britain,  where  he 
opened  a  grocery  store  of  his  own,  on  South  iMain 
street.  After  a  few  years,  however,  he  discontinued 
this  enterprise  to  enter  the  plating  department  of 
the  P.  &  F.  Corbin  Co.,  there  remaining  until  the 
spring  of  1894,  in  which  year  he  bought  a  farm 
adjoining  the  Town  Hall,  on  Berlin  street,  Berlin, 
Conn.  On  this  land  he  erected  a  modern  residence, 
and  conducts  a  produce  and  poultry  fann. 

At  first  Mr.  Griswold's  success  appears  a  cause 
for  surprise,  yet  an  analysis  of  the  causes  which 
have  led  to  it  readily  demonstrates  the  fallacy  of 


i  such  a  conjecture.  Inheriting  the  vim,  the  indus- 
try, the  i)erseverance,  the  physical  and  moral  cour- 
i  age  of  a  long  line  of  honored  ancestors,  he  has 
,  shown  himself  no  unworthy  scion  of  a  lineage  noble 
j  alike  in  its  fidelity  and  its  achievL-nients.  He  has 
I  hewn  out  his  ov.  n  way  through  lioncst  toil,  and  can 
!  look  upon  the  years  of  his  life  with  a  pardonable 
i  pride.  The  heritage  of  suclt  a  life  is  in  itself  a 
!  legacy  to  one's  children. 

1       On  Feb.  16,  1S70,  Mr.  Grisw.ild  was  married 
I  to  Frances  Adeha  Howland,  of  Walton,  Delaware 
j  Co.,  X.  Y.,  daughter  of  Elias  Butler  and  branny 
:  (^Lallor_\)    Howland.    By   this   marriage  two  of 
!  the  oldest  families  in  the  country  were  united,  the 
I  ancestors  of  Frances  Howland  having  come  over  to 
j  this  country  in  the  "'Max  tlower."    To  this  union 
I  have  been  born  live  children :    Fannie  Hamutal, 
I  Dec.  30,   1871;    George    Gilbert,  Jan.   17,  1S73; 
Emma  Jane,  April  23,  1874:  Laura.  June  3,  1877 
(died  ]an.  15,  1883);  and  Marv  Esther,  Sept.  23, 
1879.  ■ 

On  X'ational  and  State  issues  Islr.  Griswold  s 
afiiliations  are  with  the  Republican  party.  He  is 
not,  however,  either  an  active  politician  or  a  violent 
partisan,  and  on  local  issties  he  is  altogether  inde- 
pendent. Fie  is  a  member  of  Stanley  Post,  G.  A. 
R.,  of  Xew  Britain  and  of  Pequot  Council,  Xo.  24, 
Sr.  O.  U.  A.  M.,  of  Berlin. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  patriotism  of  the  Gris- 
wold family  the  State  records  show  a  long  list  of 
those  who  served  their  country  during  the  Revolti- 

!  tionary  war,  and  in  subsequent  wars  they  have  re- 

I  sponded  in  goodly  numbers  to  their  country's  call. 
The  familv  are  especially  proud  of  the  fact  that  from 
the  arrival  of  the  founders  of  the  family  to  the 
present  time,  their  record  has  been  remarkable  in 
that,  so  far  is  known,  no  member  has  ever  brought 
disgrace  upon  the  fair  name  of  the  family,  and  that 
in  all  the  elements  that  go  to  make  upright  and 

I  honorable  citizens  they  have,  as  a  family,  been  pos- 
sessed in  a  remarkable  degree. 

I  ^  ..    ■■  :- 

1 

i       EDWTX  IVES  CLARK,  a  prosperous  and  rep- 
resentative farmer  and  mechanic  of  Berlin,  is  a 
natr\'e  of  Hartford  county.    His  ancestors  for  gen- 
erations past  have  lived  and  died  in  Connecticut, 
and  for  a  third  of  a  century  the  fortunate  lot  of 
]\lr.  Clark  has  been  cast  in  the  county  of  his  birth. 
1  In  early  years  he  gave  heed  to  a  desire  for  travel, 
j  and  his  life  away  from  his  native  place  practically 
I  ended  with  the  three  years'  gallant  service  which 
I  he  rendered  his  country  during  the  period  of  the 
I  Civil  war. 

!  I\Ir.  Clark  was  born  on  what  was  known  as 
I  the  old  Squire  place,  in  Berlin,  X'ov.  15,  1841,  son 
of  Hiram  Clark,  and  grandson  of  Linus  Clark, 
the  last  named  born  in  1786,  in  Kensington.  He 
i  was  a  farmer  and  miller,  working  at  Moore's  Mills, 
!  Kensington,  grinding  grain  and  manufacturing 
I  cement.  He  was  a  man  of  unblcrn'slied  character 
'  and  many  noble  traits.    Fie  married  Polly  Perkins, 
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aiul  to  tl'.ciii  were  born  thirteen  eliiKlren,  of  wlioni 
Linns,  Henry,  John,  Russell,  Hiram,  Lain-a,  Mary, 
]£niily  and  Julia  g;re\v  to  maturity;  the  others  died 
yountj.  Linus  Clark  died  May  -25,  1832,  his  wife 
surviving-  until  I\lay  3,  1S43. 

Hiram  Clark,  the  lather  of  our  subject,  was 
horn  in  Kensington  Feb.  25,  1814.  His  educa- 
tional advantages  were  meager,  but  he  improved 
them  all,  and  in  later  life  added  constantly  to  his 
fund  of  knowledge  by  careful  and  systematic  read- 
ing-. He  acquired  a  knowledge  of  the  shoemaker's 
trade  with  Mr.  Stocking,  and  later  worked  for 
Samuel  IJishop,  in  a  shop  which  stood  on  the  pres- 
ent lot  of  his  son.  At  the  completion  of  a  four- 
years  apprenticeship  Hiram  Clark  was  the  posses- 
sor of  a  new  suit  of  clothes  and  of  twenty-five  dol- 
lars. Lor  several  years  he  worked  as  a  journey- 
man sh.oemaker,  and  then  adopted  a  mode  of  mer- 
cantile trade  which  was  not  ur.common  in  those 
days,  peddling-  Yankee  notions  from  a  wagon 
throughout  the  Southern  States  for  a  pericxl  of 
seven  or  eight  years ;  he  was  very  successful  in  this 
business.  Mr.  Clark  then  settled  down  and  engaged 
in  farming.  He  purchased  the  Bishop  place,  and 
land  adjoining  to  the  extent  of  about  eight  acres. 
Later  he  worked  for  some  years  in  Brandegee's 
cotton  factory,  and  then  removed  to  East  Berlin, 
where  assumed  a  contract  in  the  shops  and  also 
conducted  a  boarding-house.  In  1851  he  returned 
to  the  farm,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
years.  He  was  a  stanch  Re^.ublican  in  politics, 
and  believed  it  the  duty  of  American  citizenship 
to  give  personal  attention  to  the  primaries,  a  belief 
which  he  conscientiously  practiced.  In  religious 
faith  he  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  He  married  Jeannette  Treat,  who  was  born 
April  3,  1S17,  daughter  of  Abba  Treat,  of  Crom- 
well, Conn.,  a  farmer,  who  began  life  for  himself 
as  a  poor  young  man  and  eventually  amassed  a 
large  property.  To  Hiram  and  Jeannette  Clark 
W'ere  born  three  children:  Hiram,  Edwin  I.  and 
Nancy  Augusta.  Hiram  was  born  April  9,  1839, 
became  a  private  in  Company  K,  i6th  Conn. 
V.  I.,  was  captured  at  the  battle  of  Plymouth,  and 
died  at  Andersonville  Aug.  18,  1864.  Nancy  Au- 
gusta was  born  April  20,  1843,  became  the  wife 
of  Royal  Bentley,  a  railroad  man  of  Deep  River, 
and  is  now  deceased.  The  father  d'ed  March  18, 
1875.  the  mother  surviving  until  Feb.  21,  1880. 

Edwin  I.  Clark  attended  in  his  boyhood  days 
the  schools  of  Berlin  and  the  academy  in  that 
town.  Although  an  apt  pupil  and  an  active  reader 
his  mind  turned  to  trade,  and  when  about  seven- 
teen years  of  age  he  began  handling  various  lines 
of  goods  in  New  York  State.  He  was  thus  travel- 
ing when  the  first  call  for  75,000  troops  was  made 
by  President  Lincoln,  and  returning  to  Hartford 
he  there  enlisted,  in  Company  K,  Third  Conn.  V. 
I.,  for  three  months.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term 
of  service  he  re-enlisted,  this  time  in  Company  G, 
First  Heavy  Artillery,  Connecticut  Volunteers,  for 


!  three  years,  rising  to  the  rank  of  corporal  and 
i  gtniner.  He  participated  in  many  of  the  sharp 
I  struggles  during  the  memorable  conflict,  and  was 
!  at  5lalvern  Hill.  Bull  Run,  siege  of  Yorktown, 
j  Golden's  farm,  Chickahoniiny  Swamp,  Seven  Oaks, 
j  Hanover  Courthouse,  Harrison  L;jiding  and  the 
i  seven-davs"  fight  imder  Gen.  McClellan  during  the 
i  Peninsular  campaign.  He  was  .  t  Petersburg-,  and 
j  was  with  the  three  batteries  at  Fredericksburg, 
i  serving  under  Gens.  Burnside,  Hooker  and  J^Ieade. 
I  His  term  of  service  expired  while  the  regiment 
j  was  in  front  of  Petersburg,  in  18O4,  and  he  was 
I  honorably  discharged. 

!       Returning  home,  Mr.  Clark  engaged  in  farm- 
j  ing  for  three  years.     He  then  embarked  in  the 
grocery  business  at  Hartford,  and  selling  out  re- 
turned to  the  farm,  where  in  connection  with  his 
agricultural  work  he  has  followed  carpentry.  He 
now  owns  the  old  home  farm,  and  has  also  pur- 
chased the  Elbert  Clark  place.    IMr.  Clark  carries 
I  on  dairy  farming,  and  keeps  from  twenty  to  twen- 
I  ty-five  cows.    He  has  prospered,  and  the  success 
he  has  attained  is  due  to  his  own  efforts.    In  poli- 
tics he  has  always  been  a  Republican,  and  in  the 
local  affairs  of  his  party  he  has  taken  an  active 
j  interest.     In  the  fall  of  1893  he  was  elected  to 
I  the  board  of  selectmen,  and  has  since  bcvU  a  mem- 
I  ber  of  that  board  continuously,  serving  during  this 
i  time  as  chairman  and  for  three  years  as  first  select- 
i  man.    Socially  Mr.  Clark  is  a  member  of  Merriam 
1  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  IMeriden,  of  the  American  jMe- 
'  chanics,  the  Order  of  United  Friends,  and  of  the 
Grange,-  of  w^hicli  latter  he  has  been  master  for 
several  years.    In  religious  connection  he  and  his 
wife  belong  to  the  Congregational  Church. 

Mr.  Clark  married,  in  1S66,  IMiss  Annie  N. 
Deming,  who  was  born  June  17,  1843,  ^  daughter 
!  of  George  and  Lura  (Derby)  Deming,  of  Elling- 
ton, and  a  granddaughter  of  Sylvester  Deming,  of 
Wethersfield,  both  her  father  and  grandfather  be- 
i  i:!g  representative  farmers, and  descendants  of  an  old 
I  Vermont  family.    She  was  one  of  a  family  of  seven 
I  children :    Roxcy,  IMartha,  Annie,  George,  Charles, 
j  Lura  and  Fannie.    To  our  subject  and  wife  have 
I  been  born  four  children  :   Lillian  A. ;  Cora  Augusta, 
I  wife   of    Everett    Honiss ;    Georg?   Fliram ;  and 
:  Arthur  Edwin. 

WILLIA^I  WEBSTER  STILLMAN.  The 
i  subject  of  this  sketch  was  clerk  of  the  board  of 

selectmen  at  Hartford  for  a  period  of  twenty-five 
I  years,  or  until  1896,  when  the  office  was  abolished, 

and  he  accepted  the  superintendency  of  the  Board 
;  of  Charity  Commissioners.  He  is  yet  a  young  man, 
I  and  to  an  unusual  degree  has  evinced  those  sterling 
'  and  engaging  traits  of  character,  which  peculiarly 
I  fit  one  for  public  service.  He  is  a  son  of  Allyn  S. 
;  Stillman,  one  of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of 

Hartford  a  half-century  ago,  and  a  descendant  in 
j  the  sixth  generation  from  George  Stillman,  of  Had- 
'  ley,  iMass.,  who  about  1703-04  removed  thence  to 
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\\'ctlioi>nokl.  Conn.,   where  lie  remained   tliroui;li  i 
liic.       The   line  of  deseent   to  ovn-   snhjeet  was 
lliroui;li  (II)  Xathaniel  Stillnian  :  (111)  Xaihaniei  j 
Stilhunn;         )  janies  StiUnian.  horn  Sept.  9,  1770, 
removed    from  Glastonbnry  to    W'ethersfield.  and  ■ 
died  in  Septemlier,  1S54;  ( \" )  AUyn  S.  Slillman, 
father  of  our  subject.  j 

(1\  )  James  Stilhiian,  the  grandfatlier  of  our  i 
subject,  married  lilizalietli  W'elister,  who  was  ixirn 
in  177-',  and  (bed  in  1845.  -'^'i^'  ^^''^^  ^"^1  the  sever.tl; 
generation  from  John  W  ebster,  wlio  was  born  in 
England,  and  in  165S  became  g-overnor  of  Con- 
necticut, serving-  three  years.  The  line  of  descent 
is  through  (II  )  Robert  Webster ;  (111  )  Jonathan 
Webster,  deceased  in  1694:  (I\')  Jonathan  Web- 
ster, born  i68j,  died  175S;  {V)  Jonathan  Webster, 
deceased  in  1789:  and  John  Webster,  who 

married  in  1769. 

Allyn  S.  Stillman  was  both  in  Wethersfield, 
Conn.,  Aj)ril  28,  1800.  He  received  only  a  com- 
mon-school education,  and  in  1818,  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years,  removed  to  Hartford,  where  he 
learned  the  bookbinder's  trade  from  Oliver  D.  Cook, 
whose  establishment  occupied  the  present  site  of 
Bullerstein's  store.  ]\Jr.  Stillman  possessed  a  char- 
acter too  strong  to  continue  very  long  as  a  work- 
man in  the  employ  of  others.  He  soon  started  m 
business  for  himself,  thus  inaugurating  a  long  and 
prominent  business  career.  At  one  time  he  was 
senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Stillman  &  Parsons. 
He  was  the  first  photograph  album  manufacturer 
in  the  United  States,  and  engaged  extensively  in 
the  manufactitre  of  blank  books,  etc.,  on  the  site 
of  Mr,  Talcott"s  present  bindery,  building  up  a 
reputation  for  most  excellent  work.  Until  Case, 
Brainard  &;  Lockwood  started  in  business,  he  owned  j 
and  conducted  the  principal  book  binderv  in  Hart-  ! 
ford  county,  if  not  in  the  State.  His  public  career  I 
was  fully  as  honorable  and  extended  as  his  busi- 
ness at'nievements.  For  sixteen  years  he  served 
as  first  selectman  of  Hartford,  and'  in  1864  he  was 
elected  mayor  of  the  city  of  Hartford.  He  was 
chief  of  the  fire  department  for  manv  years,  and  in 
his  honor  a  hose  company  w^as  named  the  Stillman 
Hose  Co.  He  was  also  one  of  the  fire  commission- 
ers, and  for  twenty  years  was  president  of  the 
tircmen's  Benevolent  Society.  In  politics  he  was 
a  Whig  and  a  Republican,  and  as  an  admirer  of 
Horace  Greeley  he  in  1872  became  a  liberal  Re- 
publican. A  man  of  strong,  forceful  character, 
with  keen  native  ability,  he  was  one  of  the  leading 
men  of  the  city.  He  served  as  first  major  of  the 
Putnam  Phalanx,  succeeding  Major  Goodwin.  In 
religious  affiliations  he  was  an  attendant  at  Christ 
Church. 

Mr.  Stillman  was  married,  Nov.  11,  1833,  to 
Miss  Cecilia  Andrus,  and  to  them  were  born  the 
following  children:  Cecilia,  widow  of  Sanniel  H. 
^^'Hite;  Charles  A.,  of  Wincherter.  Mass. ;  Alice 
U'cbsler;  Allyn,  of  New  York  City;  and  William 


Webster,  our  subject.  Allyn  Stillman  dici!  [an. 
_\S,  ]S8o,  his  willow  on  l'\'b.  j8.  i8i;J. 

Willi;nn  Webster  .Stillman,  our  subject,  v.a.; 
born  in  Jlarlfor^l  Jan.  1,  185J.  He  was  educated 
in  the  cimimon  scliools  of  the  city,  attending  the 
old  Center  school,  and  then  look  a  course  in  the 
Osborne  priv'ate  school,  and  also  one  at  Bryant  & 
Stratti Ill's  r.u^iness  College,  in  the  Opera  House 
block,  graduating  at  the  age  of  sixteen  vears.  Mr. 
Stillman  then  began  life  as  correspondent  for  J.  P>. 
Burr  it  Co.,  publishers  of  ■"Sunshine  and  Shadow," 
remaining  with  them  for  aliout  two  years.  He 
filled  the  same  position  with  S.  S.  Scranton,  and 
later  with  the  American  Publisning  Co. 

In  October,  187 1,  before  he  had  reached  his 
twentieth  birthday,  lie  was  appointed  clerk  of  the 
board  of  selectmen,  holding  the  position  contin- 
uously under  the  various  selectmen  until  1896,  when 
the  Board  of  Charity  Commissioners  was  created, 
becoming  operator  on  June  15,  of  that  year.  Mr. 
Stillman  was  at  once  appointed  acting  superintend- 
ent, continuing  in  that  capacity  until  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  board,  in  December,  1896.  Mr. 
Stillman  is  a  Democrat,  but  is  not  active  in  politics. 
Pie  is  a  member  of  the  South  Baptist  Church. 
Among  the  fraternal  organizations  he  is  a  member 
of  St.  John's  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Elks.  He  married  ^lary  McRae 
Robins,  daughter  of  Gurdon  and  Mary  Robins,  of 
Hartford.  Pie  is  one  of  the  successful  younger 
men  of  Hartford. 

HON.  JOHN  F.  FITTS,  who  passed  away 
Julv  7,  1899,  was  a  well-known  agriculturist  of  the 
town  of  East  \\'indsor,  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war, 
and  as  a  citizen  gave  abundant  proofs  of  his  public 
spirit,  having  been  always  ready  to  assist  in  the 
various  progressive  movements  of  his  locality. 

'Mr.  Pitts  was  born  in  the  town  of  East  Windsor, 
Oct.  26,  1826,  a  son  of  Sylvester  and  Xancy  (Wells) 
Pitts.  As  the  mother  died  when  he  was  a  mere 
infant,  he  was  adopted  by  Capt.  Daniel  French,  of 
East  Windsor,  with  whom  he  remained  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  sixteen.  For  three  years  fol- 
lowing he  was  employed  as  a  farm  hand,  but  as  he 
desired  better  educational  privileges  than  had  fallen 
to  his  lot  he  then  went  to  East  Hampton,  Mass., 
and  entered  the  Williston  Seminary,  where  he  con- 
tinued his  studies  for  two  terms.  On  his  return, 
because  of  poor  health,  he  engaged  in  teaching, 
being  employed  at  East  Windsor  Hill  for  two 
years,  and  after  that  time  he  engaged  in  farming. 
He  located  first  on  a  farm  just  across  the  road  from 
the  present  homestead  of  the  family,  to  which  he 
removed  in  1870,  and  in  addition  to  general  farm- 
ing he  was  interested  in  tobacco  culture.  His 
military  service  lasted  from  August,  1862,  to  Au- 
gust, 1863,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged  at 
Hartford.  He  enlisted  in  Company  G,  25th  Conn. 
\'.  P,  for  nine  months,  and  during  his  term  of  active 
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j.crvicc  took  part  in  two  cngag'cmcnts  at  Irish  Bend, 
].?...  aui!  <pcnr  seven  wcoks  witli  the  forces  bcsict^- 
ing-  Port  Hudson.  I'olitically  he  was  a  RcinibHcan 
from  the  organization  of  t!ie  party,  and  in  1858  and 
l8(X)  he  served  as  a  nie:nber  of  the  Slate  Legisla- 
ture. His  keen  interest  in  educational  advance- 
ment was  shown  by  thirty  years  of  service  on  the 
local  school  !)oard,  and  he  was  a  prominent  worker 
in  the  First  Congregational  Church  of  East  \\  ind- 
sor,  in  which  he  held  the  office  of  deacon  for  twenty 
years,  and  with  wdiich  his  family  are  now  con- 
nected. 

In  1870  ]\fr.  Fitts  married  Mrs.  ^dary  I.  Skinner, 
widow  of  William  \\".  Skinner,  and  daughter  of 
Nelson  S.  Osborn,  of  Fast  Windsor.  The  follow- 
ing" children  blessed  the  imion :  Edward  B.,  a 
resident  of  Xew  Lebanon  Center,  X.  Y. ;  Elizabeth 
H.;  John  X.;  a  daughter  died  in  infancy;  and 
Charles  S. 

FRAXKLIX  GREEXE  CO^ISTOCK,  one  of 
the  best-known  citizens  of -East  Flanford.  is  the  eld- 
est son  of  \\'illiam  G.  Comstock,  a  full  biographical 
sketch  of  whom  is  given  elsewhere.  He  is  also. the 
oldest  representative  of  his  generation,  the  ninth, 
descended  from  the  founder  of  the  family  in  Amer- 
ica, \\'illiam  Comstock,  who  came  from  England  or 
Wales,  in  1635,  the  line  of  descent  being  as  follows: 
(i)  \Mlliam;  (2)  John;  (3)  John  (2),  born  in 
1676:  (4)  John  (3)  ;  (5)  Chrstopher,  born  n  1720; 
(6)  Jabez,  died  ^March  23,  181 2,  aged  fiftey-seven 
years;  (7)  Franklin  G.,  horn  r\larch  17,  1790,  died 
in  1845;  (8)  William  G.,  born  Oct.  11,  1810;  and 
(9)  Franklin  G.,  the  subject  of  this  notice. 

Franklin  G.  Comstock  was  born  in  Wethersfield, 
this  county,  I\Iay  27,  183S,  attended  the  common 
schools  and  the  academy  of  that  town,  Cooke  Louns- 
bury  being  one  of  the  teachers,  and  then  at  East 
Flampton,  ]\lass.,  attended  a  private  school  taught 
by"?  Mr.  ^^'right,  who  had  formerlv  been  principal 
of  Williston  Seminary.  Later  he  attended  D.  H. 
Chase's  preparatory  school  for  boys  at  ^liddletown. 
Conn.,  and  at  fourteen  years  of  age  entered  Wilbra- 
ham  College,  where  lie  studied  one  year,  and  then 
went  to  the  old  Hart  school,  at  Farmington,  under 
Simeon  Hart,  one  of  the  foremost  instructors  of  his 
day.  Young  Franklin  G.  then  went  to  ^Madison, 
Wis.,  Avhere  he  received  a  course  of  commercial  in- 
struction and  was  also  employed  there,  for  two  years 
as  clerk  in  a  mercantile  house.  He  then  accepted  a 
situation  at  Providence,  R.  L,  as  bookkeeper  with 
Orray,  Taft  &  Co.,  cotton  brokers,  remained  with 
the  firm  two  vears,  and  then  returned  to  Wethers- 
field. 

In  1858  Mr.  Comstock  came  to  East  Hartford, 
where  his  parents  had  in  the  meantime  made  their 
home.  From  that  time  until  1S65  he  assisted  his 
father  in  operating  the  home  farm,  and  in  the  year 
last  mentioned  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  solid 
silver  spoons,  at  East  Hartford,  under  the  firm 
name  of  E.  iNI.  Roberts  &;  Co. ;  two  years  later  the 


safe  of  the  firm  was  blown  open  by  burglars  and  de- 
spiuled  of  a  large  (luantity  of  solid  silver  stock.  The 
jvirtnership  was  then  dissolved,  and  Mr.  Comstock 
pexi  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  agricultural  im- 
plements, as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Comstock 
llrothers.  'J'he  father  was  the  patentee  of  an  ex-  • 
ceilent  seed-tower  and  cultivator,  and  to  the  man- 
ufacture of  this  implement  the  brothers  devoted  their 
attention.  It  found  a  market  in  every  part  of  the 
United  States  and  various  other  countries,  and  the 
firm  of  Comstock  Brothers  became  so  well-known, 
through  this  implement,  that  mail  matter  addressed 
to  the  firm,  with  town  and  State  onutted,  invariably 
reached  its  destination.  The  manufacture  of  this 
extraordinary  and  ingenious  invention  was  carried 
on  for  many  years,  but  was  finallv  discontiiuied, 
although  "parts"  are  still  made  for  replacing  worn 
or  broken  parts  to  users  throughctit  the  civilized 
world.  For  some  years  afterward  Mr.  Comstock 
was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cigar  boxes, 
which  he  followed  until  in  January,  1898,  he  finally 
retired  from  all  active  business,  to  rest  in  peace 
after  so  many  years  of  enterprising,  progressive  and 
incessant  industry. 

]Mr.  Comstock  was  happily  joined  in  matrimony 
^lav  28,  1S62,  with  IMiss  Antoinette  Deming,  a 
native  of  East  Hartford,  and  a  daughter  of  Timothy 
and  Eliza  (^^"ing)  Deming.  ]\Ir.  Deming  had 
served  in  the  war  of  1812,  was  a  well-known  citizen 
in  his  day,  was  quite  a  mechanical  genius  and  the 
patentee  of  several  useful  and  ingenious  inventions, 
and  lived  to  reach  the  patriarchal  age  of  ninety-four 
years.  To  the  felicitous  union  of  Mr.  and  'Mrs. 
Comstock  were  born  three  children:  Annie  T.,  born 
]\lay  22,  1863,  widow  of  ^Milton  Ensign,  of  Flock- 
anum,  and  mother  of  two  children,  Louis  M.  and 
ivLith,  the  former  of  whom  lives  with  Mr.  Com-- 
stock :  Amy,  born  March  23,  1866,  is  now  ^Nlrs.  Wal- 
ter Ranney,  of  East  Flartford,  and  has  three  chil- 
dren, Philio,  Xettie  and  Pauline :  and  Harrv  F., 
born  Aug.  29,  1876,  who  is  head  shipping  clerk  for 
Pratt  &  Whitney,  of  Hartford.  The  mother  of  this 
family  was  called  away  June  12,  1883,  a  faithful 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  beloved 
by  all  who  knew  her. 

In  politics  }ilr.  Comstock  has  always  been  a 
Republican,  and  has  shown  his  loyalty  to  the  party 
by  voting  regularly,  but  has  never  sought  office. 
Fraternally,  he  has  been  a  member  of  Orient  Lodge, 
Xo.  62,  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  East  Hartford,  for  thirty- 
seven  years  ;  for  fifteen  years  he  was  a  member  of 
"Putnam  Phalanx,"  of  Hartford,  from  which  he 
retired  with  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant. 

'In  his  e'arlier  manhood  Air.  Comstock  traveled- 
over  the  greater  part  of  the  United  States,  and  east 
of  the  Mississippi  river  has  been  in  every  State  ex- 
cepting one  or  two  in  the  South ;  at  the  Xorth,  in  his 
very  early  days,  when  traveling  for  Comstock.  T'A^rre 
8c  Co.,  of  Wethersfield,  he  once  drove  a  team  to 
^Montreal,  Canada,  and  back,  taking  in  all  the  towns 
en  route.    This  experience  was  of  vast  benefit  to 
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him  in  liis  later  business  career,  as  il  aniplifKHl  his 
knowledge  of  men  and  their  ways  in  the  various 
sections  wliich  he  had  visited,  and  assisted  ni 
niakiny  him  one  ui  the  Lie>t-i<nii\vn  men  in  the  State, 
and  one  of  the  most  substantial  in  ilartiord  eoimiy. 

For  some  years  Mr.  Conistuek  has  been,  a  t;To\vi.r 
of  tobacco,  and  still  over-sees  a  twelve-acre  tract 
which  he  owns  and  which  is  devoted  to  this  line  of 
industry.  He  has  recently  purcliased  a  valuable 
plantation  and  orange  grove  in  Orlando,  Florida, 
where  he  intends  to  reside  hereafter  during  the  v.-in- 
tcr  months.  In  1891  lie  erected  an  excellent 
dwelling  on  Main  street,  East  Hartford,  and  this  is 
his  present  habitation.  Notwithstanding  his  very 
active  and  arduous  business  life  his  health  is  some- 
thing remarkable,  as  he  has  never  known  a  sick  day, 
and  has  never  suffered  from  any  inlirmitv  except  a 
slight  impairment  of  hearmg.  Mentally  and  phys- 
ically lie  is  to-day  as  strongly  constituted  as  most 
men  of  thirty-five  years.  Unassuming,  plain  and 
approachable,  straightforward  and  honest,  he  is  es- 
teemed by  the  entire  community  as  no  other  man  is. 
and  his  family  share  with  him  this  high  respect. 

MARSHALL  PARRISH  NORTON  is  the 
senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Norton  &  Pierce, 
proprietors  of  Lake  Compounce,  one  of  the  most 
popular  pleasure  resorts  in  Hartford  county.  This 
lake  and  its  surroundings  have  been  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Norton  family  since  17S7. 

Mr.  Norton  is  the  eldest  son  of  Gad  and  iMary 
A.  (Wiard)  Norton,  and  was  born  in  Southing- 
ton,  June  10,  1842.  He  passed  his  boyhood  and 
youth  on  the  home  farm,  acquiring  a  good  prac- 
tical education  in  the  coinmon  schools  and  Lewis 
Academy,  and  since  attaining  his  majority  has  been 
identified  with  the  Lake  Compounce  resort,  as  its 
manager  and  one  of  its  proprietors.  He  is  an  en- 
terprising and  progressive  citizen,  and  very  pop- 
ular with  the  public. 

The  lineage  of  the  Nortons,  compiled  in  tabular 
and  chart  form,  runs  back  to  a  remote  ancestry  in 
Russian,  Saxon  and  Norman  lines.  The  Norman 
line  begins  with  Rollo,  Duke  of  Normandy,  about 
the  year  900.  The  first  representative  of  the  name 
in  England  was  La  Seignor  de  Norville,  who  came 
over  from  Normandy  as  sheriff  of  William  the 
Conqueror  in  September,  1066.  He  married  into 
the  house  of  Valois,  which  was  afterward  for  a 
long  period  the  roval  family  of  France.  The  Saxon 
pedigree  is  carried  back  in  direct  line  to  Harderich, 
King  of  the  Saxons,  B.  C.  90,  through  Lady  Maud 
de  Grey  de  Ruthven.  who  married  Sir  John  de 
Norville  de  Norton  (eighth  in  line  from  La  Seignor 
de  Norville).  Their  son,  John  de  Norton,  of 
Sharpenhoe,  Bedfordshire,  England,  established  the 
line  called  the  "Sharpenhoe  Nortons,"  from  whom 
the  Nortons  of  New  England  are  descended.  That 
the  family  thus  early  was  numerous  and  influential 
is  evidenced  by  the  not  infrequent  application  of 
the  name  to  English  hamlets  and  towns, as  Chipping 


;  Norton,  Norton  on  the  Yorkshire  border,  Norton 
;  Convers  and   Kings   Norton.    Sharpenhoe  Bury, 
the  property  of  the  Nortons  fur  a  long  period,  was 
a  large  estate  about  thirty  miles  from  London, 
i  with  a  manor  Ikjusc  and  "ancient  chapelle"  in  ex- 
istence in  1J35.    The  moat  surrounding  tb.e  manor 
:  house  and  gri::unds  remains  to  this  day  in  perfect 
■  preservation,  ami  the  cliapel  font,  restored  when 
\  the  cha]Hd  was  demolished  in  1775,  still  stands  in 
i  the  manor  grounds,  covered  with  ivy  and  filled  - 
j  with  lilies,  a  memorial  of  the  ancient  Saxon  times 
i  to  which  it  belonged.    There  still  exists  a  curious 
j  old  deed  of  1545,  recording  the  sale  of  the  Rectory 
j  and    Church  of    Stretly   (adjoining  Sharpenhoe) 
I  by  King  Henry  Ylll  to  his  "trusty  and  beloved 
I  Subject  Thomas  Norton  of  Sharpenhoe,"  which 
j  deed  was  "witnessed  by  Catherine  (Parr),  Queen 
j  of  England  and  General  Regent  thereof  at  West- 
minster." 

Thomas  Norton,  son  of  Thomas,  above,  v^'as  a 
dramatic  writer,  and  the  author,  with  Sir  Thomas 
Lockville,  of  "Gorboduc,"  the  first  English  tragedy, 
:  wdiich  was  also  the  first  successful  experiment  in 
I  blank  verse.    He  was  the  autlior  also  of  important 
translations.     He  married   (first)   ^^largaret.  only 
child  and  heir  of  Thomas  Cranmer,  Archbishop  of 
I  Canterbury,  and  (second)  Alice,  daughter  of  Ed- 
I  ward  Cranmer,  brother  of  Thomas.    The  second 
wife  was  the  mother  uf  his  five  children.    He  died 
in  1584. 

In  1G86  Thomas  Aorton  established  and  en- 
dow-ed  for  all  time  a  free  school  in  Sharpenhoe 
for  eight  poor  children  and  a  tutor,  and,  although 
the  property  was  sold  out  of  the  family  in  1708, 
the  school  is  still  maintained,  by  an  annual  rent 
j  charge  provided  for  by  its  founder, 
i       John  Norton,  the  founder  of  the  line  known 
as  the  "Farmington  Nortons,"  was  born  probably 
in  London  about  1620-24,  and  in  or  before  1646 
came  with  his  wife,  Dorathy,  to  Branford,  Conn., 
and  was  one  of  the  "first  planters"  of  that  place. 
I  Early  in  1659  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Farm- 
I  ington.    At  this  time  he  was  buying  and  selling 
[  land— "seven  pieces  of  land  and  housing  in  Hart- 
I  ford  upon  the  River  of  Connecticut."  According 
'■  to  an  old  deed,  "One  parcel  abuts  on  the  old  high- 
way leading  from  the  ox-pasture  to  the  mill  on 
the  west  side  of    land  appointed    for  a  burying 
place,"  this  bttrying  place  being  the  old  Center 
I  cliurch  burying  ground,  lately  restored,  and  the 
land  being  in  what  is  now  the  heart  of  the  city, 
:  near  the  old  State  House.    John  Norton  was  one 
of    the    eighty- four    proprietors   of  Farmington, 
v.hich  included    at  that  time    Southington,  New 
\  Britain,  Berlin,  Bristol,  Burlington,  Avon,  Plain- 
i  ville  and  parts  of  ^\'olcott,  Harwinton  and  Bloom- 
i  field.    He  died  Nov.  5,  1709. 

;       John  Norton  (2),  son  of  John,  above,  was  born  ■ 
j  at  Branford  Oct.  14,  1657,  and  married  Ruth  iMoore, 
I  daughter  of  Isaac  Moore.    He  died  at  Farming- 
ton  April  25,  1725.     His  daughters  intermarried 
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willi  the  Xcwclls.  of  I'armington,  and  the  Sey- 
mour, Catlin,  Panlrv  and  iVatt  taniihes,  of  Hart- 
ford. 11c  was  one  of  tlie  committer  for  t!ie  (Hvision 
and  di-trihutioii  of  Soinb.in^ton  lands  in  17^2,  ;.nd 
look  as  a  j'art  of  hi^  iHTtion  the  "59th  lot  in  the 
•^d  tier,"  adjoining  Lake  C"o;n]>ounce,  which  has 
remained  tlie  property  of  his  descendants  through 
seven  generations,  ile  was  a  meniiu'r  of  the  Urojk- 
lield  Clarrison  in  1675,  and  a  rejiresentative  in  the 
General  Court  of  Connecticut  in  i(>So-Si -82. 

Ebenezer  -\orton,  son  of  John  {2),  was  born 
at  Farmington  in  iC^yj,  married  Sarah  Savage,  of 
!Middletown,  Julv  7,  1726,  and  had  a  family  of 
eight  children.  He  died  ^larch  21,  1750.  in  South- 
ington,  where  he  was  one  of  the  early  settlers. 

Ebenezer  Norton  [2),  son  of  Ebenezer  (i), 
born  in  1746,  married  Sybil  Parrish,  of  Branford, 

1773-  He  died  at  Southingron  Oct.  3,  1S07. 
He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revokitionarv'  war.  He 
was  a  worthy  and  respected  citizen,  and  influential 
in  town  and  church  attairs. 

Parrish  Norton,  son  of  Ebenezer  (2),  the  sev- 
enth of  a  family  of  eleven  children,  was  born  in 
1786  in  Southington.  and  married  Betsy  Rice,  of 
Cheshire,  Oct  10,  181 1.    He  died  Aug.  11,  1838. 

Gad  Norton,  one  of  the  six  children  of  Parrish, 
was  born  at  Southington  Oct.  24,  1815,  an  J  mar- 
ried ^Mary  A.,  daughter  of  Solomon  and  Olive 
(Comes)  Wiard,  of  W'olcott,  Oct.  23,  1839.  He 
died  May  4,  1S98.  He  was  a  prominent  and  in- 
fluential man,  and  was  recognized  as  one  of  the 
valued  and  useful  citizens  of  his  community ;  served 
as  selectman  of  Southington  in  1874  and  1875, 
and  was  a  director  of  the  Bristol  National  Bank 
and  the  Bristol  Savings  Bank.  In  May,  1875,  the 
General  Court,  at  his  request,  set  oft  to  Bristol 
so  much  of  the  town  of  Southington  as  was  in- 
cluded in  his  homestead,  making  the  now  familiar 
jog  on  the  map  on  the  line  of  division  betw^een  the 
two  towns.  He  inherited  from  his  father  the  Com- 
pounce  property,  which  he  developed  as  a  summer 
resort  in  the  years  previous  to  1850.  His  chil- 
dren are  ]Marshall  Parrish,  whose  portrait  is  here 
presented ;  Alice  J. ;  Julius  G. ;  and  Gilbert  E.,  who 
inherits  the  old  homestead,  and  is  an  energetic  and 
successful  man  of  affairs. 

NOR^IAN  LOO-AHS  is  one  of  the  old  and  val- 
ued citizens  of  the  town  of  ■Manchester  and  the  coun- 
ty of  Hartford,  where,  throughout  his  long  residence, 
he  has  won  an  enviable  reputation  for  untiring  in- 
dustry and  unimpeachable  integrity.  His  fellow 
townsmen  pay  him  their  highest  tribute  when  they 
refer  to  him  the  intricate  questions  arising  out  of  the 
administration  of  estates  where  th^  question  of  heir- 
ship is  disputed.    But  on  this  subject  more,  anon. 

Norman  Loomis  was  born  Aug.  i,  1821,  in  the 
town  of  Hebron,  Andover  Society,  in  Tolland  coun- 
ty. Being  the  son  of  Jacob  Loomis,  a  farmer  and 
much  noted  man  in  his  dav,  a  descendant  of  the  first 
settler  of  Bolton,  our  subject's  early  years  were 
35 


I  tilleil  with  hard  work,  as  were  those  of  most  of  the 
'  men  and  women  who,  through  patient  toil  and  im- 
tlagging  energy,  have  made  Connecticut  what  it  is 
to-dav.    Suclt  education  as  he  received  early  in  life 
was  attained  o\]\y  through  great  personal  effort  and 
self-sacnhoe.    The  district  school  was  the  first  nur- 
ser\'  of  his  juvenile  mind,  and  he  experienced  difti- 
I  culty  in  passing  through  even  the  limited  ctu'riculum 
j  which  it  afforded.    Only  for  three  months  of  the 
year  was  he  given  the  "golden  opportunity,"  tlie 
I  term  commencing  shortly  after  Thanksgiving,  when 
I  farm  work  was  at  a  stand-still,  and  ending  early  in 
I  the  spring,  when  the  boys  were  needed  for  plowing 
\  and  planting.    The  school-house  was  two  and  one- 
I  half  miles  from  the  farm,  but  he  manfully  trudged 
j  the  five  miles  each  day,  besides  walking  some  two 
!  miles  around  the  farm  to  feed  the  stock.    It  is  from 
I  such  men  as  this  that  have  descended  the  sons  and 
:  daughters  of  New  England  who  have  spread  over 
^  a  continent,  permeating  alike  its  industries,  its  aspi- 
I  rations  and  its  thoughts.    Those  were  not  the  days 
'  of  well-built  school  houses,  wth  high-ceiled,  steam- 
i  heated  rooms.  The  seats  were  of  slabs,  and  an  open, 
smoky  fireplace  was  the  only  source  of  heat.  Such 
as  thev  were,  however,  these  old-time  Yankee  school 
j  houses  have  leavened  the  civilization  of  the  country, 
j  After  acquiring  such  knowledge  as  his  limited  op- 
portunities afforded  at  home,  he  had  recourse,  for 
his  further  intellectual  advancement,  to  the  high 
school  at  Andover.    The  tuition  at  this  school  was 
but  two  and  one-half  dollars  per  quarter,  yet  young 
Loomis  was  obliged  to  pay  even  this  small  sum  by 
hauling  cordwood.  driving  three  yoke  of  oxen  at 
the  liberal  remuneration  of  one  dollar  and  fifty 
cents  per  day.    This  was  pre-eminently  fatiguing 
and  unsatisfactory,  and  during  his  last  term  at  the 
institution  he  earned  his  board  and  tuition  by  such 
work  as  a  stalwart  young  man  might  perform,  work- 
ing early  and  late. 

Thus  ^Ir.  Loomis  continued  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  sixteen  years,  when  he  began  his  appren- 
ticeship of  three  years  at  the  trade  of  a  carriage- 
maker.    During  this  period  he  received  his  board, 
■  with  a   sliding   scale   of  pecuniary  reward :  i.  e., 
thirty  dollars  for  the  first  year,  thirty-five  for  the 
second,  and  fortv  for  the  last.    The  pay.  however, 
stood  in  an  inverse  ratio  to  his  capability.  No  sooner 
had  he  qualified  himself  as  a  journeyman  than  he 
secured  a  post  as  foreman  in  the  carriage  shop  of 
Benton  J.  Kellogg,  of  North  Glastonbury,  where  he 
continued  for  two  years.    From  Glastonbury  he 
went  to  Rocky  Hill,  where  he  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Merriman  Carriage  Co.   For  five  years  he 
lived  in  Berlin,  where  his  industry  and  intelligence 
soon  brought  him  into  prominence,  both  as  a  me- 
chanic and  as  a  citizen.   Within  a  year  he  was  made 
:  constable,  deputy  sherifif,  and.  not  long  afterward, 
i  justice  of  the  peace.    It  was  at  about  tliis  period  of 
1  his  life  that  he  began  reading  law,  his  preceptor 
I  being  Francis  Chambers,  a  personal  friend.  \\'hile 
he  never  applied  for  admission  to  the  Bar,  he  ac- 
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(juired  an  iiitiiiiatc  acijuainlance  wilii  the  undciiviiig 
jTinoiplc?  ui  ilic  ^cu'iicc,  which  has  ever  since  slooii 
liiin  in  yuod  ^tead.  While  Hving  ai  Bcrhn  iio  per- 
ceived symptoms  of  faihng  heahli,  and  at  once  ahan- 
I'lOned  active  work  to  seek  occupation  in  the  l-'ar 
\\'cst.  He  devoted  a  year  to  traveh  and  Iiis  adven- 
tures were  nunuTuas  and  exciting'.  With  two 
friends  whose  acquaintance  he  had  made  hy  chance, 
he  visited  a  Sioux  chieftain,  on  the  lartlier  slope  of 
the  "Rockies/'  and  the  old  Indian  warrior  presented 
'Sir.  Looniis  with  a  copper  hi-acelet,  which  is  one  of 
the  most  highly-prized  specimens  in  his  extensive 
and  unique  collection  of  curios.  He  was  immensely 
impressed  by  th.e  possibilities  of  the  Northwest,  but 
his  enthusiasm  exceeded  his  experience.  He  per- 
ceived that  ^Minnesota  was  destined  to  become  one 
of  the  great  wheat-growing,  wheat-distributing  cen- 
ters of  the  country,  and  on  his  return  to  Berlin  he 
enlisted  the  interest  of  some  of  his  friends  in  the 
formation  of  a  concern  to  start  a  flouring-mill  at 
Wasioja,  Dodge  Co.,  Minn.  Unfortunately  for  the 
success  of  the  scheme,  the  spot  chosen  for  the  venture 
was  so  far  out  of  the  way  of  travel  that  even  all  tlie 
machinery  for  the  mill  (  not  to  speak  of  its  putative 
product)  had  to  be  hauled  by  teams.  The  project 
was  abandoned,  and  in  1S57  }^Ir.  Loomis  returned  to 
Connecticut,  taking  up  his  residence  at  Hartford. 
With  his  expert  knowledge  of  carriage-making,  he 
did  not  find  it  difficult  to  secure  a  remunerative  posi- 
tion. For  four  years  he  was  foreman  for  one  of  the 
leading  factories  of  the  State,  and  in  1S61  he  en- 
tered the  employ  of  the  Sharp's  Rifle  Company, 
which  held  a  valuable  government  contract,  remain- 
ing with  that  company  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
Then  lie  accepted  a  position  in  the  car  shops  of  the 
Xew  York  &  Xew  Haven  Railway  Co.,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1867.  In  that  year  he  began  to  "farm," 
and  bought  his  present  holding,  which  he  has 
brought  to' a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  on  which 
he  has  lived  ever  since.  In  addition  to  his  farm  he 
owns  valuable  real  estate  in  and  around  3,Ianchester, 
a  part  of  which  has  been  improved  by  the  erection 
of  factories. 

In  June,  1861,  ]\Ir.  Loomis  was  married  to  Miss 
Rose  Bunce,  who  died  Dec.  15,  1891.  Their  union 
was  blessed  with  two  children,  Charles  B.  and  Xor- 
man  ]M.  The  first  named  is  bookkeeper  in  the  em- 
ploy of  Walton  Grant,  of  ?\Ianchester,  and  the 
younger  has  completed  his  second  year  at  Trinity 
College. 

Since  Mr.  Loonn"s  has  settled  down  to  the  pro- 
saic life  of  a  farmer  his  knowledge  of  law,  joined  to 
his  sterling  integrity,  has  stood  him  in  good  stead. 
For  eight  years  he  has  exercised  the  functions  of  a 
notary  public,  and  he  has  been  called  upon  to  adju- 
dicate disputed  questions  in,  and  to  settle  up,  fully 
one  hundred  estates — a  record  without  parallel 
among  the  laity.  In  politics  he  is  Republican,  and 
has  twice  filled  a  seat  in  the  Legislature,  with  credit 
to  his  constituents  and  honor  to  himself.  In  1859 
he  represented  his  native  town,  and  in  1889  the  town 


I  of  Manchester.  At  i)resent  ( 1900)  he  is  a  member 
.  of  the  board  of  relief,  on  which  he  has  served  in  all 
1  about  seven  years.  He  has  Ijcen  a  memlier  of  the 
j  Masonic  Fraternity  for  many  ye.irs.  W  hile  not 
I  nominally  aflihated  with  any  church,  his  lite  is  the 
I  best  exposition  of  his  conce])tion  of  true  Christianity. 

j       WARRi:X  WALTl'R  THORPF,  of  Xo.  144 
I  r\lain  i-treet,  and  proprietor  of  one  of  the  neatest 
j  and  most  extensive  shoe  stores  in  Bristol,  was  born 
i  in  Soulhington,  Comi.,  Xov.  19,  1839,  and  is  a  son 
I  of  Lauren  and  Catherine  (Byington)  Thorpe,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  Jan.  19,  1805,  married 
Sept.  21,  1831,  and  died  Jan.  11,  1S43;  "^lic  latter 
was  born  Jan.  24,  1808,  and  died  Jan.  23,  1894. 

Asahel    Thorpe,  grandfather  of    Warren  \V. 
Thorpe,  was  a  native  of  England,  and  a  gentleman 
of  considerable  wealth,  the  'ihorpe  family  being  the 
I  original  proprietors  of  Hyde  Park  in  London. 
'       Lauren  Thorpe  was  also  born  in  Southington, 
Conn.,  was  a  blacksmith  and  farmer,  was  the  in- 
ventor of  bolts    for  carriages,  and  started  the  in- 
I  dustry  in  the  factory  now  being  conducted  by  L. 
I  D.  Frost,  his  son-in-law,  at  Southington.  Mr. 
i  Thorpe  was  a  W  big  in  politics,  and  m  religion  a 
i  Congregationalist,  as  was  likewise  his  wife.  To 
Mr.  and  Airs.  Lauren  Thorpe  were  born  six  chil- 
dren:   Judge  Elbert  E.,  born  Feb.  11.  1833,  died 
March  g,  1897;  Augusta  Irene,  born  April  29,  1834, 
was  married  to  Harrison  S.  Judd,  of  Bethany,  and 
died  April  30,  1899;  Cornelia  ]\Iarian,  born  July  22, 
1836,  married  Levi  D.  Frost,  of  Southington,  who 
!  died  Oct.  14,  1900;  Emily  Alice,  born  Mjirch  27, 
j  1838,  died  Aug.  30,  1846;  Warren  W.  is  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch;  and  Maria  Theresa,  born  Dec. 
14,   1841,  is  the  wife  of  Franklin  Byington,  of 
Bristol. 

Warren  W.  Thorpe  was  born  on  his  father's 
farm,  and  was  but  three  years  of  age  when  that 
gentleman  w^as  called  from  earth.  He  was  educa- 
ted in  the  common  schools  of  Southington,  which 
he  attended  until  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  then 
passed  two  years  in  the  factory  of  Levi  D.  Frost, 
j  He  then  entered  the  Bloomfield  Academy,  was 
under  tuition  one  year,  and  then  spent  a  short  time 
on  the  home  farm,  after  which  he  passed  two  years 
in  the  store  of  Peck,  Stow  &  Wilcox ;  he  and  his 
brother,  Elbert  E.,  then  purchased  this  store,  and 
conducted  it  about  two  years,  selling  it  to  Buritt 
&  Son. 

Mr.  Thorpe  next  came  to  Bristol,  where  he  en- 
tered the  employ  of  Andrew  Shepard  as  clerk. 
About  three  years  later  Mr.  Shepard  died,  and  Mr. 
Thorpe  conducted  the  store  in  the  interest  of  the 
Shepard  estate  for  another  year,  wdien  it  was  sold  to 
p.  B.  Ives,  and  is  now  known  as  the  A.  J.  Muzzy 
&  Co.  store.  Mr.  Thorpe  then  clerked  in  the  dry- 
goods  store  of  Benedict  &  Merriman,  of  Water1)ury, 
about  one  year,  when  he  returned  to  Bristol  and 
clerked  in  J.  R.  Mitchell's  general  store,  remaining 
until  the  fall  of  1875,  at  which  time  he  opened  a 
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lilioc  store  in  i'.bcr's  l)loi.-k:  on  North  Main  street. 
Here  lie  remained  four  _\enrs,  tl'^ence  removing-  to 
ihe  old  J.  K.  Miieliell  store,  ^\ilieh  he  ocenpied  un-  i 
til  G.  \V.  Mitob.ell  ereeted  his  new  hriek  bloek  at  j 
No.  144  Main  street,  which  Mr.  Thor[)e  has  since  | 
oceupictl — doing"  a  most  thriving:  trade.  j 
Warren  \\  .  Thorpe  was  joined  in  wedlock  May  ' 
iSOs,  with  ]\Iiss  Alice  Angusta  Dunbar,  who  wa^  ! 
born  March  28,  1S47,  ^  daughtn-  of  Edward  Lu-  | 
cicn  and  Julia  (^W  arner)  Dunbar,  of  Bristol.    This  I 
niarr'age  has  been  blessed  with  two  children:    Eva  | 
I\Iay  and  Helen  Dunbar.  Eva  May  was  born  Nov.  ; 
2.  1S69,  and  was  married  Oct.  19,  1S98,  to  George  | 
Wallace  Birge,  young-est  surviving'  son  of  the  late 
Nathan  Loomis  Birge;  one  child  graces  this  union, 
Rachel,  born  Sept.  8,  1899.    Helen  Dunbar,  born 
June  9,  1876,  graduated  from  the  Bristol  high  school 
in  1S95,  and  from  the  New  Britain  Normal  School 
in  1898;^  she  taught  one  year  in  the  Rockwell  pubHc 
school,  of  New  Britain,  and  is  now  teaching  in  the 
kindergarten  department  of  the  Federal  Hill  school. 

Warren  Thorpe  is  a  member  of  Franklin 
Eodge,  No.  56,  F.  &  A.  ^L,  and  in  politics  is  a  Re- 
publican. He  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  of  which  he  was  librarian  for  several  years. 
The  family  stand  high  in  social  circles,  and  as  a 
"business  man  'Mr.  Thorpe's  name  is  beyond  reproach 

GUSTAV  JULIUS  SCHLAAK,  a  well-to-do 
farmer  of  Berlin,  was  born  in  West  Preussen,  Ger- 
many, Nov.  6,  1859.  He  left  his  native  country  in 
■early  life,  and  coming  to  the  ''land  of  great  possibil- 
ities" has  realized  the  promises  which  it  has  always 
held  out  to  the  hand  of  industry,  and  is  now  the 
•owner  of  a  fine  farm  of  loi  acres  in  Blue  Hills, 
Kensington. 

Mr.  Schlaak's  father,  Julius  Jc/nann  Schlaak, 
never  came  to  America,  but  spent  liis  entire  life  in 
Germany,  as  a  farmer.  There  he  died  in  1878,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  The  wife  and  mother, 
■who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Wilhelmine  Kadau, 
is  still  living,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two,  and  makes 
lier  home  with  our  subject  in  Blue  Hills,  Kensing- 
ton. In  the  family  were  three  sons,  all  of  whom 
came  to  this  country.  One  brother  of  our  subject  is 
now  a  laborer  of  Fair  Haven,  and  the  other  is  a 
"baker  of  ]\Iilford,  Connecticut. 

At  the  age  of  six  years  Gustav  Schlaak  began 
"his  education  in  a  private  school  in  his  native  land, 
and  continued  his  studies  for  eight  years.  After 
leaving  school  he  learned  the  tailor's  trade,  at  which 
"he  worked  until  his  emigration  to  the  United  States. 
He  sailed  from  Bremen.  Germany,  ]\Iarch  22,  1884, 
and  arrived  in  New  York  April  5,  1884.  He  located 
in  ]\Ieriden,  Conn.,  where  he  worked  for  the  firm  of 
Baum  &  Bernstein,  and  then  opened  a  tailor  shop  of 
his  own  which  he  successfully  conducted  until  com- 
ing to  Blue  Hills,  Kensington,  in  November,  1889. 
Here  he  purchased  a  home  and  farm  of  lor  acres, 
■which  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  which 
as  a  skillful  agriculturist  he  operates  with  good  suc- 


cess, raising  general  produce.  He  is  also  interested 
in  the  dairy  business,  and  has  a  milk  route  in 
Meriden. 

Mr.  Schlaak  married  }v[iss  Therese  Mayer,  who 
was  born  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  March  6,  1863, 
but  was  living  in  Meriden  at  the  time  of  her  mar- 
riage. Four  children  have  been  born  to  them: 
Emma  Therese,  born  Sept.  7,  1S87,  died  Dec.  3,  18S7, 
and  was  bitried  in  ?\Ieriden ;  Eda  ^linnie,  born  Jan. 
25,  1889,  and  Emma  Helen,  born  Sept.  8,  1S90,  are 
attending  the  Kensington  schools;  and  ISIargarete 
Lena,  Ixjrn  Aug.  8,  1892,  died  Aug.  5,  1895,  and  was 
laid  to  rest  in  the  Kensington  burying-ground. 

In  politics  Mr.  Schlaak  is  independent,  voting  for 
the  men  whom  he  considers  best  qualified  to  fill  the 
offices.  Fie  is  a  member  of  a  Drotective  association 
of  Meriden,  and  attends  the  Lutheran  Cluirch  of  that 
place,  while  his  wife  holds  membership  in  the  Cath- 
olic Church  of  Aleriden. 

HON.  JAMES  HENRY  ^^HNOR  (deceased). 
I  during  his  lifetime  a  prominent  manufacturer  of 
j  New  Britain,  was  born  in  Woodbury,  Litchfield 
!  Co.,  Conn.,  ^larch  20,  1840.  and  was  a  son  of  Henry 
j  Minor,  and  a  grandson  of  ^^latthew  Elinor,  both  also 
!  natives  of  W'oodbury. 

j        Matthew  Alinor  was  a  lawyer  of  distinction  at 
j  Woodbury,  was  active  in  politics  and  church  affairs, 
and  a  man  of  recognized  local  influence.    He  mar- 
j  ried  Lorena   Bacon,  who   bore   him  six  children : 
j  ]\Iary,  who  was  married  to  Dr.  Huxley,  of  Goshen  ; 
'  PImily,  wb.o  became  the  wife  of  Enos  Benham,  of 
Woodbury  ;  Giles,  the  eldest  son  ;  Samuel,  a  graduate 
of  Yale  and  a  lawyer;  John  B.,  who  was  a  lumber 
j  and  coal  merchant;  and  Henry,  father  of  subject. 
I       Henry  ]\Iinor  was  a  manufacturer  of  Woodbury 
t  or  in  Hotchkissville,  wielded  much  influence  in  Litch- 
.  field  county,  of  which  he  was  elected  sherift'  on  the 
Republican  ticket,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church.    He  married  Althea  Green,  of 
Woodburv,  and  to  this  union  were  born  four  chil- 
dren:   James  Henry,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
r\Iary  J.,  married  to  William  C.  Buell,  of  Litchfield; 
Emily  Lorena,  married  to  George  W.  Minor:  and 
Juia  Bacon,  wife  of  Dr.  Frank  Esterly,  formerly 
of  \\'isconsin.    Both  parents  of  this  family  are  now 
deceased. 

James  Henry  Minor,  whose  name  opens  this  me- 
moir, received  his  early  education  in  an  academy 
in  W'oodbury,  and  also  took  the  course  in  the  high 
school  of  New  Britain,  under  John  Warren  Tuck. 
When  about  nineteen  years  of  age  he  finished  his 
education,  then  worked    for   his    uncle,  John  B. 
Minor,  in  the  lumber  business  at  New  Britain,  a 
I  few  months,  after  which  he  took  a  short  vacation 
!  home.    In  18^3  he  went  to  Wisconsin  for  a  year, 
i  returned  to  New  Britain,  and  in  1864  entered  the 
shipping  department  of  Russell  &  Erwin  Mfg.  Co., 
holding  that  place  a  year  or  so.    He  then  bought 
[  out  the  paper-box  business  of  Sylvanus  Stone,  on 
Elm  street,  a  rather  small  concern  at  that  time 
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(i8c>8).  ]n  1S7.7  Mr.  ^[inor  roinovoJ  liis  factory 
to  its  prcM^Mit  location,  on  Arch  street,  where  it  has 
crown  to  be  one  of  the  industries  of  the  citv.  For 
a  few  vears  prior  to  iSoo  he  liad  intere-tcd  with 
him  John  B.  Minor,  but  to  James  Henry  Minor 
is  due  l!ie  cre<lit  of  making'  th.e  business  what  it  is, 
and  lie  sh.owed  himself  to  be  a  man  of  unusual  ex- 
ecutive ability  and  business  talent. 

In  politics  Mr.  Minor  was  a  Republican,  and  a 
verv  popular  member  of  his  party.  For  many  years 
he  was  chairman  of  the  Republican  town  commit- 
tee, and  Yiv\or  to  iSoi  was  a  member  of  the  General 
Assemblv  from  Xew  Uritain  for  two  terms.  From 
a  business  point  of  view  he  was  a  strictly  self-made 
man.  and  earned  the  hii^h  position  he  held  solely 
through  his  personal  cttorts.  Fie  passed  away 
Llarch  7,  1S95. 

Flon.  James  Henry  3.Iinor  was  married,  Dec. 
II,  1S61.  to  Ann  Elizabeth  Eddy,  a  daughter  of 
Hon.  Horace  Eddy,  who  was  reared  and  educated 
in  Xew  Britain.  He  learned  the  trade  of  machinist 
of  Joseph  Shipman,  in  whose  family  he  lived  for 
years.  Thence  he  went  to  Russell  &  Erwin,  with 
whom  he  remained  until  his  death,  becoming  a 
stockholder  in  the  company,  and  when  a  joint-stock 
conipanv  was  formed  he  was  made  superintendent, 
a  position  he  held  until  }klarch  25.  18S7,  and  was 
also  a  director  for  many  years.  'Sir.  Eddy  was  a 
man  of  great  force  of  character,  and  for  one  term 
represented  the  Republican  party  in  the  Legislature 
from  Xew  Britam.  He  was  a  director  in  the  First 
National  Bank,  in  the  Xew  Britain  Savings  Bank, 
in  the  Landers,  Frary  S:  Clark,  the  L'nion  Works, 
and  in  the  Gas  Co.  He  was  an  honorary  deacon  in 
his  chiu-ch.  and  was  foremost  in  every  enterprise 
designed  for  the  promotion  of  the  true  interests 
of  X'ew  Britain. 

Mr.  Eddv  married  Roxv  Ann  Wright,  daugh- 
ter of  Dan  Wright,  of  X'ew  Britain,  and  had  born 
to  him  two  children,  who  have  grown  to  maturity  : 
Dan  ^^'right,  who  was  connected  with  the  Russell 
&  Erwin  Co. ;  and  Ann  Elizabeth.  The  mother 
died  May  6,  1881. 

SAMUEL  ASHBEL  HART,  a  representative 
agricuhurist  and  influential  citizen  of  Kensington, 
was  born  Jan.  15,  1844,  in  the  house  where  he  still 
resides.  The  family  was  founded  in  America  by 
Stephen  Hart,  a  native  of  England,  w^ho  crossed 
the  Atlantic  in  1631,  and  located  in  Farmington, 
Conn.  During  the  early  trouble  with  the  Indians 
some  of  the  Tunxis  tribe  set  fire  to  the  nouse  in 
which  the  ancestors  of  our  subject  lived,  and  all 
were  killed  with  the  exception  of  Capt.  John,  who 
was  herding  stock  at  the  time  anjd  fortunately  es- 
caped. From  him  our  subject  is  descended.  Capt. 
John  Hart  was  born  in  1655,  and  died  Xov.  ll, 
1714. 

Lieut.  Samuel  Hart,  the  great-great-grandfa- 
ther of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Berlin,  Hartford 
county,  in  January,  1692,  fourth  son  of  Capt.  John 


Hart.  He  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  wa'-  of  King 
George  II,  in  1740,  and  died  in  175 1. 

Samuel  Flart,  the  great-grandfather,  was  hoxn 
in  ]>erlin  in  1738,  and  died  in  1813.  He  tirst  mar- 
ried Rebecca,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Rebecca 
(Munsonj  Xorton,  and  by  her  had  seven  children. 
i]y  his  second  wife,  Lydia  Hinsdale,  daughter  of 

j  Capt.  John  aiul  I'llizabeth  (Colej  Hinsdale,  he  had 
ten  children.  Among  the  number  were  Emma  Hart 
W'illard,  who  was  a  great  scientist,  and  in  1819 

;  founded  the  Trov  Female  Seminary  (  she  died  in 
1S70,  aged  eighty-three  yearsj  ;  and  Almira  Hart 

i  Lincoln  P'helps,  the  founder  and  for  many  years 

I  the  principle  of  the  Baltimore  Female  Seminary. 
The  father  of  these  was  a  very  clever  and  intel- 

\  lectual  man. 

I  Hon.  Capt.  Samuel  Hart,  the  grandfather  of 
I  our  subject,  was  born  in  1761,  and  died  in  1835. 

FJe  was  quite  a  p)rominent  man  in  his  day,  was  a 
I  Slate  Senator  from  the  First  District,  and  was  a 
I  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war  for  a  short  time. 
[  In  iSoo  he  repaired  and  enlarged  the  house  in  wdtich 
j  our  subject  now  lives,  it  being  probably  two  hun- 
j  dred  years  old — one  of  the  oldest  in  the  town  of 
j  Berlin.  He  married  Mary  Wilcox,  who  was  born 
'  in  1772,  and  died  in  1850,  being  laid  to  rest  beside 

her   husband    in    the    South   burying-ground  of 

Kensington. 

I        Samuel  Hart,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
Aug.  9,  1802,  and  throughout  life  engaged  in  ag- 
I  ricultural  pursuits,  owning  and  operating  200  acres 
j  of  land.    He  was  one  of  the  most  popular  and  in- 
I  tiuential' citizens  of  his  community,  and  about  1837 
\  was  elected  to  the    State    Legislature.     He  also 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  was  a  stanch 
Democrat  in  politics.    In  X'ovember,  1825,  he  mar- 
ried ^Nliss  Lucy  Dickinson,  and  for  over  fifty  years 
they  traveled    life's    journey  together.     Fle  died 
April  I,  1876,  and  she  passed  away  Xov.  4,  18S8, 
[  in  Kensington,  their  remains  being  interred  in  the 
South  burying-ground.    In  their  family  were  the 
following  children:    Willis,  born  X"ov.  6,  1826,  died 
Oct.  17,  1848;  Sherman,  born  Oct.  2,  1828,  en- 
listed during  the  Civil  war  in  the  32d  Iowa  X.  I., 
'  and  died  at  Island  X'o.  10  in  September,  1S63; 
Lucy,  born  Dec.  13,  1830.  is  the  widow  of  Henry 
R.  Lyman,  and  now  resides  in  Montevallo,  Ala. ; 
i  Mary  A.,  born  April  10,  1834,  died  when  a  few 
days  old;  Mary  Wilcox,  born  April  30,  1835,  was 
the  first  wife  of  Deacon  William  Upson,  and  died 
June  30,  1871  ;  x\nna,  born  in  1837,  died  at  the  age 
i  of  twenty  years;  Samuel,  born  in  1840,  died  when  a 
j  few  months  old ;  and  Samuel  A.,  of  this  review, 
:  completes  the  family. 

I  At  the  ancestral  home  of  the  family  our  subject 
grew  to  manhood.  From  the  age  of  four  to  fif- 
teen he  attended  school  in  district  No.  3  for  eight 
months  during  the  year,  and  during  the  summer 
season  assisted  in  the  work  of  the  farm.  For  one 
term  he  was  a  student  in  Lewis  Academy,  Southing- 
ton,  but  on  account  of  ill  health  was  obliged  to 
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leave  school  and  return  lionie.  Almost  his  entire 
life  has  been  passed  on  tlie  old  honiesteati,  and  in 
his  fannin;^  operations  he  has  met  with  most  grat- 
ifving  suocos.  becoming  one  of  tlic  most  sub- 
stantial and  prcj,-i>erous  citizens  of  Kensington.  In 
iStX)  ho  went  to  Alabama,  and  from  there  to  Iowa. 
\\here  ho  remained  about  a  year,  and  then  returned 
lionie.  Again,  in  1S75,  he  went  to  Iowa,  where 
he  remained  a  year,  but  sirice  then  has  lived  un- 
jnterru])iedly  in  Hartford  county. 

On  Jan.  19,  1S81,  ,Mr.  Hart  married  Miss  Anne 
Amelia  tlough,  who  was  born  May  8,  1843,  a 
daughter  of  Isaac  and  Laura  (Johnson)  Hough, 
of  \\'olcott,  Conn.  Both  Air.  and  Airs.  Hart  are 
active  and  prominent  members  of  the  Kensington 
Congregational  Church,  in  which  he  was  elected 
deacon  in  1S97,  and  he  is  also  chairman  of  the 
PIcnsington  Ecclesiastical  Society,  while  his  wife 
is  a  mcniber  of  tb.e  Ladies  Aid  and  ^Missionary  So- 
cieties. Mrs.  Hart  belongs  to  the  D.  A.  R.  Fra- 
ternally Mr.  HartVas  a  member  and  treasurer  of 
Pcrcival  Grange,  No.  95,  of  Kensington,  for  sev- 
eral years,  or  until  the  organization  dissolved.  In 
political  sentiment  he  is  a  Democrat,  but  at  local 
elections  votes  for  the  men  whom  he  believes  best 
qualified  to  fill  the  ofBces,  regardless  of  party  affil- 
iations, and  he  has  never  cared  for  political  pre- 
ferment. He  is  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  in- 
telligence, is  a  great  reader,  a  deep  thinker,  broad- 
minded  and  liberal  in  his  views,  and  keeps  well 
informed  on  the  topice  and  issues  of  the  day.  Be- 
ing a  man  of  sound  judgment  and  keen  discrimina- 
tion, his  advice  is  often  sought  by  his  neighbors 
and  friends,  and  he  is  one  of  the  most  influential 
citizens  of  his  community. 

_JOXATHAX  KXOX  HALL,  a  most  worthy 
citizen  and  prosperous  farmer  of  Hockanum,  Hart- 
ford county,  was  born  in  that  village  May  28,  1834, 
in  the  house  now  occupied  by  Stanlev  \Vadsworth, 
and  is  a  son  of  Austin  and  Betsey  (Wells)  Hall. 

Dr.  Timothy  Hall,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
■was  a  native  of  Brookline,  Alass.,  early  located  in 
Hockanum,  and  had  a  very  large  practice,  and  was 
<5uite  prominent  as  a  citizen.  He  was  known  as  a 
very  skillful  army  surgeon  during  the  Revolutionary 
Avar.  He  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being 
Eunice  Hills,  wdio  bore  him  twelve  children — three 
"boys  and  nine  girls,  the  sons  being  Dr.  Eli,  of 
East -Hartford ;  Luke,  a  policeman  in  New  York; 
and  x\ustin,  father  of  our  subject.  Dr.  Timothy 
Hall  retained  his  health,  all  his  life,  and  his  death, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years,  was  caused  by  an 
accident  when  out  driving.  He  was  a  charter  mem- 
ber of  Orient  Lodge,  Xo.  62,  E.  &  A.  AL,  East 
Hartford. 

Austin  Hall  was  born  in  Hockanum,  just  across 
the  street  from  where  Truman  Hale  now  lives,  was 
■educated  in  the  common  schools  to  a  limited  ex- 
tent, and  was  a  farmer  from  youth  until  death.  To 
his  marriage  with  Betsey  Wells,  a  native  of  East 


Hartford,  and  a  daughter  of  Jonathan  Wells,  were 
born  the  following  named  chddren  :  Adelaide  be- 
came the  wife  of  George  D.  Scott,  of  Xew  York, 
and  the  mother  of  one  son,  George  D.,  of  Hartford. 
Eunice  died  in  inlancw  George  A.,  now  of  Chegon, 
(^first)  married  Catherine  Grossman,  and  (secund) 
Ellen  Hitchcock,  and  is  the  father  of  six  children 
by  his  second  \\  ife;  he  was  postmaster  at  Hocl  vanuni 
fur  many  vears,  the  post  office  having  been  estab- 
lished mainly  through  his  iiistrunientalitv.  lumice, 
the  fourth  child  wh(_>  lived  in  East  Hartford,  died 
unmarried.  Lucius  J.,  a  miller,  married  Caroline 
Clapp,  and  lived  in  i-lnfield,  lillington.  Rocky  Hill 
and  other  places;  he  was  killed  bv  being  thrown 
from  his  wagon  in  Hartford,  his  horse  having  been 
frightened  by  a  locomotive.  Fidelia  is  the  wife  of 
Abner  Dickinson  and  the  mother  of  nine  children  ; 
she  lives  in  Xew  ]]ritain.  Alarv,  also  a  resident 
of  Xew  Britain,  married  Truman  House,  and  is  the 
mother  of  William  A.  Elouse,  a  young,  enterprising 
business  man,  who  is  president  of  the  Adkins  Print- 
ing Co.,  of  X'ew  Britain,  Conn.  Harriet  died  in 
young  womanhood.  Timothy  Eli  married  Fanny 
King,  and  also  lives  in  X'ew  Britain.  The  tenth 
and  youngest  child,  J.  Knox,  is  the  subject  of  this 
biography. 

Austin  Hall  at  one  time  owned  and  operated 
the  gristmill  now  owned  by  W.  J.  Cox,  and  also  had 
a  cotton  mill,  which  was  located  on  Alaple  street, 
but  was  later  changed  to  an  eyelet-mill,  and  was 
operated  as  such  until  the  Curtis  mill  was  started 
in  Xaubuc.  Air.  Hall  died  in  1857,  but  had  lost 
his  wife  in  1S35,  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  about  six  months  old.  He  served  as  a  lieu- 
tenant in  the  war  of  1812.  Fie  held  the  office  of 
selectman  of  the  town  of  East  Hartford,  and  also 
represented  the  town  in  the  State  Legislature. 

J.  Knox  Hall,  after  attending  the  district  school 
at  Hockanum  until  sufficiently  far  advanced,  en- 
tered the  East  Flartford  high  school  under  Prof. 
Pearson,  and  attended  two  winters.  He  lived  one 
winter  with  his  brother  Lucius,  who  was  in  the 
milling  business  at  Enfield,  then  returned  to  the 
home  farm,  where  he  lived  until  the  death  of  his 
father,  after  which  he  lived  with  his  brother  George 
until  his  marriage,  when  he  settled  on  his  present 
farm,  wdiich  he  had  paid  for  from  his  own  earninc^s. 

On  Feb.  26,  1859,  Air.  Hall  married  Aliss  Cath- 
erine F.  Brewer,  daughter  of  Francis  and  Theo- 
dosia  (Grossman)  Brewer,  and  five  children  were 
born  to  this  union :  Burdette,  who  was  engaged 
in  the  fish  and  oyster  business  in  Virginia,  is  now 
deceased.  Carrie  L.,  a  very  bright  and  intelligent 
young  lady,  was  postmaster  at  Hockanum  for  two 
years,  and  is  now  clerk  in  the  money-order  dejiart- 
ment  of  the  post  office  at  Hartford,  and  a  leader  in 
church  work  and  in  the  Grange,  belonging  to  Grange 
Xo.  37,  of  Edit  Hartforil;  slie  has  invariably  de- 
clined accepting  office  in  either  organization,  al- 
though frequently  importuned  to  become,  an  officer 
in  both;  she  taught  school  four  years,  two  in  her 
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own  district  ( Hockamiin') .  hut  ^ave  up  tcacliiug' 
on  account  of  ill  health ;  during  her  term  she  was  j 
the  moving"  spirit  in  getting"  the  first  American  i.lac;  i 
of  the  district  in  the  town  of  East  llartford,  which 
was  ordered  for  every  district  in  town  hv  law  by 
the  Legislature.  Marv  is  married  to  Alexander 
Pease,  of  East  Hartford.  William  K.  ami  Edith 
are  living  with  their  parents. 

In  politics  Mr.  Ilall  was  formerl--  a  Republican, 
but  is  now  an  earnest  I'roliihitionist.  Eor  many 
years  he  has  been  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  is  now 
serving  as  such,  his  fellow  citizejis  having  alwavs 
had  the  utmost  confidence  in  his  integrity.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  a  member  of  Orient  Loclge,  Xo.  62, 
F.  &  A.  M.,  in  which  he  has  filled  near'v  everv 
office,  having  been  its  worshipfid  master  eight 
years ;  is  a  m.ember  of  Pythagoras  Chapter.  Xo. 
17,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  "\\'olcott  Council,  Xo.  i, 
of  Hartford;  \\'ashington  Commander}-,  Xo.  i. 
Knights  Templar,  of  Hartford,  in  which  he  has 
held  several  offices;  the  O.  U.  A.  M.,  of  Glas- 
tonbury ;  East  Hartford  Grange,  Xo.  ,  P. 
of  H. ;  and  is  also  post  lieutenant  in  the  Putnam 
Phalanx  Association,  of  Hartford,  and  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  staff  under  Major  Alvin  Squires.  3.1r. 
Hall  is,  besides,  a  member  of  the  Hockanum  Con- 
gregational Church,  and  superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
day-school. He  was  one  of  the  first  members  of 
this  congregation,  and  was  active  in  securing  the 
erection  of  the  church  edifice.  Mr.  Hall  is  a 
courteous  gentleman  and  a  credit  to  his  community, 
where  he  is  held  in  the  highest  regard. 

FRAXCIS  HEXRY  WHITOX,  ^I.  D.,  is  a  na- 
tive of  Connecticut,  having  been  born  Mav  16,  1846, 
in  the  town  of  ?vlansfield,  Tolland  county,  on  a 
farm.  His  inextinguishable  fondness  for  study  man- 
ifested itself  in  his  earlv  youth,  and  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  attended  the  public 
schools,  supplementing  their  curriculum  by  instrtic- 
tlon  received  from  Rev.  Herbert  Brooks,  of  ^vlans- 
lield.  At  tne  age  of  seventeen  he  began  teaching 
school,  which  vocation  proved  congenial  to  his 
tastes,  and  for  a  time  he  thought  of  making  it  his 
life  work,  but  the  district  schools  were  only  open 
during  the  winter  months,  consequently  he  was 
without  any  fixed  income.  For  six  years  he  con- 
tinued to  teach  school  with  gratification  to  himself 
and  satisfactory  results  to  his  pupils,  yet  he  saw 
that  there  might  be  something  better  before  him. 
He  never  let  the  "golden  moments"  pass,  and  spent 
his  leisure  time  in  the  study  of  languages,  par- 
ticularly of  Latin  and  French,  attaining  proficiency 
in  both. 

■  At  the  age  of'.twenty  our  subject  began  reading 
medicine.  Dr.  William  H.  Richardson,  of  !Mans- 
field,  being  his  first  preceptor;  later  he  read  with 
Dr.  F.  O.  Bennett.  In  1868  he  matriculated  at 
Harvard  University,  and  in  1S71  at  Dartmouth 
Medical  College,  graduating  from  the  last  named 
institution  in  1872.      Being  desirous  of  securing 


hospital  practice,  ana  taking  a  deep  interest  in  dis- 
j  eases  of  the  nervous  system,  he  secured  a  post  in 
\  the  insane  hospital  at  Flusliing,  L.  J.  I'rom  there 
he  went  to  Bellevuc  Hospital.  Xew  York,  and  sub- 
scquentlv  to  a  hospital  in  Brooklvn.  In  J 874  he 
commenced -practice  in  Manchester.  His  ripe  train- 
ing and  rare  skill  ensured  his  success  from  the  out- 
set, and  he  has  continuiiuslv  enjoved  a  successful 
practice  there  with  the  exception  of  brief  intervals 
devoted  to  travel  in  this  country  r.nd  in  Etirope.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  County  .Medical  Society,  the 
State  Medical  Societv,  and  the  American  Medical 
Association. 

Dr.  Whiton  was  married,  ^lay  17,  1876.  to  Mrs. 
Mary  L.  Buckland,  daughter  of  George  X".  Loomis, 
of  Portsiuouth,  X.  H.  In  priN'ate  life  he  is  genial, 
hospitable  and  generous;  in  public  affairs  he  is 
active,  sagacious  and  patriotic.  He  is  a  Repulilican 
ii.  politics,  and  represented  his  town  in  the  Legis- 
lature during  the  years  1S94-98. 

JOHX  W.  HOLMES.  Among  the  many  his- 
tories in  this  volume  none  are  of  more  lasting  in- 
terest than  those  which  tell  of  steady,  persevering 
effort  in  overcoming  the  limitations  of  early  poverty, 
and  the  following  sketch  of  one  of  Xew  Britain's 
business  men  is  deserving  of  a  prominent  place. 

Mr.  Holmes  was  born  Sept.  28,  1850,  in  York- 
shire, England,  where  his  familv  has  been  well- 
known  and  respected  for  generations.  ^Michael 
Holmes,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was  a  prosperous 
farmer  in  Yorkshire,  and  by  honest,  straight-for- 
ward methods  of  business  won  a  reputation  which  is 
a  credit  to  his  descendants.  He  had  the  following 
children;  Daniel,  Jonathan,  Joseph,  John,  Mary, 
Rebecca,  Aim  and  Bessy. 

John  Holmes,  the  father  of  otir  subject,  was 
born  in  18 10,  in  Yorkshire,  and  for  some  years  of 
his  early  manhood  was  engaged  in  farming  and 
butchering  at  Cullingworth,  England;  later  he  re- 
moved to  Haworth,  England,  where  he  died  in 
!  18S6.  Fie  was  a  thrifty,  industrious  man,  success- 
ful in  his  undertakings,  and  although  his  early  ed- 
ucation was  somewhat  limited  he  possessed  im- 
usually  sound  judgment.  He  belonged  to  the 
Church  of  England,  to  which  his  family  has  al- 
ways adhered.  He  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Sunder- 
land (now  also  deceased),  and  they  had  a  large 
family  of  children:  (i)  Mary  married  rxlward 
Stansfeld,  an  extensive  farmer  in  Lancashire,  h^ng- 
land.  (2)  George  was  a  butcher  in  Halifax  and 
Ovenden,  England,  and  was  quite  successful,  be- 
ing one  of  the  best  judges  of  cattle  that  ever  went 
to  a  mdrkct.  He  died  in  February,  1893,  aged 
fifty-nine  years,  and  our  subject,  who  had  gone  to 
England  to  place  his  daughter  in  college  on  the 
Isle  of  Jersey,  attended  his  funeral.  (3)  IMichael 
came  to  America  wdien  twenty-two  years  of  age, 
and  became  a  prosperous  butcher  at  \\'apping,  near 
Manchester,  Conn.  (4)  Ann  married  William 
Hartley,  a  tinner  at  Haworth,  iuigland,  son  of  a 
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wcll-knuun  citizen  of  tlial  place.  (5)  Sarah  mar- 
ricJ  Saniuei  Jeiiniiis^s,  a  farmer  at  Cullingwortli, 
who  after\var<l  Ix-came  a  well-to-do  butcher,  (j) 
Lvdia  married  Janie.^  Aekroyd.  a  tailor,  ni!\v  a  suc- 
cessful auctioneer.  (8)  Kii.zahetli  married  John 
I5arker,  a  foreman  in  a  wool  w  arehuuse.  (c)  )  Lliza 
married  janies  rickaril.  a  tanner  and  dealer  in 
hides  and  skins.  (^lo)  Susie  (twin  of  Eliza)  mar- 
ried George  Greatorex,  a  foreman  in  one  of  the  large 
breweries  at  lUirton-upon-Trent.  1 1  j  Xannie  mar- 
ried Driver  Keighlev,  a  carpenter  by  trade.  (.1-) 
John  W.  is  mentioned  more  fully  later  on.  (.13) 
Emma  married  James  Green,  a  farmer  and  butcher. 
(14)  Albert  learned  the  plumber's  trade  of  his 
brother-in-law  Hartley;  he  is  now  engaged  in  the 
coal  business  at  tlaworth. 

The  Sunderland  family  has  long  been  identiSed 
with  Fold  Farm,  Mixiden,  Yorkshire,  where  they 
occupied  a  castle  many  years.  George  Sunderland, 
the  maternal  grandfather  of  ""our  subject,  was  a 
farmer  and  stockraiser  at  the  old  estate,  which  is 
now  operated  bv  his  son  Joseph.  George  Sunder- 
land married  and  had  five  children:  Joseph.  Mary 
S.,  Elizabeth  (our  suliject's  mother),  Sarah  and 
John. 

John  W.  Holmes  spent  his  early  life  mainly  in 
Haworth,  made  famous  by  the  genius  of  Charlotte 
Bronte  and  her  sisters,  and  his  education  was  be- 
gun in  a  school  in  ]\Iarsh  Lane,  near  his  home.  As 
his  help  was  needed  at  home  he  could  attend  only 
two  or  three  davs  in  a  week,  and  when  fourteen 
years  old  he  left  school  altogether.  He  remained 
at  home  until  he  reached  the  age  of  fifteen,  when 
he  was  employed  in  .sorting  wool,  an  occupation 
which  he  followed  about  seven  years.  In  Septem- 
ber, 1873,  he  sailed  from  Liverpool  for  the  L'nited 
States,  arriving  in  Xew  York  at  8:30  .\.  on  the 
23d  of  that  month.  Two  monllis  were  spent  in 
prospecting  for  a  suitable  business  opening,  and 
on  X'ov.  II,  1S73,  formed  a  partnership  with  his 
brother  ^Michael  in  the  meat  business,  their  market 
being  on  Main  street,  Xew  Britain.  After  a  year 
and  a  half  he  bought  his  brother's  interest  and 
continued  alone  for  three  years,  when  he  was  again 
joined  by  his  brother,  then  just  returned  from  Eng- 
land. This  partnership  also  lasted  a  year  and  a 
half,  v,-hen  ^lichael  Holmes  removed  to  James- 
town, X.  Y.,  our  subject  continuing  to  occupy  the 
same  store  for  several  years.  Later  he  removed 
to  Mr.  Page's  store,  and  about  r^Iay,  1883,  opened 
a  market  in  the  basement  of  Henry  Gwatkin's 
building,  corner  of  }vlain  and  West  Main  streets, 
now  owned  by  Holmes  and  Floffmann.  About  1S87 
he  purchased  the  property  in  partnership  with  Will- 
iam Siering,  the-  Siering-Holmes  block  being  one 
of  the  best  buildings  in  the  city.  In  1892  he  sold 
out  his  retail  meat  business,  and  for  three  vears  he 
gave  his  attention  to  the  dressing  and  wholesaling 
of  sheep,  lambs  and  calves.  In  1896  he  purchased 
an  interest  with  George  Dennis  in  the  brickyanl  of 
Dennis  &  Co.,  and  at  present  he  is  extensively  en- 


i  gaged  in  that  line  of  business,  having  in  1000  pur- 
I  chased  his  partner's  interest.    With  all  his  other  in- 
j  terests  he  finds  time  for  some  agricultural  work, 
owning  two  farms,  and  iiis  success  in  all  liis  en- 
terprises shows  excellent  management. 

As  a  business  man  .Mr.  Holmes  is  public-spirited  ; 
in  politics  he  afiiliates  v.-ith  the  Republican  party, 
although  not  an  active  worker.     For  more  than 
I  twenty-five  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  Har- 
!  mony  Lodge,  Xo.  20,  F.  &  A.  M..  and  he  and  his 
'  estimable  wife  are  identified  with  the  ^I.  E.  Church 
I  of  X'ew  ISritain.     He  married  [Miss  Mary  Earn- 
I  shaw,  daughter  of  William  Earnshaw,  of  Yorkshire, 
i  England,  the  faniilv  being  neighbors  and  tenants  of 
I  Sir  Isaac  Olden,  2\I.  P.    Five  children  liave  blessed 
j  the  union:    (i)  ^liss  Eva  Bernette  is  her  father's 
bookkeeper  in  all  three  of  his  branches  of  bnsip.ess, 
while  (2)  Francis  Henrv  assists  him  in  his  brick 
business;  (3)  John  .-Vrthur  died  at  the  age  of  thir- 
{  teen;  (4)  Cora  !May  and  (5)  Flossie  Dell  are  at 

!  home. 

j 

I  \MLLL-VM  R.  TIXKER,  M.  D..  was  born  Aug. 
;  8,  1853,  at  Tolland,  Hampden  Co.,  ^slass.  His  fa- 
j  ther,  William  Tinker,  was  born  in  Westfield,  that 
i  State,  and  his  mother,  Enfily  C.  (Slocum),  was  of 
i  the  same  nat.vity. 

j       On  the  pr.ternal  side  Dr.  Tinker  traces  his  line- 
[  age  back  through  eight  generations,  to  Thomas  Tin- 
ker, one  of  the  devoted  band  who  disembarked  from 
j  the  "Alayflower"  on  Plymouth  Rock,  in  the  cold 
!  mid-winter  of  1620.    Thomas  Tinker  died  before 
j  the  crocuses  of    spring   had  pushed  their  heads 
through  the  snow.    His  son  John  was  subsequently 
m.ade  governor  of  the  Xew  London  Colony.  ]\Irs. 
\\'illiam  Tinker,  the  Doctor's  mother,  was  one  of 
I  the  old  New  England  family  of  Slocums.  Her 
I  mother,  Fidelia   (Robinson),  was  a  daughter  of 
j  Col.  Timothy  Robinson,  of  Revolutionary  fame. 
I  William  R.  Tinner  is  third  in  a  family  of  seven 
j  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy.    Of  the 
I  others.  Pearl  died  at  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  in  1S8S; 
:  Lucia,  the  widow  of  ^lalon  Haley,  is  at  present  re- 
siding at  Plainville,  Conn. ;  Emma  is  the  wife  of 
Eli  D.  Warfield,  a  merchant  of  Plainville,  Conn. ; 
Bert  S.,  died  at  Los  Angeles,  Cal. ;  and  Edward 
F.  is  engaged  in  mining  at  Dawson  City,  in  the 
X'orthwest. 

When  William  R.  Tinker  was  but  five  years  old 
!  his  parents  removed  to  Connecticut,  bringing  him 
I  with  them.     The  family  remained  at  Colebrook 
i  river  until  he  had  reached  the  age  of  twelve  years, 
I  when  they  returned  to  ^Massachusetts,  making  their 
j  home  at  Otis,  that  State.    There  he  attended  the 
I  public  schools,  supplementing  the  instruction  thus 
j  received  by  subsequent  courses  at  the  South  Berk- 
I  shire    Institute,  X'ew    Marlboro,  Mass.,  and  the 
Wesleyan  .-\cademy,  Wilbraham,  Mass.    At  the  age 
of  twenty  he  began  his  professional  studies  at  Otis, 
Mass.,  imder  the  tutelage  of  Dr.  C.  B.  King,  and 
after  two  years  spent  with  him  entered  the  Medical 
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De{K\rtniont  of  the  I'nivorsily  of  Xow  York,  from 
which  institution  ho  .qraduatod  in  iS8o.  After  grad- 
uation he  came  to  East  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  hc- 
gan  practice.  In  October.  1880,  he  removed  to 
Soiuli  ^[anchcster,  which  town  has  ever  since  been 
his  hume,  and  where  he  enjoys  an  extensive  and 
lucrative  practice.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Hartford 
County  Medical  Society,  also  of  the  Connecticut 
State  Medical  Society,  and  he  is  prominent  in  social 
circles,  being"  a  member  of  the  Manchester  Lodge, 
No.  73,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  of  King  David  Lodge,  L 
O.  O.  F.  In  iSq7  he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature 
»on  the  Republican  ticket. 

On  Sept.  10,  1S8S.  Dr.  Tinker  was  married  to 
Miss  Eugenia  A.  Sault,  who  has  borne  him  two 
children:  William  R..  Jr.,  born  Aug.  26,  1891; 
and  r\larion  E.,  born  Mav  9,  1895. 

THOMAS  E.  DA^IERY,  a  successful  merchant 
of  V\'ethersfield,  possesses  many  of  the  admirable 
characteristics  of  his  Scotch-Irish  ancestry,  and 
his  great  energy  and  perseverance  have  enabled 
him  to  mount  from  a  lowly  position  to  one  of  af- 
fluence. 

Mr.  Damery  was  born  in  W'ethersfield  ]\Iay  24, 
1858,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and  Ann  (Ford) 
Damery,  both  natives  of  the  Nortli  of  Ireland,  and 
descended  from  sturdy  Scotch-Irish  stock.  The 
father  was  educated  in  the  National  schools  of  his 
native  land.  He  came  to  this  country  when  a  voung 
man,  with  nothing  but  a  stout  heart  and  willing 
hands,  to  make  for  himself  a  home.  Locating  in 
Wethersfield,  Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  he  first  engaged 
in  farm  work,  and  for  several  years  was  employed 
in  the  store  of  S.  W.  Robbins,  as  a  general  hand. 
He  died  Dec.  16,  1869,  of  pneumonia,  in  the  prime 
of  life,  at  the  age  of  thirty-five  years,  and  was  laid 
to  rest  in  Wethersfield  cemetery.  He  was  strictly 
temperate  in  his  habits,  was  domestic  in  his  tastes, 
was  a  good  husband  and  kind  father,  was  honest, 
industrous  and  enterprising,  and  commanded  the  re- 
spect and  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in 
contact.  Politically  he  was  a  supporter  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  religiously  was  a  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church.  His  death  proved  a 
sad  loss  to  his  .wife,  who  is  still  living,  and  now^ 
finds  a  pleasant  home  with  our  subject.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  a  most  esti- 
mable lady.  In  their  family  were  five  children: 
Thomas  E.,  our  subject;  Elizabeth  M.,  who  married 
J.  L.  Higgins,  of  Haddam,  Conn.,  and  died  in  1898; 
\yilliam  H.,  who  died  young;  S.  Jennie,  wife  of  E. 
G.  Fairfield;  of  Hartford;  and  Frederick  Louis,  a 
resident  of  Boston,  ^^lassachusetts. 

Thomas  E.  Damery  was  quite  young  at  the  time 
of  his  father's  death,  but  was  reared  by  a  good 
Christian  mother.  He  was  educated  in  the  district 
and  hieh  schools  of  Wethersfield,  and  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  entered  the  store  of  S.  \\'.  Robbins,  of 
^^  ethersfield,  as  clerk,  remaining  there  six  vcars. 
He  next  became  a  clerk  in  the  general  store  of  J. 


j  Ann'don  «S;  Co..  of  Wethersfield,  and  held  that  po- 
sition until  188'),  when  he  purchasid  an  interest  in 
1  the  busines.-..    After  the  death  of  Mr.  Ainidon  he 
I  formed  a  ])artncrshii)  with   1*^.  L.  W'alkley,  under 
the  lirni  name  of  \\  alklev  iS:  Damci  v,  ami  I)'iught 
;  out  tile  com])any,  and  on  April  i,  \i)00,  he  bought 
j  out  -Air.  Walkley,  now  doing  business  alone  as  a 
j  general  merchant,  druggist  and  dealer  in  coal,  hav- 
:  ing  built  U]i  an  excellent  trade.    Mr.  Daiucrv  gives 
j  his  undivided  aitentidu  to  his  business  interests,  is 
j  thoroughly  familiar  with  tlie  trade  in  everv  detail, 
and  has  steadily  and  honorablv  worked  his  wav  up- 
I  ward  until  he  has  attained  a  fair  degree  of  pros- 
I  perit}-.    lie  is  one  of  the  self-made  men  of  the  corn- 
j  munity,  and  the  success  that  has  come  to  him  is 
certainly  well  deserved.    Ik'sides  his  business  prop- 
erty he  owns  a  pleasant  home  on  iNIain  street,  Wetli- 
ersfield,  where  he  and  his  mother  now  live.  He 
is  broad-minded  and  liberal  in  his  views,  is  a  stanch 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  and,  in  religious 
connection,  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

RALPH  WALDO  EMERSOX  ALCOTT,  ^L 
D.,  a  popular  and  successful  physician  of  West 
Llartford,  was  born  in  Oriskany  Trails,  X.  Y.,  Oct. 
20,  1850,  and  belongs  to  quite  a  distinguished 
family. 

(I)  Thomas  Alcock,  the  progenitor  of  all  bear- 
ing the  Alcott  name  in  this  country,  came  from 
England  with  the  Winthrop  company  in  1630,  and 
died  in  Boston,  Mass.,  Sept.  14,  1657.    (II)  Philip 
Alcock,  son  of  Thomas,  married  Elizabeth  Mitchell. 
I  (III)    John  Alcock,  son  of    Philip,  married  Su- 
sanna (last  name  not  known),  and  resided  in  X'ew 
'  Haven,  Conn.     (IV)  John  Alcock,  son  of  John, 
I  m.arried  Deborah  Blakeslee,  and  removed  to  Water- 
!  bury,  Conn.,  in  1731.    (V)  Capt.  John  Alcox,  son 
I  of  John  (2),  was  born  in  A\'aterbury,  and  married 
i  yiary  Chatfield,  of  Derby,  Conn.    (\T)  John  Chat- 
!  fi.eld  Alcott,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
i  married,  Oct.  13,  1796,  to  Anna  Bronson,  daughter 
of  Capt.  Bronson.    One  of  their  sons  was  Amos 
!  Bronson  Alcott.  wdio  was  born  in  Wolcott,  Conn.. 
I  and  was  the  father  of  Louisa  ^l.  Alcott,  the  noted 

author  of  "Little  ]Men,"  '"Little  Women,"  etc. 
j  (VII)  Junius  S.  Alcott,  the  Doctor's  father, 
I  was  born  in  Wolcott,  Conn.,  July  6,  1818,  and  was 
engaged  in  the  machinist's  business  under  the  firm 
name  of  Couch  &  Alcott,  at  Oriskany  Falls,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  died  April  16,  1S52.  He  married 
IMiss  Nancy  J.  Pritchard,  of  Litchfield,  Conn.,  who 
I  was  born  Feb.  5,  1821,  and  died  Aug.  19,  1880.^ 
They  had  five  children :  Lillian  ^lay,  born  May 
19,  1845,  is  now  the  wife  of  John  H.  Perry,  of  Hart- 
ford, Conn.;  Junius  Bronson,  born  Dec.  14,  1846,^ 
was  drowned  Aug.  19,  185^3  ■  J^"*^  Ann,  born  !May 
31,  1848,  is  the  wife  of  William  Ayer,  of  Fowler, 
-\Iich.;  Ralph  W.  E.,  our  subject,  is  next  in  the 
order  of  birth  ;  and  Julia  S.,  born  Aug.  16,  1852, 
died  Sept.  9,  1852.  ~  " 

(\TII)  Dr.  Alcott  was  only  two  years  old  wlien 
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I'lis  father  dieil.  Later  the  ir.otlier  married  James 
Riehanls,  of  Xew  Hartford.  Conn.,  where  the 
family  hved  for  a  few  years,  and  then  ren;ovcd  to 
IMassachusetts.  Our  sul>jeet  commenced  the  study 
of  mcihcine  under  the  tutorshij')  of  I^r.  C.  S.  Cut- 
ler, of  Grauhy,  Conn.,  and  later  with  \}\\  II.  B. 
Steel,  of  W'indsted,  Conn.,  studying  in  this  Nvay  for 
three  years.  Subsctiucntly  he  took  a  course  of 
lectures  at  the  L'niversity  of  Pennsylvania,  and  in 
iSSi  was  graduated  from  the  Cnited  States  Medical 
College,  of  Xew  York,  with  the  degree  of  M. 
He  then  engaged  in  practice  in  Granby  and  Avoii, 
'  Hartford  count v,  until  iScj6.  in  which  year  he  lo- 
cated permanently  in  West  Hartford,  where  he  has 
already  built  up  a  large  and  lucrative  practice.  He 
is  thoroughly  versed  in  his  profession,  and  his 
skill  and  ability  are  widely  recognized. 

On  July  II,  iS/i,  Dr.  Alcott  married  Miss  Ida 
PI.  ]\Iiller,  daugliter  of  3>[yron  and  Lura  (Gates) 
Miller,  of  Hartland,  Hartford  county,  and  to  them 
Avere  born  two  children :  Herbert  Bronson,  wdio 
is  now  engaged  in  business  in  Torrington,  Conn.; 
and  Ila  Louise.  ^^Irs.  Alcott  died  July  i,  18S4.  The 
Doctor  was  made  a  Mason  in  \'illage  Lodge,  No. 
29,  F.  &  A.  in  Collinsville,  in  18S0,  and  at 
present  holds  membership  in  W'yllys  Lodge,  No. 
99,  F.  &  A.  }vL,  of  West  Hartford ;  Pythagoras 
Chapter,  No.  17,  R.  A.  ]\L  ;  and  Wolcott  Council, 
No.  I,  R.  &  S.  ^L,  of  Hartford. 

GEORGE  TRLALAN  COOK,  one  of  the  rep- 
resentative self-made  enterprising  citizens  of  Bris- 
tol, and  widely  and  favorablv  known,  is  a  native 
of  New  York  State,  born  Oct.  10,  1840,  in  West 
Camden,  Oneida  countv. 

The  Cook  family,  of  which  our  subject  is  a 
worthv  member,  are  descended,  it  is  supposed,  from 
one  of  three  brothers  who  caine  to  America  from 
England  in  early  days,  two  of  them  settling  in  Con- 
necticut, the  third  seeking  a  New  AVorld  home  in 
the  Western  States.  Truman  Cook,  grandfather  of 
George  T.,  was  a  farmer  for  several  years  in  Terry- 
ville,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  also  for  a  time  in  \\'est 
Camden,  N.  Y.,  where  in  connection  he  conducted 
a  rake  manufactory,  and  a  lumber  business.  He 
married  Abigail  Beach,  a  native  of  Plymouth,  Conn., 
and  children  as  follows  were  born  to  them :  Arba, 
Emily,  ]\Iary,  Ann,  Henry  and  George.  Of  these, 
Arba  Cook,  father  of  subject,  was  born  Feb.  6,  1807, 
In  Plymouth,  Conn.,  where  during  his  earlier  man- 
hood he  followed  the  trade  of  wood  turner,  and 
was  employed  in  various  other  lines  of  work.  The 
latter  days  of  his  life  he  spent  in  farming  in  Terrv- 
ville.  Conn.,  whither  he  had  removed  when  his  son 
George  T.  was  eight  years  old.  On  April  8.  1829, 
he  married  Hepziba  Case,  who  was  born  in  South- 
ington.  Conn.,  ^March  27,  1810,  and  died  Sept.  20, 
1883,  in  New  Britain.  He  passed  from  earth  March 
17,  1876.  A  man  of  retiring  disposition,  he  became 
a  great  reader,  and  on  general  topics  of  the  day 
was  well  posted.    In  religious  faith  he  was  a  mem- 


I  ber  of  the  Congregational  Church  of  Terryville, 
Litchiield  county;  in  politics  he  was  originally  an 

I.  Old-line  \\  big,  "later  a  Republican  and  Abolitionist. 
Three  children  were  bora  to  this  honored  cmiple: 
I  )  A  son  dietl  in  infancy.  (2)  Xancy  ?\[aria  mar- 
red kraucis  Hare,  of  Dcerfield,  }*tass.,  an*,!  now  a 
wid(.nv  is  making  her  home  with  her  son  Averelt 
Hare,  in  Bristol.  (3)  George  Trinuan  is  our  sub- 
ject. 

George  T.  Ctxik  received  a  liberal  education,  in 
])art  in  the  schools  of  West  Camden,  X'.  Y..  later 
attending  the  jiublic  schools  of  Terryville,  Conn.  At 
the  age  of  fourteen  years,  owing  to  his  father's  im- 
paired health,  the  lad  had  to  lay  aside  his  books  and 
coiumence  work  in  order  to  assist  in  the  support  of 
the  family,  his  first  employment  being  in  the  Eagle 
Lock  Co.'s  shop  at  Terryville,  where  he  was  re- 
quired to  work  eleven  hours  a  day  for  $10  per  month. 
This  comparatively  small  sum  went  toward  paving 
for  a  small  piece  of  land  and  a  home,  which  his 
father  had  purchased  and  was  struggling  to  re- 
lieve from  indebtedness.  On  Aug.  8,  1862,  leaving 
the  employ  of  the  Eagle  Lock  Co.,  our  subject  en- 
listed, at  Plymouth,  Conn.,  in  Companv  D,  19th 
Conn.  V.  I.,  serving  first  as  a  private,  later  as  a 
musician.  He  participated  in  the  battle  of  Cold 
Harbor,  where  he  was  wounded  (he  still  has  the 
bullet)  ;  also  took  part  in  the  campaigii  in  front  of 
Petersburg,  and  was  mustered  out  of  th.e  service 
July  7,  1865,  at  New  Plaven,  Conn.  Returning  to 
the  paths  of  peace,  he  recommenced  work  in  the 
Eagle  Lock  Co.'s  shop  at  Terrvville,  and  there  con- 
tinued until  the  death  of  his  father,  March  17,  1876, 
in  that  year  removing  to  Bridgeport,  and  accepting 
a  position  with  the  Bridgeport  Lock  Co.  (which  con- 
cern had  just  been  started),  having  charge,  as  fore- 
man, of  some  fiftv  hands  in  the  assembling  depart- 
ment. At  the  end  of  two  vears  this  factory  was 
purchased  by  the  Eagle  Lock  Co.,  of  Terryville.  and 
the  plant  removed  there,  ^Ir.  Cook  accompanying 
and  remaining  as  foreman  of  the  same  denartment 
another  two  years.  He  then  removed  to  X^ew  Brit- 
ain, where  he  was  emploved  as  foreman  for  the  P. 
&  F.  Corbin  Cabinet  Lock  Co..  filling  that  incum- 
bency some  four  years,  at  which  time  he  resigned 
and  removed  to  Bristol,  where  he  embarked  in  his 
present  prosperous  bakery  business  on  Main  street. 
In  1R07,  in  Waterburv,  he  opened  what  was  known 
as  "Cook's  Branch  Bakery,"  and  for  two  vears 
carried  on  same  verv  successfullv.  at  the  end  of  that 
time  selling  out  to  James  Lawton. 

^Ir.  Cook  has  been  twice  married,  first  time,  in 
.April,  1866,  to  Emilv  Seymour  Beach,  of  Plymouth, 
Conn.,  who  died  Feb.  19,  1881,  in  New  Britain, 
Conn.  He  wedded  (second),  Dec.  14,  1886,  Edith 
Maria  Pease,  who  was  born  Jan.  10,  i860,  in  Enfield, 
Conn.,  daughter  of  Samuel  R.  and  Lovina  (B'>y- 
ington)  Pease.  There  are  no  children  by  either 
marriage. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
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Frosjuvt  M.  E.  CIuu\-li  at  \\v\>u  1.  Mrs.  Cook  bo- 
inji'  iik-ntitkd  with  tlic  L.ailios  Aiil  S  x'ictx'.  ami  Mr. 
CcH>k  with  the  Ch.urch  MxtciisitMi  civ.nniittcc.  So- 
cially lie  i'^  atliliatcd  with  ]'!-..vnix  Lo>l;.;o,  Xo.  5J, 
I.  O.  O.  v.,  of  Xcw  Britain,  has  passo.l  the  chairs 
therein,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  nienihcrs  of  Ruth 
Lodi^e,  Xo.  J4,  Ladies  Au\il;ar\-  to  ilie  1.  O.  O. 
v.,  wheiein  Mrs.  Cook  has  passed  the  chairs,  lie 
is  affiliated  with  Gilbert  W.  Thompson  Tost,  Xo. 
13,  G.  A.  R.,  at  r>ristol,  Mrs.  Cook  bein^'  presi- 
dent of  Gilbert  \\".  Thompson.  Relief  Corps,  Xo. 
4,  of  Bristol,  of  which  she  has  served  as  junior  and 
senior  vice-president.  Mr.  Cook  is  also  an  ad- 
vanced member  of  Xathan  Hale  Lodge,  O.  U.  A.  M., 
at  Bristol.  In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  Republican,  but 
takes  no  active  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  party. 
The  confidence  and  trust  reposed  in  both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Cook  has  never  been  mis])lacL-d,  and  to-day 
their  many  friends  have  for  them  the  higliest  re- 
gard. 

GEORGE  WASHIXGTOX  LADD.  the  pres- 
ent first  selectman  of  Bloomfield.  is  a  native  of 
Duanesburg,  Schenectady  Co.,  X.  Y.,  born  Oct.  18, 
1848,  and  is  a  son  of  Elijah  and  Harriet  (  Benrley) 
Ladd,  also  natives  of  Duanesburg-,  and  of  English 
descent. 

Elijah  Ladd  was  a  son  of  Lemuel  and  Phebe 
(Herrick)  Ladd,  and  was  reared  on  his  father's 
farm.  To  him  and  his  wife  the  following  named 
children  were  born:  Susan,  who  is  now  deceased; 
Mary  Ann,  married  to  John  Slawson,  of  Duanes- 
burg; Eva,  wife  of  Ashel  B.  ^lorey,  of  the  same 
town;  Harriet,  now  [Mrs.  Dewitt  Empie,  of  Scho- 
harie, N.  Y. ;  and  George  W .,  whose  name  opens 
this  biographical  notice.  EHjah  Ladd  and  his  wife 
died  some  years  ago,  in  their  native  town. 

George  W.  Ladd,  following  in  the  footsteps 
of  his  immediate  ancestors,  passed  his  youth  and 
early  manhood  on  the  home  farm.  At  Rensselaer- 
ville,  N.  Y.,  he  married  [Miss  Millie  X.  Johnson, 
daughter  of  Rev.  J.  S.  Johnson,  of  the  first  Baptist 
Church  at  Rensselaerville,  and  to  this  union  have 
been  born  three  children :  Raymond  L.,  Fannie  M. 
and  LeRoy  A.  Of  these,  Raymond  L.  married 
Miss  Nellie  Goodwin,  of  Bloomfield.  Fannie  M. 
is  married  to  George  B.  Ashwell,  of  Hartford, 
Conn.,  and  to  their  marriage  has  been  born  one 
child,  Gladys. 

In  [May,  1891,  George  W.  Ladd  came  to  Bloom- 
field, locating  on  West  street,  and  engaged  in 
dairying,  which  he  still  follows.  He  is  very  promi- 
nent in  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  town, 
has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of  selectmen  four 
years,  and  at  this  writing  ( 1900)  is  serving  his 
third  year  as  first  selectman :  he  is  also  a  member  of 
the  board  of  education.  He  was  once  elected  a 
justice  of  the  peace,  on  the  Republican  ticket,  but  de- 
clining to  qualify.  He  adlieres  faithfully  to  that 
party.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  Hiram  Lodge, 
No.  98,  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Bloomfield,  and  also  of  the 


I  Grange,  of  the  same  tow  n.  He  and  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church,  and,  socially,  enjo}-  the 
respect  of  the  entire  comnumity. 

j       ^VILLIAM  E.  LATHAM  is  a  son  of  .(.\mos  B. 
I  Latham,  and  gi-andson  of  William  Latham,  the  for- 
1  mer  a  native  of  Hebron,  and  the  latter  of  Groton, 
j  Conn.    His  grandfather,  who  was  for  many  years 
a  farmer  in  the  town  of  Hebron,  married  Betsey 
Barnes,  by  whom  lie  was  the  father  of  cle\-en  chil- 
dren:    Isaac,  Joel,  Joseph.  Aver\-,  Darius,  William, 
Amos  B.,  and  four  who  died  in  childhood.  William 
Latham,  the  elder,  died  Dec.  31,  1836,  and  his  wife 
Feb.  12,  1849. 

Amos  B.  Latham  learned  the  trade  of  a  car- 
penter and  joiner  in  his  youth,  and  spent  his  early 
years  in  Llebron.  His  natural  inclination  was 
toward  mechanical  work,  and  he  acquired  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  cornicemaking  through  his  own  ef- 
forts, and  with  very  little  instruction,  following  it 
successfully  for  many  years.  About  1840  or  41 
he  removed  to  [Marlboro,  where  he  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  He  was  fairly  successful  in 
business,  and  reared  a  family  which  reflected  credit 
upon  himself  and  the  mother  to  whose  tender  care 
they  owed  their  early  training.  He  was  a  public- 
spirited  citizen,  always  ready  to  render  aid  and 
support  to  everv  movement  looking  toward  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  community  of  which  he  was  a  highly- 
respected  member.  He  was  a  man  of  earnest  con- 
\  ictions,  as  appears  from  the  course  of  his  political 
alfiliations.  [Prior  to  1856  he  was  a  Democrat,  but 
in  that  year  the  agitation  of  the  Free-soil  issue 
brought  him  into  the  Republican  party,  and  he  cast 
his  presidential  vote  for  John  C.  Fremont.  He 
continued  to  act  with  the  [Republicans  until  the  re- 
nomination  of  Gen.  Grant,  in  1872,  wdien  he  returned 
:o  the  fold  to  which  he  had  originally  belonged. 
In  other  words,  his  adherence  to  principle,  joined 
to  his  native  independence,  caused  principle  to  ap- 
pear to  him  in  a  higher,  purer  light  than  mere 
I  partisanship. 

I  [Mr.  Latham's  townsmen  honored  him  by  elec- 
tion to  various  offices.  He  was  selectman,  trial  jus- 
tice, town  treasurer,  a  representative  in  the  Legis- 
lature, judge  of  probate,  and,  at  the  time  of  his 
demise,  town  clerk.  Tlis  early  education  may  be 
said  to  have  been  of  a  rudimentary  character,  but 
his  early  disadvantages  were,  in  a  large  measure, 
overcome  by  a  course  of  well-selected  reading  dur- 
ing later  life.  He  was  an  unusually  well  informed 
man  on  all  general  topics,  and  generally  more  than 
able  to  hold  his  own  in  any  discussion  upon  any 
topic  with  which  he  was  familiar.  He  was  noted  for 
his  activity,  energy  and  probity,  and,  although  not 
a  professed  member  of  any  church,  was  a  regular 
attendant  upon  the  services  of  the  Congregational 
Church  in  the  place  of  his  residence,  and  for  many 
years  chairman  of  the  business  committee  of  the 
society.  He  married  Caroline  M.  Loomis,  daughter 
of  Elias  Loomis,  of  Colchester,  und  granddaughter 
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of  Sanniol  Looinis.  wlio  was  a  soldier  during-  the 
war  of  the  Revohition.  The  faniil\-  of  Looniis  is 
one  of  the  oldest  in  Colehester.  Mr.  Latham  died 
July  22.  1893.  Children  were  horn  to  this  mar- 
riage as  follows:  Harriet  J.,  \vh_>  married  Stanley 
W'adswi'rth,  of  Hoekanum  (East  Hartford);  r>et- 
soy  M.,  who  lias  been  married  three  tinies.  her  lirst 
husband  having-  been  Joseph  Alvord,  her  seeond 
Ganialiel  \\'aldo,  and  her  third  William  Durland ; 
William  E.  ;  Joel  E.,  a  farmer  and  blacksmith  in 
South  Dakota;  Amos  ^L,  whose  h.ome  is  in  Sears- 
boro,  near  Grinnell,  Iowa,  also  a  farmer  arid  black- 
smith; and  Imogenc  C,  the  widow  of  Hawley  Skin- 
ner, of  East  Hampton,  Conn.  After  the  death  of 
his  first  wife,  which  occurred  Sept.  17,  1S5S,  Mr. 
Latham  married  Eliza  A.  McEva,  who  bore  him 
two  children.  The  elder  of  these,  Charles  A.,  is 
hving  in  Elyria,  Ohio,  and  the  younger,  Ernest  B., 
in  the  citv  of  Xew  York,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the 
business  of  manufacturing  and  sellin.of  electrical  sup- 
plies. 

William  E.  Latham  received  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools,  supplementing  it  by  a 
partial  course  at  the  State  Normal  School  at  Xew 
Britain.  The  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  interrupted 
his  course  of  study,  and  in  August,  1S62.  he  en- 
hsted  in  Company  C,  20th  Conn.  \'.  L  He  con- 
tmued  in  the  service  until  mustered  out,  in  June, 
1865,  participating  in  the  battles  of  Chancellors- 
ville,  Gettysburg,  Resaca,  Peach  Tree  Creek, 
Averysboro  and  Bentonville.  After  receiving  his 
honorable  discharge  he  returned  to  Xew  Britain, 
and  entered  the  bolt  department  of  the  Stanley 
Works.  He  remained  with  that  concern  for  fifteen 
years,  althcugh  between  1868  and  1S80  his  work 
was  done  under  contract,  he  employing  from  five 
to  twelve  men.  In  the  year  last  named  ill  health 
compelled  him  to  abandon  active  shop  work,  arid 
he  retired  to  private  life.  He  had,  however,  al- 
ways been  an  active  political  worker,  in  the  interests 
of  the  Republican  party,  of  which  he  was  a  stanch 
member.  On  his  withdrawal  from  the  Stanley 
Works  he  was  elected  tax  collector  on  his  party 
ticket,  and  re-elected  again  and  again,  holding  the 
position  for  nine  years,  during  which  he  also  held 
the  office  of  tax  collector  for  the  city  of  Xew  Brit- 
ain, which  latter  he  filled  altogether  eleven  years, 
W'ith  satisfaction  to  the  tax-payers  and  with  honor 
to  himself.  He  has  also  been  registrar  of  voters 
and  justice  of  the  peace.  In  1892  he  embarked  in 
the  real  estate  and  insurance  business  at  Xew  Brit- 
ain. 

Mr.  Latham  is  a  prominent  and  active  member 
of  the  G.  A.  R.,  having  once  held  the  oftlce  of 
adjutant,  and  being  now  TiSqq)  junior  vice-coni- 
mandcr  of  Stanley  Post,  Xo.  ir.  He  has  also  been 
prominent  in  the  councils  of  the  Order  of  United 
American  Mechanics,  having  held  the  office  of  coun- 
cillor, and  being  now  a  trustee.  He  belongs  to  the 
South  Congregational  Church,  and  is  a  liberal  con- 
tributor toward  its  work. 


In  1S67  Mr.  Latham  w-as  married  to  X'ettie  B., 
daughter  of  Henry  C.  Elagg,  of  Xew  13ritaiii,  and 
granddaughter  of  Abijali  Flagg,  of  the  same  place. 
?^Irs.  Latham's  father  v.as  for  manv  vears  a  prom- 
inent furniture  dealer  antl  undertaker.  Their  mar- 
riage was  .blessed  with  one  daughter,  Florence  M., 
who  resides  at  home.  Mrs.  Latham  died  Julv  17, 
1S94. 

CHRISTIAX  TREPP.  of  Addison,  is  one  of 
the  men  who  have  won  success  in  life  with  no  cap- 
ital cxcci)t  their  native  ability  and  strength  of  will. 

~Sir.  Trepp  is  a  native  of  Grobenton,  Switzer- 
land, and  a  son  of  John  Martin  and  Christina 
(Bailey)  Trepp,  lifelong  residents  of  that  town. 
His  father  was  a  farmer  and  teamster  by  occupa- 
tion, and  before  the  days  of  railroads  in  Italy  and 
Sv.-itzerland  would  haul  silks  and  other  merchandise 
from  place  to  place,  this  business  sometimes  oblig- 
ing him  to  work  all  night.  Our  subject  was  one 
of  a  large  familv  of  children,  as  follows:  George, 
a  farmer  in  Switzerland;  Christian,  the  second  in 
order  of  birth ;  John  3>Iartin,  a  skilled  horseman, 
who  was  killed  in  Switzerland  by  the  kick  of  a 
horse;  Michael,  who  came  to  America  and  located 
in  Canton,  ^^lont.,  where  he  is  a  successful  ranch- 
man; David,  w  ho  died  in  Canton,  ^lont. ;  Martin, 
who  located  in  Canton,  ]\Iont.,  and  followed  gold 
digging  and  later  stock  raising,  and  was  drowned 
near  there,  wdiile  attempting  to  ford  a  swollen 
stream  on  horseback;  Christina,  who  died  young; 
Susannah,  ^Irs.  ^Memper,  who  resides  in  Switzer- 
land ;  and  Elizabeth,  who  remained  in  Switzerland. 

Our  subject  was  born  Xov.  i,  1831,  and  as  a 
boy  attended  the  schools  near  his  home,  his  oppor- 
tunities being  in  sharp  contrast  with  those  of  Amer- 
ican children  of  to-day.  The  room  was  small  and 
the  high-backed  seats  uncomfortable,  wdiile  the 
methods  of  teaching  were  primitive.  His  first 
teacher  was  less  efficient  than  the  average,  as,  ac- 
cording to  ]Mr.  Trepp,  he  was  a  "bachelor  who 
sparked  at  night  and  slept  in  school,"  but  his  later 
instructors  were  better,  and  he  remembers  one  in 
particular  from  whom  he  learned  much.  He  learned 
quickly,  and  on  completing  his  common-school 
course  went  to  Italy  to  familiarize  himself  with  the 
language  of  that  country,  eight  months  sufficing  for 
this.  lie  returned  home,  but  soon  afterward  went 
to  Koslin,  Prussia,  to  learn  the  confectioners'  trade, 
which  he  followed  there  for  four  years,  and  at 
Dresden,  Saxony,  for  about  six  months.  On  Oct. 
30,  1854,  he  sailed  from  Hamburg  for  X'ew  York, 
making  the  voyage  in  an  old-fashioned  sailing  ves- 
sel which  occupied  seven  weeks  on  the  trip,  arriving 
Dec.  19.  The  weather  was  warm  and  pleasant  most 
of  the  way.  On  his  way  over  he  met  Edward  Paul- 
man,  who,  a  quarter  of  a  century  later,  has  become 
his  neighbor  in  Addison. 

After  Mr.  Trepp  had  paid  his  fare  to  Hartford 
he  had  but  three  gold  pieces  left,  and  as  he  was  un- 
able to  find  work  during  the  following  winter  he 
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would  l;avc  farctl  ill  had  ho  not  secured  credit  with 
.  a  Geniian,  who  know  that  he  could  trust  one  of  his 
lioncst  lace  and  demeanor,  and  whom  Mr.  Trepp 
prom])tly  repaid  as  soon  as  lie  could.  In  the  sprint; 
he  was  emi)lo_\ed  lor  two  weeks  in  a  bakerv,  to  hll 
a  vacancy,  and  tlien  he  went  to  East  Glastonbury 
to  work  for  Leonard  IL.  Hale,  at  ^lo  a  month,  re- 
maining; one  year.  The  next  six  months  he  spent 
with  yir.  Sellew,  on  Main  street,  ( ilastonbury,  at 
$14  per  month,  and  for  nine  years  lie  was  emploved 
on  a  farm  by  Sydney  Smith,  of  Glastonbury,  his 
marriage  occurring  in  the  meantime.  He  then  s])ent 
a  summer  on  the  river,  as  a  hand  on  a  stone-boat 
owned  by  Elizur  Smith,  and  this  experience  led  to 
a  fortunate  change  in  his  business  life.  As  he  was 
very  economical  he  had  saved  a  neat  little  sum  of 
money,  invested  in  government  bonds,  and  these  he 
paid  in  as  his  portion  in  the  purchase,  with  several 
others,  of  a  share  in  a  tug  boat,  the  "Col.  E.  B. 
Grubb."  This  venture  proved  a  profitable  one,  and 
•  stimulated  by  his  success  Mr.  Trepp  purchased  two 
stone-boats,  one  of  which  was  the  "George  C. 
Bloom."  He  was  one  of  the  companv  who  built 
the  "A.  M.  Smith,"  costing  Si2,ooo.  our  subject 
paying  his  quarter-interest  in  cash.  \Mien  the  river 
traffic  began  to  dechne  he  moved  to  his  present 
farm,  purchased  in  1869  from  a  IMr.  Barrows,  and 
he  has  since  followed  farming,  chictiv  raising  to- 
bacco, in  which  he  has  been  successful.  The  tract 
then  contained  eleven  acres,  but  Mr.  Trepp  has 
added  more  from  time  to  time,  and  has  now  about 
twenty  acres  of  choice  land,  in  a  good  state  of  cul- 
tivation, besides  considerable  meadow  and  wood- 
land. In  1S99  he  erected  a  nice  modern  dwelling 
house,  which  he  will  enjov  in.  his  declining  vears, 
and  the  other  buildings  on  the  place  have  been  re- 
built by  him. 

On  -May  19,  1863,  IMr.  Trepp  married  Jane  Rob- 
inson, a  native  of  Ireland,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren :  George  and  Emma.  George  assists 
in  the  management  of  the  farm ;  he  married  ]Miss 
Lena  Tanner,  and  has  two  children,  Edna  and 
Louis.  Enmia  lives  at  home.  In  the  spring  of 
1883  ]\Ir.  Trepp,  with  his  wife  and  family,  took  a 
trip  through  some  of  the  Western  States  and  Terri- 
tories, visiting  all  the  principal  cities  and  places  of 
interest,  and  finally  reaching  IMontana,  where  he 
visited  with  his  brothers  for  over  a  month.  His 
brothers  were  engaged  in  gold  digging,  which  in- 
terested the  visitors  greatly.  They  found  many 
things  to  interest  them,  but  Mr.  Trepp  prefers  the 
East  for  a  home.  The  family  is  identified  with  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  politically  Air.  Trepp  is 
a  stanch  Republican,  his  attachment  to  tb.e  party 
being  free  from  any  desire  for  official  rewards  and 
honors. 

RICHARD  MURRAY,  a  prominent  and  es- 
teemed citizen  of  Berlin,  was  born  in  County  Water- 
ford,  Ireland,  in  1845.    H's  early  life  was  one  of 
.    constant  devotion  to  work,  and  he  has  made  his 


life  successful  through  resolute  [lertinac  ty,  fixed 
purpose,  earnest  determination  and  tireless  in- 
dustry. 

Mr.  Murray's  parents,  Thomas  and  Ellen 
(Elvnn)  Murray,  are  now  both  at  rest  in  St. 
Peter's  cemetery,  at  Haverstraw,  X.  Y.  The  fa- 
ther was  a  'tenant  farmer  in  Ireland,  with  but  a 
small  h.olding  of  sixty  or  seventy  acres,  who  found 
the  hardest  of  hard  work  scarcely  yielded  a  bare 
support  for  liimself  and  his  family.  The  parents 
came  to  America  fiist,  and  ]\a?sage  was  made  to 
the  children  in  turn,  which  fact  accounts  for  the 
younger  children  (Richard  and  Thomas)  coming 
later  than  the  others.  Richard  was  but  a  youth 
when  he  came  to  America,  at  which  time  he  was 
totallv  unacquainted  with  the  usages  of  the  country 
which  was  to  be  his  future  home.  But  he  had  in- 
born intelligence  and  the  native  courage  of  his 
race,  not  to  mention  its  innate  savoir-faire.  He 
soon  found  employment  at  "edging"'  on  a  brick  yard 
on  the  Hudson,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Xew  York 
City,  in  accepting  which  employment  (as  the  nearest 
which  presented  itself)  he  unwittingly  cast  the  mold 
of  his  whole  future  life.  Eor  four  decades  he  de- 
voted himself  to  brickmaking.  Erom  the  insig- 
nificant position  of  a  boy,  at  everyone's  beck  and 
call,  he  rose  to  fill  the  position  of  superintendent, 
and  ultimately  became  a  partner  in  the  firm.  Within 
a  few  years  the  firm  name  of  Peck  &  Alurray  gave 
way  to  that  of  Alurray  &  Alorrissey,  and  in  1892 
Richard  [Murray,  the  erstwhile  Celtic  emigrant,  be- 
came through  ])urchase  the  sole  owner  of  the  busi- 
ness. He  removed  the  plant  to  Berlin,  Conn., 
where  he  established  the  Alurray  Brick  Works, 
where  an  average  force  of  fifty  men  is  employed, 
and  every  detail  of  the  work  is  under  Air.  Alurray's 
personal  supervision. 

Our  subject's  residence  is  one  of  the  largest 
in  Berlin,  he  having  purchased  the  property  com- 
monly spoken  of  as  the  "Xorman  Porter  place," 
formerly  owned  by  a  Air.  Porter,  a  gentleman  from 
the  South,  and  originally  costing  S30.000.  His 
domestic  life  has  been  as  happy  as  his  business 
career  has  been  successful.  On  Oct.  29,  1865,  he 
m.arried  Aliss  Ellen  Butler,  of  Haverstraw,  N.  Y., 
who  was  born  in  County  Waterford,  Ireland, 
daughter  of  Alathew  Butler,  a  farmer,  and  his  wife 
Ellen,  whose  father  was  also  a  farmer.  Airs.  Alurray 
died  Alay  16,  1899,  after  a  short  illness,  and  is 
buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Xew  Britain.  She  was 
deeply  and  sincerely  mourned,  not  only  by  her 
husband,  to  whom  she  was  in  every  sense  of  the 
word  a  "helpmeet,"'  but  by  her  friends  and  neigh- 
bors as  well,  for  whom  she  always  had  a  kind 
word,  and  by  the  many  beneficiaries  of  her  unos- 
tentatious charitv.  Airs.  Alurray  was  well  educated 
in  her  native  county,  and  for  many  years  acted 
as  bookkeeper  for  her  husband,  who  attributes  his 
success  in  life  largely  to  her  business  capacity. 

Air.  and  Airs.  Alurray  became  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  a  brief  mention  of  whom  will  be 
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fmiiul  of  iiitcrost.  {\)  Mary  Ellen,  born  Sept. 
10,  1807,  was  eUucatcxi  at  the  schools  of  Haver- 
straw  and  at  St.  Tctcr's  Convent,  gradnating  from 
the  latter  in>tif.uion.  On  Sept.  20,  1887,  she  be- 
came th.e  wife  of  William  Fisher,  who  is  in  Mr. 
Murrav"s  employ,  and  three  children  have  been  born 
to  them.  (2)  Alice  Aloysius,  born  Jnly  23.  lS(.S9, 
was  also  educated  at  the  public  schools  of  Haver- 
straw  and  St.  Peter's  Convent,  and  subsequently 
graduated  from  the  Eastman  Business  College, 
i'oughkeepsie,  X.  Y.  She  married,  Oct.  25,  1S94, 
Edward  Roche,  of  Berlin,  and  has  borne  her  hus- 
band two  children.  (3)  Kath.ryn  Ophelia,  born 
Sept.  16,  1S71,  also  attended  St.  Peter's  Convent, 
and  later  the  Convent  of  Notre  Dame,  at  Putnam, 
Conn.  She  remains  at  home,  unmarried.  (4) 
Adelia,  born  Xov.  29,  1873,  died  Feb.  19,  1S81. 
(5)  Josephine  ^lercedes  was  born  Dec.  23,  1S75. 
After  leaving  St.  Peter's  Convent  she  attended  the 
New  Britain  high  school,  and  later  the  State  Nor- 
mal School,  but  was  obliged  to  abandon  her  studies 
because  of  illness.  She,  too,  lives  at  home.  (6) 
Thomas  Francis,  born  July  iS,  1877,  received  his 
primary  education  at  St.  Peter's  Convent,  and 
afterward  attended  the  grammar  schools  of  New 
Britain,  and  the  Academy  of  the  Holy  Cross,  at 
Worcester,  ^lass.  He  is  associated  with  his  fa- 
ther as  business  manager.  (7)  Adelia  Dolores, 
born  Feb.  20,  1881,  lives  at  home.  She  passed 
through  the  grammar  and  high  schools  of  New 
Britain,  and  is  at  present  a  teacher  in  the  centre 
school  of  Berlin.  (8)  Richard  Butler,  the  youngest 
of  the  family,  born  Aug.  22,  1882,  is  a  student  at 
Manhattan  College,  New  York.  All  Mr.  IMurray's 
children  have  enjoyed  excellent  educational  ad- 
vantages. Cons:ious  of  his  own  meager  oppor- 
tunities, he  has  been  ever  ready  to  make  any  sac- 
rifice for  their  benefit. 

The  religious  faith  of  ^Ir.  [Murray  and  his  fam- 
ily is  that  of  the  Catholic  Church.  His  life  has  been 
too  full  of  work  and  business  cares  to  permit  him 
to  take  an  active  part  in  politics ;  on  National  and 
State  issues,  however,  his  sympathies  are  with  the 
Democratic  party,  while  in  local  matters  he  looks 
to  men  rather  than  partisanship. 

S.  P.  TURNER.  Though  eminently  success- 
ful as  a  business  man,  the  true  measure  of  this  prom- 
inent resident  of  Glastonbury  should  be  taken  as  a 
citizen,  and  not  merely  as  a  merchant.  He  is 
scarcely  yet  in  middle  life,  yet  he  has  for  years  been 
one  of  that  town's  most  aggressive  and  wide-awake 
men,  active  to  every  public  enterprise,  a  factor  in 
shaping  political  affairs,  and  a  citizen  whose  in- 
fluence, while  wide,  is  of  that  silent  character 
which  impresses  the  more  deei)lv.  He  is  unosten- 
tatious, courteous  and  accommodating,  and  is  held 
in  high  esteem. 

William  H.  Turner,  the  great-grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  1764,  and  as  a  bright- 
eyed  boy  in  Boston  attracted  the  attention  of  Elizur 


'  Hubbard,  a  merchant  of  b'ast  Glastonbury,  who  was 
visiting  in  Bosion.  anil  whose  liking  for  the  viva- 
cious youngster  was  followed  by  a  proposition  to  the 
boy's  mother  to  give  him  a  good  business  education. 
She  consented,  and  the  Massachusetts  boy  bccair.e 
itlentified  with  the  interests  of  Glastonbury.  He 
became  a  sailor,  and  married  Mercy  W'risley,  bora 
in  East  Glastonbury  in  1771,  and  to  them  were  born 
nine  children,  of  whom  the  eldest,  William  H.,  born 
.  in  1788,  was  the  grandfather  of  our  sul>ject.  The 
grandfather  was  a  shipbuilder,  and  master  of  a 
coasting  vessel.    In  1812  he  married  Mary  Nichol- 
i  son,  who  died  in  1813,  leaving  one  child,  who  died 
1  in  infancy.    F'or  his  second  wife  William  H.  Tur- 
I  ner  married  Bathsheba  Brewster  Wrisley,  a  native 
of  Marlboro,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (  Hux- 
i  ford)  Wrisley.    Samuel  Wrisley  was  a  Revolutioii- 
,  ary  soldier,  a  "conductor  of  teams"  and  a  captain 
'  in  his  regiment. 

The  third  child  and  the  second  son  of  William 
1  H.  and  Bathsheba  Turner  was  Welles  Turner,  fa- 
j  ther  of  our  subject,  born  Nov.  13,  182S,  on  the  Tur- 
ner homestead  on  the  west  side  of  Main  street, 
Glastonbury,  near  station  No.  45  of  the  trolley  line. 
I  Welles  Turner  received  a  good  academic  educa- 
tion, attending  the  South  Glastonburv  Academv  un- 
der Orange  Judd,  who  gave  $50,000  to  W'^esleyan 
University,  and  also  under  Flenry  L.  \V''ells,  later  a 
millionaire  of  ^Minneapolis,  ]Minn.  Leaving  school, 
the  father  of  our  subject  began  his  career  as  a 
clerk  in  the  dry-goods  store  of  H.  B.  Chaft'ee  & 
Co.,  which  stood  on  the  ground  in  Hartford  now 
occupied  by  Sage,  Allen  &  Co.  E.  S.  Cleveland, 
postmaster  at  Hartford  under  Presidents  Lincoln 
and  Johnson,  was  a  fellow^  clerk  in  that  store.  Later 
]Mr.  Turner  clerked  for  two  years  in  the  store  of 
J.  Gordon  Smith,  and  then  in  1852  moved  to  South 
Glastonbury  and  opened  a  general  store,  which  he 
;  conducted  for  four  years.  He  married,  Oct.  2,  1854, 
I  Miss  Isabelle  P.  Benton,  born  in  Glastonbury  in 
j  Alarch,  1830,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth 
(Plummer)  Benton.  To  them  was  born  one  son, 
Sturgis  P.,  our  subject,  Oct.  16,  1856.  The  wife 
and  mother  died  Nov.  8,  1856,  and  alter  her  death 
the  bereaved  husband  gave  up  his  mercantile  busi- 
ness and  retired  to  the  old  homestead,  where  he  has 
since  resided,  a  highly-esteemed  citizen  of  Glaston- 
bury. He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  was  the 
first  registrar  of  voters  at  Glastonbury.  Fraternally 
he  is  a  veteran  member  of  Columbia  Lodge,  No. 
25,  F.  &  A.  ^L,  of  South  Glastonbury,  which  in 
1896  celebrated  its  looth  aimiversary.  He  is  a  well- 
preserved  man. 

Sturgis  P.  Turner,  our  subject,  was  but  a  few- 
weeks  old  wdien  his  mother  died.    He  was  reared 
j  from  infancy  at  the  home  of  Dudley  Lee  and  wife, 
at  Glastonbury,  remaining  there  until  twenty-one 
years  of  age.    As  a  boy  he  worked  on  the  farm  and 
;  attended  the  Third  district  school  of  his  native 
I  town,  his  first  teacher  being  ]\Iiss  Plouse.    He  also 
attended  school  to  Mrs.  Cook  and  Mrs.  Noyes,  and 
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later  attended  the  academy  at  G!astonl)nrv,  wlien  I... 
S.  lirown  was  principal. 

In  May,  1878,  ouv  subject  went  to  Xew  P.riiain. 
and  entered  the  einpk>_\-  ol  tiie  Xe\v  Driiain  Knitting- 
Co.  as  general  heljK'r.  lie  worked  nniil  October  ot 
the  same  year  at  Si. 25  per  day.  tlien  retnrneil  to 
liis  home  in  Cdastonbnry.  and  the  foUowinq-  sprin;^ 
leased  his  fatlier's  farm.  This  he  managed  fuur 
^•ears,  and  while  so  engaged,  in  the  fall  of  iSjC).  ho 
married  Miss  Hattic  A.  Welles,  w  ho  was  born  Sept. 
21,  1856,  youngest  daughter  of  I-'rederick  and  Catli- 
erine  (Saltonstal)  Welles.  To  otu-  subject  and 
wife  has  been  born  one  daughter,  Isabella  Benton. 

The  mercantile  career  of  our  subject  began 
March  15,-  1SS3.  wdien  he  ]uirchased  the  store  of 
P.  H.  Goodrich,  at  Glastonbury.  This  he  has  ever 
since  conducted  most  successfully,  and  has  from 
time  to  time  added  extensively  to  the  stock,  intro- 
ducing among  other  lines  boots  and  shoes  and  drugs. 
J\lr.  Turner  is  one  of  the  wide-awake  and  pros- 
perous business  men  of  the  town.  He  was  one  of 
the  incorporators,  and  the  tirst  president,  of  the 
Eagle  Sterling  Co.,  was  later  treasurer  tor  a  time, 
and  was  prominently  identified  with  the  company 
until  February,  1S98. 

'  In  politics  Mr.  Turner  is  a  stanch  Republican, 
and  he  is  one  of  the  most  active  workers  for  the 
success  of  that  party.  It  was  through  his  efforts 
and  those  of  others  that  the  town,  which  was  for- 
merly Democratic,  joined  the  column  of  Repub- 
lican towns.  He  represented  Glastonbury  in  the 
State  Legislature  in  18S4,  and  again  in  188S,  and 
was  one  of  the  youngest  men  who  ever  represented 
the  town.  Politicallv  he  is  one  of  the  leaders  in 
Glastonbury.  He  is  a  prominent  member  of  Das- 
com  Lodge,  No.  86,  F.  &  A.  jNL,  at  Glastonbury. 
!Mrs.  Turner  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  Their  home,  erected  in  1SS8,  is  one  of  the 
finest  and  most  modern  in  Glastonbury. 

JOHN  SEWARD  WILSON,  D.  D.  S.,  of  Bris- 
tol, at  the  head  of  his  profession,  w-ith  one  of  the 
best  ecjuipped  offices  in  the  State,  was  born  in  Cov- 
entry, Conn.,  Dec.  4,  1865,  and  is  a  son  of  Jolm  I 
Daniel  and  Hannah  (Dews)  Wilson,  the  former  of 
whom  died  in  June,  1869;  the  latter,  still  living  in 
Rockville,  Conn.,  is  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Dews, 
who  was  born  in  England. 

John  Daniel  Wilson  was  an  accomplished  pat- 
ternmaker, and  there  now  lie  hid  in  the  recesses  of 
the  patent  office  at  \^'ashington.  D.  C,  many  speci- 
mens of  his  taste  and  ingenuity.  His  death  took 
place  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  where  his  daughter,  Mary, 
also  died  at  the  age  of  three  years,  her  remains  be- 
ing interred  in  Northampton,  while  those  of  the  fa- 
ther were  buried  in  the  city  wdiere  he  died.  Cpon 
the  death  of  the  father  the  family  returned  to  Con- 
necticut and  settled  in  Rockville,  wdiere  John 
Seward,  our  subject,  received  a  common-school 
education,  but  during  the  last  three  years  of  his 
school  attendance  was  employed,  outside  his  liours 


of  study,  in  the  law  otTice  of  Benezet  H.  Bill.  Aiiout 
i  1 88 1  he  entered  tlie  dent.d  othce  of  Dr.  R.  W.  Rob- 
erts, of  Rockville,  was  under  instruction  for  two 
years,  and  then  ttiok  a  year's  course  at  the  Boston 
I  Dental  College,  upon  graduating  from  which  he 
,  ojXMied  an  oilice  for  practice,  in  August.  1884,  in 
I  Plainville,  he  being  tlien  not  (|uiie  twenty  years  of 
I  age,  and  met  with  a  sufticienily  c-ncouraging' patron- 
I  age  to  detain  him  there  six  years.     In   1890  the 
!  Doctor  came  to  Bristol,  and  opened  his  office  in  the 
Lin  stead  block. 

The  early  loss  of  his  father  compelled  Dr.  Wil- 
son to  rely  upon  his  own  resources  and  exertions, 
but  he  soon  acquired  a  self-reliance  that  carried  him 
over  and  bcyonil  all  fibstacles  in  his  way,  and  placed 
him  at  the  head  of  his  profession,  acquiring  for 
him  a  fine  reputatiein.  not  only  in  the  town  of^Bris- 
tol,  but  tliroughout  the  western  part  of  the  State, 
where  he  has  an  extended  practice.  The  Doctor 
is  a  member  of  Reliance  Council,  No.  753,  Royal 
Arcanum,  of  Bristol ;  of  Ethan  Lodge,  No.  9, 
Knights  of  Pythias,  of  the  same  borough  ;  of  Put- 
nam Phalanx  Society  of  Hartford;  and  of  the 
Heptasophs. 

The  Doctor  was  married,  May  12,  18S7,  to  ]Miss 
Isabella  Styles,  daughter  of  James  B.  Styles,  of 
Broad  Brook,  Hartford  county,  and  to  this  union 
were  born:  Beledna  Styles,  Nov.  22,  1888;  and 
Helen  Seward,  June  15,  1897.  The  Doctor  and 
his  family  attend  the  INIethodist  Cluirch,  in  which 
they  own  their  pew,  and  to  the  support  of  wdiich 
they  liberallv  contribute.  As  to  politics  the  Doctor 
is  quite  indilTerent. 

WILLIAM!  THO^IAS  FOLEY,  now  warden 
of  Southington  and  superintendent  of  the  shipping 
department  of  the  Peck,  Stow  &  Wilcox  Co.,  was 
born  in  Cheshire,  New*  Flaven  Co.,  Conn.,  March 
28,  1856,  and  is  a  son  of  James  and  ?^Iargaret 
(South)  Foley,  both  natives  of  Ireland,  of  Scotch- 
Irish  parentage. 

When  a  boy  the  father  came  to  America,  and  lo-  . 
cated  in  ^.^eriden,  Conn.,  wdiere  he  grew  to  man- 
hood. From  there  he  went  to  Cheshire,  wdiere  he 
followed  farming,  and  later  removed  to  Wolcott, 
Hartford  county.  In  1868  he  located  in  Southing- 
ton,  where  he  engaged  in  farming,  teaming,  etc., 
and  where  he  continued  to  make  his  home  until  his 
death,  in  1883.  He  was  married  in  ^leriden,  and  his 
children  were  Margaret  A.,  wdio  married  George 
Barker,  and  is  now  deceased :  Henry  P.,  now  de- 
ceased ;  James  S. ;.  William  T. ;  Edw^ard  R.,  de- 
ceased, wdio  was  a  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  ;  Sarah  E.,  wife  of  B.  B.  Sanford  ;  John 
C. ;  and  Lillie  L.,  wife  of  Lionel  Crawford. 

Our  subject  passed  his  boyhood  and  vouth  in 
Cheshire,  Wolcott  and  Southington,  and  is  indebted 
to  the  public  schools  of  those  towns  for  his  educa- 
tional advantages.  He  began  his  business  career  in 
the  mechanical  department  of  the  Peck,  Stow  & 
Wilcox  Manufacturing  Co.,  w  here  he  was  employed 
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from  1871  to  1S89,  and  in  tlie  latter  year  (.nicrod 
tlu-  shippins::  department  as  clerk,  serving  in  that 
capacity  until  1895,  wlien  he  was  appointed  to  his 
present  position,  lie  is  one  of  tlie  most  trnsted 
and  faithful  emjiloyes  of  the  company,  and  has 
their  entire  confidence  and  respect. 

In  jSSo  Mr.  I'oley  was  united  in  marria;:;c  with 
I\liss  Carrie  Bcrtel  Avery,  a  dauL^hter  of  Lewis  and 
Luceha  (Cowles)  Avery,  of  Southington.  and  to 
tliis  union  have  been  born  two  sons:  Wiiham 
Thomas,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Stanton  Avery. 
j\Ir.  Foley  is  a  leading  and  active  member  of  the 
]\Iethodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Southington,  ana 
has  been  one  of  the  trustees  of  same  eight  years, 
and  treasurer  of  the  church  six  years,  holding  both 
ofiices  at  the  present  time.  He  was  elected  first 
assistant  foren^aii  of  the  Southington  Fire  Depart- 
ment at  its  organization,  in  which  capacity  he  served 
seven  years,  and  as  foreman  of  Hose  Company  Xo. 
I,  four  years.  ?<Ir.  I'oley  served  on  the  board  of 
assessors  one  year,  was  burgess  the  same  length  of 
time,  and  in  1S99  and  1900  was  elected  warden. 
In  political  sentiment  he  is  a  Republican,  and  a 
strong  advocate  of  temperance,  is  pre-eminently  pub- 
lic-spirited and  enterprising,  and  all  that  pertains  to 
the  public  welfare  receives  his  hearty  endorsement. 

SA^IUEL  McCRU-M  is  of  Irish  birth  and  de- 
scent, having  been  born  in  County  Down,  Ireland, 
Oct.  11,  1854.  Both  his  father,  }\Ioses  ^McCrum, 
and  grandfather,  John  }iIcCrum,  were  born  in  the 
same  county,  in  tlie  old  McCrum  homestead,  and 
both  w^ere  linen-weavers  by  trade. 

]\Ioses  jMcCrum  was  born  in  Jmie,  1790,  and 
died  July  24,  1874,  at  the  hale  old  age  of  eighty- 
four.  V/hile  quite  a  young  man  he  engaged  in  the 
coastwise  trade,  owning  and  sailing  vessels  plying 
between  Ireland  and  Scotland.  In  this  venture  he 
was  unfortunate,  his  first  vessel  being  wrecked  and 
his  second  burned;  and  in  18 15  he  emigrated  from 
Ireland  to  America,  where  he  found  w^ork  at  his 
trade  with  a  Mr.  Baldwin,  on  the  Hudson  river,  sub- 
sequently becoming  manager  of  the  establishment. 
In  1825  he  returned  to  his  native  country,  where  he 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life  as  a  farmer.  He 
was  three  times  married,  Samuel,  the  subject  of 
this  biographical  sketch,  being  the  tenth  child,  and 
the  youngest  by  the  third  wife,  who  was  Jane 
Campbell,  of  Ireland. 

As  a  boy  Samuel  ^IcCrum  attended  the  National 
schools,  but  found  it  necessary  to  assist  his  father  on 
the  farm.  For  farni  work  he  developed  such  apti- 
tude that  when  but  sixteen  years  old  (his  father  then 
being  eighty  years  of  age)  the  conduct  of  the  prop- 
erty was  placed  in  his  charge.  For  five  years  he 
managed  the  farm,  when  he  turned  it  over  to  the 
care  of  his  brother  David.  Conscious  that  his  own 
earlier  educational  advantages  had  been  somewhat 
circumscribed,  he  next  took  a  nine  months'  course 
of  instruction  at  a  school  of  higher  grade,  and  at 
the  end  of  that  time  resolved  to  cross  the  Atlantic 


;  to  visit  his  brothers,  \\'illiain  and  George,  who 

■  had  already  emigrated,  aiid  were  livi^ig  in  ]£ast 
I  Berlin.  Accordingly  he  sailed  from  Liverpool  Jan. 
I  14,  1S78,  and  landed  in  Xew  York  Jan.  26.  C^ne 

week  lie  remained  in  the  metropolis,  and  then  came 
1  to  his  brother's  home,  his  purse  light — well-nigh 
i  emi)ty — but  jie  himself  full  of  the  vitaHty,  confidence 

and  courage  incident  to  youth. 
:        It  liad  not  been  2\lr.  McCrums  intention  to  stay 
;  in  the  United  Stales,  }ct  it  was  not  long  before  lie 
!  formed  the  resolution  to  remain  in  the  Xew  World. 
'  Before  he  could  mature  his  plans,  however,  he  was 
prostrated  by  scarlet  fever,  which  contined  him  for 
nine  weeks.    L'i)on  his  recovery  he  went  to  Xew 
,  York,  where  for  about  sixteen  months  he  was  em- 
ployed as  a  shipping  clerk  by  a  wholesale  hosiery 
lirm.    The  work  was  not  wholly  to  his  liking,  and 
he  returned  to  East  Berlin  to  enter  the  shears  de- 
partment of  tlie  factory  of  Peck,  Stow  &  Wilcox. 
For  six  years  he  continued  in  ilie  same  line  of  work, 
but  the  seventh  year  was  prevented  from  engaging 
in  active  employment  by  sickness.    After  regaining 
'  his  health  he  accepted  a  position  with  the  Berlin 
Iron  Bridge  Co.,  and  for  eighteen  months  remained 
'  there.    In  1S85  he  engaged  in  business  on  his  own 
;  account,  as  proprietor  of  a  meat  market,  but  after 
!  nineteen  months    he  abandoned    the  undertaking. 
:  ^Meanwhile,  in  1882,  he  had  bought  six  acres  of  land, 
and  after  quitting  the  butcher  business  he  devoted 
himself,  for  a  year,  \o  its  cultivation.    The  next 
three  and  a  half  years  he  spent  in  the  service  of  the 
Xew  York,  Xew  Haven  &  Hartlord  Railway  Co., 
as  shipping  clerk,  and  for  the  two  years  following 
Feb.  I,  1 89 1,  he  was  proprietor  and  manager  of  the 
"Shefticld  Dairy,"  on  Lenox  avenue,  in  the  city  of 
!  Xew'  York.    This  business  he  disposed  of  by  sale, 
1  and  after  living  a  year  in  Hartford,  once  more 

■  gravitated  back  to  East  Berlin.  For  a  year  he  de- 
:  voted  himself  to  farm  work,  and  then  entered  the 

employ  of  the  Iron  Bridge  Co.  once  more,  being  as- 
signed to  the  "laying-out"  department.  After 

■  three  years  devoted  to  this  kind  of  work  he  resigned 
liis  position,  once  more  to  engage  in  business  on  his 
own  account.  In  189S  he  opened  a  yard  for  the  sale 
of  coal  and  wood,  adding  to  this  line  of  trade  gen- 

i  eral  teaming  and  the  sale  of  ice.    He  has  been  mod- 
:  erately  successful,  the  exigencies  of  his  business 
usually  demanding  the  employment  of  five  men. 
In  1897  he  built  for  himself  a  well-planned  modern 
residence  on  Main  street,  where  he  and  his  family 
,  have  a  pleasant,  well-regulated  home. 

Mr.  McCrum  was  married,  Oct.  30,  1889,  to 
1  Miss  r\Iartha  Jane  Wilson,  of  Watertown,  Alass., 
j  who  was  born  May  22,  1S63.  Her  father  was  John 
{  Wilson,  and  her  mother  before  marriage  was  Isabel 
I  Haslet.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  one  son 
I  and  one  daughter.  The  elder.  ^Yalter  Isaac,  was  born 
{  rvlay  18,  1891,  and  is  attending  school:  the  younger, 
I  Elsie  Wilson,  was  born  May  10,  1896. 
I  Politically  Mr.  ■\IcCrum  is  a  Republican.  In  re- 
'  ligious    belief   and    church    membership    he  is  a 
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Methodist,  his  wife  bcin;^-  a  moinlior  of  ihc  Gingre- 
gational  Church,  lie  i.^  hold  in  high  esteem  by  his 
neighbors  and  lownfolks,  anuaig  whom  he  is  widely 
known,  l  ie  has  aceumukUed  enoiigii  to  enable  him 
to  live  comfortably,  yet  it  is  iiis  industry  and  integ-  j 
rity  that  have  endeared  him  to  his  fellow-einzens. 
For  several  _\ears  he  was  a  nieniber  of  the  church 
committee;  he  has  also  been  a  n'.enibcr  of  the  school 
committee,  and  was  constable  for  eight  }ears,  re- 
signing both  these  latter  positions — that  of  con- 
stable in  1 89 1,  lie  is  a  member  of  Mattabessett  I 
Lodge,  Xo.  25,  K.  of  1'.,  and  of  the  Hast  Berlin 
Literary  and  Athletic  Association. 

JOHN  j.  SEIXSOTII,  a  leading  pharmacist 
of  Hartford,  was  born  in  New  York  City  Dec.  iS, 
1861,  but  the  greater  portion  of  his  life  has  been 
spent  in  this  section. 

The  late  L.  Seinsoth,  our  subject's  father,  was  a 
native  of  Baden,  Germany,  and  received  his  educa- 
tion there.  Having  learned  the  tailor's  trade  he 
came  to  America  in  early  manhood,  locating  in  Xew 
York  City  in  1S57.  In  1 866  he  removed  to  Hart- 
ford, where  he  was  employed  for  many  years  by 
U.  H.  Brockway,  and  he  died  there  Dec.  29,  18^9, 
at  the  age  of  seventy  years,  four  months  and  ten 
days.  He  was  a  thorough  American  in  spirit,  like 
most  of  our  German-born  citizens,  and  in  1864  and 
1865  served  in  the  12th  Xew  Jersey  regiment.  He 
married  ^vliss  ^l.  Brenneissen,  of  Germany,  who 
still  resides  in  Hartford,  and  they  had  seven  chil- 
dren, three  dying  in  infancy:  George  H.  died  in 
1892;  John  Jacob,  our  subject;  Emily  A.  married  J. 
E.  Officer,  of  \\"ethersfield ;  and  Frank  A.  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Flartford. 

During  boyhood  John  J.  Seinsoth  attended  the 
schools  of  Hartford,  and  on  graduating  from  the 
High  School,  in  1880,  began  his  business  career  as 
a  clerk  with  Caleb  Clapp,  a  druggist.  In  the  fol- 
lowing year  he  entered  the  employ  of  ]Mr.  Sawtelle, 
with  whom  he  also  remained-  a  year,  and  after  a 
year  and  a  half  in  Bristol,  Conn.,  he  again  clerked 
for  Mr.  Sawtelle  for  a  short  time.  He  then  spent 
a  year  and  a  half  in  Bridgeport,  with  L.  W.  Booth, 
eight  months  in  Hartford  with  2^1  r.  Loeffler,  several 
years  with  ]\Ir.  Sawtelle,  and  for  five  years  and  a 
half  was  manager  of  the  drug  store  at  the  corner  of 
Park  and  Main  steets,  Hartford,  for  Mr.  Sawtelle. 
In  December,  1891,  he  opened  the  drug  store  at  the 
corner  of  ^Maple  avenue  and  Congress  streets,  his 
thorough  knowledge  of  business  methods  enabling 
him  to  make  a  success  of  the  enterprise.  On  }ilay 
26,  1900,  he  removed  to  his  present  location,  Nos. 
11-15  INIain  street,  to  be  better  able  to  take  care  of 
his  increasing  trade.  ]\Ir.  Seinsoth  is  much  inter- 
ested in  ornithology,  and  has  a  fine  collection  of 
birds.  He  is  a  member  of  the  City  and  State  Phar- 
maceutical Associations,  and  socially  is  identified 
with  St.  John's  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  Isl. ;  Connecticut 
Lodge,  Xo.  94,  I.  O.  O.  F. ;  Median  Encampment, 
No.  7 ;  Canton  }>Ieridien ;  the  Daughters  of  Re- 


bckah ;  and  was  for  years  a  member  of  the 
Society  of  the  Sons  of  \  elerans.  He  was  mai  ried 
in  Ihntford  to  Mi.ss  Bertha  L.  Martin,  daugliier  of 
lose]ih  Martin,  a  prominent  resident  of  Manchester. 
!  Conn.,  ami  they  have  one  child,  Gertrude  V. 

JOHX  B.EASLY  STACY  is  one  of  those 
fortunate  men  whose  genial  disposition  attracts 
many  friends,  the  sjihere  of  whose  personal  influence 
is  TiOt  limited  to  any  class  or  creed,  but  whose  force- 
I  ful  and  engaging  character  wins  general  recognition. 
He  is  a  prominent  citizen  of  Simsbury,  a  success- 
ful farmer  and  tobacco  grower,  and  for  eleven  years 
has  been  supervisor  of  the  public  liighways  of  that 
town. 

The  Stacy  family  was  among  the  early  settlers 
of  Xew  England.  Moses  Stacy,  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  was  born  at  Sturbridge,  Worcester 
Co.,  ]Mass.,  April  2,  1770,  and  there  grew  to  man- 
hood on  a  farm.  He  removed  to  Belchertown, 
Flampshire  Co.,  Mass.,  and  there  in  1792  married 
Zina  Bardwell,  who  was  born  in  Belchertown,  Feb. 
I9>  1773-  For  several  years  after  his  marriage 
jNloses  Stacy  engaged  in  farming  at  Belchertown. 
He  then  reinoved  to  Colebrook,  X^.  H.,  where  he 
also  farmed.  The  family  of  IMoses  and  Zina  Stacy 
consisted  of  ten  children,  namely :  Clarissa,  born 
2\Iarch  18,  1793,  died  Aug.  12,  1862;  Moses,  born 
July  7,  1795;  Horace,  born  Dec.  27,  1797,  died  at 
Pelham,  .\lass.,  July  23,  1864;  Zina,  born  May  31, 
1800,  died  at  Colebrook,  X.  H.,  July  9,  1852; 
Lucius,  born  Sept.  18,  1802,  died  at  Colebrook, 
Ivlarch  19,  1831 ;  Selah,  born  Xov.  25,  1804,  died  at 
Colebrook  March  19,  1831  ;  Permelia,  born  Jan. 
26,  1807,  married  Edmund  Sykes,  of  Ludlow,  Mass., 
died  June  20,  1869;  Elah,  father  of  our  subject, 
born  ^Nlarch  2,  1S12;  ^lartin,  born  April  9,  1814, 
died  at  Colebrook  in  1839.  Zina,  the  wife  of  Moses 
Stacy,  died  Jan.  12,  1841,  and  the  latter  then  lived 
with  his  son  Elah  until  his  death  at  AVindsor,  Conn., 
in  1851. 

Elah  Stacy  was  reared  to  manhood  on  the  home 
farm  at  Colebrook,  X.  H.,  and  received  a  good 
common-school  education.  He  followed  farming  as 
a  life  vocation,  and  in  185 1  removed  with  his  fam- 
ily from  his  native  State  and  county  to  Windsor, 
Conn.  Tobacco  culture  was  then  rising  into  im- 
portance, and  he  purchased  a  tract  of  eighty-seven 
acres  (which  is  _now  a  portion  of  Keeney  Park), 
and  engaged  in  tobacco  raising  and  general  farm- 
ing. In  1869  he  sold  this  property,  and  purchased 
the  Case  farm  of  136  acres  at  Weatogue,  Simsbury, 
now  owned  by  Frank  P.  Dodge,  where  he  re- 
mained, an  active  and  successful  farmer,  stock 
raiser  and  tobacco  grower,  until  his  death.  ]\Ir. 
Stacy  was  married,  in  1830,  at  Ellington,  Tolland 
Co.,  Conn.,  to  Elizabeth  lieasly,  a  native  of  that 
town,  and  daughter  of  John  Dv.  ight  Beasly.  They 
had  six  children:  Susan  A.,  wife  of  John  J.  Hale, 
of  Onondaga  cotmty,  X'.  Y. ;  Florette,  who  married 
E.  F.  Waterhouse,  of  Windsgr,  Conn.,  and  is  now 
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iltcoaSLHl ;  llcnrv.  wlio  dicil  .\])ril  30,  iS^t),  at  Wind- 
sor; John  r>.,  llic  subject  of  tliis  sketch:  l-~mnia 
}■'.;  and  Willartl  IC,  who  married  juha  Starkletter, 
and  lives  at  \ew  I'laven.  The  niotl.cr  diid  at 
Windsor.  Conn.,  in  She  was  a  i^ood  t  hris- 

tian  woman,  a  member  of  the  l'>apti-~t  Church,  and 
a  faithful  wife  and  devoted  mother.  h\ir  liis  sec- 
ond wife  Ehdi  Stacy  married  Sarah  1'.  Jones,  of 
Hartford,  Conn.,  by  wliom  he  liad  no  cinldren. 
Elah  Stacy  was  a  member  of  the  I'.apti.-^t  Chnrcli, 
and  in  politics  was  a  Democrat.  Me  was  genial  in 
disposition,  temperate  in.  habits,  and  noted  for  his 
honesty  and  niiriqht  character.  He  died  March  28, 
18S3.  ' 

John  Beasly  Stacy,  our  subject,  was  born  at 
Colebrook,  Coos  Co.,  X.  H.,  Any.  2.  1S4S.  and 
was  but  th.ree  years  old  when  he  came  with  his 
parents  in  1S51  to  Windsor,  Conn.  In  that  town 
he  received  his  education,  attending  the  public 
schools  and  also  Windsor  Academy,  under  Prof. 
Standish.  During  his  minority  he  remained  with 
his  parents,  assisting  in  the  work  of  the  farm.  In 
1870  Mr.  Stacy  started  out  for  himself  in  life.  At 
Wethersficld  he  found  employment  at  brickmaking 
for  W.  S.  White,  of  Hartford,  and  after  a  year  at 
that  vocation  removed  to  the  Watson  Holcomb  farm 
in  the  Union  District,  Simsbury,  and  for  six  years 
successfully  managed  that  property.  Deciding  to 
farm  his  own  property,  ]Mr.  Stacy  in  1877  purchased 
the  twenty-acre  farm  of  Jay  Tuller,  in  Weatogue. 
Later  he  bought  the  "^Nlinister  Brook  farm.''  of 
eighty-one  acres,  and  itow  operates  over  one  hun- 
dred acres  of  land,  on  which  he  has  built  barns 
and  tobacco  sheds,  and  made  other  improvements, 
and  is  now  engaged  in  tobacco  culture,  dairy  and 
general  farming,  and  similar  industries. 

At  Hartford,  April  20,  1S71,  Mr.  Stacy  married 
Miss  Elizabeth  H.  Fish,  a  native  of  Windsor, 
daughter  of  Samuel  A.  and  Helen  M.  (Hibbard) 
Fish,  and  granddaughter  of  Aaron  Fish,  of  Wind- 
sor. Helen  M.  (Flibbard)  Fisb,  the  mother  of 
Mrs.  Stacy,  was  a  daughter  of  Joel  Hibbard,  who 
was  born  in  1797,  and  died  Dec.  31,  1871,  and  who 
married  Elizabeth  Cleveland,  daughter  of  Jedediah 
Cleveland,  of  the  same  family  from  which  ex-Presi- 
dent Cleveland  descended.  The  Fish,  Hibbard  and 
Cleveland  families  have  all  been  prominent  in  the 
history  of  the  eastern  part  of  Connecticut.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Stacy  have  one  child.  Oliver  H.,  who  w^as 
born  at  Hartford  March  3,  1872,  and  is  now  a 
draftsman  in  the  ofTice  of  Pratt  &  W'hitney,  Hart- 
ford. He  was  educated  in  the  district  schools 
and  at  [McLean  Seminary,  in  earlier  life  was  a 
school  teacher,  and  for  four  terms  taught  the 
schools  at  Simsbury.  He  married  Hattie  Vincent, 
who  was  born  in  Burke,  X.  Y.,  daughter  of  Zach- 
ariah  Vincent,  and  to  them  has  been  born  one  child, 
Ila  Beasly.  Oliver  H.  Stacy  is  a  young  man  of 
artistic  temperament,  whose  talent  has  found  ex- 
pression in  painting.  He  also  excels  in  crayon 
work,  and  some  specimens  of  his  brush,  now  in 
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I  the  pos-^ession  of  his  father,  arc  highly  prized,  not 
I  only  for  their  associations  but  for  the  evident  man- 
j  ile>tation>  of  true  art.  He  is  ailmired  not  only  for 
I  liis  talent  bvU  for  his  uniiormlv  courteous  demeanor. 
!  lndur~trifus  and  painstaking,  he  is  making  his  way 
steadfastly  along  the  pathwa\'  which  leads  to  suc- 
cess. 

John  B.  Stacy,  our  subject,  is  in  politics  a  Dem- 
ocrat. In  1883  he  was  elected  selectman  of  Sims- 
bury, and  tilled  that  office  most  satisfactorily.  In 
1S88  he  was  apjx)inted  supervisor  of  public  high- 
ways of  Simsbury,  and  has  ever  since  filled  that 
office,  most  creditably  to  himself  and  etticiently  to 
the  general  public.  Mr.  Stacy  is  a  member  of  St. 
Mark's  Lodge,  Xo.  36,  F.  &  A.  ^I.,  and  also  of 
j  Ailvance  Grange,  Xo.  22.  Himself  and  family  are 
j  members  of  the  }^Iethodist  Episcopal  Cliurch.  •  His 
wife  is  a  lady  of  refinement  and  culture,  whose 
many  graces  of  character  have  made  happy  the 
liome  of  our  subject. 

CHARLES  HEXRY  FLAGG,  a  leading  citi- 
zen and  successful  agriculturist  of  \\'est  Hartford, 
was  born  Dec.  11,  1S40,  m  the  house  where  he  still 
resides,  and  comes  of  good  old  Revolutionary 
stock.  His  great-grandfather,  Abijah  Flagg,  aided 
the  Colonies  in  achieving  tlieir  independence,  as  a 
member  of  Capt.  Hart's  company,  of  Farmington, 
Conn.,  and  Col.  Wolcott's  regiment.  He  w-as  sta- 
tioned at  Boston  from  January  imtil  ?\Iarch,  1776, 
and  was  a  pensioner  in  Hartford  county  from  1S32 
to  1840.  He  died  at  the  ripe  age  of  eighty-tive 
years. 

George  Flagg,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  a  soldier  of  the  war  of  1812.  He  was  born  in 
the  Xorth  District  of  West  Hartford,  Dec.  9,  1782, 
was  a  tanner  and  shoemaker  by  trade,  and  also  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits,  owning  and  operat- 
ing a  large  farm.  On  X'ov.  25,  1805,  he  married 
Ruth  Elmer,  who  was  born  Dec.  30,  1784,  and  died 
May  17,  i860.  The  names  and  dates  of  birth  of 
their  children  are  as  follows:  Julia,  ^lay  23,  1806; 
George,  Jr.,  Sept.  27,  1807;  Gurdon,  Xov.  14.  1809; 
Jane,  Oct.  5,  181 1;  Franklin,  Oct.  5,  1813;  Jane, 
March  14,  1816;  Ralph,  ^lay  23,  1818;  Ralph,  Oct. 
17,  1821  ;  Austin,  Xov.  2,  1823;  and  Averlin,  Dec. 
15,  1825. 

George  Flagg,  Jr.,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  the  old  Xorth  District  of  West  Hart- 
ford Sept.  27,  1807,  and  attended  school  there.  After 
his  marriage  he  removed  to  L'tica,  X.  Y.,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming  for  three  years,  and  then  re- 
turned to  the  Xorth  District  of  West  Flartford. 
Two  years  later  he  bought  the  Solomon  Porter 
farm,  now  occupied  by  our  subject,  and  followed 
faming  there  until  his  death,  April  22,  1863.  On 
June  7,  1831,  he  wedded  Miss  }vlary  Goodman,  who 
was  born  Jan.  6,  1806,  and  died  June  23,  1879.  They 
had  six  children:  (i)  Franklin  A.,  born  July  27,. 
1832,  married  Mary  Langdon,  who  died  Aug.  20, 
1870,  and  he  died  Jan.  19,  1865.      (2)  Mary  A.,, 
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born  Jan.  15,  1834,  was  married  A])ril  11,  1S54,  to 
Edwin  II.  Arnold,  and  died  Dec.  -'7,  185S.  Slio 
had  tiirec  children:  Cliarles  born  April  jo,  1S55; 
Mary  DcC.  11,  1857;  and  Addie  S.,  Se;'i.  Ji, 
1858.  r\lary  li.  Arnold  was  married  Nov.  8,  1877, 
to  Cliarles  S.  Mills,  Jr.,  and  they  have  one  daughter, 
Edith  A.,  born  Xov.  11,  1878.  (^3  )  Elizabeth  A., 
born  July  22.  1S36,  now  living-  at  Xo.  iiS  Trumbull 
street,  Hartford.  {4)  Lorenzo  G.,  born  !May  25, 
183S,  was  married  in  October,  1S64,  to  Augusta 
A.  Selden,  and  died  Dec.  2,  1S74,  leaving  four  chil- 
dren, George  E.,  who  was  born  Aug.  23,  1805,  and 
was  married  in  1891  to  Xeltie  Root  t^have  one  child, 
Edward  Buell,  born  Jan.  o,  1892)  ;  Eranklin  S., 
born  Dec.  24,  1S6S;  William  L.,  born  Ju'\-  3,  1871; 
and  Charles  E.,  born  Oct.  16,  1873.  (^5)  Charles 
H.,  our  subject,  is  next  in  order  of  birth.  (6j  Julia 
A.,  born  Dec.  15,  1844,  ^^'^is  married  Oct.  12,  1870, 
to  T.  Everett  Stanley,  and  died  Dec.  2,  1873. 

Reared  on  the  home  farm,  Charles  H.  Elagg 
was  educated  in  the  East  District  school  of  Wes-t 
Hartford,  and  the  old  academy  at  West  Hartford 
Center.  He  aided  his  father  in  the  operation  of 
the  farm  until  Sept.  20,  1862,  when  he  enlisted  for 
nine  months'  service,  at  Hartford,  in  Company  D, 
22nd  Conn.  y.  I.,  and  w-ith  his  regiment  was  sent  to 
the  defense  of  Washington,  D.  C.  He  was  mus- 
tered out  at  Hartford  July  7,  1863,  and  returned 
home.  Since  then  his  time  and  attention  have  been 
devoted  uninterruptedly  to  agricultural  pursuits 
upon  the  old  homestead,  and  his  well-directed  labors 
have  been  crowned  with  success.  In  West  Hartfurd 
he  was  married,  Oct.  17,  1867,  to  r\Iiss  Caroline  W. 
Robbins,  who  was  born  in  Monroeville,  Ala.,  and  is 
a  daughter  of  George  and  Ann  (Stanley)  Robbins, 
natives  of  Rocky  Hill  and  West  Hartford,  Conn., 
respectively..  Eraternally  !Mr.  Elagg  is  an  honored 
member  of  Robert  O.  Tyler  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Hart- 
ford ;  politically  is  a  stanch  Republican.  He  most 
creditably  and  acceptably  served  as  assessor  of  West 
Hartford  from  1877  to  1898,  and  was  chairman  of 
the  board  for  twelve  years. 

WILLLAM  HILL,  agent  for  the  Collins  Com- 
pany, the  well-known  manufacturers  of  Collinsville. 
has  held  that  responsible  position  since  1891,  and 
enjoys  the  entire  confidence  of  the  firm,  having 
risen  to  his  present  post  through  various  positions 
in  their  business. 

Mr.  Hill  was  born  April  10,  i860,  in  Brooklyn, 
X.  Y.,  son  of  Charles  E.  Hill,  and  grandson  of 
William  Hill,  the  latter  born  Feb.  28,  1799,  in 
Maine,  of  which  State  his  wife,  Elizabeth  (Buffum), 
was  also  a  native,  born  about  1804.  She  died  in 
1854,  but  he  lived  tp  be  over  eighty,  passing  away 
May  12,  1 88 1.  Their  children  who  grew  to  maturity 
were  Charles  E.,  Elizabeth  A.,  Mary  R.,  and  Edward. 
Charles  E.  Hill  was  born  in  1827  in  Xew  Hamp- 
shire, moving  thence  to  Maine  in  early  childhoofl. 
He  died  in  1893,  and  is  buried  in  Brooklyn.  X.  Y. 
He  married  Susan  T.  Wilbur,    who  was  born  in 


j  1835,  in  Rhode  Island,  and  died  in  18S0,  and  they 
reared  the  following  children:  William,  George  E., 
[  Herbert  \\'.,  and  Susan  F. 

W  illi;un  llill  gradnateil  in  1882  frt.nn  the  School 
I  of  Mnus  of  Columbia  College,  taking  the  clcgree 
I  of  Civil  Engineer.  At  ihe  age  of  twcuty-two  years 
!  he  localetl  in  Collinsville.  and  took  a  position  in  the 
steel  works  of  the  Collins  Com]iany,  spending  sev- 
eral years  in  practical  work  there.  In  1885  he  was 
appointed  assistant  superintendent  un<ler  Charles 
li.  Blair,  and  held  this  position  until  he  undertook 
his  present  duiies,  in  1891.  He  has  won  many 
friends  in  the  community,  and  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church,  in  which  he 
is  at  present  serving  as  a  committeeman.  Elis 
manner  is  genial,  yet  quiet,  and  without  being  ag- 
gressive he  is  to  be  found  on  the  side  of  progress, 
the  temperance  movenient  especiallv  enlisting  his 
sympathy.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican,  and  he 
has  served  as  a  member  of  the  district  committee 
and  of  the  local  school  board. 

In  "Slay,  1887,  ^Ir.  Hill  was  married,  in  Roches- 
ter, X.  Y.,  to  Elizabeth  M.  Blair,  formerly  of  Hart- 
I  ford,  a  daughter  of  H.  P.  Blair,  and  grandaughter 
I  of  Charles  Blair,  formerly  superintendent  of  the 
Collins  Company.  Three  children  have  blessed 
this  union:  Llellen  E. ;  Russel  B.,  who  died  in  1897, 
at  the  age  of  six  years ;  and  ^Vilbur  P. 

WELLMAX  BRAIXARD  WEIR,  a  well-known 
and  highly-respected  citizen  of  the  town  of  X'ew- 
i  ington,  was  born  in  Glastonbury,  Conn.,  June  14, 
1838,  and  is  a  representative  of  one  of  the  old  fami- 
lies of  the  place.  Gilbert  Weir,  his  grandfather, 
was  also  a  native  of  Glastonbury,  and  followed 
farming  pursuits;  he  and  his  wife  are  buried  in 
Glastonbury. 

Elavel  Weir,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Glastonbury,  Sept.  21,  1S02,  and  was  married  in 
Xewington,  X""ov.  26,  1834,  to  ]\Iiss  ]\Iary  Ann 
Churchill,  who  Was  born  on  the  old  Churchill  home- 
stead in  X'ewington,  April  26,  1814.  He  was  very 
straight,  tall  and  slender,  and  prematurely  gray; 
was  very  strict  and  stern ;  and  when  young  was  ill 
much  of  the  time.  Lie  was  a  thrifty  fanner  and  a 
self-made  man,  one  who  commanded  the  respect  of 
all  with  wdiom  he  came  in  contact,  and  those  who 
knew  him  best  were  numbered  among  his  warmest 
friends.  His  word  was  always  considered  as  good 
as  his  bond,  for  he  was  honorable  and  straightfor- 
ward in  all  things.  In  political  sentiment  he  was  a 
Democrat. 

In  1849,  wlien  our  subject  was  four  years  old, 
the  family  located  on  the  old  Churchill  homestead 
in  X'ewington,  where  Gen.  Washington  had  once 
eaten  supper.  There  'Mr.  Weir  passed  his  boy- 
hood. At  the  age  of  eleven  years  he  commenced 
earning  his  own  livelihood,  working  for  Jedidiah 
j  Dcming  for  nine  dollars  pvv  month  and  board,  and 
with  that  gentleman  he  remained  some  thirteen 
years,  v/orking  during  the  summer  and  attending 
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^^li.  ul  througli  the  winter  months.  During  tho 
Li\il  war  lie  entered  the  service  of  his  country, 
tiiiisling  at  Xewingtun  i  ilien  \\  etherstiehl  i ,  Aug. 
50,  iSbJ,  in  Company  B,  JJml  Lonn.  \'.  1.,  under 
coniniand  of  Col.  George  S.  L5urnh;ini.  He  was 
nuislered  in  at  Hartford,  Sept.  jo,  180J,  and  then 
went  to  New  York.  l-"rom  liiere  he  proceeded  by 
boat  to  Elizabethport  and  by  train  to  W'asl-.ington, 
I).  C.  There  lie  became  ill  from  the  effects  of  a 
sunstroke,  and  was  confined  to  hospital  for  two 
months.  He  then  joined  his  regiment  at  [Miner's 
Hill,  near  Alexandria,  \"a.,  and  later  was  on  guard 
and  picket  duty  at  Suffolk,  X.  C.  Returning  to 
Yorktown,  the  regiment  went  up  the  York  river  to 
Richmond,  and  from  there  returned  to  Hartford, 
Conn.,  on  the  expiration  of  their  term  of  enlistment, 
being  mustered  out  July  7,  iSO^- 

The  year  after  his  return  from  tlie  war  Mr.  W'cW 
was  foreman  of  a  farm  at  Xew  Haven,  and  then 
again  came  to  XYwviiigton,  where  he  has  since  en- 
i^aged  in  fanning  and  carpentering,  being  interested 
in  th.e  latter  business  with  his  son.  In  April,  1893, 
he  purchased  his  present  farm  of. nineteen  acres 
from  the  Johnson  estate,  and  there  he  is  now  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  raising  general  farm  products. 

On  Dec.  29,  i860,  Mr.  Weir  was  united-  in 
marriage  with  ^liss  Susan  Sophia  Cady,  who  was 
born  in  East  Hampton,  Conn.,  Feb.  25,  1S39,  ^ 
daughter  of  Zamon  and  Charlotte  Amelia  (Bush) 
Cady,  now  deceased.  The  father  was  buried  in 
East  Hampton,  the  mother  in  Xewington.  In  their 
family  were  three  children.  To  ^Ir.  and  3>lrs. 
Weir  have  been  born  four  children  :  Burton  Revillo, 
born  Nov.  3,  1861,  died  Oct.  23,  18G3  ;  Lucy  Emma, 
born  Jan.  6,  1867,  died  Dec.  8,  1881  ;  Xellie  \'ir- 
ginia,  born  Aug.  21,  1S68,  and  George  Alanson, 
bom  Dec.  29,  1S74,  make  their  home  with  their  par- 
ents. Father  and  son  are  members  of  Our  Broth- 
ers Council,  Xo.  41,  Sr.  O.  V.  A.  M..  of  Xewington, 
and  the  latter  also  belongs  to  the  Grange.  In  early 
life  Mr.  Weir  was  a  Democrat  in  politics,  but  for 
the  past  twenty  years  has  been  an  ardent  supporter 
of  the  Republican  party.  He  is  a  hardworking,  in- 
dustrious man,  well-liked  by  his  neighbors,  and  has 
a  host  of  friends  in  Xewington. 

WILLIAM  STAXLEY  BRACE,  a  represen- 
tative farmer  and  dairyman  of  West  Hartford,  was 
born  on  the  old  Brace  homestead  in  that  town  June 
20,  1869.  and  is  a  worthy  representative  of  one  of 
its  most  highlv  respected  and  honored  families. 

Mr.  Brace's  grandfather,  Thomas  Brace,  who 
resided  in  a  house  just  north  of  West  Hartford,  was 
born  Aug.  18,  1797,  and  died  Feb.  18,  1880.  He 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  a  singing  teacher, 
and  was  an  active  and  prominent  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church.  In  jjolitics  he  was  a 
Republican,  and  he  served  as  treasurer  of  the  town 
of  West  Hartford.  He  married  Miss  Electa  A. 
Deming,  who  was  born  Feb.  14,  1801,  and  died 
Aug.  9,  1872,  and  they  had  six  children:  Helen  M., 


'  born  Aug.  8,  1824,  is  a  resident  of  riacerville.  Cal. ; 
Charlotte  S.,  born  Oct.  14,  1S27,  died  Aug.  4, 
1S69;  Thomas  D.,  born  Xov.  9,  1830,  is  a  resident 
of  Poy  Sippi,  Wis.;  Joseph  E.,  born  Oct.  18,  1833, 
was  the  father  of  our  sul)ject;  JdIiu  H.,  born  Feb. 
24,  1830,  lives  in  Syracuse,  X.  Y. ;  and  Emma  A., 
born  Sept.  2t,  1842,  died  Xov.  8,  1S64. 

Joseph  Ensign  Brace,  father  of  our  subject, 
:  S]jent  his  entire  early  life  on  the  old  homestead  at 
West  Hartford  Center,  dying  in  the  house  where 
I  he  was  born.    His  education  was  acquired  in  the 
j  district  schools  and  the  old  academy  of  West  tlart- 
!  ford  Center,  and  after  attaining  man's  estate  he  en- 
!  gaged  in  farming,  which  he  continued  throughout 
I  the  remainder  of  his  life.    On  Oct.  27,  1859,  he  was 
j  united  in  marriage  with  Aliss  Xettie  S.  Belden,  who 
'  was  born  Oct.  9,  1S35,  and  died  Oct.   14,  1874. 
Their  only  child  was  \\'illiam  S.,  our  subject.  The 
father  was  again  married  Oct.  13,  1887,  his  second 
j  union  being  with  Ella  IMulford  Conklin,  who  still 
!  survives  him.    Politically  Mr.  Brace  was  a  stanch 
j  Republican,  and  at  one  time  was  selectman  of  the 
I  town  of  West  Hartford.      Fraternally  he  was  a 
j  member  of  the  Grange,  and  religiously  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church.      He  died  Jan.   8,    1899,  of 
pneumonia  contracted  at  "The  ]\Ien's  Social,"  Dec. 
26,    1S98.      His   genial   disposition,   his  equable 
temper,  his  sterling  integrity,  his  stahvart  frame, 
his  sunny  face,  his  mild  and  benignant  eye,  his 
friendly  voice,  made  him  the  trusted  friend  and  ad- 
viser, the  brotherly  helper,  of  many  who  feel  his 
loss  as  that  of  a  relative,  near  and  dear.    He  was 
widely  known,  confidently  trusted,  and  greatly  be- 
I  loved.    In  1858  he  united"  with  the  church,  and  was 
I  a  regular  attendant  up  to  the  time  of  his  death. 
I  He  loved  its  hours  of  worship,  gave  liberally  and 
i  constantly  to  its  support,  and  filled  with  fidelity 
I  and  ability  the  trusts  and  duties  assigned  him.  He 
I  was  an  indefatigable  worker,  almost  mercilessly  so, 
I  never  sparing  himself,  and  yet  he  always  had  leis- 
j  ure,  or  made  it,  to  say  a  kindly  word  and  to  lend  a 
'  helping  hand  to  those  in  need  of  counsel  and  as- 
j  sistance. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth,  ^^'illiam  S. 
Brace  attended  the  Center  District  school,  the  high 
school,  and  Williston  Seminary,  at  East  Hampton, 
Mass.  Upon  the  completion  of  his  education  he 
returned  home,  and  accepted  a  position  with  the 
Cnitcd  States  Express  Co.  Later  he  was  with  the 
]  Adams  Express  Co.  for  about  five  years,  but  for  the 
j  past  six  years  has  been  successfully  engaged  in  farm- 
I  ing  and  the  milk  business,  having  a  milk  route  in 
Hartford.  He  continued  to  reside  upon  the  old 
homestead  until  the  spring  of  1898,  when  he  re- 
moved to  the  next  house  north,  residing  there  until 
the  death  of  his  father,  when  he  moved  back  to  the 
old  homestead.  On  Nov.  22,  1890,  Mr.  Brace  was 
united  in  marriage  with  ^liss  Bertha  M.  Ward, 
and  to  them  have  been  born  two  children:  Pauline 
Boycr,  who  was  born  Oct.  6,  1894,  and  died  at  the 
age  of  eleven  months;  and  II.  Boyer,  born  Dec.  iS, 
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iS()^'-  Mr-  r>race  is  a  prominent  nicmlH-r  of  W  vllys 
Loiigo,  Xo.  99,  <Jt  A.  M..  of  which  ho  is  the  pres- 
ent master;  and  has  heen  a  member  of  Summit 
Lodge.  I.  O.  O.  Jv.  of  Hartford,  since  iSyS,  He 
is  quite  popular  socially,  and  stands  high  in  liusi- 
ness  circles. 

EDSOX  WILCOX  r.O\\'ERS,  whose  life  story 
is  one  of  perseverance,  hard  work,  thrift,  energy 
and  honesty  which  it  wotdd  be  well  for  tb.e  youtli 
of  the  present  generation  to  carefully  study  and 
emidate.  was  born  June  2.  1S53.  in  the  town  of 
Berlin,  near  the  line  dividing  lji.rlin  from  ^iliddle- 
town.  His  father,  Harley  Xeuell  Bowers,  was 
born  June  9,  1823.  in  Aliddletown,  near  the  same 
dividing  line.  He  kept  a  general  store,  and  was 
the  pioneer  merchant  of  East  Berlin.  He  married 
Jidia  W  ilcox. 

Edson  W.  Bowers  lost  his  father  by  death  when 
he  was  but  five  years  old.  and  at  the  age  of  nine 
the  boy  went  to  work  upon  the  farm  of  his  uncle, 
Henry  J-  Bowers,  in  W'estfield.  He  enjoyed  some 
educational  advantages,  although  they  were  of  a 
limited  sort,  being  confined  to  attendance  at  the 
public  school  in  the  Wes'.field  District,  and  at  a 
private  school  for  one  term.  \\  hen  he  reached  the 
age  of  eighteen  he  resolved  to  learn  the  trade  of  a 
tinner,  and  for  three  years  served  an  apprentice- 
ship with  Henry  L.  Dickenson,  of  East  Berlin. 
After  learning  his  trade  he  remained  with  Mr. 
Dickenson  for  fourteen  years  as  a  journeyman, 
and  at  the  death  of  that  gentleman  found  that 
through  his  own  industry,  sobriety  and  economy 
he  was  able  to  purchase  his  employer's  store,  with 
its  stock,  and  shop,  with  its  machinery  and  tools. 
A  year  later  he  purchased  the  Dickenson  resi- 
dence, which  is  still  his  home.  From  what  has 
been  alreadv  said,  it  may  be  seen  that  while  yet  in 
the  very  prime  of  life  ^Ir.  Bowers  has  built  up, 
unaided,  a  successfid  business,  and  has  acqtiired  at 
least  a  comfortable  competence.  Faithful  in  every 
relation  of  life,  he  has  always  been  a  dutiful  son, 
and  the  support  of  his  widowed  mother  has  always 
been  one  of  his  chief  cares.  For  thirty  years  he 
has  worked  hard  to  climb  the  ladder  of  success, 
^nd  he  has  mounted  no  round  except  through  pa- 
tient performance  of  the  duty  nearest  at  hand. 

In  January,  1885,  'Mr.  Bowers  was  married  to 
Mary  Alice,  a  daughter  of  William  A.  ]^Iiidrum, 
of  East  Berlin,  and  one  son  blessed  their  union, 
Arthur  Edson,  born  in  September,  1886.  He  is 
attending  school  in  East  Berlin.  In  politics  Mr. 
Bowers  is  a  stanch  Republican,  but  his  life  has 
been  too  much  occupied  with  work  and  business' 
tc  permit  him  to  take  any  active  part  in  campaigns 
or  elections.    In  religious  faith  he  is  a  ^Methodist. 

LUCIUS  HAXCOCK  HOLT,  the  well-known 
treasurer  of  the  Billings  &  Spencer  Co.,  Hartford, 
comes  of  a  long  and  honoral)]e  line  of  sturdy  Xcw 
England  ancestry,  being  a  descendant  in  the  sev- 


enlh  generation  from  Xicimlas  Holt,  anJ  traces  his 
I  descent  through  Xicholas   (2).  Abiel,  James,  Jo- 
sei)h  and  .Mva. 

Xicholas  Holt,  the  emigrant  ancestiir,  was  burn 
about  ltK)2,  in  I'ngland.  was  a  passenger  in  the  ship 
"James,"  of  Lt^Kkm  which  sailed  from  the  jiort  of 
Southampton.  England,  in  Ai)ril.  1O35,  and  arrixed 
j  at  Boston  in  Jtme  following.    The  same  year  he  lo- 
j  cated  in  Xewbury,  Mass.,  of  which  place  he  was  one 
\  of  the  first  settlers.    In  1644  he  became  one  of  the 
I  original  settlers  of  Andover.  Mass..  where  he  died 
in  1OO5.      A  few  years  prior  ti_)  ct^ming  tn  this 
j  country  he  had  married,  in  England,  his  wife's 
j  name  being  Elizabeth. 

I        (II)  Xicholas  Holt  (2),  son  of  Xicholas,  the 
I  emigrant,  born  in  1647      Andover,  Mass.,  married, 
in   1O79,   ^^ary   Russell,   daughter  of  (prol)ably) 
Robert  Russell.    He  died  in  Andover  in.  1715. 

(Ill)  Abiel  Holt,  son  of  Xicholas  (2),  born  in 
1698,  married  (first)  Hannah,  daughter  of  William 
!  and  Elizabeth  (Geary)  Abbot,  and  in  1718  removed 
{  from  Andover  to  Windham,  Conn.,  where  they  were 
j  among  the  early  members  of  the  church.  He  died 
j  in  W  mdham  in  1772. 

j        (IV)  James  Holt,  son  of  .Vbiel,  born  in  1746,  in 
i  Windham,  married  (first)  in  1769  Esther  Orven. 
He  removed  to  Ellington,  and  died  in  1818. 

{\' )  Joseph  Holt,  son  of  James,  was  born  in 
1770  in  Willington,  and  in  1794  married  Betsey 
Parker,  who  died  in  1814,  at  the  age  of  thirty-nine. 
He  died  in  1S16,  at  the  age  of  forty-si.x. 

(\'I)  Alva  Flolt,  son  of  Joseph,  and  the  father 
I  of  Julius  H.  Holt,  of  Hartford,  was  born  Aug.  14, 
iSoi,  in   Willington,  and   died   [March   30,  1876. 
On  Feb.  5,  1823,  he  married  Betsey  Kelsey,  who 
was  born  March  19,  1794,  daughter  of  Levi  and 
j  Sally  (Fowler)  Kelsey,  and  died  June  2,  1869.  His 
second  wife  was  Jane  X'ewberry.    Alva  Holt  first 
I  engaged  in  farming  in  Willington,  and  later  con- 
ducting a  trucking  business  at  Flartford,  where  his 
death  occurred.    He  was  active  in  the  cause  of  tem- 
perance, and  frequently  lecttu^ed  on  the  subject.  His 
children,  all  now  deceased  except  Lucius  H.,  were : 
Cornelia,  born  in   1823;  Louisa,    born    in  1825; 
I  Lucius  Hancock,  born  in  1827;  and  William  K.,. 
{  born  in  1837,  who  married  Ann  Wolcott. 
j        (^  II)  Lucius  Hancock  Holt  was  born  Oct.  i, 
I  1827,  in  Willington,  and  spent  his  early  life  in  his 
I  native  place  and  at  Hartford.    At  the  early  age  of 
I  fifteen  years  he  became  the  main  support  of  the 
family,  engaging  as  newsbov  tmtil  he  was  eighteen 
years  old,  and  subsec|uentlv,  up  to  the  age  of  thirty^ 
working  at  the  jeweler  s  trade,  which  he  had  learned 
in  Hartford.    Having  decided  to  branch  out  on  his 
'  own  account,  he  embarked  in  the  grain  business, 
which  he  conducted  for  the  twelve  or  fifteen  years 
following,  and  for  a  short  time  he  resided  in  Chi- 
cago, where  he  woidd  in  all  jirobability  have  re- 
mained ]iermanently  had  nut  the  great  Chicago  fire 
changed  his  plans.    For  a  numljcr  of  years  ])ast  he 
has  been  prominently  identified  with  the  business 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


6G5 


interests  ol'  Ilanfonl  as  ircasuror  of  tlic  r.illini^s  «S: 
Spencer  Lu.  l-raternall v  lie  is  well  known  in 
^lasonic  circles,  lieini;'  a  meniher  of  St.  John's 
Lodge,  l- .  vS;  A.  .\1.,  of  \\'ashinL;t>)n  C<  iinnianilery, 
K.  T.,  Mart  ford,  and  he  luis  readied  the  thirty- 
second  degree. 

On  Sept.  [),  1S49.  at  Xew  Haven.  Conn.,  Mr. 
Holt  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Ciwinnell,  wiio  was 
born  Jan.  10,  1829.  Of  the  children  born  to  this 
union,  Amelia  X.  died  in  infancy.  Sarah  E.,  born 
in  1852,  also  died  in  infancy.  Mvelina  C,  born  May 
26,  1855,  is  the  wife  of  Charles  E.  Ijillings,  of  Hart- 
ford. Fred  P.,  born  Nov.  S.  1S60,  was  married  Feb. 
18,  iSSo,  to  Miss  Regina  ^Miller  Ihidson,  daughter 
of  Dr.  William  AL  Hudson,  and  they  have  one  child. 
Lucius  Hudson,  born  Jan.  16,  1881.  FVed  P.  Holt 
is  custodian  of  the  Safe  Deposit  Department  of  the 
Hartford  Trust  Co.  The  family  stands  high  in  the 
best  circles  of  Hartford,  and  Air.  Holt  enjoys  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  a  wide  acquaintanceship. 

FREDERIC  JOXES,  who,  at  the  age  of 
thirty-eight  years,  is  at  the  head  of  the  Tariftville 
Lace  Manufacturing  Co.,  which  is  engaged  at  Tariff- 
eville  in  the  manufacture  of  the  celebrated  X'otting- 
ham  curtains,  began  his  career  as  an  office  boy  in 
an  English  factory,  wdiere  methods  are  more  con- 
servative than  here.  At  nineteen  years  of  age  he 
was  superintendent  of  the  factory.  He  has  thor- 
oughly learned  the  business,  and  this  mastery  'of 
detail  has  contributed  not  a  little  to  b.is  success. 

Mr.  Jones  is  a  native  of  Xottingham,  England, 
born  in  August,'  i86r.  He  received  a  comn;on- 
school  education,  but  no  academic  or  collegiate 
course,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy ot'the  Frank  ^^'ilkinson  Co.,  of  Beeston,  Xotts, 
England,  as  an  office  boy.  He  swept  out  offices, 
and  did  the  general  utilitv  work  of  a  boy  in  his  po- 
sition ;  but  he  took  a  keen  interest  in  the  business, 
until  at  the  age  of  nineteen  he  was  made  superin- 
tendent of  the  company's  plant  at  Beeston,  where  he 
had  under  him  500  hands.  The  firm  was  among  the 
largest  in  the  manufacture  of  Xottingham  lace  cur- 
tains, and  owned  plants  at  Beeston.  Chillwell  and 
Borrowosh,  England.  In  1891  Air.  Jones  came  to 
the  United  States  and  became  superintendent  of  the 
firm's  plant  at  Tariffville.  remaining  in  that  capacity 
until  August,  1898,  when  he  became  a  stockholder. 
In  February,  1899,  the  Tariffville  Lace  [Manufac- 
turing Co.  was  incorporated.  Air.  Jones  was  one 
of  the  incorporators,  and  became  its  first  president 
and  superintendent,  in  which  capacity  he  has  since 
continued;  he  is  a  thoroughly  practical  man,  in  both 
business  and  mechanics.  The  Tariffville  Lace 
Alanufacturing  Co.  makes  the  celebrated  Xottirg- 
ham  lace  curtains. 

In  England  Air.  Jones  married  Aliss  Ilcnrietta 
Burrows,  of  Beeston,  England.  They  are  members 
of  the  Episcopal  Church.  In  politics  our  subject  is 
a  Republican,  and,  while  no  office  holder  or  seeker, 
takes  an  interest  in  the  party's  success.    He  is  dis- 


'  linctively  a  self-made  man,  one  whose  devotion  and 
;  api)lication  to  business  have  met  with  the  most  sig- 
!  nal  .-.uccess.         ,  ; 

'  HARRY  E.  OLCOTT,  an  enterprising  and 
j  successful  "  young  merchant  of  ( dastonbury,  was 
I  born  in  Xaul>uc  July  21.  i8tx).  in  the  house  which 
I  is  still  occupied  by  his  father.  His  ancestry  is  fully 
1  spoken  of  in  the  sketch  of  his  brother,  Emerson  E. 
j  Olcott,  elsewliere. 

i  Air.  Olcott  attended  a  district  school  and  tdas- 
j  tonbury  Academy,  and  in  1885  entered  the  eni- 
plov  of  W.  E.  Gates,  as  clerk  in  a  general  store,  his 
duties  involving  such  work  as  delivering  goods, 
sweeping  out,  and  cleaning  lamps.  His  wages  were 
I  very  low,  but  he  remained  until  fire  destroyed  the 
place,  in  1894,  when  his  brother,  Emerson  E.  Ol- 
cott, purchased  tlie  site  and  rebuilt  the  store.  Our 
subject  was  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  witli 
his  brother  until  1898,  when  he  purchased  the  lat- 
ter's  interest,  and  he  is  now  the  sole  owner  of  the 
general  store  which  bears  his  name.  In  1887  he 
was  married  to  Aliss  Louise  C.  Tracy,  a  native  of 
Hazardville,  Conn.,  who  was  born  Alarch  9,  1870, 
daughter  of  Henry  Tracv,  a  tinner  and  well-known 
resident  of  that  town.  She  died  Sept.  30,  1898, 
her  death  being  a  severe  blow  to  her  husband  and 
family.  She  was  a  most  excellent  wife,  and  a  kind 
and  loving  mother,  and  her  husband's  devotion  to 
her  was  intense.  Six  children  were  born  to  them : 
Edna,  Alarch  25.  1888;  Alildred,  Jan.  21,  1890; 
Frank,  April  3,  1891  ;  Arthur,  Dec.  8,  1892;  Ruth, 
Oct.  5,  1895;  and  Louise,  Aug.  31.  1898.  Socially 
Air.  Olcott  is  popular,  and  his  sterling  qualities  of 
character,  and  his  genial  and  obliging  disposition, are 
appreciated  by  his  customers  as  well  as  others,  as  his 
constantlv  increasing  trade  indicates.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  O.  L.  A.  AI.,  of  Glastonbury,  and 
I  the  Society  of  the  Sons  of  A'eterans.  •  In  politics  he 
I  is  a  Republican,  but  he  has  never  sought  political 
honors. 

PAPER  HALL,  of  the  town  of  Berlin,  was 
I  born  in  Easingwold,  England,  Dec.  25,  1868,  and  is 
i  a  son  of  John  Hall,  now  overseer  for  Sir  George 
I  Womb  well,  Bart.,  of  the  above  manor.    There  the 
j  father  was  born  in  1834,  and  there  he  has  made  his 
1  home  throughout  life,  though  he  has  visited  this 
I  country.    At  the  age  of  twenty-three  years  he  wed- 
ded Alary  Ann  Paper,  who  was  born  in  1837,  and 
died  in  1884.    In  their  familv  were  seven  children. 
I  Our  subject's  paternal  grandfather,  Walter  Hall, 
was  born  in  Easingwold,  in  1779,  and  engaged  in 
j  farming  and  stock  dealing.    By  his  wife  Jane,  he 
had  a  familv  of  si.x  children.    He  died  at  the  age 
of  eighty-one  years,  his  wife  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
seven. 

The  carlv  life  of  our  subject  was  spent  upon 
I  a  farm,  and  he  attended  the  public  schools  of  his 
I  native  land  until  fourteen  years  of  age,  when  he  en- 
1  tered  the  employ  of  Richard  Key  as  a  farm  hand, 
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receiving-  seventeen  jx^unds  for  his  two  vears'  work. 
Tlie  following-  year  he  worked  on  the  farm  of  John 
Robb,  and  was  with  Hon.  George  Lassel  for  the 
same  length  oi  time.  Returning  home,  he  remained 
there  for  abi.nit  a  year,  and  then  .served  fi-ir  one  Aear 
in  the  l'>ritish  army.  The  following  year  he  worke.l 
on  the  farm  of  \\'illiam  Jones,  and  then  went  to 
Thorne,  England,  where  he  farmed  fur  John  ijrad- 
ley  one  year.  He  \vas  again  with  Wiiliani  Jones 
until  June,  j8S8,  when  he  sailed  from  Liverpool  for 
Ameriea.  On  his  arrival  in  Xew  York  he  came  im- 
mediately to  Xewington,  Ce>nn.,  and  here  was  in  the 
emi)lc)y  of  G.  D.  .Mills  for  about  nine  months. 
Then,  in  connection  with  Aaron  W.  Hall,  of  Keu- 
singlon.  who  had  come  to  this  country  from  Eng- 
land a  short  time  previous,  he  rented  the  ^Nlills  farm, 
which  they  operated  for  a  year.  Our  subject  then 
bought,  of  ^Ir.  ^lills,  a  milk  route  in  Xew  Britain, 
and  a  year  later  purchased  Charles  Chapman's 
route,  in  the  same  place,  devoting  his  entire  time 
to  the  milk  business  until  April,  1895,  when  he 
moved  to  Beckley  and  purchased  the  original 
Webster  homestead,  of  si.xty-two  acres,  which  he 
placed  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  upon 
which  he  engaged  in  general  farming.  He  also 
had  a  good  milk  route  in  Xew  Britain,  and  kept 
thirteen  cows  for  that  business.  Elaving  sold  the 
above  mentioned  farm,  he  now  ( 1900)  works  it  for 
the  new  owner.  He  is  not  afraid  of  work,  and  his 
success  in  life  is  attributable  to  his  industry  and 
good  management,  for  he  has  received  no  aid  from 
any  outside  source. 

Mr.  Hall  was  married,  Sept.  16,  1890,  to  ]\Iiss 
Jane  Alerritt,  who  was  born  in  Seacroft,  England, 
and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  six  children : 
Mary  Ellen,  John  Charles,  Annie  Isabelle,  Mary 
Alice,  Ellen  Elizabeth,  and  one  whose  name  is  not 
given.  All  are  living  with  the  exception  of  the 
eldest,  v.'ho  died  at  the  age  of  six  months,  and  was 
buried  in  X'ewingl:on.  The  parents  attend  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  and  are  highly  respected  by  all 
who  know  them.  ^Mr.  Elall  intends  taking  out  his 
naturalization  papers  before  the  election  of  1900. 
He  keeps  well  posted  on  matters  of  national  import- 
ance, and  his  sympathies  are  with  the  Republican 
party. 

HEXRY  WELLS  ALLEN.  It  is  a  well-known 
fact  that  the  descendants  of  our  pioneer  families 
occupy,  as  a  rule,  honorable  positions  in  life,  and 
the  subject  of  this  biography,  a  prominent  agricul- 
turist of  the  town  of  East  Windsor,  furnishes  a 
noteworthy  instance.  In  his  successful  career  he 
maintains  the  prestige  of  a  name  which  has  been 
associated  from  an  early  day  with  the  qualities  that 
constitute  good  citizenship.  He  traces  his  descent 
from  Samuel  Allen,  a  native  of  Braintree,  England, 
who  came  to  America  about  1630,  and  located  in 
East  Windsor  about  1635,  being  one  of  the  first  set- 
tlers there. 

Joseph  Allen,  our  subject's  great-great-grand- 


father, resided  on  the  old  .Mien  homestead,  now  oc- 
cupied by  Jojeph  T.  Allen. 

Samuel  .\llen  was  thrice  married,  and  Joshua, 
graTnlfallu'r  of  our  suliject,  was  one  of  the  children 
born  In  the  f'u>t  uniiMi,  with  1,'dizaliclh  Wells. 

Jo>hua  Allen  w.is  bi)rn  at  the  old  homestead  May 
18.  1771,  and  for  many  years  followed  farming  on 
the  estate  now  occupied  b\-  h'rcderick  J.  Allen,  our 
subject's  brother. 

Hon.  Henry  W.  .Vllen,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  at  the  last  mentionei!  farm,  where  he  made 
his  home  throughout  life.    He  was  active  and  in- 
fluential in  local  affairs,  serving  for  several  years  as 
selectman,  and  in  1850  lie  was  elected  to  the  State 
Legislature.    He  passed  away  July  22,  1881,  at  the 
age  of  seventy  years.    He  married  ^Nliss  Elizabeth 
W.  Allen,  daughter  of  Elani  Allen,  and  she  is  still 
living  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two.  They 
liad  three  children:  Marietta  Abigad,  bora  ^lav  28, 
1837,  who  died  Dec.  6,  1842;  Henry  W'.,  our  sub- 
ject; and  Erederick  J.,  a  farmer  at  the  homestead. 
L       Henry  W.  Allen  was  born  Oct.  24,  184 1,  and 
i  was  reared  to  farm  work  under  the  able  direction  of 
\  his  father.    He  attended  the  common  schools  of  the 
town,- the  high  school  at  Ellington,  Conn.,  the  Con- 
necticut Literary^  Institute,  at  Suffivld,  this  county, 
where  he  remained  two  years,  and  the  Westfield  In- 
.  stitute,  at  Westfield,  IVIass.,  graduating  from  the 
j  latter  school  in  1858.    On  his  return  home  he  con- 
;  tinned  to  assist  in  the  work  of  the  farm  until  1SO5, 
when  he  improved  his  present  property  and  settled 
I  there,  engaging  in  general  farming,  dairying  and 
tobacco  culture.    His  homestead  comprises  eighty 
:  acres  of  land,  but  he  owns,  altogether,  130  acres 
,  in  the  town.    For  many  years  he  has  been  a  leading 
worker  in  the  local  Republican  organization,  and'  in 
1891  he  was  elected  second  selectman  for  the  term 
of  one  year,  with  George  A.  Ellis  and  E.  M. 
Granger.    In  1895  he  was  again  chosen  second  se- 
j  lectman,  with  the   same   gentlemen  as  colleagues, 
:  and  in  1S96  was  elected  first  selectman,  with  Elisha 
,  G.  Morton  and  George  A.  Ellis. 

On  Jan.  26,  1865,  Mr.  Allen  married  Miss  Cyn- 
thia A.  Parsons,  daughter  of  Levi  and  Cynthia 
(Allen)  Parsons,  well-known  citizens  of  East 
Windsor,  and  four  children  have  brightened  their 
home :  Charles  Henrv ;  Herbert  P. ;  Abigail  B.,  wife 
of  William  Lathrop,  of  East  Windsor ;  and 
i  ^Marietta. 

WILLIAM  ROBERT  ROSBROOK,  of  the 
firm  of  Rosbrook  &  King,  leading  coal  dealers  of 
:  East  Hartford,  is  a  substantial  business  man  and 
!  respected  citizen.    He  represents  one  of  the  old 
pioneer  families  of  X'ew  York  State,  his  ancestors 
j  having  settled  near  White  Hall  at  an  early  day. 

Elis  great-grandfather,  John  Rosbrook,  resided  there 
j  for  a  time  with  his  brother  Gasham,  whose  descend- 
,  ants  are  now  numerous  in  Rhode  Island  and  Con- 
I  necticut. 

i       John  Ro.sbrook,  our  subject's  great-grandfather. 
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made  his  i>orniaiiciit  \vm\\c  in  Xorwicli.  Chotiango  j 
Co.,  X.  v.,  ciig"a_L:\'il  in  agTiciillurc.  lie  married 
a  Miss  Reeves,  a  dau^luer  oi  a  ^^e^l)\  lerian  nnn- 
istcr.  and  had  llie  following-  childri'n  :  ]larve_\  was 
a  farmer  in  Chenango  county,  X.  ;  I'hilo  was  a 
farmer  in  tlie  town  of  Masiing>.  (  )sweg>)  C'o.,  X". 
Y. ;  Alonzo,  W  aldo  and  John  .Milton  settled  in 
Hastings;  anil  Ezra,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was 
the  voimgest  of  the  family. 

Ezra  Rosbre^ok  was  born  in  Xorwicli,  X.  Y., 
where  his  bovho.ul  was  spent.  He  ft>llo\ved  farm- 
ing for  a  time,  and  also  the  trade  of  car]>enter  and 
joiner,  but  later  became  interested  in  himbering, 
and  ran  one  of  the  first  sawmill^  in  that  part  of 
the  State.  He  then  removed  to  C^nondaga  county, 
where  he  operated  a  sawmill,  and  for  some  time 
resided  in  Xorthampton,  ^Nlass..  near  the  I-'rench 
colony.  While  there  he  ran  a  sawmill  and  was 
employed  in  a  silk  mill,  and  being-  a  natural  machin- 
ist he  brought  many  new  ideas  to  bear  in  the  run- 
ning of  the  latter.  His  last  years  were  spent  in 
Wisconsin,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  buried  there. 
Thcv  had  seven  children,  of  whom  our  subject's 
father,  Charles  A.,  was  the  eldest ;  Julia  Ann  mar- 
ried Julius  Dunham,  who  died  shortly  after  mar- 
riage; Louise  first  married  a  ^Iw  Prindall,  of  East 
Hampton,  Conn.,  and  her  second  husband  was  a 
fruit  grower  in  California;  Francis,  a  mechanic  in 
East  Hampton,  married  a  resident  of  that  town; 
Emeline  married  ]Mr.  Axdell,  a  blacksmith  at 
Portland,  Conn. ;  Sarah  Jane  married  Mr.  Flint,  a 
farmer  and  miller  in  Wisconsin ;  John  Alilton  mar- 
ried and  settled  in  Hoosick  Falls,  X'.  Y.,  and  is  now 
living  in  retirement,  after  spending  many  rears  as 
superintendent  of  the  Walter  A.  Wood  ^lachine 
Company. 

Charles  A.  Rosbrook,  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  INIarch  g,  1820.  in  Oneida  county,  X".  Y.,  but 
bis  boyhood  was  mainly  spent  in  Cicero,  Onondaga 
county.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  came  to  Con- 
necticut, and  located  in  East  Hampton,  where  he 
was  employed  for  a  year  and  a  half.  He  then  re- 
turned to  Cicero  for  a  period,  and  later  came  to 
Hartford,  where  he  worked  in  various  machine 
shops,  including  Colt's  Armory  and  the  Wood- 
worth  &  Beach  machine  shop.  He  was  also  em- 
ployed for  a  time  in  Portland,  Conn.,  as  engineer 
in  the  quarries,  but  at  present  he  makes  his  home 
with  our  subject.  On  Nov.  21,  1847,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Sarah  Hodge,  who  was  born  X'ov.  22,  1826, 
in  East  Glastonbury,  and  died  April  30,  1861.  She 
was  a  daughter  of  Xoel  Hodge,  a  farmer  in  Glaston- 
bury, and  his  wife.  Rneba  Brown.  Of  the  children 
of  this  union,  Julia,  born  Dec.  14,  1849,  died  Oct. 
24,  1854;  Helen  'M.,  born  Aug.  18,  1851,  died  in 
childhcH'jd  ;  William  R.  was  next  in  the  order  of 
birth  ;  Sarah  F..  deceased,  was  born  Feb.  8.  1855, 
and  married  Charles  Davis,  of  Boston.  Mass. ;  I'rc'd, 
born  Feb.  ir.  i860,  married  Eva  I'rask,  anfl  re- 
sides in  East  Hartford,  being  employed  in  the  Will- 
iam Rogers  plating  factory  in  Flartford. 


William  R.  Rosbrouk  was  born  April  2,  1853, 
in  Portland,  (."unn..  and  received  only  a  comnnMi- 
schtK)l  education.  Hi.s  last  teacher  in  the  Glaston- 
bury high  school  was  Mrs.  McChesney.  He  lost 
his  mother  when  he  was  oidv  eight  years  old, 
and  as  his  father  wa^  a  poor  man.  he  was  com- 
pelled to  make  his  own  way  through  life  from  an 
early  age.  He  worked  on  farms  in  summer,  while 
attending  school  in  winter,  thus  ])aying  for  his  own 
education.  Later  he  went  to  StalTord  Springs, 
Conn.,  and  began  to  learn  the  dyer's  trade,  but  the 
acids  iised  ailected  his  health,  ami  he  was  com- 
pelled to  give  up  the  work.  In  1S73  he  came  to 
Hartford,  and  found  work  with  the  Rogers  Cutlery 
Co.,  and  was  with  them  wdten  the  name  of  the  firm 
changed  to  the  William  Rogers  Manufacturing  Co. 
He  remained  with  them  for  twenty  years,  and  al- 
though he  started  at  the  bottom  became  one  of 
their  most  valuable  workmen.  He  resigned  his 
position  in  1S99.  and  formed  his  present  partner- 
ship with  E.  E.  King,  of  East  Hartford  (a  sketch 
of  whom  appears  elsew'liere) .  and  they  have  built 
up  a  large  and  profitable  trade. 

In  18S1  2\Ir.  Rosbrook  was  married  to  Miss 
Phebe  E.  Hall,  of  North  Coventry,  Conn.,  daughter 
of  Amasa  Hall  and  his  wife  Eunice  Greene,  who 
is  a  descendant  of  Gen.  X'athaniel  Greene,  of  Rcvo- 
httionary  fame.  They  hav^e  had  no  children,  but 
have  adopted  and  reared  several,  being  too  sym- 
pathetic and  generous  to  see  a  needy  child  go  un- 
sheltered. 

Politically  Mr.  Rosbrook  is  a  Republican,  and 
he  take?  an  active  interest  in  local  affairs,  being 
treasurer  of  the  East  Hartford  fire  district.  He 
attends  the  Congregational  Church,  and  is  chan- 
cellor of  Elm  Lodge,  K.  P.,  of  East  Hartford,  and 
charter  memljer  of  same ;  senior  deacon  in  Orient 
Lodge,  No.  62,  F.  &  A.  ]M.,  of  East  Hartford; 
charter  member  of  Sonquosaen  Tribe,  of  Red  ^len, 
of  Hartford,  in  which  he  filled  the  chair  for  five 
terms ;  and  charter  member  of  a  fraternal  insurance 
society. 

JOHX^  P.  KENNEY,  an  industrious  and  strictly 
upright  young  farmer  of  Plockanum,  was  born  in  _ 
Norwich,  this  State,  Feb.  3,  1866.  and  is  a  son  of 
Rev.  Pardon  T.  and  Lemira  A.  (Porter)  Kenney, 
the  latter  of  wdiom  was  a  member  of  a  most  highly-  ■ 
respected  Connecticut  family. 

Phineas  Kennev  was  a  native  of  X'ew  Bedford, 
^lass..  was  married  in  that  city,  and  had  born  to 
him  three  children:  I^renzo;  Elizabeth;  and  Par- 
don T.,  the  fatlier  of  John  P.,  whose  name  opens 
this  sketch. 

Rev.  Pardon  T.  Kenney,  a  native  of  New  Bed- 
ford. Mass.,  was  Ixjrn  Sept.  5,  1810.  He  was  reared 
a  tailor,  and  for  a  short  time  was  in  business  for  ■ 
himself,  but  his  predilections  were  strongly  toward 
tlieologv.  and  he  early  attended  the  Wesleyan  Acad- 
emy, at  Wilbraham,  Mass.  On  May  11.  1830,  he 
received  an  exhorter's  license  for  the  Fair  Haven 
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Circuit.  In  the  fall  of  1833  Ik-  cmcrcd  the  univer- 
sity at  Middletown,  and  was  a  classmate  of  Rev. 
Abel  Stevens,  but  asthmatic  troubles  compelled  him 
to  at  once  relinquish  his  studies  fitr  the  coveted 
preilession.  though  he  resinned  them  later  in  the 
year.  At  the  expiration  of  six  months  he  removed 
to  Worcester.  Mass.,  and  later  was  stationed  at 
various  places  in  New  England.  In  1S42  he  was 
sent  on  a  mission  to  Key  West,  and  was  gone  two 
years,  returning  via  New  Orleans  and  the  Missis- 
sippi and  Ohio  rivers,  and  then  overland  to  the  Con- 
ference at  Providence,  R.  I.  From  185J  until  1S55 
he  was  presiding  elder  of  the  Sandwich  district, 
and  again  from  1862  to  1865,  and  from  1866  until 
1869  was  presiding  elder  of  the  New  London  dis- 
tiict;  he  then  was  placed  in  a  supernumerary  re- 
Ir.tion  to  the  Conference,  went  to  Nebraska  City, 
Xeb.,  where  he  established  a  school;  he  was  there 
during'  the  stmimer,  and  on  his  return,  in  the  fall, 
while  superintending  the  tearing  down  of  a  chimney 
at  his  wife's  old  home,  was  killed  by  its  falling  on 
him,  Nov.  11,  1869;  his  remains  were  interred  at 
Hockanum. 

Rev.  Pardon  T.  Kenne\-  was  first  united  in  mat- 
rimony to  Bridget  Dcnnison,  a  native  of  !Mystic, 
Conn.,  and  for  his  second  helpmate  Elder  Kenney 
wedded  Lemira  A.  Porter,  a  native  of  Hockamun, 
and  a  daughter  of  John  and  .-vnna  (Hills)  Porter, 
natives  of  East  Hartford.  John  Porter  was  a  de- 
scendant of  John  and  Rose  Porter,  who  came  over 
from  \\'raxhall,  ^^'arwicksh!re,  England,  in  1638, 
and  settled  in  Windsor,  Conn.,  in  1640.  His  wife 
was  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of 
the  town  of  East  Hartford.  The  children  that 
blessed  this  union  were  John  P.,  our  subject,  and 
Leniira  A.,  who  makes  her  home  with  him. 

John  P.  Kenney  was  six  weeks  old  when  his 
parents  moved  to  Xew  London,  where  they  lived 
nearly  twelve  months,  then  removed  to  \  ernon, 
and  there  resided  about  three  years ;  the  mother 
then  brought  her  children  to  Hockanum,  there  to 
make  their  home  while  the  Elder  was  in  Nebraska 
attending  to  his  select  school,  and  were  here  but  a 
few  months  when  the  Elder  came  home,  to  meet  his 
tragic  fate  but  a  few  months  later,  our  subject  be- 
ing still  quite  young.  The  latter  was  reared  under 
the  fostering  care  of  his  mother  (a  most  pious 
Avoman )  until  her  death  in  March,  1872.  He  was 
then  cared  for  by  his  aunt,  his  mother's  sister,  and 
received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  district 
.school :  he  next  went  to  the  Glastonbury  Academy, 
and  finished  his  education  imder  Profs.  Brewer  and 
Bixler.  He  then  assumed  charge  of  his  present 
farm  of  fifty  acres,  which  was  the  homestead  of  his 
grandfather.  Here  he  raises  poultry,  berries  of  all 
kinds,  etc.,  but  no  tobacco.  In  politics  he  is  a  Pro- 
hibitionist, one  of  a  few  in  East  Hartford.  He  is 
a  member  of  no  secret  society,  but  is  one  of  the  most 
active  members  of  the  Hockanum  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  every  act  of  his  life  gives  evi- 
dence of  the  sincerity  of  his  belief  in  its  discipline. 


For  so  yovuig  a  man  he  has  held  many  church  oilkes, 
some  of  them  requiring  much  care  and  atteiuion, 
j  and,  inileed,  arduous  work,  but  he  cheerfullv  gives 
\  his  tune  to  these  duties;  amung  these  offices  have 
j  Inen  or  are  those  of  superintendent  of  the  Sundav- 
i  school,  treasurer,  recording  steward,  pnesident  of 
the  Epworth  League,  and  (now)  secretary  of  the 
Norwich  Di^triet  Epworth  League.    Quiet,  retir- 
ing, pious,  and  very  industrious,  he  has  won  the 
respect  of  all'  who  have  a  home  in  East  Hartford. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON  CODAIR,  a  well- 
known  stock  raiser  and  general  agriculturist  of 
Rocky  Hill,  is  an  enterprising  and  successful  busi- 
ness man,  and  has  won  by  his  sterling  qualities  of 
character  the  esteem  of  a  large  circle  of  friends. 

yiv.  Coclair  was  born  May  16,  1S49,  ^'ermont, 
received  a  district-school  education,  and  after  reach- 
ing the  age  of  fourteen  attended  school  only  in  win- 
ter, the  remainder  of  the  year  being  spent  in  farm 
work.  In  1S74  he  came  to  Connectict\t,  locating 
first  at  Griswoldville,  Wethersfield,  where  he  was 
employed  bv  Stephen  Morgan  .for  two  years  at 
thirty  dollars  per  month.  He  then  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  Comstock  &  I'errie  as  a  salesman,  and  for 
seven  winters  he  traveled  in  their  interest  through 
Xew  York,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  [Maryland  and 
the  New  England  States.  In  the  meantime  his  sum- 
mers were  devoted  to  farm  work,  and  in  1880  he 
engaged  in  farming  on  his  own  account,  renting 
a  farm  from  Charles  Dagle,  of  Rocky  Hill.  Two 
years  later  he  purchased  his  present  farm  of  one 
hundred  acres,  where  he  has  since  carried,  on  gen- 
eral farming,  market  gardening  and  stock  raising. 
He  is  fond  of  horses,  and  is  considered  a  remark- 
ably good  judge  of  their  characteristics,  having 
raised  several  blooded  horses  which  brought  hiin 
large  prices  and  have  made  excellent  records.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican,  but  as  a  man  of  do- 
mestic tastes  he  has  never  cared  for  public  life.  So- 
cially he  and  his  family  are  much  respected,  and 
thev'  are  identified  writli  the  ^^lethodist  Church  at 
Rocky  Hill.  In  1880  Mr.  Codair  was  married  to 
Miss  Edith  L.  P.elden,  a  native  of  Rocky  Hill,  and 
a  daughter  of  Francis  Bekkn,  a  leading  citizen. 
Three  children  blessed  this  union:  Ernest,  who 
was  accidentall\-  killed  at  the  age  of  eleven  years; 
Gertrude  and  Alice.  Mr.  Codair's  brother  G.  A. 
is  a  prominent  resident  of  Canton,  this  county. 

i 

CH.VRLES  A.  GILLIN,  M.  U.  To  any  one 
familiar  with  the  personnel  of  New  Britain's  med- 
ical profession  the  name  of  Dr.  Gillin  will  in- 
stantly occur.  That  elusive  recognition  which 
comes  to  some  practitioners  and  is  sought  in  vain 
or  with  scant  success  by  others  has  been  attained 
in  generous  measure  by  our  subject,  who  enjoys 
one  of  the  widest  and  most  extensive  practices  in 
that  ]X)rtion  of  Hartford  comity  in  which  he  has 
located,  and  its  magnitutle  is  due  solely  to  himself. 

Dr.  Gillin  was  born  in  Kinston,  N.  C,  June  13. 
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1850,  5i">n  of  Jaiv.cs  (iillin,  formerly  a  prominent 
manufaouirer  of  saddlery.  His  gTcal-grani! father 
Clillin.  a  native  of  tlie  lliL^blands  of  SeoUand,  em- 
i^^raled  to  this  onuiurv  prior  to  tlie  war  of  iSiJ, 
and  partieiitaied  in  that  conllict.  b^t  later  retnriied 
to  his  native  hills,  and  there  died,  llis  son,  John 
(jilliii,  the  Doctor's  jjrand father,  was  horn  in  Scot- 
land, and  came  with  his  father  to  America,  but 
when  the  latter  returned  John  remained  in  this 
<:ountry.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  and 
died  from  wounds  received  during  his  service.  His 
«;on  James,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Xew  York  City  March  27,  1827.  He  learned  the 
saddler's  business,  and  went  South  \.o  take  charge 
of  the  Southern  interests  of  the  firm  of  Dibble  & 
-Co.,  Mr.  Dibble  remaining  in  Xew  York  City. 
The  firm  acquired  quite  a  jiropertv,  but  when  the 
fires  of  secession  burst  forth  in  the  South.  James 
(iillin.  who  was  a  strong  I'nion  man,  was  obliged  to 
tke  from  Kinston,  X.  C.  to  the  X'orth,  escaping  ' 
in  a  sloop,  the  last  to  clear  for  a  X'orthcrn  port 
Lefore  the  breaking  out  of  the  war.  All  the  prop- 
erty of  James  Gillin  left  in  the  South  was  con- 
fiscated bv  the  Confederacy.  For  a  time  Mr.  Gillin 
■was  in  business  with  Mr.  Pettelow,  of  Hartford. 
About  1863  he  settled  at  Granby,  and  there  fol- 
lowed his  trade  for  years.  In  his  early  life  his  suc- 
cess in  trade  was  marked.  He  married  Salona 
Suffina  Moodv,  a  descendant  of  an  English  fam- 
ily, of  which  the  Russells  of  Springfield  and  Gil- 
"bert  Russell,  the  hardware  manufacturer  of  Holyoke, 
are  representatives.  !Mrs.  Gillin  was  also  related 
to  the  late  Dwight  bloody,  th.e  evangelist,  of  Xorth- 
iield.  Mass.  The  only  child  of  James  and  Salona 
Gillin  is  Charles  A.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
James  Gillin  is  still  a  resident  of  Granby.  He  is 
a  prominent  [Mason,  has  been  secretary  of  the  lodge 
at  Granbv  for  mauv  vears,  and  is  also  a  member  of 
the  chapter  located  there. 

Charles  A.  Gillin  was  educated  in  the  high  school 
of  Granby.  which  has  turned  out  manv  students 
"who  later  became  prominent  professionally.  At  the 
Granbv  high  scliool  he  prepared  to  enter  Yale  Col- 
lege. In  September,  1879.  '\vhen  about  twenty 
years  of  age,  he  entered  the  ^fedlcal  Department  of 
■1he  University  of  X'ew  York,  and  was  graduated  in 
j\Iarch,  1883.  \Vhile  attending  lectures  he  was  a 
private  pupil  of  Prof.  Alfred  L.  Loomis,  of  Xew 
York,  a  specialist  in  the  treatment  of  heart,  lungs 
and  kidnevs.  One  of  his  classmates  was  the  son 
of  Dr.  Loomis.  After  graduation  Dr.  Gillin  en- 
tered a  competitive  examination  for  a  position  in 
the  Xew  Haven  General  Hospital,  in  competition 
with  eight  or  ten  young  physicians  from  Yale  and 
four  from  X'ew^  York.  He  was  the  successful  ap- 
plicant, and  he  spent  the  year  1883-84  in  the  New 
Haven  Hosi)ital.  '  In  Ma\-.  1884.  Dr.  Gillin  opened 
an  office  at  P.erlin,  Conn.,  and  within  a  few  months 
lie  was  in  command  of  a  substantial  practice,  which 
lias  grown  constantly  until  it  is  now  one  of  the 
largest  in  that  part  of  the  county.    In  i8(j8.  at  the 


reipiest  of  many  friends  and  acquaintances,  he  es- 
tablishetl  an  office  at  Xew  Pritain.  His  clientele 
is  drawn  from  a  region  manv  nn'les  in  extent,  manv 
of  hi.-  patients  coming  fr^im  i  lartford  and  Prislui. 
Dr.  Gidin  is  a  member  of  the  Hartford  County 
Medical  Society  and  of  the  State  Medical  Society. 
He  is  a  prom'inent  member  of  the  Masonic  ]''ra- 
ternity,  and  was  the  first  member  of  Centennial 
Lodge,  at  Xew  Pritain.  to  join  from  I'.erlin.  He 
is  also  a  member  oi  the  (J.  U.  A.  M.  He  is  a 
Republican,  but  not  an  active  politician. 

Dr.  Gillin  was  married  to  Miss  Grace  Emma 
Atwater,  of  Perlin,  and  they  have  one  son,  Charles 
H.,  now  thirteen  years  of  age. 

DWTGHT  G.  STOUGHTOX,  a  well-known 
merchant  of  Hartford,  was  born  in  \"ernon,  Tolland 
Co.,  Conn.,  !March  4,  185 1,  and  is  a  representative 
of  an  old  Colonial  family. 

Shem  Stoughton,  his  great-grandfather,  was 
born  at  East  Windsor,  Jan.  15,  1757,  and  died  Feb. 
5,  1837.  I'^or  many  years  he  kept  a  tavern  at  W'ap- 
ping,  this  county,  and  during  the  Revolutionary 
war  he  served  in  Washington's  army.  In  1783  he 
married  Flora  Gillette. 

Horace  Stoughton,  our  subject's  grandfatlier, 
was  born  June  9,  1784,  and  died  Mav  27,  1S75,  in 
his  ninety-first  year.  Pie  conducted  a  country  store 
in  early  life,  and  later  engaged  in  farming  at  \\"ap- 
ping,  \yhere  he  was  prominent  in  religious  work  as 
a  deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church.  On  Dec. 
12,  1815,  he  married  Lavina  Kilbourn.  who  was 
born  Feb.  25,  1794.  and  died  Feb.  4,  1875.  The_\' 
had  nine  children,  as  follows :  Amanda,  born  July 
4.  181S.  was  married.  Jan.  13,  1841,  to  J.  INF.  Tal- 
cott,  and  died  July  5,  1869;  Alfred,  born  April  5, 

1819,  died  Xov.  21,  1819;  Horace,  born  March  9, 

1820,  is  vet  living;  Henrietta,  born  Sept.  14,  182 1. 
was  married.  April  23,  1845,  to  S.  P.  Smith  (now 
deceased),  formerly  of  Xew  Haven,  later  of  Cam- 
den, X'.  J.:  George  is  mentioned  below:  Esther, 
born  Jan.  3,  1825,  died  Xov.  5,  1826;  Esther  (2). 
born  April  22,  1826,  died  Aug.  14,  1840;  Samuel 
P..  born  Jan.  23,  1828,  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil 
war,  and  died  19,  1892;  and  Alonzo,  born 
Xov.  21,  1829,  is  yet  living. 

George  Stoughton,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  at  Wap])ing  April  2,  1823,  and  died  June 
28.  1882.  After  securing  a  common-school  edu- 
cation in  the  town  of  South  \\'indsor  he  learned 
the  wheelwright's  trade,  which  he  followed  during 
the  greater  portion  of  his  life  at  \'ernon,  Tolland 
county.  On  April  18,  184S,  he  married  Xancv  L. 
}vrcKinney,  of  Ellington,  Conii.,  who  died  April  18. 
1865,  and  on  May  17,  1866,  he  married  Elizalieth 
Knapp.  ]'.v  the  first  marriage  there  were  four 
children:  Eugene  Austin,  born  May  30,  i8.^9.  died 
Sent.  I.  1887:  Dwight  George  is  mentioned  m^ire 
full\-  below:  Xellie.  born  Jan.  i,  1854,  marrierl  \\"\\- 
bnr  F.  Puckland,  of  Wapping:  James  Talcott.  born 
in   November,   i86r,  died  Sejit.  3,  1878.     P.y  the 
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secoiul  iiiarriaco  there  was  one  cliiUl.  F.lizalKnli. 
who  married  a  Mr.  Aspinwall,  and  resides  in  Eng- 
land. 

Our  suliject  was  educated  in  t!ie  soliools  of  \'er- 
non,  and  his  hr^t  L-nipIoyment  was  in  a  mill  at  i'al- 
cottville.  When  sixteen  years  old  ho  went  to  Hart- 
ford to  clerk  in  Goodwin's  druu'  store,  remaining 
until  he  reached  his  majority,  and  lor  a  part  of  a 
year  he  was  employed  in  Hegcman's  drug  store, 
in  Xew  York  City.  Later  he  spent  a  year  in  Wor- 
cester, ^lass.,  in  the  wool  business,  also  a  few 
months  in  California,  and  on  his  return  to  Hartford 
he  clerked  for  a  short  time  in  a  drug  store  on  State 
street.  Desiring-  to  engage  in  business  for  him- 
self, he  formed  a  partnership  with  W.  I'.  Frazier, 
corner  of  Front  and  State  streets,  and  two  years 
later  he  became  the  owner  of  that  drug  store,  and 
another  in  Parkville  which  was  established  twenty 
years  ago. 

Mr.  Stoughton  was  first  married,  in  1S76,  to 
Miss  Louise  E.  Foote,  of  Lee,  ]Mass.,  who  died  in 
18S9.  On  April  8,  1S91,  he  married  ^^lary  A. 
White,  daughter  of  John  White,  a  highly  esteemed 
citizen  of  Hartford,  and  two  children  have  blessed 
the  union:  Dwight  Harold,  born  Oct.  2,  1892, 
and  Amanda  Louise,  born  Dec.  i,  1S97.  ^Ir. 
Stoughton  was  at  one  time  president  of  the  State 
Pharmaceutical  Association,  and  he  has  taken  an 
active  part  in  mimicipal  affairs,  serving  as  council- 
man from  the  Eighth  ward,  and  alderman  from 
the  Tenth  ward.  He  is  popular  socially,  is  a  Scot- 
tish Rite  }vIason,  and  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution. 

JOSEPH  RICHARD  FAY,  a  practical  plumber, 
metal  worker  and  contractor,  who  is  now  success- 
fully engaged  in  business  in  Southington,  was 
born  in  Cliicopee,  ^Nlass.,  Feb.  3,  185 1,  a  son  of 
William  D.  and  ^^lary  CKiernan)  Pay,  both  natives 
of  Ireland,  the  former  born  in  \\'estmeath,  the  latter 
in  Longford.  For  manv  years  the  father  lived  in 
Chicopee,  where  he  was  employed  in  the  cotton 
mills,  in  1S59  removing  to  \\'illimantic.  Conn.,  and 
in  1863  to  Rockville,  where  his  death  occurred. 
Our  subject's  paternal  grandfather  was  I'atrick 
Fay,  a  pensioner  of  the  British  army,  in  which  he 
served  for  eighteen  years.  Fie  catne  to  America 
many  years  ago,  locating  in  Quebec.  Canada,  and 
subsequentlv  removed  to  Thorndike,  ^lass.,  where 
he  died  at  an  advanced  age.  His  wife,  who  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Susan  Bond,  was  a  native  of 
Devonshire.  England. 

Joseph  R.  Fay  completed  his  literary  education 
in  tlie  high  school  of  Chicopee  Falls,  ]\[ass..  and  on 
laying  aside  his  text-ljooks  served  a  three-vears" 
apprenticeshi]~i  to  the  j^lumber's  trade  with  Smith 
£:  \Vhite.  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  after  which  he  worked 
as  a  journeyman  in  the  capital  citv  for  fifteen  vears. 
He  was  then  employed  on  repairs  for  the  Boston  & 
Albany  RaiKvav  Co..  for  two  vears,  and  in  October, 
1883,  came  to  Southington,  where  he  worked  at  his 


tr.ide  for  others  for  five  years.  In  18S8  W  em- 
barked in  business  on  his  own  account,  and  now  has- 

:  a  large  and  successful  business  as  a  contractor  in 
Southington  and  ^u;•r^.ulnding  towns. 

In  February,  1872,  Mr.  J-'.iy  married  ]\[iss  Isabel, 
daughter  of  Hiram  and  Almira  'J'ucker,  of  Will- 
iam.-burg.  Mass.,  and  to  them  have  been  born  si.x; 
children:  Frank  L.,  Charles  H.,  Annie,  Joseph  K.. 
Jr..  Xcllie  and  William  B.  .Mr.  Fay  is  c  prom- 
inent member  of  the  Connecticut  Association  of 
Master  I'lumbers,  and  is  a  memlier  of  the  legis- 
lati\  e  committee ;  he  also  belongs  to  the  National 
Phunbers  Association,  and  to  Court  lndustr\-,  F. 
of  A.,  of  Southington.  Politically  ha  casts"  his 
ballot  with  the  Democratic  party,  has  served  as- 
grand  juror,  and  in  1S98  was  elected  selectman  m 
Southington,  in  which  oi'hce  he  is  now  capablv  serv- 

j  ing,  having  been  re-elected  in  1S99. 

:.  WILLIAM  HOWARD  WEBSTER.  The 
Webster  family  is  one  of  the  most  promijient  and 
influential  in  Hartford  county.  For  generations 
they  have  cultivated  the  soil,  and  through  hard  work 
and  tireless  energy  members  thereof  have  become 
'  among  the  county's  largest  land  owners,  William  H. 

Webster  paying  a  larger  realty  tax  than  any  other 
,  resident  of  Berlin.    It  is  of  such  men  as  these — ■ 
I  earnest,  industrious,  persevering  and  upright — that 
Connecticut  may  justly  be  proud. 

The  first  of  the  name  of  whom  any  authentic  ac- 
.  count  has  come  down  to  the  present  time  was  David 
Webster,  who  was  born  in  1721,  and  died  in  1806. 
at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-five.    His  wife,  Zer- 
viah,  passed  away  Jan.  17,  1786,  aged  fifty-seven 
i  years  and  one  month.    1  Jiev  had  a  son.  David,  Ir., 
I  who  was  a  farmer,  and  settled    in    the  Becklev 
j  Quarter,  town  of  Berlin,  before  the  departure  there- 
j  from  of  the  IMattabassett  tribe  of    Indians.  His 
first  wife.  Lydia,  bore  him  tW(>  children  :  I\Iary,  bom 
I  Feb.  28,  1754,  and  David,  born  Feb.  5,  1757.  She 
i  died  April  13,  1761,  and  on  Oct.  29,  following,  he 
i  for  his  second  wife  wedded  Leviah  Allis.  The  issue 
j  of  this  marriage,  with  the  respective  dates  of  birth 

■  of  the  children,  was  as  follows:  Hepzibah,  Xov. 
'  3,  i763;Xydia,  Sept.  28,  1765;  John,  April  7,  176S; 
1  and  Selah.  Sept.  20.  1770  (died  Xov.  13,  1776).  The 
I  town  records  of  the  latter  half  of  the  last  century 
j  show  that  David  Webster.  Jr.,  the  great-great- 
I  grandfather  of  William  Howard  and  his  brother 
j  Daniel,  began  to  purchase  land  in  Wethersfield  as 
I  early  as  1754.  and  that  he  subsequentlv  bought  in 
j  X'ewington  and  Berlin.  [Most  of  this  property  has 
;  descended,  through  inheritance,  to  the  present  gen- 
!  eration.  In  this  coiuiection  the  following  summary 
j  of  entries  in  the  Wethersfield  town  records,  show- 
ing the  source  and  date  of  several  transfers  of  par- 

■  eels  of  real  estate  to  liim.  are  of  no  small  interest. 
;  On  .\j)ril  8,  1754,  David.  Jr.,  purchased  two  and 

one-half  acres  of  land,  with  mansion  house  and  barn 
'  standing  thereon,  from  Mercy  and  Jemima  Lamb, 
i  bound  on  the  east  and  north  by  land  belonging  to 
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Gamaliel  Doardinan,  on  the  w  est  by  land  of  Thomas 
Wright,  and  on  the  south  b}-  the  luL^iiway.  [\  ol.  X, 
p.  275. J  On  Jnly  17,  1750,  in  consuleralion  01  tizty 
pounus,  he  acquired,  from  Saraii  lioardman,  title  to 
one  acre  lying  in  Xewington,  bounded  on  the  north 
and  east  by  land  of  the  grantor,  on  the  w^st  by  land 
already  owned  by  David  \\  ebster.  antl  on  tlie  south 
iby  the  higlnvay.  [\'ol.  X,  p.  384.]  Un  June  28, 
'1763,  Elizur  Steele  conveyed  to  him,  on  payment  of 
seventeen  pounds,  two  acres  out  of  the  hve-acre  lot 
known  as  JJeckley's  farm.  This  piece  was  bounded 
by  land  of  Lieut.  Joseph  Beckley,  and  on  July  5, 
1763,  lie  boug^ht  from  the  same  pariy  another  acre 
and  a  half  from  the  same  lot.  Un  June  11,  1704, 
he  paid  four  pounds  for  a  half-acre  abutting  on  land 
belonging  to  the  heirs  of  \\"illiam  or  John  Allis,  the 
first-named  of  whom  was  the  father  of  his  second 
wife.  On  the  same  day  he  purchased  from  Joseph 
Andrews,  Jr.,  and  Asenath,  his  wife,  for  the  sum  of 
ten  pounds,  another  acre  abutting  on  land  of  Stephen 
Kellogg",  bounded  on  the  west  by  property  of 
Stephen  W'illard,  and  on  the  east  by  the  highway. 
On  November  8,  1764,  Samuel  W'olcott  and  his  wife 
Sarah  executed  a  deed  to  him,  conveying,  for  ninety 
pounds,  twenty-five  acres  in  Xewington.  A  little 
more  than  four  months  later,  ]\Iarch  27,  1865,  on  the 
payment  ot  twenty  pounds,  he  secured  from  Daniel 
Andrus,  a  grismill  standing  near  the  house  of  Ben- 
jamin Beckley,  and  on  February  17,  1766,  he  con- 
veyed the  same  property  to  John  Beckley,  for  the 
same  consideration.  On  Nov.  8,  1764,  he  sold  to 
Sherman  Boardman,  for  seventy  pounds,  three  and 
one-half  acres  in  Newington,  with  house  and  barn. 
This  was  followed  on  Aug.  15,  1767,  by  a  sale  to 
Fitch  Hurlbut,  for  seventeen  pounds,  of  three- 
fourths  of  an  acre  abutting  on  the  latter's  property 
in  Xewington.  On  Dec.  28,  1769,  he  bought  from 
Daniel  A\'illis  three  acres  of  the  Woodbridge  farm 
in  Xewington,  paying  therefor  the  sum  of  eight 
pounds  and  two  shillings.  PVom  this  necessarily 
imperfect  synopsis  of  the  entries  in  the  Wethersfield 
records  it  is  apparent  that  David  Webster  had  faith 
in  the  future  of  the  realty  in  his  locality,  and  that  as 
a  hard-working  farmer  he  bottght  and  sold  pieces  of 
land  as  favorable  opportunity  ottered  and  his  means 
permitted.  To  the  conduct  of  his  business  he  seems 
to  have  brought  the  same  keen  sagacity,  clear  fore- 
sightedness,  sound  judgment  and  patient  toil  which 
have  characterized  the  Websters  in  all  generations. 

John  Webster,  the  great-grandfather  of  William 
Howard  and  Daniel,  and  the  son  of  David  (2),  was 
born  in  the  Beckley  Quarter  April  7,  1768.  He.  too, 
was  a  farmer,  but  a  constant  and  judicious  reader, 
and  a  man  of  scholarly  attainments.  He  married 
Eunice  Andrews,  of  New  Britain,  who  died  Aug. 
12,  1835,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three.  His  own  death 
occurred  Feb.  26,  1829.  The  next  in  line  of  descent 
was  Jonathan,  who  was  born  in  1792,  in  the  Beckley 
Quarter,  and  died  Sept.  17,  1884,  having  reached 
the  extraordinary  age  of  ninety-two  years.  A 
farmer  by  occupation,  he  began  life  with  little  or 


>  nothing,  but  died  worth  ^120,000.  He  married 
:  Roxana  Seldon,  of  East  Haddam.  After  her  deaili, 
]  at  the  age  of  thirt_\  -two,  on  May  3,  1820,  he  married 
!  Esther  Dickcrson,  who  died  Feb.  i,  1874,  after  pa^s- 
1  ing  her  eigiuy-hflh  birtlulay. 

I        J..ihn  \\'eb^Ier  {2),  the  lather  of  William  H.  and 
1  Daniel,  w.is  burn  Dec.  20,  i8j8,  on  the  ancestral 
I  homestead  in  the  Beckley  Quarter.    He  also  was  a 
!  tiller  of  the  soil,  a  successful  aijriculturist,  and  a  man 
held  in  high  repute  for  his  many  virtues.    He  was 
i  endowed  with  rare  native  intelligence,  and  was  a 
'•  man  of  strong  personality  and  moral  force  of  char- 
;  acter.    His  political  convictions  were  strong,  al- 
j  though  he  never  took  any  active  part  in  politics. 
Prior  to  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party 
he  was  an  Old-line  W  hig,  but  later  was  a  strong 
j  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  party  of  Greeley, 
j  Lincoln  and  Sumner.    He  entered  into  rest  in  his 
!  eightieth  year,  closing  a  well-spent  life  on  Feb.  17, 
1897.    He  exerted  a  wide  intiuence  in  the  commu- 
nity, and  a  strong  influence  over  those  with  whom  he 
came  into  immediate  contact.    He  was  married,  in 
1843,  to  Lydia,  a  daughter  of  Robert  Frances  and 
his  wife,  ]NIary  (Toby),  of  Barnstable,  ^Mass.  ]\lrs. 
Webster  still  survives  her  husband,  her  home  being 
on  Berlin  street.    To  them  were  born  two  sons  and 
four  daughters  :  Frances  Ellen,  Anna  Seldon,  Daniel, 
\\'illiam  Howard,  Hattie  Lina  and  ]Minnie.  The 
eldest  daughter,  Frances  Ellen,  was  born  Oct.  10, 
1845,  ^''^d      the  wife  of  Waldo  C.  Camp,  of  Xew 
Britain,  who  is  connected  with  the  American  Paper 
I  Goods  Co.,  of  Kensington.      Anna  Seldon,  born 
February  28,  1847,  married  ^^'illis  W.  Mildrum,  a 
manufacturer  of  jewels  for  compasses  at  East  Berlin. 
Hattie  Lina,  born  Dec.  10,  1855,  is  the  wife  of  Em- 
erson G.  Clark,  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of 
Xew  York  City.    ^Minnie,  born  X^ov.  4,  1861,  mar- 
ried William  E.  Hansel,  a  resident  of  Hartford. 

William  Howard"  \\'ebster,  the  younger  of  the 
two  sons  born  to  John  \\'ebster,  was  born  at  the 
i  paternal  homestead  in  the  Beckley  Quarter  on  Xov. 
25,  1853.    Both  he  and  his  brother  Daniel  enjoyed 
excellent  educational  advantages.    Both  attended 
the  Berlin  common  schools  and  the  ]\Ionson  (^lass.) 
!  Academy,  an  institution  located  near  Springfield. 
I  William  H.  graduated  from  \\'illiston  Seminary, 
1  East  Hampton,  ^lass.,  in  1873,  stibsequently 
j  he  conceived  an  idea  of  settling  in  Florida  and  be- 
I  coming  an  orange  grower,  with  which  end  in  view 
i  he  visited  that  State  and  remained  there  about  six 
months,  during  which  time  he  handled  more  or  less 
fruit  on  commission.    The  general  outlook,  how- 
ever, did  not  appear  satisfactory,  and  he  returned  to 
I  Berlin.    Following  in  the  footsteps  of  his  ancestors, 
j  he  became  a  farmer,  and  he  would  scarcely  have 
I  proved  his  right  to  the  name  of  \\^cbster  had  he  not 
succeeded.    In  1885  he  founded  the  Golden  Ridge 
I  Creamery  Co.    The  corporation  is  capitalized  at 
j  $7,000,  and  Mr.  Webster  has  been  its  president  from 
its  inception.    The  present  annual  output  of  the 
factory  is  about  75,000  pounds,  most  of  which  is  dis- 
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posLxl  of  in  ihc  noiyliburing-  towns.  In  1805  Mr. 
\\  chstcr  bonglit  iho  jji^rocorv  of  A.  P.  Goodrich,  on 
Ikrlin  strcot,  Inil  a  prcssnro  of  other  bu.<inoss  en- 
gagements prevented  liis  devoting  suthcieni  personal 
attention  to  its  conduct,  and  afier  two  years  lie  dis- 
posed of  it  tei  J.  W  .  Woodruff,  llis  farm  is  one  of 
the  best  stocked,  best  cultivated,  in  Hartford  county. 
In  addition  to  his  home  place  of  125  acres,  he  owns 
325  acres  of  choice  land  in  the  town  of  Rocky  lldl. 
On  his  property  in  Berlin  he  has  built  a  largo  modern 
house,  which  contains  all  the  modern  accessories  ob- 
tainable on  a  farm. 

Mr.  W  ebster  is  a  citizen  of  influence  and  promi- 
nence, respected  alike  for  his  high  order  of  intelli- 
gence, his  broad  public  spirit,  and  his  unblemished 
Christian  characier. .  He  is  president  of  the  Ceriin 
Agricultural  Society,  and  of  the  Driving  and  Ath- 
letic Association.  He  has  also  held  manv  town  ofli- 
ces  of  responsibility,  having  been  selectman,  tax 
collector  (two  years  ),  member  of  the  board  of  relief 
(for  several  years),  and  district  school  committee- 
man. In  politics  he  is  a  strong  Republican,  as  was 
his  father.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a  Congrega- 
tionalist,  having  been  prominently  identified  with 
the  Second  Church  of  that  creed  in  Berlin  for  many 
years,  and  he  has  held,  simultaneously,  the  office  of 
chairman  of  both  church  and  society  committees, 
also  has  been  one  of  the  most  liberal  contributors 
to  the  support  of  church  work  and  church  extension. 
Mrs.  Webster  belongs  to  the  same  communion. 

Mr.  Webster  w-as  married,  Oct.  13.  18S0,  to  Miss 
Cornelia  Augusta  Wells,  who  was  born  in  Xewing- 
ton  April  5,  1854,  her  parents  being  William  Wells 
and  Cornelia  Deming.  both  of  whom  rest  in  the 
cemetery  in  Xewington.  ^Ir.  and  3ilrs.  Webster 
are  the  parents  of  four  children :  Jonathan  Leland, 
born  April  29,  1882:  ]\Ierton  Wells,  ^larch  24, 
1884:  Arthur  Eggleston,  ]\Iarch  26,  18S6:  and 
Florence  Louise,  May  3,  1890.  All  the  children  are 
gaining  their  education,  the  eldest  son  being  a  stu- 
dent at  IMt.  Hermon  (!Mass.)  School;  he  will  prob- 
ably adopt  the  profession  of  an  electrical  engineer. 
Merton  W'ells  will  graduate  from  the  Xew  Berlin 
High  school  in  1902,  and  after  that  wiil  matricu- 
late at  Vale  College.  Arthur  E.  is  attending  the 
New  Berlin  High  school,  and  Florence  L.  is  at- 
tending the  Berlin  public  schools. 

D.\xiEL  Webster,  the  elder  brother  of  William 
H.,  was  born  !March  20,  1848,  on  his  father's  farm. 
After  leaving  Monson  Academy,  he  took  a  special 
course  in  the  X'ormal  School  at  Oswego,  X'.  Y., 
with  a  view  to  qualifying  himself  for  the  vocation 
of  a  teacher,  which  he  then  intended  to  be  his  life- 
work.  For  ten  years  he  taught  school  with  marked 
and  gratifying  success;  first,  for  three  years,  in  the 
graded  school  at  Xeversink,  and  afterward,  for 
abotit  the  same  period,  at  ^ifechanicsvillc  and  Long 
Branch,  his  latest  experience  covering  two  years  at 
Cromwell,  and  two  terms  at  East  Berlin.  He  then 
returned  to  the  old  homestead  farm,  remaining  there 
until  1897,  when  he  purchased  the  property  com- 


monly known  as  the  Dr.  Woodrull  homestead,  in 
Berlin,  which  he  has  enlarged,  remodeled  and  greatly 

■  inipr^ived.  On  CVn.  20.  1S74.  he  married  Clara 
Amelia,  daughter  of  W  illiam        and  .Mmira  (Mi;- 

,  drum  )  Xol)le.  of  Cromw  ell.  She  w  as  born  Maicli 
10,  1S51,  and.  has  l)ornc  her  husband  six  children: 

i  Mary  Emma.  Helen,  Haltie  Louise,  William  John, 
Stewart  Xoble  and  Gertrude.    The  eldest  dangh- 

;  ter  was  born  June  21.  1879,  graduated  from  the 
Berlin  high  school,  and  lives  at  ]io;iie.    Helen  died 

I  at  the  age  of  two  years.  Hattie  Louise  is  a  high- 
school  pujjil,  and  the  younger  children  are  pursuing 
their  studies  at  the  Berlin  common  schools. 

}       As  was  his  father,  and  as  is  his  brother,  Daniel 

I  Webster  is  a  stalwart  Republican.    He  has  been 

■  prominentlv  identified  with  public  affairs,  and  has 

1  led  a  verv  active,  useful  life,  having  served  several 

j  terms  as  assessor,  and  as  a  member  of  the  school 

i  board,  and  acting  school  visitor  for  ten  years,  and 

!  has  been  recently  elected  (1899)  superintendent  of 

!  schools  in  Berlin,    hi  1893  he  was  a  candidate  be- 

j  fore  the  Republican  convention  for  the  nomination 

'  for  member  of  the  legislature.  His  elevation  to 
I  .  .  .      ^      .  .  . 

!  these  positions  of  responsibility  and  trust  attests 
1  the  deservedly  high  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by' 
I  his  fellow  citizens,  because  of  his  recognized  in- 
j  tellectual  ability  and  moral  worth.  He  is  one  of  the 
]  vice-presidents  of  the  Agricultural  Society,  is  a 
:  director  in  the  Golden  Ridge  Creamery  Co.,  and 
i  president  of  the  Xational  Laundry  Co.,  of  X'ew 
i  Britain,  which  he  founded  in  1899.  Both  he  and 
!  his  wife  are  active  and  leading  members  of  the  Con- 
I  gregational  church,  and  among  the  most  liberal  con- 
'  tributors  to  its  support.  He  has  served  on  various 
j  important  Church  committees,  and  his  wife  is  a 
\  prominent  member  of  the  Ladies'  Aid  and  ^lission- 
j  ary  Societies. 

I  WALTER  GWATKIX,  a  prominent  represen- 
tative of  the  business  interests  of  Berlin,  is  a  native 
;  of  Hartford  county,  born  in  Xew  Britain  June  23, 
i  1857.  His  father,  Henry  Gwatkin,  was  born  in 
!  London,  England,  Xov.  15.  1820,  and  his  grand- 
1  father  spent  his  entire  life  in  that  country  as  a 
butcher,  dving  when  our  subjc^ct  was  quite  young. 

In  his  native  land  the  father  learned  the  trade  of 
brass-molder,  and  became  an  expert  workman  in  that 
line.      In  ^larcli,   1846,  he  married  Mrs.  Mary 
(Crockwell)   Ring,  who  was  born  in  London  in 
!  1 819,  and  before  leaving  their  native  land  thc'r 
j  eldest  child,  Henry  Edward,  was  born  in  London, 
j  April  23,  1847.      (On  June  28,  1871,  he  married 
I  Hattie  Ella  Payne,  of  Xew  Britain).    In  184S  tliey 
i  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  took  u])  their  residence  i:i 
;  Hartford,  Conn. :  later  three  other  children  were 
added  to  the  family,  namely:  Lizzie,  born  in  1S49, 
married  Sherman  H.  Alger,  of  ]\Iarlboro,  Conn., 
who  is  connected  with  the  Xew  York,  Xew  Ha\en 
&  Hartford  railroad,  and  they  now  live  in  West 
j  Haven.    Walter,  our  suljject,  is  next  in  the  order  of 

■  birth.    Arthur  is  a  conductor  on  the  electric  cars 
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in  New  Ilnvon.  After  taking-  up  his  residence  in 
New  Uritain,  the  father  workeil  in  the  lirass  founch-y 
of  Peek  iS:  Walter  as  foreman  lor  a  nnniher  of  years, 
and  kiter  heKl  a  siniihir  ]>osition  with  j.  li.  Sergeant, 
lie  tlien  eondueteil  a  ~hop  of  liis  own  in  Hartford 
fur  ahoiit  a  vear,  and  subseijuently  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising in  New  J-lritain  for  al)out  nine  years,  on 
~-iVlain  and  W  est  Main  streets.  At  the  end  of  tliat 
time  lie  came  to  Berhn  and  pnreiiased  tlie  "Cerhn 
Hotel,"  which  he  conducted  for  twenty  years,  sell- 
ing out  in  iS8i,  when  he  returned  to  New  Britain. 
The  liotel  has  since  been  owned  and  carried  on  by 
other  parties.  Mr.  Gwatkin  then  lived  retired 
from  active  business  until  his  death,  whicli  occtirred 
in  Xew  Britain,  Uct.  14,  1S95.  his  remains  lieing  in- 
terred at  that  place.  His  wife  is  still  living,  and 
makes  Iter  home  with  her  daughter  in  West  Haven. 

Walter  Gwatkin,  whose  name  introduces  this 
review,  is  indelned  to  the  pulilic  scliools  of  I*>erlin 
and  Xew  Britain  for  his  educational  advantages. 
After  leaving  school  he  commenced  work  for  W. 
Hunt  &  Son,  butchers  of  Berlin,  and  remained  with 
them  about  two  years,  after  which  he  embarked  in 
the  same  line  of  business  on  his  own  account,  and 
has  since  successfully  conducted  a  rnarket  in  Berlin, 
receiving  a  liberal  share  of  the  public  patronage. 
In  Noveinber,  1889,  he  purchased  a  home  on  Berlin 
street  from  the  William  H.  Steele  estate,  and  has 
since  iipproved  it  until  he  now  has  one  of  the  hand- 
some homes  of  the  neighborhood. 

On  Nov.  12,  1879,  ^-fr-  Gwatkin  was  united  in 
marriage  with  ]Miss  Jennie  ]\Iartha  Norton,  \yho  was 
born  in  Berlin,  Dec.  12,  1855,  a  daughter  of  Henry 
and  Mary  Angeline  ( Tuttle )  Norton.  The  father 
died  in  that  place  Nov.  12,  1S85,  and  was  laid  to 
rest  in  the  Berlin  cemetery :  the  mother  continties 
to  make  her  home  in  that  town.  Our  subject  and 
his  wife  have  one  child,  Leland  W'alter,  born  Dec. 
13,  1882,  who  is  attending  the  high  school  of  New 
Britain. 

In  politics  I\Ir.  Gwatkin  is  independent,  voting 
for  the  man  whom  he  considers  best  qualified  to  fill 
the  office  regardless  of  party  af^liations.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  ^Mattabessett  Lodge,  No.  25,  K.  P., 
of  East  Berlin,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church.  As  a  business  man  he  stands  high 
in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens,  and  in  all  the 
relations  of  life  his  course  has  been  such  as  to  com- 
mand the  confidence  and  high  regard  of  all  with 
whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 

WaLLIAM  ROBERTS.  Success  and  promi- 
nence in  life  are  rarely  attained  in  these  modern  days 
by  the  possession  of  a  single  trait  or  character.  A 
variety  of  admirable  and  telling  qualities  are  es- 
sential. Industry  avails  little  unless  results  are 
produced.  It  is  a  characteristic  of  William  Roberts, 
than  whom  there  is  no  better  known  farmer  and 
gardener  in  the  Hartford  markets,  that  lake  him 
as  you  will  in  this  occup^'lion  he  is  every  readv  for 
emergencies.    He  thoroughly  knows  his  business. 


I 

He  knows  Imw  to  raise  farm  products,  and  is  none 
!  the  less  an  exjiert  in  the  sale  of  the  same.  lUiyers 
!  enjov  trading  with  him.  Their  confidence  and  es- 
j  teem  have  never  been  betrayed. 

I  Mr.  l\Lilierts  is  a  representative  of  an  old  New 
'  England  family,  sixth  in  descent  from  William 
!  Roberts,  foimder  of  the  family  in  New  England, 
i  the  line  being  as  follows:  (i)  William  Roberts, 
who  married  Dorothy  Eorbes,  and  died  about  1730; 
j  (2)  Benjamin,  his  son  (March  8,  1698 — Eeb.  14, 
I  1774),  who  married  (first)  Dorothy  Pitkin  and 
!  (second)  Jenisha  Pratt;  (3)  George  (Nov.  22, 
j  1752 — Oct.  4,  1824),  married  Jerusha  Williams; 
I  (4)  Ozias  (Aug.  10,  1785— Eeb.  8,  1868)  ;  (5)  Ira 
I  T.  (Eeb.  10,  1817 — Jan.  17,  1897);  (6)  William, 
I  our  subject.  A  fuller  ancestral  history  appears 
j  elsewhere. 

I       William  Roberts,  son  of  Ira  T.  and  Charlotte 
I  Corinthia  (Cowles)  Roberts,  was  born  Dec.  3,  1850, 
I  on  the  old  homestead  in  the  town  of  East  Hartford 
I  where  he  now  lives.    In  his  boyhood  he  attended 
i  the  school  in  the  Silver  Lane  district,  occupying 
the  present  site  of  the  school.    It  was  well  attended, 
there  being  at  one  time  eighty  pupils  in  one  room. 
I  W.  P.  Pratt  was  the  first  teacher  of  ]\Ir.  Roberts, 
1  who  remembers  with  kindness  and  gratitude  the 
j  thoroughness  of  the  schools   in  the   days   of  his 
youth.    Eor  two  winters  he  was  a  pupil  at  Elm 
1  Hall,  East  Hartford,  walking  to  and  from  school, 
I  and  later  he  attended  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business 
1  College  in  Hartford.    The  journey  to  and  from 
{  his  home  he  made  twice  daily  afoot.    As  a  farmer 
I  boy  he  was  "put  in  the  harness"  young.    He  was 
j  small  of  stature  and  strength,  attaining  his  growth 
i  mainly  after  reaching  his  twentieth  year.    But  the 
[  training  he  received  under  his  father  was  the  foun- 
j  dation  of  his  after  character,  thoroughly  good  in 
I  every  particular.    In  1S68,  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years,  he  began  working    for  his  two  brothers, 
j  Charles  W.  and  Martin,  and  when  he  arrived  at 
;  age  he  formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother  P^rank 
i  in  the  operation  of  a  part  of  the  farm.    They  re- 
i  niained  partners  from  1872  to  1S77,  when  at  the 
suggestion  of  his  father  he  formed  a  farming  part- 
j  nership  with  his  .brother  Martin,  the  business  ar- 
1  rangement  continuing  until   1886.      In  that  year 
our  subject  began  farming  as  an  individual.  After 
I  the  death  of  his  father,  in  the  distribution  of  the 
i  estate,  the  old  homestead  fell  to  our  subject,  and 
there  he  has  since  resided,  conducting  a  most  suc- 
cessful agricultural  and  gardening  business. 

yir.  Roberts  married,  Dec.  9,  1874,  Miss  Emma 
J.  Burnham,  of  Orchard  street.  East  Hartford, 
who  bore  him  one  child,  Grace  D.,  now  the  wife 
of  Fred  Smith,  of  Silver  street.  ]Mrs.  Roberts  died 
April  25,  1882,  and  was  buried  in  East  Hartford. 
Eor  his  second  wife  Mr.  Roberts  married,  !May  29, 
1883,  Airs.  Ella  Dixon,  widow  of  Richard  Dixon, 
and  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Maria  (Edwards) 
Dean.  By  this  marriage  Mr.  Roberts  has  had  four 
children:    ^Mildred,  born  June  10,  1891;  Edna  D., 
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born  Jan.  21,  1S94;  Myra,  who  tlied  Sept.  n,  181  iS,  ; 
aged  cighlooii  nionlhs;  and  Ira  \\'.,  born  Jan.  iij. 
1900.  j 
In  politics  -Mr.  Jvoborls  is  a  Republican,  ljut  he  ; 
is  no  oftlce  seeker,  aiid   has   repeatedly  tleolined 
candidacies  that  were  otTered  liiiu.     Yov  over  thirty  j 

.  years  he  has  been  enqaLjed  in.  marketing-  vegetables,  ' 
berries  and  fruits,  lie  has  a  thorough  knowledge  ] 
of  his  business,  and  his  reliability  as  a  truck  gar-  I 

■  dencr  has  won  for  him  an  en\'iable  repniation  among 
that  class  of  farmers  in  the  Hartford  market.    lie  j 
is  a  good  salesman,  and  his  promises  are  always  j 
fulfilled.    He  possesses  a  rugged  physical  consti-  | 
tution,  and  braves  all  kinds  of  weather,  is  indus-  j 
trious  and  energetic,  and  there  is  perhaps,  in  East 
Hartford,  no  better  farmer  in  his  line,  no  harder 
worker,  none  who  better  imderstands  every  detail 
of  liis  business.    He  is  probably  as  well-known  as 
any    gardener  supplying  the    Hartford  markets. 
His  thorough  reliability  and  his  great  regard  for 
his  word  are  but  characteristics  of  the  name,  and 
a  feature  of  it  that  does  not  suffer  at  his  hands. 
He  gives  great  attention  to  detail,  and  is  very  sys- 
tematic in  his  work.    ^Ir.  Roberts  also  gets  re- 
sults.   He  has  prospered  in  proportion  to  his  mag- 
nificent energy  and  ability,  and  ranks  high  among 
the  agriculturists  of  Hartford  county. 

ANTHONY  .AIcGEHAN,  a  well-to-do  farmer 
and  gardener  of  Hockanum,  is  an  excellent  example 
of  the  self-made  man,  and  well  deserves  the  high 
esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  the  residents  of  Silver 
Lane  and  vicinity.  Born  April  i.  1847,  London- 
derry, Ireland,  of  Scotch  ancestry,  he  is  a  son  of 
John  and  Hilary  ( !\IcLaughIin )  ]\IcGehan,  who  were 
the  parents  of  eight  children.  The  father,  John 
AIcGehan,  was  a  groceryman,  and  was  quite  com- 
fortable in  the  possession  of  all  that  pertains  to 
happiness  with  the  middle  class  of  Ireland. 

Anthony  ]\IcGehan  attended  school  in  his  native 
land  until  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  after  leaving 
his  studies  hired  out  as  a  farmer's  lad.  He  saved 
his  earnings  to  a  great  extent,  and  from  these  paid 
his  passage  to  tlie  Lnited  States,  arriving  here  June 
10,  1869.  He  had  six  sovereigns  in  his  pocket  on 
his  arrival,  and  these  gold  pieces  he  kept  an  entire 
3'ear,  and  then  sent  them  home.  He  came  over  in 
the  "Iowa,"  a  vessel  of  the  Anchor  Line,  and  on 
departing  from  Londonderry,  when  some  little  dis- 
tance out,  he  could  see  the  house  in  which  he  was 
born — to  him  a  touching  and  impressive  sight.  Six- 
teen days  later  he  landed  at  New  York,  but  as  he 
had  been  advised  by  a  rich  lady  with  whom  he  had 
hved  in  Ireland  to  avoid  large  cities,  he  came  at 
once  from  New  York  to  East  Hartford,  and  first 
found  employment  with  E.  C.  Brewer,  of  Silver 
Lane.  He  next  worked  for  Giles  Forbes  a  few 
months,  and  later  was  employed  by  George  W. 
Pratt  for  eight  years,  as  overseer  of  his  place  on 
Silver  Lane. 

In  1874  Mr.  McGehan    married    Miss  Rose 


Knalibs,  who  was  born  in  Ireland,  coming  to  the 
I'nited  States  when  nineteen  years  old.  The  young 
couple  went  to  liousekee[)ing  on  Silver  Lane,  on 
hired  premises  where  they  lived  seven  years,  wlien 
-Mr.  }ilcGehan  purchased  his  present  farm  from 
Eli/.ur  N'iberts.  The  children  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  }iIcGeh'an,  eight  in  numlier,  were  as  follows: 
Mary,  John  (died  in  infancy),  Jonas,  ^^larcus  (a 
bookkeeper  in  Hartford),  Willie  (died  at  the  age  of 
thirteen  years),  Alfred,  ILlizabelh  and  Lucy,  the 
survivors  are  still  under  the  parental  roof,  with  the 
exception  of  Marcus.  The  family  are  members 
of  the  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  Mr.  ^^IcGchan  is 
a  vestryman.  In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  Republican, 
but  when  he  has  exercised  his  right  of  franchise  his 
interest  in  politics  subsides. 

Air.  McGehan,  by  his  industry  and  frugality, 
has  earned  for  himself  a  good  home,  and  has  reared 
his  family  in  respectability.  He  has  secured  for 
himself  and  children  a  good  name,  has  won  the  re- 
spect of  his  neighliors  and  fellow-citizens,  and  has 
shown  himself  to  be  well  worthy  of  the  success  he 
has  met  with  in  the  land  of  his  adoption. 

JA^^IES  POLK  CORNISH.  One  of  the  best 
and  most  favorably  known  residents  of  Naubuc  is 
its  genial  postmaster,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  a 
man  whose  musical  accomplishments,  social  quali- 
ties and  good  business  principles  have  endeared  him 
to  wide  acquaintanceship.  He  is  a  representative 
of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  New  England,  trac- 
ng  his  lineage  from  James  Cornish,  a  native  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, who  migrated  from  that  Commonwealth 
to  the  Connecticut  Colony  in  the  seventeenth 
century. 

The  family  had  been  residents  of  ^Massachusetts 
for  many  years.  The  records  show  that  Sanuiel 
Cornish  was  living  in  Salem  in  1637.  Richard  Cor- 
nish died  in  Boston  in  1694.  The  direct  line  of  de- 
scent as  far  as  known  is  as  follows :  ( i )  James 
Cornish  was  the  first  school  master  of  Northampton, 
jNIass.  Later  he  removed  to  Westfield,  and  about 
1667  was  appointed  clerk  of  the  courts  in  Hamp- 
shire county,  by  Sir  Edmund  Andros.  An  item  in 
an  old  ]\lassachusetts  Gazette  sa}  s  that  what  is  now 
Granville,  Mass.,  was  sold  to  James  Cornish  in  1686, 
bv  Toto,  an  Indian  chief,  for  a  gun  and  sixteen  brass 
buttons.  He  moved  to  Connecticut,  an  l  died  in 
Simsbury,  Oct.  29,  169S.  He  had  married,  after 
1661,  the  widow  of  Greenfield  Larraboy,  of  Say- 
brook,  Conn.  She  is  supposed  to  have  been  his  sec- 
ond wife,  and  died  Dec.  22,  1664,  leaving  three  chil- 
dren, Gabriel,  Elizabeth  and  James  (2). 

(II)  James  Cornish,  last  named,  was  born  in 
1663.  He  settled  in  Simsbury  about  1695,  and  was 
deacon  of  the  church  in  1715.  For  his  first  wife  he 
married,  Nov.  10,  1692,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Tim- 
othy Thrall,  and  by  his  marriage  his  children  were 
as  follows:  James,' born  Oct.  30,  1693;  Elizabeth, 
born  Sept.  25,  1695:  Josci)h,  born  Oct.  18,  1697; 
Phcbe;  Sarah,  born  April  19,  1709;  Benjamin,  born 
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Marcli  jS,  1710.  For  his  second  wife  Deacon  James 
Corr.isli  inan  ictl,  April  15,  1715.  Hannah,  born  Dec. 
I-*.  i<»Si,  claiiglitcr  of  Kev.  Andrew  Hillard,  and 
widow  oi  Thomas  Humphreys.  The  children  l)y 
tliis  niarriaire  were:  Gabriel,  born  May  j;,  1716; 
Icniitr.a,  born  Nov.  20.  171S;  Kcziah.  born  Oct.  I  J, 
'\y2i  \  Maiv;  and  Tabez,  born  in  17J6.  Deacon 
lames  Cornish  died  April  2.  1740.  His  second  wife, 
Jlaimah,  died  Dec.  2,  1751. 

(HI)  Capt.  James  Cornish,  son  of  Deacon  James 
Cornish,  was  born  Oct.  30,  1693,  and  married,  Dec. 
9,  1719,  for  his  first  wife,  Amy  Butler,  of  Hartford, 
Conn.  To  them  were  born  the  following  children : 
James,  horn  Oct.  4,  1720;  Elisha,  born  June  5,  1722; 
Amy.  born  Auq-.  2,  1724;  Daniel,  born  !May  21.  1727; 
Abigail,  born  Sept.  5.  1729  :  Joel,  born  July  18.  1731  ; 
Abigail,  born  May  5,  1733;  Lucy,  born  June  8, 
1735  ;  X'iolet,  born  April  12,  1737  :  Rachel,  born  Sept. 
3.  1740.  The  wife  died  Feb.  16,  1763.  and  fir  his 
second  wife  Capt.  James  Cornish  married  Mrs.  Han- 
nali  Wilcox,  ncc  Thrall,  who  died  Aug.  27.  1779. 
Capt.  James  Cornish  died  ]\ larch  22.  1784.  He  was 
a  lifelong  resident  of  Simsbury. 

Sergt.  Elisha  Cornish,  born  June  5.  1722, 
for  his  first  wife  married  Hepsibah  Humphrey, 
who  was  born  in  1724.  daughter  of  Charles  Hum- 
phrey. She  bore  him  seven  children :  Hepsibah, 
born  Aug.  27,  1741  ;  Hepsibah.  born  Xov.  4,  1742; 
James,  born  Dec.  16,  1744:  Elizabeth,  born  ^lay  8, 
1746;  Elisha.  born  Dec.  7.  174S:  Dorcas,  born  Sept. 
11,  1750;  Charles,  born  Sept.  29.  1752.  She  died 
Feb.  25,  1755,  and  for  his  second  wife  Sergt.  Elisha 
Cornish  married,  Aug.  31,  1755.  ^lary,  daughter  of 
Benjamin  Dyer.  By  this  union  there  was  one  child, 
Mary,  born  Feb.  17,  1759.  The  mother  died  Oct. 
21.  '775,  and  for  his  third  wife  Elisha  Cornish  mar- 
ried. June  2,  1776,  Charity,  born  June  30,  1744, 
daughter  of  John  Pettibone,  and  widow  of  Syl- 
vanus  Humphrey.  By  this  marriage  there  was  one 
child,  Giles,  born  April  8,  1780.  Elisha  Cornish 
died  April  27,  1794,  and  his  wife  on  Oct.  5,  1803. 

(V)  Capt.  James  Cornish,  son  of  Sergt.  Elisha 
and  Hepsibah  Cornish,  born  Dec.  16,  1744,  married, 
Dec.  28,  1766,  Rhuhama  Bidwell,  who  was  born  in 
1743.  They  settled  in  Simsbury,  and  had  six  chil- 
dren: Charles,  born  Oct.  29,  1767;  Dorcas;  Chloe ; 
Larue  Hama ;  Eber,  born  Feb.  16,  1772:  and  James, 
born  in  1776.  Capt.  James  Cornish  died  July  9, 
1813;  his  wife  on  ^Vlarch  14,  1814. 

(VI)  Col.  James  Cornish,  born  in  1776,  married 
Cynthia  Russell,  born  Oct.  14,  1778,  daughter  of 
Sergt.  Jesse  Russell.  She  bore  him  five  children: 
Grove,  born  in  1796, ;  Charles,  born  in  1799, ;  Charles 
Edwin,  father  of  our  subject,  born  April  13,  1805; 
James  Darwin,  born  in  May,  1808;  Sidney  Aurora, 
born  Oct.  6,  18 19.  The  mother  died  Aug.  5,  1824, 
and  for  his  second  wife  Col.  James  Cornish  married, 
in  1829,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Smith.  She  was  a  resident 
of  SiuLsbury,  and  died  Jan.  30,  1836. 

(VH)  Charles  E.  Cornish,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Simsbury,  and  was  a  farmer 


!  through  life.  Lie  located  at  Tariffvi'le,  later  re- 
j  moving  to  Hartford.  Lie  married  Alary  N.  Vining, 
1  a  native  of  Simsbury,  and  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Thomas 
[  X'ining.  Three  children  were  born  to  Charles  E. 
;  and  ]Nfary  N.  Cornish:  (i)  Cynthia  Jeanette.  who 
1  was  born  June  11,  1834.  married  (first)  Henry  L. 
I  IVatt,  and  for  her  second  husband  wedded  George 
'  Tolles,  of  Nashua,  N.  LL,  and  now  lives  at  liart- 
j  ford;  (2)  Charles  H.,  born  May  17,  1S37,  married 
I  (first)  Sarah  Cook,  and  for  his  second  wife  wedded 
i  Emma  H.  Risley,  of  Glastonbury,  by  whom  he  had 
I  three  children,  Charles  A.,  Frank  S.,  and  Robert  (he 
I  died  in  1873)  ;  and  (3)  James  Polk,  our  subject. 
The  father  died  Feb.  14,  18S2,  and  the  mother  Alay 
II,  1873.  They  were  buried  in  Glastonbury  cem- 
etery. 

(VIII)  James  Polk  Cornish,  cur  subject,  was 
born  in  \\'eatogue.  Simsbury.  Feb.  24.  1847.  ^^'hen 
a  child  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  TarifTville, 
and  thence  at  the  age  of  six  years  to  Hartford,  v.diere 
he  received  his  education.  He  attended  the  Brown 
school  in  Hartford,  and  when  thirteen  years  old  re- 
moved with  his  parents  to  tlie  house  in  Glastonbury 
which  he  now  occupies.  At  fourteen  he  began  a 
five-years'  service  ss  clerk  for  A.  E.  Bogue,  a  grocer. 
Ambitious  to  improve  his  circumstances,  he  at  the 
age  of  nineteen  went  to  Hartford,  and  was  an  em- 
ploye in  Colt's  Armorv  until  it  was  destroyed  by 
fire.  Returning  to  Naubuc.  he  served  a  four-years' 
apprenticeship  at  the  machinist's  trade,  in  the  shops 
of  the  Ames  2vlanufacturing  Co.  For  a  tim>e  he  fol- 
lowed his  trade  on  the  corner  of  Pearl  and  Asylum 
streets,  Hartford,  but  in  1873,  after  the  death  of  his 
brother  Charles  H.,  he  returned  to  Naubuc  and  as- 
sisted in  the  management  of  the  home  farm.  Thus 
he  continued  for  nearly  seven  years,  and  in  1879  he 
purchased  the  place,  which  he  has  ever  since  oper- 
ated. !Mr.  Cornish  has  made  the  application  of 
electricty  to  medical  purposes  a  thorough  study, 
and  now  conducts  a  very  successful  business  of  that 
kind  at  Hartford.  He  was  appointed  postmaster  at 
Naubuc  in  1888,  and  still  holds  that  important  fed- 
eral office. 

I  Our  subject  was  married  to  Aliss  Harriet  M. 
Goodrich,  of  Rocky  Hill.  She  possesses  more  than 
ordinary  business  acumen,  is  a  musician  of  ability, 
and  very  popular.    She  is  organist  of  the  Connec- 

■  ticut  State  Grange,  and  in  appreciation  of  her  untir- 
ing efforts  in  that  position  has  been  m.ade  the  re- 
cipient of  a  medal.  Mr.  Cornish  is  also  a  musician 
of  distinguished  ability.  For  ten  years  he  has  been 
musical  director  of  the  Connecticut  State  Grange. 
For  twenty-five  years  he  has  been  the  choir  leader 
in  St.  James  Episcopal  Church,  of  wiiich  he  is  a 
member,  and  for  two  years  was  the  leading  tenor 
in  the  Centre  Church,  at  Hartford.  In  politics  Mr. 
Cornish  is  a  Democrat.  He  has  been  nominated 
for  various  local  offices,  his  candidacy  resulting  in 
reducing  the  ad\-erse  Republican  majority,  I)ut  not 
in  overcoming  it.  He  is  now  serving  as  school  vis- 
itor.   Our  subject  is  prominent  in  fraternal  work. 
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lie  is  a  niciiihor  of  Daskani  Lodge,  Xo.  86,  F.  &  A. 
M.;  of  W'asliingioii  Conimaiulon-,  Knights  Ti  iuplar  ; 
and  of  the  Consistory,  ^jd  degree;  he  is  ser\ing  as 
past  grand  of  Ehn  Lodge,  L  L).  L*.  F..  of  (.llaston- 
bury,  an(,l  is  an  active  anil  inllnential  nieniher  of  Last 
Hartford  Lodge,  Xo.  i-'37,  I\.o_\al  Arcanum,  lie 
possesses  a  charni  of  manner  wliich  has  won  him  a 
wide  friendship,  and  ranks  as  one  of  the  foremost 
citizens  of  Cihistonbiiry. 

HEXRY  DAMS  TILLOTSOX,  an  energetic 
and  successful  farmer  and  dairyman  of  West  Hart- 
ford, is  a  native  of  Hartford  countv,  born  in  l-'arm- 
ington,  Dec.  23.  1850. 

John  Whitman  Tillotson,  his  fathei ,  was  i)orn  in 
the  same  town,  about  1824,  and  was  a  son  of  Setii 
and  Fannie  (Whitman)  Tillotson,  residents  of 
Farniington,  where  the  grandfather  engaged  in 
teaching  school  for  many  vears.  He  also  taught 
in  the  academy  at  \\'est  Hartford.  Religiously  he 
'was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

Throughout  life  the  father  of  our  subject  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  farming.  Lie  married  Miss 
Lucy  Allen,  of  Salisbury,  Conn.,  who  is  still  living 
and  makes  her  home  in  Farniington  ;  he  died  at  the 
age  of  sixty-three  years.  To  them  were  born  eight 
children  :  Henry  Davis,  our  subject ;  Albert  S..  a  res- 
ident of  Hartford  ;  Ella  L.,  wife  of  Frederick  Hurl- 
burt,  of  F'armington  ;  Frank  E.,  deceased  :  Florence, 
a  resident  of  Hartford;  Ida,  (Mrs.  INlorway,  of 
Plainville)  ;  John  }>L,  of  Farniington  ;  and  Frederick 
E.,  of  Hartford. 

Henry  D.  Tillotson  received  his  literary  education 
in  the  schools  of  Farniington,  and  continued  a  res- 
ident of  that  town  until  eighteen  years  of  age,  when 
he  came  to  \\'est  Hartford  to  work  for  John  M. 
Foote,  remaining  with  him  for  seven  years.  In  1877 
he  removed  to  his  present  farm,  where  he  is  now  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  general  farming  and  dairying, 
running  a  wagon 'to  Hartford  in  connection  with  the 
latter  branch  of  business.  In  addition  to  his  wife's 
farm,  he  also  owns  the  old  birthplace  of  Xoah  Web- 
ster. A  man  of  keen  perception,  of  unbounded  en- 
terprise, his  success  in  life  is  due  entirely  to  his  own 
efforts,  and  he  deserves  prominent  mention  among 
the  leading  and  representative  agriculturists  of  the 
county.  Religiously,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church  and  Society. 

On  April  7,  1877,  in  West  Hartford,  Mr.  Tillot- 
son was  tmited  in  marriage  wdtli  ]\Iiss  ]Marv  F.  Dini- 
ham,  a  daughter  of  Elisha  Dunham, and  to  them  were 
born  two  sons ;  Llenry  Howard,  who  is  now  con- 
nected with  the  Scottish  L'nion  Insurance  Co.  of 
Hartford ;  and  Lora  L. 

CHARLES  E.  CURTISS  is  one  of  Simslniry's 
best  known  citizens,  and  as  a  member  of  Ensign, 
Bickford  &  Co.,  of  that  place,  he  holds  a  prominent 
place  in  business  circles.  He  was  horn  }slarch  18, 
1850,  in  the  Bushy  Hill  District  of  Simsbury,  son  of 
Ebenezer  G.  Curtiss,  and  grandson  of  Timothy  H. 


ly,  1804, 


Curtiss,  the  latter  of  whom  died  Marcl 
agetl  seventv-six. 

Hon.  ]:.l)enezer  G.  Curtiss,  fatlier  of  our  suliject, 
was  \n>v\\  Xov.  15,  i8j2.  in  the  Bushy  Hill  District 
of  Simsbury,  near  the  Canton  line,  but  a  I'orlion  of 
his  boyhood  was  spent  in  Southwick',  Mass.,  where 
his  parents  resided  for  a  time.  He  engaged  in 
farming  in  early  manhood,  and  his  later  years  were 
passed  in  Weatogue,  Conn.,  where  he  became  in- 
terested in  the  cattle  business,  his  stock  being  pm-- 
chased  in  the  west  and  driven  to  Comiecticut.  He 
was  a  prominent  Democrat  of  his  locality,  and  at 
one  time  represented  Simsbury  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature, while  he  was  also  active  in  Masonic  circles 
as  a  member  of  St.  Clark's  Lodge.  Xo.  36,  F.  &  A. 
^L,  at  Simsbury,  to  which  our  subject  now  belongs. 
He  died  Sept.  16,  1890,  his  remains  being  interred 
in  Simsbury.  C)n  Oct.  ii,  1846,  he  married  ]\Iiss 
]Mary  A.  Xorton,  who  survives  him,  and  now  resides 
with  our  subject.  They  had  three  children:  George 
N.,  born  Aug.  19,  1848,  died  April  jo,  1849;  Charles 
E.  is  our  subject;  and  James,  born  June  23,  1856,  is 
now  a  resident  of  Simsbury. 

3tlrs.  ]\Iary  A.  (^Xorton )  Curtiss,  who  still  enjoys 
excellent  health  notwithstanding  her  advanced  age, 
is  much  esteemed  among  the  people  of  Simsbury, 
and  for  man\-  years  has  been  a  consistent  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church.  She  was  born  Oct. 
29,  1827,  in  the  town  of  Avon,  this  county,  and  is  de- 
scended in  the  paternal  line  from  one  of  the  oldest 
families  of  Farniington.  Her  father,  George  X'or- 
ton,  married  Elizabeth  Frisbie. 

As  a  boy  our  subject  attended  first  the  district 
schools  of  Weatogue,  his  first  teacher  being  IMiss 
Ellen  IMarks.  In  1S59  his  parents  removed  to  the 
^Meadow  Plain  District,  and  among  his  teachers  there 
were  Lucy  Alford,  Addie  Allen  and  Minnie  Case. 
Later  he  studied  for  one  winter  at  Guilford  Insti- 
tute, and  after  leaving  this  school  spent  a  year  in 
farming  with  his  father.  In  1867  he  began  clerk- 
ing for  Judson  \\'ilcox  in  a  general  store  at  Sims- 
bury, and  tw'O  years  later  he  accepted  a  position  as 
traveling  salesman  for  Humason  &  Beckly,  of  X'ew 
Britain,  handling  a  line  of  shelf  hardware  goods. 
His  territory  covered  Xew  York  State,  and  after  a 
time  he  traveled  the  same  routes  for  a  cigar  house  in 
Xew  York  City.  In  1872  he  went  to  Oneonta,  X'. 
Y.,  and  engaged  in  the  livery  business,  and  on  leav- 
ing there  he  removed  to  Westfield,  -Mass.,  wdiere  he 
was  employed  as  a  bookkeeper  and  clerk  in  a  gro- 
cery house.  On  Dec.  i,  1879,  he  returned  to  Sims- 
bury, where  he  has  since  resided,  and  for  a  number 
of  years  he  has  been  connected  with  the  Ensign 
Bickford  ^Manufacturing  Co.  On  April  10,  1S89, 
he  moved  to  his  elegant  home,  which  is  probably  the 
best  appointed  residence  in  Simsbury.  It  was 
formerly  the  Averett  Wilcox  homestead,  and  is 
known  as  "The  Seven  Elms,"  from  the  seven  large 
elm  trees  in  front  of  the  house.  3ilr.  Curtiss  has 
two  children:  Joseph  T.,  born  Dec.  16,  1878;  and 
Grace  G.,  born  Sept.  26,  1883.    The  son  was  cdu- 
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catcJ  at  Dobb's  Fcrrv  School  and  at  Amlover,  Mass., 
and  six-nt  a  year  in  Juirope.  On  Dec.  19,  iSoo,  he 
married  Abigail  li.  lino,  daughter  of  Chauncey  11. 
Hno,  of  Sini^bury,  and  tliey  live  in  Tariltville.  where  ; 
he  is  engaged  in  nicrcaniile  business.  Grace  G.  \ 
Curtiss  was  graduated  from  St.  .Margaret's  School, 
\\  aterbury,  class  of  1901. 

Mr.  Curtiss  is  an  enthusiastic  horseman,  and  owns 
one  of  the  hue.  stable  of  liorses  of  Hartford  county, 
being  an  excellent  judge  of  that  noble  animal.    He  is  j 
a  liberal  man,  and  believes  in  enjoying  life,  while  | 
as  a  citizen  he  has  ahva_\  s  been  in  favor  of  public  im-  | 
provements.    rolitically  he  is  a  stanch  Democrat, 
and  '"can  always  be  counted  ujion""  to  vote  the  State 
and  National  tickets,    in  town  matters  he  selects  the 
best  men  regardless  of  politics,  and  while  he  has 
never  shirked  duty  as  a  good  Democrat,  he  has  de- 
clined to  be  a  candidate  for  office. 

JOSEPH  TOWERS,  who  for  years  has  been 
a  successful  manufacturer  of  brick  at  New  Britain, 
is  of  English  descent.  He  was  born  Oct.  17,  1S61, 
in  Rockland  county,  N.  Y.,  son  of  James  Towers, 
and  grandson  of  William  Towers.  The  latter,  a 
native  of  Derbyshire,  England,  was  by  occupation 
a  silk-weaver,  though  for  manv  years  he  followed 
market  gardening.  He  married  Deborah  Heath- 
coatc,  and  to  the  union  were  born :  Sarah,  Z^Iaria, 
Mary,  Thomas,  Joseph,  William,  Mathew  and 
James,  the  latter  being  the  father  of  our  subject. 

James  Towers,  was  born  in  1S25,  in  Stockport, 
Chesh.ire,  England,  and  in  his  young  life  there 
worked  at  blacksmithing.  In  January,  1851,  he 
with  family  left  England  in  a  sailing-vessel  .boimd 
for  the  United  States,  whither  they  arrived  after  a 
voyage  of  five  weeks  and  two  days.  Soon  after 
reaching  this  country  3>Ir.  Towers  was  for  a  time 
employed  by  a  Mr.  Conger,  at  Grassv  Point,  Rock- 
land Co.,  X.  Y.  Following  this  he  became  em- 
ployed in  a  muslin  print  factory,  and  then  for  a  time 
worked  at  blacksmithing.  Being  of  a  mechanical 
turn  of  mind,  he  next  accepted  a  position  as  a 
machinist  at  Haverstraw,  X.  Y.,  and  was  thus  en- 
gaged for  a  period,  also  in  blacksmithing,  after 
which  he  became  engineer  in  a  brickyard.  Later  i 
he  moved  to  the  State  of  Iowa,  where  he  pur- 
chased a  farm  and  followed  agricultural  pursuits 
for  six  and  one-half  years,  and  in  about  1881  sold 
his  property  and  returned  to  the  East,  locating  at 
New  Britain,  Conn.  Here  he  became  interested 
in  the  brick  plant  of  Dennis  &  Co.,  later  purchased 
the  brickyards  now  owned  by  Towers  Brothers  and 
Holmes  &  Dennis,  remaining  thus  engaged  until 
about  1891,  at  which  time  he  sold  the  brick  plant 
to  his  sons.  He  was  a  man  of  good  business  ability, 
industrious,  a  thorough  manager,  and  met  with  suc- 
cess. He  was  self-made,  rising  in  the  world  through 
his  own  efTorts. 

On  Aug.  13,  1848,  James  Towers  was  married 
to  Hannah  Lee,  and  the  union  was  blessed  with 
children  as  follows :    Mary  is  the  wife  of  Charles  ' 
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Lawrence  ;  James  is  a  resident  of  Springfield,,  Mass. ; 
William;  Elizabeth  married  Chester  M.  Buck,  of 
Iowa;  Joseph  is  our  subject;  Sarah  married  Casper 
Schweilzer,  of  Xew  B.ritain ;  and  Helena  marned 
Stephen  Sautter,  of  Xew  Britain. 

Joseph  Towers,  the  subject  proper  of  these  lines, 
attended  the  public  schools  at  Haverstraw,  X.  Y., 
until  twelve  years  of  age,  by  which  time  he  had  a 
fair  elementary  book  training.    At- this  age  he  ac- 
companied his  parents  to  Mahaska  county,  Iowa, 
where  he  assisted  in  the  work  of  the  farm  during 
their  seven  or  eight  years'  residence  there,  mean- 
while i)ursuing  his  studies  at  home.    On  the  return 
of  the  family  to  the  East  our  subject  assisted  his 
father  in  the  operation  of  the  brick  plant  at  Xew 
Britain,  referred  to  in  the  foregoing,  serving  for 
some  three  vears  as  engineer,  and  later  as  foreman. 
In  about   1S91   he  and  a  brother  purchased  the 
I  plant,  and  for  three  years  conducted  it  as  partners, 
I  our  subject  at  the  expiration  of  that  period  pttr- 
j  chasing  his  brother's  interest.    In  1896,  during  his 
I  ownership  of  the  works  they  were  removed  to  a 
{  different  locality,  and  their  luanufacturing  capacity 
i  greatly  increased.    Subsequent  to  this  the  Towers 
i  Brothers  purchased  an  interest  in  the  business,  and 
I  the  capacity  of  the  plant  was  again  increased,  until 
j  it  now  gives  employment  to  some  fifty  men.  Mr. 
Towers  is  an  experienced  brick  manufacturer,  thor- 
oughly understanding  the  business  in  all  of  its 
branches,  and,  possessing  energy  and  industry,  he 
has  been  successful. 

In  his  political  views  ^Ir.  Towers  is  a  Repub- 
lican, though  not  a  party  worker  for  the  reward  of 
office.  He  is  a  member  of  Harmony  Lodge,  X^o. 
20,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  of  Washington  Command- 
er}-, X'o.  I,  K.  T. ;  also  affiliated  with  the  Order  of 
Red  3,Ien,  in  which  he  is  especially  prominent ; 
and  with  Putnam  Phalanx,  of  Hartford.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  was  secretary  of  the  Xew 
England  Brick  Exchange  Co.,  which  was  succeeded 
by  the  X'ew  England  Brick  Co.,  and  of  the  latter  he 
is  now  president. 

On  March  25,  1891,  our  subject  was  married 
to  Miss  Lucy  Agnes  Rawlings,  daughter  of  X'oah 
and  Agnes  Rawlings,  of  Berlin,  formerly  of  Eng- 
land. To  this  union  two  sons  were  born :  Raymond 
Rawlings,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  and  one- 
fourth  years ;  and  Reginald  Ellsworth,  who  is  still 
at  home. 

CHARLES  L.  RUSSELL,  Jr.,  a  well-known 
citizen  of  Milldale,  was  born  in  Farmington,  Hart- 
ford county,  Aug.  28,  1843,  ^  son  of  Charles  L. 
and  r^Iarilla  (Ford)  Russell,  the  former  a  native 
of  Cheshire,  Conn.,  the  latter  of  Vermont.  The 
paternal  grand])arents,  John  and  Ruth  (Root)  Rus- 
sell, were  natives  of  Cheshire  and  Southington, 
respectively.  The  maternal  grandfather,  Hial  Ford, 
was  born  in  Vermont,  son  of  Gen.  Ford,  of  Revolu- 
tionary fame,  but  spent  much  of  his  life  in  Thomas- 
ton,  Conn".,  where  his  death  occtirrcd.    He  was 
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quite  i->rMniinciU  in  pulilic  alYairs.  His  wife  bore 
tlie  nuiulcn  name  ol  Lueina  Preston. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  Cheshire,  jiursued 
his  slU'h'es  in  the  coiiinicn  seh  iois  of  that  town  and 
in  tile  Ivi^*-!!  scliool  nf  \\'aterl)urv.  During  the  tiar>. 
days  of  the  Ci\il  war  he  eniered  the  service  of  his 
country,  erdistiuL;-  in  Jnl\',  iSijj.  in  Lonipanv  A, 
20tli  Conn.  \'.  1..  and  was  connected  with  the  quar- 
termaster's and  commissary  departments.  At  the 
end  of  tliree  years  he  was  honorai.ily  chscharged 
and  returned  liome.  lie  was  engaged  in  farmnig, 
teaming  and  trucking  until  iS')3,  when  he  removed 
to  Southington,  and  has  since  followed  tiie  occti- 
pation  of  a  teamster  at  Milldale. 

On  Nov.  25,  1874,  -Mr.  Russell  married  Miss 
Ella  liotchkiss.  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Rosette 
(Beecherj  liotchkiss,  formerlv  of  Cheshire,  and 
by  this  union  have  been  born  two  children  :  Edith 
R.,  now  the  wife  of  E.  M.  Ellis:  and  Olive  E.  Re- 
ligiously Mr.  Russell  is  a  memlier  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  ;  llv  lie  is  affiliated  with  Doolittle  Post, 
No.  5,  G.  A.  R..  of  Cheshire,  and  politically  he  is 
connected  with  the  Republican  party.  He  is  widelv 
and  favorably  known,  and  has  a  host  of  warm 
friends  in  the  community  where  he  resides. 

EDWARD  RISLEY.  farmer  and  tobacco 
grower,  of  the  town  01  East  Hartford,  with  his  farm 
near  Willow  Brook  and  his  residence  in  the  village 
of  East  Hartford,  is  a  descendant  of  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  honored  of  the  families  of  the 
town,  being  a  son  of  Seth,  a  grandson  of  Caleb, 
and  a  great-grandson  of  John  Risley. 

John  Risley  was  a  farmer  all  his  life,  and  was 
the  father  of  six  children,  as  follows :  Rutli.  mar- 
ried to  Ralph  Judson  ;  Lucinda.  married  to  Ashbel 
Cowles ;  Damos,  married  to  Solomon  Treat :  Patty, 
who  became  the  wife  of  piloses  Ensign,  and  the 
mother  of  four  children,  Charles  A.,  Elizur,  Owen 
and  Jeanette ;  John,  who  married  Sallie  Seymour ; 
and  Caleb,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject. 

Caleb  Risley  was  born  on  I\Iain  street.  East 
Hartford,  was  reared  a  farmer,  married  Abigail 
Hancock,  and  lived  in  a  house  that  stands  south  of 
his  grandson  Edward's  present  residence.  To  him 
and  his  wife  were  born  nine  children  :  Caleb ; 
Emeline,  who  became  the  wife  of  Solomon  Treat 
(a  son  of  Solomon  Treat),  and  the  mother  of  five 
children, Charlotte,  Maria.  Delia,  Harry  and  Charles, 
lived  to  be  over  eightyyears  old,  and  was  buried 
in  Hockanum ;  Russell,  married  to  Ruth  \\'arren, 
who  bore  him  two  children,  Nancy  and  Harry; 
Reuben,  who  died  unmarried,  as  also  did  Horace; 
Seth;  Seth  (2),  the  father  of  our  subject:  George, 
first  married  to  Sarah  Camp,  who  bore  him  two 
children,  Ellen  and  Jennie  (to  his  second  marriage 
with  Martha  Roberts,  no  children  were  bom); 
Abbie,  the  youngest,  who  was  married  to  Ch.arles 
Risley,  and  had  two  children,  Charles  R.  and  Owen. 

Seth  Risley,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
August,  1816,  in  Willow  Brook,  attended  the  brick 


school  house  near  where  the  present  district  school 
house  stands,  anil   then   learned   the  shoemaker's 
trade  in  ll.u-kanum.  at  which  he  continued  to  work 
I  until  the  Civil  v.'.'ir  ruined  that  indusirv.  when  he 
j  turned  his  attention  to  farming,     lie  purchased  the 
j  land  iu)w  occupied  b\-  I'Mward,  his  S(_in.  and  erected 
i  the  tlwelling  in  which  the  latter  now  lives.  On 
Sept.  25,  1839,  Seth  Risley  married  Marv  A.  War- 
ren, a  native  of  Hockanum,  born  in  the  house  now 
occupied  by  Horace  W  ilhams.  ;ind  a  daughter  oi 
Eilward  and  Ruth   ( Warren )   Warren,  being  the 
third  of  four  cliiMren — Harry,  who  was  lost  at 
sea:  Edwartl,  who  died  young;  Mary  A.,  mother  of 
otir  subject  ;  and  Susamiah,  who  died  young.  To 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seth  Risley  came 
two  children,  Emma,  who  was  born  June  17,  1842, 
and  died  Dec.  10,  1845,  'i'"^'  I£dward.  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  who  was  born  July  3,  1S50. 

Seth  Risle\'  was  a  man  of  extraordinary  intelli- 
gen.ce  and  of  large  physique,  he  was  firm  in  his  con- 
victions and  conclusions,  was  a  keen  business  man, 
and  quite  enterprising.  He  was  elected  selectman 
in  1852,  and  served  two  years,  likewise  served  as 
assessor  and  a  member  of  the  board  of  relief,  and 
in  1878  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature.  He 
was  called  from  earth  in  June,  1887,  his  wife  in 
1897;  the  remains  of  both  were  interred  in  He^cka- 
num,  where  their  little  daughter  Emma  had  been 
buried,  in  the  town  of  East  Hartford. 

Edward  Risley,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  re- 
ceived his  early  education  in  the  district  schools, 
and  later  attended  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business 
College,  which  was  the  first  institution  in  its  line 
to  be  opened  in  Hartford.  Eor  a  time  he  was  em- 
ploved  as  a  clerk  and  bookkeeper  by  J.  H.  Ranney, 
a  grocer  of  No.  5,  American  Row,  Hartford,  and 
then  returned  to  the  farm,  which  he  yet  occupies. 
On  Jan.  12,  1876,  he  married  ^liss  Hattie  E.  Hills, 
a  native  of  Hockainim,  and  a  daugliter  of  z\shbel 
and  Cynthia  D.  (French)  Hills,  the  latter  still  liv- 
ing in  Hockanum.  Mrs.  Risley  is  an  excellent 
housewife  and  a  most  agreeable  lady,  and  with  her 
!  husband  attends  tlie  services  of  the  Sotith  Con- 
gregational Church.    They  have  no  children. 

Mr.  Risley  is  a  member  of  Orient  Lodge  No. 
62,  E.  &  A.  M.,  and  of  East  Hartford  Council,  No. 
1237,  Royal  Arcanum.  In  politics  he  is  a  Demo- 
crat, and  has  served  as  assessor  four  years,  as 
auditor  two  years,  and  also  as  a  member  of  the 
board  of  relief.  He  is  a  business  man  of  acknowl- 
edged ability,  has  twelve  acres  of  fine  tobacco  land, 
and  a  tasty  and  comfortable  home,  and  with  his 
wife  is  held  in  the  highest  respect  by  all  his  numer- 
ous friends  and  acquaintances,  being  classed  with 
the  best  families  of  the  town. 

DARIUS  DWIGHT  MONROE.    For  a  quar- 
ter of  a  centurv  this  gentleman  has  been  promi- 
nentiv  identified  with  the  agricultural  and  lousiness 
interests  of  West  Hartfonl.    His  thoroughly  .Amer- 
i  ican  spirit  and  great  energy  have  enabled  him  to 
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mount  from  a  lowly  position  to  one  of  atllucnoc, 
iind  ho  is  now  nuniborod  among-  the  prosperous 
farmers  of  his  conuuunily. 

Mr.  Monroe  was  born  Dee.  4,  1850,  in  Goshen 
(now  L'liaplin  Station),  Windliani  Co..  Conn.,  and 
is  a  son  of  John  Monroe,  a  native  of  Scotland, 
Conn.,  who  now  makes  his  home  in  W  est  I  larifi->rd, 
-^"he  grandfather,  David  !Monroe,  was  a  resident  of 
Scotland,  Conn.,  and  in  early  life  was  a  sea  captain, 
llv  trade  the  father  of  our  subject  is  a  tinner,  but 
lie  has  devoted  considerable  attention  to  agricult- 
ural pursuits.  He  niarrietl  ?\Iiss  Sarah  Jane  Rob- 
inson, of  Goshen,  who  died  in  W  est  Hartford  and 
was  buried  there.  To  tliem  were  born  three  chil- 
dren, but  Dwig'ht  and  another  son  died  in  infancy, 
leaving  only  our  subject,  the  youngest  of  the 
family. 

During  his  bovhood  Darius  D.  Monroe  attended 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  place  until  sixteen 
years  of  age.  and  thcii  learned  the  stone  cutter's 
trade  at  home  and  in  Essex,  Coim.  At  the  age 
of  eighteen  he  came  to  Hartford,  where  he  worked 
for  Burnham  Brothers,  street  sprinklers,  for  two 
seasons,  and  was  then  in  the  emplov  of  William 
B.  Smith,  of  that  place,  until  the  spring  of  1S79. 
The  following  five  years  he  spent  in  Colorado,  and 
on  his  return  to  Hartford  was  again  with  William 
B.  Smith,  in  the  vegetable  business,  for  a  year.  In 
1884  he  removed  to  Sunset  farm,  in  West  Hartford, 
and  for  several  years  gave  special  attention  to  the 
poultry  business.  In  1887  he  became  interested 
in  the  milk  business,  and  has  established  one  of  the 
finest  milk  routes  in  Hartford,  in  his  dairy  business 
now  giving  employment  to  four  men.  He  is  also 
engaged  in  general  farming,  and  in  his  undertakings 
is  meeting  w"ith  most  gratifying  results.  Mr.  Mon- 
roe was  a  member  of  the  first  eompanv  of  Horse 
<juards  in  Hartford,  but  has  never  taken  a  very 
active  part  in  public  afl^airs,  preferring  to  give  his 
imdivided  attention  to  his  business  interests. 

OSWALD  J.  SIGXOR,  an  enterprising  and 
Avell-to-do  farmer  of  Burnside  avenue,  was  born 
May  27.  1S52,  in  South  Windsor,  near  East  Hart- 
ford, on  his  father's  farm,  and  is  the  only  child  of 
Jerome  and  Elgiva  B.  Signer,  the  former  of  whom 
is  a  prominent  farmer  and  tobacco  grower. 

Jerome  Signor  is  a  descendant  of  one  of  the 
oldest  Dutch  families  of  the  State  of  Xew  York, 
his  great-great-grcat-grandfather  being  the  first  of 
the  family  to  come  from  Holland  to  America.  He 
settled  on  Manhattan  Island,  and  at  one  time  owned 
300  acres  of  land  in  what  is  now  the  citv  of  Xew 
York,  on  part  of  which  the  city  hall  and  the  United 
States  Government  post  office  now  stand,  but  which 
property  was  confiscated  by  the  British  authorities 
after  the  surrender  of  the  then  embryo  city  to  the 
English  army.  The  Signor  family  possessed  re- 
markable longevity,  the  great-grandfather  of  Jer- 
ome attaining  the  wonderful  age  of  loG  years,  and 
his  grandfatlier  that  of  104  years.    Jerome  Signor 


was  the  second  child  of  .Mbert  and  Fanny  E..  Sig- 
nor, was  born  in  Franklin,  Delaware  Co.,  X.  Y., 
in  1825,  and  came  to  Souih  W  indsor,  Conn.,  in 
1848.  Here  he  found  e!iipl<  lyment  with  Otis  Wood 
as  wood-chopper,  doing  the  work  at  forty-iwo 
cents  per  cord.  He  here  married  a  widow,  Mrs. 
I£lgi\a  Burnham,  who  was  born  in  1800,  l)ore  the 
maitlen  name  of  Elmer,  and  by  her  marriage  to 
Horace  Burnliam  became  the  motlicr  of  three  chil- 
dren :  Ednumd  and  Elgiva,  still  living  on  the 
Signor  liomesiead :  and  Horace,  who  is  married, 
and  is  living  in  -\lban\-,  W  is.  ]\irs.  Elgiva  Signor 
jKissed  awav  Jan.  2,  1893,  and  at  the  advanced  age 
of  nearly  eighty-three  years  had  not  a  gray  hair 
on  her  head.  .Mr.  Signor  is  still  a  well-preserved 
man,  of  large  physique,  and  although  he  had  the 

!  misfortune  of  falling  and  breaking  his  neck  a  few 
years  ago  most  miraculously  recovered,  the  effects 
being  a  rigid  condition  of  the  vertebriE  and  an 

;  inclining  of  the  head  forward. 

I       Oswald  J.  Signor  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  and  also  at  the  Suffield  Seminary,  under 
■  Prof.   Spencer,  from  which  latter  institution  he 
graduated  with  the  class  of  1870,  and  then  returned 
to  the  old  homestead.      On  June  9,  1875,  ^h.  Sig- 
'  nor  married  ]\Iiss  Rosella  Perkins,  who  was  born 
Jan.  27,    1852,   daughter   of   George   Perkins,  a 
prominent  citizen  of  Glastonbury,  and  this  mar- 
riage has  been  graced  with  four  children  :      ( i  ) 
;  Oswald  J.,  Jr.,  Ijorn   June  21,  1876,  is   still  un- 
j  married,  and  is  living  on  the  Signor  homestead 
I  (he    is    industrious    and    thrifty,   very  popular, 
j  and  very  prominent  in  Lodge  circles);  (2)  Ediia 
E.  was  born  Feb.  2,  1881  ;  (3)  Leslie  E.  was  born 
Sept.  5,  18S4;  and  (4)  Walter  was  born  Dec.  24. 
1894.    Of  these,  the  two  eldest  were  educated  in 
Hartford  and  East  Hartford. 

Shortly  after  his  marriage  ^Mr.   Signor  pur- 
'  chased  his  present  farm  of  six  and  one-half  acres, 
j  known  as  the  "Johnson  farm,"  which  he  has  im- 
j  proved  with  modern  and  substantial  buildings,  and 
it  is  now  one  of  the  model  farms  of  the  town  of 
East  Hartford.    On  this  modest  but  valuable  place 
]Mr.  Signor  raises  a  large  and  profitable  crop  of 
tobacco  and  considerable  "market  truck,"  besides 
handling  firewood  in  no  small  way.    In  1894  Mr. 
'  Signor  erected  on  Burnside  avenue  his  present  fine 
modern  dwelling,  which  is  one  of  the  prettiest  in 
the  neighborhood,  and  is  surrounded  by  a  nicely- 
kept  lawn,  which  delights  the  eye  of  every  passer- 
by.   As  a  business  man  }>Ir.  Signor  is  an  absolute 
I  "hustler,"  and  in  1897  he  and  his  father  shipped 
2,700  cases  of  tobacco,  which  they  packed,  and  on 
'  which  they  realized  a  handsome  profit. 

In  politics  Mr.  Signor  is  an  active  and  energet  c 
!  Democrat.  l-'raternally  he  is  a  member  of  the 
:  Knights  of  Pythias,  having  joined  the  order  March 
I  8,  1897,  and  has  since  been  largely  instrumental  in 
1  the  establishment  of  Elm  Lodge,  East  Hartford,  of 
!  whichhe  and  his  son,  Oswald  J.,  are  charter  mem- 
,  bers,  both  holding  official  positions.    Mr.  Signor 
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and  his  son  arc  also  members  of  Sunnier  Division,  i 
No.  1,  uniformed  rank,  Crescent  Lodge,  Xo.  7,  of  ' 
Hartford,  and,  socially,  they  mingle  in  the  highest  ; 
circles  of  East  liartlord.  j 

ORION    BROOKS    TREAT  is  a  native  of  | 
Glastonbury,  Hartford  county,  born  -Vug.  5,  1S49.  ' 
—He  was  of  an  adventurous  disposition  in  youth,  and  j 
the  patriotic  clement  in  hi^  nature  was  deeply  stirred  | 
at  the  outbreak  of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.    At  i 
the  age  of  lifteen  (^Oct.  16,  1S04)  he  enlisted  in  | 
the  L .  S.  navy,  for  two  years'  service,  and  was 
sent  to  a  receiving  ship.    Erom  this  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  "Gemsbok,"  then  attached  to  the 
blockading  squadron  off  the  coast  of  South  Caro- 
lina and  Georgia.    On  June  9,  1S65,  he  received 
his  discharge  and  returned  home. 

Mr.  Treat  had  found  the  life  of  a  sailor  pleasant, 
and  not  long  afterward  he  shipped  as  one  of  the 
crew  aboard  a  coasting  vessel,  sailing  through  Long 
Island  Sound  and  along  adjacent  shores.  This 
vocation  he  followed  for  eleven  years,  when  he 
determined  to  take  to  himself  a  wife  and  establish 
a  liome  of  his  own.  Accordingly,  in  the  fall  of 
187S,  he  abandoned  his  seafaring  career,  and  com-  | 
ing  to  ^Manchester  began  work  in  the  needle  factory 
of  H.  Lydall  &  Eoulds.  He  remained  in  that  gen- 
tleman's employ  until  1895,  by  which  time  through 
industry  and  economy,  he  had  accumulated  sufficient 
capital  to  engage  in  business  for  himself.  In  that 
year  he  erected  his  present  factory,  where  he  makes 
knitting  needles  of  the  description  used  in  woolen 
mills.  His  plant  has  a  capacity  of  about  3,000 
needles  per  day,  and  he  employs  from  eight  to 
fifteen  hands,  the  number  varying  according  to  the 
condition  of  the  market  and  the  demand  for  the  ; 
output.  Reference  has  been  already  made  to  ^Ir. 
Treat's  marriage,  which  took  place  July  4,  187S., 
when  he  was  united  to  3.1iss  }\Iargaret  E.  Paxson. 
One  child  has  been  born  to  them,  named  Mary  A. 
In  politics  Mr.  Treat  is  a  Republican.  He  is  a 
member  of  Drake  Post,  Xo.  4,  G.  A.  R.,  of  ^lan- 
chester. 

HON.  GEORGE  FRAXKLIX  HU^IPHREY, 
of  Bloomfield,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Canton 
Center,  Hartford  county,  Dec.  31,  1854,  and  is  a 
son  of  Alfred  F.  and  Lydia  A.  (Griswold) 
Humphrey. 

Alfred  F.  Humphrey  was  born  in  X^'ew  Hartford, 
Conn.,  in  1826,  and  was  a  son  of  the  late  George 
Humphrey,  a  farmer,  also  a  native  of  Xew  Hartford, 
Avho  married  Miss  Frances  ]\Iills,  of  Canton  Center, 
Conn.  He  resided  in  Smyrna,  N.  Y.,  from  1838 
imtil  his  death.  Alfred  F.  Humphrey  was  educated 
in  New  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  Smyrna,  N.  Y.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-four  he  rettirned  to  Canton  Center 
from  Smyrna,  whither  he  had  accompanied  his  fa- 
ther, and  married  Mrs.  Lydia  A.  Mills,  widow  of 
Anson  G.  ?vlills,  and  daughter  of  Chatmcey  G. 
Griswold.    To  this  union  were  born:  George  F., 


Fred  G.,  William  G.,  and  Hattie  (Mrs.  Lamphier), 
all  with  the  e.xcepuion  of  <.Ieorge  F.  being  residents 
of  Cantuu  Center.  Mr.  Humphrey  was  very  pron:- 
ineni  a.s  a  citizen,  and  as  a  Republican  lepresented 
his  party  in  the  State  Legislature  in  1870.  He 
served  as  selectman  and  assessor.  Fraternally  he 
v/as  a  member  of  \  iliage  Lodge,  Xo.  29,  F.  &  A. 
M.,  at  Collinsville.  lie  tlied  ni  the  faith  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  in  ^larch,  1S98. 

George  F.  Humphrey  was  primarily  educated  in 
the  district  school  of  Canton  Center,  supplemented 
by  an  attendance  at  the  Eastman  J'.usiness  College, 
in  Poughkeepsie,  X.  Y.  He  remained  under  the 
parental  roof  until  twenty-five  years  of  age,  arid  in 
the  spring  of  1880  married  Aliss  Ida  J.  Burr,  a 
daughter  of  Ambrose  Burr,  of  Bloomfield.  Tins 
happy  union  has  been  blessed  with  two  children : 
Alfred  A.,  born  March  3,  1881,  died  I'Vb.  24,  1890; 
and  George  Harold,  born  Dec.  21,  1887. 

]\Ir.  Humphrey  has  been  very  active  as  a  local 
politician,  has  served  his  fellow  townsmen  tliree 
terms  as  selectman,  and  is  still  an  incumbent  of  this 
office,  but  he  has  been  honored  with  a  high  office, 
that  of  member  of  the  State  Legislature,  to  which 
he  was  elected  in  the  fall  of  1896,  and  in  which,  as 
in  all  other  official  positions  he  has  held,  his  services 
have  been  of  the  most  effective  character.  Frater- 
nally he  is  a  member  of  Hiram  Lodge,  Xo.  98,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  and  also  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  the 
-Maccabees,  as  well  as  of  Tunxis  Grange,  X'o.  13,. 
P.  of  H.,  of  Bloomfield.  He  is  a  devout  member 
of  the  ^Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  his  walk 
through  life  has  won  for  him  the  respect  and  con- 
fidence of  all  who  know  him. 

SA^IUEL  G.  HAXCOCK.  Xo  better  illustra- 
tion of  the  characteristic  energy  and  enterprise  of 
the  typical  foreign-born  citizen  can  be  found  than 
that  afforded  by  the  career  of  this  gentleman,  now 
a  well-known  general  jobber,  tinner,  plumber  and 
stove  dealer  of  Southington.  Coming  to  this  coun- 
try with  no  capital  except  his  abilities,  he  has  made 
his. way  to  success  through  wisely-directed  eft'orts, 
and  can  look  back  with  satisfaction  upon  past 
struggles. 

IMr.  Flancock  was  born  in  Sheffield,  Yorkshire, 
England,  Sept.  7,  1850,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and 
Mary  Ann  (Grayson)  Flancock,  who  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  1867  on  the  ship  "Boston,"  and  located  in 
Union  City,  now  a  part  of  X'augatuck,  Conn.  There 
the  father  followed  his  trade,  that  of  cutler,  until 
1 87 1,  when  he  removed  to  Southington,  Conn.,  and 
worked  at  the  same  occupation  there  until  1S94. 
Fle  then  retired  on  account  of  old  age.  He  died 
Jan.  iS,  1899,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  In 
his  family  were  four  children  who  reached  man- 
hood and  womanhood:  Jane;  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
Harvey  Gray;  Samuel  G. ;  and  I-lmma,  wife  of 
John  Fcnton. 

The  first  seventeen  years  of  his  life  our  subject 
spent  in  his  native  land,  where  he  attended  the  pub- 
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lie  scluxils  for  a  short  time,  but  lie  is  practicallv  a 
sclf-oducatcd  as  well  as  a  self-made  man.  At  tlie 
ag'e  of  thirteen  he  beg-an  servinc;;  an  apprenticeship 
to  the  cutler's  trade  in  England,  and  finished  the 
same  in  Southington,  Conn.,  after  coming  to  this 
countrv  with  his  parents,  at  the  age  oi  seventeen 
years,  lie  continued  to  follow  that  vocation  until 
i8So.  when  he  embarked  in  his  present  business, 
which  he  has  since,  with  the  assistance  of  his  wife, 
carried  on  with  good  success.  In  1878  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of 
William  and  Mary  Coulson,  of  the  north  of  Eng- 
land. 

FREDERICK  ELESWORTH,  one  of  the  re- 
spected business  men  of  Hartford,  is  a  descendant  of 
one  of  tlie  earliest  settlers  of  this  part  of  Connecticut, 
and  in  his  long  successful  career  has  maintained  the 
reputation  borne  by  all  members  of  this  family  for 
honesty,  integrity  and  the  many  sterling  qualities 
•which  stand  for  good  citizenship  and  progress,  and 
command  respect  in  any  communit}',  large  or  small. 
Mr.  Ellsworth's  ancestors  have  all  been  extensive 
farmers  and  landowners  in  Elartford  county. 

Josias  Ellsworth,  the  first  of  whom  we  have 
record,  settled  in  Windsor  in  1646,  and  his  remains 
rest  in  the  cemetery  in  Old  Windsor.  His  son, 
Lieut.  John,  settled  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  in 
what  is  now  East  Windsor,  being  one  of  its  first  set- 
tlers, and  built  a  house  there  about  1694-95.  He 
•was  killed  some  time  later  by  a  falling  tree,  in  what 
is  now  Ellington,  Tolland  county.  He  had  two 
sons,  Capt.  John  and  Daniel.  Capt.  John  Ellsworth 
became  very  prominent  in  East  Windsor.  He  had 
a  son  Solomon,  who  was  born  in  East  Windsor,  and 
served  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  In 
1758  Solomon  Ellsworth  built  a  house  which  is  still 
(^1900)  standing,,  and  is  known  as  the  old  Ellsworth 
homestead,  tie  also  built  a  gristmill,  at  what  is 
called  Ketch  Hollow,  probably  about  1800. 

Abner  IMosley  Ellsworth,  son  of  Solomon,  and 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  \yas  born  on  the  old 
homestead  in  East  Windsur,  in  1771.  He  followed 
farming,  milling  and  manufacturing,  and  died  there 
in  1853  aged  eighty-three  years.  His  son,  Abner 
Mosley  Ellsworth,  was  born  on  the  old  honi.estead 
in  1804,  and  was  the  father  of  Frederick  Ellsworth, 
whose  name  opens  this  article.  Ele  was  associated 
with  his  father  in  business,  and  about  1826  thev  con- 
verted the  old  gristmill  into  a  cotton-mill ;  in  1836 
he  built  a  cotton-mill  at  Ketch  Hollow,  with  a  grist- 
mill in  the  basement,  the  establishment  being  known 
as  the  Central  Mills,  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  cotton  twine,  yarns  and  bagging,  conducting  the 
business  until  the  spring  of  1S46,  when  the  mills 
v/ere  destroyed  by  fire,  ^Ir.  Ellsworth  losing  all  his 
possessions.  This  misfortune  doubtless  contributed 
to  his  early  demise,  as  he  passed  away,  Sept.  24, 
1846.  Mrs.  Ellsworth  survived  her  husband  twenty 
years,  dying  Sept.  25,  1866.  She,  too,  was  a  native 
of  East  Windsor,  and  her  maiden  name  was  Lucy 


W.  Stoughton.  Their  familv  ci-nsisted  of  seven 
children:  hVederick  ;  Samuel  H.,  wlio  died  in  1856; 
Lucy  S.,  who  became  the  wife  of  Rev.  Samuel  B. 
Forbes,  and  died  in  1863;  Sarah,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  four  years;  Lemuel  S..  mention  of  whcm  is 
made  elsewhere,  a  resident  of  Sinisbury;  John,  nien- 
ticnied  below;  and  Hugh,  who  died  in  1872.  John 
Ellsworth  was  reared  on  the  old  homestead  in  East 
Windsor,  and  in  1862  enlisted  for  service  in  Coni- 
panv  G,  25tli  Conn.  \''.  I. ;  after  the  war  he  com- 
pleted his  preparatory  education  at  Williams  Col- 
lege, an.d  then  took  up  the  studv  of  law,  reading  with 
R^  D.  Hubbard  and  W.  W.  'McFarland,  ofllart- 
ford.  Conn.  He  was  admitted  to  the  I)ar  in  1867, 
and  in  the  fall  of  that  year  went  to  California,  where 
he  has  ever  since  remained,  taking  a  prominent  part 
in  public  affairs  from  the  beginning.  He  is  a  well- 
known  and  successful  lawyer,  and  for  a  number  of 
years  has  been  judge  of  the  superior  court ;  his  home 
is  at  Alameda. 

Frederick  Ellsworth  was  born  Jan.  25,  1833, 
on  the  old  Ellsworth  homestead  in  East  Windsor, 
which  he  and  his  son  now  own,  a  beautiful  estate 
comprising  some  430  acres  of  the  most  highly  im- 
proved land  in  the  town  in  which  it  lies.    He  was 
reared  and  educated  in  his  native  place,  attending  the 
common  schools  and  East  ^^'indsor  Hill  Academy, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1847  went  to  live  with  John  W. 
Stoughton,  on  a  farm  in  East  Windsor,  remaining 
with  him  three  years.    He  next  lived  on  the  farm  of 
his  uncle,  Lemuel  Stoughton,  for  a  few  years,  and  in 
the  spring  of  1852  went  to  Warehouse  Point,  wliere 
he  clerked  in  the  store  of  Roswell  Kingsbury  for  one 
year.    Returning  to  his  uncle's,  he  made  his  home 
with  him  until  1854,  wdien  he  went  to  Wilmington, 
X.  C,  clerked  in  a  store  there  about  a  year,  and 
then  returned  to  Connecticut.    In  1856  he  again 
v.-ent  South,  locating  in  Central  Georgia,  where  he 
remained  until  the  Civil  war  broke  out  in  1S61.  In 
May  of  that  year  he  left  Georgia,  and  coming  North 
went  to  Bloomington,  111.,  where  he  remained  until 
fall;  and  then  returned  to  Connecticut.    Soon  ai^er 
his  arrival  here  he  bought  a  farm  in  Simsbury.  Hart- 
ford county,  where  he  resided  three  years,  sellmg  at 
the  end  of  that  time.    While  a  resident  of  Sims- 
bury  he  took  an  active  interest  in  public  affairs,  and 
served  on  the  board  of  relief.    In  1862  he  was  ap- 
pointed provost  marshal's  chief  clerk,  of  the  First 
Connecticut  District,  with  headquarters  at  Hart- 
ford.   In  1863  he  was  appointed,  by  Secretary  of 
!  War  Stanton,  commissioner  of  the  provost  depart- 
!  nient  of  the  Fourth  District,  with  headquarters  at 
j  Bridgeport,  filling  that  position  a  few  months,  when 
;  he  returned  to   his   former  position   in  Harttord, 
j  which  he  filled  about  two  years.    In  October,  1865, 
I  he  again  went  to  Georgia,  and  carried  on  a  niercan- 
I  tile  business  there  for  two  years,  since  wlien  he  has 
j  made  his  home  in  Hartford.    Until  1873  Mr.  Ells- 
worth was  a  member  of  tlie  firm  of  Xorman  Hub- 
bard S:  Co.,  buyers  and  i>ackers  of  toliacco,  and  for 
I  the  last  quarter  of  a  century  he  has  been  engaged  in 
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haiulliui;-  fertilizers,  ili.ing-  a  profitable  wliolesale 
atul  retail  husine>s.  He  has  gaiiieil  aiul  retaiiieil 
an  enviable  standing  among"  the  substanlial  citizens 
oi  Hartford  county,  and  is  well  and  favorably  know  n 
both  personallv  and  in  a  business  way. 

In  October,  i8''h.i.  Mr.  Ellswt.irih  was  niarrieil,  in 
Georgia,  to  Miss  Georgia  Phel[is,  of  Forsyth,  that 
Slate,  and  this  union  was  blessed  with  one  child, 
Georgia.  Mrs.  Ellsworth  dying  in  iS66,  our  sub- 
ject, on  March  (>,  1867,  inarriei.1  Miss  Ellen  'Fuller, 
of  Sinisbury,  and  they  have  had  two  children,  Fred- 
erick H.,  who  is  a  civd  engineer  in  the  employ  of  the 
New  York  &  Xew  Haven  road, living  at  .\\w  Haven  ; 
and  Lucy  E.,  born  July  i,  1874,  who  died  .April  15, 
1880.  Mr.  Ellsworth  is  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  and  fraternally  he  is  a  Free  ]\lason, 
belonging  to  the  lodge  at  Tarittville.  His  political 
support  is  given  to  the  Republican  party.  He  is  a 
distant  relative  of  Judge  Slicpard,  of  the  appellate 
court  of  Chicago,  whose  grandfather  was  a  brother 
of  Mr.  Ellsworth's  grandfather. 

MARCUS  A.  DODGE.  Among  the  agricultur- 
ists of  West  Hartford  who  have  attained  success 
through  their  own  unaided  ettorts  is  the  gentleman 
whose  name  introduces  this  review.  He  is  one 
of  the  most  progressive  and  energetic  farmers  and 
dairymen  of  his  section  of  the  coimty,  and  is  a 
complete  master  of  the  calling  which  he  follows. 
His  sterling  integrity  and  honorable,  upright  man- 
hood, fully  entitles  him  to  the  position  which  he 
holds  in  the  estimation  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

Mr.  Dodge  was  born  in  Chenango  county,  X. 
Y.,  Xov.  21,  1847,  ^"<J  is  a  son  of  William  Dodge, 
who  was  conducting  a  hotel  in  California  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  in  1853.  At  the  age  of  eight 
years  our  subject  left  his  birthplace  and  went  to 
live  with  his  uncle,  Daniel  Dodge,  remaining  W'ith 
him  until  seventeen.  He  then  learned  the  art  of 
butter  and  cheese  making,  and  for  fifteen  or  more 
years  devoted  his  time  and  attention  to  that  occupa- 
tion. In  1884  he  came  to  West  Hartford,  and 
managed  the  Highland  Creamery  for  four  years. 
The  next  season  he  hafl  charge  of  a  creamery  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  then,  on  his  return  to  West  Flart- 
ford,  purchased  his  present  farm,  where  he  has 
since  carried  on  dairy  farming  with  most  gratifying 
results.  In  Chenango  county,  X.  Y.,  Mr.  Dodge 
married  Mrs.  Ceclia  Breed,  who  had  two  children 
by  her  former  marriage. 

WILLIAAI  DWIGHT  BEALAIOXT  is  one  of 
the  few  old-time  citizens  of  Burnside  avenuj,  Plast 
Hartford,  sj^ared  b\'  the  remorseless  vcars.  W  h.ere 
now  extends  a  beautiful  vista  of  elegant  homes  and 
well-kept  lawns  he  once  saw  fields  of  waving  grain. 
Here  as  a  boy  he  helped  to  cut  the  rye,  and  among 
the  broad  acres  of  his  father's  farm  he  plante<l,  cul- 
tivated and  gathered  the  crops,  which  was  the  task 
of  the  youth  of  his  native  jjlace  nearlv  three-fourths 
of  a  century  ago.    At  the  age  of  eighty  years  our 


subject  is  a  pros])erous  fanner  and  business  man, 
,  uinisual!}-  active  for  one  of  his  years.  Xalure  ta- 
!  vored  him  with  a  robust  constitution  and  a  rugged 
frame,  upon  which  there  are  no  corroding  marks 
of  early  dissipation.  Dadv  toil  has  l)cen  his  lot,  not 
idleness  and  foily.  and  the  splendid  type  of  his  man- 
hood is  that  which  has  struggled  and  won  in  llie 
hekis  of  sharp  ])rolonged  activity.  Xot  till  his 
eightieth  year  did  he  find  it  necessary  to  use  the 
glr.sses  which  men  of  half  his  age  now  so  frequently 
find  necessary. 

Mr.  Beaumont  was  born  in  East  Hartford,  July 
17.  1S19,  son  of  Elijah  and  Electa  Bemont  (as  his 
father  then  spelled  his  name).  His  ancestral  his- 
tory appears  elsewhere.  William  D.,  our  subject, 
in  his  boyhood  days  attended  school  in  the  old  school 
house  which  stood  in  East  Hartford  near  Center 
cemetery.  He  imbibed  knowledge  and  learning  fr.jni 
that  prince  of  old  edu:ators,  Salmon  Phelps,  like 
many  of  the  best  citizens  of  East  Hartford  of  his 
and  a  generation  succeeding.  This  school  fully  re- 
compensed in  thorough  training  what  perhaps  it 
lacked  in  the  finish  and  variety  of  modern  education. 
He  also  attended  a  select  school,  and  was  a  pupil 
in  Vir.  Wells'  school  at  East  Hartford.  Idle  days 
to  our  subject  were  unknown  in  his  boyhood  and 
I  youth.  It  was  in  an  age  before  improved  machinery 
j  arrived,  and  toilsome  work  bv  hand  was  the  common 
lot.  His  father  was  engaged  in  the  wood  business, 
an  extensive  and  important  industry  before  the  days 
j  of  coal,  and  when  our  subject  attained  manhood  he 
became  associated  iti  business  with  his  father  as  a 
partner.  Later  his  younger  brother,  Henry  G., 
v.-as  received  into  the  partnership.  They  dealt  also 
in  ship  timber,  making  heavy  consignments  to  Xew 
Bedford,  ^ilass.,  then  the  greatest  whaling  port  in 
the  Lnited  States.  The  growing  and  sale  of  melons 
was  added  to  tliis  trade,  besides  other  lines  of  com- 
mercial activity.  The  able  assistance  of  our  subject 
and  his  brother  extricated  their  father  from  an  in- 
debtedness which  he  had  contracted  earlier  in  life. 
This  business  arrangement  was  conducted  until 
earlv  in  the  'fifties,  when  our  subject  withdrew  from 
the  partnership  to  enter  the  teaming  business. 

Before  the  era  of  railroads  teaming  was  an  im- 
portant branch  of  transportation.  In  his  former 
business  with  his  father  and  brothers  they  had  al- 
ways kept  two  teams,  one  of  oxen  and  one  of  hors.^s. 
Our  subject  had  usualy  handled  the  ox-team,  and 
was  quite  skillful  in  that  kind  of  work.  Taking  up 
general  teaming  and  a  trucking  business,  he  con- 
tinued it  successfully  for  a  number  of  years.  The 
hauling  of  powder  from  the  mills  at  Burnsiile  to 
other  towns  and  railroad  depots  was  an  important 
proof  of  this  transportation.  In  those  days  it  was 
not  unusual  to  haul  powder  up  into  Xew  Hamp- 
shire,  and  to  Rhinebeck,  X.  Y.,  and  elsewhere. 
I  Many  loads  were  hauled  to  Xew  Haven,  and  the 
btter  haul  was  often  made  by  our  subject  at  night. 
His  days  vv'cre  usually  long,  and  the  weather  w.is 
no  bar  to  the  prosecution  of  his  business.    He  kept 
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from  tlirco  to  four  loams  cnQat;oil  in  i::vncral  truck- 
ing, antl  in  later  \ears  the  li;\ulin^-  ii!  eoal  \\'a>  an 
important  liranch  of  hi>  work.  lie  retired  troai 
active  life  years  ago.  and  k.as  ^inee  then  eni'  yed  the 
fruits  elf  his  busy  and  successful  husine,-^  career. 
He  has  huilt  an  elegant  Ir.inie  on  llurnside  avenue, 
where  as  a  voung  man  h.e  was  wont  to  cra<lle  grain, 
and  here  the  small  activities  ahout  his  home  give  that 
relief  from  idleness  which  to  a  man  of  his  active 
life  would  i^rove  distasteful. 

Mr.  Lleaumont  was  marriet!.  Aug.  u.  1847,  at 
Glastonbury,  to  Miss  Julia  .\.  House,  who  was  born 
March  17.  1S21,  daughter  of  William  and  Julia 
(Chapman)  House.  One  ch.iKl,  Fanny,  has  been 
born  to  this  union.  She  is  now  Mrs.  J.  Frank 
Cowlcs,  of  East  Hartford,  and  is  the  mother  of  two 
verv  interesting  children.,  Fthel  anil  I'rances  J.,  tlie 
pride  and  delight  of  their  grandfatlier. 

Mr.  Beaumont  cast  his  first  vote  for  William 
H.  Harrison,  and  in  ]iolitics  he  has  since  been  a 
Whig  or  Republican,  tliough  independetil  in  local 
elections.  Flimself  and  wife  are  members  of  tlie 
Congregational  Church.  Possessin"-  ample  means, 
and  a  most  comfortable  home,  he  maintains  the 
siniplicitv  of  his  earlier  years.  He  is  courteous  in 
bearing,  kind  and  generous  of  heart,  and  enjoys  a 
wide  acquaintanceship  in  Hartford  and  adjoining 
counties.  He  w"orthily  bears  the  name  which  m 
achievement  has  been  made  illustrious  in  the  history 
of  his  native  county  and  State. 

PARDOX  AUGUSTUS  WFHTXEY.  the  w^ell- 
known  superintendent  of  the  Southington  shops  of 
the  Peck,  Stow  &  \\'ilcox  Co.,  was  born  in  Wood- 
stock, Vt.  June  10,  1844. 

Mr.  Whitney  is  a  son  of  Aaron  \\'arren  and 
Harriet  (Leonard)  Whitney,  the  former  a  native 
of  Schroon.  X.  Y.,  the  latter  of  Woodstock,  W. 
Grandfather  Whitnev  served  in  the  war  of  1812. 
The  father  was  reared  in  his  Ijirthplace,  and  in  1883 
went  to  Woodstock,  where  he  learned  tlie  machin- 
ist's trade,  and  later  worked  as  a  journeyman  for  a 
cou])le  of  years.  In  1840  he  embarked  in  the  manu- 
facture of  tinner's  tools  and  machines,  in  which  he 
continued  at  that  place  until  1869,  and  the  following 
two  years  was  engaged  in  the  same  business  in 
Smithville,  X.  J.,  selling  out  at  the  end  of  that  time 
to  the  F'eck,  Stow  &  Wilcox  Co.  In  1871  he  came 
to  Southington,  where  for  a  time  he  was  employed 
as  inspector  by  that  company,  and  then  for  several 
years  was  engaged  in  the  grocer}-  trade.  He  died 
in  Southington,  Z^lay  15,  1877,  honored  and  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried, his  first  wife  being  Harriet  Leonard,  daugh- 
ter of  Capt.  James  and  Alary  (Driggs)  Leonard,  of 
Woodstock,  \'t.,  and  by  this  union  were  born  four 
children,  our  subject  being  the  only  son  to  reach 
years  of  maturity.  The  mother  died  Jan.  20,  1848, 
and  for  his  second  v.'ife  the  father  married  Lucia 
Tucker,  of  Royalton,  \'t.,  by  wIkjui  h.e  had  one  son, 
Foster  A. 


In  his  native  town  our  subject  grew  to  manhood, 
1  and  his  early  education  was  obtained  in  its  public 
schools.  Sulisequently  he  was  a  stiulent  at  ihe 
Burnham  Business  College,  Springfield,  Mass.  He 
servetl  a  four-years'  apprenticeship  to  the  machin- 
ist's trade  in  his  lather's  shop  at  Woodstock,  and 
contip.ued  in  his  father',■^  emjiloy  until  the  removal 
of  the  family  to  Smithville.  \.  J.,  when  he  became  i 
partner.  When  they  sold  the  plant,  in  1871,  he 
came  to  Southington  and  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Peck.  Stow  &  Wilcox  Co.,  having  charge  of  their 
bolt  shop  for  about  nine  years.  In  i87()  Mr.  Whit- 
ney went  to  Cleveland.  Ohio,  where  he  had  charge 
of  the  mechanical  (.lepartment  of  the  \\'ilcox.  Tread- 
way  Co.  for  thi"ee  years,  and  when  it  was  absorbed 
b\-  the  Peck,  Stow  iS:  Wilcox  Co.,  he  continued  with 
them  at  that  place  for  another  year.  Removing  to 
Chagrin  Falls,  Ohio,  he  was  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  racket  drills  at  th.at  jilace  for  a  vear  ami 
a  half,  and  then  went  to  Warsaw,  X.  Y.,  wh.ere  he 
purchased  an  interest  in  the  \'ariety  Machine  Co., 
and  had  charge  of  the  mechanical  department  of 
their  works  for  three  years.  In  the  fall  of  1S87  he 
returned  to  Southington,  and  has  since  held  his 
present  position  with  the  Peck.  Stow  &  Wilcox  Co., 
being  at  the  head  of  the  mechanical  department  of 
the  Southington  plant. 

During  the  Civil  war  Air.  Whitney  enlisted,  in 
August,  1862,  in  Company  C,  6th  \'t.  \'.  L,  and 
participated  in  all  the  engagements  in  which  the 
6th  Army  Corps  took  part.  With  the  exception  of 
a  two  weeks'  furlough  he  was  never  off  dutv  a 
single  day,  and  was  honorablv  discharged,  as  ser- 
geant, July  31,  1865,  after  two  years  and  eleven 
months  of  arduous  and  faithful  service. 

Mr.  Whitney  was  married  C)ct.  2,  1870,  to  Aliss 
Julia  Douglass,  a  daughter  of  Reuben  and  Catherine 
( Thomas )  Douglass,  of  Woodstock,  \'t.  Pier  fa- 
ther was  a  farmer  of  that  place,  and  a  son  of  Jolin 
Douglass,  a  native  of  Scotland,  who  became  a  farmer 
of  Flartland,  \'t.  Fler  maternal  grandparents, 
Phineas  and  Deborah  (Thomas)  Thomas,  were  also 
agriculturists  of  Woodstock.  The  Thomas  family 
was  formerly  of  Old  Middleboro.  Alass.  Mrs. 
W  hitney's  great-grandmother  was  Deborah  How- 
land,  a  descendant  of  John  Howland,  who  landed 
on  Plymouth  Rock  from  the  Alavtlower"  in  i(S20. 
Of  the  four  children  born  to  our  subject  and  his 
wife  only  two  survive:  Jennie  M.  and  Marv  Louise. 
Mr.  and  Airs.  Whitney  are  both  active  and  earnest 
members  of  the  I'irst  Congregational  Church  of 
."-Southington.  of  which  he  is  a  deacon.  Socially  he 
is  a  Knight  Templar;  politically  he  is  a  stanch  Re- 
imblican.  As  a  citizen,  friend  and  neighbor  he  is 
true  to  every  duty,  ancl  justlv  merits  the  high  es- 
teem in  which  he  is  held. 

AIAXXA  ALDERAl.VX,  an  honored  and  repre- 
sentative citizen  of  Burlinglfju,  was  liorn  there  Jan. 
12,  1S24,  and  belongs  to  one  of  the  oUlest  and  most 
highly-respected  families  of  Hartford  county. 
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The  ancestors  of  our  subject  were  from  Eng- 
land, and  wore  among  the  tirsi  settlers  of  the  Xew 
Kngland  I^tales.  His  grandfather,  Eli  Aklerman, 
was  the  tirst  of  tlie  riame  to  locate  in  the  town  of 
Burlington.  He  was  born  in  Granby.  then  a  [xtrl 
of  tlic  town  of  Sinisbury,  Hartford  county,  and  there 
grew  to  manhood,  and  engaged  in  farming  for  some 
years.  He  married  Eunice  Laird,  and  later  in  life 
they  removed  to  Burlington,  where  he  became  a 
farmer  and  land  owner.  Here  lliey  spent  tliC  re- 
mainder of  their  lives,  and  their  remains  were  in- 
terred in  what  is  known  as  the  Case  cemetery. 
Their  children  were  Eli,  Eunice,  John,  Esther, 
Truman,  Caroline  and  Chestine  (twins),  Polly, 
Manna  and  Sally,  all  now  deceasecl. 
.  Truman  Alderman,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Simsbtny,  and  was  twelve  years  of  age 
when  lie  came  with  his  parents  to  Burlington,  where 
he  attended  school  and  later  engaged  in  farming 
throughotit  life,  becoming  one  of  the  prosperous 
and  successful  citizens  of  his  communitv.  Ele  was 
a  large  land  owner,  and  operated  the  farm  now 
owned  by  our  subject.  He  was  noted  for  his  in- 
dustrv  and  honestv,  and  was  well  known  and  hitrhlv 
respected.  In  politics  he  was  independent,  and 
in  religion  was  a  consistent  and  faithftil  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  During  the 
war  of  1S12  he  aided  in  the  defense  of  the  country 
as  a  soldier  of  the  E'nited  States  army.  In  the 
town  of  Avon,  then  Farmington,  he  married  Julia 
Hadsell,  a  native  of  that  place,  and  to  them  were 
born  eleven  children :  Chestine,  deceased  wife  of 
Theodore  Levensworth  ;  !Manna ;  Eunice ;  Orpha, 
who  died  in  infancy:  Orpha  Eunice,  who  died 
young;  Julia  Antoinette,  who  died  unmarried;  Ellen 
Jeannette ;  Rhoda  r\[aria,  wife  of  Ozias  Tvlunger; 
Trimian  Andrew,  who  inarried  Ellen  Lewis ;  Pier- 
ditt,  who  married  Augusta  Lewis ;  and  Joseph,  who 
died  in  infancy.  The  father  died  at  the  age  of 
fifty-three  years,  and  was  btiried  in  the  Case  ceme- 
tery. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  indebted  to  the 
public  schools  of  Burlington  for  his  educational 
privileges,  and  early  in  life  he  became  familiar  with 
the  duties  which  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  agriculturist. 
After  his  father's  death  he  took  charge  of  the  old 
homestead,  and  has  since  success  full  v  engaged  in 
general  farming,  stock  raising,  dairying,  lumber- 
ing, and  also  in  the  distilling  of  cider  brandy.  An 
upright  and  reliable  business  man,  he  has  met  with 
well-deserved  success  in  his  undertakings,  and  is 
now  quite  well-to-do. 

At  Plainville,  Conn.,  in  1847,  Alderman 
married  ^Jiss  Maria  Howe,  a  native  of  Farmington, 
and  a  daughter  of  Ira  and  Maria  Marilla  (Atkins) 
Howe.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Plymouth, 
Conn.,  and  a  prosperous  citizen  of  Farmington. 
Mrs.  Alderman's  maternal  grandfather,  David  At- 
kins, was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  The 
children  born  to  our  subject  and  his  wife  are  as 
follows:    (I )  Joseph  Chauncey  is  now  a  farmer  of 


Montana.  (2)  Marilla  Beatrice  is  the  wife  of 
Huron  Henry,  of  Xew  Haven,  Conn.,  and  they 
have  three  children,  Fred,  .Myron  IC.  and  Beatrice 
May.  {^^)  'J'ruman  A.,  a  resident  of  Ohio,  mar- 
ried l-'rances  Woodruff,  and  h:is  two  children,  Edith 
.May  and  l'>ernice.  {4)  Sereno,  who  is  engaged 
in  farming  near  the  homestead,  married  Rosa  San- 
sell.  (5)  Clarence,  a  farmer,  married  .-Mice  Bun- 
nell. (6)  Elliott,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  on 
the  homestead,  married  Corinna  Lagerstrom,  and 
has  three  children,  Ernest,  .\rthur  and  Gladys.  (7) 
Lena  Belle  married  Philip  Hodge,  and  has  four 
children,  ^^fartin  Ray,  luhel,  Clayton  and  Vera 
Belle.  Vor  over  fifty  years  .Mr.  and  Mrs.  .Mder- 
man  have  traveled  life's  journey  together,  sharing 
its  joys  and  sorrows,  and  in  1897  they  celebrated 
their  Golden  Wedding.  They  are  now  well  ad- 
vanced in  years,  btit  are  still  in  the  possession  of  all 
their  faculties,  and  have  reason  to  feel  that  their 
lives  have  not  been  spent  in  vain.  They  are  widely 
known  and  highly  respected,  and  yirs.  Alderman  is 
a  consistent  member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
Mr.  .\lderman  is  liberal  in  his  religious  views,  and 
independent  in  politics. 

HON.  HORACE  DAVIS  P.\YXE,  treasurer 
and  manager  of  the  Central  Xew  England  Brick  Co., 
and  a  well-known  citizen  of  Kensington,  Avas  born  in 
East  Haddam,  ^vliddlesex  Co.,  Conn.,  Aug.  19,  1870, 
and  is  a  son  of  Clarence  De  Wolf  and  Laura  (Car- 
ter) Payne,  the  latter  of  whom  is  still  living,  and 
makes  her  home  with  her  daughter,  in  ]\Ieriden, 
Conn.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Sag  Harbor, 
Long  Island,  X.  Y.  At  the  age  of  si.xteen  years  he 
enlisted  in  the  13th  Conn.  Vo\.  from  X'ew  London, 
Conn.,  and  served  through  the  war  of  1861  to  1865, 
when  he  came  to  East  Haddam,  where  he  was 
superintendent  and  manager  of  the  U.  S.  Broom  & 
Brush  Co.,  tmtil  1878  when  he  accepted  a  position 
in  ^Nleriden,  Conn.,  as  foreman  in  one  of  the  depart- 
ments of  the  }tlanning  &  Bowman  Co.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  Lodge  at  East  Haddam, 
and  many  other  fraternal  organizations.  He  died 
at  Zvleriden,  Conn.,  in  July,  18S4.  In  the  family  of 
Clarence  De  W.  and  Laura  Payne  were  three 
children:  Clarence  De  \\'olf,  born  Sept.  9,  1866, 
died  at  the  age  of  ten  years ;  Winogene  Carrie,  born 
Aug.  29,  1868,  is  now  the  wife  of  Elias  T.  Sills,  who 
is  in  the  stationery  and  novelty  business  in  Meriden ; 
and  Horace  Davis. 

Horace  D.  Payne  attended  the  public  schools  of 
East  Haddam  until  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  then 
accepted  a  position  as  clerk  in  the  post  office  at 
that  place.  At  the  end  of  a  year  he  was  appointed 
assistant  {lostmaster  mider  Sidney  B.  \\'arner,  dur- 
ing President  Cleveland's  first  administration,  and 
filled  that  position  until  May,  1888,  when  he  came 
to  Berlin  as  bookkeeper  for  the  C.  P.  Merwin  P.rick 
Company,  with  which  he  remained  until  March, 
1898.  At  that  time  he  was  made  treasurer 
and  manager  of  the  Central  Xew  England  Brick 
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Co.,  general  office  in  Xow  Britain,  and  lias  held  the 
position  ever  since.    They  do  an  ainuial  hnsiness 
of  ?5cX).CKXi.  handling-  from  fifty  million  to  sixty  ' 
nn'Uion  brick  \kv  \'ear.    Mr.  Payne  is  a  self-made  ; 
man  in  the  ti  ue  sense  of  that  oft  misnscd  term,  and 
has  never  lost  a  day's  pay  since  he  began  work, 
at  the  age  of  fonrteen  years.     By  his  weil-ilirccted 
efforts,  unliriii-.;  industry  and  good  management 
he  has  met  with  success.    He  is  also  treasurer  and 
director  in  the  C.  P.  Merwin  Brick  Co.,  which  has 
a  capital  stock  of  875,000  and  a  capacity  of  tiftecu  \ 
million  common  and  hollow  brick  per  }ear.  | 

On  Feb.   19,   1S95,  Mr.  Payne  married  Miss  : 
!Maude  Merwin,  who  was  born  Sept.  9,  1874,  a  ! 
daughter  of  Homer  Smith  and  !Mary  (Tnttle)  Aler- 
win,  of  Merwin"s  I'oint,  Conn.    Her  father  was 
fonnerly  in  tlie  brick  business  in  Berlin.    Our  sub- 
ject and  his  wife  have  one  daughter,  Barbara  Mer-  [ 
win,  born  ]March  15,  1896.    IMrs.  Payne  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Kensington  Congregational  Church,  and  j 
of  Emma  Hart  Willard  Chapter,  D.  A.  R.,  of  Ken-  i 
sington.  j 

In  his  political  views  ^Ir.  Payne  is  an  ardent 
Republican,  and  he  takes  a  deep  and  commendable  j 
interest  in  public  affairs.    Although  still  a  young  1 
man  he  has  become  a  leader  in  political  circles,  and 
in  1898  was  elected  representative  to  the  State  Legis- 
lature on  the  Republican  ticket  over  Louis  E.  Kilby  - 
by  a  majority  of  137 — the  largest  majority  given 
any  candidate  for  that  office  in  the  town  of  Ber- 
lin, running  ahead  of  his  ticket  thirtv-seven  votes.  ! 
He  was  drawn  into  politics  by  his  friends,  and  not  I 
only  received  the  support  of  the  Republicans,  but 
also  that  of  his  many  friends  in  the  Democratic  I 
party.    He  was  a  member  of  the  school  committee  \ 
of  District  Xo.  2  for  two  vears.  and  treasurer  of  the  | 
same  for  one  year,  and  on  June  5,  1899,  was  elected  ! 
a  member  of  the  consolidated  school  committee. 
All  duties  devolving  upon  him  he  has  discharged  ; 
in  a  most  commendable  and  satisfactory  manner,  \ 
and  he  stands  deservedly  high  in  business,  social  ! 
and  political  circles.    Fraternally,   Mr.   Payne  is  i 
a  member  of  Xew  Britain  Council,  Xo.  738,  Royal  i 
Arcanum ;  of  Harmony  Lodge,  Xo.  20,  F.  &  A.  ^l., 
of  Xew  Britain ;  and  of  Pequot  Council,  Xo.  24,  i 
O.  U.  A.  j\L,  of  Berlin,  Connecticut. 

CHARLES  BELL,  an  enterprising  and  thrifty  ' 
agriculturist  of  the  town  of  Glastonbury,  is  the  ! 
owner  of  a  fine  homestead,  and  has  recently  com-  ' 
pleted  one  of  the  most  attractive  residences  in  that  ; 
locality.  His  prosperity  has  been  gained  through  ' 
hard  work  and  good  management,  and  his  career 
furnishes  an  excellent  example. 

Mr.  Bell  is  of  German  ancestry,  and  his  father, 
John  Bell,  a  native  of  Baden,  served  in  the  German  1 
army  when  a  young  man.    In  1852  John"  Bell  came  ! 
to  America  with  his  young  bride,  Hannah  (Frye),  ■ 
the  voyage,  which  lasted   forty  days,  making  a 
pleasant  wedding  trip.    On  arriving  in  Xew  York 
the  serious  question  of  gairiing  a  livelihood  con-  ' 


fronted  him,  as  he  had  but  live  dollars  in  luoney, 
and  for  some  time  he  worked  at  an_\thnig  he  could 
find  to  do.  Learning  that  it  was  easier  to  secure 
employment  in  the  ^maller  towns,  he  came  to  Hart- 
l\'rd,  by  boat,  and  on  tlie  wav  chanced  to  meet  a 
^Ir.  rimrston,  of  Suffield,  who  was  going  to  Hart- 
ford to  tiuvl  help  for  his  farm.  A  bargain  was 
quickly  made,  and  the  journey  from  Llartford  to 
Suffield  was  made  in  a  dump  cart  which  Mr.  Thurs- 
ton had  bought  in  Hartford.  Mr.  Bell  and  his  wife 
had  with  them  their  earthly  belongings,  the  cart 
holding  them  all,  and  they  made  their  permanent 
home  at  Suffield,  managing  to  buy  a  small  farm  at 
the  Center.  Air.  Bell  worked  some  time  for  Mr. 
Thurston  at  small  wages,  and  for  about  twenty-tive 
years  was  employed  as  se.xton  of  the  Baptist  and 
Congregational  Churches  and  the  local  cemetery. 
He  died  in  18S9,  and  his  widow  still  resides  in  Suf- 
field. Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  six 
children,  the  others  being:  John  F.,  who  died  in 
early  manhood;  Lucy,  who  married  John  W'elles, 
of  Athol,  Mass.;  Kate,  who  married  John  [Merrill, 
a  farmer  in  Suffield;  Hannah,  who  married  ( first  j 
Alartin  .Stier,  and  (second)  Clarence  Taylor,  of 
Suffield ;  and  George,  who  married  Belle  Adams, 
and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Suffield. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Xew  York  City  Feb. 
9,  1854,  and  attended  the  district  schools  of  Suf- 
field and  the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute.  He  as- 
sisted in  the  work  of  the  home  farm  until  his  mar- 
riage, when  he  bought  a  small  farm  of  his  brother- 
in-law,  John  Merrill.  Two  years  later,  seeing  a 
better  .opportunity  in  Glastonbury,  he  purchased 
fifty  acres  of  his  present  farm  from  his  sister-in- 
law,  Mrs.  2\Iarie  B.  Geiger.  He  has  made  many 
improvements,  building  barns  and  sheds,  besides  his 
handsome  residence,  which  was  finished  in  1898, 
and  from  time  to  time  he  has  enlarged  the  estate, 
until  it  now  contains  sixty-two  acres.  In  politics  he 
is  a  Democrat,  although  in  local  affairs  he  is  liberal, 
and  for  three  years  he  served  as  selectman.  He 
belongs  to  Elm  Lodge,  Xo.  53,  I.  O.  O.  I*'.,  at  Glas  - 
tonbury. For  some  years  he  had  been  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church  at  Suffield,  but  at  present  he  and 
his  family  attend  the  Congregational  Church  at 
Buckingham.  Mr.  Bell  married  Miss  [Mary  Annie 
Aliller,  and  they  have  had  four  children:  Clara, 
born  Dec.  16,  1878,  died  in  1899;  Edwin  C,  born 
Oct.  6,  1880;  Burton  J.,  born  May  25,  1882;  and 
Etta  R.,  born  Sept.  12,  1886. 

[Mrs.  Bell,  who  has  been  an  efficient  aid  to  her 
husband,  was  born  [March  26,  1859,  in  Wittenberg, 
Germany,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Katherine 
(Welch)  [Miller.  Her  father  was  a  teamster  in  Gcr- 
man.y  in  early  manhood,  and  as  railroads  did  not 
then  e.xist  he  frequently  made  long  trips  into  neigh- 
boring countries.  In  1864  he  came  to  America, 
landing  at  Xew  York  June  10,  and  located  in  Glas- 
tonbury, Conn.,  where  his  sister-in-law,  [Mrs.  I'rcd 
Hutt,  was  living.  After  working  for  some  time 
in  the  soap  factory  of  J.  B.  Williams,  and  the  tan- 
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nory  owmnl  I)y  Mr.  ]'>rv\-ulluavl.  he  Iiou^lit  a  farm 
near  our  suhjoot's  present  linme,  known  as  tlie  "]o- 
seph  Wickliam"  t'arni.  He  Wiec!  there  April  ll, 
1881.  lie  was  married  in  ( ierman\  in  |anuar\, 
1845,  and  his  wife,  who  wa.--  I)omi  i).  iSj_^.  (hed 

in  (ilastonhury  i<;,  iSSi>.     (  )i  their  ten  ehil- 

dren.  (i)  Maria  Uarliara,  horn  Dee.  17.  184(1,  mar- 
ried tlie  late  John  Geoj;er,  and  resides  in  Water- 
bury,  Conn.;  (2)  John  Luduiii".  born  Sept.  12,  1848. 
married  Katlierine  I'.urk,  and  settled  in  W  illiams- 
burg, a  farmer  and  coal  dealer;  13)  Samuel  died 
in  infancy;  (4)  John  Cleorge,  an  engineer,  married 
Kate  Singeley.  and  resitles  in  llartfortl;  (5)  Sam- 
uel (2)  died  in  infancy;  ((>)  Sanniel  (t,}  married 
Kate  Crabbs.  and  settled  in  Waterbury  (he  is  an  en- 
gineer by  occupation  I  :  (7)  Mrs.  r)ell  was  the  next 
in  order  of  birth;  ^8l  fllizalieth  Katlierine  and  (9) 
Rose  IMargarette  (twins)  were  Ijorn  July  24.  i8()i 
(the  former  married  David  Fladd.  of  iilastonhury, 
and  the  latter  wedded  Gustavus  Rymarehzick,  a  de- 
signer, in  Boston)  ;  (10)  Fredericka  Christina,  born 
in  Glastonbury  in  1864,  was  the  only  child  born  in 
America ;  she  married  Frederick  Schonhaar,  of 
Glastonbur}-. 

LEROY  M.  COWLES.  \\'ithout  doubt  our 
readers,  in  tracing  their  ancestral  lines  to  the  point 
where  imcertain  tradition  brings  their  researches 
to  an  early  and  unsatisfactory  end,  have  realized 
the  value  to  future  generations  of  this  attempt  to 
preserve  in  substantial  form  the  information  still 
obtainable. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a  prominent  resi- 
dent of  Xew  Britain,  is  more  fortunate  than  some 
in  having  a  record  of  his  family  through  nine  gen- 
erations previous  to  his  own,  reaching  back  to  John 
Cowles,  a  native  of  England,  who  came  to  Massa- 
chusetts about  1635  ;  removed  to  Hartford,  Conn., 
prior  to  1639.  and  settled  in  Farmington,  Conn.,, 
in  1640.  About  1663  he  went  to  Hadley  (now 
Hatfield),  ^Mass.,  where  he  died  in  1675.  He  is 
supposed  to  be  the  progenitor  of  all  bearing  that 
name  in  America  except  the  descendants,  not  nu- 
merous, of  three  brothers,  Thomas,  John  and 
Henry  Cowdes,  who  came  from  England  to  James 
City  county,  \'a.,  about  1740.  John  Cowles  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Farmington,  Conn. ; 
deacon  and  pillar  of  the  church  :  member  of  the 
General  Court  or  Legislature  of  Connecticut ;  con- 
stable and  townsman,  all  offices  of  honor  in  those 
days.  He  was  also  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Had- 
ley, Mass..  and  of  Hatfield,  Mass.  His  widow, 
Hannah,  died  in  Hartford  in  iC^S^.  They  had  two 
sons,  Samuel  and  John  (2j,  and  five  daughters, 
all  of  whom  married  well  and  have  worthy  de- 
scendants at  the  present  time.  John  (2)  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  Massachusetts,  and  became 
the  progenitor  of  the  ^lassachusetts  Ijranch  of  the 
family. 

(II)  Samuel  Cowles,  the  liead  of  the  Connecti- 
cut branch,  was  lj<jrn  in  1639,  and  died  in  169 1.  FIc 


remained  in  Farmington  after  the  removal  of  the 
rest  of  the  family  to  Massachusetts. 

!        (Ill)  Timothy  Cowles,  the  next  in  the  line  of 

I  descent,  was  born  in  lOM),  and  died  in  173''. 

!        (1\  .)  W  illiam  Cowles,  son  of  Timothy,  was  born 
in         ,  and  dietl  in  1771. 

(\")  William  Cowles,  son  of  William  (I\"), 
was  horn  in  1728,  and  died  in  i8aS. 

(\'l)  John  Cowles.  our  subject's  grcat-great- 
grandlalher,  was  born  in  1753.  and  died  in  1821. 

J        1,\H)  Aiisoii  Cowles,  the  great-grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  1781. 

(\T11)  Romanta  Cowles.  our  subject's  grand- 
father, was  born  in  1808  in  East  Flartford,  and  in 
earlv  manhood  was  engaged  in  farming  there  in 
connection  with  the  mason's  trade.  In  1840  he 
removed  to  a  farm  in  Glastonlniry,  but  his  skill 
as  a  mason  brought  him  a  somewhat  extensive 
business  in  that  line,  and  at  one  time  he  and  his 
three  sons  were  employed  in  building  the  Colt's 
Armory  in  Flartford.  For  more  than  sixty  years 
h-C  read  the  Hartford  Coiirant,  and  although  lie  did 
not  care  for  office  he  took  much  interest  in  polit- 
ical affairs,  being  a  strong  Republican.  Fie  was 
a  Congregationalist  in  religion,  and  was  always 
active  in  the  work  of  the  church.  His  death  oc- 
curred about  1888,  and  his  wife,  Cornelia  Flills, 
died  about  1885.  They  had  the  following  children: 
^Morris  A.;  Erastus  R.,  who  died  in  November, 
1898;  Anson  D. ;  Sarah  M.,  who  married  Frank 
^lansur,  of  Brooklyn,  X.  Y. ;  Alary  C,  wife  of 
Edward  B.  Hodge ;  and  Hattie,  who  died  in  child- 
hood. The  Flills  family  was  prominent  in  East 
Hartford,  and  Hillstown,  where  our  subject's 
grandmother  was  born,  was  named  in  their  honor. 
Cornelia  Hills  l:ad  two  brothers  (Osman,  a  resi- 
dent of  Hillstown,  and  Edwin)  and  three  sisters 
(Airs.  Bidwell.  Mrs.  Rathburn  and  Airs.  Spencer). 

(IX)  Alorris  .-Vdair  Cowles,  our  subject's  fa- 
ther, was  born  in  1S31,  at  Hillstown,  where  he 
remained  until  the  age  of  eighteen,  his  education 
being  obtained  in  the  common  schools.  By  trade 
he  was  a  mason,  and  he  had  an  extensive  business 
as  a  contractor.  Fie  was  of  robust  physique,  and 
stood  six  feet  two  in  his  stockings,  wdiile  mentally 
he  was  no  less  forceful,  his  judgment  being  un- 
usually sound  and  his  strong-  will  keeping  him 
"four  square  to  every  wind"  that  blows.  Polit- 
ically he  was  a  Republican,  and  in  religious  faith 
adhered  to  the  Congregational  Church,  in  which  he 
was  reared  under  his  mother's  teachings.  His 
record  as  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war  is  an  honorable 
one.  as  he  enlisted  in  1861  in  a  Conn.  \'.  I.  regiment, 
and  was  afterward  transferred  to  the  Harris  Light 
Cavalry ;  he  was  mustered  out  as  a  sergeant  in 
1865.  h'rom  the  organization  of  Stanley  Lost,  (i. 
.\.  R.,  at  Xew  Britain,  he  was  an  active  member, 
and  as  a  citizen  his  public  spirit  was  ever  .shown  in 
many  ways.  He  died  in  Xovember.  i8()i;.  Mr. 
Cowles  married  Aliss  Mary  Jane  Riclimond,  by 
whom  he  had  three  children:  Leroy  M.,  our  subject  ; 
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Jaincson  r>.,born  in  1850. now  a  tannor  ami  mechanic 
in  Southiiiirion  ;  and  llcrtlia  1..  wife  of  IUti  Lociinis, 
a  farmer  of  near  W'esttieUl.  Ma->.  The  motlier  of 
this  familv  was  Ii. ^rn  in  183' >,  thed  in  Xovembcr, 
188S.  Her  parents.  luhnond  and.  Lucinda  i^r.ailey) 
KiclnntMid.  were  hij^hly  eslec'.ned  residents  of  Glas- 
ti-vnhnrv.  where  iier  latlier  was  enL;a,i;eil  in  business 
as  a  b!ack^;nit!i.  Th.e  following-  chilih^en  were  Ixirn 
to  Edmond  and  l.ncin.da  Richmond  :  Echiiond,  a  res- 
ident of  Lyme,  Conn.:  Eilwin  uwin  of  luhm-'ml). 
wlio  died  in  East  Hartford  in  November.  181 ;8:  An- 
drew, who  also  died  in  Xovember,  i8gS;  Marv 
Jane,  our  subject's  mother :  Francis  ;  and  Collins,  a 
veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  who  is  in  the  Soldiers" 
Home  at  Xoroton,  Connecticut. 

(X)  Lerc)y  >L  Cowles  was  born  in  Cdastonbury 
July  2,  1S55,  and  was  educated  in  the  publie  schools 
and  the  academy  of  that  town,  attending:  summer 
and  winter  until  he  reached  the  age  of  sixteen.  His 
excellent  memory  enabled  him  to  secure  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  branches  taugnt,  and  since  leaving 
school  he  has  given  much  attention  to  history  and 
current  events.  At  seventeen  he  went  to  Hartford 
and  learned  the  trade  of  mason,  working  under  his 
father  for  iliram  Hills,  on  the  Buckingham  build- 
ing. He  served  a  three-years'  apprenticeship,  get- 
ting one  dollar  per  dav,  and  paying  his  board,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  first  year  he  found  himself  S40  in 
debt,  the  amount  being  taken  out  of  his  next  year's 
wages.  After  learning  the  trade  he  followed  it  as 
journeyman  in  Hartford,  and  about  1S81  he  re- 
moved to  X""ew  Britain  to  take  a  position  as  foreman 
for  Cornelius  E  Hills.  He  had  charge  of  the  erec- 
tion of  the  electric-light  plant  and  other  structures, 
including  the  new  depot,  following  his  trade  until 
the  fall  of  i8q3.  and  for  a  short  time  was  with  'Mr. 
Hills  at  the  "Columbia  Hotel."  On  June  i,  1895, 
he  was  appointed  by  Sheriff  Eilwin  J.  Smitli,  dep- 
uty sheriff  for  Hartford  count}-,  for  four  years,  the 
duties  of  the  office  requiring  his  attention  during 
that  time;  in  June,  1899,  he  was  re-appointed  for 
a  similar  term.  For  five  years  he  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  police  force,  and  for  twelve  years  has 
been  a  member  of  the  ftre  department,  being  at  pres- 
ent foreman  of  Engine  Company  Xo.  2.  As  a  Re- 
publican he  has  taken  an  active  part  in  politics,  and 
at  one  time  he  served  as  constable  of  the  town  of 
New  Britain,  v.diile  he  is  now  chairman  of  the 
Fourth  ward  town  committee  of  Xew  Britain. 
For  eight  vcars  he  was  drum-major  of  the  X'ew 
Britain  City  Band  (now  the  I'hilharmonic  Band), 
and  socially  he  and  his  familv  are  identified  with  a 
refined  circle.  For  fifteen  years  he  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Order  of  Imited  American  ^Mechanics, 
and  he  also  ])clongs  to  the  Order  of  Red  Men,  the 
Knights  of  the  Golden  Eagle,  and  the  Knights  of 
Pythias. 

On  July  4.  1875,  yir.  Cowles  married  Miss  Ma- 
rion Victoria  .Sears,  daughter  of  Fie  nry  Scars  and 
Nancy  Sears,  well-known  residents  of  Glastonbury, 


where  her  father  was  a  foreman  in  a  cotton-mill. 
The  onlv  child  of  this  uniun,  Claude  L.,  was  born 
in  1870,  and  died  in  1884. 

CHARLES  TREAT  I"ORBES,  an  old-time 
and  highly  respected  farmer  of  Hockanum.  is  de- 
scended from  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  honored 
families  of  the  State,  being  a  great-grandson  of 
Capt.  2\Ioses  Forbes,  a  hero  of  the  Revolutionary 
war,  who  was  the  father  of  five  daughters  and  one 
son,  the  latter  born  in  a  house  that  stood  immedi- 
ately north  of  the  present  home  of  Charles  T. 
b'orbes,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  This  son.  Muses 
Forbes,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  married 
Elizabeth  Goodwin,  a  native  of  Hartford,  and  to  the 
imion  were  born  seven  children :  Flart,  born  Oct. 
21,  1789,  married  Heppy  Flills,  and  died  Oct.  13, 
1S16  (his  son,  Hart  Hills  Forbes,  married  Julia  A. 
Wright):  Florace,  born  July  19,  1792,  married, 
and  died  Aug.  7,  1S74 :  Orrin,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, born  April  18,  1794,  died  April  5,  1868; 
Elizabeth,  born  Dec.  11,  1797.  was  married  to  John 
Xeff,  and  died  May  3,  1868:  Mary  was  born  June 
27,  1800:  Anna,  born  Jan.  13,  1803,  died  Oct.  8, 
1808;  and  Irene,  born  April  9,  1805,  died  Julv  15, 
1871.  '  ' 

Orrin  Forbes  was  born  in  the  house  now  owned 
and  occupied  by  his  son,  Charles  T.,  and  attended 
school  just  north  of  his  home.  Fie  was  reared  a 
farmer,  and  Dec.  14,  1815,  he  married  Ruth  Risley, 
a  native  of  East  Hartford,  and  daugliter  of  John 
Risley.  To  this  marriage  was  born  one  child, 
Horace,  who  learned  the  tinner's  trade  in  Hartford, 
and  died  X'ov,  5,  i860,  in  Northport,  Canada.  Mrs. 
Ruth  Forbes  was  called  away  Oct.  15.  1819,  and 
Mr.  Forbes  for  his  second  wife  wedded  Miss  ]Mary 
Treat,  daughter  of  Salmon  Treat,  and  also  a  native 
of  East  Hartford.  This  union  was  crowned  with 
seven  children:  Elizabeth  R.,  born  Dec.  17,  1822, 
was  married  Jan.  i,  1845,  to  George  R.  Curtis,  of 
the  Curtis  ]\Ianufacturing  Co.,  of  Xaubuc,  and  died 
Oct.  22,  1886;  Jane  M.,  born  :\Iarch  24,  1825,  died 
single,  Sept.  9,  18S6;  ]\Iarshall  Lee,  born  July  29, 
1828,  married  Susan  Hall,  in  W'allingford,  and  was 
a  plater  with  the  Britannia  Co.,  at  }\Ieriden  :  Edwin 
Treat,  born  May  23,  1830,  died  in  1836;  Julia  A., 
born  June  24,  1832,  is  unmarried,  and  lives  with 
her  voungest  brother,  Charles  T. ;  Henry  S.,  born 
Aug.  15,  1834,  married  Henrietta  Burnbam,  of 
Berlin,  lived  in  Meriden,  and  there  died  [March  20, 
1894  (his  wife  passed  away  Xov.  9,  1886)  ;  Charles 
Treat,  our  subject,  and  the  youngest  of  these  seven 
children,  was  born  Nov.  5,  1836. 

Charles  Treat  Forbes  was  born  on  the  north- 
west corner  of  High  street  and  X'aubuc  avenue,  in 
a  house  which  stood  near  his  present  home.  He 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools,  and  assisted 
his  father  on  the  farm  until  the  latter's  death,  which 
occurred  April  5,  1868,  when  he  assumed  charge  of 
the  place,  wdiich  comprises  fifty  acres,  and  which  he 
has  successfully  cultivated  ever  since,  although  he 
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rents  out  a  portion,  as  he  is  but  in  fcoblo  health 
and  is  liiniselt  unable  to  perform  manual  labor  to 
an\-  great  extent. 

Un  Jan.  ii,  iS;"i,  Mr.  Forbes  was  married  to 
Miss  Louisa  b'orbes,  daughter  of  Leonard  Forbes, 
and  to  this  union  was  born,  i'eb.  J,  1873.  one  child, 
Louis  Charles,  who  died  on  the  T9th  ot  September 
following;  the  death  of  the  mother  took  place 
Feb.  27,  1873,  and  the  remains  of  hoih  are  interred 
in  Hockanum.  Mr.  Forbes  is  a  quiet,  benevolent, 
and  retincd  gentleman,  who  enjoys  the  esteem  of  all 
his  neighbors,  lie  is  a  dcacun  in  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  having  succeeded  the  late  Franklin 
Brewer,  and  in  politics  is  a  Republican. 

THEODORE  ALEXAXI^ER  ST.WLEY. 
The  science  of  agriculture  has  made  great  progress 
in  modern  times,  revolutionizing  methods  and  in- 
creasing vastly  the  productive  power  of  our  lands. 
Among  the  able  and  talented  young  men  who  have 
chosen  agriculture  as  a  pursuit  and  made  a  thorough 
study  of  its  possibilities  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
a  prominent  resident  of  the  town  of  New  Britain, 
and  his  fine  estate  is  a  model  of  scientitic  manage- 
ment, his  homestead  being  regarded  as  one  of  the 
best  in  Hartford  county. 

Mr.  Stanley  is  a  representative  of  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  distinguished  families  of  this 
county,  and  is  of  the  tenth  generation  in  direct  de- 
scent from  John  Stanley,  an  Englishman,  who 
started  for  ^Vmerica  in  1634,  but  died  while  at  sea, 
leaving  an  estate  in  goods  and  money  amounting 
to  £116.  The  name  of  the  wife  of  this  ancestor  is 
not  known.  They  had  three  children  :  John ;  Ruth, 
born  in  1629,  who  married  Isaac  Alore ;  and  an  in- 
fant, unnamed,  wh.o  was  born  and  died  in  1634. 

(H)  Captain  John  Stanley,  the  next  in  the  line  of 
descent,  was  born  in  England  in  1624,  and  on  his 
arrival  in  ^lassachusetts  became  a  ward  of  the 
Court  in  Cambridge.  He  was  placed  in  the  care  of 
an  uncle,  with  whom  he  doubtless  remained  until 
of  age,  and  in  1636  they  came  to  Hartford.  As  a 
boy  of  thirteen  he  joined  the  next  vcar  in  the  expe- 
dition against  the  Pequot  Indians.  On  Dec.  5, 
1645,  he  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Anna  Scott,  of  Hartford,  and  later  they  settled  in 
Farmington,  where  they  were  received  into  the 
church  June  30,  1652-53.  Subsequently,  when  the 
families  w-ere  graded  according  to  dignity,  they 
ranked  fourth  on  the  list  of  forty  families,  Capt. 
Stanley,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  of  the  Colo- 
nists, being  appointed  by  his  townsmen  to  nearly 
every  office  of  trust  and  honor.  He  was  deputy  of  the 
General  Court  almost  continuously  for  37  years, 
from  1659  to  1696,  this  being  with  few  exceptions 
the  longest  term  of  service  known  in  the  annals  of 
the  State.  In  King  Philip's  war  he  was  a  lieuten- 
ant and  captain,  from  which  he  derived  his  title  of 
Capt.  Stanley.  He  was  a  constable  in  Farming- 
ton  in  1654;  sergeant  in  1669;  ensign  in  1674;  cap- 
tain in  1676;  received  a  grant  of  120  acres  of  land 


I  from  the  General  Court  in  1674,  and  another  in  16S7  ; 
I  was  one  of  the  committee  on  Indian  Troubles  in 
I  1OS9;  etc.    His  hrst  wile  died  on  June  0,  1661,  and 
he  was  married  April  20,  1OO3,       Sarah  Hodder 
(Stoddardj,  who  died  May  15,  1713.    Capt.  Stanley 
died  Dec.   19,   170O,  aged  eighty-two  years.  By 
his  first  marriage  he  had  .six  children  :  John,  born 
Nov.  4,  1047,  married  Esther  W  u  ell ;  Thomas  is 
'  mentioned  below;  Sarah,  born  lei).   18,  1O51-52, 
I  married    Joseph    Gaylord ;    Timothy,    born  May 
!  17,   1654,  married  ^lary  Strong;  Elizabeth,  born 
April   I,  1057,  ''^  infancy;  Isaac  was  born 

Sept.  22,  lOOO.  By  his  second  wife  he  had  two 
children:  Abigail,  born  July  25,  1669,  married  John 
Hooker;  Elizabeth,  born  Nov.  28,  1072,  married 
John  W'adsworth. 

{Ui)  Thomas  Stanley,  son  of  Capt.  John,  was 
!  born  in  Farmington,  Nov.  i,  1649.    ^i*^  ^''''^^  one  of 
I  the  petitioners  of  the  General  Court  for  liberty  to 
j  plat  Waterbury,  but  did  not  remove  thither.  On 
j  ]\Iay  I,  1690,  he  married  Anna,  the  daughter  of 
1  Rev.  Jeremiah  and   Joanna    (Kitchell)    Peck,  of 
Waterbury,  and  with  his  wife  was  received  into  the 
church  at  Farmington,  April  17,  1692.    He  died 
April  14,  1713,  aged  si.xty-three  years,  and  his  wife 
passed  away  ^May  13,  1718.    They  had  two  children  : 
Thomas,  the  next  in  line  of  descent ;  and  Anna, 
born  ]May  14,  1699,  who  married  Thomas  Hart. 

Thomas  Stanley  was  born  Oct.  31,  1696, 
in  Fannington,  and  made  his  permanent  home  in 
the  Stanley  Quarter,  New  Britain.  He  was  a 
wealthy  man  for  his  time,  and  at  his  death,  which 
occurred  Oct.  13,  1755,  he  left  a  large  estate.  On 
Jan.  2,  1 718,  he  married  Esther  Cowles,  daughter 
of  Samuel  Cowles,  of  Kensington,  and  she  sur- 
vived him  many  years,  dying  July  22,  1776.  They 
had  the  following  children :  Anna,  born  Oct.  30, 
1718,  died  Nov.  6,  1732:  Thomas,  born  Nov.  27, 
1720;  Noah,  born  Jan.  16,  1724;  Ruth,  born  July 
8,  1726,  died  Aug.  3,  1726;  Timothy,  born  Aug.  13, 
1727;  Abigail,  born  ]\Iarch  7,  1730;  Job,  born  Aug. 
4,  1732;  Gad,  born  March  21,  1735.  Of  these  eight 
children,  Timothy  was  born  Aug.  13,  1727,  and  was 
married  ]\Iay  5,  1757,  to  Lydia,  daughter  of  Capt. 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Hawley)  Newell,  of  Farming- 
ton.  She  was  noted  for  her  energy  and  piety,  and 
lived  to  the  age  of  eighty-nine  years,  dying  Dec. 
17,  1826.  Timothy  Stanley  was  a  shoemaker  by 
trade ;  his  house,  which  stood  opposite  the  home 
of  his  father  in  the  north  part  of  Stanley  street,  on 
tlie  east  side  of  the  road,  was  subsequently  occupied 
by  his  son  Oliver.  He  was  elected  deacon  in  1795> 
and  in  his  last  years,  being  somewhat  deaf,  he  al- 
ways stood  in  the  pulpit  in  order  to  hear  the  sermon 
better.  He  lived  to  be  nearly  ninety  years  old. 
His  children  were  Oliver,  born  July  5,  1758,  died 
Aug.  3,  1759;  Rachel,  born  March  20,  1761  ;  Lydia, 
born  April  26,  1763;  Abi,  born  Aug.  9,  17^5  5 
Timothy,  born  June  29,  1771  ;  Oliver,  born  May  i, 
1775;  Jesse,  born  Oct.  26,  1779. 

(V)  Thomas  Stanley  (2),  son  of  Thomas  (IV), 
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was  born  in  Farmington  Nov.  27,  17 jo.  On  ^[ay 
22,  1740,  lie  married  .Mary  I'Vancis,  daughter  of 
James  Francis,  who  married  Sarah  Gridley,  then  a 
widow.  Ul  tlieir  six  children,  Job,  bi.>rn  May  1, 
1741,  died  in  infancy;  Anna,  born  Ang.  8,  174-, 
married  Uzeas  Griswold;  Lucy,  born  July  14,  1744- 
married  Dan  Clark;  James,  born  Feb.  14,  1749. 
married  ]Marv  Butler;  Lot  is  mentiuiicd  mure  fully 
below;  Thomas,  born  Sept.  _'7,  1702,  married  (fu'-"^'^,' 
Anna  Ford  and  (second)  ^Mixanda  Nott. 

(\T)  Lot  Stanley  was  born  ^iarcli  3,  175J,  and 
died  ]NLarch  8,  1S07.  He  was  one  of  the  lirst  in 
Connecticut  to  manufacture  fur  hats,  and  for  many 
years  he  carried  on  the  business  sticcessiully.  His 
wife,  Rhoda  W'adsworth,  daughter  of  Timothy  and 
JSIary  (Cowles)  Wadswortli,  of  Farmington,  was 
born  Sept.  22,  1754,  and  died  ^May  13,  1S19.  Their 
children  were:  Ira,  born  Oct.  12,  1773,  married  Abi 
Langdon ;  Ursula,  born  Jan.  24,  177O,  married  John 
Judd ;  Anion  is  mentioned  below ;  Sally,  born  April 
15,  1780,  married  Samuel  Sheldon;  Lucy,  born  July 

11,  1782,  married  William  Kelsey ;  Rhoda,  born 
July  28,  1783,  never  married;  Lot,  born  Jan.  3, 
1785,  died  Feb.  8,  1791  ;  Almira,  born  Dec.  3,  1786, 
married  Ansel  Stocking;  James,  born  July  i,  1789, 
died  November,  1789;  Polly,  born  Feb.  13,  1791, 
married  Ezra  Carter;  Dolly,  born  November,  1792, 
died  June,  1793;  Dolly,  born  Feb.  15,  1794,  married 
Francis  Hart ;  Lot,  born  Dec.  6,  1795,  never  married  ; 
Martha,  born  Sept.  22,  1797,  was  killed  in  a  cider- 
mill  Sept.  8,  1803. 

(VH)  Anion  Stanley,  our  subject's  great-grand- 
father, was  born  !March  10,  1778,  and  died  Feb.  2, 
1846.  On  October  10,  1802,  he  married  Abi  North, 
daughter  of  Capt.  James  and  Rhoda  (Judd)  North. 
The  following  children  were  born  to  them :  Julia, 
born  Dec.  24,  1803,  did  not  marry;  Thomas,  born 
Sept.  22,  1805,  married  twice;  Henry  is  mentioned 
below;  James,  born  Oct.  22,  1809,  died  in  infancy; 
James,  born  2\larch  31,  1813,  married  three  times; 
Augustus,  born  x\pril  li,  1814,  married  Alvira  A. 
Conklin;  Timothy  Wadsworth,  born  July  13,  181—, 
married  twice;  Lot,  born  July  8,  1820,  died  Nov. 

12,  1839;  ^Martha,  born  Aug.  11,  1822,  married  Au- 
gustus W.  North;  Amelia,  born  Jan.  i,  1825,  married 
Henry  Walter ;  ]\Iary  Antoniette,  born  Sept.  22, 
1828,  died  Islzy  16,  1838.  As  a  young  man  Anion 
Stanley  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  fur  hats  in 
partnership  with  his  father,  and  at  the  death  of  ihe 
latter  assumed  charge  of  the  business.  He  cm- 
ployed  several  hands,  and  every  winter  made  one  or 
more  journeys  to  what  was  tlicn  "the  West,"  em- 
bracing central  and  western  New  York.  He  v/as 
accustomed  to  take  with  him  a  load  of  hats  which  he 
would  exchange  for  beaver  and  other  furs  that  were 
then  plentiful  in  all  that  region.  There  was  also 
something  of  a  home  market,  but  as  the  bodies  of 
the  hats  were  made  of  beaver  fur,  well  felted  to- 
gether, they  lasted  a  lifetime.  It  needed,  therefore, 
a  large  territory  to  make  a  sufficient  market  for  the 
goods.    An  old-fashioned  felt-crowned  hat  would 


!  astonish  the  boys  of  the  present  generation.  Anion 

!  Stanley  bought  out  his  lather's  homestead  and  farm 

I  from  the  oilier  heirs,  and,  there  being  fourteen  of 

,  the  children,  his  own  portion  was  so  small  that  it 

was  nearly  the  same  as  buying  a  new  tarm.  The 

price  he  paid  for  it  was  high.    For  one  piece  of 

i  twelve  acres,  which  he  bought  from  his  brother  Lot, 

I  he  paid  twelve  hundred  dollars.      At  the  present 

i  time  it  would  not  brimr  live  hundred.    He  also  car- 

.... 

j  ried  on  the  business  ot  distilling  cider-brandy,  liav- 
i  ing  large  orchards  of  apples  which  were  worth  little 
;  for  any  other  purpose.  The  business  was  then  per- 
fectly respectable.  His  wife,  however,  a  sister  of 
I  the  brothers,  James  Seth,  Alvin  and  Flenry  North, 
;  had  many  scruples  about  it  being  right.  At  length 
I  she  went  to  her  minister.  Rev.  Newton  Skinner, 
I  one  of  the  most  godly  men  of  his  time,  for  advice, 
j  "Why,  madam,"  said  he,  "it  is  a  lawful  calling." 
!  He,  like  many  of  that  day,  was  also  a  farmer,  and 
brought  his  cider  to  the  distillery  to  exchange  for 
brandy,  which  he  furnished  to  his  men  in  haying 
time.  JJut  Airs.  Stanley  was  not  satisfied ;  the  matter 
still  agitated  her  conscience.  At  length  her  hus- 
band came  to  the  conclusion  that  she  was  right,  and 
sold  the  distillery,  and  there  was  great  joy  in  the 
family.  Rut  his  peace  was  of  short  continuance. 
He  had  never  allowed  any  idlers  about  the  place, 
selling  the  liquor  only  at  wholesale  to  the  merchants 
in  Flartford  and  New  York,  while  the  new-comers 
were  drinking  men,  and  the  distillery  became  the 
resort  of  all  the  low"  characters  in  the  neighborhood. 
The  conscience  of  the  family  was  disturbed  again, 
and  they  all  came  to  the  conclusion  to  buy  back  the 
property.  The  owner  was  willing  to  sell  at  an  ad- 
vance on  the  price  he  gave  for  it,  making  it  a  con- 
dition, however,  that  Mr.  Stanley  would  exchange 
for  it,  in  part,  a  valuable  piece  of  woodland,  which, 
was  the  apple  of  his  eye,  as  all  woodland  was  to  the 
farmers  of  those  days.  The  hard  condition  was  ac- 
cepted and  the  distillery  was  his  own  again.  The 
concern  was  at  once  broken  up.  The  great  cider- 
tubs  were  sold  for  water  cisterns ;  the  copper  stills 
were  loaded  on  ox-carts,  and  all  the  cattle  and  steers 
of  the  farm  drew  them  in  triumph  to  the  brass  fac- 
tory of  North  &  Stanley,  in  the  village.  The  boys 
who  were  at  home  assisted  in  driving  the  team,  and 
on  reaching  the  factory  waited  till  the  stills  were 
cut  up,  preparatory  to  be  cast  into  sleigh-bells  and 
other  useful  articles.  It  w-as  a  triumph  of  principle 
over  both  education  and  interest,  worthy  to  be  re- 
corded on  a  monument  "more  lasting  than  brass." 

(VHI)  Henry  Stanley,  our  subject's  grand- 
father, and  the  third  child  of  Anion  Stanley,  was  born 
Sept.  24,  1807,  and  died  May  3,  1884.  At  an  early 
age  he  left  the  farm  to  engage  in  business,  and  before 
he  reached  his  majority  he  was  a  partner  with  Alvin 
North  in  the  manufacture  of  plated  goods.  After 
two  years  he  engaged  in  business  with  Seth  J. 
North  and  John  Stanley,  the  firm  continuing  many 
years  under  the  names  of  North,  .Stanley  &  Co., 
North,  Smith  &  Stanley,  and  Henry  Stanley  &  Co. : 


690 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


the  latter,  coinposovl  of  three  broihers,  Henry,  Au- 
gustus and  Timothy  \\'.,  was  ineru;eil  into  the  Rus- 
i^ell  iS:  Erwin  Mann taoairin;^  Co.,  in  whieli  Henry 
Stanley  was  a  hirye  stockhokier.  and  ser\ed  a--  a. 
diroctor  until  his  death,    lie  and  C  II.  Sevniuur 
were  the  lenmders   of   the   New    T.ritain  Knittiu'.; 
Co.,  of  which  for  four  years  he  was  president  and 
manager.    He  was  one  of  the  chief  founders  of  the 
American  Hosiery  Co..  and  its  president,  as  he  also  ' 
was  of  the  Stanley  Ride  &  Level  Co..  and  of  the 
Stanley  \\"orks.    After  the  death  of  F.  T.  Stanky, 
of  the  Willimantie  Linen  Co..  he  b.^-anie  a  leading-  i 
stockholder  and  director,  and  was  also  ideutilLd  with 
other  manufacturing'  concerns.    His  character  was  > 
especially  distinguished  by  an  unquestioned  integ- 
rity, and  an  admirable  calmness  ancl  poise  wliich  en- 
abled him  to  pass  through  the  iinancial  crises  of  his  ; 
long  business  career  without  being  discouraged  by 
reverses  or  unduly  elated  by  success,  illustrating  in  < 
his  life  the  truth  of  the  old  adage,  "All  things  are  ! 
possible  to  him  who  waits."    In  manner  he  was 
genial  though  somewhat  reticent,  while  he  had  a  ■ 
marked  appreciation  for  all  that  v^as  beautiful  in  . 
nature  and  art.    An  illustration  of  this  may  be 
seen  in  the  fine  mansion  erected  by  him  on  South  i 
j\Iain  street  a  few  years  before  his  death,  with  the  [ 
handsome  grounds  attached.    Of  his  ample  wealth 
he  gave  liberally  and  judiciouslv  to  philanthropic, 
educational   and   religious   objects,  and   he  spent  | 
money  freely  to  promote  the  material  interests  of  | 
his  native  town.    In  centennial  year,  1S76,  he  set  out  j 
one  himdred  shade  trees  in  Walnut  Hill  Park,  ex-  i 
tending  from  West  Alain  along:  the  drivewav  to  | 
near  the  stnumit  of  the  hill.    Through  his  life  he 
was  deeply  interested  in  politics,  maintaining  ever  j 
the  interest  and  honor  of  his  country  as  a  patriotic  i 
citizen.    He  united  with  the  church  in  youth,  and  I 
upon  the  separation  of  the  South  Church,  in  1842,  | 
was  one  of  the  first  members.  I 
On  June  10,  1829,  'Sir.  Stanley  married  IMiss  ; 
Eliza  S.  North,  daughter  of  Seth  J.  and  Elizabeth  | 
North.    After  her  death  he  married,  on  Sept.  5,  I 
1838,  IMiss  Catherine  A.  Stanley,  daughter  of  Gad  i 
and  Chloe  Stanley.    By  his  first  marriage  lie  had 
two  sons:  Walter  Henry,  our  subject's  father; 
and  Theodore  Augustus,  born  July  22,  1833.    The  i 
latter  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  serving  as 
second  lieutenant  in  Companv  F,  14th  Conn.  \'.  I.  , 
In  the  absence  of  his  captain  he  bravely  led  his  com- 
pany in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg.  \'a.,  where  { 
he  was  mortally  wounded.    He  died  Dec.  31,  i8'52,  j 
at  Washington,  D.  C,  and  was  buried  in  New  I 
Britain  with  military  honors,  Jan.  5,  1863.    By  the  ' 
second  marriage  there  were  four  children :  Mary 
Louisa,  born  May  8,  1840,  died  Sept.  9,  1840:  Louisa  j 
Catherine.,  born  April  7,  1842,  died  Marcli  26,  1847; 
Frederick  North,  l)orn  March  17,   1844,  married  ! 
(first)  Mary  Welch,  (second)  Alice  Moore,  and  died  j 
Sept.  28,  1900.    Aliss  Catherine  Amelia,  born  Oct.  | 
ID,  1849,  resides  at  the  family  residence  on  South  \ 
Main   street,   New   Britain.      Mrs.   Catherine  A. 


Stanley  was  during  nuist  of  her  life  i'!  delicate 
heahli,  but  her  mental  activity,  devotu.Mi  to  her 
family,  and  unselli-li  interest  in  all  wh..>  needed  I.er 
SN'inpathy  and  help,  more  than  co;n;'>ens.-iLcd  for  her 
1  liysical  weakness.  A^  a  wile  and  mother,  and  ui 
all  the  relations  of  life,  ^lie  possessed  the  conhdence 
and  love  not  only  of  her  family,  but  of  manv  who 
enjoying  the  hospitality  of  their  pleasant  home.  She 
died  in  November.  iS8t,  aged  seveiUv  vears. 

(IX)  Walter  Henry  Stanley,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  June  25,  i83;_\  and  is  now  a 
leading  dairy  farmer  of  .\ew  Mntain,  also  has  large 
investments  in  tlie  manufacturing  interests  of  that 
locality.  On  Se[>t.  7,  1853,  ^'^^  married  Miss  ]^Iary 
J.  Peck,  daughter  of  Elnathan  and  Mary  (l)ewev) 
Peck.  They  have  had  eight  childern  ;  William 
North,  born  ]March  4.  1855,  died  I'eb.  12.  1857; 
Albert  Walter,  born  June  21,  1857;  Herbert  Au- 
gustus, born  Jan.  21,  1800.  died  F\'b.  i,  1883;  Isabel, 
born  Jan.  19,  1862;  Theodore  Alexander,  our  sub- 
ject; Robert  Flenry,  born  Alay  i,  186-);  ?\lortimer 
Dewev,  born  April  27,  1871,  and  Walter  i'eck,  born 
Jan.  18,  1874. 

(X)  Theodore  A.  Stanley  was  born  March  18, 
1864,  in  Xew  Britain,  and  the  first  school  that  he 
remembers  was  a  private  school  conducted  by  Aliss 
Alary  Porter,  in  a  barn  belonging  to  Charles  Lewis. 
Later  Aliss  Porter  built  a  small  school  house  on 
Pine  street,  where  he  attended  until  prepared  to 
enter  the  second  class  in  the  Burritt  school.  Pie 
passed  through  the  upper  grades  of  the  grammar 
schools,  and  took  the  high-school  course  tmder  Prof. 
John  H.  Peck,  graduating  in  1S83.  In  the  fall  of 
the  same  year  he  entered  the  Sophomore  year  of  the 
Agricultural  College  at  Lansing,  Mich.,  where  he 
remained  three  years,  graduating  in  1886.  To  the 
sound  and  thorough  instruction  received  in  this  in- 
stitution may  be  attributed  much  of  his  success  in  the 
management  of  his  farm,  but  he  has  never  ceased  to 
be  an  ardent  investigator  in  his  line  of  work,  testing 
and  applying  new  theories  that  arise,  and  adopting 
all  ideas  of  value.  In  the  winter  of  1893-94  ne 
spent  three  montlis  in  Aladison  Crniversity,  study- 
ing dairv  bacteriology  and  hygiene,  and  the  prod- 
uct of  his  admirably  conducted  dairy  finds  ready 
sale  in  New  Britain.  On  leaving  the  Agricultural 
College,  in  1886,  he  returned  home,  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing vear  took  charge  of  132  acres  of  the  old 
Stanley  farm.  This  was  not  in  compact  form,  and 
after  a  time  he  sold  a  portion  and  bought  other  land 
adjoining  that  retained.  Flis  present  homestead 
com])rises  130  acres,  and  his  purchase  of  the  Gustave 
Ellis  farm  and  the  Daniel  Webster  property,  near 
Berlin,  brings  his  real  estate  holdings  to  about  500 
acres.  Sixteeen  men  are  employed  by  him  the  year 
round,  his  dairy  of  120  cows  requiring  constant 
attention.  He  is  a  member  of  the  State  Dairymen's 
Association,  and  al>.o  belongs  to  the  lUirritt  Grange, 
his  exhiljits  and  scholarly  and  thoughtful  addresses 
at  the  regular  meetings  of  I):)th  societies  being  heart- 
ily a|)preciated  by  his  fellow  workers.    Mr.  Stanley 
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nuuiat^cs  to  find  time  lor  varictl  iiuorcsts,  and  is 
kmd  of  phoiograjihy,  in  whicli  Ik-  became  proficient, 
wliile  in  the  Agriculiural  College. 

For  some  vears  Mr.  Stanlev  was  a  nuiuber  of 
Companv  J.  ist  Conn.  X.  (].,  enlisting  at  the  time  or 
the  reorganization,  and  serving  as  lientenant  and 
first  lieutenant  until  his  rc'^ignation,  in  November, 
1804.  In  politics  he  has  always  been  a  Republican, 
arid  in  iSgj  and  1S94  he  served  as  councilman  from 
the  Second  ward  of  \ew  T.ritain.  From  June,  1S94, 
to  June,  1S9D,  he  served  on  the  board  of  assessors, 
and  in  1S98  he  was  on  the  board  of  relief.  Socially 
lie  and  his  family  are  prominent,  and  he  belongs  to 
tlie  Roval  Arcanum  at  Xew  Britain. 

In  1S8S  Mr.  Stanley  married  Miss  Sadie  Mc- 
Louth,  daughter  of  I'rot.  Lewis  3.1cLouth.  formerly 
connected  with  the  Agricultural  College  of  Michi- 
gan and  the  State  Normal  School  at  Ypsilanti, 
.\Iich.,  and  now  the  head  of  tlie  scientific  department 
of  ^5■Ti^bane  \\"alker's  Cosmopolitan  University. 
]-"ive  children  brighten  his  home  :  Lawrence,  Theo- 
dore, Marion,  Catherine  and  Alexander. 

CHARLES  SYBASTIEN  LILGEY,  one  of  the 
most  intelligent,  thrifty  and  successful  agricultur- 
ists of  Berlin,  was  born  in  Loraine,  in  Haraucourt 
( -Meurthe), France, }ilarch  13,  1836,  a  son  of  Charles 
and  Mary  (Caron)  Liegey.  also  natives  of  that 
province,  the  former  born  in  iSii  in  Buissoncourt, 
the  latter  in  181 2  in  Haraucourt.  Both  died  in 
France.  They  had  a  familv  of  eight  children,  four 
sons  and  four  daughters.  The  father  wa_.  a  farmer 
and  wine-maker,  in  medium  circumstances. 

Our  subject  was  reared  upon  a  farm,  and  began 
his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
land,  but  later  attended  a  normal  school,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1856  with  the  highest  honors, 
receiving  a  first  degree  diploma.  Subsequentlv  he 
successfully  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  public 
schools  of  France  for  seventeen  years,  and  then 
taught  mathematics  and  history  in  a  private  college 
for  two  years.  Deciding  to  try  his  fortune  in  the 
Xew  World,  he  sailed  from  Antwerp  Aug.  16, 
1874,  and  landed  in  New'  York  on  Sept.  i.  lie  came 
direct  to  Xew  Britain,  Conn.,  and  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  Landers,  Frary  &  Clark,  as  polisher,  remain- 
ing with  them  for  about  seventeen  years.  Resign- 
ing' his  position  in  1S91,  he  removed  to  Berlin,  and 
purchased  from  Samuel  Talmadge  thirty-five  acres 
of  land  upon  which  he  has  made  a  number  of  sub- 
stantial improvements,  building  new  barns,  out- 
buildings, cellars,  etc.  He  has  also  set  out  2.500 
fruit  trees,  and  has  a  fine  vineyard  covering  six  acres, 
the  grapes  from  w^hich  he  manufactures  into  an  ex- 
cellent quality  of  wine.  He  has  improved  this  also, 
and  has  2.500  seedlings,  of  different  varieties,  all 
good  bearers.  In  i8'j8  he  made  3,000  gallons  of 
wine,  though  part  of  the  vines  were  young,  selling 
mostly  to  private  families  in  the  surrounding  towns. 

Mr.  Liegey  was  married.  May  8,  1S61,  to  Miss 
Lconie  Gouthiere,  who  was  born  in  1839  in  Jean- 


I  delaincourt.  I'.efore  leaving  France  two  children 
j  v,ere  born  to  them:  Chailes  Abel,  born  Aug.  0, 
I  1802,  died  Aug.  28,  i8i)(>,  in  I'rance  :  he  was  a  fmc 
i  scholar,  .graduating  in  New  Mritain  in  1879.  Leon 
;  hrancLiis,  born  April  jo.  )8o8,  in  Sivrv,  Meurthe, 
I  !•  ranee,  wedded  Alarv  kennedv,  of  New  Britain, 
I  Conn.,  who  was  born  in  J'el,iruary,  180S,  in  Ireland, 
!  ])arish  of  Broatlford,  County  Clare,  and  thev  have 
i  two  children — Ellen,  liorn  June  21,  1897;  and 
I  Martine  \  irginia,  born  Aug.  21,  1898.  This  sou 
I  i)e,gan  his  education  before  leaving  France.  In 
I  May,  1875,  at  the  age  of  seven  years,  lie  sailed  from 
!  Antwerp,  and  arrived  in  New  York  the  latter  part 
j  of  that  month.  He  resumed  his  studies  in  Xew 
i  liritain.  Conn.,  and  remained  in  school  until  thir- 
!  teen  years  of  age.  when  he  entered  the  shop  with 
I  his  father  and  worked  as  a  polisher  until  the  spring 
j  of  1S98.  He  now  lias  charge  of  his  father's  prop- 
j  erty  in  X'ew  Britain,  and  also  looks  after  his  own 

real-estate  interests.  He  is  a  member  of  Court 
I  Prosperity,   Independent  C)rder  of  Forresters  of 

America,  at  Xew  Britain,  and  he  and  his  wife  are 

consistent  members  and  liberal  supporters  of  St. 

Mary's  Catholic  Church  of  that  place.  In  politics 
I  he  is  independent. 

I        Our  subject  was  natu.ralized  at  X'ew  Britain,  in 
j  1880,  but  has  never  become  identified  with  anv  pe>- 
i  litical  party,  endeavoring  to  vote  for  the  best  man, 
I  whether  he  be  a  Republican  or  Democrat.  In 
France  he  was  a  Republican.    He  has  always  re- 
fused office,  preferring  to  devote  his  undivided  at- 
I  tention  to  his  business  interests.    He  has  never  had 
I  occasion  to  regret  his  emigration  to  America,  for 
i  here  he  has  prospered  and  has  made  many  friends, 
I  who  esteem  him  highly  for  his  sterling  worth.  His 
I  vineyard  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  State,  and  he 
I  manufactures  a  wine  of  superior  quality.    He  is 
1  a  member  of  St.  Paul's  Catholic  Church  of  Ken- 
I  sington,  and  he  also  belongs  to  the  Pomological 
Societ}-  of  ConnecticiU,  to  Berlin  Grange,  and  to 
the  Board  of  Trade  of  Berlin.    His  wife  has  been 
an  invalid  for  twenty  years. 

FREDERICK    SPLETTSTOESZER.  This 
!  gentleman  worthily  illustrates  the  commonly  ac- 
J  cepted  view  of  the  character  of  the  enterprising 
j  (jerman  citizen,   who  has  come  to  this  country 
empty-handed,  and  throu.gh  his  own  well-directed 
efforts  has  secured  a  comfortable  competence.  He 
now  makes  his  home  in  Berlin,  Hartford  county, 
and  is  successfully  engaged  in  farming. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Gcrmanv  March  11. 
1841,  and  is  a  son  of  John  Splettstoeszer.  also  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  who  was  born  Feb.  3,  1803, 
and  spent  his  entire  life  in  that  country.  The 
mother,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Louise  Sedoe, 
was  also  born  in  (jcrmanv,  in  1S12,  and  died  there. 
Our  sul)ject  was  reared  upon  his  father's  farm,  anrl 
attended  the  public  schools  of  his  native  land  until 
fourteen  vears  of  age.  The  following  year  he  had 
charge  of  the  cows  upon  his  grandmother's  place, 
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and  on  his  return  lumie  worked  as  a  teamster  for  ' 
his  father.  Later  l)e  was  employed  as  a  striker  in  j 
a  brickyard  where  the  bricks  were  made  l)y  iiand,  { 
and  after  remaining  there  ten  years  lie  took  charge  , 
of  the  place  and  eny;aye<.l  in  tlie  manufac'.ure  of  j 
brick  on  his  own  account  for  live  years.  j 

On  July  6,  18S4,  Mr.  Siilettst.<ies.;cr  sailed  from  [ 
Hamburg-  for  the  United  States,  and  arrived  in 
New  York  City  on  the  20th  of  that  month.  lie 
came  direct  to  Berlin,  Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  and 
found  employment  in  the  brickyard  of  M.  E.  Jacobs, 
where  he  remained  fur  five  years.  At  the  end  of 
that  time  he  pm-chascd  the  Xorris  Bailey  farm,  of 
forty-five  acres  in  Berlin,  and  has  since  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  with  good  success,  raising  po- 
tatoes, corn,  rye,  oats,  etc. 

Mr.  Splettstoeszer  was  married.  ^larch  27.  1S73, 
to  Miss  Ernestina  llideman,  also  a  native  of  Ger- 
many, and  to  them  were  born  three  children  :  ( 1  ) 
Eda  Amia,  born  Jan.  5,  1S74,  is  the  wife  of  Alfred 
Turner,  an  employe  in  the  William  L.  Davis  brick- 
yard, of  Berlin,  and  they  have  one  child,  Albert 
Frederick,  born  May  3,  1898.  (2)  Elerman  Ernesi, 
born  Jan.  17,  187S,  and  (3)  Emma  Elizabeth,  born 
Mav  3,  1881,  have  been  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Berlin,  and  are  at  home  with  their  parents.  The 
family  attend  the  Congregational  Church,  of  which 
the  children  are  members,  and  since  taking  out  his 
naturalization  papers,  in  1891,  ^h.  Splettstoeszer 
has  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party,  though  he 
finds  little  time  to  devote  to  politics  aside  from 
voting. 

REV. CHARLES  P.  CROFT, now  a  retired  min- 
ister of  the  Congregational  Church,  is  a  resident  of 
Weatogue,  Simsbury.  Ill  health  has  temporarily,  at 
least,  compelled  a  cessation  of  steady  pastoral  work, 
but  has  not  checked  the  usefulness  of  a  man,  whose 
forceful  utterances,  winning  ways  and  kindly  sym- 
pathy make  him  friends  wherever  he  is  known. 

The  ancestry  of  Rev.  'Mr.  Croft  is  of  that  sturdy 
Gerinan  stock  which  more  than  a  century  ago,  and 
in  Colonial  times,  peopled  the  fertile  valleys  of 
Pennsylvania  with  a  thrifty  race.  James  Croft,  the 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a  native  of 
the  north  of  Germany,  in  whom  dwelt  a  spirit  of 
liberty  and  achievement.  Prior  to  the  Revolution- 
ary war  he  crossed  the  ocean,  and  in  the  struggling 
colonies  found  the  proper  sphere  for  the  develop- 
ment of  his  manhood.  When  independence  w'as  de- 
clared he  bore  arms  for  his  adopted  country.  For 
three  years  he  w-as  a  member  of  the  New  York 
militia,  serving  from  April  10,  1778,  to-  April  10, 
1781,  as  a  corporal,  under  Capt.  Jonathan  Hallett 
and  Col.  Philip  Cortlandt.  When  hostilities  ceased 
he  returned  to  the  peaceful  industry  of  farm  life. 
His  son,  John  Croft,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  a  lifelong  resident  of  Putnam  Valley,  in  Put- 
nam county,  N.  Y.  He  followed  farming,  and  be- 
came an  extensive  land  owner,  living  to  a  ripe  old 
age,  and  passing  to  his  eternal  rest  amidst  the  scenes 


of  his  picturesque  home  among  the  hiils  of  the  Em- 
igre State. 

There,  in  Putnam  county,  was  born  Matthias 
Croft,  the  father  of  our  subject,  in  the  year  1809. 
He  adopted  the  vocation  of  his  father  and  his  grand- 
father, and  became  a  prosperous  and  successful 
farmer  and  merchant  of  Putnam  A'alley.  In  poli- 
tics he  was  a  ^\  hig  and  later  a  Republican.  Ac- 
cepting the  religious  faith  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  he  for  over  fifty  years  held  office  in  that 
church,  and  was  one  of  the  stanchest  and  most  con- 
sistent member  of  the  congregation.  He  married 
in  Putnam  county,  r\laria  Chapman,  a  native  of  the 
Some  cou.ity.  and  she  bore  him  seven  children: 
rvlary  Jane,  widow  of  Reuben  Smith,  a  carpet  mer- 
chant of  New  York  City ;  Harriet,  who  married 
Theodore  Travis,  of  Putnam  county;  William  H., 
a  merch.ant  of  Peekskill,  N.  Y. ;  Charles  P.,  subject 
of  this  sketch;  Hannah,  wife  of  Robert  Strong; 
Silas  C,  surveyor  of  the  port  of  New  York-;  and 
trancis  D.,  a  carpet  merchant  of  New  York  City. 
The  mother  died  in  1S83,  in  the  faith  which  had  been 
her  consolation  through  life  and  the  guide  of  a  noble 
and  consistent  endeavor.  After  the  death  of  his 
wife  Matthias  Croft,  in  1S84,  retired  from  active 
life  and  spent  nis  declining  years  at  Peekskill,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  died  in  1899,  at  the  ripe  age  of  ninety 
years. 

Rev.  Charles  P.  Croft  was  born  in  Putnam  Val- 
ley, Putnain  Co.  N.  Y.  After  a  course  in  the  pub- 
lic schools,  he  attended  the  military  academy  at 
Peekskill,  N.  Y.,  Charlotteville  Seminary,  Charlotte- 
ville,  N.  Y.,  and  Wesleyan  L^niversity,  INIiddletown, 
Conn.,  from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  in 
1869 ;  the  same  year  he  was  called  to  serve  the 
^Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Simsbury,  Conn. 
Here  he  remained  three  years.  In  1872  he  became  a 
ininister  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  was 
ordained  at  Avon,  Conn.  He  was  pastor  success- 
ively to  congregations  at  Torrington,  Waterlown 
and  at  Terre  Haute,  Ind.  At  the  latter  charge  his 
health  failed.  He  resigned  the  pastorate,  and  re- 
turned in  1884  to  Weatogue,  Simsbury,  where  he  is 
now  living  a  retired  life.  Frequent  calls,  however, 
are  made  upon  him  as  a  supply,  and  that  work  i5 
making  the  retirement  in  which  he  lives  more  nom- 
inal than  real.  Rev.  Mr.  Croft  possesses  fine  liter- 
ary taste  and  ability,  and  as  a  pulpit  orator  he  is 
eloquent  and  convincing. 

In  politics  Rev.  Mr.  Croft  is  a  Republican.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  his  many  estima- 
ble personal  traits  have  woven  the  bonds  of  friend- 
ship and  good-will  among  all  classes  of  men.  He 
married  at  Simsbury,  in  1872,  Julia  Mather,  daugh- 
ter of  Col.  ^\"il]iam  and  Emma  (Phelps)  Mather, 
and  granddaughter  of  Deacon  William  and  Anna 
(Lewis)   Mather,  of  Simsbury. 

LEVERETT  AUSTIN  SANFORD,  one  of 
Bristol's  most  skilled  machinists,  was  born  in  that 
town  Oct.  17,  1837,  and  is  a  son  of  David  Austin 
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Saiifortl,  ;i  sliort  skotoli  of  whose  life  is  lu'iv  intn)- 
diiocd  to  sliow  ihc  family  coiiiKciiiMi. 

David  A.  Sanford  was  born  Dec.  5,  i8i(i.  a  son 
of  David  and  iixperieuce  (.Mekcel  >anlord.  was 
roared  a  farmer,  and  came  from  his  native  town  of 

niemlh.  L'oim.,  to  Uristi.'l,  wIku  a  \oun_u;'  man  of 
twenty  _\ears.  Here  lie  wa>  enijii.iyed  as  an  exca- 
vating contractor  until  1845,  when  lie  went  to  \\'v\- 
cott  and  purchased  a  farm,  on  which  he  juu-sed  the 
remainder  of  his  life,  in  politics  he  was  a  Dejuo- 
crat,  served  on  the  grand  jury  in  \\oici)U.  and  also 
at  different  times  filled  several  town  otticcs.  lie  was 
three  times  marrietl,  first  to  Julia  Xorton.  a  daugiuer 
of  ]Mark  Xorton.  of  ijristol,  and  to  this  union  were 
born  two  children:  Jerushia,  born  April,  1834,  mar- 
ried Andrew  Bartroni,  of  JJerlin,  and  died  about 
1S60;  Theron  Andrews,  born  Jan.  23,  1836,  lost 
his  mother  when  he  was  but  nme  days  okl  (^he  is 
now  a  farmer  in  W'olcott).  The  second  marriage 
of  3iir.  Sanford  was  to  Lois  Susannah  Xorton, 
daughter  of  Aaron  Xorton,  also  of  Bristol,  and  to 
this  union  were  born  three  children:  Leverett  A., 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  ;  Rufns  Albert,  of  wdiom 
a  full  biography  is  given  elsewhere  ;  and  Cora  Ann, 
born  June  27,  1S46,  died  l-"eb.  18,  1S95,  the  wife  of 
George  Atkins,  of  the  Bristol  Manufacturing  Co. 
The  third  wife  of  ^Ir.  Sanford  had  no  issue.  ]\Ir. 
Sanford  was  called  away  June  21,  1S82,  dying  in 
the  faith  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

Leverett  Austin  Sanford  was  but  eight  years  of 
age  when  his  parents  moved  from  Bristol  to  W'ol- 
cott, and  in  the  latter  place  he  attended  the  common 
schools  until  fourteen  years  old.  He  then  worked 
in  the  Eagle  Lock  shop  at  Terryville  for  two  years; 
the  next  two  years  he  passed  in  Bristol,  where  he 
was  employed  in  E.  L.  Dunbar's  spring  factory ; 
thence  he  went  to  Southington,  learned  the  machin- 
ist's trade  with  Peck,  Smith  &  Co.,  with  wdiom  he 
remained  eight  years,  and  next  worked  for  a  year 
in  Sharp's  rifle  factory,  in  Hartford.  Returning  to 
Southington,  he  again  worked  for  Peck,  Smith  & 
Co.  two  A-ears,  and  in  1S65  came  again  to  his  native 
Bristol,  and  was  in  the  employ  of  iidward  B.  Dun- 
bar as  superintendent  and  tool-maker  until  1888, 
when  he  resigned  and  started  liis  present  machine 
and  tool-making  shop. 

^Ir.  Sanford  is  a  Democrat,  but  favors  the  gold 
standard ;  he  is  a  director  in  the  Bristol  Savings 
Bank,  and  in  1888  had  charge  for  a  vear  of  the  erec- 
tion of  George  W.  Aiitchell's  residence,  on  Bellevue 
street;  in  1S73  he  built  his  own  fine  dwelling  at 
South  and  Union  streets.  In  religion  'Mr.  .Sanford 
is  a  Congregationalist,  and  his  wife  is  of  the  same 
persuasion. 

Leverett  A.  Sanford  first  married,  Oct.  17, 
i860,  Mary  Emily  Atkins,  daughter  of  Levi  At- 
kins, of  W'olcott,  and  she  bore  him  one  son,  Leverett 
Arthur,  born  July  3,  1863.  On  July  3,  1878,  :Mr. 
Sanford  married  Miss  Julia  Lucinda  Dunliar,  who 
was  born  April  iS,  1849,  ^  daughter  of  Edward  L. 
Dunbar,  of  Bristol. 

3G 


I        Leverett  .\rl!un-  Sanford,  son  of  Leverett  Austin 
!  and  .\larv  iumly  .':^anfurd,  was  married  April  24, 
I  18S4,  to  rillie  Lawson,  of  Bristol,  who  died  Aug. 
I  29,  1887,  the  mother  01  two  children,  Howard  i-". 
I  and  Juha  D.    L'n  Jan.  23,  1889,  Mr.  Sanford  mar- 
(  ried  .\lis>  *  Mive  I'l-h,  of  Bristol,  and  to  this  marriage 
j  have  been   bL->rn    four  children,   ivohert,  .\iildrcd, 
Ivuth,  and  Dorothy.    Leverett  A.  Sanford,  Jr.,  has 
been  connected  with  the  Dunbar  factory  for  eighteen 
years,  and  now  tills  his  father's  place  as  foreman, 
master  mechanic  and  tool-maker. 

LEW  i.S  D.  DC)W'D,  one  of  the  most  progressive 
!  and  enterprising  citizens  of  the  town  of  Canton, 
is  a  successful  agriculturist  and  dairyman,  and  for 
several  years  past  has  been  superintemient  of  poor 
i  of  the  town  of  Canton  and  the  town  of  W'incliester, 
!  Litchfield  county.  He  is  widely  and  favorably 
!  known,  and  as  a  self-made  man  his  life  has  mani- 
!  fested  m  a  marked  degree  the  cjualities  that  com- 
I  mand  respect. 

Mr.  Dowd  was  born  April  14,  iS6r,  in  W'insted, 
Litchfield  county,  son  of  Henr}-  Dowd,  and  grand- 
son of  Chester  i3owd.  tlenry  Dowd,  our  subject's 
father,  was  a  native  of  the  town  of  Barkhamsted, 
Litchfield  county,  wdiere  he  received  a  district-school 
education  in  bovliood.  As  a  young  man  he  removed 
to  W'insted,  and  engaged  in  business  as  a  dealer 
in  sewing  machines  and  musical  instruments,  in- 
cluding pianos  and  organs.  This  business  he  con- 
tinued for  many  years,  showing  marked  ability  in 
its  management,  and  by  his  honorable  dealings  won 
the  confidence  of  all  who  knew  him.  In  his  re- 
ligious views  he  was  lilieral,  and  politically  he 
affiliated  witli  the  Democratic  party,  although  he  in- 
variablv  declined  to  accept  any  office,  however  im- 
portant. He  died  in  1874,  his  remains  being  interred 
at  W'insted.  U'hile  liis  genial  disposition  won 
for  him  nianv  friends,  it  was  in  the  home  circle  that 
his  admirable  qualities  of  character  shone  most 
brightly.  He  married  Amelia  Stevens,  a  native  of 
Stafford  Springs,  Conn.,  who  was  a  daughter  of 
John  Ste^■ens,  of  Stafford  Springs,  and  later  of 
'W'insted.  She  still  resides  in  W'insted.  and  is  a 
respected  member  of  the  Congregational  Church  in 
that  town.  Two  children  were  born  of  this  tmion : 
Lewis  D.,  our  subject:  and  Louisa,  wdio  married 
Amos  Conley,  of  Waterbury,  Connecticut. 

Lewis  D.  Dowd  attended  the  W'insted  public 
schools,  and  in  conseciuence  of  his  father's  deatli  was 
thrown  upon  hs  own  resources  at  the  age  of  thir- 
teen vears.  He  was  first  employed  as  clerk  in  the 
mercantile  firm  of  L.  R.  X'orton  &  Co..  of  \Vinsted, 
with  whom  he  spent  eight  years,  and  he  afterward 
accepted  a  clerkship  in  the  dry-goods  store  of  ex- 
Lieut. -Gov.  W'm.  11.  Bulkeley,  where  he  remained 
three  >ears.  He  then  removed  to  Chester,  ^^lass., 
and  engaged  in  l)usincss  for  liimself,  continuing- 
one  year,  and  in  1883  he  removed  to  Collinsville, 
Conn.,  and  became  a  partner  of  J.  P.  Harrington, 
the  firm  being  J-  P-  Harrington  &  Co.    While  thus 
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cngai^od  lie  i)urcl'.a#c.l  a  farm  at_  ClK'rry  I'.rook.  in 
llic  town  of  Canton,  CLinpri>iny  ci,i;luv-cis;'!u  acrt-s, 
and  known  as  tlio  Vc  u:i-  lann.  and  to  tl:i>  phicc  lie 
removed  in  i8.8<\  after  d:s])u>ini;'  of  inteiesls 
in  llie  luin  of  j.  1'.  1  larrin-tim  (S:  Co.  l-'or  the  pa^t 
thiriecn  years  he  has  been  largely  engaged  in  larni- 
ing,  dairying  and  stoek  raising,  and  has  substantially 
improved  the  buildings  on  the  place,  lie  is  a  Re- 
publican in  politics,  and  a  sta-nch  sujiporter  of  his 
party,  but  has  never  sought  political  oltice  of  any 
kind.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  \"illage  Lodge, 
Xo.  JQ.  1-'.  (.^  A.M.:  Ciilunibia  Chapter.  \o.  31,  r! 
A.  M.;  also  of  the  Red  .Men  and  the  llrange.  Like 
his  father  he  is  liberal  in  religion,  and  makes  the 
Golden  Rule  the  guide  of  his  action,  doing  unto 
others  as  he  would  like  to  be  done  bv. 

On  June  7,  1SS2.  INIr.  Dowd  was  marrieil  in  Col- 
linsville  to  ]\iiss  Marv  E.  Parmele.  a  native  of  that 
town,  and  a  daughter  of  William  H.  Parmele.  Their 
home  is  brightened  be  two  children.  Hattie  ^\'ini- 
fred  and  Ralph  De  Witt. 

LUCICS  SELDEX  ALLEX,  a  prominent  well- 
to-do  farmer,  tobacco  grower  and  dairyman,  En- 
field, is  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  born  Aug.  19, 
1853,  at  Chicopee  Falls,  and  is  of  English  ciescent. 

David  Allen,  his  grandfather,  born  in  Enfield, 
Sept.  18,  1793,  married  Miriam  Simons.  He  was 
a  son  of  Jonathan  Allen,  born  June  23,  1755,  a  son 
of  Ebenezer,  born  Feb.  10,  1712.  a  son  of  John  (2), 
born  in  September,  1670.  a  son  of  John,  born  in 
1640,  killed  at  the  battle  of  Bloody  Brook,  Decrfield, 
Mass.,  Sept.  iS,  1675.  He  was  a  son  of  Samuel 
Allen,  a  native  of  England,  born  in  1588,  who  came 
to  America  in  1648. 

David  Allen,  father  of  Lucius  S.,  was  born  in 
Enfield  in  1S25.  and  was  there  reared  and  educated. 
By  trade  he  is  a  spinner  of  woolen  and  other  varn, 
for  manv  years  working  in  the  woolen  mills  at 
Thompsonville,  and  now  living,  retired,  with  hrs 
son,  our  subject.  In  1852  he  married  X'ancv  W'ile, 
native  of  County  Kerry,  Ireland,  and  one  child  onlv 
was  born  to  them,  a  son,  Lucius  S. 

Lucius  S.  .Allen  was  reared  in  Enfield,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  at  the  public  schools  of 
Thompsonville  until  the  age  of  sixteen  vears.  when 
he  comn\enced  business  life  as  a  clerk  in  a  store  in 
that  village,  remaining  there  some  twenty  years. 
He  then  eneaged  in  his  present  business,  and  since 
1889  has  owned  the  farm  he  now  cultivates. 

On  Jan.  5,  1887,  'Mr.  Allen  married  ^fary, 
daughter  of  Robert  and  ^Lary  (Schlich  )  Diedrich. 
of  Thompsonville,  and  three  children  have  gracefl 
this  u!iion :  Lucius  D.,  Mavilla  and  \'iola  R.  The 
family  are  mcml)crs  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  in 
politics  Mr.  Allen  is  a  Democrat. 

ALFRED  J.  EXSTCA'.  one  of  the  most  ener- 
getic and  enter]irising  young  farmers  and  ti'bacco 
j^rowers  of  Hockanum,  town  of  Ea-t  Idartford.  is 
a  descendant  of  one  of  the  eldest  faiuilies  in  the 


I  State  of  Connecticut,  and,  indeed,  of  .\ew  England, 
'  and  is  the  youngest  son  of  Elizin-  R.  and.  Delia 
I  (Brewer)    Ensign,  of  whom  a   full  biographical 
itcoril  is  g;\'ep.  in  the  life  sketch  of  I'.  Howard 
Ensign.    He  was  born  Dec.  8.  i8(><.;,  in  the  house 
,  which  was  mo\ed  acro^s  tlie  road  and  replacedi  by 
i  the  modern'  dwelling  in  which  Eii/ur  R.  1-Insign  is 
I  passing  the  latter  years  of  his  long  and  useful  life. 
I        Alfred  J.  Ensign  in  his  boyhood  was  mucii  given 
1  tt.  study,  anil  studied  intelligentlv.     He  first  at- 
!  tended  the  Willow  Brook  schools,  and  among  his 
'  teachers  were  Miss  Louise  Jirewer  and  Edward  An- 
j  drews,  both  popular  in  their  day  as  mstructors  of 
I  yiuuh.    From  the  Willow  Brook  schools  he  went  to 
tb.e  Hartford  Public  High  School,  from  which  he 
j  graduated  in  188S,  in  a  class  of  eighty-six  pupils, 
j  He  then  passed  a  year  on  the  home  farm,  but  hail  a 
I  desire  to  further  improve  himself,  and  for  a  year  at- 
j  tended  ^Moody's  select  school  at  ?ilount  Hermon. 
j  Mass.,  where  he  finished  his  education  in  1890.  re- 
turned to  his  home,  and  assisted  in  the  cultivation 
of  the  farm. 

!        On  X'ov.  9,   1892,  ]Mr.  Ensign  married  ]Miss 
I  Laura  W.  Pitkin,  whose  ancestors  were  so  promi- 
ricnt  in  the  earlv  history  of  Connecticut.    !Mrs.  En- 
sign was  born  Sept.  15,  1870,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Leonard  T.  and  Delia  (Smith)  P^itkin,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  July  31,  1826,  and  the  latter  on 
Julv  9,  1832.    Leonard  T.  Pitkin  was  a  tinner  by 
trade,  and  died  in  Portsmouth,  \"a.,  Alay  19,  1882; 
his  wife  died  in  East  Hartford  May  17,  1887.  An- 
other child,  ]\Iary,  was  born  to  these  parents  June 
j  29,  1867,  but  died  Aug.  3,  of  the  same  year.  To 
I  Air.  and  Airs.  Ensign  one  child,  Evelyn  Alartha, 
was  born  Alay  25,  1894. 

In  politics  Air.  Ensign  is  a  Democrat,  but  has 
never  been  an  ofiice-holder.     In  religion  he  is  a 
Congregationalist,  united  with  the  Hockanum  con- 
gregation when  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  of  this 
!  church  he  is  now  treasurer  and  collector.  His  wife 
j  is  also  a  member,  and  both  lead  most  exemplary 
1  lives.    Air.  Ensign  is  very   enterprising,  industri- 
j  ous  and  energetic,  being  what  is  usually  designated 
I  a  "hustler,"'  and  his  farm  and  dwellings  are  models 
j  of  neatness  and  thrift.  He  and  his  wife  are  greatly 
i  respected  for  their  iriany  personal  excellencies,  and 
I  socially   miugle  with  the  best   residents  of  East 
j  Hartford  and  vicinity. 

i  AIARTIX  ROBERTS.  For  many  generations 
i  the  Roberts  family  has  held  high  rank  in  the  annals 
!  of  Hartford  county,  exemplifying  that  type  of  citi- 
zenship which  leads  in  national  growth  and  prog- 
'■ess,  energetic,  intellectual,  guided  by  high  ideals. 
It  is  not  an  easy  task  to  attain  and  maintain  the  ad- 
vanced standards  thus  imposed  by  the  leading  spirits 
of  a  community.  To  the  many  who  are  familiar 
with  the  character  and  attainments  of  the  Roberts 
familv  in  past  generations,  and  who  are  acquainted 
with'AIartin  Roberts,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
the  inference  will  be  tmconsciously  drawn  tliat  he 
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represents  in  ihe  present  generation  tlie  sanie  prin- 
ciples and  the  same  elevated  stan.ilard  of  citizenship 
that  were  lived  by  his  forefathers.  The  ancestral 
history  of  Mr.  Roberts  and  that  of  his  father,  Ira 
T.  Ivnberts.  appear  elsewhere. 

Our  subject  was  born  near  Silver  Lane,  in  the 
town  of  b"a-t  Jfanford,  X(>\-.  ^  i''^47.  son  of  l>-a  J\ 
and  Charlotte  Corinthia  (Cowles)  Roberts.  He  is 
of  the  sixth  generation  from  \\'illiam  Roberts,  the 
founder  of  the  family  in  America,  the  line  of  de- 
scent being  through  (  2)  Benjamin,  son^  of  William 
and  Dorothy  (Forbes)  Roberts,  born  ]\Iarch  8, 
169S;  (3)  George,  born  Xov.  22,  1752;  (4)  Ozias, 
born  Aug.  10,  17S5;  (5)  Ira  T.,  born  Feb.  10,  1817; 
to.  (6)  ^lartin,  our  subject. 

The  latter  was  reared  upon  his  father's  farm 
in  East  Hartford.  He  attended  the  district  schools 
until  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age,  his  first  teachers 
being  Miss  IMary  Pratt  and  J.  O.  Hurlburt;  Tim- 
othy Steel  anti  Dr.  Fuller  were  also  among  his  earlv 
instructors.  For  these  early  schools  ]\Ir.  Roberts 
has  only  the  kindest  remembrances.  He  was  an  apt 
pupil,  excelling  especially  in  mathematics,  in  which 
branch  it  was  seldom  that  he  was  not  at  the  head  of 
his  class.  He  attended  the  East  Hartford  school 
under  IMajor  Camp,  and  passed  examination  for  ad- 
mission to  the  Hartford  high  school ;  but  he  did 
not  attend.  The  duties  of  the  farm  proved  the 
obstacle  to  further  education  in  the  schools.  He 
was  raised  a  farmer  boy  and  did  not  shirk  its  unin- 
viting toil.  At  seventeen  he  was  competent  to  take 
the  scythe  and  keep  in  line  with  old  and  experienced 
hands.  The  disciplinary  training  he  received  from 
his  father  was  of  great  importance  to  him  in  after 
life.  He  was  encouraged  when  a  young  man  to 
engage  in  farm  work  with  his  brothers,  and  was 
associated  with  them  at  different  times  in  carrying 
on  the  farm.  He  first  made  a  business  arrangement 
of  that  character  with  his  brother  William. 
Throughout  the  many  years  of  his  associated  farm- 
ing only  the  most  harmonious  relationship  existed. 
In  1882  }ilr.  Roberts  began  to  operate  a  farm  alone, 
and  has  since  then  continued  most  successfully. 
He  has  built  his  present  pleasant  home  and  the 
other  buildings  on  the  farm.  For  years  he  gave 
especial  attention  to  market  gardening,  but  in  recent 
years  he  has  been  devoted  more  largely  to  tobacco 
culture. 

]\Ir.  Roberts  was  married  in  the  autumn  of  1868 
to  Miss  Ellen  Burnham,  daughter  of  Julius  and 
Laura  (Hills)  Burnham,  who  bore  him  four  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Walter  R.,  at  home;  Nellie  B., 
now  the  wife  of  Herbert  A.  Judson,  of  Silver  Lane, 
and  the  mother  of  two  children,  Leon  W.,  and 
Ellen  R. ;  J.  Wilbur,  who  was  married  Aug.  8,  1900, 
to  Aliss  Jennie  Alice  House,  and  is  living  at  the  old 
Robert's  homestead;  and  Laura  H.,  at  home.  Mrs. 
Roberts  died  Jan.  2,  1882,  and  was  buried  at  East 
Hartford.  For  his  second  wife  ?vlr.  Roberts  mar- 
ried Miss  Hattie  Gillespie,  who  was  born  in  North 


i  r.lanford,  Mass.,  and  from  the  age  of  five  and  one- 
I  half  years  was  reared  in  Hartford. 
;  In  politics  ~S\\-.  Roberts  is  a  Republican  in  State 
arid  National  issues,  but  in  local  elections  the  ciiarac- 
;  ter  and  ability  of  the  candidate  outweigh  political 
;  atliliations.  lie  has  served  as  assessor  and  on  the 
I  scliool  committee,  besides  filling  various  other  local 
:  offices.  He  is  a  farmer  of  unusual  intelligence,  is 
'  well  informed,  possessing  a  good  memory,  and  his 
!  knowledge  and  ability  he  applies  not  only  to  his  own 
<  material  affairs  Init  to  the  best  interests  of  the  com- 
munity, for  he  is  an  eminently  public-spirited  citi- 
zen. In  his  farm  work  he  is  modern  and  scientific, 
j  and  has  always  been  highly  successful.  He  possesses 
I  the  strictest  integrity,  is  courteous  and  affable  in 
i  manner,  and  in  private  life  exhibits  the  same  high 
1  and  commanding  characteristics  which,  as  a  busi- 
I  ncss  man,  have  made  his  life  a  success. 

'       JASON  ^lONROE  TAYLOR,  an  industrious, 
i  enterprising  and  energetic  farmer  of  Kensington, 
I  was  born  Dec.  7,  1859,  in  the  house  where  he  now 
I  lives,  a  son  of  George  and  Harriet  ^laria  (Hale.) 
I  Taylor,  of  whom  extended  mention  is  made  in  the 
j  sketch  of  Nelson  F.  Taylor,  elsewhere, 
j       The  primary  education  of  our  subject  was  ob- 
I  tained  in  the  Kensington  schools,  and  later  he  was 
i  for  two  years  a  student  in  the  academy  at  South- 
j  ington.    On  leaving  school,  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years,  he  began  learning  the  trade  of  silver  plating 
i  with  the  ]\Ieriden  Silver  Plate  Co.,  where  he  re- 
mained three  years.'  He  then  went  to  Shelton  (now 
Derby),  Conn.,  where  he  worked  for  the  Derby 
Silver  Plate  Co.  for  the  same  length  of  time.  The 
'  following  year  he  spent  on  the  home  farm,  and 
then,  in  company  with  his  brother,  Horace  Lester 
Taylor,  he  went  to  Petersburg,  Va.,  going  into  the 
grocery  business  there ;  but  not  being  pleased  with 
the  locality  he  returned  to  Berlin  a  year  later, 
I  and  has  since  devoted  liis  energies  to  agricultural 
!  pursuits,  successfully  operating  the  old  home  farm 
I  of  150  acres.    He  is  a  thorough  and  systematic 
I  farmer,  and  due  success  has  not  been  denied  him. 
j       On  Oct.  10,  1S83,  IMr.  Taylor  married  Miss 
i  Clara  Ellsworth  Elliott,  who  was  born  Dec.  5,  i860, 
I  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Louise  (Bonney)  Elliott, 
i  Her  father  was  a  commercial  traveler  of  Rochester, 
I  Mass.    Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  two  children  : 
i  Clarence  Elliott,  born  ]\Iarch  6,  1888;  and  [Mildred 
;  Louise,  born  I\Iarch  26,  1892.    Both  are  now  attend- 
ing the  district  schools  in  Kensington.    ]\Irs.  Taylor 
is  a  consistent    member    of    the  Congregational 
,  Church  of  Kensington,  the  services  of  which  our 
I  stibjectalso  attends,  and  the  children  are  members  of 
I  the  Sunday-school.    Air.  Taylor  usually  supports 
,  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Democratic  party,  but 
;  is  not  radical  in  his  political  views.    He  is  now 
serving  as  registrar  of  votes,  also  as  member  of  the 
consolidated  school  board,  and  has  been  a  member 
of  the  district  school  committee  and  constable  for 
'  one  term.    Socially  he  belongs  to  Silver  City  Lodge, 
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No.  3,  A.  O.  U.  W'.,  of  .Mcridcn,  and  was  a  inoinbcr 
of  Kensington  <"irangc  until  it  tlishandod.  ilc  is 
a  pleasant,  gonial  gentleman,  well-liked  hy  his 
neighbors  and  all  who  know  hiin. 

HE^■R^■  AIAOUI)  GRl.^WXJLD,  a  retired 
farmer  in  th.e  town  of  Maneluster.  was  born  l"eb. 
14,  1.8jO.  on  the  plaoe  whieh  is  stilll  his  home,  and 
has  lived  a  life  of  industry  and  u.sefulncss,  gaining 
a  prominent  plaee  among  the  substantial  eitizens  of 
his  community. 

Mr.  Gris\vold"s  great-grandfather,  White  Gris- 
wold,  was  born  in  Connectieut,  and  married  Eliza- 
beth Cheney,  a  member  of  an  old  Connectieut  fam- 
ily. He  entered  the  American  service  during  the 
Revolution,  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  British  at  Phil- 
adelphia, and  died  in  prison.  Our  subject's  grand- 
father, Deacon  Daniel  \\".  Grisv.old,  was  a  native 
of  the  town  of  Manchester,  and  was  a  clockmaker 
by  trade,  carrying  on  the  manufacture  of  clocks  in 
Manchester  for  some  years.  Later  he  became  a 
manufacturer  of  powder,  and  he  also  engaged  in 
farming  to  some  extent,  continuing  these  vocations 
until  he  retired  on  account  of  old  age. 

Edw"ard  Griswold,  father  of  Henry  A.,  was  born 
at  Manchester  Center,  Jan.  30,  1793,  and  grew  to 
manhood  in  his  native  place,  remaining  in  the  town 
of  his  birth  until  about  the  time  -of  his  marriage, 
when  his  father  gave  him  the  farm  in  the  town  of 
Manchester,  part  of  which  is  now  owned  l.iy  his 
son  Henry  A.  Here  he  carried  on  farming  for  the 
remainder  of  his  days,  passing  away  March  30, 
1864.  On  Oct.  12,  1819,  he  wedded  -Miss  Laura 
Hubbard,  of  Bolton,  who  was  born  I-'eb.  19,  1799. 
daughter  of  Deacon  X^athaniel  and  Eunice  (Alvord) 
Hubbard.  Eight  children  came  to  this  union,  of 
whom  Edward  H.,  born  Jtily  15,  1S20,  died  about 
1894;  Daniel  W.,  born  ^larcli  30.  1S22:  Laura, 
born  ^March  24,  1824,  is  the  wife  of  \\"illiam  PL 
Jones,  of  ^Manchester;  Henry  A.  is  the  subject 
proper  of  these  lines  ;  Ralph,  born  July  26,  1829,  died 
Sept.  9,  1846;  Charles,  born  Oct.  7,  1832,  entered  the 
ministry  of  the  Methodist  Church,  but  subsequently 
took  up  the  study  of  medicine,  and  is  now  a  practic- 
ing physician  in  St.  Paul,  2\Iinn. :  Charlotte  J.,  born 
Jan.  7,  1835,  is  the  widow  of  John  F.  Williams; 
Mary  A.,  born  Nov.  11,  1842,  has  been  principal  of 
a  public  school  in  Davenport,  Iowa,  for  nineteen 
years. 

Henry  A.  Griswold  commenced  study  in  the 
pioneer  school  which  stood  al>jut  where  Main  street 
crosses  the  railroad  track  at  Manchester,  and  wdiich 
was  equipped  after  the  primitive  fashion  of  these 
days,  with  slab  benches  for  seats  and  other  rude 
arrangements.  Plis  first  teachers  were  Lenora 
Brown  and  Nathaniel  Kecney.  Later  he  attended  a 
private  school  taught  by  William  S.  Williams,  at 
Manchester  Center,  and  one  taught  by  Walter 
McKee,  at  Euckland's  Corners,  receiving  in  all  a 
good,  practical  training.  He  was  inducted  into  the 
mysteries  of  agriculture  on  h's  fatlier's  farm,  and 


was  also  on  the  farm  of  his  grandfather  part  of  the 
'  time  until  he  reached  the  age  of  seventeen,  after 
j  which  he  was  engaged  for  eight  years  in  tlie  snk 
I  mills  of  Manchester,  whieh  were  contlucted  by  Wili- 
I  iani  H.  Ji-'nes.  On  July  3.  1S49,  lu-  was  united  m  mar- 
i  riage  with  Miss  ICliza  Ann,  tlanghter  of  Deacon 
I  Dan  and  Phila  t^Lamphere)  Russell,  of  Ellington, 
I  Conn.,  and  the  same  year  they  settled  on  the  place 
I  which  has  ever  since  been  his  home — part  of  the 
old  h<JnK■^te.'.d 

Mr.  Griswold  engaged  in  general  farming  and 
trucking,  by'  industry  and  thriflv  management  gain- 
ing a  comfortable  living  from  his  land,  which  he 
improved  constantly  until  it  became  a  valuable 
property,  nuich  of  which  he  has  since  sokl  in  small 
lots  for  building  purposes.  He  has  given  strict 
attention  to  the  cuhivation  of  his  farm,  but  has  also 
found  time  to  interest  himself  in  r.ffairs  of  local  pub- 
lic importance,  and  has  held  various  town  offices, 
gaining  the  good-will  of  all  by  his  intelligent  and 
faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  connected  with  his 
official  positions.  For  two  years  he  served  as 
selectman,  for  several  years  as  a  member  of  the 
board  of  relief,  and  for  three  terms  as  assessor, 
'"proving  himself  as  efficient  as  he  is  public-spirited. 
His  political  support  has  always  been  given  to  the- 
Republican  party.  Mr.  Griswold  has  been  a  hard 
worker  all  h^s  life,  but  like  his  father  he  has  always 
practiced  temperance  in  all  things,  having  never 
used  intoxicating  liquors  or  tobacco  in  any  form ; 
he  is  well  preserved  in  spite  of  his  seventy-four 
}ears.  He  abandoned  active  work  several  years 
ago,  and  now  lives  in  peaceful  and  quiet  enjoyment 
of  the  competence  which  rewarded  his  years  of  toil, 
honored  and  esteemed  by  his  neighbors  and  nnmer- 
our  friends. 

To  ^Ir.  and  ]Mrs.  Griswold  was  born  one  daugh- 
ter, Alice  E.,  wdio  is  now  the  wife  of  Whitmore 
Emmons,  of  Hartford,  and  thev  have  one  daughter, 
Katherine  Louise  Emmons.  ]Mrs.  Griswold,  the 
mother  of  ]Mrs.  Alice  E.  Emmons,  dying  in  1895, 
]Mr.  Griswold,  for  his  second  wife,  wedded,  Sept. 
7,  rS97,  2^1  rs.  Sarah  Barron,  widow  of  x\lfred 
Barron,  and  daughter  of  Thomas  Crossley.  ]Mr. 
Griswold  is  an  active  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  w  hich  he  joined  in  early  manhood,  and  has 
been  prominent  in  the  work  of  the  second  Congre- 
gational Church  of  ^Manchester,  in  which  he  has 
served  as  deacon  for  eighteen  years.  His  father  also 
belonged  to  that  denomination.  Our  subject  has  a 
comfortaljlc,  pleasant  home,  and  the  large  majile 
trees  which  stand  in  front  of  his  residence  were 
planted  by  his  own  hand. 

CHRLSTLVX  HAXDEL,  one  of  the  best  farm- 
ers of  ILirtford  county,  one  whose  farm  and  buikl- 
ings  by  their  exceedingly  well-kept  appearance  fur- 
nish unmistakable  evidence  of  thrift,  system  and 
the  best  of  management,  is  a  German  by  birth,  and 
1  one  of  the  oldest  Germans  in  East  Hartford.  He 
came  to  the  United  States  with  his  parents  when  a 
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bo_\ ,  ami  readily  adojitcd  American  habits  and  cus- 
toms, w  hile  relainiiiL:  the  many  sterlinq:  (|u;i]ities  of 
his  native  land.  J  lis  loyalty  to  this  to  him  new- 
country  w  as  sliow  n  hy  hi>  long-  and  faithful  service 
as  a  soldier  during  the  C'\\i\  war. 

Mr.  Handel  was  horn  in  W'ittenberg.  Gcrmanv, 
Jan.  u).  1840,  son  of  riulip  A.  and  Christina  Deck- 
er) Handel.  The  father  was  horn  in  Wittenberg 
in  1813,  so!i  of  Philip  Handel,  a  business  man,  wdio 
was  proprietor  of  a  hotel,  a  dealer  in  horses,  and  a 
man  of  considerable  imi^ortance  in  his  localitv.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  reared  as  a  farmer  bov. 
His  eldest  daug-hter,  Fredericka,  first  came  to  Amer- 
ica, and  the  favorable  reports  of  the  new  land  w  hich 
she  sent  home  brought  her  father  and  our  subject, 
who  sailed  in  June,  1S53,  t'""^  mother  following-  in 
1S55.  Upon  his  arrival  at  Xew  York  in  1853, 
after  a  voyage  of  forty-two  davs,  Philip  Handel 
found  temporary  employment,  but  in  Januarv,  1S54, 
he  can-ie  to  Glastonbury,  Conn.,  where  he  worked 
for  a  time  in  a  shoddy  factory.  In  1856  he  located 
at  Curtisville  (now  Xaubuc),  and  there  worked  in 
the  spoon  and  spectacle  factory  for  some  time.  In 
1857  he  bought  from  Daniel  Winslow  the  farm  at 
the  corner  of  Maple  and  Forbes  streets,  in  East 
Hartford.  In  1S65  he  built  the  house,  barn  and 
other  buildings,  and  there  on  the  farm  he  remained 
until  his  death.  In  1863  he  returned  to  Germany 
on  a  business  trip,  and  was  absent  ten  months. 
He  died  Jan.  i,  1S80,  aged  sixty-seven  years,  and 
was  buried  in  Hockanum  cemetery.  Flis  w-ife  sur- 
vived him  six  months.  In  politics  Philip  Handel 
was  a  Democrat.  He  was  public-spirited  and  took 
a  deep  interest  in  all  wortliy  movements,  was  an 
industrious,  hard-working  citizen,  and  at  his  death 
left  an  honored  name  and  a  comy)etence  to  his 
family.  His  children  were  as  follow-s :  Fredericka 
(now  ]Mrs.  Fred  W'uterich.  of  ^vleriden)  ;  Jacob,  a 
mechanic,  who,  w-hile  a  foreman  in  the  Parker 
shop,  at  ^leriden.  Conn.,  was  accidentally  killed  by 
a  stove  falling  upon  him  from  a  wagon;  Christian, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Paulina  (Mrs.  Charles 
Sorries,  of  South  ^tleriden,  Conn.);  Louise  (]Vlrs. 
Charles  Vouch,  of  Hockanum,  Conn.);  Gottleib,  a 
farmer  of  East  Hartford ;  Emma  ( Mrs.  Joseph 
Hirth,  of  Hartford);  Ik-rtha,  of  Hartford;  and 
Katie  (Mrs.  Benjan-iin  h'ulton,  of  Hartford). 

As  a  boy  Christian  Handel,  our  subject,  fully 
knew  the  meaning  of  toil.  He  attended  the  schools 
of  his  native  land,  and  when  he  came  to  America 
with  his  father  in  1853,  ^"'^  '^^  thirteen  years, 

he  found  employment  in  a  Xew  York  restaurant. 
He  accompanied  his  father  to  Hartford  by  boat 
and  to  Glastonbury  by  stage,  and  for  two  years  was 
employed  in  a  shoddy  mill  at  Eagleville,  the  first 
year  at  $5  per  month  and  the  second  year  at  $8  ])er 
month.  Fie  then  went  to  Curtisville,  and  for  over 
a  year  was  en-iployed  in  the  factory  there.  After 
a  difference  with  his  "boss"  he  engaged  for  a  tiiue 
in  farming,  and  later  worked  at  the  trade  of  bur- 
nisher at  Xaubuc,  Meriden  and  elsewhere. 


In  the  spring  of  i8(')i,  at  the  first  call  for  troops. 
Christian  Handel  enlisted  in  Conipany  B,  ist  Ivcgi- 
meiU  Ct)nn.  \  .  1..  for  the  threc-nu >nins'  service,  and 
his  hr^t  engagement  wa.s  at  Pull  Run.  Al  the  ex- 
piration of  his  si^rvice  he  re-enlisled  for  tln-cc  years 
in  Companv  11,  dlh  Conn.  \".  I.,  becoming  sergeant. 
Pruceetling  from  Hartford  to  Washington,  the  regi- 
ment was  forwarded  to  Hilton  lieatl,  S.  C.  Sergt. 
Handel  ren-iained  with  the  regiment  until  its  dis- 
charge,  ' i"'^i'''''-~'P'i'-i'lU  i'''  '^^  various  engagements. 
For  a  time  lie  w-as  detached  on  si)ecial  duty  in  the 
provost  marshal's  department  at  llilton  Head.  He 
was  discharged  in  September,  1S64. 

Returning  liome,  Mr.  Handel  reniained  on  the 
farm  for  a  time  with  his  father.  During  the  win- 
ter of  1864-65  he  helped  to  cut  tiic  timlier  to  build 
the  house  and  barn,  w-hich  were  the  first  luiildings 
on  the  fariu  that  he  j-iow  occui)ies.  In  May,  1865, 
he  went  to  }*Ieriden,  and  there  at  Xo.  297  Main 
street,  he  successfully  conducted  a  hotel  business 
until  1882.  In  that  year  he  came  to  Hockanu-n, 
bought  out  the  heirs  of  the  home  farm,  and  became 
a  prosperous  and  successful  farmer. 

On  July  14,  1866,  ]\Ir.  Handel  married  Miss 
Paulina  ^^'uterich,  a  native  of  Wittenberg,  Ger- 
many, daughter  of  Frederick  Wuterich,  coming  to 
the  United  States  when  twelve  years  of  age.  She 
proved  a  w^orthy  helpmeet  of  her  husband.  Fler 
death  occurred  on  the  farm  April  20,  1889.  To 
'Sir.  and  I\lrs.  Handel  w-ere  born  the  following  chil- 
dren: Edw-ard,  of  Hockanun:  I'.ertha,  at  home; 
Rosa,  a  dressmaker  of  Flartford  ;  Mary;  Christian 
F. ;  Albert,  at  home;  Pauline,  a  school  teacher; 
William,  an  employe  in  the  Hartford  Life  Insurance 
Co. ;  and  Florence. 

In  politics  Mr.  Handel  has  usually  voted  the 
Democratic  ticket,  but  he  is  independent,  and  selects 
the  best  man  regardless  of  politics.  In  the  presi- 
dential campaign  of  1896  he  voted  for  William  'Mc- 
Kinlev.  He  is  a  member  of  Titona  Lodge,  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  at  Aleriden.  In  physique  he  is  a  man  of  im- 
jjosing  presence,  but  notwithstanding  his  giant  frame 
he  is  one  of  the  most  genial  and  companionable  men 
to  be  found  in  East  Hartford.  He  has  displayed 
marked  ability  as  a  farmer.  Fie  possesses  every 
convenience  for  a  well-regulated  farm,  is  progres- 
sive in  his  methods,  engages  extensively  in  tobacco 
raising  and  in  dairying,  and  with  the  aid  of  his 
intelligent  and  industrious  children  is  bringing 
riches  from  one  of  the  finest  tobacco  farms  in  the 
Connecticut  valley,  than  which  there  is  none  better 
kei)t,  none  in  a  higher  state  of  cultivation.  ^Ir. 
Handel  has  won  his  way  from  poverty  to  the  en- 
viable position  which  he  now  occupies,  and  is  a 
splendifl  instance  of  the  self-made  man. 

GEORGE  P:ARL  SAMSOX.  .Many  of  the 
early  Xew  Englanders  were  sea-faring  men.  They 
were  also  men  of  intellectual  force  and  education. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a  snl)stantial  and  influ- 
ental  farmer  of  Glastonbury,  has  an  ancestry  in 
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wliicli  appeared  botli  the  adventurous  spirit  of  l!io 
hardy  sailor  and  the  love  of  Ioarnin5-  so  decplv  in- 
stilled in  the  Puritan  character. 

Zadoc  Samson,  his  grandlath.er.  was  a  native  of 
Plymouth,  Mass.,  a  son  of  a  wealthy  citizen  in 
whose  lineage  were  many  traditions  of  active  and 
gallant  achievements  on  sea.  Zadoc  had  a  taste  for 
an  education,  and  entering'  Dartmouth  College  in 
due  time  completed  the  course  and  graduated.  A 
brother  served  in  the  Revolutionary  cause,  and  was 
with  Paul  Jones  in  the  mcmorahle  naval  conflict 
between  the  "Bonhomme  Richard"  and  the  "Ser- 
apis,"  in  the  English  channel.  Prior  to  the  war  of 
1812  Zadoc  Samson  entered  into  a  contract  to  fur- 
nish the  government  with  amnnmition  ^nd  other 
supplies.  The  hostilities  increased  his  obligations 
so  tremenduously  that  he  had  to  make  large  prep- 
arations at  great  expense  to  increase  the  amottnt, 
and  the  termination  of  the  war  brought  him  heavy 
loss.  He  then  located  at  Glastonbury,  on  !Main 
street,  inunediately  north  of  the  Thaddeus  Wells 
home,  where  he  practiced  his  profession,  that  of 
medicine.  He  became  a  man  of  great  prominence, 
and  remained  in  Glastonbury  until  his  death,  in 
1830,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven.  He  married  Airs. 
Anna  Talcott  \\'elles,  a  native  of  Glastonbury,  and 
to  them  were  born  five  children :  Sophia,  who  mar- 
ried Benjamin  Moseley,  a  farmer  of  Glastonbury; 
William,  who  married  Dorothy  Plouse,  and  was  a 
sea-faring  man,  occupying  for  many  years  the  old 
homestead  at  Glastonbury  ;  Guv,  who  married  Emma 
Gaines,  and  was  a  farmer  of  Glastonbury;  ^Martha, 
who  married  Henry  Talcott,  of  Glastonbury;  and 
Earl,  the  father  of  our  subject. 

Earl  Samson  was  born  in  Glastonbury  about 
1812.  He  received  a  good  district-school  education, 
and  when  a  young  man  went  on  a  merchant  ship  and 
sailed  to  various  parts  of  the  world.  He  began  as 
a  common  sailor,  and  soon  became  a  skillful  mariner, 
later  in  life  commanding  a  number  of  vessels.  Re- 
tiring from  the  water,  he  purchased  the  farm  in 
Glastonbury  now  occupied  by  ]\Iichael  Liebler,  and 
there  spent  the  remaining  years  of  his  life,  dying 
in  1892.  He  married  2\Iary  Sellew,  daughter  of 
Russell  and  Polly  (Loveland)  Sellew,  and  to  them 
were  born  five  children :  I\Iary,  who  married 
Charles  Bogue,  a  mechanic,  who  enlisted  in  a  Kan- 
sas regiment  during  the  Civil  war,  and  was  killed  in 
that  State,  while  on  a  scouting  expedition ;  George 
Earl,  our  subject;  Eugene,  who  is  married  and 
lives  in  Jersey  City.  X.  J.,  a  well-known  pilot ;  Adel- 
bert,  who  married  Harriet  House,  and  was  a  farmer 
of  Glastonbury  until  his  death,  in  1S92;  and  Anna, 
who  married  Howard  Ensign,  and  lives  in  ICa>t 
Hartford. 

George  Earl  Samson  was  born  April  24,  1842, 
in  Curtisville  (now  Naubuc),  Glastonbury,  Conn. 
His  education  was  received  in  the  district  schools, 
and  wlien  a  young  man  he  had  a  strong  inclination 
to  go  to  sea,  but  poor  health  ijrevented.  Eor  sev- 
eral years  he  worked  in  a  spectacle  factorv  near  his 


home,  th.en  went  to  Xcw  Haven,  and  for  about  nine 
years  was  foreman  in  the  factory  of  J.  E.  Spencer. 
Returning  to  Glastonbury,  he  conductct!  a  milk 
ruute  for  a  time,  and  then  engaged  in  farming,  at 
the  same  time  dealing  in  wood.  He  purchased  his 
present  farm  at  Addison,  cleared  it  of  a  considerable 
amount  of  tiniher.  erected  all  the  buildings,  and  now 
has  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  neighborhood.  He 
very  successfullv  carries  on  tobacco  raising  and 
dairy  farming. 

Mr.  Samson  was  married,  in  1S66,  to  ]\Iiss  Kath- 
erine  Horslcy,  a'  native  of  England,  who  when  a 
child  came  to  America.  Two  children  have  blessed 
this  union  :  Eugene,  who  married,  in  October,  1898, 
!Miss  Allena  Taylor, 'a  native  of  South  Alanchester, 
and  lives  at  Addison  ;  and  Katherine,  at  home.  In 
politics  Mr.  Samson  is  a  Democrat,  and  he  has  been 
elected  to  manv  of  the  local  ofiices  of  responsiliility 
and  trust.  Himself  and  family  are  members  of  tlie 
Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  has  served  in  a  num- 
ber of  official  capacities.  He  has  been  a  prominent 
member  of  Plillstown  Grange,  Xo.  87,  of  which  he 
was  master  for  several  years,  and  was  made  a 
member  of  Dascam  Lodge,  X*o.  86,  E.  &  A.  ]M., 
thirty-five  years  ago.  Mr.  Samson  is  a  man  of  pleas- 
ant and  impressive  address,  in  whom  the  courtesies 
and  kindnesses  of  disposition  are  predominant ;  but 
though  quiet  in  manner  he  is  firm  in  principle  and 
conviction,  and  his  name  throughout  the  community 
is  held  in  the  highest  esteem. 

CARL  FRAXK  MELCHERT,  a  leading  florist 
of  Berlin,  comes  from  the  Fatherland,  and  the 
strongest  and  most  creditable  characteristics  of  the 
Teutonic  race  have  been  marked  elements  in  his 
life,  and  have  enabled  him  to  win  success  in  the 
face  of  opposing  circumstances.  He  possesses  the 
energv'  and  determination  which  mark  the  people 
of  Germany,  and  by  the  exercise  of  his  powers  he 
has  steadily  progressed,  and  is  now  at  the  head  of 
a  prosperous  business. 

Air.  Alelchert  was  born  in  Pomerania,  Germany, 
April  22,  1852,  a  son  of  August  and  Augusta 
(Krenke;  Alelchert,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in. 
Germany.  The  father  was  also  a  florist.  L'ntil  six- 
teen years  of  age  our  subject  attended  school  in 
his  native  land,  and  then  spent  two  years  in  learn- 
ing the  florist's  trade  with  a  Mr.  Gardner.  As  a 
florist  he  then  had  charge  of  a  private  garden  for 
a  year  and  a  half,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time 
joined  the  German  army,  in  which  he  served  for 
three  years,  taking  part  in  the  war  with  l-'rance. 
He  was  shot  during  that  conflict,  and  for  nine  weeks 
was  unfit  for  duty.  After  leaving  the  army  he  went 
to  Russia,  where  he  was  florist  in  a  private  family 
for  three  years,  and  then,  rather  than  join  the  Rus- 
sian army,  he  returned  to  Germany. 

On  Alay  24,  1878,  Mr.  Alelchcrt  married  Aliss 
Amelia  Kudrian,  who  was  born  in  Pomerania,  Ger- 
many, May  6,  1851,  a  daughter  of  Oliver  and  Char- 
lotte (Gorkow)  Kudrian.    To  them  were  born  the 
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followiiiL!^  chiUlrcn:  l-"Jsl)etIi  Charlotte,  born  Feb. 
12,  1879.  died  Del.  25,  and  was  bnried  in 

Germany;  Paul  Robert,  born  I'el).  13,  1S81,  is  a 
cadet  engineer  in  tlic  I'nited  States  Guverinnent 
service,  and  is  now  in  tlic  Philippines;  brancisco 
Charlotte,  liorn  in  Stamford,  Conn.,  Dec.  26,  18S5, 
is  at  home;  Wonder  Pauline,  born  Xov.  25,  18S7, 
is  deceaseil  ;  Carl  Arthur,  born  April  9,  1889,  is  at 
home;  and  Walter  Robert,  born  ^larch  i,  1892,  died 
July  15,  1892. 

Mr.  Melchert  was  employed  as  a  private  florist 
in  German V  until  April  22,  188 1,  when  he  sailed 
from  Belgium  for  London,  and  from  there  went  to 
Liverpool,  where  he  took  passage  on  a  bite  Star 
liner,  arriving  in  New  York  on  ISl^y  13,  after  a 
verv  rough  voyage.  He  was  first  employed  as  a 
florist  at  Jamaica,  Long  Island,  by  John  Sweink,  a 
broker  of  New  York,  and  then  came  to  Stamford, 
Conn.,  where  he  served  in  the  same  capacity  with 
E.  W.  Peck  for  two  years,  and  W.  L.  Brooks  for 
three  years.  Going  to  INleriden,  he  was  employed 
as  gardener  by  Edward  Miller  for  six  months,  and 
at  the  end  of  that  time  embarked  in  business  on 
his  own  account.  On  Oct.  i,  1S9S,  he  purchased 
A.  A.  Weldon's  place,  in  the  southern  part  of  Ber- 
lin, consisting  of  five  acres  of  ground  and  green- 
houses. Pie  has  made  many  improvements  in  the 
property  since  taking  possession,  and  now  has  six 
large  greenhouses.  He  raises  all  kinds  of  garden 
vegetables,  besides  doing  a  large  wholesale  ilorist 
business,  selling  his  flowers  in  Meriden.  Long  ex- 
perience has  made  him  thoroughly  conversant  with 
the  business,  and  he  is  meeting  with  well-deserved 
success.  lie  has  ever  been  a  hard-working  man, 
and  his  prosperity  is  due  entirely  to  his  industry, 
enterprise  and  perseverance.  Pie  takes  an  active 
part  in  agricultural  matters. 

Politically  ]\Ir.  ]\Ielchert  is  a  stanch  Rciniblican. 
He  attends  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Meridcn,  of 
which  all  the  family  are  members,  and  contributes 
his  share  to  the  work  of  the  church.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  American  Ro.se  Societv ;  of  Harmonia 
Lodge,  No.  2,  of  ]Meriden ;,  and  of  the  Insurance 
Society  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen, 
of  the  same  place. 

EDWARD  GRIS\\'OLD  was  born  ^larch  26, 
1848,  in  the  town  of  }\Ianchester,  Hartford  coun- 
ty, son  of  Daniel  Griswold,  of  whom  a  more  com- 
plete sketch  is  given  in  the  biography  of  H.  A. 
Griswold. 

Edward  Griswold  attended  the  common  schools 
until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  but  his  broader, 
higher,  truer  education  has  been  acquired  through 
his  contact  and  conflict  with  the  world.  After  leav- 
ing school,  while  vet  a  mere  bov,  he  began  life's 
struggle  as  an  employe  in  Keeney  &  Wood's  papi:;r 
mill,  where  he  remained  for  eighteen  months.  His 
next  employment  was  as  a  driver  for  liunce  & 
Cheney,  of  South  Manchester,  Mr.  Griswold  con- 
tinuing in  their  service  until  1881,  when  he  de- 


i  termincd  to  luake  a  business  venture  for  himself, 
!  and  with  that  end  in  view  rented  the  coal  yard  of 
!  Norman  Loomis.    To  borrow  an  expression  from 
I  the  furciblo  slang  of  the  dav,  "he  is  still  doing  busi- 
!  ness  at  the  old  stand."     His  initiative  trade  was  a 
j  modest,  humble  sort,  but  intlustry,  sagacitv  and  in- 
I  tegrity  have  steadily  enlarged  its  volume  until  he 
has  become  an  important  factor  in  the  coal  business 
of  the  locality,  both  wholesale  and  retail,  his  annual 
sales  summing  up  fullv  seven  thousand  tons. 

yiv.  Griswold  is  a  Republican  in  ])oliiics;  while 
not  a  member  of  any  church,  by  jirofession,  his 
Christian  sympathies  manifest  themselves  along  lib- 
eral lines  and  broad  parallels.  His  charity,  while 
unostentatious,  is  generous,  and  his  purse-strings 
are  never  tightly  drawn  against  the  proper  appeal 
of  any  denomination.  On  2\Iay  10,  "1874,  he  was 
n:arried  to  !Miss  Estella  Hosmer. 

'  ALMERON  W.  WICKHA^I,  formerly  super- 
intendent of  the  Plartford  }vlanilla  Paper  Co.'s 
^\'oodland  Mills,  at  Burnside,  is  a  represer.tative 
self-made  man,  efficient  and  self-reliant,  straight- 
forward in  all  his  dealings  with  men,  and  an  ex- 
cellent type  of  the  born  and  bred  New  Engiander, 
the  Wickham  family  being  one  of  the  oldest  in  Con- 
necticut. Our  subject  was  born  3Jay  21,  1862,  in 
the  town  of  Manchester,  Hartford  county,  son  of 
\\'illiam  P.  and  Ann  S.  (Sanders)  Wickham,  grand- 
son of  John  and  ?^telinda  (Colver  )  Wickham,  andi 
great-grandson  of  Hezekiah  Wickham.  The  an- 
cestry is  more  fully  spoken  of  elsewhere. 

Almeron  A\'.  Wickham  was  reared  at  the  place 
of  his  birth,  receiving  his  early  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  Manchester,  where,  among  others, 
he  was  taught  bv  IMiss  Cook  and  George  Holland. 
He  was  trained  to  farm  life  fron.i  earhest  boyliood, 
and  at  tb.e  age  of  fifteen  went  to  live  wit'n  his  uncle, 
Horace  AA'ickham,  in  order  to  secure  a  more  com- 
plete education.  His  ambition  for  a  still  better  ed- 
ucation led  him  to  enter  the  Plartford  Public  High 
School,  where  he  took  a  complete  course,  earning 
his  tuition  by  doing  odd  jobs  around  the  school. 
On  April  i,  1882,  he  was  appointed  shipping  clerk 
at  the  Woodland  Mill,  being  the  lirst  to  hold  the 
position,  the  duties  of  which  he  attended  to  out  of 
school  hours  until  his  graduation  in  June,  18S2,  after 
which  he  gave  it  his  entire  time.  After  a  year  in 
this  incumbency  he  was  made  time-keeper,  lacing 
placed  in  charge  of  outside  work  at  the  mill,  and  in 
1890  he  attained  his  later  responsible  position,  that 
of  superintendent.  Having  been  connected  witli 
the  mill  ever  since  it  was  built,  and  risen  to  a  post 
of  honor  and  importance  from  a  coiuparatively  hum- 
ble beginning,  he  was  familiar  with  every  branch 
and  detail  of  the  work  in  the  establishment,  and 
this  thorough  preparation  for  bis  incumbency,  com- 
bined with  natural  ability,  made  him  an  invaluable 
employe,  and  won  for  him  an  enviable  place  in  the 
esteem  and  confidence  of  his  employers.  Moreover, 
he  gained  this  high  standing  by  liis  own  efforts,  arid 


coo 


COMMEMOR.rni'E  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


he  coinniaiuls  the  rcspeci  oi  all  whu  know  'niin, 
whcilicr  in  Inisinoss  or  in  private  Hi\'.    In  i8g7-i;S 
Mr.  \\  ickhani  was  chosen  as  one  of  the  representa- 
tives of  his  town  in  tlie  State  Legislature,  and  was 
made  a  nieniher  of  the  eoiumittee  on  I'inanee,  an- 
otlier  compliment  to  his  execuii\-e  ahilitv.     As  a 
citizen  he  was  ahvays  foremost  amoni;"  the  pnhhc- 
spirited  and  enterprising"  men  of  tlie  locahtv,  and 
ail  inthtentia!  worker  for  tlie  advancement  and  im- 
jM'Ovement  of    the  town  and    countv,  being'  ever 
identified  especially  with  the  best;  interests  of  East 
Hartford,  where  he  was  jirdbablv  better  known  than 
any  other  man  of  his  age.     i-"raternallv  k,e  was 
identified  with  Xiumeg  Lodge,  A.  O.  U.  \\'.,  of 
East  Hartford,  of  which  he  is  a  charter  member,  and 
had  been  recorder  since  its  organization:  is  a  char- 
ter member  of  Lafayette  Council,  O.  U.  A.  M.,  at  i 
East  Hartford,  in  which  he  lield  various  othces  :  and  i 
was  regent  of  East  Hartford  Council,  Roval  Ar-  I 
canum :  and  a  member  of  Orient  Lodge.  ¥.  &  A.  | 
j\L    Politically  he  is  a  stanch  Republican,  in  this  j 
respect  differing  from  his  ancestors,  including  liis  i 
father,  who  have  been  equally  ardent  supporters  of  | 
the  men  and  measures  of  the  Democratic  part  v.  ! 

In  April,  1SS5,  ^Iv.  W'ickham  was  married  to 
Miss  Margaret  INIcCabe,  of  Salisbury  Mills, 
Orange  Co.,  X.  Y.,  a  daughter  of  James  ]\IcCabe,  j 
and  born  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  Two  children  ; 
have  blessed  this  union :  \\'illiam  E.  and  ^lartha 
Elanor.  Mrs.  \\'ickham  is  a  member  of  the  M.  E. 
Church.  Mr.  \\'ickham  is  now  a  resident  of  Ga- 
lena, Kansas. 

HOX.  OLIVER  THO^IPSOX  (deceased)  was 
for  many  years  prominent  in  the  town  of  Avon,  and 
indeed  throughout  Hartford  countv,  as  a  business 
mail  of  more  than  ordinary  abilitv  and  acumen,  a 
citizen  whose  genuine  worth  was  emphasized  in  all 
his  acts,  and  a  man  wdiose  Christian  character  could  i 
not  fail  to  win  the  respect  of  all  wh3  knew  him,  in  i 
commercial,  public  or  social  life.    As  a  model  citi-  ! 
zen  he  ranked  second  to  none,  and  in  making  a  sue-  > 
cess  of  his  own  career  he  never  forgot  the  duty  he  • 
owed  to  his  community  and  his  fellow  citizens,  nor  ' 
allowed  personal  ends  to  dampen  his  public  spirit  j 
or  the  loyal  interest  in  the  general  welfare  which  j 
was  ever  one  of  his  marked  characteristics.  i 

Mr.  Thompson  was  born  Aug.  5,  1827,  in  what  j 
is  now  known  as  \\'est  Avon,  and  his  family  is  one  | 
of  the  oldest  in  this  part  of  Hartford  county,  his  j 
great-grandfather,  Timothv  Thompson,  liaving  been  , 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  A\on,  which  was  then  , 
included  in  the  towns  of  Xorlhington  and  I'^arm-  i 
ington.    Lot  Thompson,  the  grandfather  of  our  [ 
subject,  also  made  his  home  there,  and  was  one  of  i 
the  most  extensive  farmers  and  landowners  of  his  | 
day.    His  son,  Thaddeus  L.  Thompson,  father  of  | 
Oliver,  was  born  on  the  farm  now  owned  bv  Dr. 
Hacklcy,  removing  thence  to  the  farm  now  owned  bv 
the  family  of  our  subject,  which  was  then  known  as 
the  Demming  place.    Here  he  passed  the  remainder 


of  his  busy  life,  engaging  succcssfullv  in  general 
farming,  stock  raising  and  dairying,  and  he  held 
a  high  position  among  the  best  citizens  of  Avon, 
\\  here  h.e  was  widiel\'  known.  He  wa>  prominent  in 
;  religiou>  work  as  an  .ictive  menilur  of  the  Congre- 
;  galional  Church  of  We^t  Ax  on,  and  as  the  first  man 
I  to  bring  timber  for  the  erection  of  tiieir  house  of 
worship.  Politically  he  was  a  W  hig,  but  though 
an  ardent  supporter  of  the  principles  of  his  partv  he 
look  no  part  in  its  workings  l)eyond  casting  his 
vote,  and  he  never  sought  political  preferment.  On 
June  I.  1812,  Mr.  Thompson  married  Miss  lietsey 
Tillotson,  who  was  a  native  of  Avon  (then  called 
Earmingion),  and  five  children  blessed  their  union: 
Edmund,  born  Eeb.  20,  1813,  who  died  in  Ohio; 
Marcus,  born  July  14.  1815:  one  that  died  in  in- 
fancy, born  Oct.  13,  1818:  Shubul,  born  June  12, 
1821,  who  is  a  deacon  in  the  church:  and  Oliver, 
born  Aug.  5,  1827.  The  n'lothcr  of  these  dying 
Sej)!.  3,  1828,  Mr.  Thompson  wedded  for  his  sec- 
ond wife,  on  Oct.  20,  1829,  Miss  ^^lehitabel  Sanford, 
of  Avon,  and  they  had  three  children  :  Betsey  E., 
born  Sept.  15,  1830,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen; 
Eliza  Ann,  born  June  3,  1833 ;  and  Alnnra,  born 
March  15,  1838.  This  wife  was  laid  lo  rest  in  West 
Avon  cemetery,  where  Mr.  Thompson  is  also  buried. 
He  passed  awav  in  1865. 

C)liver  Thompson  attended  the  district  schools 
of  Avon,  and  passed  his  entire  life  on  the  fartii 
where  he  was  born,  engaging  extensively  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  though  he  was  also  heavily  inter- 
ested in  lumbering.  In  addition  to  general  crops 
he  carried  on  stock  raising,  dairying  and  the  culture 
of  tobacco,  and  he  was  the  largest  land  owner  in 
Avon,  owning  upward  of  600  acres,  in  the  manage- 
ment of  which  he  displayed  rare  ability.  He  de- 
voted special  attention  to  the  improvement  of  the 
Thompson  homestead  farm,  building  a  fine  dwell- 
ing, barns  and  other  outbuildings  which  added  ma- 
terially to  the  beauty  and  value  of  the  property,  in 
the  appearance  of  which  he  took  great  pride,  a  fact 
which  was  evident  even  to  the  casual  observer. 
From  time  to  time  he  i)iuxhased  large  tracts  of 
timber  land, and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  lum- 
ber, and  he  was  uniformly  successful  in  his  business 
enterprises,  in  connection  with  wdiich  he  becanie 
widely  known  throughout  this  region.  He  always 
endeavored  to  do  what  he  considered  the  right,  and 
his  business  associates  learned  to  respect  him  to 
an  unusual  deg'ree,  both  for  his  honestv  of  purpose 
and  strict  integrity  in  all  his  transactions. 

Though  so  intimately  connected  with  the  broader 
life  of  the  community  Mr.  Thompson  was  a  man  of 
quiet  and  domestic  tastes,  temperate  in  his  habits, 
and  devoted  to  his  home  and  family,  who  loved  and 
honored  him  for  his  unselfishness,  kind-hearted 
generosity  and  many  Christian  traits  of  character. 
As  a  neighbor  and  friend  he  wa.i  popular  and  uni- 
versally esteemed,  and  he  exeini)lilie(l  in  his  unas- 
suming but  useful  life  a  high  standard  of  citizen- 
ship and  a  regard  for  the  general  welfare  which,  are 
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well  worthy  c>f  cniui;ui> ui.  In  18(13  he  was  luiiiorotl 
by  his  follow  citizens  in  Axon  with  election  to  the 
State  I  .egislaliire,  where  he  served  his  term  faith- 
fully, ,L;ivin,L^  the  same  thnnohtful  care  to  hi>  duties 
as  a  pul)lio  servant  as  he  devnted  to  iiis  own  in- 
tcrest^.  l)ri5;inally  a  W'hi.u;"  in  ]H)litical  [jredilcction, 
he  became  a  Republican  when  the  new  jiartv  was 
organized,  and  always  sui)i>orteil  its  principles.  For 
over  forty  years  Mr.  Thompson  was  a  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  taking  a  prominent  part 
in  its  various  enterprises,  and  contributing  Hhcrallv 
of  his  amnle  means  to  all  benex'olent  and  charitable 
projects,  in  which  he  was  dceplv  interested.  In 
short,  he  was  a  man  who  lived  a  helpful,  busv  life, 
attending  carefully  to  his  extensive  business  affairs, 
but  with  a  due  regard  for  the  demands  made  upon 
one  of  his  ability  and  resource  bv  the  various  in- 
terests which  occupy  the  intelligent  and  progressive 
classes  of  the  day,  and  bis  death,  which  occurred 
Dec.  3,  1895,  was  regarded  as  a  public  loss  through- 
out this  section. 

In  June,  1858,  Mr.  Thompson  was  married,  in 
Farniington.  to  Miss  Margaret  Colvin,  a  native  of 
Avon,  who  survived  him  until  Oct.  24,  1899.  mak- 
ing her  home  on  the  beautiful  property  mentioned 
above.    She  was  a  woman  of  keen  intelligence  and 
high  Christian  character,  and  always  shared  the 
respect  accorded  her  honored  husband  in  Avon  town. 
Two  sons  were  born  to  this  union.  Howard  Clark 
and  Joseph  Carpenter,  both  of  whom  have  received 
good  educational  opportunities,  and  the  moral  train- 
ing of  Christian  parents  has  not  been  lost  on  these 
two  young  men,  who  take  their  place  among  the 
industrious  and  useful  citizens  of  their  town  as 
business  men  and  in  a  social  way.    The  eldest  son 
attended  the  schools  of  the  home  district  and  Con- 
necticut Literary  Institute,  at  Sufheld,  and  received  j 
his  business  training  under  the  able  direction  of  his  i 
father.    He  is  the  senior  partner  of  the  firm  of  H.  j 
C.  &  J.  C.  Thompson,  lumber  inanufacturers  and 
general  farmers  of  Avon,  and  gives  promise  of  at- 
taining the  high  standing  in  comtnercial  circles  held 
by  his  worthy  father.    He  married  Miss  Elizabeth  ■ 
Chase,  of  W'altham,  Mass.,  who  was  born  Xov.  6, 
1855,  and  they  have  two  children  :    Frank  Oliver,  1 
born  Feb.   14,   1885,  and   Howard  Everett,  born 
Dec.  19,  1887.    Joseph  C.  Thompson  supplemented  i 
his  district-school  training  with  study  at  the  Union- 
ville  Academy,  and  he,  too,  obtained  his  knowledge 
of  business  methods  while  assisting  his  father.  He 
is  now  occupied  in  the  management  of  the  farm, 
where  he  and  his  brother  are  successfully  engaged  \ 
in  the  culutre  of  tobacco,  general  farming  and  stock  j 
raising,  in  addition  carrying  on  one  of  the  largest  1 
dairies  in  Avon.    lie  is  a  stanch  Republican  in  i 
politics.  I 
David  Colvi.v,  the  granfl father  of  INfrs.  Mar-  [ 
garet  (Colvin)  Thompson,  was  a  native  of  West 
Hartford,  and  passed  his  life  in  the  county,  dying 
in  Avon;  he  was  buried  in  West  Avon.    He  scrvecl 
as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Politically 


he  was  a  Democrat,  and  in  religious  ntatters  he  v^as 
liberal,  sui'>]H)rting  no  particular  denomination.  1  lis 
I  sun  Timothy,  lather  (if  Mrs.  Thompson,  was  b.irn 
I  in  Avon,  and  was  a  lifektng  farmer  of  that  town. 
;  where  Ik-  became  jiriimincnt  in  pulilic  life  as  well 
j  as  a  prosperous  agriculturist.  He  was  alwavs  a 
stanch  Democrat,  and  he  served  (nie  term  as  member 
of  the  Slate  Legislature  from  his  district.  Timothv 
Colvin  married  for  his  first  wife  Miss  Sallv  Cornell, 
a  native  of  Xew  ^'ork,  by  whom  he  had  twelve 
children:  Josei^h,  who  went  to  California  in  an 
early  day,  and  later  settled  in  Illinois,  being  a  pio- 
neer of  Kinderhook,  that  Stale,  where  he  died  A  larch 
20.  1900;  Sarah,  deceased,  who  married  Samuel 
Hart,  a  stone  mason  of  Farmington,  also  deceased; 
Alary,  wife  of  Charles  Moses,  of  Avon;  Charles, who 
died  in  Kinderhook,  111.  ;  Alargaret,  Mrs.  Thomp- 
son ;  Timothy,  a  resident  of  Kinderhook,  111.  ;  Alaria 
who  married  Benjamin  Hodgkins,  of  Maine ;  Hen- 
rietta, wife  of  George  Scarritt,  of  ^\"cst  Hartford; 
\\'illiam,  who  died  in  Kinderhook.  111.;  Frederick, 
of  Avon ;  Arthur,  who  was  drowned  wb.en  three 
years  old;  and  Alice,  wife  of  Emerson  Moses,  of 
Aliimesota.  The  mother  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 
W  est  Avon  cemetery,  and  for  his  second  wife  Mr. 
Colvin  wedded  Miss  Eliza  Latham,  of  Hartford, 
their  union  being  blessed  with  four  children, namely  : 
Fanny  (who  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Judd),  Frances, 
Arthur  and  Eugene,  all  residents  of  Bristol,  Conn. 
The  Colvin  family  is  highly  respected  in  Hartford 
county. 

CHARLES  HEXRY  PEXDER,  an  honored 
veteran  of  the  Civil  v/ar,  whose  devotion  to  his 
country  was  tested  on  many  a  Southern  battlefield, 
and  an  expert  machinist  in  the  employ  of  the  H.  D. 
Smith  Co.,  of  Plantsville,  Hartford  county,  was 
born  in  Ansonia,  Xew  Haven  Co.,  Conn.,  Xov.  7, 
1839.  He  is  a  son  of  John  and  Abigail  (Gill) 
Pender,  natives  of  Manchester,  England,  who  came 
to  America  in  1835,  and  first  located  in  Bridgeport, 
Conn.,  where  the  father  was  employed  for  a  time 
as  a  machinist,  shipwright  and  general  mechanic. 
Subsequently  he  removed  to  Ansonia,  and  still  later 
made  his  home  in  Alt.  Carmel  and  Xew  Haven, 
dying  at  the  latter  place  in  1862.  In  his  family 
were  seven  children  :  Thomas,  deceased ;  Alarlha, 
wife  of  Edwin  D.  Beeman ;  Charles  H. ;  Frederick 
W. ;  .Sarah,  wife  of  George  F.  Alarks ;  Benjamin; 
and  Thomas  J. 

Charles  H.  Pender  is  indebted  to  the  common 
schools  of  this  State  for  his  educational  privileges, 
and  with  his  father  he  learned  the  machinist's  trade, 
starting  out  for  himself  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years. 
In  1862  he  came  to  Soutliington,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed by  the  Peck-Smith  Co.  until  September,  ■ 
1863,  when  he  entered  the  service  of  his  country, 
enlisting  as  a  iirivate  in  Companv  I",  ist  Connecti- 
cut Cavalry.  He  participated  in  all  the  engage- 
ments in  which  his  command  took  ])art,  and,  with 
his  regiment,  was  honorably  discharged  Aug.  2, 
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1S65.  With  tlie  excepticMi  of  four  years,  dcvotod 
to  farming',  Mr.  Ponder  has  workcil  at  his  trade 
si.nco  the  war,  lirst  in  the  employ  of  the  rock,  Stow 
&  \\'iloox  Co.,  and  since  1SS4  with  tlu:  II.  D.  Smith 
Co..  at  rhmtsville.  lie  is  a  g;ood  Wiirkm;in.  reliable 
and  industrious,  and  has  the  entire  c  uihdonco  and 
respect  of  his  omiiloyors. 

On  Doc.  3,  1S66,  Sir.  Pender  married  Miss  Lucy 
Ann  Parnos,  a  daughter  of  W'illanl  and  1-dIen  (An- 
drews) Barnes,  of  Southington,  and  thev  have  three 
children:  W'illard,  a  macliinist  hy  trade;  Adelaide, 
a  graduate  of  the  Slate  Normal  School  at  Xew 
Britain,  and  now  editor  of  the  Counccticiit  Scliool 
Journal,  at  Meriden ;  and  ^Martha.  In  politics  ^Nlr. 
Pender  is  an  ardent  Republican,  and  in  social  re- 
lations is  a  prominent  member  of  Trumbull  Post, 
No.  16,  G.  A.  R.,  of  which  he  was  commander  in 
1899. 

DWIGHT  BUTLER  HILLS,  a  prominent  clock 
manufacturer  of  Plainville,  Hartford  county,  was 
born  in  that  town  Sept.  19,  1846,  and  is  a  de- 
scendant of  William  Hills,  a  native  of  England, 
who  settled  in  Hartford  in  1632,  and  died  there  in 
1683. 

Our  subject's  great-grandparents  on  the  paternal 
side  were  Chauncey  and  Eleanor  (Gillette)  Hills,  j 
and  the  grandparents  were  Elias  and  Sally  (Cur- 
tiss)  Hills.    His  father,  George  Hills,  was  born  in 
Plainville,  April  27,  1813,  and  died  June  5.  18S5. 
He  was  a  wheelwright  by  trade,  and  in  early  life 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  wagons,  and  later 
of  clocks  and  clock  parts.    He  was  twice  married, 
his  first  wife  being  Charlotte  Eddy,  who  was  born  j 
May  25,  1812,  a  daughter  of  William  and  ]\Iary  \ 
(Butler)  Eddv,  and  granddaughter  of  Charles  and 
Hannah   (Kelsey)   Eddy,  of  Xew  Britain,  Conn.  ! 
She  bore  him  four  children,  of  whom  three  grew  to  i 
maturity:    Adelaide  L.,  wife  of  Charles  Xorthrup ;  1 
Dwight  B.,  our  subject :  and  Christiana,  wife  of 
Charles  H.  Calor.    For  his  second  v/ife  the  father 
married  Caroline,  daughter  of  Harlow  Eddy,  and 
by  that  union  had  two  children  :    Freddie,  deceased  ;  j 
and  Xellie,  wife  of  John  B.  Brown.  | 

Reared  in  PlainviUe,  Dwight  B.  Hills  obtained  j 
his  literary  education  in  its  public  schools,  and  in  | 
early  life  learned  the  clockmaker's  trade  with  his 
father.    Subsequently  he  spent  nine  years  in  the 
manufacture  of  clocks  at  Ansonia,  Conn.,  but  with 
that  exception  his  entire  life  has  been  passed  in  j 
Plainville,  his  time  and  attention  being  devoted  to  j 
the  same  line  of  business.    He  is  energetic"  and  in-  | 
dustrious,  and  has  met  with  fair  success  in  his  life  i 
work.    Politically  he  is.  a  stanch  Republican,  and 
has  held  various  town  offices,  including  those  of 
selectman  and  justice  of  the  peace. 

On  June  21,  1871,  Mr.  Hills  married  Miss  Helen 
E.  Gates,  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  ?\Iimn'e  (Ilorch-  | 
kiss)  Gates,  of  Derijy,  Conn.    She  died  Jan.  13,  : 
1898,  leaving  two  daughters,  Mabelle  and  Mar-  j 
guerite. 


STAXLEY  \^'ADS^^■ORTH,  a  pronn'nent  citi- 
zen and  a  farmer  and  tobacco  grower  of  Ilockaiuim. 
town  of  East  Hartford,  was  born  Xov.  20.  1832. 
and  descends  from  a  very  ancient  English  family, 
i  members  of  which  settled  in  Connecticut  at  its  first 
colonization. 

The  name  W  adswitrth  is  derived,  it  is  supjiosed, 
from  Wood's  Court,  or  court  in  the  woods,  the  in- 
ference being  tliat  some  ancestor  of  the  present  far.i- 
j  ilv  held  court  in  a  wood — hence,  literallv,  Woods- 
i  court;  in  German.  Waldes-holt;  in  Anglo-Saxon, 
Waldes-weorih.  i'he  name  is  quite  common  in 
England,  especially  in  tlie  Yorkshire  district,  where, 
it  now  seems  probable,  the  early  ancestors  of  the 
American  fanfily  hailed  from.  In  William  I'avers' 
'"Pedigrees  of  Yorkshire"  the  Wadsworths  are 
traced  back  fcur  generations,  and  the  search  for  tlie 
origin  of  the  name  and  location  of  individuals  of 
earlier  times  is  now  going  on  in  England.  But  let 
us  confine  ourselves  to  the  American  famil_\'. 

The  ship  "Lion"  cast  anchor  in  Boston  harbor 
Sunday  evening,  Sept.  16,  1632,  bringing  123  pas- 
sengers, whereof  fifty  were  children,  all  in  good 
health,  after  a  voyage  of  twelve  weeks.  Of  the 
passenger  list  the  names  of  about  thirty  only  have 
been  preserved,  and  of  these  the  name  of  \\  illiam 
Wadsworth,  thought  to  have  been  born  in  1600, 
stands  at  the  head,  as  having  a  family  of  four  per- 
sons. It  is  believed  that  he  had  made  the  trip  pre- 
viouslv,  but  had  come  this  time  to  remain.  Fie  was 
made  a  freeman  X'ov.  6,  1632,  in  J^ambridge,  and 
wdien  the  town  was  organized  he  was  chosen  a 
member  of  the  first  board  of  selectmen,  and  held 
office  in  1634-35.  From  Cambridge  he  came  to 
Hartford  as  one  of  Hooker's  company,  and  tliere 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  in  1675.  He 
was  among  the  wealthier  and  more  influential  ])ro- 
prietors  and  settlers  of  Hartford.  To  his  first  mar- 
riage were  born  four  children:  Sarah,  who  was 
married  to  John  Wilcox;  \\'i!liam,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; Mary,  married  to  Thomas  Stoughton  ;  and 
John.  By  his  second  wife,  Eliza  Stone,  whom  he 
m.arried  in  1644.  were  born  six  children :  Eliza- 
beth, married  to  John  Terry;  Samuel,  born  in  1646; 
Joseph,  in  1648:  Sarah,  in  1649  (married  to  Jona- 
than Ashley)  ;  Thomas,  in  165 1  ;  and  Rebecca,  in 
1656.  Every  American  schoolbov  has  read  of  the 
determined  Capt.  Joseph  Wadsworth.  of  Charter 
Oak  fame,  alluded  to  above,  and  how  he  preserved 
the  liberties  of  Connecticut ;  every  one  knows  how, 
when  Gov.  Fletcher  attempted  to  silence  the  drums 
beaten  at  Capt.  Joseph's  command,  in  order  that 
Fletcher  might  not  read  iiis  commission  and  usurp 
the  control  of  the  militia,  Warlsworth,  with  most 
determined  energy,  told  him.  'Tf  I  am  interru]:)ted 
again.  I  will  make  the  sun  shine  through  you  in  a 
moment !" 

Thomas  ^^^adsworth,  mentioned  altove  as  having 

been  born  in  1G51,  married  Elizabeth  .  in 

1677,  and  there  were  born  to  them  seven  children  : 
Joim,  who  died  in  infancy:  Sarah,  horn  in  1681,  who 
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was  married  to  a  Mr.  Burr;  Elizabeth;  Rebecca, 
l>t)rn  in  idSC),  who  was  married  to  James  Ciross, 
and  died  in  1707.  wilhont  issue;  Thomas,  born  in 
i(>89;  Hannah,  born  in  1O90;  and  Wilhajn,  born 
in  lOyj,  died  in  17J5. 

Thomas  \\  ad>wortli.  born  in  16S0,  a  son  of 
Thomas,  was  a  farmer  of  ]''arniini;ton,  this  couniy, 
and  died  in  1771.  He  married  ^Miriam  Ueckley,  but 
in  all  probability  died  witliout  issue.  [The  Wads- 
worth  family  genealogy,  comjMled  bv  Horace  An- 
drew Wads  worth,  of  Lawrence,  Mass.,  and  from 
which  this  matter  is  extj-acted,  says:  "There  has 
been  some  controversy  as  to  wliethcr  this  man  was 
not  the  father  of  Thomas  (third)  instead  of  Thomas 
the  son  of  Thomas  (being  so),  in  which  event  all 
tlie  descendants  of  Thomas  (fourth)  wcaild  be  of 
the  Farmington  branch.  But  we  are  satisfied  tliis 
man  died  without  issue."  In  this  case,  who  was  the 
father  of  Thomas  (third)  following?] 

Thomas  \\'adsworth  (third)  born  in  East  Hart- 
ford in  i/iG,  married  Sarah  Arnold:  she  died  in 
1778,  and  he  in  1783.  Their  children  were  nine 
in  number,  born  as  follows:  Thomas.  1739;  John, 
1742:  Samuel,  1746;  Josiah,  1748;  William,  1753; 
Jcrusha,  17 — ;  Sarah,  1754;  Rebecca,  1757;  and 
Elizabeth,  1761. 

Thomas  Wadsworth  (fourth),  a  farmer  of  East 
Hartford,  was  born  in  1739,  and  died  in  1810.  He 
married  Thankful  Hills,  who  died  in  1816,  and  their 
children,  twelve  in  number,  were :  George,  born  in 
1762,  died  in  1806,  unmarried;  Thomas,  born  in 
1763;  David,  bom  in  1767,  died  in  Gainesville,  X. 
Y. ;  Timothy,  born  in  1770;  Solomon,  born  in  1772; 
Joel,  born  in  1774,  died  single  in  182^;  }>Ioses,  born 
in  1776,  died  in  infancy;  Anna,  died  in  infancy; 
Anna  (2),  born  in  1780.  married  to  Ashel  Porter; 
Moses  (2),  born  in  1733;  Thankful,  married;  and 
Abbey.  Thomas,  Moses,  David  and  Timothy  re- 
moved in  early  life  to  New  Hartford,  Oneida'  Co., 
N.  Y.,  and  located  on  \vhat  was  afterward  called 
Wadsworth  Hill. 

Solomon  Wadsworth.  of  the  above  family,  born 
i"  \772,  married  Lucy  Kirby,  and  died  in  1853. 
Ihcir  children  were  as  follows:  Allen,  born  in 
1795 Rebecca,  in  1797  (died  unmarried  in  East 
Hartford  in  1871)  ;  Solomon,  in  1800;  Horace,  in 
1802;  Lucy,  in  1805  (was  married  to  Joseph 
Arnold);  Norman,  in  1806;  Laura,  in  1807;  Eme- 
line,  in  1810  (died  an  infant);  :Maria,  in  1813; 
Mary,  in  1819  (married  E.  Gillett)  ;  and  Daniel,  hi 
1821. 

Solomon  Wadsworth,  born  Feb.  13,  1800,  on  the 
farm  in  East  Idartford  now  occupied  by  Peter  Rival, 
followed  agriculture  all  his  life,  and  died  at  his 
birth[)lace  Alarch  28,  1884.  To  his  marriage  with 
Sarah  Dow^  a  native  of  Newington,  and  a  daughter 
of  Solomon  and  Lucy  (Butler)  Dow,  four  children 
were  born:  Rufus,  born  in  July,  1830,  married 
Adelaide  Watross,  of  Bolton,  and  is  now  living  in 
Manchester;  Stanley  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Sarah,  born  April  2,  1836,  was  married  to  Stephen 


P.  I'oibes,  and  is  now  living  with  her  s;mi.  Clar- 
ence C,  in  ilockanum;  and  Crania,  wife  of  Martin- 
I'ox,  resides  in  I'last  Hartford. 

Stanlev  Wadsworth  was  born  Nov.  20,  1832, 
as  has  been  mentioned  at  the  beginning  of  this 
article,  was  reared  on  tlie  home  farm,  and  received 
a  sound  common-schoni  education  in  the  meanwhile. 
In  1851  he  rentetl  from  Julius  Griswold  a  farm 
which  he  operated  two  years,  and  was  then  ap- 
pointed master  of  the  town  almshouse,  which  posi- 
tion he  filled  eight  years;  in  i86g  lie  bought  his 
present  farm  from  George  W.  Champlin,  known  as 
the  Austin  Hall  place,  on  wdiich  he  raises  about 
six  acres  of  tobacco,  together  with  miscellaneous 
farm  productions. 

On  Jan.  21,  1858,  Mr.  Wadsworth  married  Miss 
Harriet  J.  Latham,  who  was  born  in  Hebron  Dec. 
6,  1S39,  a  daughter  of  Amos  B.  and  Caroline  M. 
(Loomis)  Latham,  and  this  marriage  has  been 
blessed  with  one  child,  ]\Iilton  Stanley. 

IMilton  Stanley  Wadsworth  was  born  May  14, 
1861,  received  his  primary  education  in  the  district 
school,  then  attended  the  academy  in  Cranbury,. 
N.  J.,  under  Prof.  Brown,  for  one  winter,  and  next 
entered  the  high  school  at  Hartford,  wdiere  he 
finished  his  studies.  On  May  21,  1884,  ^Ir.  Wads- 
worth was  united  in  marriage  with  ]Miss  Elsie  F. 
Ransom,  who  was  born  in  East  Hampton,  Conn., 
Oct.  4,  i860,  a  daughter  of  ^lerritt  and  Florinda. 
(Clark)  Ransom,  the  former  a  ^Methodist  clergyman. 
This  union  was  blessed  with  four  children :  Flor- 
ence May,  born  Oct.  18,  1S85;  Imogene  Elsie,  July 
5,  188S ;  Gertrude  ^l.,  Aug.  3,  1891  ■  and  ?vIilton  S.,. 
Dec.  23,  1893.  But  it  is  sad  to  add  that  ^vlilton  S. 
Wadsworth,  the  father  of  this  interesting  young 
family,  was  called  from  earth  Dec.  21,  1893,  just 
two  days  before  the  birth  of  his  youngest  child. 
The  grief  of  the  young  widow  and  that  of  the  elder 
children  must  be  left  to  the  imagination  of  the  read- 
er, ^^lilton  S.  Wadsworth  'w'as  one  of  the  most 
amiable  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  intelligent  young 
men  of  the  town  of  East  Hartford,  and  his  taking  ott 
in  early  manhood  was  mourned  by  hosts  of  warm- 
hearted and  sincere  friends.  He  had  been  in  the 
employ  of  the  Corbin  Co.  at  New  Britain  for  thir- 
teen years,  during  fi.ve  of  which  he  was  traveling 
salesman,  to  their  profit  and  great  satisfaction,  and 
at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  the  trusted  manager 
of  their  Philadelphia  store :  thus  a  bright  and  more 
than  ordinarily  promising  business  career  was  un- 
timely ended,  and  an  interesting  and  amiable  wife 
and  young  family  left  in  the  shadow  of  the  valley  of 
grief.  Stanley  Wadsworth  and  his  devoted  and 
Christian  wife  have  never  ceased  to  mourn  their 
loss,  yet  uncomplainingly  yield  to  the  inevitable, 
liaving  iml)ibed  within  their  hearts  the  true  spirit 
of  the  teachings  of  the  Congregatonal  Church,  of 
wdiich  they  are  devout  members. 

Although  J\Ir.  Wadsworth  began  life  a  com- 
paratively poor  young  man,  he  has  raised  himself  to- 
a  position  of  ease  and  comfort,  and  ranks  with  the 
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best  people  .of  Fast  I  lartloixl.  a  position  he  has 
gained  through  liis  jiersonal  UKrils,  regartlless  of 
liis  lung  life  of  iiedigree.  whose  fair  esculelieon  no 
act  or  word  of  his  has  ever  tarnished.  A  Repub- 
lican in  ]iolitics.  he  has  never  acceptetl  ])olitical  of- 
fice, but  has  l>een  willing  to  servo  his  chnreli — the  j 
South  Congregational —  on  ali  i^'ceasions.  lie  was 
chairman  of  the  society  coniniiltee  before  the  so- 
cietv  and  churcli  were  consolidated  :  was  elected  a 
deacon  of  the  church,  and  faithfullv  served  several 
vcars,  until  he  felt  it  necessary  to  resign.  He  and 
wife  are  both  kind-hearted  and  charitable,  and  any 
conmumity  miglit  be  proud  to  call  them  its  own. 

REX.  HORACE  WIXSLOW,  A.  B.,  A.^^I.,  is 
a  retired  minister  of  the  Congregational  Church 
and  a  resident  of  \\'eatogue,  Hartfortl  county,  tie 
was  born  at  Enfield.  Hampshire  Co..  Mass-..  May  18. 
1814.  His  life  has  been  filled  with  incident  and  rich 
achievement.  I^'or  more  than  half  a  century  he  has 
been  an  active  worker  in  the  cause  of  Christianity. 
Richlv  endowed  by  nature  and  by  an  illustrious  an- 
cestry for  the  divine  calling,  prompted  by  the  spirit 
within  and  vielding  to  its  behests  without  reserva- 
tion, he  has  given  to  the  service  an  intensity  and  a 
brilliance  that  has  crowned  bis  labor  with  a  golden 
measure  of  success.  His  work  has  been  truly  well 
done,  and  the  landmarks  of  his  efforts  rise  in  ma- 
jestic proportions  and  call  him  blessed. 

Mr.  W'inslow's  lineage  has  the  crystal  purity 
of  Pilgrim  hope  and  aspiration.  He  is  the  direct 
descendant  of  Kenelm  \\'inslow,  brother  of  Gov. 
Edward  Winslow,  who  came  to  America  in  the 
"Mayflower,"  and  who  was  the  first  governor  of  the 
English  colony  at  Plymouth.  Kenelm  Winslow  was 
born  at  Droitwitch,  in  Worcestershire,  England, 
April  29,  1599.  He  embarked  for  America  on  the 
ship  '"Speedwell,"  whicli  had  to  put  back  twice  f  jr 
repairs,  and  finallv  came  on  the  "}vIayflower,"  arriv- 
ing in  1629.  He  settled  at  Plymouth,  ]Mass.,  and 
in  1641  removed  to  Marshficld,  Plymouth  county, 
where  he  owned  a  large  tract  of  land,  then  called 
Green  Harbor.  His  place  was  called  the  "Eden  of 
the  region."  The  Marshfield  hon.iestead  was  after- 
ward owned  and  occupied  by  the  Hon.  Daniel  W  eb- 
ster.  He.,  received  other  grants  of  land  and  also  ac- 
quired i^roperty  by  pureliase,  being  one  of  the  twen- 
ty-six proprietors  and  planters  of  Freetown,  Mass. 
He  died  Sept.  13,  1672,  at  Salem,  Mass.,  while  on  a 
visit.  In  June,  1634,  at  Plymouth,  Mass.,  he  mar- 
ried Eleanor  Adams,  of  that  town,  who  survived 
him,  and  died  at  Marshfield,  Dec.  5.  16S1. 

Kenelm  Winslow  (2),  his  son,  was  l:)orn  at 
Plymouth,  Mass.,  about  1635,  and  flied  at  Hartwick, 
Worcester  Co.,  Mass.,  Nov.  11,  1715.  He  was  a 
planter  and  purchased  large  tracts  of  land,  both  in 
Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  buying  a  1,000-acre 
tract  at  Windham,  Conn.,  in  1700.  He  was  styled 
"Colonel,"  according  to  th.e  town  records.  He  was 
twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  Mercy  Worden, 
who  was  born  about  1641  at  Yarmouth,  Barnstable 


Co.,  Mass.,  antl  died  in  i'>8S.    He  married  (second) 

Damaris   ■  ,  who  livci!  until  i7_'9,  or  lator. 

Cai)t.  josiah  W  inslow,  son  of  Kenelm  (2).  and 
Mercv  (  \Vorden  )  Winslow,  was  born  at  Marshfield, 
Mass.,  Nov.  7.  lie  died  at  brectown,  Mass., 

April  3,  "He  estui.)lished  the  business  cif  cloth 

vlressing,"  and  was  also  proprieltir  uf  a  forge.  He 
was  constable,  surveyor,  assessor,  selectman,  town 
treasurer,  and  a  member  of  the  commission  to  lo- 
cate the  site  and  to  erect  the  first  n;eeting-house  in 
i-'reetown.  In  June,  I'-V^.  he  married  Margaret 
Tisdale,  of  Taunton.  Bristol  Co.,  Mass.,  who  died 
in  1737.  Josiah  W  inslow  was  first  lieutenant  and 
afterward  captain  of  the  Assonet  Company  of  Mi- 
litia. 

Major  Ebenezer  \\'inslow,  son  of  Josiah  and 
Margaret  (  Tisdale)  Winslow,  was  born  at  Freetown 
in  Xoveniber.  1705,  and  died  in  Berkley,  Bristol  Co.. 
INIass.,  in  1767.  He  was  major  of  the  Second  Reg- 
iment of  Bristol  county,  was  town  clerk,  treasurer, 
selectman,  and  justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years. 
He  married,  July  20,  1732,  Esther  Atwood,  of  Digh- 
ton,  Bristol  Co.,  Mass.,  wlio  died  in  1774. 

Capt.  John  Winslow,  son  of  Ebenezer  and  Esther 
(Atwood)  \\'inslow,  was  born  at  Berkley,  Mass., 
in  1749.  He  was  a  lieutenant  and  paymaster  in  a 
Massachusetts  regiment  in  1775;  was  captain  of  the 
Third  Continental  Artillery  in  1/7/;  and  regimental 
paymaster  in  1778,  serving  in  the  army  through  the 
entire  Revolution.  He  was  an  extensive  land  owner, 
and  lived  in  Greenwich  (now  Enfield),  .Mass.,  and 
later  at  Hartwick,  Mass.,  where  he  died.  He  mar- 
ried, first,  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Col.  John  Hathaw-ay, 
of  Berkley,  Mass..  an  officer  of  the  Revolution,  who 
fought  at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  His  second 
wife  was  IVlary  Gibbs,  of  Greenwich,  Hampshire 
Co.,  [Mass.,  who  died  in  1784. 

John  Hathaway  W'inslow,  son  of  John  and  Re- 
becca (Hathaway)  Winslow,  and  grandson  of  Eben- 
ezer Winslow,  was  the  father  of  the  Rev.  Horace 
Winslow.  He  was  born  at  Greenwich  (now  En- 
field), Hampshire  Co.,  ]\Iass.,  Xov.  17,  1776;  served 
in  the  war  of  1812,  and  in  1816  removed  to  Pitts- 
ford,  Monroe  Co.,  X.  Y.,  where  he  spent  tlie  re- 
mainder of  his  life,  dying  there  June  i,  1S46.  He 
married,  in  1798,  Claramond  Eddv.  of  Greenwich, 
Mass.,  who  was  born  in  1779,  and  died  1799.  For 
his  second  wife  he  wedded,  Oct.  30.  1800.  Elizabeth 
Mills,  who  was  born  in  X'eedham,  Xorfolk  Co., 
Alass.,  June  14,  1771,  and  died  July  17,  1841.  The 
children  born  to  John  Hathaway  Winslow  were  as 
follows:  By  his  first  wife  one  daughter  Claramond. 
born  1799,  married  Hiram  Haves,  a  contractor  and 
builder  of  Perrinton,  X.  Y.  They  had  several  chil- 
dren. Airs.  Hayes  tlied  in  1S92,  at  the  age  of 
ninety-two  years  and  seven  months.  Bv  his  second 
wife  John  H.  Winslow  had  eight  children — (i) 
Eorenzo.  born  1801,  taught  school  for  some  years, 
was  afterward  engaged  in  several  kinds  of  l)usiness, 
and  was  a  man  of  much  xersatility.  He  married, 
in  1836,  Miss  Xaney  A.  Carver,  of  I'ittsford,  N. 
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v.,  sister  of  Dr.  Uartwcll  Carver  (a  projector  of  a 
railroad  to  the  i'aeitie  coast,  prior  to  the  Union 
I'acific),  and  a  tlescemhuU  of  the  rilL;Tini  Carver 
faniilv.  They  luui  no  chiUhen.  l!e  pa.^estl  av,-ay 
in  1884.  (-)  Sehnila.  I)orn  1803,  dieil  in  infancy. 
(3)  I'hilaiuier,  born  1804,  niarrK-d  (tirstj  Xancy 
D.  Hicks,  and  (second)  Mary  Haven.  He  had  fonr 
ciiildren  bv  the  first  wife  and  three  by  the  second. 
He  was  a 'merchant.  Was  for  a  long  time  deacon 
in  the  Baptist  Chnrch  of  .Marian.  X.  \  ..  where  he 
resided.  He  died  in  1805.  (4)  I'hilinda.  born 
1808,  occurs  under  Mr.  W  inslow  s  name.  (5)  John 
:Mills,  born  iSii,  married.  i83().  Harriet  M.  Child, 
of  Rochester,  X.  Y.,  and  they  had  two  children. 
He  was  a  druggist  in  Rochester  for  many  years. 
Was  in  the  Civil  war,  serving  in  ^Missouri  as  as- 
sistant surgeon  on  Gen.  FreuKnit's  staff.  He  died 
in  1886.  (6)  Horace,  born  1814,  sketch  of  whom 
follows.  {J)  Charles  Elliott,  M.  D.,  born  1815, 
attended  a  medical  school,  and  also  studied  with 
Prof.  Frank  H.  Hamilton,  who  afterward  attended 
President  Garfield.  Received  his  degree  but  did 
not  practice  as  his  health  failed  early,  and  he  died 
in  1845,  at  the  age  of  thirty.  (8)  Joshua  Upham, 
M.  D.,  born  1818,  married  Sarah  Celestia  Sloane, 
of  Sandusky,  Ohio,  and  they  had  two  children,  tie 
also  studied  with  Prof.  Frank  H.  Flamilton,  and 
graduated  at  a  medical  school.  He  practiced  his 
profession  for  several  years  and  then  became  a 
druggist,  continuing  in  that  business  until  his  death, 
in  1887. 

Rev.  Horace  Winslow,  our  subject,  was  born  at 
Enfield,  Hampshire  Co.,  .Mass.,  -Alay  18,  1814,  and 
was  two  vears  of  age  when  he  removed  with  his 
father's  family  to  P^ittsford,  X.  Y.  There  he  at- 
tended the  public  schools,  but  at  the  early  age  of 
twelve  years  he  began  his  own  support  as  a  clerk 
in  a  book  store  at  Rochester,  X.  Y.,  receiving  for 
his  salary  two  dollars  per  month  and  board.  In 
his  youth  he  possessed  a  strong  desire  to  consecrate 
his  life  to  the  service  of  God,  and  he  planned  to 
secure  the  necessary  preparation.  He  prepared  for 
college  at  a  high  school  in  Rochester.  Partly  through 
his  own  efforts,  and  partly  by  the  help  of  his  brother, 
he  obtained  means  to  enter  and  attend  Hamilton 
College,  Clinton,  X.  Y.,  from  which  he  subsequently 
received  the  degree  of  M.  A.  He  then  entered  the 
Theological  Seminary  at  Auburn,  and,  later,  the 
Union  Theological  Seminary,  in  Xew  York  City. 
In  the  spring  of  1842  he  was  ordained  by  the  Xorth 
River  (X.  Y.)  Presb\tery,  and  installed  pastor  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Xew  Windsor,  Orange 
Co.,  X.  Y.  In  1843  he  became  pastor  of  the  Sec- 
ond Presbyterian  Church  at  Lansingburg,  Rensselaer 
Co.,  N.  Y.  In  1845  was  installed  pastor  of  the 
Congregational  Church  at  Rockville,  Tolland  Co., 
Conn.,  and  while  there  he  not  only  took  a  deep  in- 
terest in  the  church,  but  also  in  the  town  and  its 
schools.  The  two  parks  at  Rockville  are  the  product 
--  of  his  individual  labors.  With  his  own  hands  he 
planted  the  trees  in  the  park  in  front  of  the  church 


;  where  he  laboretl   for  seven  years.    In   1852  he 
i  resigned  and  accepted  a  call  to  tiie  First  Congre- 
I  galional   Cluireli   at   Xew   Pritain,   Hartford  L'o., 
Coini.,  where  he  lalx)red   for  six  vears.  During 
his  pa.'-torate.  the  church  erected  ihe  tirie  building 
which  ii  still  occujiies.    In  January,  1858,  lie  was 
i  installed  j>astor  ol  the  Congregational   L  hiirch  at 
I  Great  Parrington,  Berkshire  Co.,  Mass.,  where  he 
i  attended  to  the  spiritual  wants  of  his  people  for 
four  years,  and  where  was  built  a  nev.-  church  edifice, 
i  Having  been  appointed  chaplain  of  the  5th  Conn.  \'. 
I  F,  in  February,  18C12,  he  resigned  his  charge  and 
I  joined  the  army.    In  consequence  of  ill  health,  and 
I  because  he  was  unable  to  follow  his  resriment,  he 
I  later  in  the  year  resigned  as  chaplain  and  returned 
home.    In  1803  he  became  pastor  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church  at  Pinghamton,  Broome  Co.,  X.  Y., 
where  he  labored  for  four  years,  and  on  resigning 
!  that  charge   returned   to   Connecticut   for  a  few 
I  months,  his  health  much  impaired  by  the  climate  of 
Pinghamton.    h'or  a  time  he  was  in  the  service 
1  of  the  American  2\Iissionary  Association,  and  also 
j  officiated  at  the  First  Church  (Cong'l.)  of  Wood- 
bury, Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  from  which  he  had  re- 
ceived a  call,  but  he  finally  declined  it  and  accepted 
one  from  the  Congregational  Church  of  Willimantic, 
(  where  he  was  settled  in  1869.    While  there  the 
[  society  built  a  large  and  beautiful  edifice,  costing 
]  over  S47,ocxD,  more  than  half  of  which  amount  was 
1  raised  by  'Sir.  Winslow's  own  individual  efforts, 
j        In  1876.  while  driving  in  a  severe  thunderstorm, 
y[r.  Winslow  was  struck  by  lightning,  thrown  from 
the  carriage,  and  became  insensible.    After  regain- 
I  ing  consciousness  he  remained  for  a  time  in  a  very 
critical  condition.    His  people  kindlv  gave  him  a 
vacation  for  six  months,  after  which  he  resumed 
work.    Finally,  after  a  service  of  more  than  twelve 
!  years  at  Willimantic,  his  health  being  frail,  he 
I  resigned  his  charge  and  removed  to  Weatogue, 
j  Simsbury.    Through  this  change  his  health  im- 
proved, and  he  resumed  pulpit  work,  which  he  has 
continued  until  quite  recently.    For  two  years  he 
supplied  a  Providence  (R.  I.)  Church.    He  was 
also  supply  at  Litchfield  and  at  the  Windsor  Avenue 
Church  of  Hartford,  and  for  nine  months  in  his 
former  church  at  Great  Barrington,  ]\Iass.  For 
I  about  three  years  he  preached  in  Simsbury.  Rev. 
I  Mr.  Winslow  has  devoted  over  fifty  years  of  his 
j  life  as  a  worker  in  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord. 
I  Through  his  untiring  efforts  many  churches  have 
i  been  erected  and  dedicated  to  the  ser\ice  of  God. 
j  He  has  also  been  an  active  worker  in  the  cause  of 
j  temperance,  and  his  zeal  in  that  great  cause  is  as 
j  earnest  to-day  as  in  the  past.    \Vhile  minister  at 
j  Rockville,  Conn.,  he  organized   his  Cold  Water 
j  Army  of  300  children,  which  became  quite  famous. 
!  His  potent  influence  has  been  enlisted  in  education, 
'  and  in  the  elevation  of  schools.    The  prosperity  of 
I  the  community  and  village  improvements  have  ever 
I  ai)pealefl  successfully  to  his  interest.    He  is  and 
'  has  always  been  a  stanch  friend  of  individual  liberty, 
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anii  of  ilic  elevation  of  the  masses,  botli  morally  and 
socially.  I'rom  early  manhood  he  was  opposed  to 
"slavery,  and  at  the  broakiny  out  of  the  Civil  war 
was  an  ardent  dciender  l'I  ilie  L  nion.  in  his  p. >liii- 
■cal  views  he  is  a  Repuhlican.  In  the  pnljiit  and  upon 
tlie  platform  Mr.  W'inslow  has  always  been  a  logi- 
cal and  forceful  speaker  and  expounder  of  the  truth. 
In  adtlress  he  is  eloquent  and  persuasive,  and  is 
gifted  with  a  wonderful  memory. 

In  1853  Rev.  .Mr.  W'inslow  received  the  degree 
of  }^Ia>ter  of  Arts  from  his  Alma  Mater,  lie  is 
a  life  director  of  the  American  Tract  Society,  an  hon- 
orary memlier  of  the  American  Board  of  Commis- 
sioner.s  for  Foreign  Missions;  a  life  member  of  the 
American  Bible  Society  :  also  a  life  member  of  the 
following  societies:  American  ^^lissionary  Asso- 
ciation, American  Bethel  Society,  and  American 
Seamen's  Friend  Society,  and  has  been  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  American  ^lissionary  Association.  He 
is  well  knov/n  throughout  the  Eastern  States,  and 
is  honored  for  his  telling  and  indefatigable  labor  in 
all  good  causes. 

jMr.  W'inslow  was  married,  !May  8,  1S50,  at  the 
Church  of  the  Puritans,  Xew  York  City,  by  the 
pastor,  the  Rev.  George  B.  Cheever,  D.  D.,  to  Char- 
lotte Henrietta  Pettibone,  daughter  of  the  late  Capt. 
Jonathan  and  Mrs.  I'annv  Rosanna  (Phelps)  Petti- 
bone, of  Simsbury,  Conn.  r\Irs.  W'inslow  has  for 
more  than  filty  years  been  a  worthy  and  sustaining 
helpmate  to  her  husband,  and  has  always  been  in- 
terested in  his  work.  She  is  of  a  kind  and  lovable 
disposition,  and  her  devotion  to  her  husband  and 
children  is  unsurpassed.  She  was  born  at  W'eatogue, 
Simsbury,  and  was  only  three  years  old  when  she 
attended  her  first  school,  was  a  pupil  of  various 
private  schools,  and  was  graduated  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  at  Hartford  Female  Seminary,  with  first 
rank  iit  her  class.  She  also  took  courses  in  French, 
jMusic  and  Art  while  residing  in  Hartford,  and  later 
at  New  York  City,  being  for  a  time  a  pupil  at  the 
private  school  of  ^Madame  Okill.  About  the  year 
1844,  Miss  Delia  Bacon,  of  Xew  Haven,  sister  of 
Rev.  Leonard  Bacon,  D.  D.,  conducted  a  class  of 
young  ladies  in  higher  branches  of  study.  This 
class  Miss  Pettibone  joined,  giving  special  attention 
to  the  Bible,  to  Shakespeare,  and  to  philosophy,  and 
the  few  months  spent  in  New  Haven  were  most 
delightful  and  profitable,  as  ^liss  Bacon  was  a  lady 
of  rare  ability  and  attainments. 

The  Pettibone  family,  of  which  ]\Irs.  W''inslow 
is  an  honored  representative,  is  one  of  the  oldest  in 
New  England.  It  had  also  fifteen  members  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  John  Pettibone,  the  founder, 
migrated,  it  is  supposed,  from  Wales,  and  was  pos- 
sibly a  soldier  under  Cromwell,  the  followers  of 
whom  were  known  as  "Round  Heads."  He  was  a 
freeman  in  Windsor  in  1658.  In  1667  he  resided 
in  that  part  of  the  Farmington  valley  which  (1670) 
became  Simsbury.  He  was  a  freeman  of  Sims- 
bury in  1669.  He  married,  Feb.  16,  1664,  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Begot  Egglcston ;  she  was  born  March 


!  28,  1043.     I'hcir  children  were  as  follows:  John, 
i  born  jmie  15,  1605,  married  Mary  Bissell,  Dec.  iS, 
'  iCxjO;  Sarah,  liiM-n  Sept.  J4,   11C17,   married    (  lirst  ) 
,  Jolm  Mills,   (>cconili  John  Humphrey,  and  died 
!  April  3,  1748,  leaving  nine  children:  Stephen,  born 
j  Oct.  3,  i60y,  married  Deborah  Bissell,  of  Windsor, 
who  died  in  1739;  Samttel,  born  Sept.  2,  1672,  mar- 
ried Judith  Shepard,  of  Concord,  Mass.,  and  had 
five  children   (he  died  Feb.  11,   17.47);  Rebecca, 
born  March  9,   1675,  niarried  Thomas  Holcomb, 
^larch  6,  1700,  had  three  cliildren  and  died  Oct.  13, 
1731  ;  Henry,  born  June  20.  1O77,  died  abottt  170O, 
unmarried ;  Ann,  born  March  11,  1679,  married  Jolm 
Holcomb  (she  was  the  motlier  of  nine  children  and 
died  July  12,  1753)  :  Benjamin,  born  May  28,  1682, 
died   March   12,   1705,  unmarried;  Josep>h,  born 

March  11,  1688,  married  (first)  Thanks  , 

who  died  Nov.  2,  1724,  and  for  his  second  wife 
he  wedded  Flannah  Large.  He  had  eight  children, 
and  died  Sept.  14,  1762. 

Samuel  Pettibone,  son  of  John  and  Sarah  (Eg- 
gleston)  Pettibone,  was  boni  in  Simsbury,  Sept.  2, 
1672;  was  a  farmer,  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  the 
town  of  Simsbury.  He  was  a  well-known  citi- 
zen, and  one  of  the  foremost  men  of  Simsbury  in 
his  day.  He  married,  Judith  Shepard,  of  Concord, 
jMass.,  and  their  children  were  as  follow'S :  Samuel, 
born  in  1700,  and  died  Nov.  26,  1752,  married  Eliza- 
beth Thrall;  Hepzibah,  died  Feb.  25,  1755;  Jon- 
athan, born  in  1709,  died  Sept.  26,  1776;  Isaac, 
born  June  19,  1711,  died  in  1771  ;  Abraham,  born 
Nov.  8,  1713,  died  July  30,  1725. 

Col,  Jonathan  Pettibone  (i),  son  of  Samuel  and 
Judith  (Shepard)  Pettibone,  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Simsbury  in  1709;  was  well  educated,  and  fol- 
lowed farming.  He  was  prominent  during  the 
opening  scenes  of  the  Revolution,  and  before  the 
war,  was  commissioned  colonel  of  the  18th  Con- 
necticut Regiment  of  ^Militia,  which  was  called"out 
in  1776.  He  died  Sept.  26,  1 776,  at  Rye,  N.  Y., 
while  in  the  service.  A  monumefit  was  erected  to 
his  memory  in  Simsbury.  Col.  Pettibone  ( i )  be- 
sides being  prominent  in  military  affairs,  was  justice 
of  the  peace  for  sixteen  years,  and  represented  the 
town  in  the  General  Assembly  for  fourteen  sessions. 
The  names  of  Col.  Jonathan  Pettibone  fi).  Col. 
Jonathan  Pettibone  (2)  and  Capt.  Jonathan  Petti- 
bone (3),  as  representatives,  occur  forty  times  in 
the  history  of  the  town  of  Simsbury.  Col.  Petti- 
bone married  }^Iartha  Humphrey,  who  bore  him 
children  as  follows:  Giles,  born  Dec.  9,  1735,  died 
March  17,  1810;  Ozias,  born  May  9,  1737,  died 
Sept.  9,  1812;  Rosanna,  born  Aug.  9,  1739,  died 
Oct.  15,  1813;  Jonathan,  born  Aug.  12,  1741,  died 
March  20,  1826;  Martha,  born  Dec.  3,  1743,  died' 
March  25,  1749;  Annis,  born  Nov.  17,  1745,  died 
March  14,  1821  ;  Ahijah,  born  ^vlay  25,  1749,  died 
April  15,  1784.  Martha  Humijhrey  IV'ttibonc  was  a 
brave  and  patriotic  woman,  judged  by  the  fact  that 
she  gave  her  husband  (then  a  man  sixty-six  years 
of  age),  and  all  of  her  sons,  to  the  service  of  their 


I 


I 


-f;  i:'.  ti,'  . 


i 


COMMEMORATll'E  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


ouiinlrv  in  tlic  war  ol  the  oluticni.  Three  of  tlie 
four  suns  were  officer.-,  as  well  a>  their  father. 

■Col.  Jonathan  retiilione  (  ) .  smi  ui  L'ol.  Jona- 
than I'cttilione  (I  ),  ami  Alanlui  (  i  i inniihrev  i  t'etli- 
bone.  was  l);Mn  Aui;-.  u.  1741.  in  W  eatn^ue,  Sinis- 
I)ury,  where  he  was  et-lneated.  and  engaged  in  larni- 
ini;'.  lie  wa>  a  seeoml  lieutenant  in  lUc  J\e\olution- 
arv  war  under  his  lather,  and  later  was  made  first 
lieutenant,  serving  through  the  Revolution ;  after 
the  war  he  iield  the  rank  of  colonel,  lie  died 
March  20,  1S26.  Me  was  a  man  who  commanded 
respect,  and  his  name  was  a  hnusehuld  word,  for  he 
took  a  dce]i  interest  in  education  and  the  town 
generally,  and  lield  man\-  positions  of  trust  and 
responsilidity.  (Jn  Feb.  9,  1769.  he  married  Han- 
nah Owen,  born  ^lay  13.  1749,  daughter  of  John 
and  Esther  (Humphrey)  Dwen.  It  has  been  said 
that  Mrs.  Hannah  i^Owen)  Pettibone  managed  the 
farm  sometimes  with  only  a  young  boy  to  help  her, 
while  her  husband,  his  father  and  brothers  were 
absent  at  the  war.  At  one  time  all  the  able-bodietl 
men  of  Simsburv  were  in  the  service.  The  chil- 
<lren  of  Jonathan  and  Hannah  (Owen)  Pettibone 
were  as  follows:  Alartha,  born  May  16,  1770, 
married  Austin  Phelps,  and  died  Dec.  9,  1S21. 
Hannah,  born  Feb.  9,  1773,  married  W'aite  Latimer, 
and  died  Xov.  i,  1830;  Jonathan,  born  ]\Iay  31, 
1775,  died  Sept.  19,  1S29;  Dorinda,  born  April  5, 
1778,  died  March  15,  1857;  Harlow,  born  April 
7,  1781,  married  Nancy  Lucy  Cornish,  daughter  of 
Deacon  George  Cornish,  and  died  Feb.  27,  1823 ; 
Samuel,  born  Feb.  21,  1784,  married  Catharine 
Mills,  born  March  27,  1790,  daughter  of  Elder 
Jared  and  Joanna  Case  (Russell)  Mills;  Samuel 
died  Aug.  26.  1820;  Hon.  John  Owen,  born  Oct. 
22,  1787,  graduated  at  Yale  in  1805  (being  a  class- 
mate of  Rev.  Dr.  Henian  Flumphrey,  who  was 
president  of  Amherst  College)  ;  John  Owen  Petti- 
bone was  for  many  years  probate  judge  of  Sims- 
bury,  and  served  in  the  State  Senate ;  he  was  a  large 
land  owner,  and  died  Aug.  19,  1876;  Virgil,  born 
April  2,  1790,  died  Oct.  24,  1864;  was  probate 
jtidge  and  held  various  other  offices. 

Capt.  Jonathan  Pettibone  (3).  son  of  Jonathan 
(2)  and  Hannah  (Owen)  Pettibone.  and  the  father 
•of  ^Irs.  Winslow,  was  born  May  31,  1775-  lie  was 
a  man  of  education  and  refinement ;  was  a  general 
merchant  in  \\'eatogue  for  many  years,  and  had  the 
honor  of  being  the  first  postmaster  of  what  is  now 
the  town  of  Simsbury.  Fie  was  noted  for  his  up- 
right character  and  honorable  dealings.  He  was 
a  captain  of  militia,  in  politics  a  Democrat.  He 
died  Sept.  19,  1829,  and  was  buried  in  Simsbury. 
On  May  i,  1823,  he  was  married,  in  Simsbury,  by 
the  Rev.  Allen  McLean,  to  F^anny  Rosanna  Phelps, 
born  March  8,  1795,  in  Simsbury.  daughter  of  Col. 
Xoah  A.  Phelps,  of  Simsbury,  and  sister  of  the  late 
Hon.  Noah  A.  Phelps,  Secretarv  of  the  State,  and 
author  of  Phelps'  "Flistorv  of  Simsbury." 

Mrs.  Fanny  R.  (Phelps)  Pettilione  was  the 
granddaughter  of  Maj.  Gen.  Noah  Phelps,  a  dis- 
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tinguished  (officer  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  Hi 
was  a  cajHain  in  the  French  war 
during  the  Revolution,  and  afterw; 
brigadier  general  antl  then  major 
a  plan  was  formed  to  capture 
Cain.  Phelps  raised  a  com]>anv  ot 
chief  e.xpeu.se  of  tUling  it  mu  fi.>r 
joined  tlie  expetlition  to  Lake  Champlain,  entered 
Ticonderoga  as  a  spy,  ascertained  the  condition  of 
the  strongliolil,  and,  escaping  unharmed,  by  his  re- 
port enabled  the  Americans  to  capture  that  im- 
portant fortress  with  nuich  more  cle\'erness  aiul  ilis- 
patch  tiian  otherwise  might  have  been  possible. 

Mrs.  Pettibone  was  a  lady  of  admirable  traits. 
Attractive  in  personal  appearance  to  her  latest  da_\  s, 
she  was.  even  move  winning  in  character.  W  hile 
strong  and  unyielding  in  principle,  she  was  yet  full 
of  kindness,  expressed  both  in  words  and  deeds — 
no  appeal  from  the  sick  or  untorttmate  reaching 
her  in  vain,  and  her  cheerfulness  and  unselfishness 
in  all  matters  of  everyday  life  were  very  prominent, 
as  also  her  fortitude  and  patience  in  trial.  When 
young  she  united  with  the  Simsbury  Congrega- 
tional Church,  and  her  religious  experience  was  real 
and  deep.  She  devoted  much  time  to  the  reading 
of  the  Bible.  Tenderly  cared  for  by  her  daughter, 
with  whom  she  had  made  her  home,  she  died  in 
W'illimantic  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years — the 
last  but  one  of  eight  sons  and  daughters — deeply 
mourned  bv  all  who  had  known  her.  Born  and 
married  in  the  old  Phelps  home  in  Simsbury,  then 
occupied  by  her  brother,  Hon.  Jeffery  O.  Phelps, 
her  funeral  services  were  held  there,  and  her  re- 
mains then  laid  in  the  ancient  burying  ground 
beside  those  of  her  husband.  r^Irs.  Pettibone  was 
a  lineal  descendant  of  William  Phelps,  who  came 
to  this  country  from  England  in  1630.  Capt. 
Jonathan  and  Fanny  R.  (Phelps)  Pettibone  had 
but  one  child,  Charlotte  Henrietta,  the  wife  of  our 
subject.  Rev.  Horace  Winslow. 

A  brief  record  of  the  eight  children  born  to 
Col.  Noah  A.  and  Charlotte  (Wilcox)  Phelps  is  as 
follows:  (I)  Charlotte  Melissa,  born  1786,  died 
1871,  married  F'rederick  William  Jewett,  of  Granby. 
Comi.,  and  had  five  children,  a  sketch  of  one  of 
whom.  Frederick  S.  Jewett.  occurs  farther  on. 
(2)  Noah  Amherst,  Jr..  born  178S,  died  1872. 
married  (first)  Delia  Clark,  of  Flartford.  Conn., 
and  (second)  Cath.erine  St.  John,  of  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  had  six  children.     (3)  Jeffery  Orson,  born 

1791.  died  .  married  (first)  Pollina  Barnard,  of 

Simsbury,  Conn.,  and  (second)  Harriet  Humphrev. 
also  of  Simsbury:  he  had  four  children.  (4) 
Fanny  Rosanna.  born  1795.  died  1877.  married 
Capt.' Jonathan  I'ettibone,  of  Simsbury,  Conn.;  her 
record  comes  under  Rev.  Florace  Winslow's  name. 
(5)  Hector  Fayette,  born  1797,  died  1874,  married 
Selina  Ijarnard.  of  Bloomfield,  Conn. ;  they  had 
eight  children.  (6)  Emma  Maria,  born  1799,  died 
1862.  married  Col.  William  Mather,  Jr.,  of  Sims- 
burv.  Conn.;  thev  had  five  children.   (7)  Guy  Row- 
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laml,  M.  1)..  born  i8oj,  died  i8(ii).  nuuricd  llannah 
^Laliincr,  i.)f  Simsbury,  L'onii.  ;  they  had  fwiir  chil- 
(h-oii.  (8)  Cioort;e  JJwiglu,  boin  1804.  died  1872, 
married  (first)  l-'rances  Henrietta  ixandol'ih,  of 
Xew  York  City,  ^^^eeolul)  Marv  A\res.  als  i  iif  Xew 
York  City,  and  (tiiirdi  Harriet  AuL;u^la  Avre>,  of 
New  JJrunswiek,  \.  j.;  lie  had  five  ehildieii. 

l-'redorick  Stiles  jewett,  a  son  of  Frederiek  Will- 
iam and  Charlotte  ^lelissa  (I'helpsJ  Jewett,  and  a 
grandson  of  Col.  Xoah  A.  Phelps,  was  born  at 
Simsbnry.  Conn.,  Feb.  jO,  1819,  and  lived  during 
his  childhood  and  much  of  his  youth  with  Mrs. 
Pettibone,  who  loved  him  almost  as  nnicli  as  an 
own  son.  He  spent  two  years  before  the  mast  on  a 
whaling  voyage,  in  the  Atlantic,  Pacific  and  Indian 
oceans,  which  experience  gave  him  a  real  ac(inaint- 
ance  with  the  sea  in  all  its  phases,  and  with  ship- 
ping and  sailors — a  knowledge  afterward  of  im- 
mense value  to  him  while  winning  his  way  to  a 
prominent  place  as  a  marine  painter.  He,  however, 
first  turned  his  attention  to  literary  work,  and 
showed  himself  a  writer  of  considerable  ability, 
both  ill  verse  and  prose.  At  one  time  he  was  an 
editor  of  the  "Xew  England  Weekly  Review,"' 
published  in  Hartford,  and  afterwards  editor,  suc- 
cessively, of  two  papers  published  in  the  British 
West  Indies,  viz. :  The  Kingston  Despatch,  of 
Kingston,  Jamaica,  and  the  Ajitigiia  Obscrz'cr,  of 
St.  John,  Antigua.  After  residing  for  several  years 
in  the  West  Indies,  his  health  became  frail  and  he 
returned  to  this  country,  locating  at  Hartford. 
While  living  there  he  held  several  offices  of  the  city 
government.  Fie  also  did  much  of  the  designing 
and  laying  out  of  Bushnell  Park.  He  married 
(first),' in  Hartford,  Miss  Cook,  and  (second  )  Miss 
Steele,  of  Antigua.  ]\Ir.  Jewett  is  one  of  the  art- 
ists included  in  "Art  and  Artists  in  Connecticut," 
by  H.  W'.  French. 

To  Mr.  and  3vlrs.  Winslov.-  have  been  born  three 
children:  Fanny  Henrietta,  Lillian  and  ]Mary.  (i) 
Fanny  Henrietta  was  born  at  Rockville,  Conn.  She 
received  a  finished  education,  attending  successively 
Rose  Cottage  Seminary,  Binghamton.  X.  Y.,  the 
Hartford  Female  Seminary,  and  the  Young  Ladies 
Collegiate  Institute,  of  Waterbury.  Conn.  In  the 
special  department  of  music  she  also  became  an  apt 
and  proficient  student.  She  is  a  person  of  literary 
and  musical  tastes.  She  married,  Oct.  4,  1876, 
William  Preston  Smith,  of  Woodbury,  Litclifeld 
Co.,  Conn.,  who  is  residing  at  Weatogue,  Simsbury. 
He  is  a  man  of  prominence,  served  the  town  of 
W^oodbury  in  the  Legislature,  and  has  also  served 
as  a  member  of  the  State  Republican  committee. 
'Mr.  Smith  is  a  son  of  the  late  Phineas  and  Cornelia 
(iVIinor)  Smith,  and  a  member  of  an  old  family 
of  his  native  town.  Representatives  of  the  Smiths 
served  in  the  Revolution,  and  many  have  been 
leading  men  in  the  profession  of  law.  The  Hon. 
Xathaii  Smith  and  the  late  Hon.  Truman  Smith, 
both  of  the  United  States  Senate,  together  with 
the  Hon.  Xathaniel  Smith,  also  United  States  Sen- 


i  ator.  one  of  tlie  foremost  lawyers  of  his  da_\  in 
Connecticut,  and  ludge  of  the  -Supreme  Court  for 
many  years,  beloiigetl  v>  this  liraiich  of  the  family. 
-Mr.  Smith  is  desceiideil,  en  his  mother's  side, 
I  from  a  \  ery  ancient  lain;l_\-.    Jlenr\  Minor,  of  Fng- 
i  land,  who  died  in  1,^50.  received  the  name  and  a 
I  coat  01  arm?  iwui  King  Edward  ill.  in  recogni- 
j  tion  01  loyaltv  in  pro\"i(ling  a  line  escort  of  a  hun- 
I  dred  men,  his  own  servants  and  retainers,  for  the 
safety  of  the  sovereign  in  passing  throaigh  Somer- 
setshire to  the  coast  en   ro::tc  for  b'rance.  The 
founder  of  the  famiK  in  America  was  Th.oma?.  who 
was  born  in  i(-io8,  and  came  to  Xew  England  in 
!  1630.     He  was  married    to    Grace,  daughter  of 
I  \\'alter  Palmer.  1634.    Me  and  his  wife  both,  died 
I  in  the  year  lOgo.    Thomas  Elinor  died  in  Sloning- 
I  ton.  Conn,    liis  granddaughter,  Grace,  daughter  of 
John  Minor,  one  of  the  verv  first  settlers  of  W  ood- 
burv,  was  marriei],  in  1088.  to  Samuel  Grant,  Jr., 
of  W  indsor,  an  ancestor  of  the  late  Gen.  L  lysses 
S.  Grant,  President  of  the  United  States. 

Air.  Sniiih  is  a  grandson  of  the  venerable  dea- 
con, I\Iatthew  ]\Iinor,  who  was  greatly  re?pected 
for  his  integrity,  and  of  eminent  piety,  and  held  the 
office  of  deacon  in  the  First  Congregational  Church 
of  Woodbury  for  forty-two  years — the  sixtli  in  a 
line  of  seven  deacons  of  the  name. 

To  'Sir.  and  Mrs.  Smith  one  child  h.as  been  born, 
I  Lillian  Winslow,  who  has  graduated  from  McLean 
i  Seminary,  Simsbttry,  and    is    now    a    student  at 
Wellesley  College,  ^Nlassachusetts.  For  a  few  years 
after  his  marriage  2\Ir.  Smith  remained  in  Wood- 
bury, then  the  family  removed  to  Chicago,  111.,  and 
he  was  in  business  in  that  city  until  his  health  lie- 
came  impaired  l.iy  the  climate,  when  he  returned  to 
the  East,  and  they  are  now  located  at  Weatogue. 
.        (2)  Lillian,  second  daughter  of  Rev.  and  !\Irs. 

Horace  Winslow,  was  born  at  X'ew  Britain,  Conn., 
;  and  was  the  first  child  baptized  in  the  new  Con- 
gregational church  of  X'ew  Britain.     She  attended 
the  Xatchaug  High  School,  at  Willimantic.  also  the 
Xew  Britain  Seminary.     She   possessed  an  altec- 
tionate  and  lovable  nature,  and,  with  other  personal 
attractions,  it  is  not  strange    that    she  gathered 
friends  from  every  circle  in  which  she  moved.  W  itli 
fine  sensibilities  and  a  taste  for  art,  her  health,  how- 
'  ever,  never  permitted  her  to  develop  greatl\-  the 
I  talent  v.-hich  was  evidently  hers.    She  united  with 
!  the  church  when  young,  and  was  interested  in  all 
!  its  work.    Though  reserved  in  speaking  of  her  m- 
{  most  feelings,  vet  her  religious  experience  gave  di- 
'  rection  and  control  to  her  outward  life.    .A.s  long 
I  as  she  was  able  to  do  so.  she  visited  the  homes  of 
I  the  sick  and  the  afflicted.     Lillian  was  married, 
I  Mav  18,  1887,  to  Charles  James  Fox,  M.  D.,  a  lead- 
I  ing    phvsician,  of    Willimantic,  Conn.,  who  was 
I  surgeon-general  on  the  staff  of  Gov.  Phineas  C. 
j  Loi'insbury,  brother  of  the  late  governor  of  Con- 
!  necticut.  Dr.  Fox  is  a  son  of  the  late  Roswell  1-ox. 
1  jM.  D.,  for  many  yar-^  a  valued  citizen  and  emi- 
i  ncnt  physician  of  'Wetlicrsfield,  Conn.     Mrs.  box 
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diet!  ScjU.  ::S,  i8.*^8,  ai  W'illiniamio,  ami  wa'^  buried 
at  Sinisbury. 

(3)  Mary,  youngest  daughter  ol  Rev.  II.  \\  ins- 
low,  was  born  in  Great  Barrington,  Borksliiro  Co., 
Mass..  in  the  iiouse  which  is  now  occupied  as  the 
public  Hbrary,  ai  Great  I'.arringU'n,  and  was  ihe 
tirst  cliild  bai'tized  in  the  now  Gongregaiii-'nal 
church.,  where  iier  lather  preached..  She  was 
graduated  from  the  Xatcliaug  v''''^"'^"  ^^'ilHnlantic j 
iiigh  School  ot  W'illiniantic,  Conn.,  is  a  young  lady 
of  intellectual  tastes,  and  interested  in  Sunday 
school  work.  She  is  a  charier  nieniber  and  the 
present  historian  of  Abigail  i'helps  Chapter, 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  attended 
for  four  years  the  congress  of  the  order  at  Washing- 
ton, and  was  elected  delegate  to  the  congress  one 
year,  was  for  several  years  historian  of  W'illiniantic 
Alumni  Association.  Miss  W'inslow  is  a  member 
of  the  Connecticut  Forestry  Association,  in  which 
slic  takes  great  interest,  and  of  which,  with  her 
father,  she  was  one  of  the  founders. 

An  cider  sister  of'  Mr.  W'inslow,  2\Iiss  Philinda, 
resided  with  him  for  several  years  previous  to  her 
death,  which  occurred  in  1S93.  }*Irs.  Winslow  was 
a  lady  of  intelligence,  amiable,  warm-hearted  and 
an  active  and  consiste:it  Christian.  For  more  than 
fifty  years  she  was  a  faithful  teacher  in  the  Sun- 
day-schools with  which  she  was  connected,  and  only 
retired  from  the  service  when  compelled  to  do  so  by 
the  infirmities  of  age.  She  was  also  greatly  inter- 
ested in  Missions. 

Rev.  Mr.  \\'inslow,  our  subject,  is  a  member 
and  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Connecticut 
Forestry  Association,  which  was  organized  at  his 
home  in  A\'catogue,  Dec.  30,  1S95.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Joseph  R.  Toy  Post,  No.  83,  G.  A.  R.,  of 
Simsbury,  and  was  its  chaplain  from  its  organiza- 
tion until  1897,  when  he  was  elected  commander. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomoc.  3.1r.  W'inslow  has  nosts  of  friends  of 
all  shades  of  political  and  religious  belief,  for  his 
sterling  qualities  as  a  man  and  as  an  advocate  of 
the  spiritual,  mental  and  material  betterment  of  his 
fellowmen  are  too  conspicuous  to  be  unseen. 

FREDERICK  A.  SEYMOUR,  of  West  Hart- 
ford, is  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  and  bears  an 
honorable  record  for  brave  service  in  the  cause  of 
freedom  and  union,  and  in  the  paths  of  peace  he  has 
also  won  an  enviable  reputation  through  the  sterling 
qualities  which  go  to  the  making  of  a  good  citizen. 
The  greater  part  of  his  life  has  been  spent  in  Hart- 
ford county,  and  has  been  devoted  to  agricultural 
pursuits. 

Mr.  Seymour  was  born  ^larch  12,  1819,  in  the 
house  built  by  his  great-granUfathcr,  Capt.  John 
Seymour,  in  Park  avenue.  West  Hartford.  He  can 
trace  his  ancestry  to  Richard  Seymour,  of  Chelms- 
ford, County  of  Essex,  England,  who  was  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  Hartford  in  1636,  though  he  did  not 
come  with  Rev.  Mr.  Hooker's  congregation,  made 
39 


:  up  in  England,  but  soon  afterward.  In  1639  he  was 
!  appointed  chinniey  viewer  lor  llanlord,  and  he  was 
j  also  allowed  special  privileges,  such  as  cutting  wood 
:  and  keejiing  cattle  on  the  commons;  was  chosen 
'  selectman  in  1(155. 

j        Capt.  John  Seymour  served  in  the  Indiafi  war  in 
:  174O  {3.1  whivh  time  he  was  twenty  years  of  age), 
i  in  the  French  and  Indian  war,  and  throughout  the 
!  Revolution  as  captain.    He  married  Lydia  Wads- 
I  worth,  daughter  of  Capt.  Wadsworth,  of  Charter 
j  Oak  fame,  and  thirteen  children  were  born  to  them : 
i  John  {i),  who  was  killed  on  a  man-of-war  (never 
married);  James;  Alexander,  who  died    at  sea; 
Rogers ;  Asa,  who  died  in  Granville,  Mass. ;  Na- 
thaniel, grandfather  of  our  subject;  John  (2)  ;  Syl- 
via ;  Lvdla  ;  Lucy  ;  Lucretia  ;  Lucina  ;  Anna  Cyntliia. 
James'married  Hannah  Collins,  of  West  Hartford, 
where  he  lived  and  died,  leaving  one  son,  Henry, 
who  married  Rebecca  Hunt,  of  Lenox,  INIass. ;  he 
lived  in  Flartford,  where  he  died. 

Nathaniel  Seymour  was  born  Aug.  23,  1763, 
and  resided  \vhcre  our  subject  now  lives,  being  en- 
gaged in  the  pottery  business  here.  He  was  a  very 
public-spirited  and  enterprising  citizen,  and  served 
as  first  selectman  of  the  town  of  Hartford  for  many 
years.  He  was  also  an  officer  in  a  militia  company. 
He  married  Sarah  Kellogg,  who  was  born  Dec.  6, 
1 76 1,  and  they  had  five  children,  whose  names  and 
dates  of  birth  were  as  follows:  Emma,  Jan.  18, 
1790;  Horace,  Oct.  21,  1791  ;  Edwin,  June  23,  1793; 
]Mason,  Dec.  15,  1794;  and  Nathan,  Sept.  18,  1798. 

Edwin  Seymour,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  West  Hartford,  and  was  reared  and  educated 
there.  He  married  T^Iiss  Fannie  ^^lerrill,  a  daughter 
of  \Villiam  -Merrill,  and  to  them  were  born  six  chil- 
dren :  Henry  Thornton,  Frederick  A.,  Helen  F., 
Francis  L.,  William  S.  and  Charlotte  i\I.,  all  of 
whom  lived  and  died  in  Ohio  wdth  the  exception  of 
our  subject.  The  family  removed  to  that  State 
about  1853,  there  the  father  departed  this  life 
in  1855  ;  the  mother  died  in  1S70,  in  Indiana. 

Frederick  A.  Sevmour  attended  school  in  West 
I-Iartford,  and  made  his  home  with  his  grandparents 
from  the  age  of  eleven  years  until  he  attained  his 
majority,  when  he,  too,  went  to  Ohio,  locating  in 
Ravenna,  Portage  county.  There  he  married  ]\Iiss 
Elvira  Curtiss,  and  to  them  was  born  one  child, 
Nathan  ^\^,  now  a  builder  of  W'est  Hartford,  who 
married  Rachel  Fullin,  and  had  two  children,  'but 
both  died  in  infancy. 

While  ^Ir.  Seymour  was  residing  in  Ohio  the 
Civil  war  broke  out,  and  he  enlisted,  at  Ravenna,  in 
1861,  in  Company  G,  7th  O.  V.  L,  of  which  he  was 
immediately  made  captain.  He  remained  in  the 
service  for  three  years,  during  which  time  he  was 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  major,  and  as  such  w-as 
mustered  out  at  Washington,  D.  C,  in  June,  1865. 
Returning  to  Ravenna,  he  continued  to  reside  there 
until  1869,  engaged  in  mercantile  business,  and  he 
also  served  as  supervisor  of  his  township.  In  1869 
he  returned  to  this  county,  and  has  since  resided 
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on  tlic  old  homestead  in  W  est  Hartford.  ITo  is  a 
man  of  coiisidcrable  prominence  in  liis  comnuniity, 
and  has  been  honored  with  several  inijxiriant  of- 
licial  positions,  havin.g  served  as  selectman  of  West 
Hartford  three  years,  deinity  sheriti  one  term,  antl 
a  reprcsenuuive  to  the  Slate  Legislature  one  term. 
Socially  he  is  an  honored  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  I'ost  in  Hartford,  and  of  W'yllys  Lodge,  Xo. 
99,  F.  &  A.  ^L,  of  whicli  he  is  past  master;  and 
while  a  resilient  of  Ohio  he  afiiliated  with  the  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  I'ellows  and  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  that  order. 

HON.  JOHN  C.  E.  HU.AH'HREV.  The 
Humphrey  family  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  in 
the  annals  of  Simsbury.  It  is  one  of  the  oldest, 
and  representatives  for  more  than  two  centuries 
have  been  conspicuous  in  the  growth  and  advance- 
ment of  the  community.  The  gentleman  whose 
name  introduces  this  sketch,  one  of  its  living  rep- 
resentatives, is  an  enterprising  and  successful  busi- 
ness man. 

Michael  Humphrey  was  the  original  settler  of 
the  famil)'  in  Simsbury.  The  family  has  an  ancient 
and  honorable  history  botli  in  England  and  on  the 
continent  of  Europe,  and  ^Michael  LIumphrey  was 
probably  descended  from  the  branch  which  settled 
in  southwestern  England  soon  after  the  Xorman 
Conquest.  It  is  supposed  he  was  born  in  Lyme 
Regis,  Dorsetshire,  England,  son  of  Samuel  and 
Susannah  Humphrey,  probably  natives  of  that  place. 
Michael  had  a  taste  for  enterprise  and  trade,  and, 
the  sea  affording  the  best  opportunities,  with  his 
brother  Samuel  he  became  a  merchant  and  ship- 
owner, and  before  1643  sailed  from  England  for 
America,  settling  at  Windsor,  Conn.  At  IMassa- 
coe  (or  Alassaco),  now  Simsbury,  he  engaged  with 
John  Griffin  and  John  Tinker  in  the  manufacture 
of  pitch  and  tar,  which  was  shipped  to  his  brother 
Samuel  and  to  Henrv  Rose,  partners  in  business  at 
St.  Malo,  France,  the  ships  returning  to  America 
with  goods  consigned  to  Michael  Humphrey.  The 
early  records  of  Hartford  county  reveal  something 
of  the  character  and  standing  of  this  founder.  On 
May  21,  1657,  ^Michael  Humphrey  was  admitted  a 
freeman  of  \\'indsor.  In  1G62  he  was  still  engaged 
in  trade  with  his  brother  Samuel  and  with  Henry 
Rose  at  St.  ^lalo,  France.  In  1664,  as  a  member 
of  the  Church  of  England,  lie,  together  with  James 
Eno  and  others,  protested  against  paying  taxes  for 
the  support  of  the  ministry  of  Windsor.  In  16G7 
he  was  one  of  the  Windsor  dragoons.  About  1669 
he  became  one  of  the  original  thirteen  settlers  of 
Massacoe,  now  Simsbury,  and  one  of  its  most  prom- 
inent, settling  in  the  East  Weatogue  District,  where 
he  became  a  large  land  owner  and  extensive  farmer. 
Corn  was  his  principal  crop.  He  settled  011  the 
farm,  a  part  of  which  is  now  known  as  the  Bradlev 
place,  obtaining  a  grant  of  land  over  one  mile  in 
length,  reaching  to  the  top  of  the  ^Mountain.  In 
both  civil  and  ecclesiastical  affairs  he  was  a  lead- 


ing spirit.    On  Oci.  14.  1674.  he  married  Priscilla, 
daughter  uf  Matthew  and  Priscilla  lirant,  and  slie 
bore  him  children  as  follows:  {i)  John,  born  June 
7.  i(-'5'^,  is  menlxmed  below.  {2)  Marv,  born  Oct. 
J4,  U153,  married ■  j tnie  10,  ii->75,  Jclin  Lewis,  of 
W  iini>or.         I  Samuel,  liorn  Mav  13,  1656,  mar- 
ried Mary  Mills,  and  died  June  15,  1736.  (4) 
Sarah,  born  ^hirch  6,  1639,  niarriotl  June  11,  1O80, 
Ricliard  Burnham,  of  South  Windsor.    (5)  iNIar- 
tha.  born  Oct.  3,  1603,  married  John  Shipman.  (6) 
Abigail,  born  March  J3.  loOO,  married  Lieut.  Ben- 
I  jamin  Graham,  of  Hartford,  and  died  June  27, 
i  1697.    (7)  Hannah,  born  Oct.  21,  1669,  became  the 
second  wife    of  ^  Capt.  John    Bull,  of  Flartford. 
^lichael  Humphrey  died  on  his  farm  in  Simsbury 
previous   10   1696.      His   father-in-law,  ]Matthew 
Grant,  was  the  founder  of  the  Grant  family  in  the 
L'nited  States,  Gen.  Grant  being  one  of  his  descend- 
ants.   "The  town  surveyor  was  another  important 
office.    Matthew  Grant,  whose  name  is  so  conspicu- 
ous in  the  early  history  of  the  town  (\Vindsor), 
j  discharged  the  duties  of  this  'office.    He  was  also 
the  second  town  clerk,  and  continued  measuring  of 
land  and  getting-out  of  lots  to  men"'  for  a  period  of 
forty  years.    He  is  called  by  the  historian.  Stiles, 
the  "model  town  clerk,"  and  his  ancient  manuscript 
;  record  of  the  old  Dorchester  and  Windsor  Church  is 
•  now  among  the  treasures  of  the  Connecticut  His- 
torical Society. 
,        (II)  John  Humphrey,  who  was  born  in  Windsor 
'  June  7,  1630,  removed  with  his  parents  to  Simsbury, 
■  and  there  became  a  lifelong  farmer,  dying  Jan.  14, 
I  1698.    "Fie  was  a  prominent  and  respected  citizen, 
:  was  the  owner  of  considerable  land,  and  frequently 
j  engaged  in  the  town's  business."  He  married  Han- 
!  nah  GrilTin,  daughter  of  Sergt.  John  and  Anna 
!  (Bancroft)  Griftin,  John  Griftin  being  his  father's 
partner  in  the  manufacture  of  tar  and  pitch,  and 
the  family  born  to  them  consisted  of  the  following 
'•children:    (i)  John,  born  Nov.  18,  1671,  is  men- 
!  tioned  below.      (2)   ^Mary,  born  April   14,  1674, 
j  probably  married  a  r\lr.  Wadsworth.    (3)  Thomas,  > 
\  born  Sept.  i,  1676,  married  Hannah  Hillyer,  and 
:  died  Oct.  23,  1714.     (4)   Abigail,  born  Nov.  8, 
I  1678,  married  a  Mr.  Gridley,  of  Farmington.  (5) 
I  Nathaniel, born  ^March  3,1680,  married  Agnes  Spen- 
j  cer,  and  died  in  December.  171 1.  (6)  Samuel,  born 
[  1684,  married  Mary,  daughter  of  James  and  Abigail 
Bissell  Eno,  and  died  Sept.  20,  1723.    (7)  Joseph 
married  Abigail  Griffin.      Regarding  Sergt.  John 
Griffin,  father-in-law  of  John  Humphrey,  we  ha\e 
'  the  following:  "Manahannoose,  a  ]\Iassaco  Indian, 
'did  wittingly  kindle  a  fire'  which  consumed  a  large 
'  quantity  of  tar  belonging  :o  Griffin."  For  this  he  was 
i  condemned  by  the  court  ait  Hartford,  and,  to  escape 
being  shipped  to  Barbadoes  or  becoming  a  slave,  he 
and  other  Indians,  proprietors  of  ]Massaco,  gave  to 
Griffin  a  deed  of  all  lands  in  Massaco.    "In  1663 
a  grant  was  made  to  John  Griffin  by  the  General 
Court  of  two  hundred  acres,  for  his  services  in  pcr- 
'  feeling  the  art  of  making  pitch  and  tar.    This  grant, 
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with  another  stibscquciitly  made  by  the  town  in 
1672,  of  about  a  mile  and  a  Iialf  square,  given  in 
part  consideration  of  Iiis  re>iLiiiing;  and  relinquish- 
ing his  Indian  d^eds,  to  the  proprietors  of  the  town, 
constituted  wliat  was  kn  i\vn  as  Grihin's  Lordship." 
From  Siuisburv,  with  Michael  Ihiniphrcy,  he  was  a 
member  of  the  General  Court  of  Connecticut,  Oc- 
tober session  of  1670,  and  several  tunes  after- 
ward. 

(^11 1)  John  Humphrey  (2),  son  of  John  and 
Hannah.  Humphrey,  v.as  born  Xov.  18,  luji,  and 
died  Dec.  31,  1732.  He  was  a  man  of  education 
and  character,  like  his  father  followed  farming' 
through  life,  and  also  practiced  the  profession  of 
surveying.  He  was  a  deacon  in  the  Congregational 
Church,  served  as  town  clerk,  and  filled  many  other 
positions  of  responsibility  and  trust.  He  married  a 
widow,  Mrs.  Sarah  (Pettibone)  r\lills,  daughter  of 
John  Pettibone.  and  she  bore  him  five  children,  as 
follows:  (l)  John  and  (2)  Hannah  (twins)  were 
born  March  17,  1 700-1  [the  first  three  months  of 
an)-  year  were  then  marked  in  that  way,  until  the 
change  in  the  calendar  in  the  middle  of  the  eight- 
eenth century].  John  married  Lydia  Reed,  of 
Windsor,  and  died  Nov.  2,  1760.  Hannah  married 
Deacon  Joseph  Case,  of  Sinisbury.  (3)  Benaiah, 
born  Dec.  20,  1701,  is  mentioned  below.  (4) 
Michael,  born  Nov.  20,  1703,  married  Mercy  Hum- 
phrey, and  died  in  1778.  ]\Iercy  Humphrey  was  a 
descendant  of  Gov.  Thomas  Dudley,  of  ^lassachu- 
setts,  and  of  Gov.  William  Leete,  of  Connecticitt. 
(5)  Daniel,  born  in  1707,  was  educated  at  Yale 
College,  and  was  for  fifty  years  a  minister  of  the 
Congregational  Chttrch  at  Derby,  Conn.  He  mar- 
ried Sarah  Riggs,  and  died  Sept.  2,  1787.  His  son 
David  was  a  colonel  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
a  general  in  the  war  of  1812;  was  also  aid  to  Gen. 
Putnam  and  subsequently  to  Gen.  Vv'ashington, 
served  as  the  latter's  private  secretary,  living  with 
him  at  Mt.  Vernon,  and  was  afterwards  minister 
to  Spain  and  Portugal.  He  wrote  several  volumes 
of  history  and  poetry.  John  Pettibone,  father  of 
IMrs.  John  (2)  Humphrey,  settled  first  in  Windsor, 
then  at  Simsbury.  The  family  has  furnished  many 
men  prominent  in  town  afifairs,  and  gave  a  large 
number  of  officers  and  men  for  the  Revolutionary 
army.  John  Pettibone's  wife.  Sarah  Eggleston, 
was  a  daughter  of  Begat  Eggleston,  a  first  settler 
of  Dorchester,  Mass.,  and  also  of  Windsor. 

(IV)  Benajah  Humphrey,  born  Dec.  20,  1701, 
continued  the  agricultural  vocation  of  his  ancestors, 
lived  a  prosperous  life  in  Simsbury,  where  he  passed 
away  Aug.  4,  1772,  and  was  buried  there.  His 
wife,  Thankful  Hoskins,  perhaps  daughter  of  Rob- 
ert Ploskins,  bore  him  nine  children:  (i)  Benajah, 
born  July  22,  1728,  married  Caroline  Humphrey, 
and  died  Aug.  8,  1761.     (2)  Elisha,  born  May  30, 

1730.  died  young.    (3)  Thankful,  born  Dec.  25, 

1731,  married  Lieut.  Timothy  IMoses,  and  died  in 
1790.  (4)  Elisha,  born  Nov.  19,  1733,  is  mentioned 
below.    (5)   Sarah,  born  May  9,  1736,  was  four 


times  married,  (first)  to  Lieut.  Charles  Humphrey, 
(second)  to  Col.  Seth  Smith,  (third ;  to  Elisha  Gra- 
ham, and  ( fourth j  to  Ama<a  Case,  being  the 
latter's  filth  wife.  She  died  in  1823.  (6)  Roger, 
born  I\lay  20,  173S,  died  unmarried  about  1770. 
(7j  Abraham,  born  ]\Iarch  27,  1740,  died  Eeb.  3, 
1709.  (8)  2\iary,  born  Jan.  5,  1743,  died  May  lO, 
1745.  (9)  Benoni,  born  Dec.  27,  1745,  married 
Lois  -\L  Iduniphrey,  and  died  Aug.  y,  1795. 

(\'j  P^lisha  LIumphrey,  son  of  Bt-najah  Hum- 
j)hrey,  was  born  Nov.  19,  1733,  and  died  June  30, 
1S15.  He  served  in  the  French  and  Indian  wars 
under  Gen.  Putnam,  at  Fort  Edward.  He  married 
Lydia,  daughter  of  Judge  John  Humphrey,  and 
their  children  were  as  follows:  Elisha,  born  June 
4,  1770,  married  Sabina  Griswold,  and  moved  to 
central  New  York;  Abner,  born  July  14,  1772, 
died  tmmarried  in  1816;  Dositheus,  born  April  20, 
^775'  mentioned  below;  Lydia,  born  P""eb.  15, 
177S,  died  unmarried  June  26,  1S57;  Anna,  born 
iMay  28,  1780,  died  unmarried  April  10,  1856;  Sim- 

'  eon,  born  Feb.  i,  1783,  died  Nov.  26,  1866.  Judge 
John  Humphrey,  father  of  IMrs.  Elisha  Humphrey, 
was  appointed,  by  the  English  Crov.-n,  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  served  from  1735  to  1760.  He  was  also 
town  clerk.  He  was  first  lieutenant  in  the  Colonial 
^lilitia,  and  captain  of  the  First  Regiment.  From 
1758  to  1760  he  was  judge  in  the  common  pleas 
court  of  Hartford  county.  He  was  a  representative 
in  the  General  Assembly  from  1733  and  i860,  con- 
tinuously except  for  four  years,  and  died  wdiile  at- 

'  tending  the  Legislature  at  New  Haven,  being  there 
buried,  near  the  grave  of  John  Dixwell,  t.he  regicide, 
as  his  sons,  Major  Elihu  and  Lieut.  Nathaniel, 
were  then  with  Gen.  Lyman  in  Canada,  serving  in 

:  the  French  and  Indian  war.    Judge  Humphrey  was 

!  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  he  was 

I  owner  of  the  Flumphrey  homestead. 

i       Jtidge  John  Humphrey's  two  sons,  Lieut.  Na- 

I  thaniel  and  Major  Elihu  Humphrey,  served  in  both 
the  French  and  Indian  and  the  Revolutionary  wars. 
In  the  former  war  they  were  with  Gen.  Phineas 
Lyinan  in  Canada,  and  took  part  in  the  capture  of 
Montreal.  Later  they  joined  the  expedition  to  and 
engaged  in  the  capture  of  Havana,  1762,  Elihu 
Humphrey  being  adjutant  of  Lyman's  regiment. 

Nathaniel  Plumphrey  was  lieutenant  of  the 
first  volunteer  company  raised  in  Simsbury  during 
the  Revolutionary  v;-ar.  Volunteers  from  this  com- 
pany were  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  the  en- 
tire force  assisted  at  the  siege  of  Boston,  later  going 
to  New  York  under  Washington,  and  taking  part 
in  the  battles  of  Long  Island  and  White  Plains, 
and  in  the  retreat  from  New  York. 

Elihu  Humphrey  raised  the  second  company 
which  went  out  from  Simsbury  immediately  after 
the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  he  took  part  in  the 
siege  of  Boston.  The  next  year  he  was  made  a 
major,  was  wounded  and  captured  in  the  battle  of 
Long  Island,  was  confined  in  a  prison  in  Nevv'  York 
City,  known  as  the  "Old  Sugar  House,"  and  was 
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there  so  barbarously  trealctl  that  b.c  die  1  soon  after 
his  return  from  Sunsbury. 

Dosiilicus  iluniphrc}-,  bjru  April  20,  1775, 
married  Lovisa,  uauL;luer  of  John  LiruHey  ferry, 
and  died  June  7,  i^^53.  'r!ioi'.L;li  he  made  farming 
his  life  work,  he  had  a  taste  for  mathematies  and 
astronomy,  was  a  praetieal  surxeyor,  and  engaged 
to  some  extent  in  that  occupation.  He  spent  his 
entire  life  on  the  homestead  in  East  Weatogue, 
Simsbury,  and  there  engaged  in  stock-raising  and 
general  farming.  In  politics  he  was  a  \\  hig,  and 
in  public  affairs  active  and  prominent.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  which  his 
wife  joined  after  her  marriage,  she  being  originally 
a  member  of  St.  Andrew's,  the  oldest  Episcopal 
Church  in  Hartford  county.  She  was  devoted  to 
her  husband  and  children,  and  highly  esteemed  by 
all  who  knew  her.  To  Dositheus  and  Lovisa 
(Terry)  Humphrey  were  born  seven  children,  as 
follows:  Phoebe,  born  Xov.  14,  1799,  married  Calvin 
Northrop,  and  died  at  Hartford,  J^eb.  14,  1871  ; 
Anson,  born  Oct.  2,  1S02,  married  Emily  Hayden, 
of  Suffield ;  Benajah,  born  Dec.  4,  1805,  is  mentioned 
below;  Chloe,  born  June  11,  1S08,  died  Jan.  16, 
1809;  Lura,  born  Nov.  3,  1809,  died  unmarried  IMay 
5,  i860;  Sarah,  born  June  24,  1812,  married  Jo- 
siah  Hough.,  of  Collinsville,  on  June  16,  1852,  and 
died  May  6,  1866;  and  Laura,  born  j\Iarch  9,  i8i5, 
died  Oct.  26,  1817. 

Stephen  Terry  (from  whom  Mrs.  Dositheus 
Himiphrey  traced  her  descent)  came  from  England 
in  1630,  probably  in  the  ship  "Mary  and  John,"  to 
Dorchester,  Mass.  He  removed  to  Windsor  about 
1636,  and  to  Hadley,  Mass.,  in  1660;  he  was  a 
member  of  the  first  body  of  cavalry  in  Connecticut. 
He  was  rated  in  Hadley  at  £200 — none  in  the  town 
rated  higher.  He  was  married  in  Dorcliester,  and 
his  wife  died  in  1647.  He  w"as  born  probably  about 
1590- 

John  Terry,  born  in  Windsor,  ]\Iarch  6,  1638, 
died  in  1691.  He  married,  in  Hartford,  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  William  \\'adsworth,  born  ]\Iay  17, 
1645,  died  ]\Iarch  12,  171 5.  John  Terry  was  a 
farmer,  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  militia,  and  is  sup- 
posed to  have  been  the  first  town  clerk  of  Simsbury. 
The  Wadsworth  family  was  one  of  the  most  prom- 
inent in  the  early  history  of  Connecticut.  "William 
WadsW'Orth,  the  younger  brother  of  James,  was 
born  in  Long  Buckley,  County  of  Northampton ; 
removed  thence  to  Braintree,  County  of  Essex; 
emigrated  to  New  England ;"  settled  in  Cambridge. 
He  came  in  the  ship  "Lion"  from  London,  Sept. 
16,  1632;  freeman  in  Massachusetts,  Nov.  6,  1632; 
in  June,  1636,  removed  to  Hartford,  where  he  was 
an  original  proprietor;  was  chosen  townsman  1642, 
1655,  1661,  1673;  constable,  1651  ;  list  and  rate 
maker,  1668;  was  deputy  to  the  General  Court 
nearly  every  session  between  October,  1G56,  and 
May,  1675.  He  died  in  1675,  his  widow  in  1682; 
estate  £1,677,  '3^.  9^1-  '^^'^^  first  married  in 

England.    Children  by  first  marriage:  (i)  Sarah 


jnarried  Sept.  17,  1646,  John  Wilcox,  Jr.,  of  Hart- 
fortl.  (2;  William  died  yoimg.  (3)  John  set- 
tled in  J-arminglon.  Jn  i(i02  he  marrictl  Sarah, 
daughier  of  Thomas  Stanley.      He  was  deputy. 


iC>72-i(.' 


;  assistant,  1679-1OS9;  one  uf  the  stand- 


ing counsel  during  King  i'hilip's  war;  and  died  in 
1089,  leaving  seven  sons,  one  of  whom.  John,  was 
the  father  ot  Rev.  Darnel  Wadsworth.  ].a,-tor  of  the 
Eirst  Church,  Hartford,  who  married,  in  1734, 
Abigail,  daughier  of  Gov.  Joseph  Talcoti,  anil  was 
the  father  ol  Col.  Jeremiah  Wadsworlli.  (4)  .ALary, 
born  about  1032,  marrietl,  aljout  1O5O,  fhomas 
Stoughton,  of  Wmdsor.  On  July  2,  1O44,  in  Hart- 
lord,  William  \\'atlsworth  married  Elizabeth  Stone, 
said  to  have  been  a  sister  of  Rev.  Samuel  Stone, 
first  teacher  of  the  Eirst  Church  of  ilarliord,  who 
was  born  in  Hertford,  England,  and  in  wliose  honor 
Elartford  was  named.  Children  of  \\'illiam  Wads- 
worth by  second  marriage.  (5)  Elizabeth,  born 
May  17,  1C45,  niarried  Nov.  17,  1662,  John  Terry, 
of  Simsbury,  and  died  ^larch  12,  1715.  (6;  Samuel, 
baptized  Oct.  20,  1646,  freeman,  1676,  died  in  1682, 
leaving  an  estate  of  ±1,100.  (7)  Capt.  Joseph,  born 
about  1647,  was  a  lieutenant  in  Iving  I'hilip's  war, 
and  captain  in  the  Hartford  train  band.  He  hid 
the  Connecticut  Charter  in  the  Charter  Oak,  Oct. 
31,  1G87.  (8)  Sarah,  baptized  ]\Larch  17,  1650, 
married  Jonathan  Ashley.     (9 )  Thomas,  born  about 

1651,  married  Elizabetn   ;  freeman,  1676;  died 

Hartford,  1725;  his  father  gave  him  lands  east  of 
the  Connecticut  river,  and  he  settled  in  East  Hart- 
ford.    (lOj  Rebecca  was  unmarried  in  1682. 

(HI)  John  Terry,  born  in  1684,  died  Alay  25, 
1725.  He  married  ALarv  Robv,  daughter  of  Andrew 
Roby. 

(IV)  John  Terry,  born  in  1715,  died  April  8, 
1805.  On  April  9,  1739,  he  married  ]Martha  Grid- 
ley,  of  Earmington,  who  died  Aug.  22,  1807. 

(V)  John  Gridley  ferry,  born  Sept.  22,  1749, 
died  in  Geddes,  N.  Y.,  Eeb.  20,  1837.  On  June  29, 
1772,  he  married  Phebe  Case,  born  Oct.  24,  1751. 
died  Oct.  3,  1824,  daughter  of  Capt.  Charles  Case. 
John  Gridley  Terry  removed  to  Onondaga,  N.  Y., 
in  1801.  The  Terrys  were  communicants  of  St. 
Andrew's  Church,  Simsbury,  the  oldest  Anglican 
Church  in  the  county.  Phebe  Case's  father,  Capt. 
Charles  Case,  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war  as 
captain  of  a  company  engaged  in  the  transportation 
of  cannon  balls  from  the  foundry  in  Salisbury,  Conn., 
to  Boston.  He  was  a  son  of  John  and  Abigail  (Hum- 
phrey) Case,  Abigail  Humphrey  being  a  daughter 
of  Samuel,  and  granddaughter  of  Michael  Hum- 
phrc}- ;  John  Case  was  ?  son  of  John  and  Sarah 
(Flolcomb)  Case,  and  grandson  of  the  first  John 
Case  and  Sarah  Spencer,  his  wife.  Sarah  Spencer 
was  a  daughtei-  of  William  and  Agnes  Spencer,  of 
Hartford.  William  Spencer  was  at  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  in  1631  ;  made  a  freeman,  March  4,  1632-3; 
deputy  for  Newtown  (old  name  of  Cambridge), 
May,  1632,  May,  1634,  March,  1634-5,  March, 
"J35-"J.  September,   1636,  May,   1637,  September, 
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1637,  -Marcli,  1637-S:  clioson  liculonant  for  Cain- 
brKlL;e  in  3.1  arch,  1030-7.  11c  liad  various  ollu'r 
evidences  of  public  favor  bestowed  on  liini.  lie 
was  one  of  die  founders  of  the  Ancient  and  Honor- 
able Artillery  Company.  1  he  name  of  'AN'illiam 
Spencer,  Cientlcman,"  ap]x\ars  in  the  j^ctiliun  to  the 
General  Court  for  the  founding-  of  this  company. 
Removed  to  Hartford,  1039;  deputy,  1639;  and 
appointed  with  W'yllys  and  Webster  to  revise  the 
laws  of  the  Colony;  townsman,  1O40;  died  1640; 
estate,  £291,  I2S,  2d.  Daughter  Sarah,  born  in 
1636,  married,  about  1657,  John  Case,  and  died  Nov. 
3,  1 69 1,  ^\"illiam  Spencer's  widow,  Agnes,  mar- 
ried about  1645  William  Edwards,  and  from  them 
descended  Jonathan  Edwards  and  Aaron  Burr. 

(VI)  Lovisa  Terry,  daughter  of  John  Gridlcy 
Terrv,  married  Dositheus  Humphrey. 

(VII)  Benajah  Humphrey,  son  of  Dositheus 
Humphrey,  and  the  father  of  our  subject,  born 
Dec.  4,  1805,  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of 
Simsbury.  He  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  and 
joiner,  and  for  a  number  of  yearj  was  repairer  for 
the  Farmington  Canal  Company,  from  New  Haven 
to  the  Massachusetts  State  line,  building  many  of 
the  bridges  across  the  canal.  He  also  engaged  in 
farming  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  Simsbury,  where 
he  lived  in  the  house  now  occupied  by  John  C. 
E.  Humphrey.  This  house  was  built  about  1825, 
and  is  a  good  example  of  the  so-called  Colonial 
style  of  architecture.  Benajah  Humphrey  was 
captain  in  the  State  militia,  and  in  politics  was  a 
Whig.  He  married  Olive  Goodwin  (a  native  of  a 
part  of  Simsbury  now  belonging  to  Bloomfield), 
who  was  born  April  15,  iSii,  daughter  of  Hezekiah 
and  Hannah  Kingsbury  Goodwin,  and  granddaugh- 
ter of  Joseph  Goodwin,  who  was  a  lieutenant  in  tne 
Revolutionary  army,  serving  at  New  York  when  it 
•was  captured  by  the  British  in  1776. 

The  Goodwin  family,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  is  one 
of  the  oldest  in  the  United  States.  It  has  given 
many  distinguished  citizens  to  the  country,  among 
whom  may  be  mentioned  George  Goodwin,  a  pio- 
neer editor  of  the  Hartford  Conrant;  Judge  Daniel 
Goodwin,  United  States  district  attorney  at  Detroit; 
Stephen  Austin  Goodwin,  United  States  district 
attorney  of  Chicago ;  James  Goodwin,  the  million- 
aire; and  James  J.  Goodwin,  formerly  the  partner 
of  Pierpont  INIorgan.  The  family  in  America 
traces  its  descent  from  Ozias  Goodwin,  who  came 
to  Hartford  as  early  as  1639,  from  England,  prob- 
ably with  the  Braintree  company.  It  is  probable, 
though  not  certain,  that  he  came  from  England  to 
Massachusetts,  and  thence  to  Connecticut,  as  did 
most  of  the  other  settlers  of  Hartford.  His  name 
is  on  the  Hartford  monument  to  the  founders  of  the 
town.  The  English  ancesry  is  traced  directly  to 
the  Goodwins  of  East  yVnglia,  whose  names  appear 
among  the  records  of  Norwich,  England,  as  early 
as  1238.  Ozias  Goodwin  was  born  in  1596,  and 
married  in  England,  Mary,  daughter  of  Robert 
Woodward,  of  Braintree,  County  of  Essex,  and  they 


had  three  children:  William;  Nathaniel,  whose  first 
wile  was  Sarah  Coles,  his  second  lieing  Elizabetii 
i'ratt;  and  Hannah,  who  married  W  illiam  Pitkin, 
a  school  teacher  of  Hartford.  Ozias  Goodwin  re- 
mained in  llarift)rd  county  from  the  date  of  his 
arrival  until  Ins  death,  in  1OS3.  His  brother,  Will- 
iam lioodwiii,  was  a  ruling  eliler  of  the  Hartford 
I  Church. 

I        W  illiam  Goodwin,  son  of  Ozias,  was  born  in 
England  about  1O29,  and  came  with  his  parents  to 
t  Hartford.    His  wife's  name  was  Susanna,  and  to 
th.eni  were  born  children  as  follows:  Susanna  mar- 
ried John  I'ratt,  Jr. ;  William,  who  was  born  about 
1  1O58,  married  Elizabeth  Shepard ;  Nathaniel,  who 
I  was  deacon  in  the  First  Chmxh  of  Hartford,  and 
'  died  in  November,  1747,  married  iNIehetable  Porter, 
I  daughter  of  .Samuel  and  Hannah  (Stanley)  Porter, 
of  Hadley,  }ilass,  and  their  children  were:  (1) 
]\Iehetable  married  Joseph  Goodrich;   (2)  Fleze- 
,  kiah,  baptized  Marclt  20,  1692,  married  Hannah 
]  Pantry,  and  for  his  second  wife  Lydia  Barnard; 
'\  (3)    Bcnedicta,  baptized  Feb.  25,   1O94,  married 
:  Jacob  Goodrich;  Isaac,  baptized  Nov.  10,  1695,  mar- 
;  ried  Hannah  Alorgan,  and   for  his  second  wife 
wedded  Ruth  Gaylord ;  Abraham,  baptized  July  30, 
j  1699,  married  !Mary  Bird ;  Stephen,  baptized  Aug. 
j  24,  1 70 1,  married  Sarah  Gillett ;  Eleazer,  baptized 
I  Dec.  19,  1703,  married  Hannah  Easton ;  Joanna, 
;  baptized  Jan.  20,  1706,  married  Abiel  Smith;  Ruth, 
,  baptized  Alarch  7,  1708,  married  a  Bird  or  a  Stod- 
dard;  Alice,  born  ]\Iay  19,  1710,  niarrietl  a  ^Ir.  Cad- 
j  well;  Nathaniel  was  baptized  Sept.  24,  1712. 
'       Meheiable  Porter,  who  became  the  wife  of  Na- 
i  thaniel  Goodwin,  was  one  of  the  eleven  children  of 
1  Samuel  and  Hannah  (Stanley)  Porter,  of  Hadley. 

]\Iass.  She  was  born  Sept.  15,  1673,  and  died  Feb. 
'  0,  1726.  Samuel  Porter's  parents,  John  and  Rose 
!  Porter,  of  \\'indsor,  were  born  in  England.  Their 
daughter  ]\Iary  married  Samuel  Grant  (eldest  son  of 
^Matthew  Grant,  whose  daughter  Priscilla  mar- 
ried Alichael  Humphrey),  and  from  them  Gen. 
Grant  is  descended. 

liannah  Stanley's  father,  Thomas  Stanley,  came 
■  from  England,  and  settled  in  Lyim,  Mass.  He  was 
i  made  freeman  Alarch  4,  1635  deputy  to  General 
I  Court,  Sept.  2,  1635;  constable,  1636,  in  which  year 
I  he  probably  removed  to  Hartford,  where  he  was  an 
i  original  proprietor,  his  home  lot  being  next  the 
present  Center  Church  ;  was  several  times  constable  ; 
removed  to  Hadley,  ]\Iass.,  1659,  and  was  buried 
i  there  Jan.  31,  1663. 

;  Stephen  Goodwin,  son  of  Nathaniel,  born  in 
i  Hartford  in  1701,  there  engaged  in  farming.  He 
j  married  June  27,  1727,  Sarah  Gillette,  daughter  of 
j  Joseph  Gillette,  of  Hartford,  and  prior  to  February, 
I  1731,  settled  on  a  tract  of  land  in  Bloomfield  granted 

liim  by  his  father.  To  Stcplien  and  Sarah  Goodwin 
,  were  born  five  children:  Mary,  born  Oct.  4,  1729, 

married  .Samuel  Stone  Bu  Icr:  Stephen  born  Sept. 

16,  1734,  married  .\bigail  Gillett;  Joseph,  born  Dec. 

28,  1736,  is  mentioned  below;  Hezekiah,  born  Feb. 
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21,  1740,  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1761.  and 
was  a  minister  of  the  Congregational  Church ; 
Sanuiei,  born  May  ,28,  1740,  married  Rebecca 
Looniis. 

Joseph  Goodwin,  son  of  Stephen  Goodwin,  be- 
came a  patriot,  and  participated  in  tlie  Revoluiion- 
ary  war,  commanding  a  company  at  Xew  York  w  hen 
the  city  was,  in  1776,  captured  by  the  British.  He  i 
was  a  large  land  owner  in  Simsbury.  He  lived  at 
the  old  Cioodwin  house  wliicli  is  still  standing-  in 
Blooniileld.  He  married  Rosanna  Gillett,  baptized 
in  Bloomheld,  Oct.  18,  174T,  daughter  of  Capt. 
Jonathan  and  Anna  (Hubbard)  Gillett.  Joseph 
Goodwin  died  April  15,  1813,  his  wife  surviving 
until  April  26,  1830.  Their  children  were  as  fol- 
lows: Olive,  born  June  22,  1763,  married  John  Ty- 
ler; Joseph,  born  Dec.  19,  1764,  married  Esther 
Roberts;  a  child  born  in  1766  died  the  same  year; 
Rosanna,  born  ]\Iay  2,  1767,  died  Sept.  5,  1775; 
James,  born  Feb.  15,  1769,  died  Sept.  13,  1775; 
Anna,  born  Jan.  8,  1771,  died  Sept.  3,  1775;  Heze- 
kiah,  born  Dec.  30,  1772,  died  Aug.  30,  1775;  Lucy, 
born  May  30,  177^,  died  unmarried  Dec.  22,  1S46; 
James,  born  Jan.  25,  1777,  married  Candace  Bird, 
daughter  of  Dr.  Jonathan  and  Amy  (Humphrey) 
Bird;  Hezekiah,  born  Dec.  12,  1779,  is  mentioned 
below;  Rosanna,  born  Jan.  16,  17S1,  died  unmar- 
ried Feb.  29.  1832;  Timothy,  born  April  4,  17S3, 
married  Beulah  Ely. 

Hezekiah  Goodwin  was  born  Dec. 
ried  on  April  25,  1802,  Hannah,  daughter  of  W'ill- 
ard  and  Hannah  (Lawrence)  Kingsbury,  of 
Canaan,  Conn.,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  was  taken  prisoner  in 
Canada.  The  children  of  Hezekiah  and  Hannah 
Goodwin  were  as  follows:  Llezekiah  Freeman,  born 
Nov.  20,  1803,  married  Pamelia  Edgerton ;  Mary 
Anna,  born  July  25,  1805,  married  David  Lemon; 
Philo  Ashley,  born  ]\Iay  8,  1807,  married  Lavina  H. 
Harvey,  and  for  his  second  wife  wedded  Elizabeth 
H.  B.  Eastland  (he  was  a  lawyer,  a  member  of  the 
Hartford  County  Bar,  and  was  also  a  judge  at 
Quincy,  111.;  he  "died  June  12,  1873)  ;  Lavinia,  born 
May  II,  1809,  married  Edward  Miller,  of  Avon, 
Conn.;  Olive,  born  April  15,  1811,  married  Ben- 
ajah  Humphrey,  the  father  of  our  subject;  Andiew, 
born  April  11,  18 13,  married  Clarissa  Sweetland. 
For  his  second  wife  Llezekiah  Goodwin  married. 
Aug-.  3,  1815,  a  widow,  ]Vlrs.  Cadwell,  daughter 
of  Lot  and  Chloe  (Moses)  Humphrey.  By  this 
union  there  were  two  children:  One  that  died  in  in- 
fancy Sept.  20,  1818;  and,  a  sen,  Egbert.  Heze- 
kiah Goodwin  was  captain  in  the  State  ^Militia.  He 
died  Aug.  30,  1818. 

Benajah  and  Olive  LLnnphrey,  the  parents  of 
our  subject,  had  five  children,  as  follows:  (i)  x\l- 
fred,  born  March  20,  1832,  married,  fijr  his  first 
wife,  Louise  Jennette  Arthur,  and,  for  his  second 
wife,  wedded  Caroline  Steele,  of  Xew  ILartford. 
He  now  resides  in  Oregon  City,  Ore.  (2)  Harriet 
L3'dia,  born   Nov.    14,  1S33,   i.iarried   George  S. 


I  Evarts,  of  tlartford,  born  in  Guilford,  and  died  at 
I  TciiK'ka,  Kan.,  Jan.  10,  1S83.  (^3)  Eugene  C,  bora 
j  Aug.  7,  1835,  married  ILarriet  1-lliza  Wells,  of  West 
Hartford,  born  May  5,  1835;  he  is  a  farmer  and 
I  bridge  builder,  auvl  resides  on  tlie  Elislia  Humphrey 
'  homestead.  (4)  Helen  ]\laria,  born  July  12,  1837, 
married  Reuben' Lester  Evarts, of  Hartford,  brother 
!  of  George  S.  Evaits.  and  died  2\Iarch  23,  1S73.  (5) 
John  Calvin  Edmund  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
Benajah  Humjihrey,  the  father,  died   ■March  20, 
1882,  and  was  buricil  in  Simsbury  cemetery.  He 
was  liberal  in  religious  views,  public-spirited,  and 
was  deeply  attached  to  his  family. 

John  C.  E.  Humphrey  was  born  May  7,  1841, 
on  the  farm  in  East  Weatoguc  District,  Simsbury, 
v.  hich  he  now  owns  and  occupies.  He  attended  the 
district  schools  of  East  Weatogue,  and  completed 
h.is  education  in  the  Simsbury^  Academy  and  in 
various  select  schools.  Always  an  intelligent  and 
careful  reader,  ^^Ir.  Humphrey  has  supplemented 
the  education  of  his  youth  in  many  directions,  and  is 
a  man  of  excellent  information.  He  grew  up  on 
the  farm,  and  when  twenty  years  of  age  started  out 
in  life  for  himself,  having  now  been  engaged  for 
many  years  in  farming,  and  in  the  provision  busi- 
ness, in  dairying  and  tobacco  growing  at  present  in 
partnership  with  his  son  Arthtir  E.  He  operates 
a  tract  of  150  acres,  and  in  1895  he  and  his  son  pur- 
chased the  original  Humphrey  homestead,  recently 
known  as  the  Bradley  place. 

yir.  Humphrey  was  married,  June  30,  1861,  at 
Cheshire,  Conn.,  to  ]Mary  Elvira  Kimball,  a  de- 
scendant of  Richard  Kimball,  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Ipswich,  ^lass.,  daughter  of  Luke  Kim- 
ball, of  Stowe,  \'t. ;  granddaughter  of  Asa  Kim- 
ball, a  soldier  of  the  war  of  1812;  and  great- 
granddaughter  of  Jedediah  Kimball,  who  was 
a  soldier  in  the  l-ievolutionary  war,  serving  under 
Gen.  Lafayette  at  Yorktown.  I\Irs.  Humphrey  is 
a  Daughter  of  the  Revolution,  one  of  the  board  of 
m.anagers  of  the  local  chapter.  To  our  subject  and. 
wife  have  been  born  four  children,  as  follows:  (i) 
Alfred  Ernest,  born  Sept.  10,  1862,  died  in  infancy^ 
(2)  Arthur  Edmund,  born  Jan.  28,  1864,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools  and  at  McLean's  Acad- 
emy, Simsbury.  He  is  a  partner  of  his  father,  and 
now  lives  on  land  which  was  a  part  of  the  home- 
stead settled  more  than  230  years  ago  by  Michael 
Llumphrey,  the  founder  of  the  family  in  Ainerica. 
He  has  built  a  house  where  was  the  former  home  of 
his  great-grandfather.  Arthur  E.  Humphrey  mar- 
ried, Sept.  16,  1S91,  Xcllie  Fredie  Case,  daughter  of 
Wheeler  ]\I.  and  Annie  (Brockett)  Case,  and  to 
them  have  been  born  three  children,  John  Harold,. 
July  24,  1892;  Lawrence  Brockett,  April  29,  1894 
(died  Jan.  3,  1896)  ;  and  Kenneth  Wheeler,  Sept. 
^7>  1895-  I"  politics  Arthur  E.  Humphrey  is  a 
Republican,  and  has  been  elected  representative  in 
the  State  Legislature  of  1900.  He  i  genial  in  dis- 
position, and  popular  among  his  manv  friends.  (3) 
John  Howard,  born  Sept.  29,  1867,  died  June  19, 
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1890.  lie  was  a  voLing  man  of  j^reat  promise,  active 
in  the  church,  aiul  greatly  beloved  and  lamented  by 
all  who  knew  him,  having  been  a  qenoral  favorite. 
^4)  Makv  Hki.kn,  born  July  18,  iMh"}.  attended  the 
public  schools  and  completed  a  four-years'  course  at 
McLean's  Seminary.  In  1890  she  was  graduated  froiii 
Mt.  llolyoke  College,  and  from  the  University  of 
Chicago  in  189S,  with  the  degree  of  I'll.  B.,  has 
taught  in  the  public  schools  of  Simsbury,  Bloomficld, 
and  Isli]),  N.  V.,  and  in  the  Normal  School  at  Lex- 
ington, Ky.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Abigail  Phelps 
Chapter,  D.  A.  R.,  of  which  for  four  years  she  was 
liistorian,  has  always  been  interested  in  literary  pur- 
suits, and  has  been  a  member  of  the  Simsbury  school 
board.  She  expects  to  teach  history,  English  and 
science  at  Brownell  Hall,  Omaha,  Neb.,  beginning 
Jan.  I,  1901. 

In  politics  ]\Ir.  Humphrey  has  been  a  lifelong 
Republican.  He  represented  the  town  of  Simsbury 
in  the  State  Legislature  in  1SS7,  served  on  the  com- 
mittee on  roads  and  bridges,  and  was  one  of  the 
sub-committee  which  reported  the  bill  removing 
the  toll  for  the  Last  Hartford  bridge.  In  1890  he 
v.^as  elected  selectman,  was  assessor  for  three  years, 
served  on  the  board  of  relief,  and  was  elected  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  but  declined  to  serve.  He  has 
been  a  member  of  St.  IMark's  Lodge,  No.  36,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  since  1863,  and  was  chairman  of  the  lodge 
centennial  celebration  in  1S96,  delivering  the  oration 
on  that  occasion,  and  giving  the  history  of  the  lodge 
fully  from  1844  to  i8q6.  From  1S66  to  1S76,  he 
was  a  member  of  the  First  Regiment,  Connecticut 
National  Guard,  serving  successivelv  as  second  lieu- 
tenant, first  lieutenant,  captain  of  Company  H  (five 
years),  and  as  major  of  the  regiment  (three  years). 
He  was  an  honorary  member  of  the  Putnam  Pha- 
lanx. Himself  and  family  are  members  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  and  for  many  years  he  was  a 
member  of  the  church  choir.  ?\Ir.  Humphrey  is  a 
representative  citizen,  excelling  in  those  traits  which 
contribute  most  forcefullv  to  the  good  of  society. 
As  a  husband  and  parent,  kind  and  indulgent,  he 
has  given  his  children  a  liberal  education ;  as  a  cit- 
izen, public  spirited,  he  has  had  at  heart  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  community ;  as  a  man  he  has  won  his 
own  way  to  a  position  of  prominence  and  influence. 
He  is  highly  respected  and  esteemed  for  his  many 
qualities,  and  for  his  friendiv  and  genial  disposition. 

The  Lawrence  family,  to  whom  our  subject  is 
related  through  his  maternal  grandmother,  Hannah 
(Kingsbury)  Goodwin,  is  a  well-known  one  in  east- 
ern IMassachusetts — Amos  Lawrence,  the  philan- 
thropist; his  brotlier,  Abbott  Lawrence,  minister  to 
England  ;  Amos  A.  Lawrence,  founder  of  the  Epis- 
copal Divinity  School  at  Cambridge;  and  his  son. 
the  present  bishop  of  Massachusetts,  being  all  mem- 
bers thereof.  The  Lawrence  genealogy  traces  the 
line  through  seventeen  generations  to  Sir  Robert 
Lawrence,  of  Ashton  Hall,  Lancashire,  England, 
who  was  knighted  by  Richard  HI,  on  the  third 
crusade,  for  bravery  at  the  siege  of  Acre, 


John  Lawrence,  born  at  Wisset,  Sullolk,  Eng- 
land, baptized  C>ct.  8,  1609,  came  to  New  England 
about  1O30,  aiul  settled  at  W'alertown,  Mass.,  later 
(aliout  1000),  at  Groton,  Mass.  -\.bout  1635  his  fa- 
ther, Henry  Lawrence,  came  over  and  settled  in 
;  Charlestown.  |j.>hn  was  twice  selectman  of  Groton. 
His  wife,  Elizabeth,  died  Aug.  29,  1663.  Thev 
had  iliirteen  children.  On  Nov.  2,  1664,  he  married 
Susanna  Batchelder,  daughter  of  \\'illiam  Batchel- 
der,  of  Charleston,  and  by  her  had  two  daughters. 
He  died  at  Groton  July  ri,  1667,  his  widow  on  July 
8,  1 668. 

Enoch  Lawrence,  born  Jan.  5,  1648-9,  settled  in 
Groton.  On  March  6,  1676-7,  he  married  Mrs. 
Ruth  (Whitney)  Shattuck,  widow  of  John  Sliat- 
tuck,  daughter  of  John  and  Ruth  (Tvcynolds)  Wiiit- 
ney,  and  granddaughter  of  John  and  Elinor  Whit- 
ney, and  of  Robert  Revnolds.  luioch  Lawrence 
died  at  Groton,  Mass.,  Sept.  28,  1744,  leaving  four 
sons. 

(HI)  Daniel  Lawrence,  son  of  Enoch,  born  at 
Groton,  Mass.,  March  7,  1681,  died  about  177S,  and 
was  buried  at  Canaan,  Conn.  It  is  supposed  that 
he  died  at  the  home  of  his  son  John,  in  Norfolk, 
Conn.,  as  his  son  Isaac  gave  tlie  use  of  a  farm  to 
this  half-brother  as  compensation  for  care  of  their 
father.  By  his  first  wife,  Sarah,  Daniel  Lawrence 
had  children,  Daniel,  Isaac,  and  several  children  by 
j  second  marriage. 

1        (1^  )  Capt.  Isaac  Lawrence  was  born  in  Gro- 
,  ton,  Mass.,  Feb.  25,  1704-5.    It  is  supposed  that  his 
!  parents  removed  to  Plainfield,  Conn.,  when  he  was  a 
j  child,  and  that  he  removed  to  Canaan  from  there. 
I  'Tn  the  spring  of  1738,  wMth  a  team  composed  of  a 
1  yoke  of  o.xen,  and  a  horse,  he  started  with  his  fam- 
ily and  goods  in  a  cart  for  his  new  home  in  what 
was  then  called  the  new  and  western  country.'' 
There  were  no  settlements  west  of  New  Hartford, 
I  and  he  was  obliged  to  cut  his  wav  through  the 
woods,  and  bridge  streams.    The  distance  beyond 
New  Hartford  was  about  thirty  miles,  and  the  jour- 
ney occupied  nine  days.    On  one  of  the  nights  tliere 
was  a  fall  of  snow  (in  May),  and  in  the  morning  bear 
I  tracks  could  be  seen.    His  destination  in  what  is 
now  Canaan,  Conn.,  was  reached  June  2,  1738. 
During  his  life  in  Canaan  Capt.  Lawrence  built 
three  dilTerent  houses,  the  last,  the  old  Lawrence 
tavern,  erected  in  1751,  still  standing,  a  fine  exam- 
ple of  the  substantial  building  of  that  day.    He  was 
a  tall,  erect  man,  "of  pleasing  countenance,  sociable, 
intelligent,  excellent  character,  and  active,  correct 
business  habits.    He  accumulated  a  valuable  prop- 
erty, owned  several  large  farms,  and  twenty  slaves 
— a  very  large  number  for  any  one  man  to  own  in 
New  England — to  whom  he  gave  freedom  before  his 
death,  with  the  exception  of  one  who  was  freed  by 
his  heirs.    Pie  made  provision  for  the  infirm  and 
needy.    He  held  many  town  offices,  and  was  repre- 
sentative to  the  General  Assembly  in  1765.  Llis 
extensive  business  transactions  necessarily  l)r^'nging 
I  him  in  contact  with  a  large  number  of  persons,  his 
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excellent  reputation  and  the  veneration  in  whieh  he 
was  held  altord  the  best  evidence  \vc  could  have 
that  his  creneral  course  was  honorable,  nianlv  and 
benevolent.  ]le  and  his  v.ife  were  members  of  the 
First  Cong■re_!::;;lti^  lud  L'hiuch  organized  in  La'iaan, 
later  of  the  Seci^nd  Church,  in  Xorlh  Canaan,  and 
the  frequency  with  which  his  name  a])pears  in  the 
business  meetings  of  the  Second  Church,  and  in- 
formation derived  from  otl;cr  sources,  affords  good 
reasons  for  believing  that  lu'  was  an  exemiilarv 
Christian."  Tlie  Captain V  lir>t  wife  was  i,vilia 
Hewett,  whom  he  married  probably  in  i'lainlicid. 
and  who  died  Nov.  14.  1767.  His  second  wife,  for- 
merly Mrs.  Am}-  Whitney,  died  in  1S19.  There 
were  eleven  children  bv  the  first  marriage,  six  of 
wliom  died  in  youth.  The  youngest  was  Hannah, 
born  JNIay  25,  1750,  who  married  \\'illard  Kings- 
bury, and  they  had  six  children  :  Andrew,  who  was 
a  physician  at  Rush,  X.  Y. :  Ardon,  who  settled  at 
Elmira,  N.  Y. ;  Philo,  at  Oswego,  N'.  Y. ;  Lydia,  at 
Rush,  N.  Y. ;  John,  who  married  Rebecca  Griswold 
IMay  8,  1794,  and  died  Tan.  19.  1S41  ;  and  Hannah, 
wlio  married  Hezekiah  Goodwin,  of  Bloomtield, 
Conn.,  their  daughter  Ohve  Goodwin,  becoming  the 
wife  of  Benajah  Humphrey,  of  Simsbury.  \\'il- 
lard  Kingsbury  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution, 
serving  in  Capt.  John  Stevens  companv,  of  Col. 
Burrall's  regiment,  1776.  This  regiment  reinforced 
Arnold  at  Quebec.  Two  companies  were  captured 
at  the  battle  of  the  Cedars,  forty  miles  from  ]^Iont- 
real,  and  \\"illard  Kingsbury,  one  of  the  prisoners 
\Aas  exchanged  August  i. 

The  CuRTiss  family,  to  whom  ]\Irs.  J.  C.  E. 
Humphrey  is  related  through  her  mother,  are  de- 
scended from  Peter  Curtiss.  v,ho  settled  in  West 
Simsbury  (now  Canton)  about  1744.  He  v.'as  born 
in  1712,  and  died  in  1756.  He  married  a  Miss 
Parker,  from  W'allingford,  and  their  children  were: 
Israel  removed  to  \"ermont.  and  died  while  serving 
as  a  major  in  the  Revoiutionarv  war ;  Eliphalet, 
born  in  1734,  died  in  1806:  Lucy,  born  in  1739.  died 
in  1816,  married  (first)  Col.  Amasa  ]\Iills  (a  sol- 
dier in  the  French  and  Imlian  war.  captain  and 
major  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  and  afterward 
colonel  in  the  militia),  and  (second)  Sylvanus  Wil- 
cox; Athildred.  born  in  1745.  died  in  1805,  married 
Eli  Case;  I'etcr  was  an  officer  in  tlie  Revolutionary 
war,  brigade  major  and  major  in  line  after  the  war, 
first  keeper  of  Newgate  Prison,  and  a  member  of  the 
Society  of  the  Cincinnati :  .-Vmreth  married  Ijigelow 
Lawrence;  Gideon,  born  in  1751.  died  in  1789.  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  ^lills:  Prudence  married  Joshua 
Woodruff;  Charles;  Sol'.mon.  born  m  1754.  d'cd  in 
1777- 

Capt.  Eli])halet  Curtiss  resided  on  the  place  left 
him  by  his  fatiier.  In  1800  he  removed  to  western 
New  York,  wdierc  he  died  in  1806.  his  wife.  Mar- 
garet, dying  in  1812.  in  Canton.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  P.enjamin  and  Margaret  fClapp) 
Dyer,  the  former  of  whom,  born  in  Boston, 
vas   a    schoolmate    of    Benjamin    Franklin.  He 


I  removctl  to  Hartford  in  1735,  and  in  1745  set- 
I  tied  in  I'anlon.  i-dii'Iialet  Curtiss  \\as  ''iic  "f  th.e 
j  soldiers  who  "marched  for  the  relief  of  llostciU  in 
1  tlie  I-cxington  Alarm."  lie  enlisted  May  4.  1775, 
I  as  sergeant  in  Ca[)t.  Abel  Pettibone's  compan}  — 
'  the  first  volunteer  company  raised  in  Simsbury — 
!  which  .served  at  the  siege  of  Boston.  The  next 
]  year  he  served  at  Ticonderoga.  was  second  liculen- 
j  ant,  and  was  afterward  captain  in  tlie  iMghteenth 
I  Connecticut  ^lilitia.  His  company  was  called  out 
!  in  Danbury  and  New  Haven  Alarn-,s.  He  had  ten 
I  children,  of  whom  Eli]ilialet  was  the  eldest. 
I  Eliiihalet  Curtiss.  Jr..  born  in  1738,,  died  in 
I  1816.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution.  He 
married  Marv  ^^  ilcox,  and  later  a  Mrs.  Holconib, 
j  and  Eunice,  born  to  the  first  union,  married  Deacon 
Abram  Chidsey.  Their  son,  Deacon  Anson  Cliid- 
I  sey,  married  iMary  Goodrich.  Their  daughter, 
I  Eunice  Chidsey,  married  Luke  Kimball.  Their  daugh- 
j  ter,  Mary  E.  Kimball,  married  John  C.  E.  Hum- 
j  phrey.  "These  families  that  bore  the  name  of  Cur- 
!  tiss  were  among  tlie  most  prominent  in  West  Sims- 
bury, the  latter  part  of  the  last  century."  [Brown's 
Genealogical  Histor}-  of  the  Early  Settlers  of  West 
Simsbury,  now  Canton.] 

2\Iost  of  the  KiMB.VLL  family  in  America  are 
descended  from  Richard  Kimball,  who  came  from 
Rattlesden,  near  Ipswich,  County  of  Suffolk,  Eng- 
land, embarking  with  his  family  at  Ipswich,  April 
10,  1634,  in  the  ship  "Elizabeth,"  William  Andrews, 
master.  On  the  same  ship  came  Henry  KembalL 
who  also  settled  in  \\  atertown,  ]\Iass.,  and  who 
mav  have  been  his  brother.  The  Kimball  family 
has  been  settled  in  the  County  of  Suffolk,  England, 
for  at  least  four  hundred  years.  The  original  spell- 
ing of  the  name  is  probably  Kymbolde.  Just  pre- 
vious to  the  emigration  to  Massachusetts  it  was 
I  msually  spelled  Kemball,  and  in  this  country  w^as 
changed  to  Kimball.  The  name  was  a  very  common 
one  in  Suffolk,  and  is  frequently  found  in  old 
records. 

Richard  Kimball  settled  in  \\"atertown,  ]\Iass., 
was  made  a  freeman  May  6,  1635,  and  a  proprietor 
in  1636-37.  Soon  after  this  date  he  was  invited  to 
remove  to  Ipswich,  jNIass.,  where  they  u  ere  in  need 
of  a  competent  man  to  act  as  wheelwright  to  the  new 
settlement.  The  town  granted  liim  a  house  lot,  Feb. 
23^1637,  also  forty  acres  of  land.  His  first  wife 
was  Ursula,  daughter  of  Henry  Scott,  of  Rattles- 
den. On  Oct.  23,  1661.  he  married  (second)  Mar- 
garet Dow.  widow  of  Henry  Dow,  of  Flampton,  N. 
H.  Richard  Kimball  died  June  22,  1675  (aged 
more  than  eighty  years)  ).  his  widow  on  March  i, 
1676.  The  inventory  of  his  estate  amounted  to 
£737,  3s,  6d.  Fie  had  already  given  to  his  children 
at  their  marriages.  Children:  (i)  Abigail,  born 
in  Rattlesden,  diefl  in  Salisbury,  ^lass.,  June  17, 
1658.  She  married,  in  England,  John  Scverans,  who 
died  April  9.  1682,  at  Salisbury,  Mass.  Her  young- 
est child,  Elizabeth,  born  June  17,  1638,  married,  in 
1686,  Samuel  Eastman,  of  Salisbury.    Her  grand- 
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<!aiii;l!tor.  Alii^^ail  Juistman,  l)oni  Jiilv  lo,  I7.V- 
niarric.1  I'Iicikvat  Webster,  and  \va>  the  nnithcr  >u' 
Danifl  \\  i.-l)>lor.  (  J  j  llcnt  v  Kimltall  was  l)oni  in 
KaltK'Silcn,  pari.-h  rc_^'isicr  "12  Au;,;..  1<)15,  Jlcnrv 
Kfir.liall  \c  soni.'  of  Kioliard  and  L  rsnla  his  wile, 
bapli/e*!."  (3)  I'dizahelh  was  l)orn  in  Raulesden 
in  i'')_M.  (4)  Kicliard.  liorn  in  Ratilesdcn  in  i<'-'3, 
died  May  26,  1676,  in  W'enliam,  ?v!ass.  (5)  .Alary, 
born  in  Kattlesden,  in  1625,  married  Robert  Dutoli, 
of  Clloncester  and  liiswich.  Mass.  (CA  Martha,  born 
in  Rattlcsdcn,  in  iOji),  married  Joseph,  son  of 
Philip  and  Martha  l  owler.  wh(-)  was  liurn  in  Kiii^"- 
land  in  1622,  and  was  killed  by  the  Indians  May  19, 
1676,  near  Dcerfield.  (  7)  John,  born  in  Rattlesdon, 
Entrland.  in  1631.  died  in  Ipswieh,  ?\lay  6,  1698. 
He  is  mentioned  below.  (8)  Thomas,  born  in 
died  ^lav  3,  1676.  (9)  Sarah,  born  in  W'aiertLiwn, 
Mass.,  1635,  died  June  12,  1690.  She  married, 
Nov.  24,  1658,  Edward  Allen,  of  Ipswich,  {lo) 
Benjamin,  born  in  Ipswieh,  in  if'vV'  ^^i^'J  J"'!'^  ii> 
1695.  (11)  Caleb,  born  in  Inswich,  in  1639,  died  in 
1682. 

(II)  Jclni  Kimball  lived  in  Ipswich,  was  a 
wheelwright,  and  an  extensive  landowner.  "lie 
frequently  bought  and  sold  land,  and  there  are  a 
number  of  deeds  at  Salem  bearing  his  name." 
About  1655  he  married  ^lary,  daughter  of  Hum- 
phrey and  Bridget  Bradstreet,  who  came  to  this 
countrv  in  the  same  ship  with  the  Kimballs.  She 
was  born  in  England  in  1633.  On  ^March  8,  1673, 
he  united  with  the  church  by  taking  the  covenant. 
His  personal  property  at  the  time  of  his  death 
amounted  to  /131.  Os,  iid.  His  real  estate 
had  all  been  given  away  previously.  Chil- 
dren born  in  Ipswich:  (i)  John,  born  Xov.  8, 
1657,  died  Feb.  24,  1657-8.  (2)  ]\Iary,  born  Dec. 
10,  1658,  married  May  17,  1682,  Deacon  Thomas 
Knowlton,  of  Ipswicii.  (3)  Sarah,  born  July  29, 
1661,  married  John  Potter,  of  Ipswich,  and  died  in 
1724.  (4)  Hannah  died  young.  (5)  Rebecca,  born 
in  Feb.,  1G63-4;  married  Jan.  21,  1689,  Thomas 
Luh.  (6)  Richard,  born  Sept.  22.  1665,  died  May 
26,  1716,  is  mentioned  below.  (7)  Elizabeth  was 
born  Sept.  22,  1665.  (8j  Abigail,  born  ^vlarch  22, 
1667,  married  Oct.  14,  1689,  Isaac  Esty.  of  Tops- 
field,  ]\Iass. ;  she  married  (second  ).  April  25,  1718, 
William  Poole.  (9)  John,  born  ^^larch  16.  1668, 
died  May  4,  1761,  in  Preston,  Conn.  (10)  Benja- 
min, born  July  22,  1670,  died  May  28,  1716.  (11) 
Moses,  born  in  Sentember,  1672,  died  Jan.  23,  1750. 
(12)  Aaron,  born  in  January,  1674,  died  probably 
before  his  father,  as  he  is  not  mentioned  in  his  w  ill. 
(^3)  Joseph  was  born  Jan.  24,  1675. 

(III)  Richard  Kimball  first  married  Lydia 
Wells,  of  Ipswich,  and  later  wedded  Sarah  W'aite, 
who  died  Feb.  22,  1725.  Children:  (i)  Lydia,  Ijorn 
Oct.  18,  1690,  died  }Oung.  (2)  Richard,  born  Aug. 
17,  1691,  is  mentioned  below.  (3)  Aaron  was  born 
Jan.  10,  1692.  (4)  Lydia,  born  Sept.  14,  1694,  mar- 
ried, Nov.  19,  1716,  Sfephen  Kinsman.  (5)  Mary, 
born  May  10,  1699,  married  May  21,  1729,  Moses 


Kimball,  her  c-uisin,  son  of  Moses  Kimball.  (6) 
Nathaniel,  born  May  11,  1700,  died  in  1780,  in.  Nor- 
wich, i.\:inn.  (7j  Martha,  born  I"eb.  1,  1701,  married 
i"eb.  4,  172S,  k'thnr.nd  Head. 

(1\')  Richard  KinibaH  mai'rii,d  Feb.  11,  1715- 
;  6,  Sarah  Burl^y,  born  Oct.  o,  i(k)8,  daughter  of 
Antirew  and  Mary  (Conant)   Burlc}-.    He  was  a 
carpenter.      Removed  from  Ipswich  to  Norwich, 
Conn.,  and  later  to  Windham,  Conn.    Will  probated 
I  April  7,   1760.    Children:     {i )   Sarah,  was  born 
in  Ipswich,  Julv  27,  1718.     (2)  Mary,  baptized  in 
Ipswich,  Sept.  18,  1720,  married  Jan.  2,  1748,  Sam- 
1  uel  Robinson,  of  \\  indham,  a  descendant  of  Re\^ 
I  John  Robinson,  pastor  of  the  Pilgrims.    She  died 
i  in  \\  indham,  Dec.  15,  1791.    (3)  Lydia  was  born 
April   I,  1723,  in  Norwich,  Conn.    (4)  Richard 
'  was  born  [May  28,  1725,  in  Norwich.     (5)  Andrew^, 
j  born  Dec.  10,  1727,  in  Norwich,  is  mentioned  be- 
'  low.     (6)  Aaron,  born  Feb.  18,  1729-30,  in  Nor- 
{  wich,  died  March  20,  180S,  in  Grafton,  Mass.  (7) 
j  Lucie  was  born  April  5,  1733.     (8)  John  was  born 
I  Aug.  9,  1735,  in  Norwich.     (9)  Hannah  was  born 
j  April  22,  1738.     (lo)  Pelatiah,  born  June  5,  1739, 
!  died  March  i,  1S23.    (11)  Elizabeth,  born  June  5, 
1744,  married  Joseph  Dimock. 

(\'j  Andrew  Knnball  married,  in  1749,  Elizabeth 
Kimball,  daughter  of  his  uncle  Nathaniel.  They 
resided  in  Windham,  Norwich,  and  Windsor,  Conn, 
j  Children:  (i)  Jedediah,  born  in  Norwich,  Dec. 
'  21,  1749,  who  is  mentioned  below;  (2)  Andrew^ 
:  born  Dec.  14,  1750;  (3)  Sarah,  born  March  31, 
j  1753;  (4)  Daniel,  born  in  Windsor,  Conn.,  April 
I  4>  1755;  (5)  Luke,  born  Sept.  7,  1757,  in  Windsor, 
I  Conn.;  (6)  Joseph,  born  in  August,  1761  ;  and  (7) 
I  Benjamin,  born  in  August,  1701.  Nathaniel  Kim- 
j  ball  (father  of  Elizabeth)  married  Nov.  3,  1722, 
j  Elizabeth  Rindge.  He  was  a  carpenter  and  farmer, 
j  Before  1728  he  removed  from  Ipswich  to  Norwich, 
j  Conn.,  wdiere  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
I  Elizabeth  was  born  there  Dec.  19,  1728. 

(VI)  Jedediah  Kimball,  born  in  Norwdch,  Conn., 
I  Dec.  21,  1749,  died  in  Stowe,  \"t.,  ^^larcli  28,  1825. 
i  On  July  2,  1775,  he  married,  at  Norwich,  Eunice 
Love,  born  in  1761,  died  Aug.  13,  1838.  Jedediah 
Kimball  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution,  serving 
I  under  LaFayette  in  the  Mrginia  campaign  during 
1  the  summer  of  1781  and  during  the  siege  of  York- 
j  town.    He  belonged  to  the  battalion  commanded  by 
I  Major  John  Palsgrave  Wyllys,  of  Hartford,  which 
;  battalion  led  the  storming  column  in  a  night  attack 
;  on  Oct.  14,  thereby  hastening  the  surrender.  Jede- 
diah Kimball  removed  to  Stowe,  A't.,  in  1794,  being 
I  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  that  town,  and  has  numer- 
ous descendants  there.    Children:    (i)  Amy,  who 
died  Aug.  20,  1813,  married  Andrew  Luce,  of  Stowe. 
(2)  Luke  was  a  sea  captain,  and  died  in  .South 
Carolina.    (3)   Asa,  born  May  5,  1778,  is  men- 
tioned below.    (4)  Jedediah,  born  ^^lay  18,  1780, 
died  Aug.  8,  1806.    (5)  Joel,  born  Oct.  10,  1784, 
■  died  Jan.  13,  1848.     (6)  Reulx-n,  born  Feb.  3,  1786, 
'  went  West  or  South.    (7)  Eunice  born  Nov.  17, 
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I -8",  innrricd  Orange  Luce,  of  Siowe.  (8)  Ros-  \ 
well,  born  Jan.  I,  1790,  went  West  or  Soiuh.  (9)  j 
Russell,  born  July  8,  1791,  was  killed  in  battle  Nov.  I 
II,  1813.  in  the  war  of  1812-15.  (lo)  Levi  was  \ 
born  Dee.  21,  1793.  (11)  Ely  was  born  Doe.  iS,  | 
1794.  (12)  Richard,  born  July  27,  1790,  died  Oct.  j 
20,  1804.  (^13)  Susa,  born  Alav  22,  iSoo,  died  ! 
Oct.  16,  1806.^  '  I 

Asa  Kimball,  born  in  Xorwich,  Conn., 
died  in  Stowe,  \'t.,  Dec.  14,  "865.    He  married  | 
(first)  Lydia  Waters,  of  Ellington,  Conn.,  and  later  ' 
wedded  Lucy  Pember,  who  was  born  in  Ellington, 
Conn.,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Esther  Reed  Pem-  | 
ber,  of  Randolph,  \'t.    They  were  among  the  first  | 
settlers  of   that  town,  removing    from  Ellington.  1 
Asa  Kimball  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1S12,  and  j 
was  near  his  brother  Bussell  when  the  latter  was  ! 
killed  in  battle.    Children  by  first  marriage:     (l)  ! 
Charles  Wright  was  born  April   14,   1S02.     (2)  ! 
Achsah,  born  April  30,  1S04,  died  Tune  12,  1880.  I 
She  married  Chester  Hovey,  of  2\Iassawhippi,  Can-  { 
ada.    (3)  Elizabeth,  born  Feb.  27,  1806,  married  j 
Walter  Poole,  of  ^^'ebster,  N.  Y.    By  second  mar-  ' 
riage:    (4)   Elijah  Pember,  born  Jan.  26,  1S09, 
died  Jan.  17,  1880.    (5)  Luke,  born  Feb.  27,  iSii, 
died  June  14,  1893,  at  Stowe. 

(VHI)  Luke  Kimball,  married  at  Canton,  Conn., 
in  1837,  Eunice,  daughter  of  Deacon  Anson  and 
Mary  (Goodrich)  Chidsey,  of  Avon,  Conn.  She 
died  Oct.  27,  1S40,  and  he  married  (second),  at 
Suflfield,  Conn.,  in  1842,  Lucretia  AA'ilson,  daughter 
of  Peter  and  Anne  (Bingham)  Wilson,  of  Stock- 
bridge,  Vt.  She  died  INIay  21,  188S.  He  lived  in 
Connecticut  and  ^lassachusetts,  and  in  1846  re- 
turned to  Stowe,  during  the  remainder  of  his  life  j 
living  on  the  farm  previously  owned  by  his  father. 
Children,  by  first  marriage:  (i)  Achsah,  born  in 
Bristol,  Conn.,  July  22,  183S,  married  William  N. 
Beach,  of  Cheshire,  \'t.,  who  died  Oct.  28,  1887.  \ 
She  resides  in  Pittsfield,  ^lass.,  with  her  daughter,' 
Mrs.  Charles  Bryant.  (2)  Mary  Elvira,  born  in 
Collinsville,  Conn.,  Xov.  13,  1839.  married  John  C. 
E.  Humphrey.  By  second  marriage:  (3)  Lydia, 
born  in  Chicopee.  ^lass.,  in  1842,  married  George 
Simmons,  of  .Stowe,  who  died  Aug.  30,  1879. 
(4)  Eunice  Chidsey,  born- in  Springfield,  ^^lass., 
in  1845,  died  in  Green  Bay,  Wis.,  ^larch 
II,  1872.  On  Feb.  19,  1869,  she  married 
Willis  Hugh  Peterson,  of  Stowe,  \"t.  (5)  El- 
len Augusta,  born  March  7,  1847,  in  Stowe.  \'t., 
married  Aug.  10,  1SS2,  Albert  Bruce  Goss.  She 
was  educated  at  the  Xormal  School  in  Johnson, 
Vt.,  and  taught  in  Iowa  for  several  years.  'Mr. 
Goss  is  a  college  graduate,  and  has  been  principal 
of  several  high  schools  in  Iowa,  superintendent  of 
schools  of  \'an  Buren  county,  and  lately  princi[)al 
of  the  school  at  Fairfield,  Iowa.  They  now  reside 
in  Grinnell,  that  State.  (G)  Luke  Wilson,  born  May 
10,  1848,  in  Stowe,  \T.,  married  Feb.  8,  187 1,  Eli- 
zabeth Stone,  of  Xew  Britain,  v,here  he  is  cliicf  en- 
gineer of  a  large  factory.  (7)  Irene  Lucretia,  born 


Aug.  20,  1849.  niarried  \\'illiam  Slingerland,  and 
lives  in  Hood  River,  Oregon.  (8)  Matthew  James, 
born  Jidy  28,  1852,  married  Annie  Beldon.  He  re- 
sided in  X'ew  Britain  and  ^Icriden,  Conn.,  recently 
returned  to  Stowe,  and  died  Sept.  13,  1900..  (9) 
^Martha  Jane,  born  July  28,  1852,  married  at  Chi- 
copee, !\lass.,  Oct.  18,  1S81,  John  Bi-andt  Hunter, 
son  of  David  and  Emma  Hunter.,  of  Phil- 
adelphia. He  formerly  lived  in  Meriden,  and 
now  resides  in  Cincinnati.  (10)  Charles  Peter, 
born  Sept.  29,  1854,  married  Julia  Luce,  of  \"er- 
mont,  and  later  wedded  Lura  ^lay,  daughter  of 
Hinckley  and  Mary  Stevens,  of  East  Montpclier, 
Vt.  They  reside  in  Meriden,  Conn.  (11)  George 
Flarvey,  born  April  26,  1857,  married  Xov.  19,  1SS5, 
Ella  C.  Freeman,  of  X'ew  Britain,  Conn.,  who  died 
June   18,   1SS8.    He  resides  in  IMeriden. 

The  Goodrich  family  trace  their  descent  from 
John  and  William  Goodrich,  brothers,  who  came  to 
this  country  and  settled  in  ^^'ethersfield,  Conn. 
John's  name  first  appears  in  Colonial  records  (Hart- 
ford) in  1643.  They  were  sons  of  John  and  ^Nlar- 
gerie  Goodrich,  of  Hegesset,  near  Bury  St.  Ed- 
munds, Suffolk,  England.  John,  Sr.,  died  in  1632. 
He  was  the  eldest  son  and  heir  of  William,  who 
died  in  1632.  The  wills  of  William,  of  England, 
John,  Sr.,  and  William  (2)  (brother  of  William 
and  John,  and  a  clergyman  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land) are  extant.  The  last  named  willed  property 
to  sons  of  his  two  brothers  in  America. 

William  Goodrich,  of  Wethersfield,  married 
Oct.  4,  1648,  Sarah,  daughter  of  ^.latthew  Marvin, 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Hartford.  He  was  made 
a  freeman  May  15,  1656;  represented  Wethersfield 
in  the  General  Court  in  1662  and  1663;  was  ensign 
in  the  train  band.  He  died  in  1676,  and  his  widow 
ntarried  Capt.  \\'illiaiTi  Curtiss,  of  Stratford,  and 
died  in  1702.  Children:  (i)  William,  born  Aug. 
8,  1649,  died  in  infancy.  (2)  Sarah,  born  Aug.  8, 
1649,  married  Xov.  20,  1667,  John  HoUister.  (3) 
I\Iarv.  born  X'ov.  13,  1651,  married  in  1667  Joseph 
Butler.  (4)  John,  born  'May  20,  1653,  who  mar- 
ried Rebecca  Allen,  is  mentioned  below.  (5)  Eliza- 
beth, born  in  1658,  married  June  9,  1675.  Capt. 
Robert  Welles,  of  Stratford  ;  (6)  William,  born  Feb. 
8,  1661,  married  Grace  Riley:  (7)  Abigail,  born 
June  5,  1662,  married  Thomas  Fitch;  (8)  Ephraim, 
born  June  2,  1663,  married  Sarah  Treat;  (9)  David, 
born  May  4,  16G7,  married  Hannah  \\'right. 

(II)  John  Goodrich  resided  in  Wethersfield, 
Conn.,  and  died  Sept.  5,  1730.  On  }vlarch  28,  1678, 
be  married  Rebecca  Allen,  born  Feb.,  1660,  daughter 
of  Capt.  John  and  Ann  Allen,  of  Charlestown, 
]\Iass.,  the  former  of  whom  was  the  wealthiest  man 
in  Charlestown.  Children:  (i)  Sarah,  born  April 
10,  1679,  niarried  Abraham  Kilbourn  ;  (2)  Rebc-cca, 
born  Xov.  11,  1680,  married  David  Wright;  (3) 
Mary,  born  Sept.  4,  1682,  married  Thomas  Cm-ti->s; 
(4)  Samuel  was  born  May  24,  1684;  (5)  .Abigail, 
born  April  27,  1686,  married  David  Curtiss;  (6) 
John,  born  June  9,  16S8,  married  ?\IaTy  Tillotson; 
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(7)  Allyii,  born  Nov.  13,  1090,  mentioned  below; 
1^8)  Ann  was  born  SeiU.  i,  iCk)-;  i»nd  (q)  Jacob, 
born  Nov.  27.  i(h)4,  married  Benetlicta  Goodwin. 

.(Ill)  i\llyn  G'todrieli  resided  in  Wetiiersfield 
and  Farmin,i::lLin,  Conn.  On  December  -itj),  1709, 
he  married  l:^lizabeth.  tlaui;bler  of  Col.  David  and 
Hannah  W'riglit  Goe)drich.  She  <.hed  An,>;-.  25. 
1726,  and  on  Dec.  10,  17J9,  he  married  Hannah 
Sevmcur,  born  ^Nlarch  28,  1707,  dani^hter  of  Sam- 
uel and  Hannah  (Xorth)  Seymonr.  He  died  April 
8,  1764.  Seven  children  were  born  to  the  first  mar- 
riage and  two  to  the  second:  (i)  John,  born  March 
2t,  1734,  married  Hannah  Dewey.  (2)  Asaliel,  born 
Sept.  13,  1736,  is  next  in  the  line  of  descent. 

Asahe)  Goodrich  resided  in  Berlin,  Conn. 
On  Jan.  i,  1764,  he  married  Abigail  Gilbert,  who 
died  May  15,  1772,  and  on  Nov.  3,  1775.  he  mar- 
ried Sarah  W'oodrnft.  Children :  ( 1  )  Isaac,  born 
Feb.  2,  1765,  is  mentioned  below.  (2)  Orrin,  born 
Nov.  13,  1767,  married  Rhoda  Alather.  (3)  Sarah, 
born  May  2,  1777,  married  Salmon  Hart.  (4)  Abi- 
gail, born  r\Iay  28,  1779,  married  \\'illiam  Andrews. 

(V)  Isaac  Goodrich  married  (first)  ]\Iary 
Wright,  who  died  ^larch  24,  1793,  and  lie  subse- 
quently wedded  Aug.  29,  1793,  Mrs.  Electa  Lusk, 
daughter  of  Stephen  and  Mary  (W'haples)  DeWolf, 
and  widow  of  a  ]\Ir.  Lusk,  formerly  of  New  Britain, 
Conn.  They  lived  in  that  part  of  Berlin  which  is 
now  New  liritain,  and  afterward  removed  to  cen- 
tral New  York.  He  was  a  Baptist  preacher.  He 
died  April  19,  1847,  his  widow  on  Aug.  27,  1S58. 
Children  by  first  marriage:  (i)  James,  born  April 
20,  1791,  died  IMay  10,  1791.  (2)  ^^lary,  born  April 
12,  1792,  died  April  27,  1792.    By  second  marriage: 

(3)  Alary,  born  Aug.  28,  1795,  married  Alay  17, 
1817,  Deacon  Anson  Chidsey,  son  of  Deacon  Abram 
and   Eunice  (Curtiss)   Chidsey,  of   Avon,  Conn. 

(4)  Laura,  born  Alay  18,  1796,  married,  June  8, 
1815,  Anson  Kellogg.  (5)  Elizabeth,  born  Sept. 
I,  1798,  married  a  Air.  Dickerman. 

Eunice  Chidsey,  eldest  child  of  Deacon  Anson 
and  Alary  (Goodrich)  Chidsey,  married  Luke  Kim- 
ball ;  their  daughter  Alary  E.  married  John  C.  E. 
Humplirey.  The  Chidseys  were  one  of  three  fam- 
ilies which  first  settled  Avon,  Conn.,  and  were  from 
Branford,  Connecticut. 

Elijah  Pember,  of  Ellington,  Conn.,  married 
Hannah  (Cross).  Their  son,  Samuel,  born  in 
Ellington  Jan.  4,  1750,  died  in  Randolph,  Vt.,  Alarch 
14,  1826.  In  1777  he  married  Esther  Reed,  daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  Reed,  of  Ellington,^  born  June  27,  1758, 
died  Aug.  10,  1826.  Their  daughter  Lucy,  born 
in  Ellington  July  13,  1779.  died  in  Stowe,  Vt.,  in 
1854.  She  married  Asa  Kimball,  of  Stowe,  and 
their  son,  Luke  Kimball,  married  Eunice  Cliidsey, 
of  Avon,  Conn.  Their  daughter,  Alary  E.  Kim- 
ball, married  John  C.  E.  Humphrey.  Sanniel  Pem- 
ber was  a  corporal  in  the  Second  Company,  of 
I'ourth  Connecticut  Continental  Regiment,  Col.  Hin- 
man's  regiment.  This  regiment  was  raised  on  the 
first  call  for  troops,  April-AIay,  1775,  was  sent  to 


Ticonderoga,  antl  later  tlie  Second  Company  served 
in  the  siege  of  Boston.  In  17S0  Samuel  Pember 
removed  to  Rand<;)lph,'  \'t.,  and  there  cleared  up  a 
farm.  The  last  house  which  he  Iiuilt,  in  1797,  is 
siill  owned  and  occupied  by  his  grandchildren. 
Randolph  was  then  the  extreme  frontier,  and  Air. 
Pember  was  accustomed  to  spend  the  Sabbath  at 
the  home  of  Air.  Havens,  in  Royalton,  in  order  to 
attend  church.  Early  on  Alonday,  Oct.  16,  1780, 
Royalton  was  surprised  by  a  band  of  Indians  from 
Canada  in  the  emj)k>y  of  the  British,  and  among 
those  killed  was  Thomas  Pember,  brother  of  Sam- 
uel, who  was  clearing  a  farm  in  Randolph,  and  who 
expected  to  be  married  in  six  weeks  to  a  daughter 
of  Air.  Llavens.  He  was  a  very  fleet  runner,  and 
had  often  said  he  would  never  be  taken  alive  by  the 
Indians.  He  was  wounded  by  a  spear,  and  ran  a 
long  distance,  but  at  length  fell,  being  weakened 
from  loss  of  blood,  and  was  dispatched  by  the  In- 
dians. Samuel  Pember  was  taken  to  Canada,  his 
father  finally  obtaining  his  release  by  exchanging 
for  a  British  prisoner,  and  the  payment  of  thirty 
dollars  in  silver. 

Airs.  J,  C.  E.  Humphrey  also  traces  her  line 
of  descent  from  Alichael  Humphrey,  as  follows: 

(I)  Alichael  Humphrey  married  Priscilla  Grant. 

(II)  Samuel  Humphrey  married  Alary  Alills.  (Ill) 
Abigail  Humphrey  married  John  Case.  (IV)  Lucy 
Case  married  \\'illiam  Wilcox.  (V)  Alary  Wil- 
cox married  Eliplialet  Curtiss,  Jr.  (VI)  Eunice 
Curtiss  married  Deacon  Abram  Chidsey.  (VIP) 
Deacon  Anson  Chidsey  married  Alary  Goodrich. 
(Mil)  Eunice  Chidsey  married  Luke  Kimball. 
(IX)  Alary  Kimball  married  John  C.  E.  Humphrey. 

CHARLES  EDWIN  BUNCE  is  one  of  the 
most  prominent  and  successful  farmers  of  Hartford 
county.  His  family  name  is  indissolubly  identified 
with  the  early  manufacture  of  paper  in  that  locality, 
his  grandfather,  father  and  uncles  having  all  been 
engaged  in  that  line  of  trade. 

Air.  Bunce's  grandfatlier,  Charles  Bunce,  was 
unquestionably  the  pioneer  manufacturer  on  Plop 
brook.  The  place  of  his  birth  cannot  be  told  with 
certainty,  but  its  date  was  July  25,  1770.  Pie  was 
an  extensive  landholder.  He  learned  the  trade  of 
papermaking  by  serving  an  apprenticeship  thereto 
at  New  Haven  in  1788,  going  from  that  place  to 
Hartford,  where  he  worked  for  Pludson  &  Goodwin. 
Later  he  found  employment  in  Butler's  mill,  and 
was  for  four  years  superintendent  of  a  plant  at 
Andover.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  having  accum- 
ulated a  little  money,  he  determined  to  engage  in 
business  for  himself.  Plis  first  manufactory  was  in 
a  building  which  he  bought  from  Elisha  Pitkin, 
who  had  intended  using  it  as  an  oil  mill.  The 
structure  was  unfinished  when  Air.  Bunce  purchased 
it,  but  he  completed  it  and  installed  the  necessary 
machinery.  His  eldest  son,  George,  was  one  of  his 
workmen,  and  was  afterward,  on  attaining  his  ma- 
jority, admitted  into  partnership.     All  his  other 
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sons  cmbaikod  in  the  same  business,  erecting  other 
mills,  and  for  sixty  years  tlio  various  members  of 
the  fannly  carried  on  an  extensive  and  lucrative 
business. 

Jt  goes  without  saying-  that  Cb.arles  P>unce  was 
one  of  the  county's  best-known  and  most  inlkicntial 
citizens,    lie  died  Pec.  15.  at  the  hale  old  age 

of  eigiity-tiiree.  lie  was  twice  married,  his  first 
wife  being-  Sarah  Bidwell,  who  was  born  April  20_, 
1771,  and  died  June  10,  1804.  The  is^u:  of  this 
marriage  consisted  of  eight  children:  George,  born 
April,  1790.  married  Mary  Kennedy:  he  had  exten- 
sive holdings  of  real  estate,  at  one  time  owning  the 
Icirger  portion  of  the  land  on  which  Chenev  Bros.' 
silk  mills  now  stand.  Herman,  born  Jan.  12,  1792, 
died  July  8,  1S76;  he  married  Phyllis  Simon,  and 
lived  in  Manchester.  Merwin,  born  Jan.  26,  1794, 
died  a  bachelor  Oct.  24,  1S53.  Sarah,  born  Jan. 
10,  1796,  died  in  December,  1834.  the  wife  of  John 
McLean,  a  farmer  of  Manchester.  Harriet,  born 
Jan.  20,  179S,  died  Oct.  28,  1847;  she  married 
Champlin  Cadwell.  Charles,  born  Feb.  i,  1800, 
died  l^'eb.  21,  1874:  he  married  Aurelia  Strickland. 
Melinda,  born  Feb.  2,  1802,  died  Feb.  23.  1885; 
she  married  John  Hills,  a  farmer  of  ^Manchester. 
Lewis,  born  ^lay  27,  1804,  married  liarriet  John- 
son, and  died  July  2,  1879. 

After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  3ilr.  Bunce  mar- 
ried Sarah  Cadwell.  who  was  born  Sept.  2,  1776, 
and  died  Oct.  19,  1856.  She  also  bore  eight  chil- 
dren to  her  husband :  Ann,  Walter,  Betsey, 
Aurelia,  Sophia,  Clarissa.  Ralph  and  Edwin.  A 
brief  mention  of  the  majority  of  these  will  prove  of 
interest.  Ann  was  born  Oct.  3,  1805,  and  is  now 
the  wife  of  Daniel  Griswold,  a  3ilanchester  farmer; 
Walter  was  born  Jan.  10,  1807,  married  Kathcrine 
Kennedy,  and  died  Feb.  7,  1866;  Betsey  was  born 
June  23,  1S09,  and  married  Jehial  Buckland,  who 
was  first  a  woolen  manufacturer  and  subsecjuently 
a  farmer  of  ^Manchester  (she  died  Dec.  8,  1854)  ; 
Aurelia,  now  ]Mrs.  Samuel  T.  Avery,  of  Wapping, 
Conn.,  was  born  April  11,  181 1;  Sophia  was  born 
June  8,  1813,  and  died  unmarried  Aug.  3,  1S79; 
Ralph,  born  ]\Iay  20,  1818,  died  at  the  outset  of  his. 
early  manhood,  Oct.  14,  1836;  Edwin,  the  father  of 
Charles  Edwin,  v/as  the  youngest  of  the  issue  of 
the  second  marriage.  He  was  born  ]May  15,  1822, 
and  died  Xov.  24,  1876. 

Returning  to  the  topic  of  the  family  connection 
with  the  paper  manufacturing  trade,  some  addi- 
tional historical  facts  are  worth  mentioning:  Her- 
man, Charles,  Walter,  Lewis  and  Edwin  all  em-  i 
barked  in  this  line,  Lewis,  with  his  sons  Henry  C. 
and  Edgar  (Edwin  being  also  a  member  of  the  | 
firm),  successfully   operating   a   mill   vhich   was  | 
swept  away  bv  a  flood  in  1S69.    After  the  death  of  1 
his  father  Edwin  and  his  brother  Walter  formed  ! 
a  co-partnership  for  the  conduct  of  their  father's  ; 
mill,  which  association  in  business  continued  for  j 
several    years.      Edwin    ultimately    secured    his  j 
brother's  interest,  by  purchase,  and  later  formed  a 


'  parinershi]i  with  tleorge  Cheney,  .\fter  a  few  \  ears 
the  latter  linn  sold  out  to  Case  rirothers. 

Edwin  Bunce  was  a  native  of  South  Manclics- 
'  ter.    He  rccei'.ed  his  early  eilucati  .n  in  the  ci-un- 
mun  scIkX'Is.  also  at  W'ilbraham  Academy,  and  at 
I  the  end  of  Jiis  school  days  began  his  life  work  in  a 
paper  mill,  being  thus  actively  engaged  in  manu- 
facturing until  near  the  end  of  his  life,  when  he 
retired  to  the  farm  of  his  son,  Charles  Edwin; 
j  here  ended  his  life  at  the  comparatively  earlv  age 
I  of  hfty-four  years.     In   1843  he  was  married  to 
,  Lucinda.  a  daughter  of  Xalhaniel  and  Mary  (Strick- 
land) Tryon,  of  East  Glastonbury.     [A  more  de- 
\  tailed  account  of    the  Strickland    family  mav  be 
.  found  in  the  biographical  sketch  of  Nathaniel  Strick- 
;  land,  elsewhere.]     She  died  Xov.  20,  1S91.  Her 
!  mother  was  noted    for  piety  and    for  strict  ob- 
!  servance  of  the  Sabbath.    The  closing  years  of  her 
life  were  passed  at  the  home  of  her  son-in-law, 
i  where  she  died. 

I       Charles  Edwin  Bunce  is  the  younger  of  two 
!  shildrcn,  the  elder,  who  was  born  April  23,  1S4S, 
\  having  been  a  daughter,  Alice  C.    She  was  married 
:  June  5,  1876,  to  Ransom  Fitzgerald,  a  wholesale 
merchant  of  Hartford.    Our  subject  was  born  Aug. 
6,  1S51,  in  the  house  where  he  now  lives.  After 
passing  through  the  district  schools  he  attended 
:  the  high  schools  of  [Manchester  and  Hartford,  and 
\  on  finishing  his  studies  returned  home,  where  he 
;  has  ever  since  lived,  devoting  himself  to  agriculture. 
I  In  this  pursuit  he  has  greatly  prospered,  and  now 
owns  one  of  the  largest  and  best-improved  farms 
;  in  Hartford  county.    His  temperament  is  genial, 
his  disposition  kind  and  gentle,  and  his  manners 
I  those  of  a  refined,  courteous  gentleman. 

On  June  8,  1882,  Mr.  Bunce  married  ]\Ii?s  Ina 
Chafl'ee,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Hannah  Chaftee,  of 
East  Woodstock.  Her  father  and  brothers  are 
wagonmakers  in  th.at  town.  The  issue  of  the  mar- 
riage has  been  eight  children :  ^lyrtis,  born  April 
15,  1883,  who  died  July  30,  same  year ;  a  child,  born 
April  19,  18S4,  wdio  died  in  infancy;  Gertrude  ^I., 
born  i^Iay  29,  18S5  ;  Edwin  C,  born  Aug.  15,  18S7 ; 
Zella,  born  Aug.  5,  1889;  Rena,  born  Feb.  5,  1891  ; 
Florence,  born  Sept.  15,  1893;  and  Louis,  born  July 
19,  1897.  iMr.  Bunce  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and 
has  held  several  minor  oflices. 

^IICIiAEL  HEXRY  DOXXELLY  (deceased) 
was  for  many  years  prominently  identified  with  the 
industrial  and  business  interests  of  New  Britain 
and  Berlin.  He  was  of  foreign  birth,  but  his  duties 
of  citizenship  were  performed  with  a  loyalty  equal 
to  that  of  any  native  son  of  America,  and  he  did  all 
in  his  power  to  advance  the  interests  of  his  adopted 
town  and  county  . 

]\lr.  Donncllv  was  born  in  County  Tyrone,  Ire- 
land, May  19,  1S46,  a  son  of  Patrick  Donnelly,  who 
was  born  in  the  same  place  in  1810.  The  grand- 
father, Michael  Donnelly,  was  a  native  of  County 
Tyrone,  where  he  spent  his  entire  life  as  a  tenant, 
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prospered  in  Iiis  uiidcrlaking-s,  and  became  quilo 
\\e!l-to-d<i.    lie  married  a  Miss  W'ootls,  and  the 
cliildreii  born  to  them  were  i'atrick,  J'eter,  Jolm,  ' 
Michael,  Daniel,  Rosa,  Katie,  Ellen  and  i/Ji.'.a. 

Patrick  Donnelly,  lather  of  onr  subject,  was  one 
of  the  mo5t  siiccessfnl  farmers  of  his  connnunity, 
and  was  a  man  of  ijood  business  ability.    After  his 
niarriai;e  he  purchased  two  good  farms  adjoining 
his  fatlier's  place,  and  in  his  native  land  coininued 
to  make  his  home  inuil  called  frcnn  this  liie,  in 
February,  189O.    lie  was  a  quiet,  una.-suming-  man,  ; 
but  made  many  friends.      ile  marries  1  Catherine  j 
\\'oods,  daughter  of  Patrick  W  oods  (whose  family 
was  in  no  way  related  to  Mr.  Donnelly's  itiaternal  an- 
cestors), and  to  this  union  eight  children  were  born: 
jNIichael,  Patrick,  Peter,  John,  Daniel.  Elizabeth,  ; 
Katie,  and  Rosanna.    After  the  death  of  the  father  | 
the  mother  came  to  the  New  World  to  make  her  j 
home  with  our  subject,  and  resided  with  his  widow 
in  New  Britain  until  her  death.  May  12,  1900. 

In  the  national  schools  of  Ireland  INIichael  H. 
Donnelly    acquired    his    education,    pursuing    his  : 
studies  during  the  daytime  until  fourteen  years  of 
age,  and  then  attending  night  school  for  three  years,  j 
He  was  naturall}-  a  man  of  ability,  and,  by  devoting 
considerable  time  to  reading,  he  became  well  in- 
formed on  topics  of  general  interest  and  the  lead- 
ing questions  and  issues  of  the  day.    After  leaving 
school  he  remained  at  home  until  twenty  years  of 
age,  and  then,  in  ■March,  1866,  sailed  for  America,  i 
When  he  landed  in  Boston  he  had  only  three  dollars  i 
with  which  to  begin  life  in  a  strange  country.  Com- 
ing to  Hartford,  he  first  worked  on  a  farm  for  ten 
dollars  per  month,  and  then  served  a  three-years'  ! 
apprenticeship  to  the  blacksmith's  trade.    He  fol-  t 
lowed  his  trade  as  a  journeyman  until  1872,  when 
he  opened  a  shop  of  his  own  on  Chestnut  street,  i 
New  Britain,  and  later  bought  land  and  built  a  shop 
in  that  tov\-n.    When  he  embarked  in  business  for 
himself  his  only  assistant  was  a  boy,  but  his  trade  i 
steadily  increased,  and  he  afterward  furnished  em-  | 
ployment  to  five  men.    He  received  some  large 
contracts,  furnishing  the  iron  work  for  the  New  j 
York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  railway  depot  at 
New  Britain,  and  also  for  the  armory  and  other  | 
large  buildings  in  that  place.    In  1889  he  sold  his 
blacksmith  business,  rented  his  shop,  and  embarked 
in  the  manufacture  of  brick  in  Berlin.    At  first  ho 
only  worked  half  a  day,  but  the  following  winter  ] 
his  business  had  so  increased  that  he  had  to  double  | 
the  capacity  of  his  plant,  while  the  shed  and  ma-  ; 
chine  gangs  did  a  full  day's  work,  turning  out  from  : 
six  and  one-half  to  seven  million  brick  annually.  ! 
The  Donnelly  Brick  Co.  was  organized,  our  sub-  I 
ject  being  president  and  treasurer,  and  in  the  yards  | 
employm.ent  w^as  given  to  forty  men.    A  terra-cotta 
plant  was  also  operated  by  the  company  for  some 
time. 

On  Jan.  19,  1876,  ^Ir.  Donnellv  was  tmitcd  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Alarv  .Ann  Farrell,  of  Plainville,  j 
who  was  born  June  26,  1858,  a  daughter  of  Timothy  ^ 


Earrell,  a  well-to-do  gardener  of  that  ocality.  The 
children  boi  n  to  this  imion  were  as  folows :  Paul 
Francis,  born  Nov.  15,  1877,  died  at  the  age  of 
three  days;  the  secoud  child  died  in  infancy;  Susan 
Agncs,  born  June  12,  1881,  died  ^^larch  lO,  1S82; 
^Katie  .May,  born  July  17,  1883,  is  attending  ^^It. 
St.  Joseph  Seminaiy  in  llarlford;  iJi^nry  2\iichael, 
born  Nov.  14,  i88u,  William  Joseph,  born  June  22, 
1888,  and  John  Timothy,  born  May  5,  i8yi,  are  at- 
tending the  New  Britain  schools;  Stephen  Patrick, 
born  x\ov.  20,  1894,  is  in  the  Kindergarten,  and 
Irene  ^Margaret,  born  June  17,  1897,  died  at  the 
age  of  one  year. 

In  November,  1S98,  ]Mr.  Donnelly  was  taken 
ill  with  the  "grippe,"  which  resulted  in  an  abscess 
at  the  base  of  the  brain.  An  operation  was  per- 
formed, but  too  late  to  be  of  any  benefit.  Against 
the  advice  of  his  physician  he  continued  to  attend 
to  his  business  until  confined  to  his  bed.  He  died 
July  21,  1899,  and  his  remains  were  interred  in 
St.  r\Iary's  cemetery,  New  Britain.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  St.  Joseph's  Catholic  Church,  on  South  ]Maia 
street,  and  of  Putnam  Phalanx  and  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  His  political  sup- 
port was  given  to  the  men  and  measures  of  the 
Democratic  party.  He  was  a  man  of  sound  judg- 
ment and  good  business  and  executive  ability,  pos- 
sessed great  energy  and  force  of  character,  and 
through  his  own  well-directed  eft"orts  achieved  a 
wonderful  success  in  life.  Fle  was  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal brick  manufacturers  of  Berlin,  and  the  prom- 
inent place  which  he  occupied  in  business  circles 
was  certainly  justly  merited. 

LOWELL  H.  BREW^ER,  one  of  the  most  en- 
ergetic, progressive  and  thrifty  tobacco  growers  of 
Hockanum,  town  of  East  Hartford,  was  born  Nov. 
27,  1847,  in  the  house  now  occupied  by  his  father. 
Deacon  Ashbel  Brewer. 

Ashbel  Brewer  was  born  in  East  Hartford  Aug. 
4,  1810,  eldest  of  the  eight  children  born  to  Allen 
and  Velina  (Bidwell)  Brewer,  the  latter  a  daughter 
of  Ashbel  Bidwell.  Deacon  Brewer's  father  v/as  a 
private  in  a  military  company  which  was  raised  in 
1814  to  repel  a  British  movement  on  New  London, 
and  which  marched  overland  to  that  place.  xAmong 
the  most  highly-prized  treasures  in  the  good  old 
Deacon's  house  is  a  cannon  ball  fired  by  a  British 
frigate  off  New  London. 

Deacon  Brewer's  boyhood  was  spent  on  his  fa- 
ther's farm,  and  his  early  education  was  obtained 
in  the  old  school  house,  which  in  the  opening  years 
of  the  century  stood  on  liigh  street,  on  the  hill 
just  north  of  Pewter  Pot  Brook.  Cooper  r\IcKee, 
a  famous  pedagogue  of  those  days,  wielded  the 
birch.  The  little  temple  of  learning  contained  but 
one  room.  Scholars  found  their  seats  on  settees 
which  stretched  parallel  with  the  walls,  the  teacher's 
desk  being  in  the  middle  of  the  room.  In  winter 
a  stove  stood  near  the  desk,  and  the  faces  of  the 
scholars  roasted  while  their  backs  froze.  Arith- 
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luetic  was  not  lauglit  in  the  school,  and  this  hrancli 
iVlr.  Brewer  jiicked  iqi  at  a  night  school. 

Mr.  llrewcr  followed  farnnng-  as  his  occupa- 
tion until  1840.  lie  potatoes,  corn  and  r\e. 
and  raised  live  stock,  native  heef  beintr  then  prolit- 
able.  Tobacco  was  then  little  grown.  "I  doubt  if 
there  were  over  hfiecn  acres  of  tobacco  in  the  tow  n 
in  1S49,"'  i^C'ie'on  Brewer  said  lately,  in  sjjeaking- 
of  the  weed,  "and  what  there  was  grown  was  in 
patches  of  a  third  or  half  an  acre  or  so."  In  the 
spring  of  1849  he  built  a  grocery  at  the  foot  of  Ash 
street,  on  land  which  he  leased  of  Samuel  Kellogg. 
The  following  winter  he  discontinued  the  grocery 
business  and  resumed  farming,  and  during  the  last 
thirty  years  he  has  grown  tobacco  extensively.  His 
farm  includes  nearly  125  acres,  and  he  is  one  of 
the  largest  owners  of  land  in  Ilockanum  jMeadow. 
At  the  age  of  seventeen  years  Ashbel  Brewer  joined 
the  Congregational  Church,  and  was  speedily  put 
in  the  choir,  in  which  he  remained  for  nearly  fifty 
years.  Violins,  bass  viols  and  flutes  gave  the  in- 
strumental music  when  he  entered  the  choir.  Nearly 
a  generation  passed  before  they  gave  way  to  organs. 
In  cold  weather  church-goers  carried  with  them 
small  foot-stoves,  on  which  they  "toasted"  their 
toes  comfortably.  In  1837  ]\Ir.  Brewer  was  chosen 
sexton  of  the  Hockanum  cemeteries,  and  discharged 
the  duties  of  that  position  for  twenty-three  years. 
In  1870  he  was  chosen  deacon  of  the  First  Church, 
and  held  that  position  until  1876,  when  he  became 
one  of  the  original  members  of  the  Hockanum  Con- 
gregational Church.  For  three  years  he  w"as  a  dea- 
con in  this  church,  and  he  is  now^  deacon  emeritus. 

Mr.  Brewer  was  for  six  years  a  member  of  the 
Putnam  I'halanx.  He  has  been  school  committee- 
man five  times.  He  was  to\vn  surveyor  some  years 
under  the  old  district  system  of  roadmaking.  In 
1845  he  was  tax  collector.  Vv'hen  Islr.  Brewer  came 
of  age  it  v/as  the  law  that  a  citizen,  in  order  to  be- 
come an  elector,  should  be  an  owner  of  land.  His 
father,  to  meet  this  requirement,  gave  him  eight 
acres.  In  politics  ^Ir.  Brewer  started  out  as  a 
Democrat,  but  since  1856  has  been  a  solid  Repub- 
lican. Fie  has  voted  for  five  Democratic,  one  AA'hig, 
and  ten  Republican  candidates  for  President. 

Mr.  Brewer  was  married,  in  1833,  to  ]\Iary 
Whaples,  of  Newington,  and  this  union  was  blessed 
with  eight  children:  Jane  E.,  born  ?^lay  10,  1S35, 
was  married  to  Jacob  Dix,  of  Xewington,  had  five 
children,  and  is  now  deceased ;  Joanna,  born  }ilarch 
16,  1837,  is  the  widow  of  Joshua  C.  Luce,  has  four 
children,  and  is  living  in  Newington,  of  wdiich  place 
her  husband  was  a  native ;  Adelaide  L.,  born  July 
12,  1839,  married  Charles  W.  Roberts,  of  East 
Hartford  ;  jNIartha  A.,  born  June  27,  1841,  was  mar- 
ried to  George  Bidwell,  of  East  Hartford,  where 
she  is  now  living  a  wndow\  with  two  children,  How- 
ard E.  and  Mrs.  Winne  Stoughton ;  Marietta,  born 
July  15,  1843,  is  married  td  E.  W.  Griswold,  and  is 
living  in  California,  the  mother  of  one  child,  Laura 
May,  born  in  Virginia  City,  Nev.,  July  3,  1879; 


Cornelia,  born  Sept.  4,  1845,  '^^'^^  married  to  Horace 
1-1.  Hicks,  of  Bristol  h'erry,  R.  1.,  had  two  children, 
I'red  and  Nellie,  and  died  in  1899;  Louise  J  I.,  born 
N\)v.  27,  1847,  married  Jacob  Dix,  and  is  deceased; 
and  Lowell  IL  (twin  of  Loui,^e  11.)  is  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  .Mrs.  Mary  (Whaples)  Brewer,  the 
mother  of  the  above  family,  ])assed  aw-av  in  1S58, 
and  in  1S63  Deacon  Brewer  married  ^Margaret 
Barnard,  wdio  survived  until  1890.  The  Deacon, 
who  is  of  medium  stature,  has  led  a  long,  honorable 
arid  u.seful  life,  is  still  prominent  in  his  church,  but 
is  now  confined  to  his  bed  in  a  weakened  condition. 

Lowell  H.  Brewer  was  educated  in  the  brick 
school  house  in  Hockantmi,  and  was  a  pupil  under 
Henry  Fox.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  being 
the  only  boy  in  tliC  fannly,  he  withdrew  from  school, 
returned  to  the  home  farm  and  practically  began 
its  management,  and,  as  an  example  of  his  industry, 
executive  ability  and  his  thorough  knowledge  of 
tobacco  culture,  it  is  only  necessary  to  cite  the  fact 
that  he  has  improved  the  quality,  increased  the 
product  per  acre,  and  extended  the  area  then  under 
I  cultivation  from  an  ordinarj'  farm  to  one  of  the 
i  largest  as  well  as  one  of  the  finest  tobacco  planta- 
!  tions  in  the  town  of  East  Hartford,  if  not  in  Hart- 
j  ford  county.  He  has  the  reputation  of  always  net- 
\  ting  as  good  a  price  as  any  grower  of  tobacco  in 
i  the  neighborhood,  and  in  many  intances  has  re- 
I  ceived  a  much  higher  price.  He  has  packed  an- 
[  nually  about  170  cases  of  his  own  product  for  some 
I  time  past,  and  this  year  ( 1900)  has  forty-six  acres  of 
I  the  staple  under  cultivation.  He  is  teaching  his 
'  sons,  by  actual  experience,  the  best  methods  of  cul- 
;  ture  and  curing,  and  will  turn  over  the  business  to 

them  in  the  near  future. 
'       ]Mr.  Brewer  was  united  in  marriage,  by  the  Rev. 
j  William  Turkington,  of  the  ]\Iethodist  Church,  Jan. 
!  29,  1874,  to  I\Iiss  Charlotte  Edna  Vibberts,  who 
!  was   born  April  14,  1852,  a   daughter   of  Capt. 
!  Charles  H.  and  Jane  M.  (Babcock)  \"ibberts,  na- 
j  fives  of  East  Flartford  and  residents  of  Hockanum, 
j  and  of  wdiom  more  detailed  mention  will  shortly  be 
j  made.    I\Irs.  Brewer  was  educated  at  the  Hockanum 
,  public  school,  the  New  Britain  High  School  and 
I  State  Normal,  and  was  a  successful  teacher  for  a 
I  few^  years  prior  to  her  marriage.    To  the  happy 
1  marriage  of  Mr.  and  INIrs.  Brewer  have  been  born 
five  children:    (i)  ^liller  V.,  who  was  born  Dec. 
I  7,  1874,  attended  the  Hartford  Public  High  School, 
I  also  Huntsinger's  Business  College,  and  is  now  ^s- 
j  sisting  on  the  home  farm  ;  (2)  Lowell  H.,  born  Dec. 
4,  1876,  passed  through  the  same  course  of  instruc- 
tion;  (3)  Harry  F.,  born  Sept.  22,  1879,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  same  manner;  (4)  Ashbel  A.,  born 
Dec.  27,  1882,  was  educated  in  the  same  institution 
which  his  brothers  attended,  and  reached  the  high- 
est record  in  spelling  ever  attained  in  the  school 
(3,000  words  without  a  miss),  which  elicited  from 
the  principal  a  congratulatory  letter  to  the  father; 
j  (5)  Charles  FL,  born  Nov.  5,  1885,  is  a  graduate 
pf  the  Sotith  school  of  Hartford,  and  is  now  a  stu- 
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(lout  at  Ilimtsingcr's  Rusiuess  College,  Hartford. 
Lowell  11.  r.rcwer  hr:S  led  a  happv  married  life, 
as  well  as  a  successful  one  from  a  business  stand- 
jxiint.  IJc  has  reared  his  children  "in  the  way 
they  should  iL;o,""  antl  the  sons,  like  himself,  have 
made  a  fmc  reinilation  for  their  remarl^abl}-  indus- 
trious habits  and  moral  rectilndc.  Xo  family  witliin 
the  limits  of  Hartford  county  are  more  highly  es- 
teemed for  their  personal  merits. 

A  few  words  will  now  be  devoted  to  the  ancient 
ViBur.RTS  family,  of  which  Mrs.  Lowell  H.  Brewer 
is  a  descendant. 

Capt.  Charles  H.  \'ibberts,  father  of  Mrs.  Brew- 
er, was  a  grandson  of  Jesse  \'ibberts,  wdio  was  born 
Jan.  30,  1759,  and  became  one  of  the  heroes  of  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and,  it  is  supposed,  was  one  of 
Washington's  bodyguard,  as  he  left  \'irginia  at 
the  same  time  that  the  commander-in-chief  did. 
He  had  a  brother,  John,  from  whom  he  was  almost 
inseparable.  At  the  conclusion  of  hostilities  Jesse 
settled  in  Hockanum,  married,  Aug.  7,  1783,  r\Lirtha 

 ,  who  was  born  Aug.  19,  1759,  and  reared 

a  large  family,  to-wit:  Jessie,  born  March  3,  1784; 
Clara,  Oct.  24,  1785  ;  Olive,  Oct.  27,  1787 ;  Eliphalet, 
Sept.  16,  17S9;  Patte,  Sept.  28,  1791  ;  Phene,  Aug. 
2^>,  1793;  Stephen,  Sept.  20,  1795:  ~\Iary,  ^lay  5, 
1797;  Alvin,  Jan.  26,  1801.  In  the  old  account- 
books  of  the  grandfather  arc  found  some  such  en- 
tries as  these:  '"Moaed  hay  for  60c  a  day;  butcher- 
ing, 40c  a  day ;  helping  cut  two  loads  and  loading 
wood,  for  40c ;  tliree  days  at  oil  mill,  at  50c  a  day." 
Grandfather  |e  s  of  a  powerful  build,  as  was 

his  brother  John,  and  was  so  very  broad  that  he 
was  compelled  to  pass  through  ordinary  doors  side- 
ways. He  followed  farming,  hewing  timber,  ship- 
building, etc.,  but  in  the  latter  days  of  his  life  became 
quite  blind.  He  was  laid  to  rest  in  Buckland  cem- 
etery in  I 83 I. 

Alvin  \'ibberts,  father  of  Capt.  Charles  H.  Vib- 
berts,  was  born  in  Hockanum.  He  was  a  carpenter 
in  a  rude  way,  and  also  worked  on  farms,  and  after 
marriage  he  and  wife  made  cigars  for  the  Southern 
trade,  Mr.  V'ibberts  manufacturing  the  cases  from 
butternut  wood.  In  1820  he  was  married  to  ]\Iiss 
Emily  Brewer,  who  was  born  in  1799,  and  to  this 
union  came  the  following  named  children :  George, 
who  was  born  June  2,  1821,  married  Harriet  Dailey, 
of  Farmington,  and  afterward  wedded  Harriet 
Wetherell,  of  Manchester ;  he  lived  all  his  days  in 
Hockanum,  and  died  in  1879.  Capt.  Charles  II. , 
the  father  of  Mrs.  L.  H.  Brewer,  was  born  March 
14,  1825.  Albert  L.,  born  Oct.  15,  1829,  first  mar- 
ried Cornelia  Pratt,  and  later  Augusta  Smith  ;  he 
is  now  a  successfu'  real  estate  dealer  of  New  Brit- 
ain. The  mother  of  this  family  died  June  9,  1853, 
the  father  in  June,  1855,  and  the  remains  of  both 
lie  interred  in  Hockanum. 

Capt.  Charles  H.  Vibberts.  father  of  Mrs.  Brew- 
er, married,  Apr.l  15,  1849,  Jane  M.  Babcock,  who 
was  born  Sept.  30,  1820.  and  died  Aug.  12,  1900; 
she  was  a  daughter  of  Elisha  and  Charlotte  (How- 


I  ktt)  r)abcock,  natives  of  Hartford.  The  three  chil- 
I  dren  born  to  this  union  are  as  follows:  Charlotte 
i  Kdna  (^-Mrs.  Brewer)  ;  Charles  Lloyd,  who  was  born 
I  Sept.  29,  1857,  married  Mdry  Cortner,  of  Windsor, 
I  and  is  living  in  Hockamnn;  Burden  Gideon,  the 
1  youngest,  born  Oct.  11,  1866,  still  makes  his  home 
]  with  his  father.' 
i 

j  NEWELL  ST.  JOHN,  one  of  Simsburv's  most 
progressive  citizens,  an  extensive  farmer  and  to- 
bacco grower,  was  born  near  Hoskins  Station 
iMarch  19,  1851,  and  is  a  representative  of  an  old 
New  England  family. 

Elijah  St.  John,  his  grandfather,  was  a  nati\-e  of 
Rhode  Island,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  tailor. 
He  removed  to  Simsbur}-,  Hartford  county,  and 
here  for  a  time  he  followed  his  trade,  tlien  engaged 
in  farming;  he  died  Aug.  10,  183O,  aged  forty- 
three  years,  being  killed  in  a  fall  from  "a  scaffold 
in  his  barn,  and  was  buried  in  Simsbury.  He  mar- 
ried, Oct.  26,  1786,  Elizabeth  Delibah.'and  to  their 
union  the  following  children  were  born :  Elijah, 
born  Nov.  20,  1787,  died  in  November,  1788; 
Elizabeth,  born  ]\Iay  15,  1789,  married,  Aug.  9, 
1820,  Reuben  INIiller;  Cornwall;  Susan;  Zopher, 
father  of  our  subject,  born  Oct.  17,  1799;  Hilpah, 
who  married,  Oct.  21,  1828,  Hiram  K.  Steel;  Caro- 
line, who  married,  Nov.  7,  1833,  Henry  Ely. 

Zopher  St.  John,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  on  the  farm  near  Hoskins  Station,  Oct.  17, 
1799,  was  educated  in  the  public  scliools  of  Siins- 
bury,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  started  on  the 
road,  peddling  Yankee  notions,  traveling  afoot  in 
the  New  England  States  as  far  east  as  Cape  Cod. 
He  also  engaged  in  selling  clocks.  In  1840  he 
started  in  the  jewelry  business,  traveling  for  a 
jewelry  firm  in  Owego,  N.  Y.,  and  continued  in 
that  business  until  1865.  He  was  a  successful 
salesman,  and  while  he  lost  at  times  he  preserved 
j  and  gathered  about  him  many  comforts  in  the  de- 
j  cline  of  life.  He  ended  his  traveling  days  in  1865 
and  for  seven  years  thereafter  made  farming  his 
principal  occupation,  engaging  also  in  tobacco  grow- 
ing, dairy  farming,  etc.  Lie  was  self-educated,  a 
keen  observer,  and  possessed  a  very  genial  dispo- 
sition, while  in  his  habits  he  was  temperate.  In 
his  political  view's  he  was  a  Whig,  and  at  the  advent 
of  the  Republican  party  he  became  a  stanch  sup- 
porter of  its  principles,  though  he  never  sought 
political  honors  or  office ;  however,  he  served  on  the 
board  of  relief  one  term,  and  took  a  deep  interest  in 
education.  He  and  his  family  were  consistent 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church.  'Mr.  St. 
John  died  on  his  farm  at  Hoskins  Station  Feb.  20, 
1872,  He  married,  in  Suffiield,  Conn.,  Eunice  La- 
vina  Harmon,  who  was  born  in  Sufheld,  Jan.  17, 
1809,  daughter  of  Paul  and  Eunice  (Remington) 
Harmon,  of  that  town,  and  died  Jan.  5,  i8gg. 

The  Harmo.v  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  illustrious  of  New  lingland.  It  has  descended 
from  three  brothers,  one  of  wiiom,  John  Harmon, 


vr  \   .-.  \     .-If,  I 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


was  born  in  FiiglanJ  in  1611.  and  came  to  Boston 
about  1O3O.  Unc  brother  removed  later  to  i'enn- 
sylvania,  and  one  to  Maine,  wb.ile  John  became  one 
of  the  first  settlers  ot  Springfield,  Mass.  Ten  of 
his  descendants  in  the  third  and  l\.>in"th  generations 
were  soldiers  in  tlie  Revolutionary  army,  among 
them  being  Capt.  John  HarmoTi,  01  tlic  4th  Regi- 
nicrit,  Connecticut  Line,  Gen.  Washington's  favorite 
captain,  who  received  special  mention  for  gallant 
conduct  in  ihe  capture  of  Boston.  The  line  of  de- 
scent to  the  mother  of  our  subject  is  as  follows: 
(I)  John  Harmon,  born  in  England,  in  lOii,  died 
in  Springfield,  Mass.,  1661.  (ll)  Xathauiel  Har- 
mon, born  in  Springfield,  3ilass.,  ^larch  13,  1653, 
became  a  noted  Indian  trader,  married  ?\Iary  Skm- 
ner,  and  died  in  Suftield  Alay  2,  1712.  {lU)  Xa- 
thaniel  Harmon,  born  July  30,  1695,  died  Feb.  10, 
1774.  (IV)  Phineas  Harmon,  son  of  Nathaniel 
and  Sarah  (Smith)  Harmon,  born  June  4,  1J20, 
died  in  Suffield,  May  31,  1802.  (\')  Paul  Ilarmon, 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  bom  April  22, 
1768,  son  of  Phineas  and  Dorcas  (Hastings)  Har- 
mon, died  X'ov.  13,  1S52.  He  married  Eunice  Rem- 
ington. The  eleven  children  of  Paul  and  Eunice 
(Remington)  Harmon  were  as  follows :  Julius, 
who  died  young;  Julia,  who  died  young;  Zenas 
(1798-1867),  who  lived  at  Warren,  Vt. ;  Julia,  who 
married  Frederick  Gillett ;  Phineas  (1802-1S33),  a 
farmer  of  Suffield;  Paul  (1804-1SS3),  a  carpenter 
and  farmer  of  Omaha,  Neb. ;  one  who  died  in  in- 
fancy in  1806;  Eunice  L.,  mother  of  our  subject; 
Martha  F.  (1810-1877),  ■^'^'i^^  Thomas  Gillett; 
Chloe  (1812-1837),  wife  of  John  Talbott ;  and 
Hannah  'SI.  (1814-1840),  who  married  Lucius  A. 
Cutler. 

To  Zopher  and  Eunice  L.  (Harmon)  St.  John 
were  born  the  following  children:  ^iartha  L.,  born 
Feb.  16,  1S31,  died  unmarried  June  26,  189S;  ^Mary, 
born  April  30,  1S32,  is  th.e  widow  of  George  W.  Flar- 
mon,  and  mother  of  George  A.  Flarmon,  of  Suffield, 
Conn. ;  Hilpah,  born  Aug.  30,  1834,  died  Feb.  2, 
1867,  was  the  wife  of  ^larvin  D.  Hoskins ;  Eunice, 
born  Dec.  14,  1836,  died  from  the  efifects  of  poison, 
Jan.  13,  1837;  Edward  Francis,  born  May  23,  1839, 
is  a  farmer  of  Simsbury,  Conn. ;  Louise,  born  Feb. 
2,  1841,  is  the  widow  of  Prof.  Rufus  C.  Hitchcock 
(she  is  principal  of  the  high  school  at  New  Or- 
leans) ;  Chloe,  born  May  22,  1S45,  is  unmarried, 
and  was  a  school  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of 
Springfield  for  over  thirty  years ;  Sanford  Z.,  born 
May  9,  1849,  is  a  druggist  of  Pittsfield,  ^^lass. ; 
Newell,  our  subject,  was  born  IMarch  19,  1851. 

Newell  St.  John  received  his  education  in  the 
district  schools  in  the  Westover  Plains  District, 
also  at  Simsbury  and  Tarift'ville  Select  Schools,  and 
at  Suffield,  in  the  Literary  Institue,  under  Prof. 
Andrews.  Our  oubject  was  about  of  age  when  his 
father  died,  and  he  settled  down  to  farming  on  he 
homestead,  wliere  for  tin-  j)ast  twenty-eight  years  he 
has  been  engaged  in  tobacco  culture,  dairying  and 
general  farming  and  stock  raising.    lie  has  made 


improvements  on  the  farm,  which  is  a  tract  of  fifty 
acres,  and  there  his  mother  spent  lier  widowhood, 
our  subject  caring  for  her  in  her  old  age.    She  at- 
tained the  ripe  o:d  age  of  ninety  yeais,  and  her 
death  closed  the  life  of  a  good  Christian  woman 
and  a  devoted  wife  and  motlier.    Our  subject  has 
been  a  life-lon'g  Reiniblican,  and  for  the  past  eight 
I  years  has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of  selectmen 
'  of  Simsbury.    He  fills  the  position  of  trust  and 
responsibility  with  honor  to  himself  and  with  satis- 
faction to  the  people,  is  popular  and  very  highly 
I  respected.    He  has  served  on  the  board  of  relief  for 
;  two  terms,  and  also  on  the  school  committee,  having 
'  always  taken  a  deep  interest  in  the  cause  of  edu- 
i  cation. 

!       In  1874  Mr.  St.  John  was  married,  in  Bloomfield, 
Conn.,  to  Addie  L.  Cushman,  born  in  East  Granby, 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Cushman.  To 
I  our  subject  and  wife  five  children  have  been  born: 
Isabelle,  who  was  educated  in  the  district  schools, 
at  I^IcLean  Seminary,  Simsbury,  and  at  the  Normal 
School  in  New  Britain,  and  who  has  successfully 
1  taught  for  the  past  five  years ;  Helen  Grace,  who 
•  died  in  1892,  at  the  age  of  sixteen;  Charles  N.,  at 
j  school ;  Clarence  Wardell ;  and  Lucile.    Mr.  and 
j  Mrs.  St.  John  are  active  members  of  the  Congre- 
j  gational  Church. 

j       DEACON   ALFRED   NORTH   was   of  the 
!  eighth  generation  in  tlie  family  from  John  North, 
I  whose  name  appears  in  1640  as  one  of  the  original 
'  proprietors  and  settlers  of  Farnnngton,  a  Colony 
I  which  was  the  first  offshoot  from  the  church  of 
j  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker,  of  Hartford.    John  North 
I  came  to  America  in  the  "Susan  &  Ellen,"  in  1635, 
[  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  landing  at  Boston.  His 
I  land  in  Farmington  was  entered  to  him  in  1653. 
;  He  married  Flannah  Bird,  a  daughter  of  Thomas 
j  Bird,  and  to  them  were  born  nine  children.  Him- 
j  self  and  his  two  sons,  John  and  Samuel,  were  in- 
cluded in  the  eighty-four   original   land  owners 
;  among  whom  were  divided,  in  1676,  the  mioccupied 
lands  of  Farmington.   His  house  lot  of  three-fourths 
of  an  acre  at  the  north  end  of  Farmington  street 
'  was  purchased  from  John  Steel.    Himself  and  wife 
!  were  members  of  the  Farnfington  Church,  she  join- 
ing in  1656.    John  North  died  in  1691,  aged  sev- 
enty-six years.    The  line  of  descent  to  our  subject 
is  as  follows : 

(II)  Thomas  North,  born  Jan.  30,  1649,  mar- 
ried Hannah  Newell,  who  was  born  in  1656,  and  to 
them  were  Iiorn  ten  children.  He  served  in  the 
Indian  wars,  and  for  his  services  received  a  grant 
of  land.    He  settled  in  the  north  part  of  Farming- 

,  ton,  now  Avon,  and  died  in  1712,  his  wife  surviving 
'  to  Nov.  4,  1757,  as  appears  in  the  Newell  genealogy. 
One  of  his  descendants,  through  his  son  Joseph, 
was  Prof.  Henry  Carrington  Bolton,  of  Trinity  Col- 
I  lege,  Hartford. 

(III)  Thomas  North,  son  of  Thomas  and  Han- 
nah North,  v;as  born  in  1673.    He  married,  Dec. 
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1.  i(h)S.  Miss  Martha  Roys  (or  Roycc),  wlio  was 
born  June  i.  I'T't.  a  ilauyluor  of  Isaac  and  J*!liza- 
bcth  (^Latlirop )  Roys,  ot  \\'allinL;k.rd,  Conn.,  and 
on  her  niolhcr'.s  sido  was  a  grt'at-^randdau^b.tor  ot 
Rev.  John  Lathrop,  wlio  came  from  MnL^'aiui  to 
Schnate,  Mass.,  in  1034.  lie  settled  tirsc  in  Kcn- 
sini;lon,  and  later  lived  in  the  eastern  \y.\v\.  ot  i'arni- 
intj^lon,  now  llerhn.  He  united  with  the  chinch  in 
1707,  was  one  of  the  seven  founders  of  tlie  Con- 
!.,M'ei;alional  Church  of  Berlin,  and  was  a  man  of 
wealth  and  influence;  lie  died  in  i7-:5.  He  was 
the  father  of  eii^ht  children;  James,  his  third  son, 
was  the  ancestor  of  the  branch  of  the  North  familv 
who  settled  at  New  Britain. 

Deacon  Isaac  North,  son  of  Th.unias  and 
Martha  North,  was  born  Se[)t.  27,  1703.  He  mar- 
ried Mary  Woodford,  who  was  born  March  2, 
1709,  and  thev  had  eight  children.  Pie  was  the 
first  enrolled  member  and  the  lirst  deacon  of  the 
Second  Congregational  Church  of  Berlin.  He  died 
Dec.  20,  17SS,  his  wife  surviving  imiil  1798,  when 
site  passed  away  at  the  age  of  ninety-one,  and  was 
buried  in  Beckley.  Isaac  North,  Sr.,  lived  in  a 
house  situated  about  one  mile  north  of  the  village 
of  Berlin.  It  is  still  standing,  and  is  in  good  con- 
dition. Its  back  door  is  close  upon  the  street,  the 
highway  having  been  changed  from  the  front  to 
the  back  of  the  house  soon  after  it  was  built. 

(V)  Jedediah  North,  son  of  Isaac  and  ^lary 
North,  and  tlie  great-grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Berlin  Jan.  16,  1734.  He  married, 
Jan.  27,  1757,  INIiss  Sarah  W  ilcox,  daughter  of 
Daniel  \\'ilcox,  of  East  Berlin,  born  Dec.  31,  1739. 
To  them  were  born  eight  children.  ^Irs.  North 
died  Oct.  5,  1775,  and  2vlr.  North  afterward  mar- 
ried Abigail  Andrews,  by  whom  he  had  three  chil- 
dren. He  was  a  man  of  deep  religious  faith,  and 
m  his  early  life  exemplitied  that  faith.  He  died 
Dec.  16,  1816,  and  was  buried  in  Beckley  cemetery. 

(VI)  Simeon  North,  son  of  Jedediah  and  Sarah 
North,  and  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Berlin  July  13,  1765.  He  married,  in 
1786,  Lucy  Savage,  who  was  born  in  ^liddletown 
Alay  19,  1766,  and  died  Feb.  24,  181 1,  the  mother 
of  eight  children.  For  his  second  wife  Sinieon 
North  married  Lvdia  Huntington,  daughter  of  Rev. 
Enoch  liuntington.  of  IMiddletown.  and  the  only 
child  of  this  marriage,  the  ninth  child  of  her  fa- 
ther, became  the  wife  of  Rev.  Dwight  M.  Seward, 
pastor  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  of  New 
Britain  from  1836  to  1842.  Froin  181 1  to  1813 
Mr.  North  served  as  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  6th 
Conn.  Regiincnt.  He  engaged  at  Berlin,  and  later 
at  Middletown,  Conn.,  in  the  manufacture  of  pis- 
tols and  bayonets.  He  died  Aug.  25,  1852.  Dr. 
Simeon  North,  youngest  son  of  Sitneon  and  Lucy 
(Savage)  North,  born  Sept.  10,  1802,  graduated 
from  Yale  College,  and  was  connected  with  Hamil- 
ton College,  Clinton,  N.  Y.,  as  tutor  and  professor 
of  ancient  languages  from  1822  to  1839,  and  as 
president  of  tlie  college  from  1839  to  1857. 
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'        (\  H)  Reuben  North,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
I  was  born  in  r>erlin  Dec.   11,   17S6.    He  married, 
I  Jan.  o.  1811,  Lvnda  \\  ilcux.  of  Berlin.  whi_'>  was 
j  born  Dct.  31,  1780.  tlaugliter  of  Josiah  and  Huldah 
I  ( Savage)    Wilcox,  and  granddaughter  of  Daniel 
j  W'ilcox,  of  -East  Berlin,  who  died  in  1789;  the  lat- 
ter was  the  owner  of  a  landed  estate  on  the  ^lat- 
tabessctt  river  one  mile  square,  large  enough  to  give 
I  to  each  of  his  thirteen  children  an  ample  farm, 
j  Mrs.  Lynda  North  died  March  17,  1817,  leaving 
i  three  children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the  eldest. 
F"or  his  second  wife  Reuben  married,  in  ]\Iay,  1817, 
Huldah  W'ilcox,  a  sister  of  his  first  wife,  and  by 
her  hail  five  sons.    For  many  years  he  continued 
the  btisiness  of  his  father  at  Spruce  Brook,  in  Ber- 
lin— the  manufacture  of  pistols  and  bayonets.  He 
was  quiet  in  manner,  but  was  noted  for  his  strong 
temperance  views,  and  was  one  of  the  first  citi- 
zens of  Berlin  to  actively  promote  the  cause  of 
temperance.    lie  died  April  4.  1853.    One  of  his 
sons.  Dr.  Edward  North,  born  in  1820,  graduated 
from  Hamilton  College  in  1S41,  was  elected  to  the 
chair  of  ancient  languages  there  in  1843,  for 
over  fifty  years  has  filled  the  position  of  professor 
of  the  Greek  language  and  literature  in  that  in- 
stitution. 

(\'lJl)  Alfred  North,  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Berlin  Oct.  3,  181 1.  Fie  obtained  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  in  the 
Berlin  Academy,  and  before  entering  business  life 
taught  in  the  public  schools  in  Berlin  and  in  Ohio. 
He  then  entered  his  father's  factory,  and  was  there 
employed  until  after  his  marriage.  May  8,  1834,  to 
-\Iarv  Olive  W'ilcox,  who  was  born  in  Berlin  Aug. 
7,  1812,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Olive  (Porter) 
W'ilcox,  residents  of  Berlin,  who  died  respectively 
Sept.  23,  1839,  and  May  27,  1827.  His  health  fail- 
ing, he  left  his  father's  factory,  and  in  1840  started 
a  store  at  Litchfield.  He  returned  to  Berlin  eight- 
een months  later,  and  there  began  a  mercantile 
career,  which  continued  until  1886.  He  was  a  li- 
censed pharmacist.  In  1844  he  was  elected  town 
clerk  at  Berlin,  and  was  for  over  forty  years  an- 
nually re-elected  to  that  position,  until  he  resigned 
in  1886  on  account  of  loss  of  eyesiglit.  Twice  he 
vvas  elected  to  represent  the  town  of  Berlin  in  the 
State  Legislature,  1849  '•■'•■'^^  1S55. 

One  of  the  public  institutions  which  Deacon  Al- 
fred North  establislicd  at  Berlin  was  the  Berlin 
Savings  Bank.  As  town  clerk  of  Berlin  there  came 
to  him  one  day  to  be  recorded  four  mortgages  held 
by  outside  parties.  The  thought  occurred  to  him 
that  a  savings  bank  should  be  established  at  Berlin, 
and  the  interest  money  thus  kept  at  home.  Lead- 
ing men  of  the  town,  wdiom  he  consulted,  dis- 
couraged the  enterprise,  but  he  persevered  in  his 
efforts  and  applied  to  S.  C.  W^ilcox,  then  repre- 
senting the  town  in  the  State  Legislature,  to  secure 
a  charter.  He  expressed  the  belief  that  he  would 
live  to  see  the  day  when  the  deposits  would  amount 
to  $ioo,uoo.    The  bank  was  incor|K)rated  June  19, 
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i873-  l^cacoii  Xortli  was  elected  its  first  prosi- 
deiu,  ami  ctMiiiimcd  to  hold  that  iKisition  until  fail- 
ing" health,  in  jr,l\-,  1S93,  conipelled  hiui  to  retire, 
lie  was  tlie  tirst  deposit! >r  of  the  hank,  opening-  an 
account  in  the  name  of  a  grandson;  when  lie  at- 
tended his  last  meeting'  with  the  directors  th.e  de- 
posits exceeded  J?200,ooo. 

With  the  Second  Congregational  Church  Dea- 
con North  was  connected  for  sixty-five  years.  This 
church  was  organized  in  1775,  and  at  the  head  of 
the  memhers  stands  the  name  of  Deacon  Isaac 
North,  the  great-great-grandfather  of  our  subject. 
The  latter  was  received  as  a  member  in  182Q.  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  years,  by  Rev.  Samuel  Good- 
rich, and  in  1S36  he  was  elected  deacon,  resigning 
that  office  at  the  age  of  seventy.  It  is  related,  as  j 
an  instance  of  the  prevailing  confidence  in  his  good 
sense  and  knowledge  of  alTairs,  that  when  the  new 
church  was  to  be  built  at  Merlin  he  was  appointed 
to  prepare  a  statement  of  the  amount  each  member 
of  the  congregation  ought  to  give.  It  was  a  dif- 
ficult task.  Yet  the  sum  which  he  placed  after  each 
name  was  cheerfully  paid,  and  the  church  was  built. 
He  also  held  the  cfiices  of  clerk  and  treasurer  of 
the  Worthington  Ecclesiastical  Society,  as  well  as  | 
that  of  school  treasurer.  For  twenty  years  he 
served  faithfully  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school,  and  in  the  church  music  he  took  an  active 
interest.  In  his  boyhood  days  our  subject  was 
known  as  a  lad  of  kindly  disposition  and  generous 
acts.  He  thus  early  won  many  friends  who  clung 
to  him  through  life.  He  was  general  counselor  and 
referee  of  the  town.  Its  people  came  to  him  in 
their  perplexities.  He  was  the  trusted  friend  of 
the  poor,  and  his  liberality  was  greater  than  his 
means  would  well  allow.  He  w-as  very  fond  of 
children,  and  many  of  the  residents  of  Berlin  re- 
member him  as  one  of  their  warmest  childhood 
friends. 

To  'our  subject  and  wife  were  born  two  chil- 
dren, Francis  Augustus  and  Catharine  ^lelinda. 
The  former  was  born  June  4,  1S35,  and  married,  at 
Philadelphia,  Oct.  10,  1867,  Elizabeth  W.  ^loore- 
head,  who  was  born  Dec.  16,  1S36.  When  young 
Francis  assisted  in  his  father's  store,  he  studied 
music  with  Prof.  Barnett,  of  Hartford.  Later  he 
accepted  a  position  with  Andre  &  Co.,  publishers  of 
music,  at  Philadelphia,  and  eventually  becan.e  a 
member  of  the  firm.  Still  later  he  started  in  busi- 
ness for  himself,  selling  out  to  Ditson  &  Co.,  and 
he  has  since  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  the 
"Lester"  piano.  He  has  two  children — Alfred 
Moorehead,  born  Feb.  20,  1872,  and  Robert  Lorton, 
born  Nov.  19,  1873,  both  of  whom  have  been  stu- 
dents at  .Princeton  College.  Catharine  .M.,  the 
daughter  of  our  subject,  was  born  !March  i,  1840. 
She  assisted  her  father  in  his  affairs  during  his 
•declinins'-  years,  since  then  continuing  as  agent  for 
several  fire  insurance  companies  which  he  repre- 
sented. 

The  death  of  Deacon  North,  Jan.  14,  i8n|,  was 


mourned  by  a  wide  circle  of  friends  in  Berlin,  where 
for  more  than  half  a  century  he  was  known  as  one 
of  its  kindest,  truest,  most  widely  beloved  citizens. 
Death  resultcil  from  imcinnonia,  following  an  at- 
tack of  the  "grip."  1-i.  r  several  da\s  [trior  to  his 
death  he  lay  unconsciMUs.  and  the  end  came  peace- 
fuiiy  at  the  dawn  of  a  bright  ."-^undav  niorning. 
1  lie  funeral  obsetjuies  were  held  in  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  and  were  unusuallv  well  attended. 
One  beautiful  incident  in  connectidu  with  the  serv- 
ices was  the  placing  of  ilowers  on  the  ca>ket  by 
young  chiklrcn  of  the  Sabbath-school.  The  in- 
terment was  at  Berlin,  in  the  Suulh  cemetery. 

_  JEFFERSON  PIO.MER  GRIFFIN  is  an  enter- 
j  prising  and  successful  agriculturist  of  W^est  Suf- 
field,  and  is  deserving  of  special  mention  in  this  vol- 
ume, not  only  because  of  his  personal  worth  but  as 
a  representative  of  a  well-known  family. 

Our  subject  was  born  June  27,  1848,  in  what  is 
now  the  town  of  East  Granby,  on  a  farm  near  the 
Suffield  line,  the  old  homestead  of  his  parents, 
Homer  and  Susan  J.  Griffin.  Homer  GritBn  was 
born  April  21,  1822,  a  son  of  Oliver  and  Achsah 
I  Griffin,  tlie  former  of  whom  w^as  a  son  of  Stephen, 
whose  father  was  also  named  Stephen.  Homer 
married  Susan  J.  Griffin,  of  Granby,  Nov.  l6,  1843, 
and  settled  on  his  uncle's  (the  Horace  V'iets)  prop- 
erty. He  died  July  14,  1893.  He  had  one  sister, 
Betsy,  born  Sept.  27,  1S13,  who  died  Sept.  21, 
1882 ;  also  had  a  brother,  Imri,  who  died  when 
about  a  year  old.  To  Homer  and  Susan  J.  Griffin 
were  born  five  children :  Jefferson  Homer,  the 
subject  proper  of  this  sketch;  Flora  S.,  born  June 
28,  1S52,  married  Lewis  Spring,  April  24,  1872; 
^lartin  W.,  born  [March  8,  1854,  is  a  professor  in 
Portland  (Conn.)  Fiigh  School  (he  married  June 
30,  iSSo,  Alary  Richardson);  ]\Iartha,  born  Nov. 
20,  1861,  died  Dec.  8,  1864;  and  Burton  L.,  born 
June  25,  1866,  lives  on  the  old  homestead  (he  mar- 
ried, Oct.  20,  1891,  Bertha  Beman). 

Jefferson  H.  Griffin,  our  subject,  remained  at 
home  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-five,  his 
education  being  obtained  in  the  local  schools,  and  in 
1873  settled  in  West  Suffield  upon  the  Horace  Viets 
property,  a  tract  of  seventy-one  acres  near  Copper 
Hill.  For  twenty-five  years  he  has  devoted  his 
attention  to  general  farming,  dairying,  stock-rais- 
ing and  tobacco  culture,  meeting  with  good  results. 
His  honesty  and  good-will  have  made  him  many 
friends,  and  he  and  his  family  are  active  in  religious 
work  as  members  of  the  Methodist  Church  at  Copper 
Hill.  Politically  he  is  a  Democrat,  but  he  has  never 
sought  or  held  office.  On  Oct.  29,  1873,  he  was  mar- 
ried, in  Copper  Hill,  to  Miss  Amanda  Louise 
Spring-,  of  Granby,  and  six  children  have  blessed 
the  tmion  :  Gerie  L. ;  Bertha  M. ;  Birnev  E. ;  Clayton 
W.,  who  died  in  childhood ;  .Mabel  C,  and 
Gladys  M. 

The  Si'Ki.xG  family  is  of  good  Colonial  stock, 
and  John  Spring,  the  first  of  the  name  in  this  coun- 


in  IVU: 


COMMEMOKATIl  'E  BIOGRAI'JIICAL  RECORD. 


trv,  came  iioni  the  West  of  England  in  17 — ,  ani,! 
located  upon  a  farm  at  L  xbridgc,  Mass.,  where  liis  ' 
remaining'  years  were  siKiit.  j 

Hphraini  Sj^ring-,  slmi  ol'  the  i)iuneer,  was  born  | 
Jan.  9,  iyoS,  and  settled  in  early  nianliood  at  Reho-  ! 
both,  Mass.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming,  lie  | 
married  Marv  Bowen.  daugiiter  of  r\lary  Davis,  i 
daiigliter  of  Jonathan  Davis,  who  once  lield  a  com-  j 
mission  as  a  justice  of  the  peace  under  the  Eng-  , 
Hsh  Crown.  Thev  liad  four  children  :  Sa''ah  and  j 
Ephraim,  botli  of  whom  were  burned  to  death;  j 
Thomas  and  Lavina.  j 

Thomas  Spring,  the  next  in  the  line  of  descent,  ! 
was  born  at  Rehoboth,  Alass.,  June  3,  1737,  and  ' 
when  a  young  man  removed  to  this  section,  locat-  j 
ing  upon  a  farm  in  the  town  of  Granby,  then  a  part  j 
of  the  town  of  Simsbury.  On  April  30,  1761,  he  [ 
was  married  there  to  ^lary  Gozzard  (nov;-  spelled  j 
Goddard),  who  was  born  in  that  locality  Oct.  i,  1 
1739,  daughter  of  Aaron  and  I\Iary  (Iluckley) 
Gozzard.    She  died  April  6,  17S9,  he  on  March  24, 

1825,  and  the  remains  of  both  now  rest  in  Granby, 
Conn.    Of  their  children,  the  eldest,  ]Mary,  born  j 
Feb.  I,  1762,  married  Albert  Reed,  and  was  the  j 
mother  of  tliirteen  children.    Ephraim,  born  Jan.  j 
2,  1764,  died  in  June,  1833.    Thomas  (]\Irs.  Griffin's 
grandfather)  is  mentioned  more  fully  below.  Syl- 
vester, born  June  26,  1767,  married  Sarah  Dibble  in 
1789.    Sarah  S.,  born  Dec.  15,  1769,  married  Elihu 
Burr,  of  Ohio,  and  died  April  4,  1839.    A  child 
born  March  21,  1772,  died  in  infancy.  Aurella.  born 
Sept.  2,  1774,  married  Nathan  Goddard.    Cyril  born 
Sept.  II,  1776,  married  Rosetta  Dibble,  of  Granby. 
Samuel,  born  June  5,  1780,  married  Cleopatra  God- 
dard, of  Granby. 

Thomas  Spring,  grandfather  of  ^Irs.  Griffin, 
was  born  in  Granby  Oct.  15,  1765,  and  followed 
farming  there  throughout  his  life,  being  the  owner 
of  a  fine  homestead.  Politically  he  was  a  Demo- 
crat, and  as  a  citizen  he  was  much  esteemed.  On 
July  9,  1795,  he  married  Jerusha  Pomeroy.  Of 
his  ten  children,  Aurora,  born  ]\Iay  29,  1796,  mar- 
ried Josiah  Searles  Jan.  29,  1818.  Thomas,  born 
May  13,  1798,  was  crippled  for  life  by  a  cut  from 
an  axe;  he  was  married  Feb.  4,  1824,  to  Candace 
Holcomb,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Chloe  Elolcomb. 
She  was  born  June  20,  1804,  and  died  June  25, 
1869,  ^ri<J  Jiis  death  occurred  June  5,  1S68.  Jerusha, 
born  March  23,  1800,  died  young.  Jerusha  (2), 
born  March  14,  180 1,  died  Oct.  27,  1844.  Maria, 
born  June  14,  1803,  died  Jan.  7,  1804.  Maria  <  2), 
born  Nov.  29,  1804,  married  Riley  Dibble  Nov.  26, 

1826,  and  died  Aug.  29,  1893.  Albert,  born  Sept. 
15,  1807,  died  Sept.  13,  1813.  George,  father  of 
Mrs.  Griffin,  was  the  eighth  in  order  of  birth.  Rox- 
anna,  born  Aug.  8,  18 12,  married  May  21,  1850, 
Seth  Gillet,  born  July  22,  1805,  son  of  Rudolph  and 
Eunice  (Cushman)  Gillet.  Albert,  born  June  9, 
1816,  died  Oct.  10,  1850.  in  California. 

George  Spring,  ?vlrs.  Griffin's  father,  was  born 
Feb.  20,  1810,  at  the  old  homestead  in  Granby,  and 


received  a  common-school  education.  He  learned 
the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner,  but  after  following 
it  some  years  successfully  engaged  in  fanning  on  a 
tract  of  one  lumdred  acres  in  his  native  town.  He 
was  liberal  in  his  religious  views,  and  in  politics  he 
was  a  lifelong  .Democrat.  Jlis  habits  were  strictly 
temperate,  and  his  excellent  qualities  of  character 
won  for  him  the  respect  of  his  fellow  citizens,  who 
frequently  elected  him  to  local  oftice.  On  Nov.  10, 
1835,  he  married  ?\lahala  Holcomb,  who  was  born 
-May  22,  181 1,  and  died  McLy  3,  1894.  His  death 
occurred  June  12,  1SS3,  and  the  mortal  remains 
of  both  are  interred  in  Copper  Hill  cemetery.  They 
had  a  family  of  six  children,  of  whom  ( i )  Cor- 
delia Elmira,  born  Nov.  17,  1S36,  is  now  living  in 
Southwick,  ^lass.  She  married  Edward  Sceer,  who 
was  born  May  20,  1820,  a  son  of  Abel  and  Alma 
Steer,  and  died  Nov.  17,  18S9.  {2)  Amanda 
Louise,  born  April  i,  1S41,  died  Jan.  21,  1S44.  (3) 
^Monroe  George,  born  r^Iay  22,  1845,  resides  in 
Southwick,  Mass.  He  was  married  May  3,  1871, 
to  Anna  Philips,  who  died  in  May,  1887.  (4) 
Thomas  Madison,  born  Feb.  20,  1847,  <^^'stl  Dec.  21, 
1 888.  On  June  9,  18G9,  he  married  Nora  Ruick, 
who  died  Aug.  7,  1S73,  subsequently,  in  Nov- 
ember, 1874,  he  wedded  Laura  Bradt,  who  passed 
away  in  ^lay,  1886.  (5)  Lewis  Cass,  born  Jan.  21, 
1 85 1,  is  a  farmer  in  Granby,  Conn.  On  April  24, 
1872,  he  married  Flora  Susan  Griffin,  sister  of  our 
subject.  (6)  Amanda  Louise  (^Irs.  Griffin)  was 
born  June  5,  1854. 

CHARLES  R.  GRISW'OLD,  a  leading  druggist 
of  Hartford,  was  born  Nov.  5,  1852,  in  Bloomfield, 
Hartford  county,  of  a  well-known  fannly  mentioned 
elsewhere. 

Noah  Griswold,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Bloomfield,  at  the  old  homestead  now  occj.- 
pied  by  Timothy  E.  Griswold.  Throughout  his  htc 
i  he  was  engaged  in  farming  in  that  town,  and  at  iiis 
death  his  remains  were  interred  there.  In  politics  he 
was  first  a  Whig,  then  a  Republican,  and  for  many 
years  he  was  an  active  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  His  wife,  Ruth  R.  Loomis  (now  deceased ), 
was  a  daughter  of  Ira  Loomis,  of  \\'indsor,  Conn. 
Of  their  four  children  our  subject  was  the  youngest, 
(i)  Noah  Loomis  died  in  1863,  while  serving  as  a 
member  of  the  24th  Wis.  V.  L  ;.  (2)  Rhoda  A.  mar- 
ried Wiliam  LI.  Harvey,  of  Windsor  ;  and  (3)  Frank 
W.,  a  resident  of  Bloomfield,  married  ]Miss  ^Nlary 
S.  Goodrich,  of  Windsor. 

Charles  R.  Griswold  began  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Bloomfield,  later  atending  the 
Bloomfield  Academy.  In  1869  he  went  to  Hartford 
as  clerk  for  S.  G.  Closes  &  Co.,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained eleven  years,  his  home  l)eing  with  Mr.  Moses 
during  that  time.  In  1880  he  engaged  in  business 
wdth  F.  P.  Dickinson,  at  No.  555  Main  street,  under 
the  firm  name  of  F.  P.  Dickinson  &  Co.,  and  in  1882 
they  removed  to  the  present  store  at  No.  1129  Main, 
the  firm  being  reorganized  as  Dickinson  it  Gris- 
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wokl.  In  1885  Mr.  Griswold  pmoliascd  his  part- 
ner's inlorcsi,  aiul  ho  hias  since  continued  alone, 
giviiii^  special  atlention  to  work  as  a  hotanic  drug- 
gist in  addition  to  the  general  features  of  his 
business. 

]n  18S0  ^.Ir.  Griswold  was  married  in  Hartford 
to  Miss  Eva  M.  I'isher,  daughter  of  Cliarles  F. 
Fisher,  and  four  children  have  blessed  tiie  union  : 
Alice  R. ;  Harriet  Ethel;  Robert  Noah  (i),  who 
died  in  infancy:  arid  Ivobert  Xoah  (_').  Mr.  Gris- 
wold and  his  family  arc  po;)ular  in  social  hfe,  and 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  D. 
li.  Webb  Gouncil,  R.  A.  I-'or  five  years  he  was  con- 
nected with  the  Governor's  Foot  Guard,  and  his 
standing  in  his  calling  makes  hirii  a  valued  member 
of  the  State  and  Gity  Pharmaceutical  Associations. 

HEXRY  WEBSTER  GHARTER.  The  suc- 
cessful lives  of  such  men  as  the  one  whose  name 
opens  this  sketch  afford  the  best  refutation  to  the 
slanderous  statement  that  "New  England  ofi'ers  no 
opportunity  for  poor  boys  to  attain  wealth  and  dis- 
stinction."  Self-made,  and  to  no  inconsiderable  de- 
gree self-educated,  he  has  climbed  the  ladder  of 
success  rung  by  rung,  wholly  through  his  own 
pluck  and  pertinacity. 

Henry  W.  Charter  is  the  youngest  of  the  ten 
children  of  Samuel  Gharter,  and  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Tolland,  Tolland  county,  July  7,  1837.  His 
father  was  drowned  when  our  subject  was  an  in- 
fant of  a  vear,  and  the  necessities  of  the  family 
obliged  him  to  begin  life's  battles  for  himself  when 
he  had  scarcely  passed  his  tLii'-h  birthday.  His 
first  employment  was  on  a  farm,  and  for  his  serv- 
ices he  was  boarded  and  clothed,  being  permitted, 
however,  to  attend  the  district  school  during  the 
winter  term.  After  two  years  so  spent  he  began 
working  in  the  woolen  mills,  but  this  proved  too 
laborious  for  his  strength,  and  within  a  few  months 
he  again  sought  work  upon  a  farm.  Later  he 
opened  a  grocery  store  at  Hartford,  which  he  con- 
ducted for  a  year  or  more,  and  at  the  end  of  that 
time  went  to  live  on  the  farm  of  his  father-in-law, 
Dan  W^arner,  where  he  remained  for  four  years. 
He  then  purchased  land  in  the  town  of  Tolland, 
on  which  he  remained  only  a  year.  Flis  next  pur- 
chase was  in  the  town  of  Vernon,  and  after  twelve 
months'  residence  he  disposed  of  that  property  and 
bought  the  old  "Talcott"  farm,  on  which  he  lived 
for  four  years.  His  next  (and  last)  move  was  to 
Manchester.  The  farm  which  he  bought  there 
proved  a  very  valuable  investment,  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  land  having  been  sold  as  building 
lots. 

Mr.  Charter  was  married,  Jan.  20,  1858,  to  Jane 
Elizabeth  Warner,  by  whom  he  lias  had  seven  chil- 
dren, only  four  of  wdiom  are  living:  ]\Iinnie,  the 
eldest,  married  J.  J.  Strickland,  of  r\Ianchester. 
Addie  is  the  wife  of  Wilbert  S.  Lothrop,  of  Chi- 
cago. Flenry  married  Jennie  Belmer,  of  Rock- 
ville,  and  resides  in  Manchester.    Rose  is  the  wife 
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I  of  Louis  S.  i'itch,  and  resides  in  California.  Po- 
j  litically  -Mr.  Gharter  is  a  F^rohibitionist,  and  in  rc- 
'  ligions  comieciion  he  is  an  active  member  of  the 
!  Second  Congregational  Church, 
j       This  sketch  would  lie  incoinpL-te  witliout  some 

•  mention  of  Mrs.  Gharter,  who  has  prt)ved  an  in- 

•  valual.ile  lieliimeet  to  her  hu-band.  and  bv  her  frugal 
and  industrious  habits  has  dtme  her  full  share 
toward  aiding  in  his  success.  She  was  born  Jan. 
2J,  1S40,  in  Ellington.  Tolland  county,  daughter 

j  of  Dan  and  Mary  (Chaffee)  Warner,  both  of  whom 

j  were  natives  of  Connecticut.  The  UKjiher  died  in 
Ellington  in  185S,  the  father  in  1S80.  Their  chil- 
dren were:    L}dia,  who  died  in  cnildhood  ;  George 

j  R..  a  clergyman,  of  Flartford  ;  Jane  Elizabetli,  r\Irs. 

I  Cliarter ;  Lenuiel,  now  a  resident  of  Brooklyn.  X. 
Y.  (he  served  during  the  Civil  war  in  the  iith 
Comi.  \'.  L)  :  Dan,  a  traveling  salesman;  and  ^lary, 
who  was  drowned  when  seventeen  years  old. 

FRANK  E.  CORBIX  was  born  Dec.  13,  1S49, 
at  Flartford,  a  son  of  Hezekiah  H.  Corbin,  and  a  de- 
tailed statement  of  his  genealogical  line  may  be 
found  in  the  sketch  of  his  brother,  \\'illis  P.  Corbin, 
elsewhere.  His  early  educational  advantages  were 
such  as  were  obtainable  at  the  common  schools,  also 
at  the  public  high  school,  of  which  Prof.  Peck  was 
principal,  graduating  from  the  latter  in  the  spring 
of  1S67.  While  his  scholastic  training  was  not  lib- 
eral, he  was  thoroughly  grounded  in  those  branches 
which  form  the  basis  of  a  practical,  business  training. 

On  leaving  school  ^Lr.  Corbin  went  to  work  upon 
has  grandfather's  farm,  at  West  Hartford,  wliere  he 
remained  for  about  eighteen  months.  Tiring  of  a 
farm  life  he  came  to  Xew  Britain,  and  entered  his 
father's  paper  box  manufactory  as  a  common  work- 
man. On  Jan.  i,  1870,  he  was  taken  into  partner- 
ship, the  firm  name  being  H.  H.  Corbin  &-  Son.  In 
February,  1890,  he  withdrew  from  partnershp  with 
his  father,  and,  in  connection  with  John  B.  ALnor, 
formed  a  corporation  known  as  the  Elinor  &  Corbin 
Box  Co.,  to  carry  on  the  same  line  of  business.  A 
portion  of  the  plant  had  originallv  belonged  to  James 
H.  r\Iinor,  and  its  capacity  has  been  more  than 
doubled  since  Mr.  Corbin  gave  to  the  enterprise  the 
benefit  of  his  business  skill  and  experience.  The 
output  is  readily  taken  by  the  manufacturers  of 
Xew  Britain,  and  the  trade  of  the  company  is  con- 
stantly increasing.  On  Jan.  i,  1900,  Mr.  Corbin 
sold  out  his  share  in  the  Minor  &  Corbin  Box  Co. 
to  ^Ir.  Minor  (  the  firm  name  is  still  Minor  &  Cor- 
bin), Mr.  Corbin  retiring  on  account  of  poor  health. 

yir  Gorbin's  political  affiliation  has  always  been 
with  the  Republican  party,  in  the  advancement  of 
whose  interests  he  has  ever  taken  a  keen  interest. 
While  never  seeking  office,  his  fellow  townsmen, 
recognizing  his  integrity  and  capability,  have  vir- 
tually thrust  official  honor  upon  him.  Fie  has  twice 
represented  the  Third  ward  of  Xew  Britain  in  the 
Common  Gouncil,  in  which  body  h.e  has  served  as 
cliairman  of  the  committee  on   Finance,   and  he 
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is  a  director  of  the  Y.  ^^.  C.  A.  He  is  a  Tln'rty- 
seconil-tlegrce  Mason,  ami  lias  always  been  active  in 
the  work  of  the  Masonic  I'rateniily  not  only  in  1  lart- 
furd  conn ;vl Hit  also  in  the  State  at  larc^e.  He  was 
master  of  Centennial  Lodge,  and  is  connected  with 
Gidding  Chapter.  Doric  Council,  Washington  C  oni- 
niandery,  and  Sphinx  Temple.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  knights  of  Pythias  and  of  the  Royal  Arca- 
mnn,  as  w  ell  as  of  the  New  England  Order  of  Pro- 
lection,  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  and  the  Xew 
Britain  Club.  lie  was  one  of  the  charter  members 
of  the  New  England  Order  of  Protection,  and  is  a 
past  regent  of  the  Royal  Arcanum. 

In  religious  faith  Mr.  Corbin  is  a  Baptist,  and 
he  is  chairman  of  the  finance  committee  of  the  church 
of  that  denomination  in  New  Britain.  On  Sept. 
18,.  1872,  he  was  married  to  ]\Iiss  ]\Iary  Ann  Wh'ting, 
^vho  was  born  on  Sept.  2,  1850,  a  daughter  of  George 
N.  Whiting,  of  ^^'est  Hartford.  A  brief  mention 
of  the  children  born  to  them  will  be  found  of  interest. 
(1)  Minnie,  born  July  20,  1S73,  graduated  from  the 
Normal  School  in  1892;  on  Oct.  14,  1807  she  became 
the  wife  of  James  T.  Powell,  of  New-  Britain,  son 
of  the  late  Rev.  James  Powell;  ]\Ir.  Powell  is  now 
a  salesman  for  the  Stanley  Rule  &  Level  Co.  (2) 
"Wilbur  R.,  was  born  Jan.  17,  1875.  graduated  in 

1896  from  Yale  College  with  the  degree  of  ^lechan- 
ical  Engineer,  and  is  now  in  the  employ  of  the  P.  & 
r.  Corbin  Lock  Co.  On  June  13.  1899,  he  married 
Rebekah  Howe  Morse,  daughter  of  Gardner  ]\Iorse, 
cf  New^  Haven,  and  July  3,  1900,  a  son,  Gardner 
iVIorse  Corbin,  was  born  to  them.  (3)Bertha  E.,  born 
May  19,  i877.completed  her  education  at  Rye  Sem- 
inary, Rye,  N.  Y. ;  she  is  at  present  living  at  home. 
(4) 'George  L.,  born  June  28,  1878,  graduated  in 

1897  from  the  New  Britain  High  School.  He  went 
to  Worcester  Academy  a  year,  in  the  following 
summer  cnering  the  employ  of  the  Corl)in  Cabinet 
Co.,  and  is  now  a  traveling  salesman  in  the  South  for 
that  firm.  (5)  ]Mary  Ann,  born  Dec.  22,  1879,  grad- 
uated from  the  New  Britain  High  School  in  1898, 
and  in  1899  f™'"  the  Ossining  School  at  Sing  Sing, 
New  York.  ^, 

FRANKLIN  DWIGHT  JONES,  a  leading  ag- 
riculturist of  Berlin,  is  a  native  of  Hartford  county, 
born  in  Avon,  Sept.  28,  1830,  a  son  of  Benjamin 
and  LTsula  (Thurston)  Jones.  The  mother  ciied 
when  our  subject  was  between  five  and  six  years  of 
age,  and  was  buried  in  Hartford.  For  his  second 
wife  the  father  married  Pliilin.da  C.  Loomis,  of  Glas- 
tonbury, who  died  about  sixteen  years  ago,  and  was 
buried  at  that  place.  In  early  life  he  worked  at 
the  mason's  trade,  and  later  followed  farming.  He 
died  in  Glastonbury  thirty  years  ago,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-eight. 

When  six  years  old  our  subject  left  Ivnue  and 
spent  one  summer  with  his  grandmother  in  Avon. 
He  then  went  to  Hopkinton,  ?\Iass.,  where  the  fol- 
lowing four  years  were  passed  in  farm  work  during 
the  summer,  and  in  attending  school  during  the  win- 


ter.   He  next  lived  with  his  father  in  Springfield  for 
,  two  years,  and  then  worked  on  differctU  farms  in 
I  Windsor,  I  fartford  C'o.,  Conn.,  until  sixteen  years  of 
age.  Cioing  to  Worcester,  Mass.,  he  \\  orked  in  a  wire 
mill  for  one  winter,  and  on  his  return  to  Windsor 
made  a  contract  v,  ith  .Morgan  Stratlon  to  work  for 
\  liim  until  attaining  his  majority,  and  tc)  receive  one 
:  hundred  dollars  in  money,  board,  schooling,  etc.  At 
I  the  end  of  two  years,  however,  his  employer  changed 
'  his  business,  and  our  subject  received  forty  dollars 
'  for  his  labor — the  first  luoney  he  had  ever  mad.e, 
1  though  at  that  time  he  was  nineteen  years  of  age. 
i  He  next  worked  for  Leverett  Ellsworth,  of  \\"ind- 
sor,  for  seven  months,  receiving  eleven  dollars  per 
i  month.    His  aunt  gave  him  a  bank  book  and  five 
dollars  in  money,  and  he  put  fifty  dollars  of  the  last 
I  amount  and  his  first  forty  dollars  in  the  bank.  To 
this  he  subsequently  added  until,  at  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-one, he  had  saved  ?200.    In  October,  1852,  he 
went  to  Ohio,  and  lived  in  the  town  of  Fowler, 
Trumbull  Co..  but  in  the  following  ]March  he  re- 
!  turned  to  Windsor.    In  December,  1854,  he  went 
with  some  friends  to  Iowa,  and  spent  four  years 
farming  in  that  State  and  in  Missouri.    On  his  re- 
j  turn  to  ^^'indsor  he  was  employed  as  brakeman  on 
freight  and  passenger  trains  on  the  New  York,  New 
I  Haven  &  Hartford  railroad  for  three  years,  but  since 
i  then  his  time  and  attention  have  been  devoted  to 
j  agricultural  pursuits.    He  has  made  his  home  in 
I  Berlin  since  1S67.    3>Ir.  Jones  is  also  a  director  in 
'  the  ]Mattabessctt  Canning  Co.,  of  Berlin. 

On  Oct.  5,  1852,  ]Mr.  Jones  married  Miss  Clar- 
issa King,  who  was  born  in  Windsor,  Feb.  16,  1831, 
and  died  ]March  15,  18S5.  By  this  union  two  chil- 
dren were  born:  (i)  Cornelia  Elizabeth,  born  in 
Lewis  county,  ]Mo.,  Sept.  24,  1S56,  married  David 
Clark  Webster,  of  Newington,  Conn.,  and  they  now 
live  in  Berlin.  They  have  two  children,  Ada  M., 
born  July  30,  1878,  is  a  stenographer  for  the  Amer- 
ican Paper  Goods  Co.,  of  Berlin  ;  and  Edith,  born 
April  7,  1S85,  is  at  home.  (2)  George  Benjamin, 
born  in  3vIissouri,  Feb.  6,  1859,  is  postmaster  and 
station  agent  at  Beckle}',  Hartford  county.  He 
married  Kate  Andrus,  and  a  brief  record  of  their 
children  is  as  follows;  Mabel,  born  Mav  i,  18S0, 
m.arried  \\'illiam  J.  Seibert,  of  Beckley,  Conn., 
Aug.  20,  1900,  and  they  reside  in  Beckley. 
Frankhn  S.,  born  Oct.  17,  1881,  is  in  the 
employ  of  the  Adams  Express  Co.  at  New- 
Britain.  Benjamin  C,  born  Mav  22,  1S83,  is  em- 
ployed in  the  office  of  the  P.  &  T.  Corbin  Co.,  New 
Britain.  Harry  IL,  born  h\b.  22,  1884,  died  Nov. 
4,  1898.  Arthur  L.,  born  Nov.  ii-,  1886,  and  William 
H.,  born  Aug.  17,  18S9,  are  both  attending  school. 

For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Jones  married,  Dec.  4, 
1885,  IMrs.  Caroline  Elizabeth  (Porter)  Steele,  who 
was  born  July  26,  1834.  in  the  house  wdiere  thev  now 
live,  in  the  lieckley  Ouarter  of  Berlin,  and  is  one  of 
a  family  of  eight  children.  She  was  first  niarricd, 
July  8,  1861,  to  Charles  Edward  Steele,  of  West 
Hartford,  a  painter  by  trade,  who  was  a  member  of 
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Coniiiany  II,  12th  Conn.  \'.  I.,  and  was  killed  in  a 
battle  near  I'attorsonvillo,  La.  By  tliat  union  there 
was  one  cliild,  Clarence  Burt  Steele,  born  Nov.  3, 
1SO2,  and  died  May  9.  1889. 

Lotan  Porter,  .Mrs.  Jr.ncs'  father,  was  born 
Nov.  19.  1799.  and  died  in  1858.  lie  was  a  surveyor 
b}  profession,  but  lor  twenty  terms  he  eni^a-ed  in 
school  teaehiu_c:,  and  spent  his  last  da}  s  in  farming. 
He  always  took  an  active  and  prominent  part  in  local 
ix)litics  and  public  affairs,  and  served  as  tax  collec- 
tor in  his  town.  On  Oct.  28,  1S22,  he  married  Miss 
Clarissa  Porter  Beckley,  who  was  born  Dec.  9,  1799, 
in  the  house  where  our  subject  and  his  wife  now  live, 
it  having  been  built  in  17S7.  2\Irs.  Jones'  paternal 
grandfather,  Moses  Porter,  was  also  a  native  of 
the  Beckley  Quarter,  and  died  ]May  28,  1850,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-three  years.  He  was  a  very  modest 
man,  of  a  mild  disposition,  and  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation.  He  married  Rhoda  Smith,  who  died  in 
1848,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years.  His  father, 
Aaron  Porter,  died  Nov.  14.  1820,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-one.  He  was  a  deacon  in  the  Congre- 
gational Church  of  Berlin.  His  wife,  Phoda,  died 
IMarch  25,  1S07.  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years, 
and  was  buried  in  Berlin. 

During  the  Civil  war  Franklin  D.  Jones  enlisted 
in  the  nine-months'  service  as  a  member  of  Company 
A,  22nd  Conn.  I.,  and  was  mustered  in  at  Wind- 
sor, Sept.  2,  1S62.  With  his  reginient  he  was  sta- 
tioned most  of  the  time  on  [Minor's  Hill,  and  at  Ar- 
lington Heights,  to  defend  Washington,  D.  C.  He 
was  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party  for 
many  years,  but,  believing  the  liquor  question  the 
most  important  issue  before  the  people,  he  has  voted 
with  the  Prohibition  party  for  the  past  sixteen 
years.  He  served  as  grand  juror  two  years, 
but  has  never  cared  for  official  honors.  At  the  age 
of  twenty  years  he  joined  the  ^dethodist  Church  in 
Windsor,  and  is  now  an  active  and  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  church  in  Berlin,  having  served  as  super- 
intendent of  the  Sunday-school  in  West  Granby  and 
Berlin  for  twenty  years.  His  wife  holds  member- 
ship in  the  Congregational  Church,  and  both  merit 
and  receive  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  know 
them. 

CHARLES  HAWLEY  HODGE,  a  well-known 
resident  of  Glastonbury,  has  been  identified  with 
the  express  business  for  many  years,  conducting  a 
line  between  Glastonbury  and  Hartford,  and  his 
promptness,  reliability  and  unfailing  courtesy  have 
won  for  him  a  large  trade. 

The  Hodge  family  is  of  pioneer  stock,  four 
brothers  of  the  name  having  come  from  England 
at  an  early  day  to  settle  in  Glastonbury.  Of  these, 
Elizur  Hodge,  our  subject's  great-grandfather,  lo- 
cated in  South  Glastonbury,  on  the  farm  now  owned 
by  Horace  Walker,  and  spent  his  remaining  years 
there.    Among  his  children  was  a  son  IClizur. 

Elizur  Hodge  (2),  our  subject's  grandfatlicr, 
followed  farming  at  the  old  homestead  through- 


out his  life.  He  married,  and  had  thirteen  children, 
among  whom  were  two  sons,  Jilijah  and  Elisha 
(twins). 

Elisha  Hodge,  father  of  our  subject,  owned  a 
small  farm,  but  as  he  had  a  large  family  he  often 
v.-orked  out  by  \.hv  day  to  increase  his  income.  He 
died  Jan.  14.  18(15,  and  his  widow,  Mrs.  Sarah  J. 
(Biish)  Ilodge,  a  native  of  Buckingham,  now  re- 
sides with  our  subject.  They  had  the  following- 
children  :  Timothy  married  Maria  Weir,  and  set- 
tled on  a  farm  in  East  Glastonbury ;  IMartha  mar- 
ried Tyler  Hunt,  a  baker  in  Jvockville;  Ellen  mar- 
ried George  Perkins,  a  carpenter  in  Wetherslield ; 
Charles  H.,  our  subject,  was  the  fourth  in  order 
of  birth;  Isabclle  married  Arthur  Dickinson,  an 
electrician  at  Rockville,  Conn. ;  Emma,  who  mar- 
ried first  William  Grimes,  and  later  Frank  Morton, 
died  in  1896;  Adaline  married  Perry  Church,  a  car- 
penter, in  Middletown ;  and  Jennie  died  in  early 
womanhood. 

Our  subject  was  born  Aug.  29,  1S51,  in  East 
Glastonbury,  had  a  very  limited  education,  leaving 
school  at  the  age  of  twelve,  and  after  his  father's 
death  was  obliged  to  make  his  own  way  and  assist 
in  the  support  of  the  family.  He  worked  at  odd 
jobs,  and  lived  at  home  for  two  years,  when  he 
secured  work  with  a  Mr.  Hunt,  of  Bolton,  with 
whom  he  remained  a  short  time  only.  He  then 
came  to  Glastonbury,  and  worked  seventeen  years 
for  an  uncle,  Hudson  Hollister,  and  while  with 
him  he  w^as  kept  busy  many  times  from  sunrise  un- 
til midnight.  He  W'Ould  haul  stone  from  East 
Glastonbury  to  Plartford,  unload  it,  and  then  drive 
to  the  Aleadows  of  \\'ethersfield  and  bring  a  load 
of  hay  home,  often  taking  eighteen  hours  for  the 
trip.  He  remained  in  the  employ  of  his  uncle  un- 
til 1878,  when  he  secured  work  with  Case  Bros., 
who  owned  the  paper-mill  near  F.  B.  Clark's  pres- 
ent factory.  ]\Ir.  Hodge  drove  a  team  for  Case 
Bros,  for  seven  years,  and  in  1886,  seeing  an  open- 
ing for  a  bus  line  between  Glastonbury  and  liart- 
ford,  he  bought  a  pair  of  horses  and  a  bus  that 
seated  twelve  people.  This  he  ran  for  about  six 
weeks,  and  met  with  such  success  that  he  added 
one  seating  twenty-five  people,  while  later  he  had 
three  buses  and  ten  horses  in  use  at  times.  The 
completion  of  the  electric  line  destroyed  all  passen- 
ger traffic,  but  as  he  has  started  an  express  and 
baggage  line  in  connection  with  the  bus  line  he 
continued  that  as  before,  making  a  trip  to  Hartford 
daily.  IMr.  Plodge  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  al- 
though his  father  was  a  Republican.  He  is  a 
member  of  Daskam  Lodge,  F.  &:  A.  M.,  in  which 
he  has  held  various  offices,  and  of  which  at  this 
writing  he  is  master,  and  member  of  Putnam 
Phalanx,  of  which  he  is  now  sergeant.  He  attends 
the  Episcopal  Church,  all  of  his  family  being  mem- 
bers thereof. 

On  Dec.  17,  1S78,  IMr.  Ilodge  was  married  to 
Miss  Enuna  Ilollistcr,  a  native  of  Binghamton.  N. 
Y.,  and  they  have  two  children:    Lewis  and  ]\eva. 
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DWK.irr  llEXRV  LEWIS,  a  proininciit 
slonciuason  aiul  rci)roscnlativc  citizen  of  Suuth- 
in<^ton,  was  In^rn  in  iho  .Marion  District  of  that 
town  Juno  15.  ^  ^'"^       l-mnan  anil  raiicnce 

Maria  ( I'oot  I  Lewis.  The  father,  wlio  is  stiil  liv- 
ins;',  was  born  ]\!arcli  i,  1S03,  and  was  married 
X('V.  1820,  to  j\Lss  Patience  }ilaria,  daughter 
of  Roheri  and  Diadaniia  (Hitchcock)  Foot.  By 
lliis  union  were  born  the  following  children:  .-Vddie 
C. ;  George  F. ;  Emma  J.,  wile  of  Lernard  Kennedy; 
Tames  L. :  Sarah  ]\L,  wife  of  Joseph  C.  Long;  and 
bwiglit  PL 

Reuben  Lewis,  our  subject's  paternal  grand- 
father, was  born  Aug.  16,  1772,  and  wedded  Mary 
Ilall,  daughter  of  Curtiss  and  Rachel  (Bcecher) 
Hall,  of  Wolcott.  She  died  June  19,  1S43,  aged 
sixty-eight  vears,  and  liis  death  occurred  }^Iarch 
28,  1836.  His  father,  Capt.  Nathaniel  Lewis,  was 
born  in  December,  1747,  in  Southington,  and  was 
married  Feb.  15,  1769,  to  Sarah  Gridley,  who  died 
Aug.  II,  1809.  Fie  lived  on  the  mountain-side  in 
the  eastern  part  of  Wolcott,  and  was  prominent  in 
tow^n  and  church  affairs  after  that  town  was  set  oft 
from  Southington.  He  died  Feb.  24,  1839,  ^'^"'-^ 
his  gravestone  was  inscribed  "an  honest  man."  Fie 
was  a  son  of  Nathan  Lewis,  who  was  born  Jan.  23, 
1707,  and  was  married  July  28,  1730,  to  ]\Iary 
Gridley,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  }*Iary  (Hum- 
phrey) Gridley.  He  made  his  home  in  the  }^Iarion 
District  of  Southington,  w^here  he  died  Sept.  7, 
1799.  Fie  was  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth 
Lewis.  Samuel  Lewis  was  born  Aug.  iS,  164S, 
held  the  military  rank  of  sergeant,  and  died  Nov. 
28,  1752.  His  father,  ^^'illiam  Lewis,  was  born  in 
England,  and  in  1C44  was  a  resident  of  Farming- 
ton,  Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  where  he  served  as  first 
recorder  of  the  town  after  its  incorporation  in 
1645.  He  was  married  first  to  ]\Iary  Hopkins,  of 
Windsor,  and  second  to  Mary  Cheever,  of  New 
Haven.  His  death  occurred  Aug.  18,  1690.  He 
was  a  son  of  William  and  Felix  Lewis,  who  came 
from  England  in  the  ship  '"Lion,"  and  landed  in 
Boston  in  September,  1632.  He  was  admitted  a 
freeman  in  November  of  that  year,  and  joined  the 
Braintree  company,  wliich,  in  August,  1633,  re- 
moved to  Newtown  (Cambridge).  In  1836  he 
came  with  a  company  to  Hartford,  and  in  1659 
again  moved,  becoming  one  of  the  founders  of 
Hadley,  Mass.,  which  town  he  represented  in  the 
General  Court  in  1662.  He  resided  in  Northamp- 
ton, Mass.,  in  1664,  and  in  1677  removed  to  Farm- 
ington,  Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  where  he  died  Aug. 

2,  1683. 

On  the  old  homestead  in  the  ?vIarion  District 
Dwight  H.  Lewis  passed  his  earlv  life,  and  obtained 
his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  that  lo- 
cality. At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  began  an  appren- 
ticeship to  the  stonemason's  trade  under  his  father, 
and  finished  the  same  in  Waterbury,  Conn.  Since 
then  he  has  followed  that  vocation,  having  been  a 
contractor  for  several  years.    On  Aug.  28,  1862,  he 


laid  asiile  all  personal  interests  and  entered  the 
service  of  his  country,  as  a  member  of  Company 
E,  20th  Conn.  \'.  ].    He  took  part  in  a  number  of 
important  engagements,  and  after  two  years  and 
ten  months  of  arduous  service  was  honorably  dis- 
charged.   During  ihe  battle  of  GeltN  sburg,  in  July, 
1803,  he  was  woimded. 
i       ]Mr.  Lewis  was  married.  May  28,  1S67,  to  Miss 
Julia  Johnson,  of  Southington,  and  to  them  have 
:  been  born  two  children:    Sarah  M.,  wife  of  AI- 
'  bert  Rickel :  and  Ella  M.,  wife  of  Emil  Zickwolf. 
i  Fraternally  Mr.  Lewis  is  a  member  of  the  Masons 
j  Union,  and  politicallv  he  is  identified  with  the  Re- 
j  publican  party. 

j  WILLIAM  H.  ATKINS,  florist  at  Burnside, 
I  was  born  in  Westfield,  Mass..  Sept.  8.  1S66,  and  is  an 
i  excellent  type  of  citizen.  He  began  business  in 
j  Burnside  in  1890,  with  very  little  ca{)ital,  but  by  close 
1  attention  to  the  needs  of  his  patrons  and  honest 
]  business  methods  has  built  up  an  extensive  trade, 
I  which  is  rapidly  increasing. 

I       \\'illiam  H.  Atkins,  father  of  our  subject,  vcas 
I  born  in  Westfield,  Mass..  was  a  farmer,  and  passed 
his  entire  life  in  his  native  town.   Fie  married  Miss 
j  Annie  Wilson,  a  native  of  Roslyn,  L.  L,  N.  Y.,  and  a 
j  daughter  of  John  ^\'ilson,  a  cabinet-maker  and  fur- 
I  niture  ware  dealer,  and  to  this  marriage  came  six 
children  :  [Margaret,  who  was  born  Nov.  30,  1863, 
and  was  married  Sept.  20,  1897,  to  Horace  F.  Carl- 
ton, a  civil  engineer  on  the  West  End  street  railroad 
in  Boston,  [Mass. ;  William  H.,  the  subject  of  this 
j  sketch;  David  F..  born  Dec.  lO,  1S69,  who  is  a 
j  draftsman  in  Auburn,  N.  Y,  and  was  married  June 
I  27,  1900,  to  Helen  [M.  Burgess,  of  that  place,  and 
two  sons  and  one  daughter.  Otto,  Flenry  and  Sarah, 
who  died  young  and  were  buried  at  Westfield. 
William  li.  Atkins,  whose  name  stands  at  the 
I  opening  of  this  article,  attended  the  public  schools 
;  of  Westfield,  and  after  a  three-years'  course  at  the 
!  high  school  went  to  the  Massachusetts  Agricultural 
[  College,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1886,  in  a  class 
j  of  sixteen.    Fie  then  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Lovett  Nursery  Co.,  at  Little  Silver,  X.  J.   After  ac- 
customing himself  to  nursery  work  and  methods, 
he  became  bookkeeper  and  cashier.    Thence  he  came 
I  to  Flartford  and  was  employed  by  G.  Atwood, 
!  florist,  and  after  two  years'  experience  here  he 
bought  his  present  place  in  Burnside,  from  Henry 
!  Harrison.   On    the   eight   acres    which  comprise 
I  this  home  he  has  erected  several  large  and  complete 
j  greenhouses.  At  first  he  gave  his  attention  to  market 
;  gardening,  but  finding  the  demand  for  flowers  in- 
creasing, he  transferred  his  energies  in  that  dircc- 
tion,  and  is  now  devoting  all  his  time  to  the  produc- 
j  tion  of  carnations  and  violets — two  specialties  witli 
I  which  he  is  very  successful. 

j  In  politics  Mr.  Atkins  is  liberal  in  local  matters, 
but  votes  with  the  Democratic  party  on  National 
questions.    He  belongs  to  no  secret  society,  and  in 
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rdig'ious  nialtcrs  he  is  a  Coni;rc^ationali>t,  attending 
the  Center  ehureli  at  East  llartlo'  J.  He  is  very 
conscientions  aiul  upriglit  in  his  dealings,  and  his 
success  in  business  is  an  evidence  of  tlie  higli  esteem 
in  which  he  is  hicld. 

ALLYX  M.  WIESOX.  a  i)roniinent  repre- 
sentative of  tlie  agricuhural  inieresis  of  the  town 
of  Windsor,  was  born  Xov.  21,  1S30,  at  wliat  is 
now  known  as  Wilson  Station,  of  whicli  lie  is  the 
founder  and  which  was  named  in  his  luinn:". 

The  Wilson  family  in  America  is  descended  from 
Rev.  John  Wilson,  who  came  frorii  England  and 
located  in  Boston.  The  branch  of  the  family  in 
Windsor  traces  its  anccstrv  back  to  Samuel  and 
•Mary  (Griffin)  ^\'ilson.  who  were  married  INIay  i, 
1672.  Their  son,  Deacon  John  Wilson,  was  born 
i\Iay  24,  16S6,  and  was  married,  June  16,  1709,  to 
]\lary  ^Marshall,  who  died  Aug.  10,  1774,  while  his 
dcatli  occurred  Feb.  11,  1772.  Joel  Wilson,  the 
son  of  this  worth)'  couple,  was  born  April  17,  1718, 
and  married  Abigail  Loomis.  Their  son,  Moses 
\\'ilson,  was  born  in  Windsor  Sent,  ii,  174S.  He 
was  a  short,  thick-set  man,  a  farmer  hv  occupation, 
and  resided  near  the  Green,  across  the  river  from 
Windsor  Center.  For  his  first  wife  he  married 
Huldah  Allyn.  who  died  ]\Iay  4,  1816,  and  he  later 
wedded  Wealthy  A.  Barnes.  His  death  occurred 
May  24,  1837.  By  the  first  union  Henry,  the  fa- 
ther of  our  subject,  was  born  in  17S5.  He  was 
reared  ?s  a  farmer  boy,  and  received  a  comnion- 
school  education.  When  a  young  man  he  was  em- 
ployed by  Dr.  Sill,  having  charge  of  that  gentle- 
man's farm,  and  while  there  was  married,  in  1S09, 
to  Miss  Eleanor  Loomis.  They  began  housekeep- 
ing upon  a  place  belonging  to  tliat  gentleman,  and 
in  181 1  located  on  the  farm  where  the  son  now 
lives,  wliich  at  that  time  was  also  owned  by  Dr. 
Sill.  Later  the  father  purchased  this  property,  to 
which  he  added  from  tiine  to  time,  as  his  financial 
resources  would  permit,  until  he  had  about  300 
acres  of  land.  For  some  years  he  and  his  eldest 
son,  Henry,  engaged  in  business  in  partnership  as 
farmers  and  brick  manufacturers.  He  was  thor- 
oughly a  self-made  man,  and  deserved  great  credit 
for  the  success  that  he  achieved  in  life.  He  weighed 
over  200  pounds,  was  quite  robust,  and  was  always 
a  hard  v.-orker.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat,  and 
took  an  active  interest  in  the  success  of  his  party. 
During  his  later  years  he  suffered  from  rhcunia- 
tism,  and  he  died  Feb.  17.  1849,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
four  years.  Llis  wife  departed  this  life  Oct.  13, 
1851,  at  the  age  of  sixty-lwo.  In  tlieir  family 
were  three  children:  (i)  Henry,  born  Feb.  10, 
1810,  died  Xov.  17,  1852.  (2)  Samuel,  born  in 
1827,  died  April  10.  182S.  (3)  Allyn  M.,  our 
subject,  is  the  youngest. 

Allyn  I\L  Wilson  began  his  education  in  the 
First  district  school,  which  school  in  those  days  was 
a  test  for  any  teacher's  discipline  and  too  great  a 
test  for  many  of  them.    Being  a  jolly  boy,  he  en- 


joyed his  school  days,  but  did  n.>t  take  as  kindly  to 
!  his  books  as  he  should.    Later  he  was  given  good 
i  school  jirivileges.  and  v.as  a  student  in  Windsor  \ 
i  and  \\"ill)rah:ini  Academies  and  a  private  scb.ool  at 
j  Ellington.    When  his  school  davs  were  over  he 
i  commenced  working  on  the  home  farm,  and  as  he 
I  was  o!iIy  eighteen  years  of  age  when  his  father 
died  lie  was  early  thrown  upon  his  own  resources. 
I  Like  many  of  the  farmers  at  tb.at  time  he  also  en- 
'  gaged  in  briekmaking.  and  in  later  years  was  very 
'  extensive! v  engaged  in  that  business,  and  manu- 
factured as  many  as  4.000.000  brick  in  o'.ie  season. 
He  luade  most  of  the  brick  for  the  large  insm-ance 
I  buildings  in  Hartford.    During  the  hard  times  of 
j  1S73  ^'^^  ^■'^^  \\\\.\\  severe  losses,  and  in  1876  retired 
!  from  the  business.    Then  for  a  number  of  vears  he 
raised  consitlerable  tobacco,  but  of  late  years  he  has 
I  devoted  his  energies  to  general  farming  almost  ex- 
clusively.   His  farm  comprises  one  hundred  acres, 
i  an.d  the  Xew  York,  XTew  Haven  t.*v  Hartford  rail- 
;  road  passes  through  the  place.    In  1870  ]\Ir.  Wilson 
]  conceived  the  idea  of  having  a  station  put  in  on 
'  his  premises,  and  canvassed  that  portion  of  the  town 
that  would  be  directly  benefited,  but  found  no 
;  supporters  willing  to  aid  him  financially.    X'ot  dis- 
i  couraged,  however,  he  and  his  two  nephews,  Sam- 
I  uel  FI.  and  Frederick  X.,  with  the  true  Wilson 
j  characteristic    "persistency,"    carried    the  matter 
i  through  bv  erecting  a  depot  at  their  own  expense, 
called  Wilson  Station;  they  also  furnished  the  com- 
pany three  acres  of  land  for  grading  purposes, 
and  in  consideration  the  company  agreed  to  stop 
'  four  trains  dailv  on  signal.    This  number  has  been 
1  increased  from  time  to  time  until  fourteen  are  now 
'  scheduled  to  stop.  At  this  time  they  opened  up  Wil- 
I  son  avenue  frrom  the  main  road  to  the  station.  Since 
i  then  Mr.  Wilson  has  sold  off  a  number  of  lots  at 
j  that  place,  making  of  it  a  pleasant  little  suburban. 
;  village.    He  is  widely  and  favorably  known,  and  as 
I  a  public-spirited  and  progressive  citizen  he  has  done 
j  much  to  advance  the  interests  of  his  community 
I  and  promote  the  public  welfare.    He  is  an  ardent 
'  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party,  but  never  a  pol- 
itician in  the  sense  of  office  seeking, 
j        On  Oct.  14,  1S53,  ]Mr.  \\'ilson  was  united  in 
!  marriage  with  Miss  Ellen  A.  Barber,  and  four  chil- 
I  dren  came  to  this  union,  namely:    (i)  Wilbur  A., 
j  born  June  30,  1855,  died  May  8.  1858.    (2)  Arthur 
I  M.,  born  Sept.  15,  1857,  was  married,  Oct.  21,  1884, 
j  to  Agnes  A.  Phelps,  and  is  now  vice-president  and 
j  treasurer  of  the  E.  S.  Kibbe  Co.,  wholesale  grocers, 
Hartford;  he  resides  at  the  home  of  his  father.  (3) 
\  Harry  H.,  born  Dec.  6,  1863,  died  Oct.  2,  1872. 
\  (4)  Leland  P.,  born  April  25,  1871,  was  married, 
Oct.  I,  189^,  to  X.  Belle  Dickson,  and  is  in  the 
employ  of  the  Connecticut  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  of 
Hartford,  living  in  a  house  adjoining  that  of  his 
parents.    The  Wilson  house,  where  our  subject  and 
I  Iiis  wife  have  jiassed  all  their  married  life,  has 
i  stood  for  nearly  150  years,  but  it  has  been  imjjroved 
many  times.    ^Irs.  Wilson  is  a  lover  of  jjlants,  and 
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fnuls  great  jiloasuri.'  lu  iIkmf  caro.  SIk"  was  the 
dauglUci"  of  Warren  Marsli  Barher,  a  native  e>t 
Windsor,  who  was  Imrn  Sept.  Ji,  iSoo,  and  married 
Sarah  Ciaylord,  who  died  when  Mrs.  Wilson,  their 
only  cliild,  was  lonrte.,n  wars  ol  age.  Mr.  J'.arher 
passed  away  in  1882. 

.  SAMl'liL  IlASri \r,S  STl-AI^XS.  The 
progress  of  a  coninmniiy  depends  no  less  up-)n  the 
public  spirit  of  its  citizens  tb.an  upon  their  character, 
and  the  thriving  little  citv  of  Xew  Uritain  is  to  be 
congratulated  upnn  being  able  to  call  into  its  service 
a  man  like  our  subject,  whose  sound,  conservative 
judgment  is  now  devoted  to  the  diUerent  problems 
conneced  with  the  constrnctie.n  cif  a  sewerage  dispo- 
/  sal  system  there.  As  ch.airman  of  the  sewer  commis- 
sioners he  has  shown  the  same  energy  and  ability 
which  have  won  him  success  in  business  life,  and 
the  interests  of  the  city  arc  entirely  safe  in  his 
hands. 

Mr.  Stearns  was  born  Dec.  14,  1851,  in  War- 
wick, !Mass.,  and  comes  of  good  Xew  England 
stock.  John  Stearns,  his  father,  was  born  Sept.  25, 
1819,  and  died  March  31,  1893  ;  his  wife,  IMary  Car- 
oline, born  July  12,  1S20,  died  July  19,  1888,  and 
both  dated  their  ancestors  back  over  two  hundred 
and  sixty  years  in  this  country.  Of  their  children, 
the  eldest,  Charles  H.,  born  Xov.  4,  1844,  died.  Se]3t. 
6,  1846;  Mary  Salina,  born  at  \\'inchester,  X.  II., 
Sept.  27,  1847,  died  March  25,  1892;  Yeaton  J., 
born  at  Winchester,  X.  H.,  ^lay  19,  1849,  resides  in 
New  Britain,  Conn. ;  Samuel  H.  comes  next  in  the 
order  of  birth ;  William  G.,  born  at  Westport,  April 
19.  1853.  died  June  3,  1855  ;  George  L.,  born  in  Brat- 
tleboro,  Vt.,  July  26,  1857,  is  now  employed  in  the 
New  Britain  machine  shops;  Hattie  Lucretia,  born 
in  Warwick,  May  25,  1S61,  married  William  \'. 
Andress,  of  X^'ew  Britain,  contractor  in  the  Stanley- 
Rule  &  Level  Co. 

Samuel  H.  Stearns  was  educated  chiefly  in  the 
schools  of  \\'arwick,but  also  attciided  school  in  Brat- 
tleboro,  A't.,  for  a  short  time,  his  parents  having  re- 
sided there  for  a  few  years  previous  to  1857.  He 
liad  excellent  common-school  advantages,  attending 
both  winter  and  summer,  and  also  studied  for  one 
term  in  the  Center  school  at  Warwick,  then  con- 
ducted by  a  clergyman  of  the  village.  C)n  leaving 
school,  at  the  age  of  eighteen, he  engaged  in  farming, 
continuing  until  his  removal  to  X'ew  Britain  in  1872, 
when  he  became  associated  with  his  father  in  the 
Stanley  Rule  &  Level  Co.,  as  contractor.  After 
four  years  he  entered  the  Union  Works  at  Xew 
Britain,  with  which  he  was  identified  for  twelve 
years ;  he  traveled  for  that  company  through  !\Iich- 
igan,  Indiana,  and  Ohio,  being  quite  successful  as  a 
salesman.  On  retiring  from  that  line  of  work  he 
soon  afterward  took  his  present  position  in  the  ma- 
chine room  of  the  rule  shop,  where  he  has  been  em- 
ployed about  twelve  years.  I-"or  ten  years  he  has 
served  as  president  of  the  Xew  Britain  Savings  & 
Loan  Association,  having  succeeded  the  first  prcsi- 


j  dient,  Ji.ihn  Dyson,  while  his  brother,  Yeaton  J.,  is 
I  secretary  of  the  society,    b'or  eigiu  years  lie  has 
'  been  i)resident  of  the  Sovercigi;  Trad.uig  Co.,  as  the 
;  choice  of  the  board  of  directors,  and  the  in^titution 
has  llourished  under  his  alile  atlministraiion.  num- 
bering at  present  jog  members.    As  he  is  fond  of 
reading  he  has  kept  well  posted  on  the  questions  of 
the  day,  and  tor  years  lie  has  been  one  of  the  lead- 
ing advisers  of  the  local  Republican  organization.  At 
one  time  he  was  a  member  of  the  Republican  town 
committee,  and  his  influence  in  municipal  affairs  is 
shown  by  his  election  as  a  member  of  the  common 
council  previous  to  his  appointment  to  his  present 
j  duties,  at  the  head  of  the  Sewer  commission, 
j       yiv.  Stearns  married  Miss  Florence  H.  Jackson, 
j  a  daughter  of  Galen  Jackson,  a  native  of  ?\Iassachu- 
sctts,  and  two  children  have  blessed  this  union: 
George  F.,  who  graduated  from  the  Philadelphia 
Dental  College  ^Lrx  4,  1900,  and  opened  an  office  in 
Xew  Britain  ;  and  Eva  F.,  a  graduate  of  Xew  Brit- 
ain High  School  June  19,  1900,  now  at  home.  The 
family  is  prominent  in  social  life,  and  ^Ir.  Stearns 
is  a  member  of  flarmony  Lodge,  Xo.  20,  F.  &  A. 
in  which  he  was  master  for  two  years. 

GEORGE  W.  BARXES,  an  honored  citizen  of 
the  town  of  \\'indsor,  and  a  worthy  representative 
of  its  aerieultnral  interests,  was  born  in  the  house 
where  he  now  lives,  Feb.  i,  184T,  a  son  of  William 
and  Catherine  C.  (Hillyer)  Barnes.  His  grandfa- 
ther, Abel  Barnes,  was  a  resident  of  Waterloo,  X". 
Y.,  at  one  time,  and  was  employed  in  the  mills  at 
that  place,  but  the  greater  part  of  his  life  was  de- 
i  voted  to  farming  in.  V\  indsor  town,  where  his  death 
I  occurred.  He  married  Abigail  Heath,,  and  to 
i  them  were  born  four  children,  namely;  AWlliam, 
father  of  our  subject;  Josepli  B.,  wlio  was  for  a 
term  of  3-ears  superintendent  of  the  county  building 
at  Hartford,  but  is  now  a  resident  of  Springfield, 
^lass. ;  Harriet,  widow  of  William  Allen,  of  Bloom- 
field,  Conn. ;  and  Julia  A.,  who  married  Oliver  W. 
^Marshall,  and  died  in  Windsor. 

\\'illiam  Barnes  was  born  at  A\'arehouse  Point, 
East  Windsor  town,   Hartford  countv,  and  was 
I  reared  in  much  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  boys  of 
his  day,  his  education  being  acquired  in  the  common 
schools.    He  was  always  handy  with  tools,  but  never 
learned  a  trade,  and  remained  at  home  until  h.is  mar- 
I  riage.  He  wedded  iNIiss  Catherine  C.  Hillyer,  a  na- 
I  tive  of  Granby,  and  a  daughter  of  Theodore  Hillyer, 
who  was  a  farmer,  and  served  as  guard  for  some 
-  years  at  the  old  State  prison  at  East  Granby.  After 
j  his  marriage  ^Ir.  Barnes  resided  for  a  time  with  his 
j  biother-in-law,  John  Hillyer.  for  wdiom  he  worked 
j  as  a  wheelwright,  and  later  followed  the  same  trade 
ir;  shops  at  different  {)laces.    Early  in  the  'forties 
lie  embarked  in  the  manufacture  of  brick,  and  made 
I  l"iis  home  longest  at  the  ]jlace  where  our  subject  now 
!  resides.    He  was  a  well-informed  man,  but  almost 
I  wholly  self-educated,  and  in  politics  was  first  a 
'  \\  hig  and  later  a  Republican.    Although  an  ardent 
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advocate  of  the  principles  of  his  partv,  lie  declined 
all  ofTleial  honors,  as  his  ambitions  did  not  lie  along" 
■political  lines,  bnt  he  uas  well  known  and  highly 
respected.  Phvsical'y  he  weighed  230  jiountls,  and 
was  five  feet,  ten  inches,  in  height,  lie  died  at  the 
ag'c  of  tifty-eight.  iuul  his  wife  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
three,  and  both  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  I'oqnonock 
cemetery.  In  their  family  were  two  children,  the 
only  danghter  being  Mary  E.,  now  the  widow  of 
Elijihalet  Ladd,  of  Poqnonock. 

George  ^^^  Barnes,  the  only  ^on.  was  fonr  years 
old  when  his  parents  first  located  in  Poqnonock,  and 
there  he  began  his  education,  bnt  two  years  later 
they  removed  to  Granhy,  in  the  schools  of  which 
place  he  continued  his  studies  until  he  was  nine, 
when  they  settled  on  the  farm  in  Windsor  town, 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  He  attended 
Windsor  Academy  and  the  high  school  at  Poqno- 
nock, and  completed  his  education  at  Suffield,  Conn. 
He  successfully  engaged  in  teaching-  school,  for  two 
winters  in  district  Xo.  7,  and  one  winter  in  district 
Ko.  6,  both  in  \\'indsor  town,  and  in  the  former 
received  only  $18  per  month  and  had  to  board  him- 
self. In  September,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company 
A,  22nd  Conn.  V.  I.,  and  remained  in  the  service 
until  July  7,  1863,  participating-  in  all  the  engage- 
ments in  which  the  regiment  took  part.  At  first  he 
v.as  sergeant  of  Company  A,  but  later  became  sec- 
ond lieutenant  of  Company  D,  the  same  regi- 
ment. 

In  December,  1863.  'Sir.  Barnes  was  united  in 
marriage  with  3iliss  Celeste  H.  Alford,,  of  Poquo- 
riock,  daughter  of  Euclid  and  I\Iary  E.  (Keeney) 
Alford,  and  two  sons  have  been  born  of  this  union: 
Fred  a  farmer  of  ^^'indsor  town ;  and  Arthur 
G.,  an  electrician.  For  a  few  years  after  his  mar- 
riage our  subject  was  engaged  in  farming  in  part- 
nership with  his  father,  and  later  was  interested  in 
the  patent-right  business,  selling  the  Kelley  patent 
force-pump,  with  headquarters  it  Columbus,  Ohio. 
Returning  to  Windsor  in  1867,  he  resumed  farming, 
but  of  recent  years  has  lived  retired  from  active 
labor,  though  he  still  occupies  the  old  homestead, 
which  is  one  of  the  most  desirable  farms  of  the  lo- 
cality. 

The  Republican  party  has  alwavs  found  in  'Sir. 
Barnes  a  stanch  supporter  of  its  principles,  and  from 
1872  until  1S82  was  its  only  supporter  in  the  7th 
district.  He  has  ever  taken  quite  an  active  and  prom- 
inent part  in  local  politics ;  has  served  his  fellow 
citizens  as  a  member  of  the  Legislature  and  as  select- 
man, and  has  been  either  registrar  or  deputy  regis- 
trar of  voters  ever  since  that  (^ffice  was  created.  He 
is  general  agent  for  the  Hartford  County  Tobacco 
Growers  Insurance  Co.,  which  insures  against  dam- 
age by  hail.  He  is  a  man  of  wide  acquaintance,  is 
one  of  the  best  known  and  most  highly  respected  cit- 
izens of  his  connnunity ;  is  a  cliarter  mcml)cr  of  Po- 
qnonock Grange;  and  also  belongs  to  Tyler  Post, 
No.  50,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Hartford. 


:  MAURICE  SULLIWVX,  a  prominent  baker 
i  and  liveryman  of  Thoinpsonville,  deserves  classi- 
;  fication  among  those  purelv  self-made  men  of  Hart- 
fc>rd  county  who  have  distinguished  themselves  for 
I  their  ability  to  wrest  from  fate  a  large  measure 
j  of  success  and  an  honorable  name.  He  was  born 
I  in  County  Limerick,  Ireland,  I^Iarch  17,  184S,  a  son 
!  of  John  and  Mary  (Sullivan)  Sullivan,  came  to 
I  the  L'nited  States  in  1857,  and  located  in  Thompson- 
I  ville.  Conn., where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  received 
I  a  public-school  education. 

i  Ai  the  age  of  fourteen  Mr.  Sullivan  entered 
the  employ  of  Robert  ^IcCr^iue.  as  a  peddler  of 
vegetables,  remaining  with  him  several  years,  and 

i  then  embarked  in  business  for  himself  as  a  dealer 

j  in  fish,  and  later  as  a  dealer  in  silver  and  tinware 
for  seven  years.  In  1877  he  became  interested  in 
the  bakery  business,  in  which  he  has  since  success- 
fully contimied,  liaving  the  only  establishment  of 
the  kind  in  Thompsonville,  and  for  a  period  of 
about  fifteen  years  he  has  conducted  a  livery  stable. 

:  He  is  also  identified  with  several  of  the  principal 
industries  of  the  town,  and  is  accounted  one  of 
the  most  energetic,  enterprising  and  progressive 
business  men  of  the  community. 

IMr.  Sullivan  was  married,  April  26,  1878,  to 
Miss  Mary  Jane  Clarke,  a  daughter  of  Patrick  and 
Ellen  Clarke,  of  Thompsonville,  formerly  of  New- 
York.  They  have  six  children  living:  Agnes,  Will- 
iam, Ellen,  Mary,  ]\Iaurice  and  Jolm.  The  family 
hold  membership  in  St.  Patrick's  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  and  Mr.  Sullivan  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians  and  the  Knights  of 
Columbus.  Politically  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  he 
has  served  two  terms  as  selectman  of  Enfield.  The 
success  that  he  has  achieved  in  life  is  due  ciitireb' 
to  his  own  well-directed  eft'orts,  and  he  has  accum- 
ulated a  handsome  competence. 

GEORGE  H.  HALE,  the  well-known  horti- 
culturist of  South  Glastonbury,  is  the  owner  of 
"The  Elms,"  a  noted  nursery,  and  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  famous  Hale  Georgia  Orchard  Co., 
the  most  extensive  fruit  growers  in  the  world.  His 
homestead  at  .South  Glastonbury  has  been  in  the 
family  for  250  years,  his  ancestors  having  been 
pioneers  in  Plartford  county,  and  in  his  genealogy 
many  names  app(?ar  which  were  honored  in  their 
day  and  generation. 

The  Hale  family  is  supposed  to  have  originated 
in  Wales,  and  tradition  says  that  the  men  of  the 
name  have  always  been  noted  for  their  size  and 
strength.  The  Ilales  of  Glastonbury  are  descended 
from  two  brothers,  Thomas  and  Samuel,  who  came 
to  Connecticut  at  an  early  date.  Samuel  Plale,  our 
i  subject's  direct  ancestor  in  the  seventh  generation, 
was  at  Hartford  in  1637,  and  received  "the  lot" 
for  services  in  the  Pequod  war.  In  1639  owned 
land  in  Hartford  on  the  cast  side  of  the  river,  but 
in  1643  lie  was  a  resident  of  Wethersfield.  In  1655 
he  resided  in  Norwalk,  and  although  he  returned  to 
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W'clhci  ^fiold  in  lOtio  ho  did  not  soil  all  his  proporty 
in  Xorwalk  boloro  iOi».).  W'hilo  rosiding-  in  Xor- 
walk  ho  roprosontod  thai  tcnvn  hi  iho  Gonoral  Court 
in  1650-57  and  lOi-o.  Aitor  liis  retina  io  \\\'thors- 
r.old  ho  hired  iho  Gov.  Welles  estate  from  tho  "'Ovor- 
soors,"  which  appears  to  have  been  on  tho  ecst  side 
of  tho  river,  according;'  to  testiitiony  in  a  case  for 
damage  from  want  of  repairs,  tried  in  1671.  It 
ir.ay  servo  to  throw  light  upon  the  conveniences  of 
those  days  to  mention  that  this  house  had  no  stairs 
leading-  into  the  chamber,  the  second  stor_\'  being 
reached  bv  means  of  a  ladder.  Sanuiel  Hal  e  '.lied  in 
1693.  His  wife's  name  was  j\Iary,  and  they  had 
eight  children,  as  follows:  I\lartha,  born  1643; 
Samuel,  born  1645;  John,  born  1647  (niarried  Han- 
nah ■  — ,  in   160S,  and  died  July   19,   1709)  ; 

Mary,  born  1649;  Rebeckah.  born  165 1;  Thomas, 
born  1653  (married  Xaomi  Kiibornc,  and  died  Dec. 
23,  1723)  ;  Ebcnezer,  born  July  29,  1061  ;  and 
Dorothy. 

Lieut.  Samuel  Hale,  born  in  1645,  ^'^^^  Xov.  iS, 
171 1.  He  was  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  Glas- 
toiiburv  in  his  day,  serving"  as  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  as  deputy  to  the  General  Court  from  1695  to 
1706.  In  the  Colonial  Records  the  following  ap- 
pears: "This  court  coniirms  Sergeant  Samuel 
Welles  Captain  of  the  train  band  in  the  town  of 
Glastonbury,  Sergeant  Samuel  Hale  lietitenant  and 
to  be  commissioned  accordingly."  Lieut.  Samuel 
Hale  was  married  first  in  1679  to  Ruth,  daughter 
of  Thomas  Edwards.  She  died  Dec.  26,  16S2,  and 
he  iTi?.rried  ^lary,  datighter  of  Capt.  Samuel  Welles. 
His  second  wife  survived  him,  and  died  Feb.  18, 
1715.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had  three  children: 
Samuel,  who  never  married ;  2\Iary,  who  married 
John  Day,  of  Colchester;  and  Ruth,  born  Dec.  i, 
1681,  who  married  Thomas,  son  of  Eleazer  Kim- 
berly.  By  the  second  marriage  there  were  four 
children:  Jonathan,  born  Aug.  21,  1696,  was  mar- 
ried Nov.  28,  17 1 7,  to  Sarah,  daughter  of  Deacon 
Benj.  Talcott,  and  died  July  2,  1772;  David,  born 
Jan.  7,  1700,  died  ^March  31,  1718;  Joseph,  born 
July  10,  1702,  died  Aug.  4,  1702;  Benjamin  is  men- 
tioned below. 

Benjamin  Hale,  born  July  22,  1707,  died  July 
22,  1784.  Llis  wife,  Hannah  Talcott,  was  born  Oct. 
16,  1706,  and  died  Feb.  6,  1796. 

Gideon  Hale,  son  of  Benjamin,  was  born  Dec. 
30,  1736,  and  died  Oct.  10,  181 2.  He  married  I^Iary 
White,  who  was  of  the  fifth  generation  in  descent 
from  Elder  John  White,  of  "Mayflower"  fame,  and 
they  had  children  as  follows:  (i)  Hezekiah  mar- 
ried Parmelia  Coleman,  daughter  of  Dr.  Asap  and 
Mary  (Wright)  Coleman.  Dr.  Coleman  served  as 
surgeon  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  first  under  Col. 
Thomas  Belden,  and  later  under  Col.  H.  Wood- 
bridge.  He  also  served  several  terms  as  representa- 
tive in  the  General  Assembly.  (2)  Ebenezer  mar- 
ried Sarah  Cornwall,  of  Portland.  (4)  Elias  mar- 
ried Jane  McColland,  and  located  in  Towanda, 
Penn.,  where  he  practiced  law.    (5)  Reuben  mar- 


ried a  Miss  Tracy,  of  Norwich,  and  settled  in  To- 
wanda, Penn.  (o)  }*[arv  married  Solomon  Cole, 
a  cabinet  maker  of  Glastonbury.  (7  )  Amelia  niar- 
:  ricd  Aaron  Kinno,  a  scl.ool  teacher  and  a  graduate 
;  or  Yale  College.  (8 )  Anna  married  Samuel  Welles, 
I  father  of  Thaddeus  and  Gideon  Welles.  (9)  Han- 
;  nail  married  Samuel  Welles.'  (lo)  Esther  and  (11) 
i  N^i'icy  both  died  uninarricd. 

!  Ebcnezer  Hale  was  the  next  in  the  line  of  de- 
I  scent,  and  he  and  his  wife,  Sarah  Cornwall,  daugh- 
j  tor  of  Nathaniel  and  Jorusha  (Foote)  Cornwall,  of 
Portland,  had  the  following  children :  Louisa  mar- 
ried a  !Mr.  Coe,  of  Winsted ;  Caroline  married  Asa 
Foote,  of  Saybrook ;  ]\Iary  Ann  married  Benjamin 
Taylor,  postmaster,  and  a  prominent  citizen  in  his 
time;  Sarah  married  Julius  Hubbard;  Henry  mar- 
ried ]Mary  Hollister ;  Elias  married  r\Irs.  Anna  Lee 
(ucc  Jackson),  and  settled  in  New  York:  Joseph 
married  Clarissa  Tryon,  of  South  Glastonbury; 
John  ,\.ugustiis  is  mentioned  more  ftilly  below; 
Emily  and  William  both  died  in  childhood. 

John  Augustus  Hale,  our  stibject's  father,  was 
born  March  21,  1821,  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by 
our  stibject's  brother,  J.  H.  Hale.  After  a  district- 
school  course  he  attended  Norwich  Academy,  at 
Norwich,  Vt.,  and  on  leaving  school  he  secured  a 
position  as  clerk  in  the  Hartford  post  ofiice,  where 
he  remained  some  time.  He  then  entered  the  employ 
of  the  ^E^tna  Insurance  Co.,  as  an  adjuster,  and  later 
became  general  agent,  a  position  which  he  held  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  in  1855.  Flad  he  lived  he 
would  doubtless  have  become  immensely  wealthy, 
lie  married  Henrietta  ^loseley,  a  native  of  Glaston- 
bury, and  a  daughter  of  George  W.  and  Mary 
(Wright)  ]\Ioseley ;  she  died  Dec.  6,  1879.  Four 
children  were  born  to  their  tmion :  Isabelle  C, 
]\Iary  M.,  George  H.  (our  subject),  and  John 
Howard. 

George  H.  Hale  was  born  Oct.  15,  1850,  at  his 
present  homo,  and  received  only  a  limited  educa- 
tion, mtich  of  his  time  in  boyhood  having  been  spent 
in  cloing  "chores"  on  the  farm.  As  he  was  but  a 
cnild  when  his  father  died,  the  necessity  for  earning 
a  livelihood  was  among  his  earliest  impressions, 
and  he  and  his  brother  John  H.  sought  many  ways 
by  which  they  might  add  to  the  family  income.  The 
old  farm  offered  a  field  for  experiment,  and  their 
present  extensive  business  began  with  a  small  straw- 
berry bed,  which  brought  them  eight  or  ten  dollars. 
A  hoe,  a  shovel,  and  a  spade  were  their  only  tools, 
and  a  push  cart,  borrowed  from  a  neighbor  and, 
afterward  ptirchased  for  a  dollar,  was  the  only 
means  of  tran.->portation,  their  present  magnificently 
equipped  system  affording  a  striking  contrast,  as  the 
following  items  will  show:  'Jdicir  frtiit  farm  at 
South  Glastonbury,  Conn.,  contains  200  acres,  and 
about  36,000  trees;  at  Seymour,  Conn.,  100  acres, 
and  20,000  trees;  at  Fort  \'alley,  Ga.,  2,160  acres, 
jilantcd  with  335,000  trees,  the  biggest  orchard  in 
the  world.  In  the  Georgia  orcliard  there  are  250,- 
000  trees  in  a  single  blocic,  the  view  from  the  central 
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jiaokinj;-  shod  sliowiiig-  the  laryvst  collection  of  peach  j 
trees  in  the  world.  A  lorn;-  dav"s  drive  is  necessarv  i 
'lo  cover  all  the  avenues  ot  the  orchard,  about  thirtv  1 
miles.  A  special  railroad  track  runs  direct  to  the  j 
packing  house,  and  s|)i.cial  peach  express  trains 
carry  the  crop  lo  distribuiiny  poinis  on  limited 
schedule.  The  evaporating-  house  has  a  capacity 
of  six  hundred  bushels  of  second  grade  fruit  daily, 
so  that  only  the  liest  need  be  sent  to  market.  Two 
hundred  special  refrigerator  cars  arc  in  service  from 
orchard  to  market.  One  hundred  thousand  crates 
and  six  hundred  thou  ■-and  baskets  were  recjuired  to 
transport  the  fruit  crop  of  iSoS.  L"])ward  of  a 
million  "red  labels"  were  required  for  cars,  crates 
and  baskets,  so  that  customers  might  be  sure  that 
they  were  getting  Hale's  peaches.  The  labels  and 
circulars  themselves  weigh  more  than  two  tons, 
and  would  cover  a  two-foot  path  over  thirty  miles 
long  if  spread  out.  The  operating  of  the  Georgia 
orchard  for  the  season  of  about  six  weeks  ret][uir5s 
a  regular  expenditure,  before  the  fruit  reaches  the 
consumer,  for  labor,  packages,  labels,  freights,  ice, 
etc.,  of  about  ?2,75o  each  day.  There  are  two  large 
packing  houses,  with  capacity  of  assorting  and  pack- 
ing ten  thousand  six-basket  crates  of  peaches  daily. 
A  single  day's  pick  is  often  over  one  million  peaches, 
■each  handled  separately  three  times.  Seven  hun- 
dren  people,  and  one  hundred  horses  and  mules, 
are  kept  busy  each  day  in  the  height  of  the  season 
to  get  fruit  into  the  cars.  ''Red  Label  Hotel"  lodges 
two  hundred  of  the  workmen,  and  there  are  twenty 
tenement  houses  in  the  orchard,  with  "camping 
grounds''  for  the  rest.  In  1S97,  an  exceptionally 
good  year  for  peaches,  the  gross  receipts  from  all 
the  company's  interests  amounted  to  $97,000,  the 
nursery  stock  selling  for  about  Sio,ooo.  Travelers 
regard  the  Georgia  orchard  as  a  most  interesting 
sight,  and  a  writer  in  "Harper's  Bazaar"  has  said: 
"Nowhere  else  are  there  such  peach  orchards,  and 
when  one  takes  in  hand  a  great  ruddy-streaked, 
golden  peach,  wrapped  in  blushing  velvet,  tinted 
"by  the  sun  as  lavishly  as  the  West  is  at  fall  of  day,  its 
rich  flesh  dripping  with  luciousncss,  with  that  bitter- 
sweet and  honey-tart  flavor  which  belongs  to  all 
the  other  delicious  things  of  life,  as  well  the  imma- 
terial as  the  material,  one  is  tempted,  for  a  moment, 
to  think  that  if  America  has  done  no  more  for  the 
world's  pleasure,  it  would  have  done  enough  in  this." 

The  production  of  such  peaches  is  only  accom- 
plished by  intelligent  supervision,  thorough  culture 
at  all  tinies,  liberal  feeding  with  proper  plant  food, 
annual  pruning,  and  thinning  out  of  surplus  fruit 
so  that  the  market  crop  may  be  perfect  in  size  and 
"beauty.  When  fruit  is  "ripe  unto  the  harvest," 
pickers  who  are  trained  to  know'  a  matured  peach 
at  sight,  under  the  leadership  of  a  foreman  for  each 
gang  of  ten,  carefully  pick  the  ripe  fruit  from  the 
tree,  placing  it  in  broad  low  baskets,  with  the  ticket 
■number  of  the  picker  in  each  basket.  Low-down, 
soft-spring  v/agons,  going  about  all  the  time,  haul 
the  fruit  quickly  to  the  broad,  cool  packing  house,  ' 


j  and  there  nimble-lingered,  bright-eyed  girls  assort 
j  the  fruit  into  proper  grades  and  sizes.  Several 
1  foremen  constantly  inspect  tl:e  grading,  and  if  un- 
j  ri[)e  or  bruised  fruit  is  fuund  in  an\-  basket  the 
numbered  ticket  indic;ites  the  jiicker  who  is  re- 
sponsible, and  a  I'leld  friremnn  gallijps  away  to  right 
matters.  h'nim  the  l>ruad  can\'as  trays  of  the 
graders  skilled  packers  gently  but  firmly  place  the 
peaches  in  the  baskets,  with  perfect  fruit  from  top 
to  bottom,  and  every  package  just  as  full  as  it  c;m 
be  crowdetl.  Six  baskets  go  to  tlie  crate,  and  each 
basket  is  the  same  all  tlic  way  through.  Each 
crate  as  finished  bears  the  ticket  number  of  the 
packer,  so  that  when  it  reaches  the  last  inspector's 
table  it  is  sent  back  for  repacking  by  the  proper 
packer  if  anything  is  v.Tong.  Finally,  after  run- 
ning the  gauntlet  of  fotu"  inspections,  it  is  nailetl  up 
and  transferred  to  a  clean  refrigator  car,  often  in 
less  than  an  hour  after  the  ruddy  cheek  of  the 
peach  has  signalled  its  ripeness  to  the  picker  in  the 
orchard.  No  other  orchard  has  any  such  system, 
and  thus  it  is  that  Hale's  Peaches  are  "Always  best 
in  market." 

Our  subject  owns  a  one-fourth  interest  in  the 
Georgia  orchard,  but  has  not  taken  an  active  part 
in  the  management  since  1S96.  He  is  a  keen  and 
far-sighted  business  man,  conservative  in  his 
methods,  and  as  a  good  citizen  he  has  been  active  in 
local  affairs.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  He 
belongs  to  Glastonbury  Grange,  and  attends  the 
Congregational  Church,  of  which  his  wife  is  a 
member. 

On  Oct.  29,  18S9,  r^Ir.  Hale  was  married  to 
i\Iiss  Emma  Shipman,  daughter  of  Charles  Ship- 
man,  a  farmer  in  South  Glastonbury,  and  they  have 
one  child,  ]\Iarjorie. 

HON.  CHARLES  DENTER  BENT,  a  well- 
known  and  popular  citizen  of  Enfield,  is  a  native  of 
Hartford  county,  born  in  Thompsonvilie  Dec.  8, 
1850,  and  is  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Fannie  (Cutler) 
Bent,  natives  of  Neponset,  !Mass..  and  Brook! ine, 
Vt.,  respectivelv.  His  paternal  grandfather  was 
William  Bunt,  of  Neponset,  [Mass.,  and  his  maternal 
grandfather  was  Jonathan  Cutler,  a  farmer  of 
Brookline,  Joseph  Bent,  who  was  a  blacksmith 
by  trade,  settled  in  Thompsonvilie,  Conn.,  about 
184S,  and  there  conducted  a  blacksmith  shop,  also 
dealing  in  carriages  and  wagons,  for  almost  thirtv- 
five  years.  He  died  Feb.  24,  188S.  His  children 
were  Charles  D.,  Joseph  A.,  and  Herbert  N.  (de- 
ceased). 

Reared  in  Enfield,  Charles  D.  Bent  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools  of  that  town  and  in  the 
Woodstock  Academy,  \\"oodstock,  \"t.  During  his 
youth  he  learned  the  trades  of  a  wood  worker  and 
carriage  painter. which  he  followed  fi)r  tvventv  \ears. 
After  the  death  of  his  father  he  and  his  brother 
carried  on  the  carriage  business  in  Thompsonvilie 
for  two  vears,  and  then  removed  to  Pittsfield.  Mass., 
'  where,  under  the  firm  name  of  Bent  Bros.,  they 
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conducted  a  carria,i;-e  s'lop  for  a  year  and  a  half.  As 
their  plant  was  destroyed  by  lire,  our  subject  re- 
turned to  Thompsonville  and  j  urchased  the  livery 
business  of  the  late  B.  F.  Lord,  which  he  l;as  since 
successfullv  conducti^d.  He  has  won  success  by 
his  well-directed,  cnerg-etic  cltoris,  and  the  pros- 
pcritv  that  has  conic  to  him  is  certainly  merited. 

On  Oct.  28,  1S74,  Mr.  Beni  married  2vliss 
Emily,  daughter  of  Samuel  D.  and  Eliza  (Clark) 
Holcomb,  of  Enheld.  She  died  Dec.  24.  1S76,  and 
Mr.  Bent  was  again  married,  Oct.  28,  1S93,  his 
second  union  being  with  Miss  Annie  ]  larvcy,  a 
dauglitcr  of  Park  B.  and  Alathier  (Humphrey) 
Harvey,  of  Stafford,  Conn.  In  religious  belief  our 
subject  is  a  Univcrsalist,  and  in  jiolitical  sentiment 
he  is  a  Republican.  l"or  two  vcars  he  served  as  a 
member  of  the  grand  jury  from  Enfield;  he  was 
elected  to  represent  that  town  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature during  the  session  of  1899-1900,  and  on 
Nov.  6,  1900,  was  re-elected  to  the  Legislature  of 
1901.  He  is  lield  in  high  regard  by  all  who  have 
the  pleasure  of  h.is  acquaintance,  and  his  friends 
in  Hartford  county  are  legion. 

EPHRALNI  ROOD,  the  experienced  contractor 
and  builder  of  East  Hartford,  is  a  native  of  New 
London  county,  Conn.,  and  was  born  in  Colchester, 
Sept.  I,  1S36,  the  seventh  of  the  ten  children  born  to 
Alfred  and  Sarah  (Sawyer)  Rood. 

Alfred  Rood,  the  father,  was  born  in  Colchester, 
Conn.,  in  1796,  was  a  farmer  all  his  life,  and  reared 
his  large  family  in  respectability,  a^  they  all  proved 
to  be  good  citizens  wherever  they  resided.  3ilr. 
Rood  was  a  very  large  powerfully  built  man,  and  ca- 
pable of  doing  a  wonderful  amount  of  work ;  he  met 
his  death,  by  drowning  in  Xewtown's  Pond  (now 
Haywod's  Lake),  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years. 
To  his  marriage,  in  1814,  with  Sarah  Saw-yer,  wdio 
was  born  in  Hadlyme,  Conn.,  in  1797,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Ephraim  Sawyer,  children  were  born 
in  the  following  order :  Rufus,  who  first  married 
Selina  Sedgwick  and  later  wedded  Amy  Tucker, 
was  the  villagre  blacksmith  of  Windham  for  fifty 
years,  and  died  in  1892;  3.1arv  was  married  to  Na- 
than Cobb,  and  lived  and  died  in  Rockford,  111.,  John, 
a  painter  by  trade,  married  Susan  Rich,  of  Plainfield, 
and  died  in  South  Windham ;  \\'illiam,  an  iron 
worker,  married  INIary  Carpenter,  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  died  in  Providence,  that  State,  in  1890;  Henry, 
a  blacksmith,  married  Abbie  Fowler,  of  Moodus,  and 
died  in  Cobalt,  Conn. ;  Asa,  a  sailor,  was  a  natural 
musician,  and  could  play  any  instrument  he  ever 
saw  or  any  tune  he  ever  heard  (  he  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-three  years,  of  consumption  contracted  by 
being  in  the  water  overnight,  through  the  cruelty  of 
his  captain,  off  Van  Dieman's  Land,  when  Sir  John 
Franklin  was  governor  of  that  island)  ;  Ephraim, 
our  subject,  was  next  in  order  of  birth;  Alfred,  a 
burnisher  by  trade,  married  Harriet  Taylor,  and 
lived  a  long  time  in  South  Itoston,  Mass.,  but  died 
in  Chelsea,  ]\Iass.,  and  is  buried  in  family  lot  in 


\\"indham ;  Harrison  Tyler,  a  blacksmith  by  trade, 
married  Louisa  Simons,  served  all  through  tlie  Civil 
v.ar  in  the  Twenty-first  Conn.  \  .  I.,  Company  D. 
and  dicil  in  1891,  at  South  Windham,  Conn.;  and 
Annie  Temi)le,  the  youngest  chikl,  died  in  New- 
York  at  the  age  of  seven  years,  her  remains  being 
interred  in  Cypress  Hill  cemetery.  Long  Island. 

Ephraim  Rood,  his  parents  not  being  wealthy, 
attended  school  oidy  four  winters  of  three  months 
each,  from  thirteen  to  seventeen  vcars  of  age.  He 
obtained  his  education  by  asking  questions  of  min- 
i-'-.ters  and  doctors,  and  by  reading  street  signs  and 
bill  boards  as  he  passed  along.  He  was  very  studi- 
ous and  ambitious,  was  a  constant  reader  and  de- 
voted to  self-culture,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
passed  an  examination  and  was  granted  a  license 
to  teach,  following  the  vocation  from  1853  until  1872, 
a  period  of  nineteen  years,  in  Scotland,  Willimantic, 
Lebanon,  South  Windsor,  Hartford  and  East  Hart- 
ford, East  Hartford  ]\Ieadow,  ^Manchester  and  Cov- 
entry. In  East  Hartford  he  taught  ten  terms  in 
the  brick  school  house  near  which  Arthur  }>Ioore  now 
lives ;  in  Manchester  he  taught  the  graded  school ; 
in  Hartford  was  principal  of  the  Northeast  district 
school,  and  at  Coventry  taught  the  high  school  near 
the  Nathan  Hale  monument. 

In  1872  Mr.  Rood  began  his  present  business 
of  carpenter,  contractor  and  builder,  having  begun 
learning  the  trade  in  New  York  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen years,  finishing  it  While  a  school  teacher.  He  is 
naturally  a  mechanic,  contracts  for  the  stone  and 
brick  work  for  the  buildings  which  he  erects,  as  well 
as  the  carpenter  work,  and  frequently  removes  build- 
ings already  constrticted,  from  one  spot  to  another. 

In  1857  yir.  Rood  married  ?vliss  \'era  A. 
Stearns,  of  Mansfield,  who  bore  him  two  children : 
Alice,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-three,  and  was 
buried  at  Willimantic;  and  Alfred,  a  machinist  of 
Hartford,  is  married  to  Crusia  Pebbles,  who  has 
borne  him  two  children,  \'era  and  Alfred.  Mrs. 
Vera  A.  Rood  died  in  1865,  and  later  Mr.  Rood 
married  ]\Iiss  Louisa  L.  Roby,  daughter  of  Ebenezer 
and  Laura  IM.  (Bowker)  Roby,  and  born 
in  Cambridge,  jNIass.  The  parents  of  this  lady 
died  when  she  was  very  young,  and  she  was  reared 
in  the  home  of  Rev.  Rufus  Smith  until  her  mar- 
riage. To  this  union  have  been  born  two  children, 
Edward  Storrs  and  Annie  Louise.  The  son.  Ed- 
ward S.,  who  was  born  Oct.  25,  1867,  was  a  man  of 
magnificent  physique,  was  a  carpenter  and  sailor, 
and  died  of  measles  IMarch  16,  1891.  The  daugh- 
ter, Annie  Louise,  born  Nov.  21,  1872,  was  mar- 
ried to  Robert  C.  Lawson,  July  22,  1891.  'Mr. 
Lawson  is  a  trusted  clerk  at  Pope's  bicycle  factory, 
is  cx-councilman  from  the  Sixth  ward,  and  an  ex- 
member  of  the  city  amusement  committee. 

Mr.  Rood  has  been  identified  with  the  enterprises 
of  East  Hartford  for  many  years,  and  has  always 
been  a  most  useful  citizen.  liberal  in  his  political 
views,  he  has  nevertheless  served  as  town  clerk  for 
six  years;  registrar  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths; 
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trial  Justice  for  ton  years,  and  grand  juror  for  twen- 
ty years.  He  lias  also  delivered  many  temperance 
lectures  throvigiuuit  \e\v  England  ;  is  an  orator  of 
more  than  ordinary  eloquence,  and  jKissesses  a  sur- 
prisingly retenti\e  nicnior}'.  wliich  he  can  call  upon 
any  moment  to  lurni.^h  him  with  interesting  reminis- 
cences and  annising  aneciloies.  lie  is  not  a  member 
of  any  secret  society,  but  is  an  attendant  at  St.  John's 
Episcopal  Church,  of  which  }^Irs.  Rood  has  long 
been  a  devout  member.  >Ie  is  one  of  the  best- 
known  residents  of  the  town,  and  respected  most 
where  b>.'St  knov>n. 

In  1S94,  when  X'ed  ^Murphy,  the  great  temper- 
ance orator  was  lecturing  in  Connecticut  on  gospel 
temperance  reform,  he  fell  in  with  Mr.  Rood  while 
holding  a  series  of  forty  meetings  in  Hartford.  A 
strong  friendship  sprung  up  between  them,  and  for 
years  after,  if  Murphy  came  within  one  hundred 
miles  of  Hartford,  ]Mr.  Rood  was  there ;  and  in  two 
cities  where  Mr.  ^Murphy  was  taken  suddenly  ill 
while  liolding  tliese  great  meetings  'Sir.  Rood  was 
telegraphed  to  come  immediately  and  fill  his  place 
on  the  platform,  which  lie  did,  and  from  these  facts 
he  was  called  "the  ^lurphy  of  Connecticut."  But 
what  is  strange  about  this,  while  ^Murphy's  ac- 
quaintances were  numbered  by  the  thousands,  among 
them  being  men  of  great  talent  and  college  learning, 
instead  of  calling  on  some  of  them,  why  did  he 
choose  to  send  for  a  man  whose  educational  advan- 
tages consisted  of  only  forty-six  weeks  of  schooling 
in  a  poor  district  school  in  the  town  of  Lebanon,  to 
pay  for  which  he  cared  for  forty  head  of  cattle  and 
four  horses  and  chopped  the  wood  for  two  fires  ?  ^Ir. 
Rood  can  tell  stories  of  hardship,  abuse,  suffering 
and  neglect  that  cause  people  of  to-day  to  shudder, 
and  wonder  wh}-  he  is  alive,  a  stout,  able-bodied  man 
of  nearly  seventy  years,  and  weighing  225  pounds ! 

ELIHU  STOXE  W'ARXER,  an  honored  vet- 
eran of  the  Civil  war,  and  a  leading  citizen  of  Ken- 
sington, was  born  in  Sunderland,  Bennington  Co., 
Vt.,  May  3,  1835,  and  is  a  son  of  Alpheus  and  Zil- 
phia  (Seeley)  \Varncr,  the  former  born  in  New 
Braintree,  ^'lass.,  Jan.  6,  1S07,  the  latter  in  Arling- 
ton, Bennington  Co.,  \"t.,  Jan.  22,  181 1.  Both  died 
and  were  buried  in  Arlington.  By  occupation  the 
father  was  a  stonemason  and  contractor.  The 
paternal  grandfather,  Zenas  \\'arner,  was  born  in 
Dover,  Vt.,  in  1779,  and  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
six  years.  He  married  Nancy  Arnold,  and  to  them 
were  born  three  sons,  Alpheus,  Roswell  and  Zenas, 
and  one  daugher,  3>Ieriba,  whose  remains  were  also 
interred  in  Arlington,  Vermont. 

The  early  education  of  our  subject  was  acquired 
in  the  common  schools  of  Sunderland  and  Arlington, 
and  later  he  attended  the  academy  at  North  Ben- 
nington, from  which  he  was  graduated  when  Prof. 
Cummings  was  principal  of  the  institution.  He 
then  accepted  a  jiosition  in  the  square  shop  of  J. 
Es.sex,  at  North  Bennington,  wliere  he  learned  the 
trade,  and  worked  at  same  until  his  enlistment  in 


the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  war.  There  he 
enrolled  his  name  among  the  boys  in  blue  Aug.  .?8, 
iSi'2,  becoming  a  member  of  Companv  C,  14th  \'t. 
\'.  L,  whicli  was  mustered  in  at  liratllcboro,  \'t., 
Oct.  21,  and  went  to  W  ashington,  D.  C.  two  days 
later.  The  regiment  was  tirst  assigned  to  the  2nd 
Brigade,  Ca.^'cy's  Hivision,  Reserve  Armv  Corps, 
and  as  a  member  of  the  same  brigade  and  division 
was  transferred  to  the  22iul  Army  Corps  in  Eebru- 
ary,  18^3.  They  remained  in  d.efense  of  Washing- 
ton until  June  25,  18' '.3,  when  they  were  transferred 
tu  the  3d  Brigade,  3d  Division,  1st  .Army  Corps, 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  with  which  tliey  were  con- 
nected until  July  18,  1863.  They  were  on  duty  at 
Camp  Chase,  Arlington  Heights,  \'a.,  from  Oct. 
25,  to  Nov.  I,  1862,  and  then  did  garrison  dutv  at 
Camp  A'ermont,  \'a..  from  Nov.  5  to  Nov.  25.  The 
regiment  then  moved  to  ()ccoquan  in  line  of  battle, 
covering  the  movements  t>f  the  troops  to  Fredericks- 
burg, Nov.  27.  They  were  on  duty  at  Camp  Ver- 
mont and  Wolf  Run  Shoals  until  Dec.  4,  1862,  and 
from' that  time  until  Alarch  25,  1863,  were  stationed 
at  Fairfax  Court  House.  During  this  time  they  re- 
sisted Gen.  Stewart's  raid,  Dec.  27-29,  1862,  and 
were  on  picket  duty  near  the  Chantilly  battlefield 
from  that  time  until  Jan.  19,  1863.  From  March 
24  until  June  25,  1S63,  they  were  at  Wolf  Run 
Shoals,  and  then  marched  to  Centreville.  They 
were  in  the  Pennsylvania  campaign  from  June  25 
to  July  18,  moving  to  Herndon  June  26,  and  to  Guil- 
ford on  the  27th.  Tlie  same  dav  they  crossed  the 
T'otomac,  and  the  Monocaey  river  June  28,  and  then 
moved  by  way  of  Frederick  City  and  Alechanics- 
ville  to  Emmetsburg,  Md.,  June  29  and  30;  and 
were  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  July  2  and  3,  taking 
part  in  the  engagement  when  Pickett  made  his  fa- 
mous charge.  On  July  G  they  moved  to  Emmets- 
burg, and  were  in  line  of  battle  at  Crampton's  Gap, 
South  Alountain,  July  8.  They  moved  to  Funks- 
town  on  the  loth ;  were  in  the  engagement  at 
Hagerstown,  July  12  and  13  ;  then  moved  to  Sharps- 
burg  July  14  and  15  ;  were  at  Petersville  on  the  16th  ; 
at  Baltimore,  July  18  and  19;  New  York,  July  20; 
at  New  Haven,  Conn.,  July  20  and  21  ;  and  from 
there  proceeded  to  Brattleboro,  Yt.,  where  the  regi- 
ment was  mustered  out  July  30,  1863. 

Soon  after  his  return  from  the  war  Air.  Warner 
removed  with  his  family  to  Kensington,  Conn., 
where  he  worked  at  his  trade  as  a  square  maker 
for  the  Hart  Alanufacturing  Co.,  and  when  the  firm 
changed  to  Hart,  Bliven  &  Alead  he  remained  as  a 
contractor  in  several  departments  until  1886.  The 
following  year  he  was  with  the  Russell  &  Irwin 
Alanufacturing  Co.,  of  New  Britain,  and  next 
accepted  the  position  of  night  watchman  with  the 
C.  P.  Merwin  Brick  Co.,  at  Kensington,  with 
which  he  remained  for  seven  years.  He  next  worked 
for  the  American  Paper  Co.,  having  charge  of 
the  joiner's  room,  where  cases  were  made,  and  re- 
maining there  about  a  year.  He  then  accepted  a 
position  as  transfer  clerk  in  the  freight  otfice  of  the 
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I\c\v  Yoik,  Xow  llavoii  &  Hartford  railroad.  In 
April,  uioo.  ho  severed  his  connection  with  this 
company,  and  accepicd  a  sitnation  with  tlie  Russell 
&  Ii  win  Man.ufacturi)!;.;  Co.  in  Xew  Urilain,  where 
he  is  now  employed. 

On  Sept.  9,  1S57,  Mr.  Warner  married  Miss 
Harriet  Maria  Dowker,  who  was  horn  in  Sandgate, 
A't.,  July  17,  1836,  a  dauj;hter  of  Wilham  and  Har- 
riet (_l>rad'ey)  Bowker.  farming-  people,  ller  par- 
ents were  hoth  buried  in  Sunclerland,  \'t.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  \\'arner  were  born  six  children,  namely: 
Florence  Blanche,  born  in  Sunderland,  Sept.  28, 
185S,  died  March  16,  1S62,  and  was  buried  in  Ar- 
lington, Vt. ;  Agnes  Jane,  born  in  Sunderland,  is 
at  home;  Hugh  Ellsworth,  horn  in  Berlin,  Conn., 
Feb.  22,  1865,  died  Sept.  30,  1S66;  a  twin  brother 
of  Hugh  lived  but  three  davs ;  ]\Iaude  Edith,  born  in 
Berlin,  March  28,  1868,  died  Oct.  27,  1887;  and 
Hugh  Elmer,  born  in  Berlin,  Aug.  15,  1870,  died 
Aug.  II,  1871.  the  exception  of  the  eldest 

all  were  buried  in  Berlin. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  first  a  \Yhig  and 
later  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  ^Ir.  Warner  is 
an  ardent  supporter  of  the  latter  party.  He  has 
taken  a  very  active  and  prominent  part  in  local  poli- 
tics, and  has  been  honored  by  his  fellow-citizens 
with  a  number  of  important  official  positions,  the 
duties  of  which  he  has  most  faithfully  and  satisfac- 
tority  performed.  He  served  as  constable  for  thirty- 
one  consecutive  year's,  and  for  the  last  six  years  of 
that  time  was  also  deputy  sheriti',  his  term  expiring 
in  1895.  He  represented  his  town  in  the  State 
Legislature  in  1S83,  when  there  was  considerable 
agitation  over  the  parallel  railroad  line  with  the  Xew 
York,  New  Haven  «S:  Hartford  railroad.  He  was 
first  selectman  in  1S88  and  1889,  and  had  previously 
been  a  member  of  the  board,  serving  in  all  for  six 
years.  At  present  he  is  filling  the  position  of  sec- 
ond selectman,  and  is  one  of  the  most  influential 
and  prominent  members  of  the  board.  Socially  he 
belongs  to  Stanley  Post,  Xo.  24,  G.  A.  R.,  of  X^ew 
Britain  ;  Harmony  Lodge,  2\o.  20,  F.  &  A.  AL ;  Gid- 
dings  Chapter,  No.  25,  R.  A.  3iL,  and  Doric  Council, 
No.  24,  R.  &  S.  M.,  of  Xew  Britain;  and  is  an  hon- 
orary member  of  Pequot  Council,  X'o.  44,  Sr.  O. 
U.  A.  of  Berlin.  Religiously  he  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  St.  James  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church,  of  Arlington,  X'ermont.        .  • 

HENRY  AAROX  KIXXE,  a  substantial  citi- 
zen of  South  Glastonbury,  comes  of  a  sturdy  Xew 
England  ancestry.  The  emigrant  ancestor  of  the 
family  was  Henry  Kinne,  of  Puritan  parentage, 
though  born  in  Holland,  in  about  1624.  He  was  in 
Salem,  Mass.,  about  1656.  He  and  his  wife  Anne 
settled  in  Xorwich,  Conn.,  and  he  died  in  171 2. 

Rev.  Aaron  Kinne,  the  great-grandfather  of  otir 
subject,  was  born  at  Xewent,  in  X'orwich  (now 
Lisbon),  Conn.,  in  1744.  He  was  gradtiated  from 
Yale  in  1765,  and  studied  theology  under  Rev.  Mr. 
Fish,  at  Stonington.    He  was  ordained  over  the 


I  South  Congregational  Church  at  Groton,  Conn.,  as 
■  successor  to  Rev.   Barber,  Oct.   19,   1769.  Tlic 
I  massacre  of  Ledyard  anil  others  of  his  people  at 
i  hort   Griswold,   while   Rev.   Kinne   was  chajii.iin 
j  there  during  the  Jxevolutionary   war,   where  "so 
!  many  widows  and  orphans  were  made  in  an  hour," 
!  caused  the  loss  'of  so  many  of  his  people,  and  so 
j  diminished  his  means  of  support,  that  in  1798  he 
I  was  dismissed,  his  family  at  that  time  consisting  of 
I  an  invalid  wife  and  eleven  children,  all  under  seven- 
teen years  of  age.    During  his  pastorate  at  Groton 
j  he  made  several  missionary  journeys  into  the  wilds 
I  of  New  York  State,  to  minister  to  the  Indians. 
I  After  leaving  Groton,  in  1798,  his  subsequent  life 
j  was  filled  with  wanderings,  trials  and  removals. 
I  In  iSoo  he  resided  in  Winsted ;  in  1803  at  Egre- 
I  mont,  2\Iass. ;  and  in  1805  he  removed  to  Alford. 
He  was  occasionally  employed  by  the  Berkshire 
Alissionary  Society.    He  died  at  Tallmadge,  Ohio, 
at  the  home  of  his  son-in-law,  Dr.  Wright,  July  9, 
1824,  aged  seventy-nine  years.      Seven  children 
survived  him.    He  was  a  faithful  preacher.  He 
published  a  work  on  the  "Sonship  of  Christ;  a  dis- 
play of  Scripture  prophesies,"  1813;  an  explana- 
tion of  the  types,  prophesies,  revelation,  etc.  [\'ol. 
Vni,  1814.] 

Aaron  Kinne,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Groton,  Conn.,  and  removed  in  his  early 
manhood  to  Glastonbury.    For  a  number  of  years 
he  taught  school,  and  was  also  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  in  South  Glastonbury.    He  died  in 
1816.    He  had  married  Amelia  Hale,  and  to  them 
the  following  children  were  born :    Emma  married 
(first)  David  Hale,  and  (second)  Xorman  Flub- 
bard,  and  lived  in  Xorth  Glastonbury ;  Henry  moved 
1  to  Pennsylvania;  I\Iary  Ann  married  (first)  Dr. 
Roland  Curtin,  of  Philadelphia,  by  whom  she  be- 
came the  mother  of  Dr.  Roland  Curtin,  Jr.,  and 
j  (second)  wedded  Gen.  James  Irving,  a  prominent 
j  citizen  of  Pennsylvania,  and  at  one  time  a  candi- 
j  date  for  Governor;  Nancy  married  Edwin  Taylor, 
j  who  w^as  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  in  Hart- 
I  ford,  which  is  n(jw  carried  on  by  his  sons  ;  Gideon, 
a  mason,  living  in  Glastonbury,  married  Sally  Tay- 
lor; and  Aaron  is  referred  to  in  the  following. 

Aaron  Kinne,  the  father  of  our  subject,  w'as 
born  Alarch  10,  1814,  in  South  Glastonbury,  Conn. 
His  education  was  :uch  as  the  boys,  in  general,  in 
those  times  received,  his  attendance  being  confined 
entirely  to  the  district  schools.  Fie  lived  at  home 
for  a  time,  then  located  at  Akron,  Ohio,  where  he  re- 
mained a  brief  period,  and  returning  to  Glastonbury 
there  learned  the  trade  of  mason  under  his  brother 
Gideon.  These  brothers  worked  together  for  many 
years,  and  built  many  structures  in  Bristol,  New 
Britain  and  other  places.  Aaron  Kinne  abandoned 
the  mason's  business  in  1868,  located  on  the  home 
farm  and  purchased  the  interests  of  the  other  heirs 
in  the  place,  added  to  the  tract,  and  made  many  im-. 
provements  thereon,  leaving,  however,  the  original 
'  house  stand.    Mr.  Kinne  was,  in  politics,  a  Repub- 
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licaii,  and  took  an  active  interest  in  town  affairs. 
He  represented  tlie  town  three  times  in  tlie  Legis- 
lature, serving  in  1855,  and  iSS_'.  He  also 
served  on  tiie  bi^'ard  oi  selectmen  lor  two  terms, 
and  held  otlier  minor  offices.  He  was  one  of  the 
charter  members  of  the  Glastonbury  Grange,  and 
its  oldest  member  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He 
was  a  man  universally  respected,  a  firm  friend,  and  a 
kind  and  obliging  neighbor.  He  possessed  a  re- 
markable memory,  and  was  a  man  of  ability  and 
force  of  character. 

j\Ir.  Kinne  was  married  (first)  in  1840,  to 
^Martha  W.  Strickland,  born  April  7,  1816,  a  native 
of  Glastonbury,  and  a  daughter  of  Lewis  and  Amy 
(Tennant)  Strickland.  She  died  June  26,  1876, 
and  in  1S7S  he  married  (second)  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Boughton,  born  Jul}-  23.  1836,  daughter  of  George 
B.  and  Rovilla  (Race)  Kinne,  and  widow  of  Henry 
A.  Boughton,  wlio  was  a  farmer  of  W'aterford,  X. 
Y.  She  now  survives  her  husband,  who  died  ?^Iarch 
8,  1898,  and  is  living  on  the  old  homestead  in  South 
Glastonbury.  To  Aaron  and  }^Iartha  W'.  (Strick- 
land) Kinne  were  born  children  as  follows:  (1) 
Constant  C.,  born  Z\Iarch  24,  1841,  married  Jan.  14, 
1869,  2\lary  Williams.  Lie  is  now  a  clerk  in  Meri- 
den,  in  the  town  clerk's  office,  where  he  is  well 
known  and  prominent ;  he  was  a  soldier  of  the  Civil 
war.  (2)  Lewis  S.,  born  Dec.  22,  1845,  nrarried 
jMay  24,  1871,  Josephine  Ransom.  He  is  now  liv- 
ing in  Xew  Britain,  occupied  as  a  bookkeeper.  (3) 
Henry  A.  is  our  suljject.  (4)  \\'atson,  born  Alarch 
24,  1S50,  married  June  27,  1872,  Adella  Clark.  He 
is  a  farmer  in  South  Glastonbury,  and  has  served 
his  town  in  the  Legislature  one  term. 

Henry  A.  Kinne,  our  subject  proper,  was  born 
June  29,  1847,  in  the  homestead  in  South  Glaston- 
bury now  occupied  by  his  stepmother,  ]\Irs.  Kinne. 
He  attended  the  district  school,  and  the  Fort  Ed- 
ward (N.  Y.)  Academy,  the  latter  being  a  large 
and  well-known  institution,  then  under  the  prin- 
cipalship  of  Joseph  E.  King.  Completing  his  school- 
ing at  tlie  academy  when  nineteen  years  of  age,  he 
returned  to  Glastonbury  and  assisted  his  father  on 
the  farm,  also  teaching  in  winter  for  a  time  at  the 
Bell  school.  Later  he  was  for  about  two  years  in 
the  employ  of  his  cousin,  James  G.  Kinne,  who 
kept  a  general  store  at  Fort  Edward,  N.  Y.,  as 
clerk,  bookkeeper,  etc.  In  1869  he  went  to  Crom- 
well, Conn.,  and  in  company  with  James  E.  Smith 
bought  out  the  general  store  of  Ralph  Savage,  w^ho 
was  an  uncle  of  ^Iv.  Kinne.  Their  business  grew, 
and  not  finding  their  quarters  large  enough  erected 
another  building,  and  kept  two  stores  there.  Ow- 
ing to  failing  liealth  ^Ir.  Kinne  in  1871  sold  to 
Mr.  Smith,  and  came  to  Glastonbury,  where  he 
lived  on, the  home  farm  until  November,  1893,  at 
which  time  he  purchased  his  present  home,  in  South 
Glastonbury,  known  as  the  "Martin  FloUister  place," 
which  comprised  only  three  and  one-half  acres  of 
land.  Since  then  I\Ir.  Kinne  has  made  many  im- 
provements about  the  place,  built  his  present  barns, 


]  and  added  to  the  acreage  until  now  he  has  a  farm  of 
iweiity-tive  acres.    He  is  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing- and  tobacco  growing,  and  also  teaming,  keep- 
ing about  twelve  horses  the  vear  around.    He  also 
;  gets  out  limber,  ties,  etc.,  for  railroad  purposes. 
I  lie  is  one  of  the  town's  active  and  energetic  men, 
j  and  is  i)rospefous.    In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  Re- 
I  publican.    He  has  been  registrar  of  voters  for  the 
i  past  four  years,  and  was  deputy  registrar  for  twelve 
years.    He  has  been  a  member  of  Ci-'lumbia  Lodge, 
No.  25,  F.  &  A.  AL,  of  South  Glastonbury,  since 
Feb.  O,  1871,  was  junior  warden  of  same  in  1S74 
and  1875,  and  has  been  secretary  for  the  past  fifteen 
years ;  lias  been  a  member  of  Putnam  Phalanx, 
Flartford,  for  many  years  past;  and  is  a  charter 
member  of  Elm  Lodge,  L  O.  O.  F.,  Glastonbury. 

In  November,  18S0,  ^Ir.  Kinne  was  married  to 
Artilla  Alger,  born  Oct.  14,  1849,  South  Glaston- 
bury, daughter  of  Fludson  and  2*Iartha  (House) 
Alger,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  farmer  in  South 
Glastonbury.  To  this  marriage  have  come  children 
as  follows:  IMartha  E.,  born  Jan.  31,  18S2;  Emma 
S.,  born  ]Mav  31,  1886;  and  Aaron  W.,  born  June 
4,  1S88. 

WILLL\M  DUFFY,  the  famous  blacksmith  of 
East  Flartford  ^leadow,  although  in  his  sixty-first 
year,  is  still  hearty  and  strong,  and  hence  comes  his 
renown.  In  his  younger  days  he  v/as  an  athlete, 
and,  while  small  in  stature  and  of  slight  build,  was 
wonderfully  supple  and  nimble,  able  to  do  an  ex- 
traordinary amount  of  work,  and  execute  the  most 
diflicult  gymnastic  feats. 

Mr.  Duffy  was  born  in  Hartford  July  i,  1840, 
on  Trumbull  street,  near  "Little  River,"  and  is  of 
Irish-English  extraction,  his  father  having  been 
born  in  County  ^^'estmeath,  Ireland,  about  1809, 
and  his  mother  in  Barrowden,  England.  His  par- 
ents, John  and  ^lary  (Kirby)  Duffy,  were  married 
in  England,  whither  the  father  had  gone  when 
young  to  learn  the  blacksmith's  trade.  In  1837 
John  Dufl:'y  came  to  the  Luiited  States  and  located 
in  Hartford,  worked  awhile  in  Columbia,  then  re- 
turned to  Flartford,  and  in  1842  came  to  East  Hart- 
ford -Meadow  and  took  possession  of  the  blacksmith 
shop  now  operated  by  our  subject,  and  which  pre- 
viously had  been  owned  by  Henry  Wood  and  opened 
two  or  three  days  in  the  week.  It  has  since  been  in 
active  operation  every  day  in  the  year,  Sundays 
only  excepted,  and  occasions  when  a  death  has  oc- 
curred in  the  family.  In  1854  ]Mr.  Duffy  erected 
the  dwelling  in  East  Hartford  in  which  he  resided 
until  his  removal  to  Hartford,  where  his  death  took 
place  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years,  from  paral- 
ysis of  the  brain,  probably  caused  from  being  kicked 
in  the  head  by  a  liorse  some  years  previously.  His 
wife  had  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years,  and  her 
remains  were  interred  in  the  Catholic  cemetery  at 
Hartford.  The  children  born  to  John  and  Mary 
(Kirljy)  Duffy  were  seven  in  number,  and  in  order 
of  birth  were  named  as  follows:    Catharine,  born 
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in  iC'.iglaiul,  ilictl  iinu;anic'l  at  tl:e  a^c  of  sixlv 
years  in  .\'c\v  Haven;  '^hlMlla^,  l!uiu  in  Co.u.ubia, 
Conn.,  is  a  ictirc.l  clry-_^iMHls  nioicl'.ani.  and  n.s:'!es 
at  the  corner  of  \  erne  in  anil  W  a>liini;twn  .--irt  clr*. 
liariforJ;  W'iliiani  i>  the  snlijeei  v'f  thi.-.  bio-rapliv; 
]Mary,  born  in  F.a^t  Jiarifun.!.  i-  iiic  widow  of  jo'nn 
l-"raney,  of  .\e\v  lia\en;  jane  i<  married  to  \).  D. 
Donovan,  an  expert  niaeinni.st  L>f  i'ruvi>,ienee,  R.  1. ; 
John,  a  blaeksinith.  ihed  in  Jlaru'urd:  and  liiiza- 
belli  is  tlie  v/ife  e>f  jaines  l.awU'i:.  niana,i;er  of  the 
rieischinan  Yea^t  Lo.,  of  \ew  Jiaven.  j'lic  i;uher 
of  this  fantiiy  was  stonily  built,  strong-  and  active, 
and  could  shoe  as  many  a>  t\\  eni\  -rive  horses  a  i_lav. 
Jle  was  a  sineere  Cathuiic.  and  vlied  a  member  of 
St.  I'atrick's  church  in  Idartford  ;  in  politics  he  was 
inclined  toward  Democracy,  but  \oted  for  tlie  can- 
didate lie  tliought  to  be  best  suited  for  the  otiice 
to  be  tilled.  lie  was  a  self-made  man.  and  lived 
comfortably,  being  nowise  niggardiv,  and  kejit  his 
family  in  excellent  st}le. 

\\  illiam  DnlYy  was  but  two  }ears  of  age  when 
the  family  settled  in  East  Hartford  Aieadow,  wliere 
he  was  educated  in  the  district  school,  in  wdiich 
he  was  the  champion  speller,  learned  very  rapidly 
in  every  department,  and  captured  all  the  prizes. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  quit  school,  and 
under  his  father  began  learning  the  blacksmith's 
trade.  The  two  worked  together  until  iSo6.  when 
the  mother  passed  away,  and  the  father,  selling 
the  shop  to  the  son.  retired  to  Hartford,  and  there 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

in  November,  iS66,  William  Duffy  married 
i\liss  ^^largaret  Evers.  a  native  of  Ireland,  who 
came  to  the  United  States  when  young,  and  lived 
with  some  of  the  best  families  in  Hartfcjrd.  such  as 
those  of  Dr.  Piarnard,  Dr.  Crawfoot  and  ]\lrs.  Pen- 
dleton. !Mr.  Dult'v  at  once  began  housekeeping  on 
marrying,  in  the  house  in  which  he  still  lives,  and 
wliich  is  one  of  the  best  in  East  Plartford  Meadow. 
To  this  marriage  were  born  nin.e  children,  in  the 
following  order :  ]\Iarv,  still  under  the  jjarental 
roof;  John  K..  wlio  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years, 
a  promising,  athletic  lad ;  William  L..  a  clerk  in 
Hartford;  Jennie,  who  died  in  childhood  in  1S76; 
Frances,  a  teacher  in  Plast  Hartford:  Alice,  a  sten- 
ographer in  Hartford;  Pdorence  and  Harry,  at 
home;  and  Lillian  G..  wdio  died  at  the  age  of  five 
years.  Mrs.  Duffy  was  called  away  Sept.  15.  1897, 
in  the  faith  of  the  Catholic  Church,  of  which  all 
the  family  are  devout  members.  .She  was  a  most 
estimable  ladv,  kind  aiul  affection.ate.  and  a  true 
helpmate  to  her  husband.  The  children  are  kind 
and  intelligent,  and  have  been  educated  in  a  man- 
ner credital'le  to  any  family. 

Air.  Duitv  has  been  an  untiring  worker,  and  has 
been  successful  throughmt  life.  He  has  met  with 
some  reverses,  however,  as  in  1880  he  l')st  his  shoi) 
by  fire,  with  no  insurance,  and  was  thus  "(jut" 
$3,500  in  a  few  hours.  Ihit  he  kept  right  on,  not 
losing  a  dav  except  bv  sickness.  He  is  a  man  of 
steady  habit-,  strictlv  honest  in  cverv  transaction, 
and  enjoys  the  respect  of  all  who  know  him.  His 


competence  is  not  the  result  of  a  life  of  niggard- 
nesb  or  self-deprivation,  as  he  has  always  lived 
I  Weil,  and  kept  his   family  well   sujiplied  with  all 
I  tilings  needful,  with  a  most  liberal  hand. 

I 

j  L.  S.  EMMOXS,  who  is  at  present  engaged  in 
the  plumbing  and  steam-ficting  business  in  .Man- 
chester. Hartford  countv.  is  one  of  the  oldest  resi- 
dents of  the  town,  where  he  has  lived  since  bov- 
hood.  and  he  is  w  idely  known  and  liighly  respected 
tiironghout  this  \icinit\. 

-Air.  Emmons  was  born  I'eli.  14.  1S39,  ''i  the 
town  of  Haddani,  Middlesex  Co..  Conn.,  son  of 
William  and  Hannah  O-l'*' '  Emmons.  He  was 
brcught  up  on  a  farm  there,  and  wdien  sixteen 
years  of  age.  having  received  a  practical  education 
in  tiie  common  schools,  he  came  to  Manchester 
to  learn  llie  trade  of  tinner  with  his  brother-in-law, 
E.  P>.  Hibbard.  The  hrst  year  of  his  apjjrentice- 
ship  his  wages  were  $35,  the  second  year  S40,  and 
the  third  $45.  He  continued  w"orking  for  his 
brother-in-law  until  1867.  after  which  he  carried  on 
the  business  on  his  own  account,  renting  Air.  Hib- 
bard's  store,  until  1890,  when  he  erected  the  build- 
ing in  which  he  is  established  at  present.  He  is 
engaged  in  plumbing  and  steam-fitting,  enjoying 

I  a  wide  patronage  throughout  this  part  of  Hartford 

I  county,  and  he  also  carries  a  ihie  line  of  stoves. 

I  Air.  Emmons  occupies  an  enviable  position  among 

i  the  successful  business  men  of  Alanchester.  and 
he  has  a  high  standing  as  a  citizen,  being  identified 
with  the  best  interests  of  his  adopted  town,  though 
he  has  never  been  particularlv  active  in  public  life. 
He  has  witnessed  the  growth  of  the  place  to  its 
present  proportions  from  the  verv  beginning,  for 
when  he  first  came  to  Alanchester  there  was  but 
one  store  here,  that  of  the  Union  Alanufacturing  Co. 

i  On  Xov.  25,  1861.  Air.  Emmons  was  married 
to  Aliss  Alaria  P.  Wilson,  daughter  of  Willard 
AA'ilson.  and  two  children  blessed  this  union: 
\A'illard.  who  died  Sei)t.  i.  1867.  and  Grace,  who 
is  living  at  home.  Air.  Emmons  is  a  Republican  in 
political  preference.  Fraternallv  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  Alan- 

I  Chester  Lodge,  Xo.  16.  , 

j  PIEXRY  WELLS  HUXGERFORD,  the  act- 
I  I've  and  wide-awake  shi]:)ping  clerk  for  the  E.  Ing- 

graham  Co.  Clock  factory.  Bristol,  is  a  native  of 

that  city,  born  Alay  20,  1847. 

The  Hungerfords  are  of  English  origin,  and 
1  trace  their  ancestry  back  to  Sir  Thomas  Hunger- 
;  ford,  who  was  in  1337  the  first  regular  Speaker  of 
j  the  House  of  Commons.  He  died  in  139S.  James 
;  Smithson  was  a  son  nf  Hugh  Smithson,  the 
I  first  Duke  of  X'orthumberland.  and  his  mother  was 
I  Afarv  Himgerford.    lie  never  married,  and.  willed 

all  his  property  lo  his  nej)hew.  Henry  Hunger- 
j  ford,  if  he  had  issue,  "either  legitimate  or  illegiti- 
I  mate."  Otherwise  it  was  to  go  to  the  I'niled 
I  States,  to  found  an  institution  for  the  diffusion  of 
I  knowledge  to  be  called  the  "Smithsonian  Institu- 
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tioii."  Hence  the  orijjin  of  the  famous  institution 
located  in  \\'ashinc:ton.  I).  C.  The  amount  ^iven 
was  over  8500,600.  in  Ivn^laml  there  are  two 
ahnsiiouses.  existing'  at  tlie  p:e>ent  tinic.  wliicii 
wei'e  eu'lowed  and  founded  lu'  the  J  lur.i^erfortls 
before  1450. 

(  1  )  Hiomas  1  Inngei  ford,  the  first  of  the  family 
in  the  Xew  World.  doul)tless  came  to  this  eoimtry 
as  a  mariner.  In  iCi3<)  he  owned  a  three-cornered 
lot  of  an  acre  with  a  house  thereon  in  Idartfc»rd, 
Conn.  In  1651  he  moved  to  Pequol  (now  Xew 
Lontlon  ),  Conn.,  and  shortly  afterward  cleared  the 
land  where  the  fort  now  stands.  He  died  in  1663, 
leaving  three  children — two  h\  his  first  wife — 
Thomas,  aged  alwut  fifteen  years;  Sarah,  nine 
years;  an.d  Hannah,  born  ^lav  i,  1659. 

{II)  Thomas  Hungerford  had  eluldren  as  fol- 
lows: Thomas,  John,  Green,  lCii;iab^'th,  Susanna, 
Sarah  and  Alary.  He  died  between  Ian.  11  and 
I'eb.  5,  1713-14,  aged  sixty-five  or  sixty-si.x  years. 

(HI)  Thomas  Hungerford,  of  Haddam.  Conn,, 
married  Elizabeth  Smith,  and  they  had  children: 
Hannah.  Thomas,  Ijenjamin,  Elizabeth,  John,  Da- 
vid and  Samuel. 

Capt.  John  Hungerford,  born  March  4, 
1718,  was  married  Dec.  27,  1739,  to  Deborah  Hun- 
gerford, daughter  of  John  Hungerford.  She  died 
before  [March  6,  1745,  as  on  that  date  he  married 
Lucy   ,  who  died  b'eb.  10,  1798,  aged  sev- 
enty-seven years.  By  the  first  union  there  were 
two  children.  Levi  and  Thomas.  To  the  second 
marriage  were  born:  C)Iiver.  Criah,  Amasa.  Deb- 
orah. John,  Lucv,  Elizabeth,  Huldah.  and  L\(lia. 
Capt.  Hungerford  was  quite  prominent  in  military 
afifairs.  In  1751-52  he  moved  to  Farmington,  and 
in  May,  1754,  was  appointed,  by  the  Assembly, 
ensign  in  tlie  Sixth  Company,  or  "train  band,"  of 
that  town.  In  May,  1757,  he  was  appointed  lieu- 
tenant of  the  "train  band"  in  the  parish  of  Xew 
Cambridge  (now  Bristol,  formerlv  in  the  town  of 
Farmington),  and  in  }ilay,  175S.  the  Assembly  ap- 
pointed him  captain  of  the  same.  The  same  month 
the  Assembly  appointed  him  captain  in  the  army, 
in  the  First  Regiment.  He  died  at  Southington 
Dec.  24.  1787,  and  his  remains  lie  in  the  old  ceme- 
tery at  Plainville,  Hartford  county.  The  epitaph 
on  his  gravestone  is  as  follows : 

Behold  and  see  as  you  pass  bv, 
As  you  are  now,  so  once  \\as  I. 
As  i  am  no'.v,  so  you  must  be. 
Prepare  for  death  and  foikiw  me. 

(\^)  Thomas  Ilungerford,  born  Jidy  H),  1742, 
died  in  1810.  He  served  as  captain  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  On  Oct.  29,  1764,  he  married  (first) 
Naomy  Moody,  born  in  174*^),  who  died  in  1769. 
His  second  wife  was  Elizabeth  Mathews,  who  died 
in  Fe1)ruary,  i8i<;.  The  children  Ixirn  to  the  first 
marriage  were  Chloe,  Sabra  and  Zenas.  'Jo  the 
second  union  came  Cxiithia,  one  that  died  in  in- 
fancy, Street,  Sylvia,  Evits,  Elavil,  Levinah,  Alma, 
Street,  Sheldon  and  X'aomi. 


i  t  \  I)  Evits  Hungerford,  grandfath.er  of  Henry 
W'..  was  Inirn  in  the  town  of  Bristol,  Conn.,  (Jet. 

'777'  '"1*1  ^""'^'^  ^  lifelong  farmer  in  that  locali- 
ty, also  a  blacksmith,  and  worked  at  his  traile  a 
numlier  of  year-.     In  ])o!itics  lie  was  an  ardent 
Democrat,  in  religious  faith  a  consistent  Methodist, 
and  the  first  ]iiece  of  timber  taken  from  his  land 
was  used  in  tlie  building  of  the  .Methodist  church 
in  IVistol.    He  w  as  a  charter  member  of  Franklin 
Lodge,  V.  &  A.  M.    On  Sein.  23,  1810,  he  married 
Annali  I'eek,  of  ruirliugton.  Conn.,  l)orn  Sept.  14, 
1789.  and  children  as  follow--  were  born  to  them: 
,  Leander  G.  (a  .sketch  of  wliLmi  fcillows),  William 
'  Ellis.  Rev.   Charles  L_\nian    (he  died  in   1845.  in 
\  Brooklyn,  where  he  was  a   Methodist  preach<.r). 
•  Louisa  Amy,  and  Caroline  Sallv.    The  father  of 
these  died  Sept.  17,  1867,  the  mother  on  June  20, 
1881. 

(\I1)  Leander  Grandison  Hungerford,  father 
:  of  Henry  W.,  was  born  July  12.  181 1,  in  the  town 
:  of  Bristol,  Conn.,  and  died  there  Dec.  2,  1853.  He 
1  was  a  general  "trucker."  ami  dealt  in  wood,  also 

during  a  part  of  his  life  was  engaged  in  farming, 
'  and  became  quite  well-to-do.    He  was  an  Old-Line 

W  big.  and  an  active    member  of    the  Methodist 

Church. 

On  .\pril  13.  183G,  Leander  G.  Hungerford 
was  married  to  Jennett  Jones,  of  15ristol,  and  they 
had  four  chiklren  :  (O  Sarah,  born  Dec.  3.  1837, 
married  (first)  Lvnian  Wel)ster,  of  Harwiiiti>n. 
Conn.,  and  ( second )  wedded  J.  ^^'allace  Blalce^- 
lee,  of  Bristol,  Conn.;  she  now  lives  in  Hartford. 

■  (2)    William  Ellis,  born   in   1839,  died  in  1841. 

;  (3)  Charles  E,.  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  else- 
where. (4)  Henry  \\'ells  is  our  subject.  The 
mother  of  these  died  ()ct.  7.  1848,  and  Feb.  10, 
1849,  ^li^  father  married  Jennett  Andros,  who  was 

■  liorn  in  Farmington,  Conn..  Julv  9,  1817,  and  died 
in  1891,  the  mother  of  one  child,  Annah  J.,  born 
?^Iav  13.  1852,  married  Homer  Smith  ]\Iav  13, 
1868.  and  died  April  18,  18S4,  in  Alichigan.  ' 

Henrv  \\'ells  Hungerford,  of  whom  we  more 
'  especially  write,  received  all  his  literary  education 
,  at  the  common  schools  of  Bri>tol.  and  at  the  age 
of  fifteen  years  commenced  working  on  a  farm  in 
the  summer,  in  the  woods  in  the  winter,  in  the  em- 
'  plov,  most  of  the  time,  of  George  Kimberly.  When 
j  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  made  a  sort  of  pros- 
j  pecting  trip  of  several  months  duration  through- 
j  out  the  \\"est  as  far  as  Xebraska.  but  soon  re- 
!  turned  tn  Connecticut.    Coming  to  Biristol,  he  on 
i  .\pril  12.  1869.  commenced  work  for  the  E.  Ingra- 
ham  Co.'s  clock  factory  as  teamster:  then  was  pro- 
;  moted   to  hi?   present   position,   that  of  shipping 
clerk,  having  fidl  charge  of  the  ]~>acking  and  slii])- 
])ing  department  of  the  factorv. 

r)n  Dec.  24.  1874,  Henrv  W.  Ilungerford  was 
married  to  Minerva  S.  .^nule,  born  in  l'reep'>rt. 
Maine,  Julv  28,  1845.  ^  daughter  of  George  J'^.  and 
Deborah  (Dillingham)  Soide.  She  died  in  Bris- 
tol. Conn.,  (  )et,  30,  1899.  leaving  no  issue.  Mr. 
Hungerford  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
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Cliuroli,  and  in  politics  is  a  standi  RopuMioan. 
Honesty  and  intogrity  aiv  In's  main  cliaractoris- 
tics.  and  ho  enjoys  the  contidcnco  of  his  cm]-)loycrs. 
and  tlic  rcs]-'cct  and  osteoni  of  a  wide  circle  of 
friends  and  acqnainianccs. 

JAY  S.  S'J'OXr..  1)..  i>  one  of  the  niosc  suc- 
cessful medical  i>ract;lione;-s  of  Xew  I'ritain.  and 
I'.is  jirofessional  services  S]ian  a  period  rf  time  ex- 
ceeded by  the  residence  of  onlv  two  other  i)hysicians 
of  that  city.  Ide  descentls  from  one  of  the  oldest 
Kew  Eng-land  families,  a  family  with  whose  his- 
tory are  linked  names  emir.ent  in  tlie  ip.tcllectual 
and  religious  growth  of  the  m  uher  States,  hut 
his  success  in  life  is  atirihuted  not  wh.ollv  to  in- 
heritance, as  he  is  in  the  strictest  sense  of  the  term 
3.  self-made  man.  The  manv  struggles  of  his  vouth, 
to  win  independentlv  the  mental  ecjuiim^ent  for  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  developed  a  character 
that  could  not  fail  in  the  attainment  of  distinction 
ami  substantial  success. 

W  illiam  Ston.e,  of  England,  our  subject's  great- 
grandfather, migrated  with  other  early  colonists  to 
the  Xew  World,  and  located  at  Guilford,  Conn., 
"becomin.g  the  progenitor  of  the  American  faniilv 
of  which  our  subject  is  a  representative.  John 
Stone,  our  subject's  grandfatlier.  born  in  176^,  v.as 
reared  on  a  farm  near  Guilford,  and  adopted  agri- 
cultural pursuits  as  his  life  work.  He  was  a  man 
of  considerable  force  of  character,  and  -was  gen- 
erally known  as  Deacon  John  Stone,  of  ^Nliddle- 
Tjury.  He  married  Esther  Stowe,  of  ^lilford.  Conn., 
whose  father  served  his  struggling  cotmtrv  as  a 
■soldier  in  the  Revolutionarv  war.  John  Stone  lived 
to  a  good  old  age,  and  died  about  1840,  his  life 
companion  passing  away  the  same  vear.  Their 
eight  children  all  lived  to  old  age,  and  were  as  fol- 
lows:  ^lark ;  Stephen,  father  of  our  subject:  Har- 
vey: Elmira,  who  married  ^Michael  Bowers,  of  X'ew 
Haven:  Esther;  Clara,  wife  of  Laban  Hine,  of 
!Middlebury:  Sarah,  who  died  unmarried:  and  Sa- 
loma,  wife  of  Calvin  Camp,  of  Aliddlebury.  Esther, 
the  second  datighter,  married  Bennett  Tyler,  D.  D., 
who  was  at  one  time  pastor  of  a  small  church  in 
Southbury,  but  in  later  life  was  offered  and  ac- 
cepted the  presidency  of  the  Hartford  Theological 
Society.  He  was  also  for  a  time  president  of  Dart- 
mouth College.  During  the  period  of  active  re- 
ligious controversv  half  a  century  aco  Dr.  Tyler 
was  widelv  known  as  the  opponent  of  Prof.  Taylor, 
of  Yale  Theological  Seminary. 

Stephen  Stone,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Aliddleburv,  Conn.,  born  in  1787.  Being 
reared  to  farm  work,  he  followcfl  that  vocation 
through  life,  and  althoug^h  farming  in  his  day  of- 
fered scant  opportunities  for  the  accumulation  of 
■wealth  he  was  pre-eniinentlv  successful,  and  evinccvd 
the  possession  of  business  talents  and  energies 
which  deserved  a  more  promising  field.  He  was 
•sturdy  in  character,  careful  and  thrifty,  and  ])C- 
•camc  one  of  the  largest  tax-pavers  in  the  town. 
In  politics  he  was  a  strong-  Republican,  Init  to  him 


iniblic  otnce  otTered  no  enticements.  He  was  a  busi- 
ness man  through  and  through,  although  interested 
in  i)ublic  affairs,  and  leniling  his  active  iniluence  to 
various  worthy  enterprises.  In  religitius  faith  lie  was 

1  a  Congregationalist,  and  to  church  work  he  was 

'  stanchly  devoted.  He  lived  to  the  good  old  age  of 
r.iiiety-three  years,  his  death  occurring  in  18S0.  By 
liis  tirst  wife,  Xancy  J^.ronson,  he  had  five  children: 
]-dery  G.,  deceased  ;  Harriet  X'.,  who  married  Styles 
r\lunson.  of '^liddlebury  ;  Sereno  L..  deceased  ;  Aber- 
nathy,  of  Woodbury,  Conn. ;  and  Amelia,  who  was 
married  thrice,  to  Merritt  Baldwin,  Robert  Lee  and 
Siieldon  Somers,  respectively.  The  second  wife  of 
Stephen  Stone  was  A I  aria  ]\Iallory,  daughter  of 
Thomas  r^Iallory,  of  Middlebury,  and  by  that  union 
there  were  three  children:  Marv  'SI.,  John  W.  (de- 
ceased), and  Jay  S.  (our  subject). 

Dr.  Jay  S.  Stone  was  born  Aug.  5,  1S42,  in 
-M iddlebur}-.  Conn.,  and  began  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  that  place.    Later   he  attended 

;  Woodbury  Academy,  under  the  instruction  of  Prof. 
T.  ]\L  Tliompson,  a  well-known  educator,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1859  he  passed    the    examination    in  the 

;  academic  department  of  Yale  College,  and  was  ad- 
n^itted.  He  did  not  enter,  however,  but  at  once 
began  the  problem  of  self-support  and  advance- 
ment toward  the  professional  goal.  He  became  a 
teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  Middleburv,  C(jnn., 
and  for  a  year  conducted  a  tirivat?  sch;o'  in  the 
town  of  Huntingtcm,  Conn.     He  then  entered  the 

I  Xormal  School  at  X'ew  Britain,  graduating  in  the 

[  summer  of  iSf'ii,  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year  he 
took  charge  of  the  o-raded  schools  of  Plymouth, 
vdiere  he  remained  in  charge  two  years,  meanwhile 
ei\gaging  in  the  studv  of  medicine.  In  the  fall  of 
1863  he  entered  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons, in  Xew  York,  from  which  institutietn  iie  was 
giaduated  in  1865.  It  is  to  the  credit  of  Dr.  Stone 
that  his  academic  and  professional  education  was 
due  to  his  own  eft'orts,  as  he  paid  his  own  way 
through  all  the  schools  mentioned.  After  leaving 
the  medical  colleg-e  he  located,  in  the  spring  of  1S65, 
at  X'ew  Britain,  and  here  for  more  than  a  third  of  a 
centurv  he  has  been  in  continuous  and  successful 
practice,  the  only  active  physicians  of  Xew  Britain 
who  antedate  him  in  professional  service  in  that 
city  being  Drs.  Coolev  and  Cunimings.  Dr.  Stone 
is  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  eminent  medical 
men  of  this  section,  and  he  himself  attributes  his 
success  to  the  practice  of  the  Golden  Rule,  and  to 

i  his  thorough  professional  preparation. 

During  the  vear  1894  Dr.  Stone  was  a  member 
of  the  l>oard  of  health.  He  is  ijroniinenth-  affiliated 
with  many  fraternal  societies,  h  ilding  me-vhcrship 
in  Harmonv  Lodge,  X'o.  8,  I".  &  .\.  M. ;  (liddings 

,  Chapter.  X'o.  26;  Washington  Comnia'-:der\-.  of 
ITartford :  and  Sphinx  Tenii)lc,  Shrine,  '  if  I  lart- 
ford  :  is  nisr)  a  member  of  New  I'lriiai'i  Lodge, 
Xathan  Hale  degree,  .Vnn'riean  Mechanic^:  of 
I  'ha'iiix  Lodge.  I.  O.  C).   F. :  Comstnck  Lneamp- 

,  ment ;  Canton  I-"oresters :  the  Knights  of  l'\  thias: 

'  the  Royal  Arcanum;  the  X'ew  England  ()ider  of 


I  1 


Gil 
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I'roWcUon  :  ihc  I'ili^Tini  Fatlior-  and  the  llcjita- 
so[ihs.  l)r,  Stuiio  has  officialcil  as  iiKxhoa!  exam- 
iner in  all  oi  ilu'sc  orders,  and  ]M-ofcssionall\-  ho 
i.-.  CDnnocU'd  uiih  I'nc  State  Medical  Sjciei\-  and 
with  the  llarttiird  C'cnntx-  and  Xew  i'>riiain 
Medical  Siicieiie>,  of  which  latter  he  has  served  as 
president. 

Dr.  Stone  was  tirst  married  to  !Miss  Anna  E. 
Warner,  ilans^liter  ot  William  1'..  Warner,  of  ]''lym- 
outh.  Conn.,  and  hy  that  marria;_;e  has  two  chiUlrcn  : 
Dr.  William  Sieiie.  instructor  iti  the  \"anderbilt 
Clinic  in  the  College  of  I'liysicians  and  Surgeons, 
of  Xew  York  City:  and  ^liss  Mahel  W..  now  a 
teacher  in  the  L'nionviile  high  school,  llie  Doc- 
tor's second  and  present  wife  is  Rebecca  C,  daugh- 
ter of  Matthew  IJavis,  fc>mierlv  of  Providence,  R. 
I.,  and  bv  this  union  he  has  one  daughter.  FJiza- 
beth  H. 

THOMAS  1^,.  HATIIFAWVY,  a  well-known  ex- 
tensive tobacco  grower,  farmer  and  coal  dealer  of 
Poquonock.  and  a  selectman  in  the  town  of  \\'ind- 
sor,  was  born  Oct.  19,  1847,  O"  the  farm  wdiere  he 
now  resides,  a  son  of  George  and  Alma  (  Booth) 
Hatheway,  the  former  a  native  of  Suftield.  Conn., 
the  latter  of  Xew  Bedford.  Mass.  The  paternal 
.grandfatlier,  Samuel  Hatheway.  a  teacher  by  pro- 
fession, always  resided  in  Sufiield.  and  there  reared 
his  familv  of  si.x  children  :  Amos  :  Samuel ;  George  ; 
Emilv:  Eliza  :  and  Charlotte,  wife  of  Giles  Gris- 
wold.  all  of  wdiom  are  now  deceased. 

Georg-e  Hatheway.  wdio  was  next  to  the  young- 
est in  this  family,  received  but  a  limited  education, 
and  was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources  at  an  early 
age,  but  as  he  was  industrious  and  steadv  his  means 
gradually  increased,  and  he  became  the  possessor 
of  a  comfortable  competence,  wdiich  he  left  to  his 
children.  He  came  to  Windsor  when  a  voung  man, 
and  was  first  employed  in  the  mills  in  manufactur- 
ing cotton  batting.  He  was  a  self-made  man  in 
the  fullest  sense  of  that  oft  misused  term,  was  a 
most  excellent  citizen,  and  was  respected  bv  all 
who  knew  him.  Physically  he  was  thick-set,  but 
not  large.  He  was  a  stanch  supporter  first  of  the 
"Whig  and  later  of  the  Republican  party,  and  took 
an  active  interest  in  their  success,  but  was  never  a 
politician  in  the  sense  of  office  seeking.  Religiouslv 
both  he  and  his  wife  were  devout  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church.  During  the  later  years  of 
his  active  busine=s  life  he  engaged  in  farming  in 
"Windsor  town,  and  died  Pel).  27.  1877,  on  the  old 
homestead,  at  th.e  age  of  seventy-nine  years.  His 
wife,  who  survived  him  lor  a  time,  passed  awav  in 
December,  1S88.  at  the  age  of  eighty-one,  and  they 
r.ow  sleep  side  bv  side  in  the  Poquonock  cemetery. 
In  their  famih-  were  the  following  children:  Har- 
riet, who  first  married  Horace  Bement,  and  later 
Sidney  Cowles,  a  resident  of  Hartford  :  Delia,  who 
is  married  and  resides  in  Colorado:  Svlvia,  wife 
of  William  Warner,  of  Akron.  Ohio:  Marv,  wife 
of  William  H.  Packard,  of  Xew  Bedford, 'Mass. : 


I  I-'mma.  wife  e^f  Dr.  lMi>ig;i.  of  Berlin.  Conti.  :  Car- 

j  rie,  w  ife  of  B.   1{.  .Smith,  of  Willimaiuic.  Cotin. ; 

i  George,  who  died  in  W  indsor,  leaving  a  wife  anJ 

:  two  sons,  William  and  George;  Samuel,  wdio  died 

:  }"(amg:  and   Thumas  r>..  our  subject. 

j        Thoma-;  P..  ]laihewa\-  obtained  tlie  greater  part 

j  of  his  education  in  the  Poquonock  district  schools, 
but  attended  school  for  one  year  in  Xew  Bedford.. 
Mass.,  after  which  he  clerked  in  a  grocerv  store 
in  that  city  for  four  years.  The  following  vear  he 
engaged  in  farming  on  the  old  homestead,  and  then 
entered  the  store  of  Hatheway  Moshier.  of  Po- 
quonock, where  he  clcrkeii  fi^ir  three  vears.  For 
fifteen  years  he  was  a  clerk  and  bookkeei)er  in  th.e 
factory  at  Poquonock  belonging  to  the  Tunxis 
\\  orsted  Co.,  of  Austin  Dunh.am  &  Sons,  and  was 
also  superintendent  of  the  mills  for  three  vears. 
On  leaving  their  enqiluv  he  took  charge  of  the  old 
home  farm,  whicii  he  had  controlled  since  his  fa- 

;  ther's  death,  and  while  farming  was,  in  a  wav,  a 
new  business  to  him,  he  toeik  kindlv  to  it,  anil  has 
met  with  unusual  success.  In  recent  years  he  has 
also  carried  on  operations  as  a  coal  dealer  at  Po- 
quonock, being  the  first  dealer  of  the  kind  in  that 
place,  and  is  also  engaged  in  the  trucking  business. 
He  is  a  successful  tobacco  grower  as  well  as  an 

I  extensive  one,  and  is  a  pushing,  energetic  man,. 

I  and  one  of  the  highly  respected  citizens  of  his 
town. 

Mr.  Flathewav  has  been  twice  married,  his  first 
wife  being  Miss  Adelaide  S.  Reynolds,  of  Xew^ 
Bedford,  Mass.,  who  died  leaving  no  children.  For 
his  second  wife  he  married  Miss  Carrie  E.  Brown,- 
also  of  X'ew  Bedford,  a  daughter  of  John  E.  and 
Cynthia  (Rvderj  Brown,  and  to  them  have  been 
born  five  children:  ]£lsie,  Grace,  Am\'.  Marjories 
and  Gladys,  all  at  home  Init  Grace,  who  died  in 
infancv.  In  religious  faith  the  parents  are  botli 
Congregationalists.  Sociallv  ]\Ir.  Hatheway  is  a_ 
member  of  Washington  Eodge,  F.  &  A.  M..  at 
^\'indsor,  and  ])oliticallv  he  is  identified  with  the 
Republican  party.  In  1891  he  was  elected  select- 
man of  his  town,  and  has  most  creditably  and  ac- 
I  ceptablv  served  in  that  oftice  continuouslv  since. 

j       JEFFERSOX  RAXDOLPH  HOLCOMB.  The 
I  natural  advantages  of  this  section  attracted  at  an 
j  early  dav  a  superior  class  of  settlers,  thrifty,  in- 
I  dustrious,  prog'ressive  and  law-abiding,  wdiose  in- 
finance  gave  permanent  direction  to  the  develop- 
ment of  the  "locality.    Among  the  worthy  pioneers- 
of  Hartford  county  the    Holcomb  family  hold  a 
prominent  ])lace.  and  the  result  of  the  laljor  and' 
self-denial  of  those  past  .generations  is  manifest  in 
the  comfortable  homes  and    fertile,  well-arranged 
farms  wdiich  tliev  left  tn  their  descendants. 

The  first  of  the  Hi^lcomb  familv  to  come  tcv 
America  was  I  homas  Plolconib.  wdio  was  born  in 
Wales  in  1601.  and  located,  in  Dorchester.  Mass., 
in  1629.  In  i'').'^4  he  was  made  a  freeman,  and  the 
following  vear  he  came  to  Connecticut,  locating  in 
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Windsor,  Harti\ird  cuiuuy,  whore  ho  cnyagctl  in 
fanning'  until  called  iwm  this  lite,  ni  1057.  His 
lirst  wile,  iilizahetli,  bure  him  eight  cliildieu;  Abi- 
^.lil;  Joshua:  barah  ;  J'.enajah;  I'cboraii,  who  died 
\-oung;  Xathainel;  Deborah;  and  jeinathan.  For 
liis  Second  wile  lie  married  jane  linnis,  and  bolli 
died  in  \\  indsor,  where  their  remains  were  m- 
terred.  Joshua  liolcomb,  the  eKlesi  son  of  Thomas, 
was  born  Sept.  22,  1O40,  and  spent  his  entire  Hio 
as  a  farmer  in  tiie  town  of  W indsor.  lie  was  niar- 
ried,  Juno  4>  1OO3,  to  Ruth  Sherwood,  and  <.lied  in 
1690.  His  second  chikl,  Joshua  Holcomb,  Jr.,  was 
born  in  IO72,  and  when  a  young  man  removed  to 
Sinisbnry,  where  he  followed  agricullin-<d  pursuits 
until  life's  labors  were  ended.  His  son  Joshua  was 
born  in  Simsbury  Sept.  iS,  1C90,  and  like  his  an- 
cestors followed  farming"  as  a  life  work.  He 
wedded  Mary  Griffin,  of  Simsl)ury,  by  whom  he  had 
several  children,  and  he  died  in  Simsbury.  One 
son,  Hezokiah  Holcomb,  was  born  Jan.  27,  1726, 
and  was  also  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He  married 
Susan  Alderman,  who  died  Oct.  7,  1814,  and  his 
death  occurred  in  July,  1794.  He  was  known  as 
Capt.  Holcomb,  and  was  quite  a  prominent  man  in 
his  community. 

The  next  in  direct  line  was  Hezokiah  Holcomb, 
the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  who  was  born 
Sept.  2,  1750,  in  Simsbury  (now  town  of  East 
Granbyj,  where  he  spent  his  entire  life.  He  was 
a  land  owner  and  successful  farmer,  devoting  his 
entire  attention  to  agriculture  and  stock  raising. 
He  was  well  known  and  highly  respected,  was  a 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  a  Democrat 
in  politics.  He  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
being  Chloe  Pinney,  who  was  born  in  1750  and  died 
in  1787-  They  had  seven  children:  Hezekiah, 
Tliomas,  Alexander,  Joel,  Abrain,  Bates  and  Cicero. 
The  father  of  this  family  died  in  the  town  of  East 
Granby,  Xov.  8,  1820,  and  was  buried  in  Scotland 
cemetery,  Bloomfield  town. 

Joel  Holcomb,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born  on  the  old  homestead  in  the  town  of  East 
Granby,  and  though  a  self-educated  man  he  became 
qttite  well  informed  by  extensive  reading  and  obser- 
vation, having  an  excellent  knowledge  of  the 
leading  events  and  topics  of  the  day.  He  was  a 
farmer  and  land  owner,  and  very  prominent  in 
public  matters,  ably  representing  his  district  in  both 
the  House  and  Senate  of  the  Connecticut  Legisla- 
ture. He  also  served  as  county  and  probate  judge 
for  many  years,  and  was  one  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished and  honored  citizens  of  his  community. 
He  died  on  the  farm  known  as  the  Col.  Samuel 
Clark  farm,  in  the  town  of  East  Granby,  now 
owned  and  occupied  by  our  subject,  and  was  buried 
in  Scotland  cemetery,  town  of  Blovtmfield.  He 
first  married  Chios  Case,  of  Simsbury,  who  died 
in  Granby  and  was  also  buried  in  Scotland  ceme- 
tery. The  children  born  to  them  were  Joel  C. ; 
Chloe,  wife  of  Virgil  Cornish  ;  Jane,  wife  of  Will- 
iam Alather;  Sophia,  wife  of  William  Mitchell ;.  and  ' 


Kaynor.  His  second  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Hulda  Thelps,  and  was  the  widow  of  Col.  Samuel 
Clark.  1  hero  were  no  children  born  by  tliis  union. 
At  her  death  lier  remains  were  interred  in  East 
Granby  cemetery. 

Kaynor  Holcomb,  father  of  our  subject,  at- 
tended the  common  schools  near  his  boyhood  home, 
and  also  a  select  school  at  Red  Hook,  X.  Y.  It 
was  his  ambition  to  become  a  lawyer,  but  circum- 
siances  prevented  him  from  doing  so,  and  after 
completing  his  education  he  spent  three  years  as  a 
contractor,  aiding  in  the  construction  of  the  W  ind- 
sor Locks  canal,  but  made  nothing  in  that  under- 
taking. Ho  then  obtained  employment  as  a  travel- 
ing salesman,  selling  clocks  through  the  Southern 
States  during  the  eleven  years  he  was  engaged 
in  that  business.  On  his  return  to  Hartford  county. 
Conn.,  he  located  near  Granby  Station,  and  turned 
his  attention  to  farming.  In  1S50  ho  went  to  Cali- 
fornia in  search  of  gold,  and  after  eighteen  months 
spent  upon  the  Pacitic  slope,  returned  home.  After 
the  death  of  his  father  he  located  on  the  Col.  Clark 
farm,  of  175  acres,  where  he  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  dying  there  in  February,  1891,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-six  years.  In  East  Granby  town  (then 
Granbyj,  he  married  ]\Iiss  Betsv  Alderman,  a  native 
of  that  place,  and  a  daughter  of  Irijah  Alderman. 
To  them  were  born  three  children  :  Chloe  E.,  wife 
of  B.  L.  Yale,  of  ]\Ieriden,  New  Flaven  Co.,  Conn. ; 
Jefferson  R.,  our  subject ;  and  Walter,  who  died 
v\'hen  a  young  man.  The  mother  departed  this  life 
in  1S61,  and  both  she  and  her  husband  were  laid 
to  rest  in  the  Holcomb  burying  ground,  town  of 
East  Granby.  Both  were  attendants  of  the  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  were  lield  in  high  regard  by  all 
who  knew  them.  r\Ir.  Holcomb  was  one  of  the 
most  prominent  and  iniluential  members  of  the 
Democratic  party  in  his  community,  and  by  the 
popular  vote  was  elected  to  both  the  Legislature 
and  State  Senate,  in  which  bodies  he  became  quite 
popular  and  most  efficiently  represented  his  district. 
He  was  an  industrious  and  energetic  man,  noted 
for  his  honesty  and  uprightness. 

Jefferson  R.  Holcomb,  subject  of  this  review, 
one  of  the  best  known  citizens  of  the  town  of 
East  Granby,  was  born  there  April  12,  1837,  and 
during  his  boyhood  and  youth  was  a  student  in  the 
public  schools  of  that  locality  and  the  Suffield  In- 
stitute, then  under  the  direction  of  Prof.  Wood- 
bury. After  finishing  his  education  he  took  up 
farming  upon  the  old  homestead,  where  he  has 
ever  since  carried  on  that  occupation  with  marked 
success,  while  making  a  specialty  of  tobacco  culture 
and  stock  raising.  He  owns  and  operates  eighty 
acres  of  well-cultiA'ated  land,  on  which  he  has  made 
extensive  im])rovements.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
to  engage  in  the  raising  of  tobacco  in  this  section, 
and  what  is  grown  upon  his  place  always  com- 
mands the  highest  market  price. 

Mr.  Holcomb  married  Aliss  So|)hronia  Spell- 
man,  a  native  of  Simsbury,  and  to  them  have  been 
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born  four  dauglitors :  Klizabctli  A..  Chloe  C,  Flor- 
ence G.,  and  X  irg'inia.  W  ith  their  parents  they 
hold  nieniborship  in  the  Episcopal  Church.  Like 
liis  ancestors,  ^lr.  llolconib  is  a  stanch  supporter 
of  the  Democratic  party  antl  its  principles,  and  he, 
too,  has  been  honored  with  important  ollicial  posi- 
tions, in  1SS2  representing  the  town  of  EasfGranby 
in  the  State  Legislature.  He  has  rilled  other  public 
positions,  such  as  selectman  and  member  of  the 
school  board,  and  his  ofhcial  duties  have  always  been 
most  capably  and  satisfactorily  performed. 

FRANK  L.  BURR,  D.,  was  born  at  Kill- 
ingworth,  Middlesex  Co.,  Conn.,  son  of  Dr.  Harris 
R.  Burr,  a  distingusishcd  physician,  and  a  man 
prominent  in  pulilic  affairs. 

Dr.  Harris  R.  Burr  was  a  native  of  Fladdam. 
He  began  life  in  humble  circumstances,  and  his 
prosperity  in  after  years  was  the  result  of  his  own 
unaided  efforts,  guided  by  earnest  resolution  and 
unflinching  integrity.  Flis  early  education  was  re- 
ceived in  the  common  schools,  supplemented  by  a 
course  in  Worcester  (]\Iass.)  ^^ledical  College,  from 
Avliich  institution  he  graduated  in  1849,  being  also 
a  member  of  the  Alumni.  After  leaving  college 
he  took  up  his  residence  at  New  Haven,  where  he 
practiced  medicine  for  two  years,  removing  after 
that  period  to  Killingworth,  where  he  resided  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  September,  1861.  His 
practice  was  extensive  and  lucrative,  and  his  moral 
worth  and  genial  disposition,  no  less  than  his 
professional  skill,  endeared  him  to  his  townspeople. 
At  the  time  of  his  demise  he  was  high  sheriff'  of 
Middlesex  county.  He  also  owned  a  large  farm, 
which  he  conducted  with  marked  success.  Politi- 
cally he  was  a  Democrat,  and  was  elected  by  that 
party  to  the  Legislature  in  1856.  He  was  a  devout 
and  active  member  of  the  jNIethodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  prominent  in  every  good  work  of  that 
organization,  being  trustee  of  the  church  and  super- 
intendent of  the  Sunday-school  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  Dr.  Burr  married  Clarinda  Blatchley,  by 
whom  he  had  six  children,  as  follows :  Eugene  H. 
was  for  a  quarter  of  a  centurv  treasurer  of  the 
Russell  iMfg.  Co.,  and  is  now  president  of  the  Col- 
umbia Baking  Co.,  of  Middletown  ;  Frank  L.  is  more 
fully  referred  to  below ;  Colin  died  when  he  was 
but  five  years  old ;  ^Slary  E.  passed  away  at  the 
age  of  seventeen ;  IVIyron  C.  resides  at  ^liddktown, 
and  is  connected  with  the  Grand  Union  Tea  Co. 
The  mother  of  this  family  died  in  1876,  in  her  fifty- 
seventh  year. 

Dr.  Frank  L.  Burr,  our  subject,  received  his 
early  education  in  the  public  schools,  and  in  1865 
attended  Abingdon  (111.)  College,  where  he  re- 
mained for  two  years.  On  his  return  home  he 
entered  the  office  of  Dr.  X.  D.  Hodgkins,  of  Rocky 
Hill,  and  a  year  later  matriculated  at  the  Phila- 
delphia IVfedical  College,  graduating  from  that  in- 
stitution in  1871,  after  which  he  returned  to  Kill- 
ingworth, where  he  at  once  entered  professional 


i  practice.  After  six  months  spent  there  he  removed 
I  to  -Middletown,  and  in  1884  to  Rocky  Hill,  wliere  he 

has  ever  since  resided, 
j  In  October,  1871,  Dr.  Burr  v.-as  married  to 
I  Miss  Josephine  A.  Clark,  and  their  marriage  has 
j  been  blessed  v/ilh  six  chiKlren,  the  eldest  of  whom, 
I  tlarris  L.,  is  a  bookkeeper  for  the  Pope  Mfg.  Co., 
}  of  Hartford;  Carl  E.,  the  second  son,  has  a  po- 
!  sition  in  the  otYicc  of  Gately  &  Co.,  New  Haven; 
1  Colin  C.  is  a  draftsman;  Clara  J.,  a  stenographer; 
i  and  Rollin  C,  a  student  in  Wesleyan  College  at 
Aliddlelown.  The  youngest  daughter,  Hattie  E., 
died  when  but  three  years  of  age. 

Dr.  Burr's  professional  skill  has  won  for  him  a 
large  and  profitable  practice,  while  his  unquestioncil 
probity,  joined  to  sound  judgment  and  excellent 
common  sense,  have  made  him  prominent  in  tlie 
affairs  of  the  communities  in  which  he  has  lived. 
While  practicing  at  Middletown  he  was  for  eight 
years  city  physician,  and  has  for  three  years  filled 
the  post  of  health  officer  at  Rocky  Hill.  From  1S85 
to  1893  he  acted  as  town  clerk.  In  politics  he  is 
affiliated  with  the  Republican  party,  and  in  religious 
faith  is  a  Congregationalist.  For  eight  years  he  has 
served  on  the  school  board,  and  is  at  present  act- 
ing as  school  visitor. 

GARYAN  BROTHERS,  of  Windsor,  constitute 
a  firm  which  stands  second  to  none  in  the  grocery 
trade,  and  their  constantly  growing  custom  among 
the  best  class  of  people  is  evidence  of  their  sound 
business  methods.  Their  success  is  the  more 
notable  because  they  succeeded  a  merchant  who  had 
not  made  the  venture  profitable,  and  at  the  outset 
I  they  met  with  remonstrances  from  friends  who 
feared  failure  on  account  of  lack  of  experience  and 
capital.  But  enterprise,  joined  with  caution  and 
good  common  sense,  won  the  day,  each  year  seeing 
a  substantial  gain,  and  the  future  presents  a  bright 
prospect.  An  unvarying  courtesy  has  been  a  fac- 
tor in  gaining  a  desirable  class  of  patrons,  and  by 
their  straightforward  and  honorable  dealings  thev 
have  secured  a  high  reputation  for  reliability  which 
is,  in  itself,  a  reward  worthy  of  notice. 

The  brothers  are  descended  froin  good  old  Irish 
stock,  and  their  paternal  ancestors  were  people  of 
wealth    and  position,    but    misfortune  befell  the 
family  in  later  times.    Their  grandfather,  Thomas 
j  Garvan,  married  ]\Iiss  Carey,  and  had  six  children: 
!  John,  who  died  in  Rockville,  Conn. ;  Lawrence,  an 
j  architect,  who  died  in  San  Francisco;  James,  who 
died  in  the  same  city ;  Thomas,  who  is  mentioned 
I  more  fully  below;  Joanna  (?klrs.  James  Murphy), 
!  who  died  in  Fulton,  Oswego  Co.,  N.  Y. ;  and  Kate 
(Mrs.  Timothy  Norris),  who  died  in  Rockville. 
The  mother  of  this  family  died  in  Ireland,  and  in 
1840  the  father  came  to  the  United  States  with  all 
i  of  his  children,  his  last  years  being  spent  at  Wind- 
sor in  the  home  of  his  son  Thomas.    He  died  at 
I  the  advanced  age  of  eighty  vears,  and  his  remains 
^  now  rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Windsor  Locks. 
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Tliomas  Garvan.  the  father  of  the  brollicrs  wiiosc 
historv  is  outlincil  in  this  biograpiiy,  was  born  Dec. 
17,  1820,  in  Coiuity  Tippciary,  Ireland,  and  as  his 
parents  were  then  in  comfortable  circumstances  he 
had  inuisnalK'  g^od  educational  advantages.  He  wa> 
but  little  over  twenty  years  old  wlien  tlie  family 
came  10  the  L'u'ted  States,  the  VL\vage  in  a  sailing 
vessel  lasting  thirteen  weeks.  On  his  arrival  he 
was  obliged  to  take  such  employment  as  he  could 
fnid,  and  for  a  time  he  worked  in  Schenectady,  N. 
Y.,  but  soon  after  the  opening  of  the  American 
jMills  at  Rockville,  Conn.,  he  bjcame  watchman 
there.  Men  of  his  nationality  were  not:  numerous 
tliere,  and  as  he  was  a  devout  Catholic  among 
Protestants  the  diti'erences  in  their  views  caused 
more  or  less  friction,  but  the  superintendent,  W. 
A.  Lovell,  who  took  a  strong  liking  to  Mr.  Garvan, 
used  his  intluence  to  make  his  situation  pleasant. 
Later  ]Mr.  Garvan  was  employed  as  a  mill  w^atch- 
man  in  Amsterdam.  N.  Y.,  and  at  Windsor,  this 
county,  where  he  married  [Miss  Margaret  Norris 
and  made  a  permanent  home.  He  purchased  a  farm 
from  Alvan  Fenton,  and  for  many  years  was  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits,  while  for  some  time 
his  house  was  a  center  of  home  life  for  his  brothers 
and  sisters,  wdiom  he  assisted  in  securing  situations 
and  in  other  ways.  He  was  a  man  of  fine  mental 
gifts,  and,  physically,  was  well  built,  his  health  being 
excellent  until  a  few  years  previous  to  his  death.  In 
politics  he  was  a  strong  Republican,  but  he  never 
sought  or  held  office.  He  died  Dec.  31,  1896,  his 
interment  being  in  Blue  Hills  cemettry.  His  widow 
still  resides  at  the  old  home  which  was  jjurchased 
from  the  other  heirs  by  three  of  the  sons,  James  L., 
John  H.,  and  William ;  she  is  much  respected  for 
her  excellent  qualities,  and  belongs  to  an  old  family 
of  County  Tipperary,  Ireland.  Her  father  was 
William  Norris  and  her  three  brothers,  Stephen, 
William  and  ^Michael,  who  settled  in  Windsor  pre- 
vious to  her  coming,  were  among  the  first  Irishmen 
to  locate  there.  To  Thomas  and  [Margaret  Garvan 
were  born  four  sons :  James  L.,  of  the  firm  of  Gar- 
van Brothers ;  Thomas,  a  farmer  of  the  town  of 
Windsor ;  William,  a  resident  of  Cheyenne,  Wyom- 
ing, where  he  is  manager  of  a  large  clothing  house, 
and  enjoys  a  very  responsible  position  ;  and  John 
H.,  the  junior  member  of  the  firm.  Thomas  Gar- 
van, the  father  of  this  family,  was  twice  married, 
first  time  to  a  Miss  Farrell,  of  Providence,  R.  I., 
and  by  her  had  three  daughters:  [\Iary  (Mrs. 
Walter  Richardson,  of  North  Grafton,  Alass.)  ; 
Nora  (unmarried),  a  resident  of  Windsor;  and 
Katy  (Mrs.  Joseph  Evans,  of  Windsor).  About 
one  year  after  the  death  of  the  mother  of  this 
family,  the  father  wedded  Miss  Margaret  Norris, 
of  Windsor,  Conn.,  as  above  related. 

James  L.  G.mu^ax,  senior  member  of  the  firm, 
was  born  at  Windsor.  Aug.  18.  1859,  and  after  com- 
pleting a  common-school  course  studied  for  a  time 
in  the  academy.  From  childhood  he  assisted  in  the 
work  of  the  farm,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  he  be- 


came "general  utilitv  boy"  for  David  S.  Rowland, 
a  retircil  business  man,  his  wages  being  seven  dollars 
per  month  at  the  start.  For  thirteen  years  he  re- 
mained with  I\lr.  Rowland,  whose  implicit  confi- 
dence he  gained  by  his  fidcliiv  and  trustworthi- 
ness, and  after  the  hitter's  death  he,  engaged  in 
farming,  which  he  followed  until  1893.  He  and 
his  brother  J.  H.  then  bought  their  present  grocery 
business  from  John  Gilligan,  and  since  that  time  he 
has  given  his  exclusive  attention  to  its  management. 
\\  hile  he  is  not  a  politician,  he  is  a  firm  supporter 
of  the  Republican  party,  being  a  regular  voter,  and 
he  and  his  wife  are  leading  members  of  the  Catho- 
lic Church  in  Windsor.  Un  Oct.  26,  189S,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Mame  Buttimer,  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  and 
they  have  one  son,  Raymond  L. 

Joiix  H.  Garvax,  who  is  also  a  native  of  Wind- 
sor, born  Jan.  24.  1865,  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  the  old  academy.  As  a  boy  he  worked 
for  some  time  in  a  screw  factory  in  Hartford,  but 
he  had  a  strong  inclination  for  commercial  pursuits, 
and  at  an  early  age  became  a  clerk  for  ]M.  D. 
Murphy,  of  Windsor,  with  whom  he  remained  three 
years.  He  then  entered  the  emplcv  of  John  (jilli- 
gan,  and  after  seven  years  as  a  clerk  he  and  his 
brother  became  the  proprietors  of  the  store.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  he  is  active  in  relig- 
ious work  as  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Church,  in 
,  which  he  holds  office.  He  married  [Miss  Celia  Gil- 
:  ligan,  daughter  of  Patrick  Gilligan,  of  Windsor, 
and  they  have  two  sons,  Edward  F.  and  Arthur  L. 

HARLAN  PAGE  PARSONS,  a  leading  citizen 
of  Enfield,  was  born  in  that  town  Sept.  11,  1841, 
son  of  Jabez  and  Harriet  (Allen)  Parsons.  His 
paternal     grandparents,     Asahel     and  Christian 
(Terry)    Parsons,  were  both  natives  of  Enfield, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming.    They  reared  a  fatn- 
ily  of  four  children:  Jabez,  Aurelia  ([Mrs.  Loren 
Buckland),  Lucinda  ([Mrs.  Sylvester  \"iets),  and 
Winthrop.    Asahel  Parsons  was  a  son  of  Asahel 
and  Abigail   (Kingsbury)   Parsons;  grandson  of 
i  Christopher  and  [Marv  (Pease)  Parsons;  and  great- 
grandson  of  Benjamin  Parsons,  a  descendant  of 
;  Benjamin  Parsons,  who  was  supposed  to  be  the  first 
]  ancestor  of  the  family  in  America,  emigrating  from 
England. 

The  maternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
Chester  and  Polly  (Buckland)  Allen,  the  former  a 
descendant  of  Samuel  Allen,  who  came  from 
Braintrce,  in  the  county  of  Essex.  England,  in  1636, 
settling  in  [Meriden,  Conn.,  where  he  died  in  1648. 
He  was  a  farmer.  The  paternal  grandmother  of 
our  subject.  Christian  Terry,  was  a  daughter  of 
Ebonezcr  and  .Sarah  (Hurlburt)  Terry. 

Harlan  Page  Parsons  was  reared  to  manhood 
in  Enfield,  and  educated  in  the  public  schools.  He 
;  began  life  as  a  teacher,  teaching  school  in  his  native 
!  county  for  several  terms,  and  also  worked  at  the 
carpenter's  trade,  but  he  has  principally  followed 
farming  as  an  occupation.    [Mr.  Parsons  has  been 
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married  twice.  His  first  wile.  Celi;i  I.,  dauy:luer  of 
Steplien  and  hvne  (^Munsell  l  rarnhain.  of  Elling- 
ton, Tolland  Co..  Conn.,  hore  him  two  sons:  .Arthnr 
C.  and  Rollin  1'.,  the  cider  a  chemist  and  the 
younger  still  a  sindient.  I'or  his  second  wife  Mr. 
Parsons  married  ."-^arah  A.,  daughter  of  Daniel  H. 
and  Lucinda  (^I'heliis)  Ahhe,  of  En.hekl.  Mrs. 
Parsons  died  I'cb.  _'5,  iSgo.  Mr.  J 'arsons  is  a 
member  and  deacon  of  the  ]-"irst  C-'ngregational 
Church  of  Eniield.  He  is  a  cliarter  member  of 
Enfield  Grange.  In  politics  h.e  is  a  supporter  of 
the  Reptiblican  part).  He  is  a  jirogrcssive  and  suc- 
cessful farmer.  anM  is  held 'in  Iiigh  esteem  bv  all 
-who  know  him. 

XOR^L\X  W.  STRICKLAND,  a  prosperous 
agriculturist  of  Glastonburv  town,  is  noted  for  his 
ability  as  a  manager,  and  his  fine  farm  of  240  acres 
gives  evidence  of  his  skill. 

3.1r.  Strickland  is  a  member  of  a  family  which 
has  long  been  identified  with  that  locality.  His 
great-grandfather.  !Myer  Strickland,  was  born  prob- 
ably in  Connecticut,  and  his  grandfather.  Elisha 
Strickland,  followed  farming  in  Glastonbury  for 
many  years ;  the  latter  built  the  old  house  nearly 
opposite  our  subject's  present  residence.  In  later 
years  he  went  to  Stafford,  Conn.,  to  reside  with  his 
youngest  living  son,  Lysander,  and  liis  death  oc- 
ctirred  there  abotit  1845.  He  married  Polly  Root, 
a  native  of  ]\Iarlboro,  and  they  had  five  children : 
(i)  Austin  married  Hester  Spencer,  and  settled  on 
a  farm  in  Glastonbiiry ;  (  2  )  \'in?on  R.,  our  sub- 
ject's father,  is  mentioned  more  fully  belc>w ;  (3) 
Lysander,  a  wheelwright  by  trade,  married  IMaria 
Holmes,  and  resided  in  Stafford  and  ]\Iicldletown, 
but  his  death  occurred  in  Hartford ;  1 4J  IMinerva 
married  Eli  Warner,  a  farmer  of  Ellington,  and  had 
a  son,  Eli,  who  became  a  physician  in  Hartford; 
and  (5)  Eliza  died  in  childhood.  Elisha  Strick- 
land was  a  AMiig  in  political  sentiment.  He  never 
sought  office,  and  was  a  plain,  imassuming  man  in 
every  way. 

A'inson  R.  Strickland  was  born  June  16,  1805, 
at  the  old  homestead  in  Glastonbury,  received  a 
common-school  education,  and  for  man\'  years  was 
engaged  in  farming.  He  was  known  as  "Major'' 
Strickland,  being  drum-major  in  the  local  militia, 
and  was  remarkably  expert  as  a  drummer  on  the 
snare-drum,  a  valued  accomplishment  in  those  days, 
when  fife  and  drum  music  was  mucn  used  at  puldic 
gatherings.  So  favorablv  were  his  talents  in  this 
line  regarded  that  he  was  frequently  called  upon  to 
play  in  other  towns.  He  died  }iL'irch  15,  1S66, 
his  remains  being  interred  at  Puckingham.  In  1830 
he  married  ]Miss  Sarah  M.  Sk'inner,  who  was  born 
May  18,  1813,  in  P.olton.  daughter  of  Sylvester  and 
.Sallie  (Keeney)  Skinner.  Xi>rman  W.,  our  sub- 
ject, was  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  seven  children, 
of  whom  four  are  living.  ( lilbert  M.  married 
Sarah  Jewett,  of  Hampt(Mi,  and  died  in  Glastonbury  ; 
they  had  three  sons — Charles  G.  (a  farmer)  and 


Wells  .\.  (who  owns  a  sawmill),  both  unmarried 
and  residing  with  their  mnihcr  in  Cilastor.bury  ;  and 
\\  illred  Iv,  Jewett,  deceased.  I'rancis  |.  died  in 
Kansas,  unmarried.  Ji.ihn  1!.  mai-ried  Sus;m  Hatha- 
way, ami  settled  in  S>n!th  lladlev.  Mass.,  where  he 
died;  he  left  i\ne  daughter,  .Marw  Sarah  married 
Ale.x.  Ingels.  of  M  iddleli  )\\  n.  and  had  two  children 
— Artluu-  and  Grace.  Atlella  married  b'erdinand 
Davis,  of  Hartford,  and  has  one  child,  Clift'e.  Ed- 
win \  .  married  .Margaret  Alarting,  and  resides  in 
Bin-nside.  Conn.;  they  have  one  son,  Harold. 

Xorman  W.  Strickland  was  born  Dec.  29,  1832, 
on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides.    -\s  a  boy  he 

,  attended  the  district  school,  and  for  two  years  he 

'  studied  at  a  select  school  held  in  the  basement  of  the 
Methodist  church  at  Jiast  Glastonbury,  conducted 
by  a  .Mr.  Rush  and  later  bv  a  Mr.  Xickerson.  On 
leaving  school  he  began  to  work  out  by  the  month, 

I  for  Si 8,  large  wages  for  those  times,  and  later  re- 
ceived S20  per  month.  He  was  employed  in  \'ernon 
for  a  time,  and  then  rented  a  farm  for  two  years, 
and  also  spent  three  years  at  South  Windsor  as 
superintendent  of  the  town  farm.  He  and  his  wife 
then  lived  with  Henry  King  for  a  year,  and  in 
1865  removed  to  their  present  farm,  having  pur- 

I  chased  a  portion  of  the  tract.    Mr.  Strickland  has 

;  made  very  extensive  improvements,  his  attractive 

!  dwelling  having  been  built  in  1896,  and  he  has 
added  more  land  from  time  to  time  until  his  farm 

'  is  now  one  of  the  largest  in  the  section.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Republican,  but  he  has  never  eared  for  office, 
though  often  urged  to  run.    Quiet  and  unasstiming 

'  in  disposition,  he  is,  nevertheless,  highly  respected, 
and  his  advice  is  often  .^ought  on  business  matters. 
He  lias  served  as  administrator  of  an  estate  at  the 

■  request  of  the  heirs.  Mr.  Strickland  and  his  family 
are  members  of  the  Puckingdiam  Congregational 

:  Church,  and  he  has  been  chairman  of  the  society  for 

:  nine  years. 

:  On  Alay  18,  1858,  Mr.  Strickland  married  ^^liss 
Sarah  'M.  Taft,  of  Xevv  York,  wdio  was  born  there 
April  25,  1833,  daughter  of  bVed  G.  and  Eresby 

'  (Driggsi  Taft.  '  The  only  child  of  this  union, 
Julia  G.,  born  .March  28.  i86r),  attended  the  com- 
mon schools  until  fourteen  }ears  of  age,  and  after- 
ward the  Glastonbury  Academy,  from  which  she 
graduated.  She  married  George  Kenyon,  who  was 
born  in  Andover,  Conn.,  but  lives  in  Glastonbury, 
where  he  owns  a  fine  farm  and  runs  a  large  dairv. 
In  politics  he  is  a  iJenvjcrat.  Fliey  have  one  child, 
Grace  G.,  born  June  iC),  1887. 

Ered  G.  Taft,  father  of  Mrs.  Strickland,  was 

:  born  in  Xew  York  Cily,  son  of  Joel  Taft,  a  joiner, 
who  at  one  time  worked  Trinity  church.  He 
learned  his  father's  trade,  and  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  sash  and  l)linds.  In  1847  brought 
his  family  to  Coimecticut,  settling  in  Glastonbury, 
where  he  died  in  1S63.  His  jiolitical  sympathies 
were  with  the  Dem.ocratic  partv,  and  in  religion  he 
was  a  member  of  the  M.  IL  Church.  Mr.  Taft  was 
twicO  married,  his  first  wife  being  Eresby  Driggs, 
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a  native  of  Urnoklyn,  X.  Y.,  who  tliril  in  \c\v  York 
in  ^Jay,  1833,  leaving-  two  cliilthen,  i  lanict  A.  and 
Sarali  .M.  (  Alis.  Sirickland  ) .  \\\  his  second  mar- 
riage, to  Caroline  Cnrtis.  Mr.  Tail  liad  seven  chil- 
dren: J-"rederick  |.,  Philnra  E.,  Caroline  A.,  Joel 
C,  George  W  .,  Lyman  and  llenrv.  Mrs.  Strick- 
land's maternal  grandfather,  Klijah  ]  )riggs,  -  was  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  181J,  ami  received  a  pension. 
He  was  a  shi])l)uilder  by  occnpation,  and  was  en- 
£::aged  at  his  trade  in  the  navv  vards  at  Xcw  York 
Cilv  when  killed  at  the  lannching  of  a  ship. 

EDWARD  FRAXCIS  ST.  JOHX.  Among 
tlie  leading  residents  of  Uoskins  Station,  in  the  town 
of  Sinisbnry,  the  genial  and  accommodating  repre- 
sentative of  the  J'hiiadelphia,  Reading  &  Xew  En.g- 
land  Railway  Co.  is  nnmbered.  J'or  a  score  of  vears 
he  has  represented  that  road  near  the  scenes  of  his 
childhood.  He  is  also  a  bnsiness  man  and  a  farmer, 
and  one  of  the  thriftiest  and  most  snbstantial  niun  of 
the  commnnity. 

iMr.  St.  John  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  at 
Hoskins  Station  ^lay  23,  1839,  son  of  Zopher  and 
Eunice  (Harmon)  St.  John.  The  father  was  born 
Oct.  17,  1799,  near  Hoskins  Station,  on  a  farm 
which  his  father,  Elijah  St.  John,  a  native  of  X'or- 
walk,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  purchased  and  occupied. 
Zopher  and  Eunice  St.  John  were  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  namely:  ^Martha  L. :  ]\Iary,  who  mar- 
ried George  \\'.  Harmon;  Hilpah,  who  married 
]\Iarvin  D.  Hoskins ;  Eunice ;  Edward  F.,  our  sub- 
ject ;  Louise,  who  married  Prof.  Rufus  C.  Hitch- 
cock :  Chloe  :  Sanford  Z. ;  'and  Xewell. 

Our  subject  attended  the  home  district  schools, 
and  also  the  select  schools  of  Simsbury  and  of 
TarifTville.  From  early  boyhood  he  had  charge  of 
his  father's  farm,  and  upon  the  death  of  his  father, 
in  1872,  he  and  his  brother  X'ewell  partitioned  the 
home  place,  Edward  F.  retaining  the  homestead  and 
fifty  acres  of  land.  Fie  has  ever  since  been  en- 
gaged in  tobacco  culture  and  in  dairying  and  gen- 
eral farming,  also  dealing  in  tobacco.  He  has  made 
extensive  improvements  on  the  farm,  remodeling 
the  homestead,  and  fitting  it  with  modern  appli- 
ances. On  Xov.  19,  1864,  in  East  Granby,  he  mar- 
ried Charlotte  E.  Cushman,  a  native  of  East 
Granby,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Per- 
kins) Cushman,  and  sister  of  ]\Irs.  X'ewell  St.  John. 
To  our  subject  and  wife  three  children  have  been 
born:  Flarmon  E.,  Xellie  L.  and  George  C.  (i) 
Harmon  E.  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and 
at  Simsbury  Academy,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  at 
home.  (2)  Xellie  L.  in  her  girlhood  attended  the 
district  schools,  also  Simsbury  Academy  and  the 
Connecticut  Literary  Institute,  Suffield,  and  taught 
school  in  Simsbury.  She  married  Lucius  H.  Sey- 
mour, a  native  of  East  Granby,  and  a  prominent 
farmer,  son  of  Chester  Seymour  and  grandson  of 
Chester  Seymour,  and  brother  of  Mrs.  Toy,  of 
Simsbury.  (3)  George  C.  attended  the  district 
schools,  McLean's  Seminary  at  Simsbury,  and  the 


I  higii  scliool  of  Hartford.  He  is  now  a  junior  at 
i  Harvard  Colkge,  Cambridge. 

I        Our  sul)ject  was  tax  collector  for  nine  years  in 
i  Simsbury.    He  represented  the  town  in  the  State 
I  Legislature  in  1883,  having  been  elected  on  tlie  Re- 
I  ]:iul)lican  ticket,  and  served  on  the  committee  on 
]  Canvass  of  \  otcs :  he  has  been  assessor,  member 
I  of  the  l)oard  of  relief,  and  also  a  member  of  the 
i  school  board.    For  the  past  twenty  years  he  has 
been  the  reiiresentative  of  the  Philadelphia,  Reading 
&  Xev.-  Engiandi  Railway  Co.  at  Hoskins  Station.  He 
is  a  consistent  member  of  the  Congregational  Clnnxii 
and  is  highlv  respected.    Mrs.  St.  John  was  edu- 
i  cated  in  the  district  schools  of  East  Granby,  and 
j  also  a  select  school  of  Tariffville,  and  taught  school 
j  in  East  Granby,  Simsbury  (two  terms)  and  X'orth 
Bloomtield.    She  is  a  student  of  history,  and  is 
especiallv  interested  in  English  literature. 

^MIX.  The  famil}"  of  this  name  is  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  highly  respected  of  Connecticut. 
The  first  of  the  name  to  come  to  tliis  State  was 
Thomas  ?vlix,  who  made  his  home  in  X'ew  Haven 
as  early  as  1643,  niarried  Rebecca  Turner,  and  there 
died  in  1691. 

(II)  John  I\Iix,  a  son  of  these  hardy  pioneers, 
was  born  in  1649,  and  died  Jan.  21,  1712.  He  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Fleaton,  who  was  born  in  1650,  and 
died  in  August,  171 1. 

(III)  John  ]\Iix,  born  Aug.  25,  1676,  was  mar- 
ried X'ov.  25,  1702,  to  Sarah  Thompson,  who  was 
born  Jan.  16,  1671,  and  died  Xov.  21,  171 1.  ITe 
was  again  married  X'ov.  12,  171 2,  his  second  union 
being  with  ]\Irs.  Elizabeth  Booth,  who  died  in  May, 
1716.    On  Feb.  14,  1717,  he  married  Esther  Peck. 

(I\")  Ebenezer  ]\Iix,  born  in  1715-16,  died  in 
j  West  Hartford  Aug.  4,  1766.    He  was  a  large  land 
I  owner,  and  an  active  member  of  the  Congregational 
i  Church.    For  his  second  wife  he  wedded  ^Irs.  Mary 
I  (Sedgwick)  I\lerrill  (widow  of  Caleb  Merrill),  who 
was  born  in  171 5,  and  for  his  second  wife  he  mar- 
ried Anna  Goodwin,  of  V\'est  Hartford,  who  was 
born  in  1725,  and  died  in  1817. 

(A')  Elisha  ]\Iix,  one  of  the  Revolutionary 
heroes,  was  born  July  i,  1761,  and  died  June  12, 
1818.  He  married  Anna  \\'cbster,  who  was  born 
in  1759,  and  died  Jan.  27,  1842.  They  had  thirteen 
children,  four  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  the  others 
I  being:    Elisha;    Lucy;    Polly;    Fanny;    Sanutel ; 

James,  v.-ho  was  born  July  10,  1793,  and  was  the 
i  "father  of  ?\Iajor  F.  W.  ]\iix,  of  Stamford,  Conn.; 
i  Henry,    who    is    mentioned    below ;    Anna ;  and 
)  IMahala,  mother  of  George  T.  Goodwin, 
i        (^  I)   Henry  Mix  was  born  [March  18,  1795, 
i  and  was  reared  and  educated  in  West  Flartford. 
j  There  he  was  married,  }»Iay  24,  1821,  to  Miss  Ange- 
j  line  Bcardsley,  a  daughter  of  Jeremiah  William  anil 
1  Mary  (Pete)  Beardsley,  of  Stratford,  Fairfield  Co., 
Coim..  and  they  spent  their  entire  married  life  in 
West  Hartford,  in  the  house  now  occupied  by  their 
daughter.  Miss  Frances  H.  Mix.    Mr.  I^Iix  was  a 
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farmer  by  occupation,  and  though  for  several  years 
an  invaUcl  met  with  a  fair  degree  of  success  in  liis 
undertakings,  lie  took  an  active  interest  in  the 
Ecclesiastical  Society,  though  not  a  member  of  any 
church,  and  liis  honorable,  upright  life  gained  for 
him  the  contidence  and  high  regard  of  all  with  whom 
lie  came  in  contact,  lie  died  Sept.  2=,,  1806,  and 
his  wife  passed  away  r\lay  i,  1872.  Of  the  five 
children  born  to  this  worthy  couple,  (i)  Frances 
H.,  is  the  eldest.  {2)  Catherine  Elizabeth  is  now  the 
widow  of  Thomas  Sumner,  and  resides  in  New 
Haven  with  her  stepson,  I'rof.  W.  G.  Sumner,  cf 
Yale  I'niversity,  New  Haven.  She  has  two  chil- 
dren, Henry  'M.,  who  married  Grace  Wheeler;  and 
Alice,  wife  of  Walter  "Camp.  (3)  Harriet  married 
Richard  Graham,  who  died  in  Cuba.  (4)  George 
Henry,  a  resident  of  Danville,  Iowa,  married  Sabeth 
Huntington,  and  they  have  eight  children,  Bell, 
Hart  Henry,  Lee  Wallace,  Ida  B.  (^wife  of  Warren 
Matthews),  P'ort  Lundy  (who  married  Clarabel 
jMoorej,  Bert  Bradbury,  Edward  Livingston,  and 
Ray  Webster.  (5)  Edward  Livingston,  youngest 
son  of  Henry  ]\Iix,  became  very  prominent  in  church 
and  public  attairs,  and  at  one  time  faithfullv  repre- 
sented liis  town  in  the  State  Legislature.  He  mar- 
ried Lora  Dewey,  and  died  Jan.  i,  1892. 

GEORGE  SLMPSON,  Jr.,  a  well-known  citi- 
zen of  Hazardville,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Enfield 
Oct.  9,  1867,  a  son  of  George  and  IVIargarct  Ham- 
ilton Simpson.  His  paternal  grandparents  were 
John  and  Jeanette  (  Stevenson)  Simpson,  who  came 
froin  Kilmarnock,  Scotland,  to  America  in  1830, 
and  settled  in  Greensboro,  Orleans  Co.,  \'t.,  where 
they  engaged  in  farming,  and  resided  through  life. 

George  Simpson,  Sr.,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Kilmarnock,  Scotland,  Oct.  19,  1826, 
and  was  four  years  old  when  brought  to  America 
by  his  parents.  He  was  reared  in  Greensboro,  Vt. 
In  1847  he  came  to  Tompsonville,  Hartford  Co., 
Conn.,  and  for  two  years  peddled  tin  for  David 
W^oodrutt,  and  for  one  year  worked  on  a  farm.  In 
1850  he  returned  to  Greensboro,  Vt.,  where  he  was 
occtipied  in  farming  and  merchandising  until  1863, 
when  he  settled  in  Enfield  and  engaged  in  the  meat 
business  at  Scitico,  which  he  continued  there  for 
four  years.  Then  removing  to  Hazardville,  he  was 
engaged  in  the  same  business  until  1883,  when  he 
retired,  although  he  has  since  been  a  dealer  in 
horses  and  cattle  to  some  extent. 

On  ]\Iay  24,  1858,  ^Ir.  Simpson  was  married  to 
Margaret,  daughter  of  John  and  Agnes  (Roland) 
Hamilton,  of  Lowell,  ]\Iass.,  and  has  five  children: 
John  H.,  Ellsworth  L.,  Ella  A.  (}.Irs.  George  D. 
Howard),  George,  Jr.  four  sul)jcct),  and  William 
R.  jNlr.  Simpson  and  wife  arc  members  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  and  Mr.  Simpson  is  a  Jvepublican  in  politics. 
He  represented  Enfield  in  the  Legislature  in  1873. 

George  Simpson,  Jr.,  our  subject,  was  reared 
to  manhood  in  his  native  town,  and  was  eriucated 
in  the  public  schools  and  at  the  Hartford  CoUe^'e. 


:  He  began  his  business  career  as  a  clerk  in  a  grocery 
j  in  Longmeadow,  .Mass.,  and  has  since  followed  ih.at 
I  vocation,  having  been  in  the  employ  of  E.  C.  Allen, 
'  of  Hazardville,  since  1887.  On  Xov.  24,  1897,  he 
was  marricil  to  Nellie  A.,  daughter  of  Lavantinc 
and  Maranda  (Spencer)  King,  of  Somers,  Conn. 
!  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  O.  L'.  A.  M.,  ar.d 
:  politically  affiliates  with  the  Kcpul.)lican  party. 

i  WTLLIA}^!  HENRY  MANSFIELD,  a  popular 
;  and  inlluential  citizen  of  West  Hartford,  traces  his 
I  ancestry  back  to  (1)  Richard  Ivlansfield,  a  native 
I  of  Exeter,  England,  who  emigrated  to  the  New 
j  W'orld  and  located  in  Otnnnipiac  in  1639,  and  died 
j  Jan.  10,  1655.  His  wife  Gillina  died  in  1669.  They 
:  had  two  children,  the  elder  of  whom,  Joseph,  is 
i  mentioned  more  fully  below:  ]\Ioses.  born  in  Jan- 
j  uary,  1639,  was  married,  ]\Iay  5,  1C64,  to  -Mercy 
1  Glover,  and  died  Oct.  3,  1703. 

!  (II)  Joseph  ^lansfield,  born  in  1636,  in  England, 
i  died  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  Nov.  15,  1692.    In  1O57 

he  married  IMary  ,  and  to  them  were  born 

ten  children,  their  names  and  dates  of  birth  being 
I  as  follows:    I\lary,  April  6,  1658;  ^lartha,  April 
1  iS,  1660  (she  was  married,  Dec.  16,  1C80,  to  Rich- 
1  ard  Sperry)  ;  Mercy,  July  26,  1662;  Silence,  Oct. 
j  24,  1664;  Elizabeth,  Sept.  20,  1666;  Comfort,  Dec. 
6,  16G8  (she  was  married,  in  1691,  to  John  Ben- 
ham)  ;  John,  April  8,  1671  ;  Joseph,  Dec.  27,  1673 
!  (mentioned  below)  ;  Ebenezer,  Feb.  6,  1677  (he 
!  was  married,  April  20.  17 10,  to  Hannah  Bassett, 
I  who  died  Jan.  22,  1766,  while  his  death  occurred 
Aug.  3,  1745)  ;  and  Japhet,  July  8,  i6S[  (he  was 

■  married,  Jan.  16,  1703,  to  Hannah  Bradley,  and 
I  died  in  1745). 

(Ill)  Joseph  ^Mansfield,  born  Dec.  27,  1673, 
I  married  Elizabeth  Cooper,  and  died  Oct.  8,  1739. 
I  In  his  family  were  ten  children :  ]\Iary,  born  in 
j  April,  1 701,  was  married  April  25,  1726,  to  Daniel 
I  Tuttle ;  Lydia  was  born  Dec.  25,  1702;  John,  born 
I  Jan.  21,  1704,  married  Lydia  Tuttle,  and  died  in 
'  June,  1751  ;  Elizabeth  was  born  Oct.  23,  1706; 
Joseph  is  mentioned  below ;  Amos  (birth  not  re- 
corded) ;  Josiah  (birth  not  recorded)  died  in  1757; 
i  Abigail  (birth  not  recorded)  was  m.arried,  Jan.  20. 
I  1724,  to  Jacob  Turner,  and  died  in  September,  1740 ; 
1  Thomas,  born  in  1713,  was  married,  in  December, 

■  1738,  to  Hannah  Goodyear,  and  died  Nov.  4,  1798; 
;  and  Ebenezer  died  in  1745. 

1  (IV)  Joseph  Mansfield,  born  Aug.  17,  170S,  was 
;  married,  Oct.  10,  1732,  to  Phcebe  Bassett,  and  died 

about  T762.  They  had  four  children :  Daniel,  born 
i  Jan.  29,  1733,  married  (probably)  Sarah  Cooper; 
j  Titus,  born  Nov.  5,  1734,  married  ]\Iabel  Todd,  and 
i  died  about  iSoS:  Capt.  Joseph  is  mentioned  lielow ; 

and  Phcjebe  married  Leman  Potter. 
!        (\')   Capt.  Joseph  }*lansfield,  born  April  i^h 
i  1737.  tlii-'d  at  South  I'arms,  town  of  Litchfield  (  now 
I  town  of  Morris),  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  June  C\  i82t. 

He  served  in  the  Revrilutinnary  war  wilh.  the  rank 
I  of  captain.    On  -May  27,  I7f)i,  he  m;irrie(i  Hannah 
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Pundci-sori,  who  was  born  Oct.  21,  1740.  and  died 
Aug.  26,  1826.  By  that  union  nine  cliildren  wore 
born:  Cliarles,  Ixirn  in  Hampden,  Conn.,  Dec.  14, 
1702,  was  married,  in  1792-03.  to  Moliv  Howard, 
and  died  in  Winchester,  X.  U.,  Jan.  12,  1830;  EH'^ha 
is  mentioned  below;  Joseph,  born  June  17,  1767, 
died  Oct.  22.  1837:  Sally.  Iiorn  Dec.  27.  17119,  died 
l^Iay  8,  1773;  David,  born  Feb.  11,  1772,  married 
Louisa  Harmon,  and  died  in  \\'estmoreland.  N.  Y., 
jNlay  5,  1S67;  Wilham  Punderson.  born  Sept.  6, 
1774,  was  married,  in  1807,  Sallv  Mills,  daugh- 
ter of  Bradley  and  Hannah  (St.  John)  ^^lills  (she 
was  born  in  1790,  and  died  in  Februarv,  1842, 
while  his  death  occurred  in  Waterford,  X.  Y., 
March  16,  1855);  John  Todd,  born  Dec.  31,  1776. 
was  married,  in  179S,  to  Dolly  Steele,  and  died 
Oct.  25.  1S60;  Sally,  born  June  13.  1779,  married 
Lewis  Spooner,  and  died  in  Cohoes.  X.  Y.,  'May 
iS,  1857;  and  Timothy,  born  ]\Iav  I,  1782.  was 
married  ^Larch  11,  1809,  to  Annie  Carter,  and  died 
in  Castleton.  X".  Y.,  April  2,  1845. 

(\T)  Elisha  Mansfield,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  X'ew  Haven,  Conn.,  Dec.  12, 
1764,  and  died  in  Canaan,  Conn..  April  27,  1840. 
By  occupation  he  was  a  farmer.  He  married  Re- 
becca Cam^p,  of  Litchfield  South  Farms,  who  was 
born  ALarcli  24,  1769,  daughter  of  Abel  Camp,  and 
died  in  Falls  \'illage.  town  of  Canaan,  Aug.  22, 
185 1.  They  had  six  children,  one  of  whom,  Elisha 
D.,  was  the  father  of  otir  subject  ;  the  others  were 
Phineas,  who  died  Feb.  27,  1S67;  William,  who 
died  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  June  27,  1S26;  Rebecca, 
wife  of  LeGrand  Leavenv/orth ;  Flannah ;  and 
Sylvia. 

(VH)  Elisha  Dutton  ■\Iansfield  was  born  in 
Canaan,  Conn.,  Dec.  13,  1806,  and  throughout  life 
was  variously  employed,  being  interested  in  farm- 
ing, lumbering,  and  the  coal  and  milling  business 
for  some  time.  About  1837  he  was  superintendent 
of  the  cement  quarries  at  Kingston,  X.  Y.,  which 
were  then  owned  by  the  Hon.  Hugh  White,  filling 
the  position  one  or  two  years.  In  1845  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  Samuel  C.  Scoville,  of  Salisbury, 
and  built  a  blast  furnace  for  the  manufacture  of  pig 
iron,  near  Fluntsville,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  which 
thc}^  operated  two  or  three  years,  when  the  partner- 
ship ceased.  About  1848  Mr.  r\Iansfield  leased  the 
furnace  at  East  Canaan,  Conn.,  and  operated  the 
same  about  two  years ;  was  also  manager  of  the 
blast  furnace  at  X'orth  Adams,  !Mass.,  for  one  year, 
in  1851-52.  On  June  25,  1S34,  Elisha  D.  INIans- 
field  married  Miss  Fannv  3\Ionson,  who  v.-as  born 
in  Canaan  Aug.  5.  1802,  daughter  of  Joshua  and 
Sarah  (Booth)  IMonson.  To  this  marriage  were 
born  three  children,  of  whom  (i)  William  Henry, 
the  subject  proper  of  this  sketch,  is  the  eldest.  (2) 
Sarah  Booth,  born  r^lav  15,  1837,  married.  Oct.  6, 
1863,  Julius  ^^lorgan  Page,  a  farmer,  and  they  have 
always  resided  in  the  town  of  Canaan.  Mr.  Pagf.' 
was  born  Aug.  12,  1829.  To  them  were  born  three 
children:    Fanny  IVIonson,  born  Dec.  11,  1865,  and 


I  died  July  16,  1890:  Mabel  ]\rorgan,  born  Aug.  23, 
j  18CX9,  died  Ajiril  9,  1898;.  William  Mansfield,  born 
j  June  25,  1873,  T'csides  with  his  parents  and  con- 
ducts their  farming  operations.  (3)  Peter,  born 
July  27,  1840.  was  educated  at  Goshen  Academy. 
He  lolltnved  farming  for  a  time  in  \''irginia,  and 
v^as  for  a  time  superiniendeiU  of  the  Bostwiek  Re- 
frigerator Co.  at  Mishawaka,  Ind.,  until  ill  health 
caused  his  retirement.  He  is  now  engaged  in  farm- 
ing with  his  brother  in  West  Hartford.  He  was 
married,  at  Canton,  Conn.,  Nov.  i,  1870,  to  Jane 
L  Page,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Mary  Page, 
who  was  graduated  from  'Mt.  Flolyoke  College  in 
the  class  of  1896,  was  for  two  years  a  teacher  in 
tlie  West  Flartford  high  school,  and  at  this  writing 
(1900)  is  a  teacher  in  the  American  School  for  the 
Deaf,  Flartford,  Conn.  INIrs.  Fanny  (Monson) 
I\Iansfield  died  Xov.  17,  1849.  Stibsequently,  Nov. 
28,  1850,  at  Waterbury,  Conn.,  ]Mr.  Alansfield  mar- 
ried Caroline  B.  Yale,  by  whom  he  had  one  son, 
Flugh  White,  who  was  born  Sept.  11,  1S51,  and  was 
married,  in  August,  1880,  to  3.1rs.  Jennie  Palmer. 
He  resides  in  Winsted,  Conn.  Mr.  Mansfield  died 
?\Jarch  21,  1869,  in  Huntsville,  town  of  Canaan, 
Litchfield  Co.,  Comi.,  where  the  last  years  of  his 
I  life  were  spent,  and  his  remains  were  interred  at 
South  Canaan. 

Joshtta  ]\lonson  was  twice  married.  By  his  first 
wife,  Sarah  Booth,  who  died  Dec.  14,  1806,  he  had 
the  following  children :  Chester,  born  June  5, 
1793,  was  married,  Aug.  20,  1817,  to  Julia  'M., 
daughter  of  Willia.m  and  Dorcas  Flolabird ;  Fanny 
v>-as  the- mother  of  our  subject ;  Rebecca  married  Au- 
gustus Swift;  Luther  married  Caroline  Beckley; 
Lavinus  married  r\Iary  Parrish ;  and  Eunice  be- 
came the  wife  of  .Seth  Stevens.  After  the  death 
01  the  mother  of  this  family  'Sir.  INIonson  married 
Etmice  Ailing,  by  whom  he  had  five  children : 
Knceland  J.,  born  Dec.  i,  1S09,  was  married,  Feb. 
I  14,  1844,  to  Angeline  A.  Compton,  and  died  Aug. 
10,  189S;  ]\Jyron  Elias,  born  Jan.  16,  1812,  died 
Oct.  I,  1835;  Henry  L.  married  Harriet  Clark,  and 
died  April  24,  1856;  Sally  married  John  A.  Beck- 
ley  ;  and  Cornelia  married  Henry  L.  Belden.  The 
father  of  these,  Joshua  Monson,  died  Aug.  12,  1844. 

Daniel  Flumphrev  Page,  father  of  j\Irs.  Peter 
IMansfield,  was  born  in  Canaan,  Conn.,  June  i,  1822, 
and  died  in  Canton  Aug.  10,  1880.    On  Oct.  25, 
1846,  he  married  ^^lary  Julia  Jaqua,  daughter  of 
Jabez  Jaqua.     Sl:e  was  born  Oct.  31,  1826,  and 
died  in  Flartford  July  7,  1893.    They  had  six  chil- 
1  dren :    Jane  Irene,  born  Dec.  2.  1847,  is  now  the 
j  v.  ife  of  Peter  [Mansfield  ;  Frank  Daniel,  born  ]\larch 
!  2.  1850,  was  married,  in  July,  1875,  to  Lillian  Cor- 
1  rell ;  Carrie  Eliza,  born  X'ov.  10,  1853,  was  mar- 
I  ned  Xov.  3,  1875,  to  Willis  yi.  Flagg;  Daniel  E., 
I  born  ¥sh.  12,  1859,  was  married  Xov.  3,  1880,  to 
I  Jeannettc  A.  Pinney;  M.  Josei)hine,  born  Dec.  18, 
1861,  died  Jan.  iG,  1882;  and  Sarah  ?\Iills,  born 
Ai.ril  28,  1864,  died  March  23,  \^hy.    .Mrs.  ^la'ls- 
field's  grandfather,  Lyman  Page,  was  born  [March 
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^79''-  Canaan,  Dec.  7,  iSi)i.  He 

was  married  Jan.  Ji,  1811),  10  Mabel  Morgan, 
tiaugliler  of  Daniel  and  MabeT  ( Dissell)  Morgan. 
She  was  born  Ang-.  jS,  1705,  and  died  May  7, 
1807.  The  great-grandfather,  William  I'age,  was 
born  Dec.  J-),  1703.  and  died  ni  i85(>.  lie  married 
Xancy  ]5issell,  who  was  horn  jmie  11,  17O9.  daugh- 
ter of  Benjamin  and  Alabel  ilissell,  of  Mihon, 
Conn.,  and  died  in  1834. 

William  II.  Mansfield,,  wliose  name  introduces 
this  sketch,  was  l>oru  in  Canaan  June  2,  1S35.  and 
received  a  good  academic  education,  attending 
school  in  Stockbridge,  ?^lass.,  and  in  Xorfolk  and 
Goshen,  Conn.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  W  est 
p]  art  lord  since  1S87.  and  is  successfully  engaged 
in  agricultural  pm^suits.  He  has  alwavs  been  a 
stanch  Republican  in  politics,  voting  for  every  Presi- 
dential candidate  of  that  party  from  L^remont  to 
IMcKinley.  In  1861  he  was  made  mail  agent  from 
Bridgeport  to  Fittsfield,  and  from  1S6S  to  1SS3  was 
station  and  express  agent  at  Great  Barrington,  ]\Iass. 
Since  coming  to  A\'est  Hartford  he  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  school  board,  is  now  selectman,  and  in 
1897  and  1S98  represented  the  town  in  the  State 
Legislature,  where  he  served  as  a  member  of  the 
committee  on  Insurance.  His  admirable  qualities 
gained  for  him  many  warm  friends  in  the  General 
Assembly,  and  wherever  known  he  is  held  in  high 
legard.  He  is  a  Knight  Templar  2^Iason,  and  for 
several  years  served  as  treasurer  of  ^Monument 
Chapter,  R.  A.  ]M.,  of  Creat  Barrington.  He  has 
been  County  \'ice-Prcsident  of  the  Pomologicak So- 
ciety of  Connecticut. 

T.  S.  LOOMIS,  first  selectman  of  the  town  of 
Windsor,  is  one  of  the  best-known  citizens  of  the 
locality,  and  his  efficient  discharge  of  duty  in  official 
life  has  won  him  the  appreciation  of  the  progressive 
classes  of  the  community. 

j\Ir.  Loomis  is  a  representative  of  an  old  arid 
honored  pioneer  family,  and  is  of  the  eighth 
generation  in  direct  descent  frojii  Joseph  Loomis, 
an  Englishman,  who  was  born  about  1590,  and  be- 
came a  woolen  draper  in  Braintree,  County  of  Essex. 
He  had  a  familv  of  eight  children,  five  sons  and 
three  daughters:  Joseph;  ]Mrs.  Nicholas  Olmsted; 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Josiah  Hull;  Deacon  John; 
Thomas  ;  Xathaniel ;  ^lary  ;  and  Samuel.  On  April 
II,  1638,  he  sailed  from  London  with  his  family  on 
the  ship  "Susan  &  Ellen."  On  July  7,  following, 
he  landed  at  Boston,  and  it  is  sui)po5ed  that  he  came 
to  Windsor  as  early  as  the  fall  of  1639,  the  town 
records  showing  that  he  bought  land  there  on  Feb. 
24,  1640.  His  wife  died  Aug.  23,  1652,  and  his 
death  occurred  Nov.  25,  165S. 

(II)  Deacon  John  Loomis,  the  next  in  the  line  of 
descent,  was  born  in  1622,  and  was  a  lad  of  sixteen 
when  the  fanuly  came  to  the  Xew  \\'orld.  On 
Oct.  II,  1640,  he  was  admitted  to  membership  in 
Windsor  Church,  and,  although  he  resided  at  Earm- 
ington  from  1652  to  1660,  he  seems  to  have  spent 


the  greater  portion  of  iiis  life  in  Windsor,  where  lie 
was  nnieli  res])ecled,  ser\  ing  for  years  as  deacon  in 
the  church,  lie  reprc-LUtcd  llie  town  in  the  Cien- 
eral  Assembly  in  lO'iO  and  1007,  and  again  from 
1075  to  1O77.    ^-''1  i'"-'!-'-  3-  he  married  Eliza- 

beth Scott,  daughter  of  '1  homas  Scott,  of  Hartford, 
and  his  death  occurred  in  10S8  at  Windsor,  where 
his  niomuuent  is  still  to  be  seen  in  the  cemetery. 

(IHj  Sergt.  Daniel  Loomis,  son  of  Deacon 
John,  was  born  at  l-'armingion  June  16,  1657,  and 
died  June  25,  1740.  He  married  (first)  Alary 
Ellsworth,  daughter  of  Josiah  Ellsworth,  and 
(second)  Hannah  Drake,  a  widow. 

(I\  )  Benjamin  Loonfis,  son  of  Sergt.  Daniel 
b}-  his  first  wife,  was  born  at  Windsor,  Eeb.  7,  1699, 
and  died  Jan.  2,  1763.  On  Dec.  9,  1725,  he  married 
Joanna  Alford. 

(  \  )  Serajah  Loomis,  our  subject's  great-grand- 
father, was  born  Dec.  4,  1740,  and  died  in  iSii. 
He  married  Sybil  Loomis,  and  made  his  home  in 
Windsor,  where  he  owned  an  immense  tract  of 
land,  of  which  our  subject's  present  farm  is  but  a 
portion. 

(M)  Xider  Loomis,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  April  9,  1768,  and  died  April  i, 
1814.  His  ability  as  a  mathematician  made  him 
famous  in  his  day,  and  for  many  years  he  taught 
school  successfully.  On  Dec.  5,  1789,  he  married 
Anna  Anderson,  who  died  June  3,  1840.  They  had 
five  sons,  of  wdiom  our  subject's  father,  Spencer 
Loomis,  was  the  youngest.  Lyman,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  seventy-five  unmarried,  resided  v,"ith  his 
brother  Spencer  for  many  years.  Guy,  who  died  at 
Erie,  Penn.,  was  a  jeweler  by  occupation.  Simeon 
died  in  infancy.  Frederick,  who  followed  the 
blacksmith's  trade  at  Windsor  Center,  died  some 
years  ago,  leaving  no  descendants. 

(VII )  Spencer  Loomis  was  born  at  our  subject's 
present  homestead  Aug.  25,  1806,  and  was  educated 
in  the  cominon  schools  of  the  vicinity,  and  the 
academy  at  Windsor  Center.  He  inherited  a  por- 
tion of  his  father's  estate,  but  afterwards  bought 
out  the  other  heirs,  including  our  subject's  farm, 
and  in  addition  to  the  care  and  cultivation  of  the 
property  he  was  engaged  in  brickmaking  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  being  at  one  time  foreman  of  a  large 
brickyard  in  Dutchess  countv,  X'.  Y.  Politically 
he  was  first  a  Whig  and  then  a  Republican,  and 
while  he  was  not  a  politician  in  the  strict  sense  of  the 
term,  he  was  always  ardent  in  the  support  of  his  be- 
lief. At  the  time  of  the  agitation  of  the  "Know-Xoth- 
ing"  issue  he  espoused  that  doctrine,  being  one  of  the 
first  members  of  the  party  in  Windsor.  He  and  his 
wife  were  devout  Methodists,  and  for  years  he  was 
trustee  of  the  Windsor  Church.  On  April  17,  1S33, 
he  married  Miss  Emeline  Loomis,  daughter  oC 
George  Loomis,  of  Windsor.  She  died  in  1S6O, 
and  he  survived  her  eleven  years,  dving  Feb.  27, 
1877;  the  remains  of  I)olh  now  rest  in  the  old  ceme- 
tery at  Windsor. 

(\T11)  T.  S.  Loomis  was  born  Jan.  29,  183S, 
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hi  the  lnnise  now  owikhI  l)y  .Mr?.  Susan  A.  Luom;?. 
As  a  1k\v  he  attended  sohool  in.  L)i,>trict  Xo.  J.  of 
W  imlsi-ir.  and  anionq-  liis  early  teachers  were 
Curtis.  Col.  Oliver  Holcumb  aiul  Col.  E.  X.  Phelps. 
Alter  completing.;-  the  course  oi  stud\-  offered  there 
he  i)ursiied  more  advanced  studie,-  ni  the  iicadeniy 
at  Windsor  Center.  On.  leaving-  school  he  enyaq-ed 
ii!  brick-makinQ-  with  hi>  father  until  the  latier"s 
health  failed,  when  he  t^ave  up  brick-making  and 
attentled  to  the 'farm:  during-  the  last  years  of  his 
parents  he  gave  them  his  thoughtful  care.  The 
land  is  very  productive,  and  in  addition  to  excellent 
crops  of  tobacco.  Mr.  Loomis  raises  a  large  amount 
of  "garden  truck."  In  iSjJ  he  built  a  new  resi- 
dence on  a  substantial  plan,  and  other  improvements 
have  been  matle  by  him  from  time  to  time,  lie  is 
quiet  and  modest  in  disposition,  and  while  he  has 
never  married  he  is  much  esteemed  sociallv.  having 
the  gift  of  making  manv  friends  and  few  enemies. 
As  a  member  of  Grace  Episcopal  Church  at  Windsor 
Center  he  is  active  in  religious  work,  and  as  a  loyal 
citizen  all  projects  for  the  promotion  of  the  public 
good  receive  his  support.  In  politics  he  has  been 
an  adherent  of  the  Republican  partv  since  he  cast 
his  first  vote  for  Abrah.am  Lincoln.  For  ten  vears 
he  served  as  assessor,  and  in  the  fall  of  1S93  he  was 
chosen  to  the  office  of  first  selectman,  whicli  he  has 
since  held  contimiouslv  through  re-election,  his  fel- 
low citizens  thus  indicating,  in  a  most  convincing 
way,  their  confidence  in  his  ahilitv  and  fidelity. 

JOEL  HILLS  BREWER  is  an  honored  and  dis- 
tinguished member  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
highly-esteemed  families  in  Hartford  county.  He 
was  bom  on  Brewer  street,  in  East  Hartford,  .\pril 
19,  1 85 1,  and  since  early  manhood  has  been  one  of 
the  town's  influential  residents.  Bv  occupation  he 
is  a  general  farmer  and  tobacco  grower,  and  in  both 
lines  of  agriculture  has  been  eniinentlv  successful. 
That  his  fellow  townsmen  liokl  liim  in  hieh  esteem 
is  evidenced  by  their  electing  him  to  the  responsil)le 
office  of  selectman,  an  honor  rarelv  conferred  wdiere 
both  acumen  and  integrity  arc  not  recognized  as 
co-existing. 

Mr.  Brewer  is  a  son  of  Henrv  P.  an  l  Susan 
(Hills)  Brewer.  Both  the  Breu-er  and  Hills  fam- 
ilies are  among  the  oldest  in  East  Hartford.  On 
another  page  of  this  volume  the  Brewer  family 
genealog}-  mav  be  found,  given  in  considerable  de- 
tail, but  a  brief  resume  of  the  same  will  prove  in- 
teresting in  this  connection.  Th.e  familv  located  in 
East  Hartford  durinc;  the  latter  part  of  the  seven- 
teenth centurv,  and  has  given  to  the  town,  county 
and  State  some  of  their  best  and  most  distinguished 
citizens.  Joel  H.  is  in  the  seventh  generation  from 
Thomas,  who  was  the  first  of  the  name,  so  far  as 
known,  to  crnts  the  line  from  Massachusetts  to 
Connecticut.  From  TliDmas  the  liiKs  run  r-s  fol- 
lows: Daniel,  born  ?\Iarcli  2;,  i^^xj^).  married  l-'lea- 
nor  Goodale:  Daniel  (2).  liorn  May  31,  I7^i,  was 
twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Anna  X'ansant, 


and  his  second  Ruth  Strickland:  Daniel  (3  I,  l.)oni 
.Ma\-  14.  1751.  married  Marv  Ri-;le\,  who  was  born 
'  Jan.  8.  17,^5;  Reuben,  of  the  fifth  generation,  born 
Feb.  25.  1755,  marrie>i  Eunice  Hills:  and  Henry  P.. 
the  father  of  Joel  H..  liorn  Dec.  14.  181O,  in  Hock- 
anum. 

The  bovh(X)d  a'nd  youth  of  Henry  P.  Brewer 
;  were  passed  on  a  farm,  and  his  educational  ad- 
;  vantages  were  of  the  limited  sort  enjoyed  bv  farm- 
■  ers"  boys  in  the  .Xew  England  district  schools  eariv 
in  the  century.    As  has  alreadv  been  said,  he  married 
i  Susan  Hills.    She  was  l)orn  in  liillstown  Jan.  5, 
i  1S17,  daughter  of  Joel  and  Xancv  (Couch)  Hills, 
j  In  her  girlhood  she  was  an  operative  in  a  cotton 
:  mill,   .\fter  his  marriage  Henrv  P.  Brewer  moved  to 
I  Iluckanum.  where  he  lived  in  a  quiet  wav  on  a  small 
;  farm  for  several  years.     Earlv  in  1852  he  began 
I  farming  on  a  tract  of  land  now  owned  ami  culti- 
I  vated  by  Joel  H.  Brewer.    There  he  passed  the  latter 
j  yiars  of  his  life,  and  it  was  there  that  he  died,  in 
!  X'ovember,  1858,  being  buried  in  the  Spencer  street 
i  cemetery,  in  ^lanchester.    In  person  he  was  tall  and 
spare,  and  his  complexion  was  dark.    He  was  of 
a  rugged  constitution,  and  noted  for  his  phvsical 
strength  :  but  in  a  reaping  contest  held  at  Hillstown 
he  overtaxed  his  powers,  and  was  seized  with  an 
attack  resembling  sunstroke,  from  the  eft'ects  of 
which  he  never  recovered,  his  health  being  totally 
:  undermined.    He  was  a  man  of  tireless  industry, 
j  a  good  farmer,  and  by  dint  of  hard  work  w"as  be- 
I  ginning  to  get  ahead  in  the  world  when  overtaken 
j  bv  this  misfortune.    Like  many  of  his  neighbors  in 
those  times  it  was  his  custom  to  make  cigars  for 
'  dealers  at  his  home,  after  the  of  the  dav  was 

over.   The  work  was  fairlv  profitable,  and  he  carried 
':  it  on  extensivelv.  being  assisted  by  his  wife.  He 
:  bore  a  high  reputation  for  integrity  and  energy  in 
;  the  community  in  which  he  lived,  and  where  he  was 
higlilv  respected.    In  pi.'litics  he  was  an  ardent  and 
I  lifelong  Democrat.    He  left  a  widow  and  five  chil- 
i  dren  :    Sophia,  who  became  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Hurl- 
'  hurt,  of  Hillstown  :  ^lahlon  E..  a  machinist  of  ]Meri- 
j  den  :  flenrv  P.,  Jr.,  who  died  in  Hillstown  at  the 
age  of  fortv-two,  leaving  one  son.  Palmer:  Joel  H., 
;  the  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch:  and  Rose, 
vow  Mrs.  Bartlett,  of  \\"apping.  Conn.    .After  her 
'  husband's  death  the  sterling  qualities  of  Mrs.  Brew- 
er's character  shone  forth.     Her   children  were 
voung,  anrl  the  farm  at  that  time  was  far  from  being 
i  a  comfortable  home.    Yet  she  ke]3t  her  family  to- 
;  gether,  and  carefullv  rearerl  her  fatherless  children, 
!  displaving  self-reliance,  energy,  and  a  courage  which 
I  attest  her  extraordinarv  worth.    She  is  }-et  living 
}  (igoo).  hale  and  well-preserved.  enj<i\ing  a  serene 
!  old  age,  h.onored  and  I'jved  by  her  chiMren  for  whom 
I  she  was  e\'er  ready  to  sacrifice  herself.    She  resides 
j  chietiv  with  her  son  Joel  upon  his  farm,  which  was 

I  the  theater  of  so  manv  of  her  earlv  jo\  s,  labors  and 

i  ■ 
I  sorrows. 

I        Joel  H.  Brewer  received  his  early  education  in 


■■■V' 


/  .r,.,tf 


051 

• 


COMMEMORAril'E  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


tlic  I  liHstowii  district  his  tlrsl  learlior  bc- 

iii;;  -Miss  LuoinJ.a  Rulicrts.  '['he  ncocssilv  rolling" 
iiin.ii  liim  to  aid  liis  widowed  iiMllier  compelled  him 
to  quit  school  at  tlie  ai^v  of  tifteen.  yet  he  cherishes 
to  this  day  a  warm  rci^ard  for  tlMse  schools  of  fortv 
years  ai^o,  and  bear.-  willini^-  testimony  to  the  thor- 
oughness of  the  i'.;structi' lU  there  ''mparted.  As  a 
boy  he  worked  uj' >n  the  farm  learning  to  "Ijear  the 
yoke  in  his  youth."  When  he  was  sixteen  years  old 
he  began  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  bootmaker  from 
Mr.  Hurlburt.  following  that  vocation  for  two  vears. 
That  was  before  the  gigantic  modern  fact.irv.  with 
its  nicely-adjusted  machinerv  and  its  thousands  of 
operatives,  had  been  conceived,  and  imist  of  the 
iKiotmaking  was  di^ne  at  the  workmen's  own  homes. 
On  Feb.  14,  1S75.  at  South  .Maidiester,  he  was 
married  to  ^liss  Laura  Cushman,  who  was  born  in 
Hillstown  April  15.  1851.  She  was  one  of  three 
children  born  to  Sydney  A.  and  Maria  (Wallace) 
Cushman.  Iler  sister.  INIary,  dieil  in  childhood, 
and  her  brother,  Joseph  S.,  is  a  farnrer  of  }ilan- 
chester. 

A  genealogical  sketch  of  INIrs.  Brewer's  family 
will  be  found  elsewhere.  She  traces  her  descent 
from  Robert  Cushman  ( who  landed  at  I'lymouth 
in  1621),  through  Solomon,  the  son  of  Isaac.  Solo- 
mon Cushman  was  the  father  of  nine  children: 
Alameda,  born  Oct.  7,  J 803;  Isaac,  Oct.  7,  1805; 
Lorinda,  !March  10.  1808:  Gustavus,  Aug.  12,  1810 
(died  in  June.  185S)  :  Ambros;.  Feb.  18,  1S13  (died 
in  the  same  month  as  Gustavus)  :  Sabrina,  in  Sep- 
tember. 1815;  Monroe.  Oct.  iS,  1818;  S\-dnev  A. 
(the  father  of  Mrs.  Brewer).  [March  28,  1S22;  and 
Josiah.  Aug.  21.  1826.  Solomon  Cushman.  ]Mrs. 
Brewer's  grandfather,  died  Jan.  15.  185'^).  in  his 
seventy-eighth  vear.  }^Irs.  Brewer  attended  the  high 
school  in  Hartford  two  vears.  and  the  State  Xormal 
School  at  Xew  Britain  also  two  years.  For  four 
years  she  taught  school  in  ^ianchester.  East  Hart- 
ford and  Bolton  Center  with  marked  success,  her 
ripe  scholarship  and  rare  administrative  capability 
insuring  success.  These  qualitii^s,  which  were  dis- 
played so  strikinglv  before  marriage,  she  has  still 
more  fully  developed  in  married  life.  She  is  gentle, 
yet  energetic,  a  devoted  wife,  and  sage  counsellor. 
In  philanthropic  work  and  in  every  rational  move- 
ment for  the  elevation  of  her  sex  she  takes  a  deep 
interest,  ."^he  has  been  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Hillstown  Ladies  Aid  Society  since  its  organization. 

Mr.  Brewer  is  a  prominent  member  of  various 
fraternal  or'.'-anizations.  He  belongs  to  Orient 
Lodge.  Xo.  O2.  F.  &  A.  M..  of  East  Hartford  :  is 
a  charter  memljer  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  lodge.  Glaston- 
iDury;  ar.d  is  a  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum.  He 
is  also  i^irominentlv  identified  with  both  the  local  and 
State  Granges,  in  both  of  which  he  takes  a  deep  in- 
terest, and  in  whose  councils  his  voice  is  potent. 
Roth  he  and  his  wife  have  been  active  in  Hillstown 
Grange.  Xo.  87.  since  the  date  of  its  organization, 
and  he  was  its  first  master  holfling  that  office  three 
years.    Since  then  he  has  been  master  of  I^oniona 


Grange,  a  cen.iral  body  in  whicli  nineteen  local 
granges  are  represented,  and  of  this  hmlv  .Mrs. 
I  I'.rewer  has  been  secretary  for  six  years.  Their 
:  identilication  with  and  jn-ominence  in  the  Order  have 
'  given  Mr.  and  Mrs.  I'.rewer  an  acquaintance  nearly 
co-exten>ive  with  the  liuiiis  of  the  State,  and  the 
very  existence  of  the  Hillstown  Grange  .s  due  in  a 
great  measure  to  their  jialient,  unwearied  efforts. 

One  son  has  come        Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brewer, 
Harry  Joseph,  wdio  was  born  Feb.  2,  1883,  and  is  a 
graduate  of  Morse's  Business  College,  Hartford, 
As  has  been  said,  Mr.  B.rewer  owns  the  farm  which 
;  was  the  homestead,  and  since  the  propertv  came  into 
his  hands  he  has  greatly  improved  it ;  in  fact,  there 
is  not  a  buikling-  stamling-  on  the  premises  to-day 
which  he  has  not  erected.    He  acquired  title  to  the 
original  i)roperty  bv  purchase  from  his  co-heirs,  and 
has  added  to  it  from  time  to  time  by  the  acquisition 
:  of  additional  acres.    His  views  on  farming,  as  on 
'  every  other  sul.)ject  of  current  interest,  are  broad 
and  progressive,  and  his  place  is  one  of  the  best  im- 
proved, best  stocked,  most  thoroughlv  up-to-date  of 
all  the  farms  in  the  broad  fertile  vallev  of  the  Con- 
;  necticut.    His  success  has  been  well-nigh  ]-)henom- 
enal,  and  he  can  point  to  it  to-dav  with  the  proud 
thought  that  it  is  due  to  his  own  untiring  efforts, 
patient  industry,  sound  sense  and  unassailable  hon- 
esty. 

In  politics  Mr.  Brewer  is  a  Democrat,  although 
!  in  no  sense  a  rock-ribbed  partisan,  having  voted  for 
j  [McKinley  in  1S96.  In  addition  to  the  office  of  se- 
I  lectman  he  has  held  that  of  justice  of  the  peace, 
I  and  his  standing  among  the  people  of  East  Hartford 
I  is  deservedlv  high.  In  addition  to  general  farming 
and  tobacco  growing  he  has  embarked  in  the  busi- 
i  ness  of  selling  fertilizers  as  a  manufacturer's  agent, 
'  in  which  line  of  trade  his  keen,  shrewd  business 
j  sense  has  largelv  ministered  to  his  success. 

I       HORTOX  ZEBULOX  HOSKIXS.  a  greatly- 

;  respected  farmer  and  carpenter  of  Bloomfield.  was 
born  in  that  town  ?\Iarch  17.  1824.  and  is  a  son  of 
Zel)ulon  and  Polly  (Phelps)   Hoskins.  who  were 

]  the  parents  of  five  children,  two  of  whom  now  sur- 
vive :    ]\[rs.  Amanda  IMarsh,  of  Xew  Haven,  and 

I  Horton  Z. 

I       Horton  Z.  Ploskins  when  an  infant  but  three 
months  old  was  bereft  of  his  father,  and  thus  be- 
;  came  the  peculiar  care  of  a  tender  mother.  He 
attended  the  public  schools  in  Bloomfield  until  he 
I  had  attained  the  proper  age.  when  he  was  appren- 
i  ticerl  to  a  ]Mr.  Dudley,  at  the  Center,  and  thor- 
I  oughly  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner, 
j  which  he  has  followed  in  conjunction  with  farm- 
ing these  many  years,  making  a  success  of  b(Hh 
j  vocations. 

;  Mr.  Hoskins  was  first  marrieil  to  Julia  .\.  Dor- 
I  man.  at  Farmington,  Conn.,  and  to  their  unirm 
;  were  born  five  children:  Henry  P.,  William  H-. 
'  Ella  E.,  Ilaltie  J.  and  Katie  L.  to  his  second  mar- 
!  riage,  wdiich  also  took  place  in  Farmington,  the 
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liridc  in  this  in>ta;ico  liviuc;'  l-"raiicc5  L.  Harl.  have  I 
been  born  two  children  :     l-'rcd  A.  and  Robert  S.  i 
Mr.  Hoskins  has  never  sou.l;1u  pubHc  office,  be-  i 
ini::  content  witli  developing;-  his  farm  and  in  ex- 
ecntin!:;-  the  ninltitarious  details  of  Ins  trade,  but 
he  lias  in  one  instance  yielded  to  a  sense  of  public 
duty  and  aeteil  as  town  assessor.    lie  has  won  the  I 
cstteni  of  all  who  know  him.  and  he  and  familv  are 
classed  anionc:'  the  most  respected  residents  of  the 
town  of  Pdoomtield.  .   .  ■  ... 

PIEXRY  EDWARD  CAVATKIX.  one  of  Xew 
Britain's  business  men,  was  born  in  England,  as 
were  also  his  parents.  His  father,  a  brass-founder 
by  trade,  left  his  native  land  shortly  after  Henry's 
birth,  with  the  intention  of  making  a  new  home 
for  his  faniily  in  America. 

Henrv  E.  Gwatkin  was  born  in  London  April 
23,  1847.  He  was  yet  very  young  when  he  came 
with  his  mother  across  the  ocean  to  join  the  bus-  j 
band  and  father  of  the  familv  at  Hartford,  where 
lie  had  found  employment  with  a  Mr.  W'liitmore. 
After  a  vear  spent  at  Hartford  the  family  removed 
to  Xew  Britain,  where  Henrv  E.  Gwatkin  attended 
the  common  schools  until  he  reached  tlie  age  of 
sixteen  years.  He  then  entered  the  employ  of 
Churchill,  Stanlev  &  Co.,  jewelers,  with  whom  he 
remained  fourteen  years.  During  the  next  four 
years  he  was  unemployed,  and  at  the  end  of  that 
time  accepted  the  position  of  suocrintendent  of  the 
Xational  Wire  ^Mattress  Co..  of  Xew  Britain.  Efere 
he  displaved  those  sterling  nualitics  of  mmd  and 
heart  which  have  proved  the  foundation  of  his  suc- 
cess through  life.  Eidelity  to  dutv  and  scrupulous 
integritv  brought  their  fitting  reward  in  his  reten- 
tion by  the  company  in  this  responsible  position 
for  seventeen  vears.  In  iSoS  the  concern  was  re- 
organized under  the  name  of  the  X'ational  Spring 
Bed  Co.,  with  a  capital  stock  of  Sio.ooo,  ^Ir.  Gwat- 
km  still  retaining  the  superintendencv.  The  cor- 
poration does  a  larsre  and  remunerative  business  in 
the  manufacture  of  iron  beds  and  springs,  employ- 
ing on  an  average  twenty-five  men.  The  other  of- 
ficers of  the  companv  are  Job.n  H.  Minor,  presi- 
dent, and  F.  A.  Porter,  manager. 

On  Tune  28.  1S71.  Mr.  Gwatkin  married  Miss 
Hattie  Ella  Pavne.  who  w^as  born  in  Prosnect. 
Conn..  May  17.  iSaQ,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Af^.rv 
E.  Pavne.  Her  father  is  dead,  and  her  mother 
inakes  her  home  with  her  daughter  and  son-in-law. 
^Ir.  and  !Mrs.  Gwatkin.  Two  daurrhters  have  blessed 
their  union,  onlv  one  of  whom  is  living.  The  elder, 
Afaude  ?\Iav,  born  Xov.  16,  187.3,  f^i^d  "March  18, 
1874.  Bessie  Louise  was  bom  Jan.  16,  1S7Q.  Her 
education  was  obtained  at  the  grammar  and  high 
schools  of  X'cw  Britain,  and  she  was  married.  Jan. 
1''),  IQCO,  to  Fred  A\'.  Loomis,  of  the  luisincss  firm 
of  Hjerpe  81  Loomis,  plumbers,  of  Xew  Britain. 

In  political  faith  Mr.  Gwatkin  is  a  ]3emocrat, 
although  not  a  party  worker.    He  is  a  member  of 


!  St.  Elmo  Lodge,  Xo.  21,  K.  1\,  and  has  filled  many 
of  the  chairs.  He  is  an  amaieur  naturalist,  and  al- 
though a  very  busy  man  has  managed  to  find  time  to 
gather  ami  classify  an  extensi\e  and  valuable  en- 
tomological CL'llection,  de\-<.itiiig  nian\-  of  his  leisure 
h<mrs  to  ihe  study  and  jiractical  investigation  of 
I  this  liranch  of  science,  in  wliieli  his  attainments  are 
of  a  high  order.  He  is  a  man  of  genial  ainl  gen- 
erous dis]iosition,  of  kindlv  and  unselfish  instincts, 
and  of  atYable  manners.  He  attracts  friends  read- 
ily, and  retains  them  ihiough  the  affection  and  re- 
spect which  he  insjiircs.  Akhough  not  a  commun- 
icant of  any  Christian  bodv,  biitii  he  and  his  wife 
are  regular  attendants  at  the  Methodist  Church,  o£ 
which  their  daughter  is  a  member. 

HERMAN  lURK.  a  prosperous  and  well-known 
tobacco  grower  and  cigar  manufacturer  of  the  town 
of  East  Hartford,  is  a  native  of  Prussia,  born  Sepi. 
j  22.  1S48,  and  is  a  son  of  Frederick  and  Minnie 
Birk.  the  former  of  whom  was  bv  trade  a  cari)emer, 
Herman  Birk  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  land,  learned  carpentering 
from  his  father,  served  the  allotted  term  in  the 
army,  and  in  1872  sailed  for  America,  paying  his 
passage  with  money  saved  from  his  earnings.  He 
was  eleven  days  crossing  the  ocean  to  X'ew  York, 
came  thence  directly  to  Connecticut,  and  immediately 
found  employment  in  the  gas  works  at  Hartford. 
He  was  next  employed  at  chopping  wood  on  the 
land  which  he  now  owns  in  the  town  of  East  Llart- 
ford,  and  was  thus  engaged  until  he  married  his 
emplo}'er's  daughter,  which  haj^pv  event  took  place 
Dec.  30,  1877.' 

Mrs.  Louisa  Birk,  the  ladv  alluded  to  above, 
was  born  in  East  Hartford  Aug.  2,  1S55.  and  is  a 
daughter  of  A'alentine  and  Anna  M.  (Wagner) 
Ferner,  natives  of  Germany,  but  old  and  respected 
residents  of  East  Hartford  town.  Thev  were  mar- 
ried in  Germany,  but  soon  afterward  came  to  Con- 
necticut, and  of  their  six  children  Airs.  Birk  is 
the  onlv  survivor.  In  1870  Mr.  Ferner  purchased 
the  "Fish  Pond  Farm"  from  Austin  Dunham,  of 
Hartford,  who,  with  Mr.  Kellogg  and  Mr.  Ives, 
had  maintained  it  as  a  pleasure  resort  for  several 
vears,  and  had  expended  considerable  monev  in  im- 
proving and  ornamenting  it.  and  this  is  the  prop- 
erty now  owned  by  Mr.  Birk.  It  is  handsomely 
situated,  and  contains  a  fine  dwelling,  excellent  to- 
bacco lands,  a  fruitful  orchard  and  a  well-stocked 
trout  pond  ;  on  this  ])lace  the  father  of  Mrs.  Bii-k 
passed  awav  at  the  age  of  eightv  years,  preceded 
tr  the  grave  bv  the  mother,  who  died  when  seventv- 
two  years  old.  The  familv  is  now  composed  of  Air. 
Pirk,  his  wife,  and  a  brother  of  our  subject.  Otto 
P>irk.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Birk  had  two  children,  both 
of  whiini  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Birk  has  made  manv  improvements'  in  Ir.s 
farm  buildings,  availing  liimsilf  of  his  knowledge 
of  the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he  had  learned  in 
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Gcnnany,  and  in  which  he  has  never  lost  his  skill. 
A  low  years  a;;x"i  lie  embarked  in  cigar  manufactur- 
ing-, and  has  built  up  a  very  lucrative  trade,  his 
factory  being-  known  as  Xo.  115,  IJi^irict  of  Coii- 
jiccticui. 

Mr.  and  .Airs.  I'.irk  are  quiet,  impreientious  peo- 
ple, and  arc  very  indir-trious.  .Mrs.  Ilirk  bong-  a 
valuable  helpmeet  to  her  huslxuid.  Tliev  arc  both 
regular  attendants  at  the  Lutheran  Church,  which 
they  aid  liberali}-.  both  in  a  financial  w;i\-  and  other- 
wise, and  are  highly  res])ecied  by  the  entire  com- 
jnunitv.  In  ])oliiics  -Mr.  I'.irk  is' a  Democrat,  buc 
Jias  never  been  an  othce  seeker,  preferring  tu  give  his 
attention  to  his  farm  and  factory,  thrLUigh  which  he 
receives  a  sure  and  bounteous  reward,  th.an  lu  the 
seeking  of  a  doubtful  recom])ense  for  his  time 
through  the  iirecariousness  of  politics.  Social! v  he 
is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  U.  ¥.  ami  of  the  Grange. 

AVILEER  PITKIX  UCXXELL.  ^I.  D.,  is  one 
of  the  younger  practicing  physicians  of  Xew  llritain 
whose  professional  career  has  been  marked  with 
:generous  success.  He  is  wedded  to  his  profession, 
and  by  a  thorough  preparation  has  fitted  himself 
■eminently  for  its  practice,  but  he  is  interested  a!so 
in  the  social  and  public  affairs  of  the  ciiv  of  his 
^adoption,  and  his  personality  has  won  for  him  a 
wider  recognition  than  his  mere  professional  status, 
however  eminent  that  may  be. 

Dr.  Bunnell  is  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  tirst 
families  who  settled  at  Burliiigtoii,  Conn.,  coming 
originally  from  Cheshire.  His  grandfather,  Heze- 
kiah  ljunneii.  was  a  i-iative  of  Burlington,  and  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  becoming  one  of  the  wealtlii- 
est  agriculturists  in  that  region,  and  lie  was  promi- 
nent in  the  public  affairs  of  the  town.  Idezekiah 
Bunnell  married  Amanda  Shepard,  of  Burlington, 
and  they  had  children :  Theade,  who  married  GroA-e 
Judson.  and  lives  at  Bristol:  Lyman  B.,  who  is  now 
€r!S"^S'"'^'l  in  Jin  extensive  law  practice  at  X'o.  170 
Broadway.  Xew  York  City ;  Seymour,  father  of 
our  subject:  .aI,  living  on  the  c>ld  homestead  at 
Burlington  :  Cherilla,  who  married  a  ^Ir.  Turner, 
of  W'aterbury  :  Jeanette.  deceased  :  Marcus, dccea-ed  : 
and  Charles,  living  at  Burlington,  on  the  old  home- 
stead. Hczekiah  Bunnell  died  in  1880.  at  the  age 
of  eighty-three,  surviving  his  wife  man\-  years. 

•  Seymour  Bunnell  was  born  at  Burlington  Sept. 
15,  1833,  and  there  passed  his  bovliood  da>-s.  At  the 
age  of  seventeen  vears  lie  went  to  Hartford  and  en- 
tered on  an'  a]jprenticesliip  with  Woodruff'  &  P.^ach, 
manufacturer-  of  stationarv  engines,  at  the  close 
of  which,  before  the  Civil  war,  he  went  South  to 
set  up  an  engine  on  a  sugar  jjlantation,  and  the 
planter,  acquiring  a  liking  for  the  sturdy  young  me- 
chanic, inducerl  Iiim  to  remain  for  a  year.  Re- 
turning to  Hartford,  Sevmour  Ihinncll,  as  contract- 
or, had  a  large  number  of  ir.en  in  his  employ  in  the 
Colt's  patent  fire-arms  factory.  He  was  quite  suc- 
cessful, and  continuerl  in  that  business  relationship 
until  about  i88y,  since  which  time  he  has  followed 


his  trade  as  tool-maker,  being  now  with  the  \\  hn- 
ney  Co.,  Hartford.  lie  1ki>  been  active  u\  J'"rec 
-Masonry,  and  is  a  member  of  Hartford  Lodge. 
Chapter  and  Commanderv,  being  a  past  master  and 
l)ast  commander.  He  is  also  a  member  of  St.  Ber- 
n.-u'd  Lodge,  Iv..  i'.    -\t  one  time  he  w-as  a  du'eccor 

I  of  the  -Mutual  Benefit  Life  Lisurance  t.'o.  He  has 
always  been  a  Democrat,  but  has  not  taken  an  active 
part  in  politics.  Seymour  Bunnell  married  .Miss 
-Vrvilla  ^^1.  I'itkin,  daughter  of  k)ennison  Palmer  and 

:  j'hadjc  Dunham  (Turner  )  Pitkin,  a  pro>!)erous 
farming  faniilv  of  East  llanforcl.     Jier  lno'.hers 

I  are  engaged  at  Hartford  as  extensive  nianutaeturers 
of  steam  boilers,  under  the  firm  name  of  Pitkin 
Bros.  To  ^ir.  and  ]\lrs.  Bunnell  came  the  follow- 
ing named  children  :  Prank,  born  ^lav  1838. 
died  Xov.  3,  1861  ;  Wilber  P..  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Edith  L.,  born  Sept.  17,  1864.  wife  of  George  Put- 

i  nam,  a  descendant  of  Israel  Putnam  :  and  Ernest 

I  Palmer,  born  Xov.  12,  i8()7,  now  a  machinist  in 
Hartford. 

I       Dr.  Wilber  P.  Bunnell  was  born   in  Hartford 
\  March  27,  i860.    He  attended  the  public  schools 
I  of  that  city,  and  after  completing  the  grammar- 
school  course  was  for  three  years  under  private 
I  tutors,  with  a  view  of  preparing  for  college.  In 
18S0  he  entered  ]\IcGill  P'niversity,  ^lontreal,  where 
he  remained  for  two  years,  receiving  the  foundation 
j  of  his  professional  education,  and  in  1883  entered 
the  Pniversitv  of  the  Citv  of    X'ew  York,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  March  14.  1SS4,  the  medi- 
cal course  wdiich  he  completed  having  reference  to 
a  general  practice.    In  these  latter  years  sup]Me- 
mentary  medical   education   and   hospital  practice 
are  deemed  desirable  for  the  medical  college  gradu- 
ate, and  Dr. Bunnell  obtained  both  in  X'ew  York  City. 
-\t  the  Homeopathic  College  he  studied  homeopathic 
materia  medica  and  therapeutics,  spending  much  of 
his  time  in  the  hospitals.    Dr.  Bunnell  located  at 
Xew  Britain  June  8.  1885.  and  has  since  then  been 
engaged  continuouslv  in  the  practice  of  medicine, 
■  buildin"::  up  an  extensive  practice,  the  result  of  his 
ow-n  abilitv  and  application.     He  is-  a  member  of 
tile  X'ew  Britain  Medical  Socictv,  of  which  he  is  now 
,  serving  as  vice-president:  of  the  Plartford  County 
;  Medical  .Society:  and  of  the  State  ^ledical  Society. 
'  He  is  a  member  of  Centennial  Lodge.  E.  &  A.  M., 
:  of  the  Royal  -Vrcanum  and  the  Loyal  -Vdditional 
Benefit,  l>eing  examiner  of  both  organizations:  be- 
i  longs  to  the  C)rder  of  Red  Men.  the  Knights  of  St. 
George  and  tlie  Knights  of  the  Golden  Eagle,  and  is 
medical  examiner  of  the  last  two  named.    He  has 
I  served  as  chairman  of  the  citv  board  of  health  for 
'  one  \'ear.  and  has  been  tov.n  physician  eight  years. 
:  l^r.  Bunnell  was  fornierlv  a  Democrat  in  politics, 
but  is  now  inde]K'ndent.     He  is  not  a  politician, 
and  it  is  a  tribute  to  his  wortli  anrl  faithfulness 
that  lie  has  lield    the  office  of    town  physician, 
which  is  a  p<;Iitical  ap])<iintment,  through  shitting 
political  adniiiiistration.s. 

On  June  12,  1890,  Dr.  P>uiinell  wedded  Miss 
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llattio  L.  Cliartor,  daughter  of  Gen.  William  M.  j 
and  Charlotte  (Smith)  Charter,  the  former  of  whom 
was  a  prominent  eiti;^en  of  Hartford. 

TAUL  G.  LEUPOLD.  Thrift,  industry  an<l  | 
sound  judgment  have  been  so  constantly  shown  j 
among  the  numerous  representatives  of  the  Father-  j 
land  who  have  settled  in  this  country  that  we  nat-  i 
urally  look  upon  t!ie?e  qualities  as  characteristics  of  j 
the  race.  Among  the  individuals  in  whom  they  cen-  I 
tainly  exist  in  a  marked  degree  is  this  well-known  j 
resident  of  Xew  Britain,  who  holds  a  responsible  I 
position  in  a  large  manufactiuin.f  establishment,  | 
and  is  also  infiuential  in  municipal  affairs,  being  the  ' 
present  city  auditor. 

Mr.  Leupold"s  ancestral  home  is  Lupochow,  in 
the  Province  of  Posen,  Germanv,  and  his  grand- 
father, Johan  Gottlieb  Leupold.  was  a  native  of  that 
place,  where  he  passed  h.is  life  as  a  prosperous 
blacksmith,  owning  his  own  shop  and  enjoying  a 
fair  custom.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a  Lutlieran, 
and  his  descendants  have  also  adhered  to  that  church. 
He  married  Anna  Justine  Schmidt,  and  had  four 
sons,  Karl,  Friedxich,  Johann  and  Ludwig,  and  one 
daughter,  Emilie. 

Friedrich  Leupold,  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  Nov.  26,  1833,  at  the  old  home,  Lupochow, 
and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  that  town. 
As  a  young  man  he  learned  the  joiner's  trade,  serv- 
ing four  years  as  an  apprentice.  In  1856  he  located 
in  Berlin,  Germany,  where  he  worked  until  1865, 
when  he  left  for  Warsaw,  Russia,  the  next  vear 
returning  to  Berlin,  where  he  went  into  business  for 
himself.  He  continued  successfully  until  18S1,  when 
he  gave  up  the  business  and  went  to  Brazil,  South 
America.  The  following  year  he  again  returned  to 
Berlin,  and  in  1883  he  came  to  the  United  States, 
locating  at  once  in  Xew  Britain,  Conn.,  where  he 
is  employed  as  a  patternmaker  for  J.  A.  Traut,  in 
the  Rule  &  Level  Co.,  being  considered  an  expert 
in  that  hne.  On  his  journeys  to  the  different  coun- 
tries iMr.  Leupold  was  always  accompanied  by  his 
family.  As  an  intelligent  citizen  he  takes  keen  in-  i 
terest  in  the  questions  of  the  day,  and,  while  he  is  j 
not  an  aspirant  for  political  honors,  he  is  a  strong  j 
Republican.  His  estimable  wife,  whose  maiden  j 
name  was  Augusta  Diecke,  is  a  native  of  Torgau,  | 
Province  of  Saxony,  Germany.  They  had  eight  i 
children  :  Otto,  a  gilder  by  trade,  but  now  a  suc- 
cessful business  man ;  Adolph,  a  contractor  and 
builder,  who  has  built  many  important  structures,  in- 
cluding three  German  churches  in  New  Britain; 
Charles,  a  carpenter,  who  was  in  partnership  with 
his  brother  Adolph,  but  is  now  deceased ;  Adelheid, 
deceased;  Paul  G.,  our  subject:  Al'oert,  who  is  in 
the  employ  of  the  Stanley  Rule  &  Level  Co.,  at  New 
Britain ;  and  Emma  and'  Bertha,  both  deceased. 

Paul  G.  Leupold  was  born  May  5,  18G7,  in  the 
city  of  Berlin,  Germany,  where  he  attended  the  pub- 
lic schools  until  he  reached  the  age  of  fifteen.  There 
he  laid  the  foundation  for  a  good  practical  educa- 
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tion,  and  by  subsequent  reading  and  studv  he  has 
added  much  to  his  store  of  knowledge,  having  be- 
come an  excellent  bookkeeper,  maiidy  through  his 
own  efforts.  He  learned  the  joiner's  trade,  and 
soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  family  in  New  Britain 
he  was  employed  in  the  joiner's  department  of  the 
Stanley  Rule  &  Level  Co.,  where  he  remained  until 
1893,  but  since  then  he  has  held  a  position  in  the 
Minor  &  Corbin  Box  Co..  liaving  charge  of  the  case 
making  department.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican, 
and  as  he  is  an  able  and  effective  speaker  he  be- 
came prominent  in  the  councils  of  the  local  or- 
ganization at  an  early  age.  In  April,  189S,  he  was 
elected  city  auditor  for  the  term  of  two  years,  re- 
ceiving the  third  largest  majority,  while  in  1900, 
when  he  was  re-elected  for  the  same  position,  he 
received  the  highest  majority  on  the  ticket. 

In  1S93  Mr.  Leupold  married  ^Nliss  Anna 
Schlueter,  of  New  Britain,  and  they  have  one  son, 
Henry.  ^Ir.  Leupold  and  his  wife  are  popular  so- 
cially, and  he  belongs  to  the  New  Britain  Turner 
Society,  the  sick  benefit  society  Concordia,  and 
Gersta^cker  Lodge,  No.  96,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  in  all  of 
which  he  was  prominent  for  a  number  of  years ;  he 
also  belongs  to  Comstock  Encampment,  No.  42,  I. 
O.  O.  F.  He  was  president  of  the  Connecticut 
State  Turnbezirk. 

JOHN  OSKAR  JOHNSON  was  born  in 
Sweden  Oct.  3,  1852,  son  of  Joseph  Johnson  and  his 
wife  Catherine.  His  father  was  born  May  18, 
1814,  and  died  Dec.  27,  1861.  in  the  land  of  his 
birth.  His  occupation  was  that  of  a  cloth  sales- 
man, traveling  with  a  horse  and  wagon  from  town 
I  to  town.  His  widow,  who  was  born  in  1820,  still 
j  survives  him,  making  her  home  with  her  son  John 
Oskar,  in  Kensington.  Early  in  life  Mr.  Johnson's 
father  was  well-to-do,  but  before  the  close  of  his 
days  he  saw  his  accumulations  swept  away,  and  died 
leaving  his  family  in  rather  straitened  circumstances, 
when  John  O.  was  but  nine  years  old. 

Our  subject  was  the  eldest  of  four  children,  and 
for  him  the  battle  of  life  began  early.  For  two 
years  he  was  "hired  out"  to  one  Jor.as  Johanson, 
and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  found  em- 
ployment with  Swening  Nagunson,  with  whom  he 
remained  for  seven  years.  During  this  period  he 
was  permitted  to  attend  school,  and  it  was  thus  that 
he  obtained  a  well-grounded  knowledge  of  those 
rudimentary  branches  which  form  the  foundation  of 
all  education.  His  next  employer  was  Lorin  Dor- 
henson,  with  whom  he  remained  for  about  six 
months.  In  1871,  before  reaching  the  age  of  twenty 
years,  he  formed  the  determination  to  woo  fortune 
in  a  new  clime,  toward  the  setting  sun.  In  that 
year  he  sailed  from  Goteborg,  landing  in  New  York 
on  May  11,  and  remained  in  that  city  a  few  days. 
He  soon  found  employment  as  a  railroad  section 
hand,  and  continued  in  that  line  of  work  for  nearlv 
a  year,  six  weeks  on  a  branch  line  in  Westchester 
county,  N.  Y.,  three  months  at  Port  Jervis,  in  the 
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,  same  State,  four  luoiuhs  at  LuniborviUo,  Delaware 
count},  and  three  niontlis  for  the  Xew  York,  Os- 
wej^^o  <S:  Mulland  Co.,  at  Paris,  X.  Y.  From  the 
place  last  r.a:;;c(.l  he  went  t;i  Long  Island,  wiiere  for 
about  a  nu  nth  he  was  euiployetl  as  a  farm  hand. 
Keturnini;-  to  the  metropolis.  lie  worked  for  a  tiine 
at  any  description  of  labor  which,  presentetl  itself, 
and  on  July  15,  1S7J,  settin::^  h.is  face  eastward,  he 
reached  iiariford.  Horace  Williams,  of  East  Hart- 
ford, and  Benjamin  Hamilton,  of  West  Hartford, 
were  his  first  emoloyers,  he  remaniingr  nine  months 
with  the  former  and  four  montlis  with  the  latter. 
Six  months  he  spent  in  the  employ  of  Lawrence 
Flagg".  and  two  or  three  months  with  a  Mr.  Whit- 
ing. The  three  months  following  he  worketl  for  a 
Mr.  Crampton,  a  farmer  of  Farmington.  Return- 
ing to  East  Hartford,  he  found  a  situation  with  the 
Olmsteads.  and  during  the  five  months  that  he  re- 
mained with  them  attended  school.  His  next  move 
was  to  Forestville,  where  for  three  montlis  he 
worked  in  a  clock  manufactory.  Being  otfered  the 
charge  of  E.  ]NL  Welch's  farm  he  accepted  the  po- 
sition, the  responsible  duties  attaching  to  which  he 
discharged  with  fidelity  and  success  for  about  two 
years.  By  this  time  he  had  become  tired  of  a  mi- 
gratory life,  and  when  he  entered  the  works  of  the 
Bristol  Brass  &  Clock  Co..  of  Xew  Britain,  it  was 
to  remain  with  that  concern  for  fifteen  years,  four- 
teen of  whicli  were  passed  in  the  lock  department. 

During  all  his  mutations  of  employment,  how- 
ever, jNIr.  Johnson  had  never  ceased  to  displav,  in  a 
marked  degree,  those  mental  and  moral  qualities 
which  have  characterized  his  ancestral  race  for 
centuries.  Econoni}-  and  sobriety,  industrv  and  pa- 
tience, perseverance  and  pluck,  had  transformed  the 
penniless  Swedish  immis'rant  of  1S71  into  the  land 
owner  and  man  of  modest  fortune.  Without  ad- 
ventitious aid,  with  no  trade,  and  possessed  of  only 
the  ground-work  of  scholastic  training,  he  had  suc- 
ceeded, through  the  intense  force  of  his  own  char- 
acter, and  because  of  his  determination  to  know  no 
such  word  as  failure.  Lie  had  become  the  owner  of 
a  home  in  Xew  Britain,  and  in  1S95  he  exchanged 
this  for  the  Leander  Bunce  property,  a  farm  of 
ninety  acres,  situated  in  the  "Blue  Hills"  district 
of  Kensington.  Here  he  leads  the  comparatively 
quiet,  yet  congenial,  life  of  a  produce  and  dairy 
farmer.  Llis  place  is  known  as  the  "Springdale 
Dairy  Farm,"  and  besides  disposing  of  the  yield  of 
his  cows  he  handles  a  considerable  quantity  of  milk 
and  cream  for  others,  disposing  of  most  of  the  out- 
put at  retail  in  X'cw  Britain. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  niarried,  April  27,  1876,  to 
]Miss  Caroline  Christina  Gustemson,  who,  like  him- 
self, is  a  native  of  Sweden,  born  S^'pt.  10,  1852. 
Their  marriage  has  been  I^Lssed  with  nine  cliildren: 
Carl  IVerlerick,  the  eldest,  was  born  Aug.  22,  1877, 
is  married,  and  has  l)een  in  the  employ  of  Th.  D. 
Stanley,  of  Xew  Britain.  Anna  Louisa,  born  Jan. 
22,  1879,  died  Marcli  26,  1802.    Fda,  born  Xov. 


30,  1S80,  resides  at  home,  as  also  do  tlie  younger 
children — F'rancis  Albert,  born  Sept.  21,  1882;  Au- 
gust Robert,  Sept.  23,  1884;  John  Edwanl.  Uct. 

I  0,  18S6;  David  C>skar  (2),  Aug.  4,  i8()o:,  and  Amia 
Cathcrina.  Jan.  2.  i8y2.     David  ( )skar  (I),  born 

{  beb.  10,  i88i>.  died  June  20,  same  year. 

j  r>oth  Mr.  Johnson  and  h.is  wife  are  members  of 
the  Salvation  Army,  he  holding  the  rank  of  ser- 
geant-major. He  joined  the  orgarii/.ation  in  1885, 
liaving  been  previously  a  member  of  tbie  .Melliodist 
Church  at  riaiiuille.  Lie  takes  a  tleep  interest  iu 
the  cause  of  religion,  and  devotes  to  its  advance- 
merit  the  same  untiring  effort  which  he  has  ex- 
pended in  manual  toil.  His  conversion  was  the  re- 
sult of  a  dream,  or  vision,  in  wdiich  the  rewards  and 

I  penalties  of  the  future  life  were  made  clear  to  hnn. 

i  His  children  attend  the  Congregational  Church  of 

!  Kensington.  His  political  affiliation  is  with  the  Pro- 
hibition party. 

\\TLLIAM  ORR,  a  leading  farmer  and  dair^•- 
man  of  Soutliington,  was  born  in  Crossford,  Lanark- 
shire, Scotland,  C)ct.  19,  1856,  a  son  of  Adam  and 
3ilargaret  (Dickson)  C^rr,  who  came  to  America 
in  1886,  and.  have  since  resided  in  Soutliington. 
Their  children  are:  \\'illiam,  John,  Ann,  Adam, 
George,  ^iinnie  and  James. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  his  native  land,  and 
acquired  his  literary  education  in  the  public  scliools 
there.  In  the  spring  of  188 1  he  emigrated  to  the 
Xew  World,  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Southing- 
ton,  Conn.,  where  he  was  employed  in  the  wrench 
department  of  the  works  of  the  Peck,  Stow  &  Wil- 
cix  Co.  for  three  years,  since  which  time  he  has 
engaged  in  farming  and  the  dairy  business,  and  has 
met  with  most  gratifying  success.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry  in  Southington,  and  is 
highly  respected  and  esteemed  by  all  who  know  him. 

On  April  24,  1895,  Mr.  Orr  niarried  Miss  Julia 
Sloper,  daughter  of  David  Root  and  Augusta  E. 
(WoodrufiF)  Sloper.  of  Southington,  representatives 
of  old  and  prominent  Connecticut  families.  The  fa- 
ther was  born  in  ."southington  Feb.  12,  i8or,  anrl 
was  twice  married,  first  on  Oct.  6,  1 831,  to  Cornelia 
Bristol,  daughter  of  George  A.  Bristol.  By  that 
union  he  had  two  children,  Ambrose  and  Cornelia. 
Tlie  mother  of  these  died  Feb.  24,  1837,  at  the  age 
of  twenty-four  years,  and  on  Xov.  20,  1842,  Mr. 
Sloper  married  Eliza  A.  Woodruff,  daughter  of 
Daniel  S.  and  Eliza  (Bristol)  Woodruff,  of  South- 
ington. Three  children  were  born  of  this  marriage; 
]\Iary  E. ;  Cornelia,  wife  of  Lloyd  O.  X'eal ;  and 
Julia,  wife  of  our  subject.  David  R.  Sloper  uas  a 
prominent  farmer  of  East  street,  and  formerly  a 
manufacturer  of  cement. 

Ambrose  Sloper,  the  paternal  grandfather  of 
Mrs.  Orr,  was'  born  March  28,  1774,  and  wedded 
Mary,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  .Mar}-  (  Bristol)  Wood- 
ruff. He  livetl  on  the  homestead  now  occuiMcd  bv 
our  subject  anil  his  wife,  and  there  died  I'd).  23, 
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iSio.  lit'  was  ;i  son  uf  Ambrose  SIoiht,  Sr.,  who 
was  lii-ni  in  I'raiu'ord.  (."oiin..  in  i;34.  and  oanu' 
to  S(>vi!iuUL;t"ii  v.iih  jiaiints.  lie  niarricil  Sarah 
lv«'t.  ilauiihtiT  of  Sti;i)!un  ami  Sarah  <  1  lari  )  Rm.h. 
..I  Sfiitliincli 'H,  anil  li'catc.l  on  l^ast  sireot.  wlurc 
t.iir  su!>K"*-"t  ii>'W  roiiiiN.  lie  scr\cil  a-^  caia'.in  in 
till-  Kc\oluiioiiar_v  war,  and  died  April  i  ^  iS_'_>.  at 
tlio  a^c  of  cii^lity-SL'VOii  year.s.  J  lis  falhcr.  Rohcrt 
SlolRT.  was  a  resident  of  llranford.  where  he  was 
married.  Ian.  <),  1717.  to  Experience  Johnson,  daiT^h- 
ter  (■■f  Hdward  and  Esther  ( W'lioad.on  )  Johnson,  of 
IJraiiford.  Eater  he  removed  to  Southintite.'n,  where 
lie  dieil  April  5.  I7''7-  He  was  a  son  of  John  Sloper, 
of  whom  Imt  little  is  known  except  that  lie  was  horn 
jan.  13.  iC)(n.  and  wa>  a  son  of  Richard  S'.C'ivr. 
Tlic  hitter  was  born  in  XovemlxT.  i'i30.  and  wa.s 
married,  Oct.  ^1,  i')58,  to  Mary  Snerlnirne.  danuh- 
ter  of  llenrv  and  Rebecca  (Ciibbons)  Sherlunaie. 
lie  was  an  early  settler  of  Dover,  Mass.,  and  re- 
moved from  there  to  Portsmonth,  X.  H.,  where 
lie  (bed  Oct.  16,  1715,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six 
years. 

Mrs.  Orr's  maternal  grandfather,  Daniel  S. 
Woodruff,  was  born  in  1792,  and  married  Eliza, 
daughter  of  George  and  Abigail  Bristol.  He  lived 
on  East  street,  and  died  July  9,  1844.  He  was  a 
son  of  Urbana  Woodruff,  who  was  boin  in  1766, 
and  married  Silence  Sloper,  daughter  of  Capt. 
Daniel  and  Rachel  (Langdon)  Sloper,  He  also 
lived  on  East  street,  wdiere  he  died  Xov.  11,  179S. 
His  father,  Isaac  Woodruff,  was  born  in  October, 
1737,  and  was  married,  ¥ch.  11,  1762,  to  Mary 
Bristol,  of  Cheshire.  He  made  his  liome  on  East 
street,  and  there  died  Dec.  13.  1813.  His  father, 
Samuel  Woodruff,  was  born  in  Earmington,  Conn., 
Jan.  20,  1686,  and  was  married,  July  10,  17 18,  to 
Esther,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Esther  ( W'ood- 
ford)  Bird.  He  l-.eld  the  mditary  rr.nk  of  captain, 
and  died  in  February,  1766,  Ele  was  a  son  of 
Samuel  Vv'oodruff,  Sr.,  who  was  born  in  Farming- 
ton  Aug.  26,  1 66 1,  and  was  married,  in  16S5,  to 
Rebecca  Clark,  daughter  of  John  Clark.  This  Sam- 
uel Woodruff  was  the  first  settler  in  what  is  now 
the  town  of  Southington,  locating  there  in  i6yS, 
and  there  he  died  Jan.  8,  1742.  His  father,  }^Iat- 
thew  \\'oodruft',  removed  from  Hartford  to  Earm- 
ington about  1 640,  was  admitted  a  freeman  in  1657, 
and  was  one  of  the  eighty-four  proprietors  of  the 
town  in  1672.  He  died  in  1682,  at  an  advanced  age. 
Airs.  Orr  is  a  member  of  Elannah  Woodruff  Cha])- 
tcr,  Xo.  36.  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution. 

WIELARD  EEISHA  HOWE,  a  well-known 
and  highly-respected  citizen  of  Glastonbury,  is  a 
great-grandson  of  Elisha  Howe,  an  early  settler  in 
the  town  of  Glastonbury.  Elisha  Howe  and  his 
elder  brother,  John,  came  from  England,  and  after 
a  short  residence  in  Eramingham,  }tlass.,  rem;)ved 
to  Glastonbury,  locating  near  cur  subject's  pres- 
ent home.    John  Howe  was  married,  in  1755,  to 


Mary  Holden.  and  had  two  sons,  John  and  Elisha, 
who  served  with  the  militia  durmg  the  Revolu- 
tionarv  war.  lilisha  Howe  aI>o  took  part  in  the 
struggle  for  iiulependence.  He  was  married  about 
1 750. 

Elisha  Howe  (2),  our  subject's  grandfather, 
married  .\nna  H'ollister,  and  had  the  following"  chil- 
dren: Mar}'  married  David  Holbrook,  and  settled 
in  Ohio:  Ann  married  James  Sawyer,  and  resided  in 
Berlin,  near  Monl]xdier,  \  t. ;  Rebecca  married  Col. 
Robert  Gales,  of  Derby,  Conn. ;  I'disha  married 
h'annie  Arnold,  of  East  Hartford:  John  became 
the  father  of  our  subject:  Judith  married  Samuel 
French,  and  settled  in  Derby,  Conn. :  Jemima  mar- 
ried Deacon  Chester  Hills,  of  Glastonbury. 

John  Howe  was  born  in  1791  in  the  town  of 
Glastonbury,  jRdiere  his  boyhood  days  were  spent. 
He  received  a  cc^mmon-school  education  and  learned 
the  cooper's  trade,  and  for  some  years  he  farmed 
in  summer  and  worked  at  his  trade  in  winter,  in 
his  later  vears.  however,  following  farming  ex- 
clusively. He  died  in  1867.  his  remains  being  buried 
in  Buckingham.  John  Howe  married  ]\Iarv  ^^'ads- 
•  worth,  a  native  of  Hartford,  and  daughter  of  James 
and  ]Marv  Wadsworth,  the  former  a  shoemaker.  Of 
the  children  born  to  John  and  !Marv  Flow'e,  William 
Hanford,  wdio  is  not  married,  resides  on  the  home- 
stead; Willard  E.  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth; 
Eliza  Ann,  and  ]Mary  and  Alartha  (twins)  are  liv- 
ing at  the  homestead;  and  John  W.,  a  merchant 
in  South  Glastonburv,  married  Emma  Tryon :  James 
and  John  died  young. 

Our  subject  was  born  Sept.  19,  1824,  at  his  pres- 
ent farm,  in  a  house  which  he  replaced  in  1854  with 
a  more  modern  building.  As  a  bov  lie  attended  the 
district  schools,  and  also  spent  one  term  at  A\'ilbra- 
ham  Academy,  and  on  leaving  school  he  engaged 
with  his  broth.er,  William  H.,.in  tlie  manufacture  of 
powder  kegs,  suppyling  Hanmer  &  Forbes,  in  Scot- 
land, now  Burnside ;  later  they  made  staves  for  the 
Dupont  Powder  Co.,  of  Delaware.  They  continued 
in  that  line  of  business  for  a  number  of  years,  but 
for  some  time  before  selling  their  mill,  to  the  East 
Hartford  Water  Co.,  they  operated  it  as  a  saw- 
mill. .Since  the  sale  of  the  mill  our  subject  has  de- 
voted his  attention  to  farming,  and  as  a  citizen  he 
ranks  among  the  leaders,  his  courteous  manners 
being  allied  to  a  sound  judgnu-nt  which  wins  .gen- 
eral resjiect.  He  is  an  active  worker  in  the  Con- 
gregational Church  at  l^uckirigham,  having  served 
as  clerk  for  forty  years.  In  politics  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican, and  he  served  as  a  representative  in  the  Legis- 
lature in  i860,  and  has  been  assessor  many  times. 
He  also  did  efficient  work  as  .a  member  of  a  com- 
mittee, in  comnanv  with  lohn  A.  tlale.  Thaddeus 
Welles,  Andrew  T'  Hale,  i'lenry  Welles  and  Charles 
Hollister,  all  prominent  citizens,  to  assist  Rev.  A. 
I!.  Cha])in  in  gathering  material  for  a  complete  his- 
I  torv  of  the  town  for  the  secf)nd  century  anniver- 
I  sary.    The  celebration,  v.hich  fell  on  -May  8,  1853, 
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comnicmornicd  the  bestowal  of  t'nc  first  corporate  ' 
power  on  this  side  of  the  river  two  hundred  years 
before.  j 
On  Oct.  5,  1S53,  !Mr.  llowc  was  married  to  ' 
Miss  Hannah  V.  Treat,  who  was  born  in  Glaslon-  ; 
bury  Jan.  15,  1830,  daughter  of  Jerad  and  Anne  | 
(Wadbworth)  Treat,  of  Hartford.  Three  children  1 
blessed  the  union:  Alice  Mny,  who  died  in  child-  ; 
hood;  Miss  Edith  W'.,  who  is  at  home;  and  Anna  j 
1.,  who  died  in  early  womanhood.  j 

AAROX  W.  MALL.  In  the  life  of  this  gentle-  [ 
man  we"  lind  an  example  of  a  self-made  American 
citizen,  and  the  exemplification  of  the  progress  that  \ 
an  ambitious  foreigner  can  make  in  this  country  of  1 
unbounded  opportunities.  He  caiue  to  the  United  ; 
States  practically  empty-handed,  b;.t  is  to-day  the  ' 
owner  of  a  hue  farm  of  1S5  acres  in  }ierlin.  Hart-  . 
ford  county,  his  success  being  due  to  his  own  per-  , 
severance,  industry  and  energy.  I 
Mr.  Hall  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  Dec.  ; 
16,  1S6S,  and  is  a  son  of  George  and  Hannah  (Ken-  i 
dall)  Hall,  also  natives  of  Yorkshire,  the  former 
born  Nov.  20,  1S40,  the  latter  on  Nov.  5.  1S45.  They 
were  married  in  July,  1S66.  In  l^ngland  the  father  ^ 
engaged  in  farming  for  other  people.  He  came  to  j 
America  in  1893,  sailing  from  Liverpool,  and  land-  | 
ing  in  New  York.  After  spending  about  nine  } 
months  in  Bristol.  Conn.,  he  came  to  Kensington,  | 
and  he  and  his  wife,  together  with  two  of  their  | 
sons,  Charles  and  James,  reside  on  the  same  farm  . 
as  our  subject.  In  their  family  are  nine  children,  j 
.five  of  whom  came  to  this  country.  All  are  pro-  I 
gressive  farmers  and  hard-working  men.  ! 

On  coming  to  this  county,  in  1889.  Aaron  W.  ' 
Hall  worked  on  farms  in  Newington  for  a  time,  ' 
and  then  removed  to  Kensington.  He  worked  for  ! 
George  D.  Boyer  for  a  year  and  a  lialf,  and  was  \ 
subsequently  with  Samuel  D.  Newell,  of  Bristol,  j 
for  a  vear.  Returning  to  Kensington,  he  purcliased  | 
185  acres  of  land  on  the  IMeriden  road  to  New  1 
Britain,  of  ^Nlr.  Boyer,  and  upon  the  place  he  has  ! 
since  made  many  useful  and  valuable  improvements,  ' 
including  the  erection  of  two  houses.  He  keeps  i 
a  fine  grade  of  stock,  and  in  connection  with  general  I 
farming  is  engaged  in  the  dairy  business,  having  j 
a  large  milk  route  in  New  Britain.  He  is  an  enter-  [ 
prising,  reliable  business  man,  and  his  success  has  | 
been  most  worthily  achieved.  ] 
On  Nov.  17,  1897,  Mr.  Hall  was  united  in  mar-  ; 
riage  with  3.1iss  Alice  Graves  Lyman,  of  Talcott- 
ville.  Conn.,  who  was  born  March  11,  1874,  a 
daughter  of  Horace  S.  and  Esther  M.  (Graves) 
Lyman,  who  are  still  living.  Our  subject  and  his 
brothers  Charles  and  James  took  cut  their  naturahza-  | 
tion  papers  in  Hartford,  and  are  now  identified  with  ! 
the  Republican  party.  The  elder  Mr.  Hall  and  his  | 
sons  Charles  and  Aaron  W.  were  members  of  the  In-  } 
dependent  Order  of  Odd  Eellows  in  England,  and 
they  expect  to  renew  their  membership  in  this  coun-  j 


trv.  Our  subject  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Con- 
grLgational  Church,  and  the  remainder  of  the  fam- 
ily are  inclined  to  the  Methodist  belief;  they  arc  held 
in  high  regard  by  all  who  knov.-  them. 

RE\'.  HENRY  THOMAS  WALSH,  pastor  of 
the  Church  of  Our  Lady  of  .Mercy,  Plainville,  is 
widely  known  and  resjiected,  not  only  among  mem-^ 
bers  of  the  Catholic  Cliurch,  but  among  all  denomi- 
nations alike. 

Eatlier  W  alsh  is  a  native  of  Connecticut,  born 
June  1,  1855,  in  Ansonia,  New  Haven  couiuy,  a 
son  of  Mattiiew  Walsh,  who  was  horn  in  iS_'0  m 
Ireland,  coming  thence  to  the  United  States  in  1844, 
and  settling  in  Ansonia.  Eor  several  years  he  fol- 
lowed the  business  of  stone  mason,  and  for  thirty 
years  that  of  contractor  in  Ansonia,  where  he  lived 
half  a  century.  He  was  a  stanch  Democrat,  and  a 
champion  supporter  of  the  schools,  having  served 
efficiently  on  the  school  board.  In  1846  he  married 
}»larv  McCabe,  Vvdio  was  born  in  1S25,  and  died  m 
Ansonia  in  1897;  he  passed  away  in  Ansonia  in 
1892.  They  had  a  family  of  four  children,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  being  second  in  the  order  of 
birth. 

Plenry  T.  Walsh  received  his  earlier  education, 
at  the  public  schools  of  Ansonia,  and  in  his  fifteenth 
year  entered  Holy  Cross  College,  Worcester,  ]\Iass., 
in  order  to  prepare  himself  for  the  priesthood; 
thence,  after  eighteen  months,  went  to  Niagara 
L^niversit)',  Suspension  Bridge,  N.  Y.,  at  which  insti- 
tution he  graduated  in  1875,  in  the  philosopliical 
course.  He  then  took  a  three-years'  theological 
course  in  the  same  university,  graduating  from  same 
in  1878,  after  which  he  was  assigned  as  assistant 
pastor  to  Rev.  Thomas  Smith,  who  had  temporary 
charge  of  St.  Patrick's  Church,  at  Thompsonville, 
Conn.  Here  Father  Walsh  remained  four  months, 
and  was  then  transferred  to  Stamford,  Conn.,  as  as- 
sistant to  Rev.  W.  H.  Rogers  (pastor  of  St.  John's 
Church  tliere),  holding  this  curacy  some  six  and 
one-half  years,  and  in  February,  1885,  he  was  as- 
signed to  the  pastorship  of  the  Church  of  Our  Lady 
of  ]\Iercy  at  Plainville.  The  parish  at  that  time 
comprised  Plainville  and  Farmington,  Fosterville 
being,  Sept.  20,  1891,  transferred  from  the  parish 
of  Bristol  to  the  jurisdiction  of  Plainville. 

The  church  at  Plainville  was  erected,  in  1881, 
on  the  corner  of  Broad  and  Pierce  streets,  and  in 
18S5  Father  Walsh  erected  the  priest's  home  on  the 
corner  of  Broad  and  Canal  streets,  while  in  1887  he 
purchased  the  Catholic  cemetery  ground  on  Farm- 
ington avenue.  In  1891-92  he  erected,  at  a  cost  of 
$15,000,  St.  IMatthew's  church  at  Forestville,  which 
district  has  been  added  to  his  parish.  Father  Walsh, 
also  caused  several  improvements  to  be  made,  such 
as  the  introduction  of  electric  lights,  in  both  the 
church  and  the  priest's  house  in  Plainville. 

Father  Walsh  is  a  Democrat  in  his  political  j^re- 
dilections.  He  has  served  on  the  sch^ool  board  of 
Plainville  four  terms  (twelve  years),  during  eleven 
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years  of  whioli  lime  lie  has  been  acti\c  school  visi- 
tor, having-  practically  the  manaqenicnt  of  the 
scliools.  lie  was  one  of  the  original  directors  of 
the  l""ree  Public  Library  (which  was  installed  in 
1S96),  being  the  tlr.-t  individual  to  brinq-  the  niaiter 
to  the  notice  of  the  town,  and  to  advocate  the  great 
good  to  be  derived  from  such  an  institution. 

F.  HOWARD  EXSIGX.  a  vcll-known  and 
highly-respected  citizen  of  Kast  Hartford,  is  a  na- 
tive of  the  place,  born  Jan.  3,  1S55,  and  descends 
from  one  of  the  oldest  families  in  the  county.  The 
familv  was  founded  in  America  bv  James  Ensign, 
who  died  in  1670,  and  whose  progeny  is  traced  to 
the  seventh  generation  in  the  biography  of  Charles 
A.  Ensign,  to  be  found  elsewhere,  F.  Howard  En- 
sign, of  the  eighth  generation,  being  ihe  subject  of 
this  memoir. 

It  is  claimed,  bv  one  biographical  authority,  that 
the  family  name.  Ensign,  is  of  Saxon  origin,  and 
that  it  first  appeared  in  Childham,  near  the  Cathedral 
of  Canterbury,  England,  where  there  was  an  Ensign 
jManor,  the  familv  arms  being  placed  in  the  Churcli 
of  Childham.  The  validity  of  the  name  was  estab- 
lished in  1563  by  William  Henry  Clarenseaup,  and  it 
appeared  in  the  Counties  of  Essex,  Norfolk  and 
Kent ;  another  claim  is  made  that  the  name  was 
originally  Ensing,  and  that,  for  bravery  displayed  in 
battling  for  his  sovereign,  Ensing  was  knighted  and 
the  letters  in  the  name  transposed.  But  the  first 
statement  is  undoubtedly  correct. 

In  the  will  of  James  Ensign,  the  first  settler  of 
the  name  in  America,  which  testament  is  dated  Xov. 
23,  1670,  appears  the  following:  "i  give  as  a  token 
of  respect  ro  our  Honored  Governor  Winthrope  five 
pounds ;  I  give  as  a  token  of  respect  to  my  dear 
pastor,  ]\Ir.  Whiting,  five  pounds;  I  give  towards 
the  building  of  the  new  meeting  house  six  pounds; 
I  give  to  Jiles  Aires,  to  buy  him  tools  when  his 
time  is  out,  fortv  shillings."  The  inventory  of  his 
estate  is  dated  Dec.  23,  1670.  Sarah,  the  wife  of 
James  Ensign,  died  in  ^lay,  1676,  leaving  an  only 
child,- David,  born  in  1645. 

David  Ensign  married  ]\Iehitable  Gunn,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Gunn,  of  W'ind  sor,  but  thev  were 
divorced  by  mutual  consent,  and  the  wife  was  later 
married  to  Isaac  Sheldon,  a  widower,  of  Windsor. 
David  Ensign,  for  his  second  wife,  married  Sarah 
Wilcox,  who  died  Feb.  3,  171 7.  He  removed  to 
West  Hartford,  organized  the  church  there,  and  died 
Dec.  12,  1727.  His  children  were  named  David, 
James  and  Thomas. 

Thomas  Ensign  married  Hannah  Shepherd, 
daughter  of  John  and  Rebecca  (Greenhill)  Shep- 
herd, and  among  his  children  was  Ivloses  (i),  who 
was  born  in  South  Windsor,  and  marricrl  Love  .A.n- 
di  ■ews  in  1731,  she  being  a  daughter  of  Thomas  1 
and  Love  (Knight)  Andrews.  Among  their  chil- 
dren were  i\Joses  (2)  and  Isaac,  the  latter  of  whom 
learned  blacksmithing  and  removed  to  Simsbury,  | 
where  his  descendants  are  still  living. 


J       ^NFoses  Ensign  (2),  from  whom  the  East  Ilart- 
I  ford  branch  of  the  family  descends,  was  baptized 
I  Dec.  24,  1732,  and  also  -May  12,  1734,  and  mar- 
i  ried  Anna  W  illiams,  daughter  of  Timothy  and  .Vnna 
;  (Andrews)  Williams,  of  East  Hariford,  and  a  niem- 
i  bcr  of  the  oUl  and  respected  familv  that  owaied  the 
I  land  on  the  west  side  of  ]\iain  street  from  the  Hock- 
I  amnn  river  south  to  Willow  Brook.    Their  chil- 
1  dren,  five  in  number,  were:    !Moses  (3),  born  Dec. 
i  4.  1759;  Anna,  baptized  Nov.  2g,  1761  ;  Ruth,  bap- 
1  tized  May  24,   1767;  Solomon,  baptized  Oct.  13, 
1770;  and  Edward.    Of  these  children.  Solomon 
went  to  Chenango  county,  N.  Y.,  located  in  Pitcher, 
erected  a  sawmill,  and  invented  a  saw  which  gave 
him  a  widespread  reputation.     He  became  very 
prominent  and  popular,  was  elected  a  judge,  and 
reared  a  large  familv. 

Moses  Ensign  (3)  married,  I'eb.  16,  17S6,  Jean- 
ette  Forbes,  who  was  born  Oct.  11,  1767,  and  fol- 
lowing are  the  names  of  their  children  and  dates  of 
birth  and  death:  David  F.,  Dec.  30,  1786,  Feb.  25, 
1787;  ]\Ioses  (4),  July  20,  1790,  Sept.  16,  1790; 
]\Ioses  (5),  Sept.  6,  1791,  Dec,  S,  1S29;  Betsev, 
July  10,  1794,  l-'eb.  I,  1837;  Anna,  Sept.  21,  1796, 
Jan.  21,  1845;  Harry,  Nov.  4,  1798,  April  21,  1S69; 
Ralph,  Dec.  21,  iSoo,  Oct.  14,  1879;  John,  Aug. 
15,  1803,  Oct.  31,  1S03;  Jeanette.  Nov.  19,  1805, 
Nov.  22,  1879;  and  John  (2),  Nov.  25,  1807,  Dec. 
7,  1S07.  IMoses  Ensign,  the  father  of  this  family, 
was  a  blacksmith,  had  his  shop  on  the  bank  of  Wil- 
low brook,  near  the  late  residence  of  J.  Fitch  Corn- 
stock,  and  was  a  very  skillful  workman.  Here  his 
wife  died  June  iS,  1813,  and  nis  ow^n  death  took 
place  Nov.  30,  1821. 

]\Ioses  Ensign  (5),  the  third-born  child  of 
Closes  (3),  in  the  family  above  enumerated,  and 
the  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  a 
stonecutter  and  mason  by  trade.  Fle  was  a  member 
of  the  local  militia,  and  wdien  commissioned  color- 
bearer  of  his  company  was  known  as  Ensign  En- 
sign ;  he  rose  to  the  rank  of  captain,  and  with  his 
company  went  to  the  defense  of  New  London  in 
1812.  On  May  23,  1820,  he  married  Martha  (fa- 
miliarly called  "Patty")  Rislc}-,  who  was  born 
June  4,  1790,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Ruth  (Abbey) 
Risley,  the  form.er  born  Feb.  20,  1752,  and  the  latter 
born  in  1754.  The  four  children  of  this  union  were: 
Charles  A.,  who  was  born  Dec.  4,  1S21,  first  mar- 
ried Cornelia  Stevens  and  afterward  wedded  Maria 
Smith,  and  died  August  17,  1896;  Elizur  Rob- 
erts, fathef-  of  our  subject,  born  Feb.  22,  1824 ;  Jean- 
ette F.,  born  Feb.  19,  1826,  and  married  to  Ira  An- 
derson ;  and  Owen  L.,  born  May  13,  1829.  }^Ioses 
Ensign,  the  father  of  these  children,  while  engaged 
at  his  trade  in  Hartford,  building  a  stone  vault  for 
the  Connecticut  River  Banking  Co..  strained  his 
back  in  lifting  a  heavy  stone,  and  f(jr  some  time 
was  incapacitated  for  work.  About  this  time  he  had 
purchased  a  piece  of  land  in  Wethersfield,  but  neg- 
lected to  record  the  deed,  of  which  neglect  the  sel- 
ler took  advantage,  and  sold  the  land  to  another 
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partw  Mr.  Ensij;;:!!.  roooivini;-  an  iiuinialidu  of  this 
fact,  liastonoil  to  W'otlicrsficld  to  have  the  dccil 
rccortlcil.  ruiiiiing-  all  the  way,  ;.iul  forcsiallei]  the 
second  purcliascr,  tluis  >ccnrin>;-  the  land,  luit  ai  a 
fcarlul  cost.  Ihc  exertion,  in  his  weakened  con- 
dition, caused  his  death,  which  occurred  Xoc.  30, 
18J9.  His  widow  lived  to  -ood  old  aye,  and  died 
June  6,  1804. 

Eliznr  Roheris  Ensit;n.  second  child  of  Moses 
and  Martha  (  Kisley  1  j'hisiyn.  was  h;;irn  in  Hock- 
aniim  Feh.  jj,  1824 — the  ninel\--sccond  anniversary 
of  the  hirth  of  GeorLre  W'ashin-^ton.  As  he  was 
quite  young-  wlien  he  lost  his  lather,  and  heing-  one 
of  the  elder  of  the  children,  he  was  earlv  called 
upon  to  aid  in  the  supjiorL  of  the  family — a  task 
he  cheerfully  uiulertook  when  strong  enough.  In 
the  meanwhile  he  received  a  somewhat  limited  ed- 
ucation at  the  old  Willow  llrook  school,  and  on 
quitting  school  worked  at  various  places,  at  a  com- 
pensation of  8100  per  annum  and  board.  In  1S41 
or  1842  he  began  learning  the  bootmaker's  trade 
under  George  Risley,  worked  as  an  apprentice  and 
journeyman  fifteen  years,  and  in  1857  went  to  Xew 
Haven  to  take  charge  of  a  department  in  a  boot 
and  shoe  manufactory.  In  1862  he  returned  to  his 
old  home,  and,  as  the  Civil  war  was  then  at  its 
height,  the  States  of  Mrginia,  North  Carolina  and 
Kentucky  were  no  longer  able  to  contribute  to  the 
trade  their  usual  quota  of  tobacco,  of  which  thev 
had  been  the  chief  producers.  The  boot  and  shoe 
trade  with  the  South  also  fell  oti'  to  nothing,  and 
the  fertile  and  prolific  ingenuity  of  Xew  Englanders 
was  called  into  play  to  furnish  new  industries.  It 
occurred  to  some  enterprising  farmers  in  the  Con- 
necticut valley  that  tobacco  would  thrive  there  as 
■well  as  in  Kentucky,  and  the  following  spring  thev 
prepared  their  land  on  tlie  Kentucky  plan  and  met 
with  success.  Prior  to  this,  however,  some  little 
eflorts  had  been  made  toward  tobacco  culture,  but 
the  methods  used  were  crude  and  the  results  unsat- 
isfactory, and  in  the  new  and  systematic  process 
of  cultivating  this  staple  Eliznr  R.  Ensign  was  a 
pioneer.  I'or  his  first  crop,  cured  in  1863.  he  re- 
ceived tv,-enty-eight  cents  per  pound,  and  for  the 
following  five  years  he  received  about  fiftv  cents; 
he  is  now  probably  one  of  the  best-posted  toliacco 
men  of  the  North. 

In  politics  Elizur  R.  Ensign  has  always  been  a 
stanch  Democrat,  and  a  very  popular  one.  He  has 
filled  all  the  minor  town  offices,  and  in  1871  was 
elected  selectman  in  East  Hartford  by  a  large  ma- 
jority, in  1872  was  re-elected  by  a  larger  majority, 
and  in  1875  ^^'^^  again  chosen,  and  was  also  elected 
school  visiter.  In  the  folluwing  vear  he  was  elected 
to  the  State  Legislature,  and  in  1881-S2-83  served 
the  town  as  assessor.  In  religion  he  is  a  Congre- 
gationahst.  a  deacon  in  the  iMrst  Church  of  Hock- 
aiiuni,  and  was  chairman  of  the  committee  of  tha 
church  society  for  nearlv  fifteen  years.  He  was 
also  a  member  of  the  old  I'dm  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  E., 
which  disbanded  in  18G2. 


On  Ma_\-  2;,  i84(;).  Mr.  luisi-n  married  Miss 
1  >elia  Rrewer,  who  was  horn  heb.  13,  1830,  a  daugh- 
ter of  George  and  l'"annie  (Stevens,  iu\-  \\'haple>  > 
r>rewer,  and  this  marriage  has  been  crowned  with 
three  children:  h'rank  Howard,  Milton  E.  and  .Vi- 
fred  J.  Of  these,  full  mention  of  F.  Howard  will 
be  made  farther  on.  Milton  E.,  born  July  2,  i8')0, 
married.  Nov.  1882,  Miss  Annie  Comstock.  a 
native  of  East  Hartford,  who  bore  hiiu  two  chil- 
tlren,  Louis,  who  is  living  with  his  maternal  grand- 
father, I'^rank  Comstock-,  in  East  Hartford;  and 
Rulh,  living  with  her  paternal  grandfather,  E.  R. 
Ensign,  as  is  her  mother,  the  father,  Milton  I'^.,  hav- 
ing died  April  13.  1897.  Elsewhere  will  he  found 
a  sketch  of  Alfred  J.,  the  youngest  of  the  three  chil- 
dren mentioned  alxive.  In  speaking  of  the  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  ^vlrs.  E.  R. 
Ensign,  a  local  ji  urnal  had  this  to  say:  "^Ir.  and 
Mrs.  Eliznr  R.  Ensign,  two  of  the  best-known  resi- 
dents of  the  south  end  of  East  Hartford,  celebrated 
their  Golden  W'etlding  at  their  home  at  the  corner 
of  Colt  and  Main  streets.  Willow  Bre"iok,  yesterday 
afternoon,  from  4  to  8  o'clock,  and  over  one  hundred 
guests  were  received.  The  house  was  very  prettily 
trimmed  with  flowers  and  evergreens,  and  the  bav 
window,  where  Mr.  and  ]Mrs.  Ensign  received,  was 
flanked  with  honeysuckle  and  geraniums,  against  a 
solid  background  of  evergreens.  'Mr.  and  ]Mrs.  En- 
sign were  assisted  in  receiving  bv  their  daughters- 
in-law,  Mrs.  Annie  T.  Ensign  and  I\Irs.  Alfred  J. 
Ensign.  Two  grandsons,  Frank  H.  Ensign  and 
Louis  ]M.  Ensign,  acted  as  ushers.  Refreshments 
v.ere  served,  and  Leslie  L.  Brewer,  a  nephew,  ren- 
dered several  baritone  solos."  Elizur  R.  Ensign 
is  a  fine  type  of  the  most  progressive  and  solid  to- 
bacco growers  of  the  town,  and  his  life  furnishes 
an  object  lesson  of  the  success  which  may  be 
achieved  bv  manv  young  farmers,  if  they  possess 
judgment,  thrift  and  industry. 

F.  Howard  Ensign  was  born  in  a  house  that 
stood  on  the  site  of  his  father's  present  dwelling. 
His  first  school  attendance  was  in  his  native  dis- 
trict, and  later  at  the  Hartford  Public  High  School, 
from  which  he  graduated  in  1873.  He  then  entered 
the  Eastman  Business  College,  Poughkeepsie,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  comi)leted  the  course  Jan.  24.  1874.  and 
was  at  once  employed  as  bookkeeper  by  C.  L.  Will- 
ard,  a  fertilizer  dealer  in  Hartford,  whose  place  vt 
business  was  wdiere  C>lds  &  Whijiple  are  now  lo- 
cated. After  remaining  with  Mr.  Willard  alr^ut  two 
years  he,  in  December,  1875,  returned  to  his  home, 
and  there  contitmcd  to  live  until  his  marriage,  on 
May  I,  1879,  to  ]\Iiss  Anna  Samson,  who  was  born 
Dec.  21,  1856,  a  daugh.ter  of  Earl  and  Mary  L. 
(Sellcw)  .Samson.  The  father  of  this  ladv  was  a 
native  of  Glasli mbury,  was  ca]:)tain  of  a  merchant- 
man, made  se\'eral  trips  numd  the  world,  and  im 
one  occasion  was  captured  liy  cannibals  on  the  we^t 
coast  of  Africa,  but  made  his  escai>e;  his  partner 
was  not  so  fortunate,  as  he  was  killed  and  eaten 
by  the  savages.    Capt.  Sani.-~on  lived  many  years 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


cm 


aftiTwaril.  and  ]'as>od  iioaoi  fuliy  away  at  his  ImnK' 
ill  ( ila>li>ii!nii y  Hcc.  i,  i8()2.  Mrs.  l"nsii;n  is  a 
(Ifscc-mlaiit  of  Julin  Talcotl,  tb.c  fouiuk-r  oi  the  Tal- 
ent! t;-,!nilv  in  tliis  country,  and  is  also  conneciotl 
witli  iIk-  Stihnan  laniily,  of  \\  cthcr.-fiold.  who  de- 
si"<ndcd  from  L'apt.  Xathaniel  Stilnian,  a  nicmhcr 
\\'a'^hin>.4ton's  ljody-L;uaril.  She  is  rclatctl  to  Ad- 
mirals Sampson  and  Dowcy. 

T!ie  children  of  Mr.  and  r\lrs.  V.  II.  Ensign, 
U\<.-  in  nmnhcr,  arc  as  follows:  hrank  Howard, 
jr..  h'irn  .\ug-.  J'l,  tSSi.  is  a  graduate  of  the  liart- 
V'.rd  i'uhlic  lliL^ii  School,  class  of  1900;  Adella 
Marion,  horn  Feh.  21,  1883,  is  a  pnpil  in  the  East 
Jlartford  Hi,e;h  School:  \'era  As^ncs  was  horn  Xov, 
17,  1884:  Earl  l^liziir  was  horn  Jan.  19,  1888;  and 
Ivnssell  Lee,  horn  Aug.  31,  1892.  died  Xov.  10, 
i8'M- 

Mr.  I'jisign,  althrngh  a  lifelong  Democrat,  voted 
for  McKinley  for  rresidcnl  of  the  United  States. 
I  le  is  vcrv  popular  in  his  community,  has  served 
as  auditor  three  years,  has  heen  tax  collector,  is 
now  chairman  of  the  school  hoard,  and  has  heen  a 
director  of  the  Raymond  and  East  Hartford  free 
lil)rarv  since  its  organization.    In  187S  he  united  ] 
with  llie  Hockanum  Congregational  Church,  and  is  \ 
clerk  of  the  board,   tie  is  third  sergeant  in  the  Sec-  j 
ond  Companv,  Putnam  Phalanx,  and  is  chaplain  of  \ 
East  Hartford  Council,  X'o.  1237,  Royal  Arcanum,  j 
He  is  a  progressive  farmer  and  tobacco  grower,  i 
deals  in  leaf  tobacco,  and  is  tobacco  inspector,  be-  ' 
ing  thoroughly  posted  in  everv  detail  of  the  toi:»acco 
trade.    His  life  has  been  upright  and  useful,  an.d 
he  well  deserves  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  is 
universally  held. 

GEORGE  FRAXCIS  S^IITH.  Prominent 
among  the  business  men  of  Plantsville  is  the  sub- 
ject of  this  review,  president  of  the  H.  D.  Smith 
Co.,  who  for  over  forty-three  vears  has  been  closely 
identified  with  the  manufacturing  interests  of  the 
town.  He  is  a  man  of  sound  judgment,  keen  per- 
ception and  unbounded  enterprise,  and  his  executive 
aliility  and  capable  management  have  brought  to  the 
cc-'Hcern  with  which  he  is  connected  a  high  degree 
of  .success. 

Mr.  Smith  was  born  in  X'cw  Haven  Oct.  24, 
183 1,  but    his    parents,  George  A.  and  Hilary 
(Slate  I  Smith,  were  both  natives  of  Elartford  coun- 
ty.   His  paternal  grandfather,  Asa  Smith,  a  car-  i 
nage  1)lacksmith  by  trade,  was  a  resident  of  A\'ind-  | 
sor.  Conn.,  and  a  son  of  Asapli  Smith,  a  farmer  of 
Ashford,  this  State.    The  maternal  grandfather  of  1 
our  subject,  John  Slate,  made  his  home  in  }klan-  [ 
Chester,  Conn.,  where  he  conducted  a  hotel  for  many 
years,  and  where  his  death  occurred.     I~or  manv 
years  our  subject's  father  was  engaged  in  the  car- 
riage iron  Inisiness  in  Xew  Ilaven,  Xorth  Haven 
and  Plymouth,  and  in  1861  located  in  I'lainville, 
where  he  embarked  in    the  mannfaclurc  of  fifth 
wheels  for  carriages,  and  continued  that  business  | 
up  to  the  time  of  iiis  death,  which  occurred  I'eb.  1, 


j  1878.  His  wife  also  died  in  Plainville,  June  24. 
j  i8(>8.  'I  h.eir  children  were  tlci^rge  :  Cornelia  S.. 
I  wife  of  ( ).  A.  liiichct'ck:  Julia,  wife  of  Clarence 
j  Ir^HT:  Charlotte  .\.  :  Antoinette:  Helen;  and  Ed- 
j  ward. 

I        The  boyhood  and  youth  of  our  subject  were 
passed  in  this  State,  and  his  literarv  education  was 
completed  at  Lewis  Acailemy,  Southington.  from 
vdiich  he  was  graduated  in  1848.    He  then  entered 
a  retail  dry-gootls  store  in  Hartford,  where  he  was 
emploveil  for  six  years,  and  dm"ing  the  following 
six  \'cars  was  connected  \\  itli  a  whole  sale  dry-goods 
I  house  in  Xew     ork  City.    Returning  to  Hartford, 
I  he  spent  three  }  ears  in  the  carpet  department  of  a 
i  store  of  that  city,  and  later  veas  in  btisiness  for 
j  hiimself  at  Ogdensburg,  X.  Y..  for   six  months. 
I  Since  1S57  he  has  heen  identified  with  the  H.  D. 
Smith  Co.,  of  Plantsville,  as  a  memi'er  of  the  firm 
since  i8(.)0,  and  business  manager  up  to  1894.  He 
held  the  office  of  vice-president  from  Aug.  i,  1894, 
to  Aug.  I,  1S99,  when  he  was  elected  president. 

On  March  i.  1S66,  Mr.  Smith  married  Miss 
Emma  H.  liryant.  a  daughter  of  Ebenezer  anrl  l-'ree- 
love  Bryant.  Tliey  ha\-e  a  family  of  four  chil'lren  : 
Emily  J.;  George  ^l..  who  was  graduated  from 
Yale  in  18S9,  and  married  Catherine  Ware,  daugh- 
ter of  President  Ware,  of  the  Atlantic  University; 
Agnes ;  and  ^^largaret. 

Mr.  Smith  is  an  active  and  infiuential  member 
of  the  Plantsville  Congregational  Church,  of  which 
he  has  been  a  deacon  for  several  years,  ami  has 
also  served  as  chairman  of  the  society  committee 
for  twenty  years ;  he  was  chairman  of  the  building 
committee  when  the  church  was  built.  Fraternally 
he  is  a  member  of  Friendship  Lodge,  Xo.  33,  F. 
&  A.  M..  and  politicallv  is  a  stanch  supporter  of 
the  Republican  party.  He  has  served  as  a  member 
of  the  board  of  relief  for  several  vears.  and  repre- 
sented Southington  in  the  State  Legislature  in  18S2. 
In  all  the  relations  of  life  he  has  been  found  trtie 
to  every  trust  reposed  in  him,  and  merits  and  re- 
ceives the  respect  and  esteem  of  all. 

.MATTHEW  F.  McLAUGHLIX.  a  prosperous 
farmer  and  dairxman  of  Bloomfield.  was  born  in 
that  town  lYix  16.  1856.  and  here  he  has  passed  all 
his  life. 

James  ^McLaughlin,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  County  Westmeath.  Ireland,  came  to  the 
United  States  when  a  young  man.  settlcil  in  Bloom- 
field,  Conn.,  and  in  due  course  of  time  married,  at 
Hartford,  ]\Iiss  Elizabeth  Foster,  wdio  was  born  in 
Ccjuntv  Longford,  Ireland,  and  was  also  young 
when  she  readied.  America.  To  this  marriage  were 
born  six  children:  .Matthew  1'.,  whose  name  tiiJeiis 
the  article;  I'rank  Bei'nard.  of  whom  mention  will 
be  ir.ade  farther  on;  Mary  E.,  widow  of  I'.artholo- 
mew  ( )'Xeil,  of  Hartford  :  Sarah,  married  to  Thomas 
Joyce,  of  Bloomfield;  Delia,  now  Mrs.  William 
Resnolds,  also  of  Bloomfield;  and  Xellie,  residing 
in  the  same  town.    The  father  of  this  family  passed 
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]iis  years  in  D  loom  held,  cn_i;a;;e>,l  in  farming.  In 
IK)iiios  lie  was  a  Democrat,  and  in  religion  was  a 
devout  Catholic,  in  which  faith  he  j-assetl  awav  in 
1805,  at  the  comparatively  early  age  of  ihirlv-six 
years. 

Matthew  1'.  .McLaugh'in  passed  his  sehool-hov 
days  in  Hlounilield,  and  was  reared  to  manhootl  on 
the  home  farm,  where  he  still  lives,  and  which,  until 
1885,  he  operated,  in  conj-nnction  with  his  brother, 
Frank  B.,  with  unvarying  succe.-s.  h'or  the  ]iast 
thirteen  years  he  has  been  engaged  in  dairving  m 
connection  witli  farming,  and  has  been  as  e()uariv 
successful  as  he  was  when  in  co-partnership  with  his 
brother,  who  parted  with  him  only  for  the  reason 
that  he  wished  to  marry  and  have  a  horne  of  his  own. 

In  politics  Mr.  ]\IcLaughlin  ;s  a  Democrat,  but 
lias  never  sought  public  office :  nevertheless  he  was, 
in  spite  of  himself,  elected  constable,  but,  con- 
sistently, did  not  qualify.  In  religion  he  is  a  devout 
Catholic. 

Frank  Berxard  ^McLaughlix,  tlie  second 
child  of  Tames  and  Elizabeth  (Foster)  ?\IcLaugh- 
lin,  was  born  in  Bloomheld  Jul}-  15,  1S57.  He  was 
educated  in  the  Old  Farm  district  of  his  native  tov,-n. 
and  was  associated  with  his  brother  2\Iatthew  F. 
in  the  cultivation  of  the  home  farm  until  the  spring 
of  1SS5,  when  he  married  and  settled  on  his  present 
place,  where  he  has  since  been  chiefly  engaged  in 
raising  tobacco  and  in  dairying.  His  wife  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Annie  Francis,  and  she  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Patrick  Francis,  a  native  of  Galway,  Ire- 
land. The  children  tliat  have  blessed  this  tmion, 
five  in  number,  were  named,  in  order  of  birth,  Mary 
Elizabeth,  Janies  Joseph,  P'rancis  Edward,  Anas- 
tasia  and  ^Margaret  Irene.  Of  these,  ^lary,  James 
and  Anastasia  died  within  one  week,  in  April,  1S99. 

Frank  B.  ^McLaughlin  hasmade  a  success  of  life, 
and  has  been  very  popular  with  his  fellow  citizens, 
whom  he  has  served  as  jtistice  of  the  peace,  grand 
juror,  and  member  of  the  school  committee.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  a  Knight  of  the  Maccabees.  In  re- 
ligion he  is'  a  true  Catholic,  and  a  dutiful  member  of 
the  Sacred  Heart  Congregation  of  Bloomfield. 

REV.  JOHN  JOSEPH  OUIXX.  priest  in 
cliarge  of  the  parish  of  St.  Patrick's  at  Collinsville, 
is  a  man  whose  learning  and  piety  make  him  a 
power  in  the  community.  While  he  has  exceptional- 
gifts  as  an  orator  and  sjiiritual  teacher,  he  is  also 
an  able  administrator,  as  the  material  jirospcrity  of 
the  parishes  over  which  he  has  presided  has  shown, 
and  since  settling  in  Collinsville  he  has  built  a  fine 
rectory,  established  a  Young  ^^len's  Club,  and  in- 
troduced many  improvements  of  a  practical  nature. 

Father  Ouinn  was  born  Oct.  30,  1855,  in  Hart- 
ford, this  county,  son  of  the  late  William  and  Mar- 
garet Ouinn,  both  of  whom  were  devout  members 
of  the  Catholic  Church.  They  were  natives  of 
Ireland,  whence  they  came  to  America  early  in  life, 
and  the  father,  who  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  was 
a  respected  citizen  of  Hartford,  and  an  active  sup- 


porter of  the  princijiles  of  the  Democratic  party. 
One  of  the  sons  of  this  worthy  couple  is  now  a 
lawyer  in  Hartford,  and  a  (.laughter,  Si.ster  Rosalie, 
is  in  a  convent.    l-"atlier  (Juinn's  education  was  be- 

!  gun  in  St.  J'atrick's  School,  in  Hartford,  conducted 
b\-  the  Sisters  of  Mercy,  and  later  he  attended  the 
school  of  the  Christian  Brothers,  in  Hartford,  and 
St.  John's  College  at  Fordham,  X.  Y.,  where  he 

\  was  graduated  in  1S76  with  the  degree  of  B.  A.; 
he  remained  another  year,  receiving  the  M.  A.  de- 
gree. Having  a  strong  desire  to  devote  himself  to 
the  service  of  God,  he  entered  the  Grand  Seminarv, 
at  Montreal,  Canada,  to  prepare  for  the  priesthood, 
and  Dec.  18,  1880,  he  was  ordained  by  Bishop 
h'avrc,  of  Montreal.  He  celebrated  his  iirst  mass 
at  Thompsonville,  and  after  three  months  as  assist- 

'  ant  priest  at  Southington,  Conn.,  he  was  stationed 

:  at  Xorwich,  where  he  remained  two  vears.  The 
next  three  years  he  spent  at  ^\'illimantic,  Conn.,  and 
in  June,  1885,  l^e  took  charge  of  the  parish  of  Cov- 
entry, a  rectory  and  many  other  improvements  be- 
ing among  the  results  of  his  zealous  work.  In 
April,  1889,  he  was  appointed  to  his  present  parish, 
and  for  twelve  years  his  parishioners  have  found  him 
a- faithful  friend  and  counsellor.  He  is  a  man  of 
broad  views,  which  he  can  present  effectively  and 
eloquently,  his  rich  voice  adding  to  the  pleasure  of 
his  hearers.  He  has  traveled  extensively  in  this 
cotmtry,  and  in  1897  he  went  abroad,  visiting  points 
of  interest  in  England.  I'rance,  Italy,  Switzerland, 
Turkey  and  the  Holy  Land.  Id  is  manner  is  genial, 
yet  unassuming,  the  index  of  a  generous  nature. 
I'olitically  he  supports  the  Democratic  party,  and  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Order  of  Knights  of  Coluntbus, 
and  chaplain  of  the  Hibernian  Societv  at  Collins- 
ville. 

ERXEST  M.  EHLERS,  the  enterprising  milk- 
man of  Burnside,  is  a  shining  example  of  a  self- 
made  young  man  who  has  achieved  success  in  life 
through  his  own  individual  efforts.  He  was  born 
in  Ilundborg,  Denmark,  April  15,  187 1,  and  is  a  son 
of  Carl  Ernest  .Martin  and  Carren  (Hansdatter) 
Ehlers,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  native  of  Ger- 
many, and  moved  to  Denmark,  where  he  was  mana- 
ger of  a  large  sheep  farm  near  Hundborg,  and  was 
quite  well-to-do. 

yiv.  Ehlers  is  one  of  a  family  of  seven  children, 
of  whom  four  brothers  came  to  the  United  States, 
our  subject  and  a  brother,  Hans,  two  years  his 
senior,  starting  from  Hamburg  in  a  steamer,  July 
22,  and  landing  in  Xew  York  seven  days  later,  Mr. 
Ehler  with  ^13  in  his  pocket.  Ernest  M.  Ehleis 
came  direct  to  Hartford,  where  a  companion  of  his 
boyhood,  Andrew  Ferguson,  was  living,  bv  whom 
he  was  employed  for  a  short  time.  He  was  next 
employed  at  the  South  Manchester  reservoir  for 
some  time,  at  the  rate  of  $50  per  vear  and  board, 
and  then  went  to  Worcester,  Mass.,  where  he 
worked  for  a  farmer  for  $1.25  j)er  day  and  board- 
for  two  months,  at  the  end  of  wdiich  time  he  had 
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savvd  SCd.  wliich  proved  lo  be  tlie  fouiulatinn  wi  liis 
future  Inijiness  prosjierity.  He  next  came  r.urn- 
.«.ide.  .''.lui  lor  some  lime  ix'dcllcil  meal  for  K^a^tus 
Cmvles.  Inilcher.  Later  he  workul  for  a  while  in 
J  lart r  ird,  relurned  lUirn-idc  and  was  em])loyrd 
bv  l-'rank  Hanmer  a  lew  weeks,  and  then,  with 
savings,  purchased  a  milk  route  from  James 
l-"orlies,  and  in  ihis  business  he  has  since  continued, 
j-.avin.c  established  an  immense  and  lucrative  traffic 
througii  his  strict  honeslv  and  cleanliness,  and  the 
])urilv  of  ins  dairy  jiroducts.  He  has  realized  a 
comfortable  compelenee  alread}',  and  ciwns  two 
Jiouses,  which  he  rents,  as  he  is  not  a  married  man. 

Mr.  Ehlcrs  is  possessed  of  an  excellent  baritone 
voice  of  great  compass,  and  is  at  present  training 
it  under  direction  of  Prof.  Barrington,  of  Hartford; 
lie  is  already  sought  after  as  a  singer  at  parties, 
church  socials  and  other  gatherings  at  which  su- 
perior vocalism  is  desired.  Pie  is  individually  very 
popular,  and  is  a  welcome  guest  everywhere,  liis 
ricli  voice,  of  which  he  is  no  niggard,  making  him 
doiiblv  attractive.  In  politics  Mr.  Ehlers  is  a  Repub- 
lican, but  lias  never  sought  ofifice,  and  in  ordinary 
business  parlance  is  what  is  called  a  "hustler." 

ADAM  XEUSCHELER.  one  of  the  most  high- 
ly-respected farmers  of  Glastonbury,  exemplifies 
those  admirable  traits  of  character  which  rise  above 
circumstances  and  win  success  in  the  face  of  ad- 
verse conditions.  ^Ir.  Neuschelcr  came  to  America 
a  young  German  emigrant,  friendless  and  without 
adequate  means.  By  the  exercise  of  untlagging  in- 
dustry, thrift  and  ripe  business  judgment  he  has  es- 
tablished for  himself  an  excellent  agricultural  busi- 
ness, and  won  from  the  community  in  which  he 
lives  high  respect  and  esteem. 

Mr.  Neuschcler  was  born  at  Hassloch,  Wurtem- 
berg,  Germany,  Eeb.  9,  1838,  son  of  Joseph  and 
Katrina  (Kohn)  Neuschelcr,  being  the  fourth  in 
their  family  of  eight  children,  who  were  as  follows : 
^Michael,  a  farmer,  who  died  unmarried  in  Germany ; 
Jacob,  a  farmer,  married  and  living  in  Germany ; 
Josejih,  who  married  Magdalena  Redmond,  and  is 
a  farmer  and  shoemaker  at  Hassloch,  Germany ; 
Adam,  our  subject;  Ludwig,  who  lives  at  Elassloch, 
Germany ;  Ered,  who  died  young ;  John,  w'ho  died 
young;  and  Charles,  who  migrated  to  the  United 
States,  married  a  ^Irs.  Pederman,  and  operated  a 
hotel  at  Hoboken,  X.  J.,  until  his  death,  Jan.  13, 
1899.  The  father  of  these  children  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  and  died  at  Elassloch,  Germany,  aged 
sixty-live  years. 

Our  subject  attended  school  to  the  age  of  four- 
teen years,  and  then  hired  out  as  a  farm  hand  for 
eight  dollars  per  }  ear,  his  father  receiving  the  wage. 
The  life  of  our  subject  at  this  stage  of  his  career 
was  not  inviting.  IJe  remained  engaged  iti  farm 
work  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age ;  then 
entering  the  German  army  he  remained  in  service 
six  years.  After  his  discharge  he  worked  for  a  time 
on  good  wages  as  driver  at  a  gristmill,  and  later  he 


drove  carriage  two  vears  for  a  hotel.  V.'hile  tints 
engaged,  June  3,  18^)3,  he  married  Katrina  Decker, 
who  was  born  at  Xekarlenclingen.  Wurtemberg, 
Germany,  Xliv.  1.2,  1831).  In  i8(j5  Mr.  Xeuscheler, 
with  his  wife  and  infant  child  Jacob,  emigrated  to 
America  via  Liverix.iol.  The  trip  across  the  At- 
lantic in  a  stean.ier  was  rough  and  consumed  seven- 
teen days.  Landing  at  Xew  York  r\Iay  28,  of  that 
year,  our  subject  proceeded  at  once  to  Philadelphia, 
where  he  secured  work  in  a  livery  stable,  and  a 
little  later  in  a  tannery.  At  Philadelphia  he  re- 
mained three  months,  and  then  came  to  Cilaslon- 
bury,  Conn.,  secured  employment  in  the  tannerv  of 
Isaac  Broadhead  and  David  Hubbard,  now  owned  by 
Elerman  Roser.  Eor  eighteen  years  our  subject  re- 
mained a  workman  in  this  tannery,  and  with  his 
savings  he  ]nirchased  first,  from  George  E.  Hale,  a 
live-acre  tract,  located  just  across  the  road  from  his 
present  residence.  He  and  his  wife  cleared  off  the 
stones,  brush  and  trees,  and  together  they  tilled  the 
land,  making  it  the  foundation  for  their  present  neat 
home  and  well-cultivated  farm.  INIany  evenings  Mr. 
Xeuscheler  worked  on  the  little  farm  until  after 
nine  o'clock,  or  until  darkness  stopped  him.  To 
this  first  purchase  he  added  other  land,  until  he  now 
owns  thirty  acres,  ten  of  which  are  excellent  tobacco 
land.  His  present  residence  he  erected  in  1879. 
He  has  made  a  notable  success  of  his  little  farm, 
due  whollv  to  the  untiring  efforts  of  himself  and  his 
wife. 

To  ^Ir.  and  Mrs.  X'euschelcr  have  been  born  five 
children:  Jacob,  born  April  21,  1864,  and  married 
to  Lena  Klein,  is  in  the  ice  business  in  New  York 
City,  and  has  three  children,  Lena,  born  July  15, 
1S92,  Katie,  born  INIarch  30,  1894,  and  Lottie,  born 
Jan.  15,  1897:  I'Ted,  born  March  22,  1866,  married 
Katrina  Stocklum,  of  Xew  Haven,  and  is  a  teamster 
at  .Hartford;  John,  born  June  16,  1868,  who  died 
June  26,  186S;  the  fourth  was  an  infant  who  died 
unnamed;  Paul,  born  July  6,  1873,  married  Emma 
Broukey,  lives  at  Glastonlniry,  and  has  one  son, 
Leon,  born  Jan.  8,  1899.  In  politics  our  subject  is 
a  Democrat.  Himself  and  family  attend  the  Congre- 
gational Church.  He  is  a  man  of  strict  integrity, 
and  his  many  excellent  qualities  have  won  for  him 
the  high  regard  of  all  who  know  him. 

JOIiN  GEISELMAX,  Jr.,  a  thriving  young 
tobacco  grower  of  Silver  Lane,  town  of  East  Hart- 
ford, was  born  June  17,  1867,  on  the  homestead  on 
High  street,  Hockanum,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and 
Agatha  (Caineron)  Geiselman,  whose  full  biog- 
raphy will  be  found  elscwdiere. 

John  Geiselman,  Jr.,  was  educated  in  the  puljlic 
schools,  and  his  first  teacher  was  Mrs.  Hawkins. 
The  school-building  was  situated  a  half-mile  from 
his  home,  but  this  was  not  a  very  lengthy  walk  for 
a  young  and  healthy  lad.  He  assisted  on  the  home 
farm,  and  worked  out  for  others  until  twenty-one 
vears  of  age  when  he  married,  X^ov.  22,  1888,  Miss 
Eannie  E.  Erving,  who  was  born  March  11,  1870, 
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a  (lauj^htor  of  John  T.  and  Sarah  A.  (Tircwcr)  Erv- 
iui;-.  nauvosot"  1  lockanum.  .M r.  lirv'ng  n-.ado  liis  lio.no 
with  -Ml",  aiul  Mrs.  (.icisohnan  unul  aboiu  a  \car 
ai;o ;  Iio  cHcd  Oct.  25,  iS'ji).  and  was  interred  hy  the 
side  of  his  wile  in  llockanum  cenieterv.  When 
first  married  he  hved  in  an  old  lionse  throng'h  the 
roof  of  whieh  he  eonhl  see  the  stars  at  nii^ht,  and' 
many  mornings  he  awakened  to  find  snow  on  his 
bed.  But  he  had  inlieriled  the  frugal  and  industri- 
ons  habits  that  had  characterized  his  father  and  the 
race  from  which  he  descended.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gciselnian  have  been  born  two  children:  Elsie  Mav, 
May  17.  189-'.  and  Sarah  Ruth.  Dee.  4.  1893.  The 
family  attend  the  South  Congregational  Church, 
of  which  -Mrs.  Geiselman  is  a  memlKT,  and  to  the 
support  of  which  'Sir.  Geiselman  is  a  liberal  con- 
tributor. In  politics  he  is  liberal,  in  local  aftairs 
voting  for  the  man  that  he  considers  the  most 
capable  of  hlling  office. 

]\Ir.  Geiselman  started  out  in  life  a  poor  young 
man.  and  through  his  own  energv  he  has  secured  for 
liimself  a  good  farm  and  comfortable  home.  In 
1S94  he  purchased  from  his  father-in-law  a  lot  on 
Avhich  he  erected,  the  same  year,  his  present  neat 
dwelling,  and  he  now  owns  sixteen  acres  of  fine 
tobacco  land,  all  paid  for  through  his  own  good 
management. 

The  Erving  family,  from  which  ?\Irs.  Geiselman 
is  descended,  came  from  Salem,  ?\Iass..  and  settled 
in  Hartford  county.  Conn.,  and  from  West  Hartford 
her  grandfather,  who  was  a  bootmaker,  came  to 
East  Hartford,  bringing  with  him  bis  son  John  J., 
■who  was  born  in  W  est  Hartford  Julv  4.  1S32.  The 
latter  was  also  a  bootmaker,  and  he  worked  at  the 
trade  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war,  which 
event  destroy  ed  tliis  industry  in  East  Hartford,  and 
he  then  went  to  W'ethersfield,  where  be  was  em- 
ployed as  inspector  in  the  penitentiary  shoe  factory. 

John  J.  Erving  married,  in  1S37,  Miss  Sarah 

A.  Brewer,  wlio  was  born  in  Hockanum  Dec.  25, 
1833,  and  to  this  union  were  born  three  children  : 
Dora  L.,  born  Xov.  4,  1858.  was  married  to  Charles 

B.  Case,  and  is  now  living  in  West  Granbx" ;  Rollin 
K.,  born  Jan.  29,  1S61,  ^lr^t  married  Jennie  Merri- 
man,  and  after  her  death  wedded  Clara  TuUer,  and 
is  now"  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  liurr  Index 
Co.,  of  Hartford;  and  Fannie  E.  is  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Geiselman.  The  mother  of  these  children  passed 
away  Feb.  22,  1894,  and  her  remains  were  interred 
in  Hockanum. 

Mr.  Geiselman  is  now  classed  among  the  sub- 
stantial citizens  of  the  town  of  East  Hartford,  and 
he  and  wife  enjoy  the  esteem  of  the  entire  com- 
munity, Air.  Geiselman's  industry  and  npriglit  life, 
and  his  wife's  piety  and  amiable  dis])osition,  hav- 
ing made  them  especial  favorites  in  Wilkjw  Brook. 

EDWIX  FRAXKLIX  GRISWOLD  (de- 
ceased) was  a  prominent  and  resi)ecte(l  citizen  of 
Wethersfield,  born  in  ( jriswoldville  Sept.  22,  1S35. 
His  father  was  Stanley  Griswold,  born  June  22, 


1S04,  and  his  paternal  grandparents  were  Thomas 
and  -Mary  (^W'olcott)  Griswold.  A  detailed  state- 
ment oi  the  genealogv  of  his  famih'  ma\-  be  found  in 
the  memoir  of  Thomas  Xewlon  Griswold,  on  an- 
(.'tlier  page. 

Stanley  Griswold  was  a  farmer,  of  progressive 
ideas,  and  broad  views;  possessed  of  a  keen  judg- 
meni  and  sound  common  sense;  affable  in  his  man- 
ners, yet  unassuming,  generous  and  genial.  He 
madie  a  specialty  of  stock-raising,  but  was  also  suc- 
cessful in  general  farming.  He  was  t'lrst  a  W  hig 
and  later  a  Republican,  but  always  consistent  in  his 
advocacy  of  human  freedom.  His  religious  belief 
was  that  of  a  practical,  rather  than  a  theological. 
Christian.  He  was  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  a  liljeral  contributor 
to  the  cause  of  religion.  He  married  Lucy  W  elles, 
of  Wethersfield.  the  issue  of  the  union  being  two 
sons  and  two  daughters,  of  whom  Edwin  l'~rankiin 
was  the  second  son  in  order  of  birth.  The  eldest 
was  Martin,  who  married  Elizabeth  Hale,  and  is 
now  deceased.  Lucy  Welles,  tlie  eldest  daughter 
(also  deceased),  became  the  wife  of  Henry  Augus- 
tus White,  of  Griswoldville.  The  youngest,  Jenny, 
is  an  iinalid.  ]\Irs.  Stanley  Griswold  was  a  lady  of 
fervent  piety,  tempered  with  a  tender  charitv  that 
embraced  all  that  was  human.  She  was  a  devout 
Congregationalist,  and  a  sincere  Christian. 

Edwin  F.  Griswold  was  largely  self-educated. 
His  scholastic  advantages  were  of  that  meager  sort 
incident  to  an  irregular  attendance  upon  the  dis- 
trict schools,  but  through  reading,  observation  and 
experience  he  so  develojjed  his  native  mental  powers 
that  he  was  justly  reckoned  one  of  the  best  in- 
formed men  of  his  day.  Flis  early  years  were  spent 
upon  his  father's  farm,  but  not  long  after  attaining- 
his  majority  he  bought  property  of  his  own,  set- 
tling upon  a  farm  of  150  acres.  Here  he  spent  his 
life,  engaged  in  general  farming,  and  at  the  same 
time  devoting  especial  attention  to  seed-growing  and 
tobacco  culture.  While  he  was  a  successful  man  of 
business,  he  was  far  from  neglecting  the  amenities 
and  enjoyments  of  social  life.  He  was  fond  of 
music.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Grange,  and  of  the 
Governor's  Horse  Guards,  holding  the  dual  posi- 
tion of  bugler  and  color  bearer.  He  was  popular  in 
the  community  among  which  his  long  and  useful 
life  was  passed,  and  greatly  respected  for  his 
many  noble  traits  of  character,  among  which  was  a 
deep-seated  regard  for  justice  and  truth.  He  died 
at  W'ethersfield  Jan.  II,  1892.  He  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Lucv  Chamberlain,  who  was  born 
in  Iowa,  and  died  in  \\'ethersfield.  (Jet.  6,  1888. 
Xo  children  were  born  to  them,  and  the_\-  adopted,  as 
their  son,  W'ilbur  E.  W  illiams.  who  now  bears  the 
name  of  Wilfred  E.  llriswold. 

Wii.i-'Ki:i)  E.  (iuiswoi.D  was  educated  at  the  dis- 
trict schools,  the  instruction  there  received  bjing 
supi)Knicnted  by  a  course  at  \'\  ilbraliam  Academy 
and  at  Ilanmun's  lUisiness  College.  Hartford,  lie 
made  his  home  with  his  foster  father,  and  at  tlie 
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lalliT"^  (loath  inlicritcil  llio  home  lann  of  a!)OUt  135 
aons.  llo.  u>,\  is  a  socd-!; rnwcr  and  toliacco  raiser, 
as  as  a  tn'iural  fanner.     In  addition  ho  is  a 

l.i'i^L-  *!oaIor  in  ict,  cnliniL:;  >)\or  t\v»)  ilvm-and  tons 
anniiallv.  which  lio  son>  in  W'othorshold  and  Ilart- 
fi.ici.  ilo  is  liUorprisinj^  and  invhislriou.-,  and  in 
».v«rv  uav  a  ino>i  oslinialilo  citizons.  His  hfc  is 
cxon'iplarv,  anil  ho  commands  rospccl  Uirmiu;!!  Iiis 
jM.siiiNo,  manly.  Christian  character,  r.nth  Mr.  ant! 
Mrs.  Ciriswold  are  momher^  i.>f  the  X'on^rei^ational 
Clnirch,  and  he  is  secretary  of  the  Snnday-school. 
Thev  are  also  menihers  of  the  W  ethersheld  Ciranyo. 
in  which  Mr.  (Iriswold  has  held  sever.d  offices,  and 
is  now  master.  He  is  a  Re]Hihlican,  hnt  not  an  ac- 
tive ])o!itician,  and  has  never  sont;ht  office.  His 
union  with  Miss  Harriot  Shopard.  of  Wethersheld, 
has  been  liles>eil  with  one  son.  Edwin  F.,  born  Xov. 
25,  18^4. 

Mrs.  GriswoUl  is  a  dauq;hter  of  Frederick  W. 
Shepard,  who  was  born  in  Hartford,  and  was  a  son 
of  Hiram  L.  and  Flarriet  A.  (Tnltle)  Shepard, 
l)Oth  of  whom  were  natives  of  llloomfiold.  Frederick 
W.  Siiopard  received  his  education  in  the  district 
schcols  and  at  I'ower's  Institute,  Greenfield.  ]\[ass. 
He  was  a  farmer  through  life,  and  followed  this 
j)ursiht  at  various  localities  in  Hartford  county,  fin- 
allv  settling  at  Hartford.  There  he  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Governor's  Florse  Guards.  In  that  city 
he  married  Almira  E.  Cook,  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
Cook,  and  granddaughter  of  Aaron  Cook.  Three 
children  were  born  to  them:  Fliram,  who  conducts 
a  milk  route  at  Wethersfield  and  Hartford;  Harriet, 
I\Irs.  \\'ilfred  E.  Griswold ;  and  Grace,  who  lives 
at  home.  jMr.  Shepard  was  a  Republican,  and  a 
warm  friend  to  popular  education.  He  died  at 
Hartford,  and  was  buried  tliere.  His  widow  is 
yet  living,  and  makes  her  home  at  W'ethersfield. 
IJoth  she  and  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Griswold,  are 
ladies  of  a  genial  temperament  and  rare  refine- 
ment. 

MICHAEL  LIEBLER.  Among  the  descend- 
ants of  the  German  settlers,  who,  about  a  half- 
century  ago  came  to  Hartford  county,  it  would  be 
difficult  to  find  one  who  is  more  tvpically  represen- 
tative than  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The  great 
majority  of  these  settlers  have  from  the  insignifi- 
cant belongings  they  possessed  when  they  arrived 
risen  to  positions  of  comfort  and  independence  by 
the  exercise  of  the  sterling  f|ualilies  of  industry, 
patience,  perseverance  and  thrift.  ^Ir.  Liebler  is  an 
industrious  and  successful  fanner,  and  the  winning 
traits  he  has  so  admirablv  exhibited  were  the  foun- 
dation stones  of  liis  father's  success. 

Our  subject  was  Ijorn  in  Cromwell,  Conn.,  March 
29,  1858,  a  son  of  Frank  and  ^largarct  (Falmood) 
Liebler.  The  father  was  l)orn  in  Ijavaria,  Ger- 
many, in  1822.  He  receiveil  a  good  education  in 
the  public  and  select  schools  of  his  nati\e  land,  and 
in  his  native  tov/n,  ^.larkheidinfelt,  served  in  his 
youth  a  three-years"  apprenticeship  in  a  gristmill, 


receiving  for  his  services  during  that  tiiue  thirty 
dollars  per  _\o.u"  and  board.  He  marrieii  Alargarot 
l'"almoi,d.  a  native  of  I'.avaria.  and  for  eight  or  nine 
vears  followed  his  trade  of  miller  in  ("iern\anv. 
riun.  aI)out  1850,  ho  niigratod  wiih  his  wife  to 
.\merica.  i  he\'  left  Jl.'ixre  on  a  saiimg-vcs>el.  and 
were  three  m;inthis  cii  ro:ifi\  Mr.  Liel)ler  landed 
at  Now  Yovk  with  little  money,  and  first  secured 
emplovniem  m  the  Livermore  tlour  mills  at  a  small 
compensation,  remaining  there  aboiu  two  _\ears. 
He  then  removed  to  Cromwell,  Conn.,  where  he 
purchased  a  small  fai'm.  to  winch  in  the  succeeding 
years  he  gradually  atlded  until  he  [lossessed  a  tract 
of  160  acres.  Besides  farming,  he  dealt  quite 
largely  in  his  vounger  years  in  wood,  shipping  white 
oak  butts  to  Xew  York,  where  they  were  consumed 
;  in  the  manufacture  of  baskets. 

i      .  Mr.  Liebler  enlisted  from  Cromwell  in  1S63.  in 
Comjianv  D,  24th  Conn.  \'.  I.,  Col.  Allison,  for 
1  three  years,  and  filled  the  entire  term  of  service. 
;  He  was  widi  the  command  throughout  the  Louisi- 
:  ana  campaign,  was  at  Baton  Rouge,  and  participated 
'  in  all  the  engagements  of  the  regiment.    After  he 
was  mustered  out  he  returned  to  Cromwell  and  re- 
sumed general  farming,  engaging  also  in  the  sale 
of  milk.    He  prospered  in  business,  and  his  suc- 
:  cess  was  due  to  his  own  unaided  eft'orts.    He  died 
i  April  23,   iSyG,  and  was  buried  in  ]Middletown, 
I  Conn,    ilis  faithful  wife  died  Nov.  21,  1885.  To 
I  Frank  and  ^largaret  Liebler  were  born  eight  chil- 
dren :  F>ank,  a  molder  of  Wethersheld,  married 
Katherine  Donnelly,  of  Xew  Britain,  and  had  five 
children,  three  of  whom,  }^Iamie,  Michael  and  Eddie, 
survive ;  Barbara  married  Peter  Rosner,  both  now 
deceased,  and  lived  at  Xew  York  and  later  at  Crom- 
:  well  ( their  two  surviving  children  are  Frank  and 
i  ]\lamie)  ;  Elizabeth, ^lary  Ann  and  Andrew,  all  three 
died   in  infancy;   Michael  is  the  subject  of  this 
;  sketch ;  .^largaret  married  Bartholomew  Trant,  a 
I  molder  of  Fiartford,  and  had  four  children,  Kittie, 
!  John,  Louis  (deceased)  and  \\"illiam ;  and  Andrew 
(2),  a   molder,   married    ^Vlary    Clark,   of  Xew 
Britain,  and  has  three  children,  ^Marguerite,  John 
and  Andrew. 

!        }.Iichael  Liebler,  our  subject,  attended  school 
until  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  when  for  three 
}ears  he  worked  on  his  father's  farm.    At  the  age 
i  of  seventeen  he  secured  employment  at  small  wages 
'  in  the  grocerv  store  of  Goodrich  Bros.,  at  Glaston- 
bury.   He  often  worked  seventeen  hours  a  day, 
but  remained  continuously  with  this  firm  for  twelve 
■  years,  saving  money  each  year.    In  iSy\)  he  wont 
:  to  Champaign,  111.,  to  become  foreman  on  the  farm 
i  of  E.  E.  Goodrich,  and  held  that  position  until  the 
:  farm  was  sold,  two  years  later.    Returning  to  Con- 
necticut, I\Ir.  Liebler  was  for  a  time  employed  by 
P.  H.  Goodrich  in  the  latter's  store  and  tobacco 
warehouse,  and  on  his  farm.    He  then  operated  the 
farm  of  Frederick  Wells  on  shares  for  a  year,  and 
continued   farming  at   varitjus   places   until  1897, 
•  when  he  purchased   from  the  estate  of  Herbert 
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Samson  a  tract  of  twenty  acres,  to  which  lie  lins 
since  devoted  lii^  attention,  nuiking-  notable  ini- 
provenients.  lie  also  owns  a  farm  of  seventeen 
aero  in  Cro'.uwell.  Mr.  Liehler  raises  annually 
ahont  seventeen  acres  oi"  t^ihacco,  receivinij  yooJ 
prices  for  his  product,  lie  is  regarded  as  one  of 
the  successful,  wide-awake  an^i  i>roaiinent  re^ivielus 
of  Glastonbury. 

Mr.  Liebler  was  married,  .\i)ril  i.?,  1883,  to 
jNliss  Mary  Ellen  l'>ran^^leld,  who  was  born  Oct.  10, 
l8t)0,  in  Glastonbury,  daugiuer  uf  I'atriek  and  Mary 
(Carterj  i')ran^^leld.  Jler  father  has  for  the  past 
■  forty  years  been  a  tanner  in  the  cniplov  of  Isaac 
Broadhead.  r^Jrs.  Liebler  died  Aug.  4,  1S95,  and 
was  buried  in  St.  Benedict's  cemetery,  Hartford, 
leaving-  one  daughter,  -\nna  ?\lay,  born  June  24, 
1SS4.  ]Mr.  Liebler  for  his  second  wife  married, 
.Sept.  26,  1900,  Miss  !Mary  Frances  Burnham,  wdio 
was  born  April  10,  1863.  A'crnon,  X.  H., 

■daughter  of  \\'illiam  and  ]\Iary  L.  (Gibbons)  Burn- 
ham,  the  former  of  wdiom  was  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion. Our  subject  and  family  are  members  of  St. 
Mary's  Catholic  Church  of  East  Hartford.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican.  While  interested  in 
public  atl'airs,  he  is  not  an  ofhce-seeker,  preferring 
to  devote  his  energies  to  his  own  business.  He  is 
intelligent  and  enterprising,  and  one  of  Glaston- 
bury's most  honorable  citizens. 

HON.  FRANK  LANGDOX  WILCOX,  A.  B. 
New  Engand,  in  American  history,  will  ever  be 
known  for  two  most  vital  contributions  to  the  na- 
tion, first,  the  implantation  of  civil  li'oerty,  as  ex- 
emplified in  the  migration  and  subsequent  lives  of  the 
Puritan  forefath.ers,  and  second,  the  birth  and  de- 
velopment of  American  industry,  which  now  prom- 
ises to  make  the  nation  foremost  in  the  world.  X'ot 
"by  accident  nor  extraneous  circumstances  did  the 
K'ew  England  States  rise  to  importance  in  thiis  re- 
spect, to  lead  the  nation  to  its  highest  material  as 
well  as  moral  destiny,  but  by  the  inherent  strength 
of  character,  the  fertility  of  resource,  beneficence  of 
invention  and  the  energy  and  perseverance  wdiich 
lay  enshrined  in  the  best  type  of  Xew  England  man- 
hood. Nurtured  in  the  progressive  atmosphere  of 
luiman  liberty,  strengthened  by  tlie  hardships  and 
privations  incident  to  Colonial  life,  many  of  the 
early  families  had  tlie  foundation  of  worthy  and 
noble  struggle  and  achievement  in  the  mother  land 
"before  migration. 

The  Wilcox  family,  of  East  Berlin,  has  been 
most  prominently  associated  and  identified  with  the 
history  of  Connecticut  since  the  days  of  earliest  set- 
tlement. At  one  time  in  the  history  of  the  town  of 
Berlin,  liartford  county,  there  were  tu-enty-five 
voters  in  the  Wilcox  family.  To-day  Frank 
Langdon  Wilcox,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  a  prom- 
inent business  man,  treasurer  of  the  Berlin  Iron 
Bridge  Co.,  is  the  only  voter  of  the  name  in  the 
town.  His  father,  .Samuel  Curtis  Wilcox,  was  one 
of  the  most  successful  and  prominent  manufactur- 


ers of  Connecticut.    To  him,  perhaps,  more  than 
to  any  other  one  indi\idual.  is  due  the  industrial 
'  prominence  of  Herlin.    (  )iu-  subject  is  the  eighth 
I  in  line  of  doceni  from  John  Wilcox,  who  was  born 
in  Engiand,  and  who  migrated  to  Connecticut  about 

16  .    The  "Blue  B-'ok"  of  England  states  that 

I  he  was  a  descendant  of  Capt.  John  Wilcox,  who 
I  commanded  1,000  lances  at  the  battle  of  Hastings 
[  in  1006,  against  William  the  Conipieror. 
I  The  line  of  descent  to  our  subject  is  as  follows: 
j  (2)  Israel,  son  of  John  Wilcox,  was  born  in  East 
Berlin  June  19,  1656.  He  married  I\Iiss  Sara 
Savage,  of  Middletown,  Connecticut. 

(3)   Samuel  Wilcox,  son  of  Israel  and  Sara 
Wilcox,  was  born  in  East  Berlin  Sept.  6,  1685.  He 
I  married  Hannah  Sage,  of  Middletown,  Connecticut, 
j        (4)  Daniel  Wilcox,  son  of  Sanuiel  and  Hannah 
\\'ilcox,  was  born  in  East  Berlin  Dec.  3,  1715.  He 
I  married  Sarah  W  bite,  of  Liartford,  the  descendant 
of  early  settlers  of  Hartford,  who  came  to  that  set- 
tlement with  John  Hooker.    Daniel  Wilcox  (4) 
I  gav-e  the  ground  in  East  Berlin  to  the  town  to  be 
used  as  a  burying  ground,  and  upon  his  luonumcnt 
the  following  inscription  can  still  be  seen: 

I  gave  this  "ground,  I'm  laid  here  first, 
Soon  my  remains  will  turn  to  dust. 

My  wife  and  my  progeny  around, 

tlome  sleep  with  me  in  this  cold  ground. 

(5)  Samuel  \\'ilcox,  son  of  Daniel  and  Sarah 
Wilcox,  was  born  in  East  Berlin  Sept.  12,  1753. 

:  Lie  marired  Phebie  Dowd,  wdio  was  a  descendant 
of  the  David  Dudley  Field  family. 

(6)  Benjamin  ^Vilcox,  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Phebie  Wilcox.  He 
was  born  in  East  Berlin  June  27,  1782.  He  mar- 
ried Betty  Savage,  who  was  born  in  East  Berlin, 
June  25,  1787,  and  who  was  a  lineal  descendant  of 
Gov.  Hubbard,  of  Connecticut.    He  was  a  large 

I  land  owner  in  the  town  of  Berlin. 
!        (7}  Samuel  Curtis  \\'ilcox,  the  father  of  our 
j  subject,  was  born  in  East  Berlin  Dec.  11,  181 1.  He 
!  married,  July  20,  1836,  I\liss  Eliza  Anne  Parson, 
j  who  was  born  Alarch  9,  181 5,  in  Durham,  Conn., 
and  wdio  died  Jan.  20,  1845.    P')'  '•^^'''s  marriage  he 
had  four  children,  all  of  whom  are  now  deceased. 
Lie  was  married,  the  second  time,  June  7,  1846,  to 
Miss  Anna  Scovill  Peck,  wdio  was  born  in  Ken- 
sington March  15,  1827,  daughter  of  Xorris  and 
Elizabeth  (Langdon)  Peck,  representatives  of  the 
oldest  and  most  influential  families  in  the  county. 
1  Xorris  Peck  was  born  Dec.  9,  1795,  and  was  a 
protnincnt  farmer  and  citizen  of  Berlin,  a  descend- 
i  ant  of  Deacon  Paul  Peck,  wdio  is  supposed  to  have 
!  been  born  in  the  County  of  Essex,  England,  in  1G08, 
!  and  to  have  come  to  Boston,  !Mass.,  in  the  ship  ''De- 
i  fcnse."  in  1635,  and  to  have  removed  to  Hartford 
I  the  following  year  Avith  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker.  His 
name  is  on  the  list  of  proprietors  of  Hartford  in 
1639.    From  the  records  of  the  town  it  appears 
j  that  he  became  one  of  its  leading  men.    His  resi- 
dence is  said  to  have  been  upon  w  hat  is  now  W  ash- 
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iiigton  street,  near  Trinity  College,  the  site  yet  !  iiccticut  aiul  one  in  C"le\eland,  Ohio,  employing 
beinj:;  remembered  by  aged  inhabitants  as  the  ;  several  thousand  hands,  with  a  eapital  stoek  of 
"I'eek"  lot.  Paul  Peck  was  deaeon  of  the  Congrc-  ^1,500,000.  At  the  eonsolidation  Samuel  C.  W'ileox 
gational  Church  from  1O81  mnil  his  decease,  JJec.  '  was  elected  vice-jiresidcnt  L>f  the  company,  a  trusted 
23.  i'-V5-    ^•'■^  I'Pon  ilie  probate  records,     and  important  jiosilion,  which  he  hcM  wiihcuc  in- 

B.  5,  pages  217-18-19,  dated  jr.ne  25,  1695,  and     terruiUum  until  his  death,  in  18S0. 

proved  Jan.  15,  i'_h)0.  It  is  a  lengthy  and  interest-  !  Another  industry  of  IJerlin  which  owes  its  pros- 
ing dcKument,  detailing  and  describing  his  property,  perity  to  Air.  Wilcox  is  that  of  The  Ijcrlin  Iron 
which  inventoried  530  pounds,  5  shillings.  I  Bridge  Co.    Its  predecessor,  known  as  The  Cor- 

Thc  Langdons.  who  were  the  maternal  ances-  1  rugated  Aletal  Co.,  of  Berlin,  was  in  serious  linan- 
tors  of  the  mother  of  our  subject,  were  at  one  time  j  cial  trouble,  and  was  threatened  with  dissolution 
large  land  holders  in  llerlin,  having  in  their  posses-  j  wiien  Air.  Wilcox  came  to  its  rescue.  Through  his 
sion  a  large  tract  of  land,  ujkmi  which  now  stand  all  '  advice,  bridge  construction  was  added  to  the  scope 
the  brickyards  and  the  Jlerlin  depot  of  the  Xew  of  the  plant,  and  thus  m  1S71  was  born  The  Ijerlin 
York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  railroad.  They  ;  Iron  Bridge  Co.,  with  Samuel  C.  \\'ilcox  as  its 
were  prominent  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  !  president.    To  the  new  enterprise  he  applied  his 

By  his  second  wife,  Anna,  Samuel  C.  Wilco.x  had  \  masterly  business  abilities,  and  with  a  success  that 
eight  children:  Samuel  Howard,  born  April  23,  \  was  almost  phenomenal.  He  remained  its  etiicient 
184S,  is  now  m.anager  of  the  Xew  York  office  of  ;  and  directing  executive  until  his  deatli.  What  had 
the  Peck,  Stow  &  W  ilcox  Co. ;  Clarence  Peck,  born  ;  once  been  a  struggling  factory,  employing  a  hand- 
March  18,  1850,  died  young ;  Annie  Peck  and  Amos  ;  ful  of  men,  had  been  transformed  by  his  magic 
Peck  (twinsj,  born  Dec.  2,  1S53,  both  died  young;  i  brains  and  force  into  one  of  Berlin's  and  the  coun- 
Edward  Henry,  born  Sept.  22,  1S56,  died  Jan.  24,  1  try's  proudest  industries;  one  of  the  largest  and 
1865;  Frank  Langdon,  subject  of  this  sketch,  born  1  most  prospering  of  its  kind  in  the  United  States, 
Jan.  6,  1859 ;  Elizabeth  Peck,  born  Alarch  8,  1S61,  is  \  employing  almost  a  thousand  men,  and  steadily 
now  residing  with  her  brother  at  the  old  Wilcox  |  growing  in  inlluence  and  trade.  To  this  business  he 
homestead  on  picturesque  Berlin  street ;  and  Victor  j  devoted  most  of  his  attention  from  the  inception 
Peck,  born  May  27,  1866,  died  aged  two  years.  The  !  of  the  coinpany,  and  to  his  efforts  it  owes  its  pros- 
mother  of  our  subject  died  Alarch  7,  1S84,  aged  ;  perity.  It  is  to-day  one  of  the  most  prominent 
fifty-seven  years.  i  bridge  hrms  in  the  world,  and  has  constructed  some 

The  business  career  of  Samuel  C.  Wilcox  is  most  }  of  the  finest  engineering  structures  in  both  the  old 
interesting.  He  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm,  |  and  new  continents.  It  has  just  erected,  at  Berlin, 
and  attended  school  at  Ballston  Spa,  X".  Y.,  after  ;  Germany,  a  building,  the  cost  of  which  was  $50,000, 
which  for  a  few  years  he  taught  school  in  Connecti-  '\  and  constructed  the  Alachinery  building  for  tlie 
cut.    But  the  bent  of  his  mind  was  for  a  business  1  Paris  Exposition  of  1900. 

rather  than  for  a  profession,  and  returning  to  Berlin  :  Air.  Wilcox  was  a  stockholder  and  director  of 
he  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits.  Establishing  a  ;  many  enterprises  throughout  Connecticut.  In  poli- 
general  store  at  Berlin,  he  traveled  South  hy  team,  :  tics  he  was  a  Democrat.  For  its  substantial  growth 
and  established  a  similar  store  at  AA'ashington,  X".  j  and  development  Berlin  owes  to  none  of  its  hon- 

C,  conducting  these  for  a  great  many  years.  Ex-  j  ored  citizens  more  than  to  this  brilliant  and  far- 
pansion  of  trade  in  his  estimation,  gave  greatest  i  seeing  manufacturer.  Air.  Wilcox  was  an  accurate 
promise  along  manufacturing  lines,  and  he  accord-  !  reader  of  human  nature,  and  this  admirable  trait  he 
ingly  established  a  tinware  manufactorv  in  company  !  put  into  most  excellent  use  in  choosing  his  lieuten- 
with  two  others,  associated  under  the  firm  name  of  j  ants.  Kind  in  disposition,  he  .was  at  the  same  time 
Carpenter,  Lamb  &  Wilcox.  The  factory  was  located  I  a  man  of  strong  convictions,  to  which  he  was  ever 
on  land  now  owned  by  the  AA'ilcox  family  and  rented  j  true.  His  business  foresight  was  one  of  his  most 
to  H.  F.  Damon,  the  original  building  erected  by  |  valuable  qualities,  and  back  of  it  lay  an  energy, 
Mr.  Wilcox  having  since  been  remodeled  for  Air.  I  which  bore  his  well-laid  plans  unerringly  to  rich 
Damon.  It  was  the  first  tinware  factory  in  the  1  success.  Throughout  his  well-rounded  and  potent 
United  States,  and  at  the  start  employed  about  thirty  '  bfe  these  salient  traits  of  character  were  every- 
men.  From  the  energy  and  business  methods  put  ;  where  displayed,  and  his  death,  on  Sept.  21,  1886, 
into  the  shop  the  firm  quickly  developed  a  wide  and  [  was  a  severe  blow  to  the  entire  town, 
profitable  trade,  especially  through  the  Southern  \  Frank  Langdon  W'ilco.x,  the  subject  of  this 
States.  All  kinds  of  tinware  were  manufactured,  j  sketch,  was  educated  with  the  view  of  taking  up,  in 
and  the  business  was  continued  for  fifteen  years.  I  a  measure,  his  father's  work,  a  task  which  in  the 
In  1845  ^J^r.  Wilcox  established  at  East  Berlin  a  [  past  twenty  years  he  has  most  creditably  performed, 
small  manufactory  for  tinmen's  tools  and  machines,  ;  Until  twelve  years  of  age  he  attended  the  Berlin 
this  being  the  nucleus  from  which  has  grown  the  j  Academy,  then  entered  St.  Paul's  School,  at  Con- 
widely  known  Peck,  Stow  &  Wilcox  Co.  The  {  cord,  X.  H.,  graduating  from  its  five-years'  pre- 
latter  v/as  established  in  1870,  by  the  consolidation  |  paratory  course  in  1876.  Then  entering  Trinity 
of  eight  factories  of  tinmen's  tools,  seven  in  Con-  ■  College,  Hartford,  he  graduated  from  that  insti- 
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tution  of  learning;  in  1880.  w  illi  tlie  <K\>ircL'  <:>t  A. 
B.    Enlcrin.i;-  tlic  sho[)s  of  the  i'cck,  Slow  iS:  Wil- 
cox Co.,  al  kcnsinyion,  in  the  same  vear.  he  became 
th.eii"  manager  m  1885.  OLiminnrng-  m  lii.-u  capacity 
until  the  e^^in.soliJ.atiun  of  the  ken^ingtcm  factory 
with  the  oth.er  laciorus  uf  the  comijany,  l(jur  vears 
later,  when  the  Ken.-mgton  laclnry  was  tuiaily  des- 
troyed by  hre.    LJiir  subject  then  became  associated 
with  The  Herlin  Iron  ihidge  Co..  as  its  treasurer, 
which  responsible  position  he  still  holds.    He  is 
also  idcntilied  with  man\-  business  interests  through-  . 
out  Hartford  county,    lie  is  a  director  and  vice-  I 
president  of  the  I'eck,  Stow  &  \\  ilcox  Co.  ;  a  di-  ■ 
rector  of  the  riuenix  Xaiional  ISank,  of  hlartford; 
"of  the  New  Britain  }*[echanics  National  Bank,  of  : 
Xew  Britain  ;  of  the  Berlin  Savings  Bank,  l:5erlin ;  | 
of  the  ^Jatabessct  Co.,  of  Berlin:  and  secretary  and  | 
treasurer  of  the  ^liddletown  &  Portland  liridge  Co.  i 
In  politics  Mr.  Wilcox  is  a  stanch  Republican,  | 
and  he  represented  the  town  in  the  State  Legisla-  [ 
lure  in  1893,  during  his  term  servmg  as  clerk  of  j 
the  Judiciary  committee.    He  is  a  luember  of  St.  | 
Elmo  Lodge.  Xo.  31,  Knights  Templar,  of  ^leriden ; 
of  the  college  fraternity  "Delta  Psi" ;  of  the  En-  j 
ginecrs  Club,  of  Xew  York ;  and  of  several  social  ■ 
clubs.    On  Jan.  19,  1898,  Mr.  Wilcox  was  mar-  j 
ried  to  2\liss  Harriet  Churchill  \\'ebster,  who  was  j 
born  March  27,  1870,  in  Berlin,  daughter  of  Deacon  ; 
Charles  and  Julia  S.   (  Higgins)   \\'ebster.    They  | 
have  one  daughter,  ^^largaret  Webster,  born  Eeb.  j 
15,  1900.    Mr.  and  3>Irs.  Wilcox  are  both  very  active  1 
members  and  liberal  supporters  of  the  Congrega-  ; 
tional  Church  of  Berlin. 

LEOX  EE  CLAIR  is  a  leading  blacksmith  of  \ 
Berlin,  whose  shop  is  located  on  Berlin  street,  near  j 
the  post  office,  and  whose  home  on  Hudson  street, 
adjoins  the  shop.  A  native  of  A'ermont,  he  was 
born  in  St.  Albans  Sept.  22.  1845,  ^"^1  is  a  son  of 
Louis  and  Catherine  (St.  John)  Le  Clair.  The 
father  was  also  born  in  St.  Albans,  in  181 2,  and 
when  about  thirty  years  of  age  removed  to  near 
St.  John's,  Canada,  where  he  purchased  sixty  acres 
of  land  and  successfully  engaged  in  farming,  becom- 
ing quite  well-to-do.  He  died  in  1880,  and  there 
his  remains  were  interred.  His  wife,  who  was  born 
in  1816,  died  in  1897.  Our  subject's  paternal 
grandfather,  Louis  Le  Clair,  Sr.,  was  a  native  of 
Quebec,  whence  he  removed  to  St.  Albans,  Vc, 
where  he  also  engaged  in  farming. 

Our  subject  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  re- 
moval to  St.  Johii's.  Canada,  when  he  was  aljout  two 
years  of  age,  and  there  he  was  reared  upon  a  farm, 
while  his  education  was  received  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  neighborhood.  After  leaving  school, 
at  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  went  to  work  on  the  Hoosac 
tunnel,  and  was  tlius  em])loycd  for  about  three 
months.  Later  he  took  a  contract  to  chop  the  wo.)d 
from  a  large  tract  of  land,  and.  with  three  men  in 
his  emjiloy,  he  worked  at  that  occuijation  for  three 
months.    He  then  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade 


with  I'eler  W  hite,  at  East  W  indsor,  Conn.,  and 
after  ti\e  }ears  s|)ent  wall  him,  he  went  to  Middle- 
town,  C'lnn.,  where  he  worked  at  his  tr.ule  for  the 
same  kngtli  oi  time.  Pciurning  to  l-'~.ast  W  indsor, 
he  leased  the  shop  whicli  fornie!-|_\  belonged  to  Mr. 
W  hite,  his  old  employer  liaving  died  in  the  mean- 
time, cai  ried  on  business  there  lea*  seven  years,  and 
in  April,  1882,  came  10  llerlin,  purchasing  the  shop 
of  Solomon  Dunham,  on  I'.erlin  street,  which  he  has 
since  so  successfully  conducted.  1  le  is  an  expert 
workman,  is  industrious  and  eiUerpri.sing,  and  the 
prosperit}-  that  has  come  to  him  is  cenainlv  well 
merited.  In  1891  he  bought  the  Davitl  Rolibins 
projx'rty,  on  Hudson  street,  which  he  has  remotl- 
eletl  and  converted  into  a  very  pleasant  home. 

On  June  3,  1873,  Mr.  Le  Clair  married  Miss 
Catherine  Elavin,  ot  Middletown,  who  was  born 
Aug.  26,  1848,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Delia 
(Keeff  j  I'davin.  'j  lie  loilowing  children  weie  born 
of  this  union:  Lucy  2\lalvina,  l)orn  Aug.  11,  1S75, 
attended  school  in  I'.erlin  and  Xew  Britaui,  later 
gradtialed  from  Huntsinger's  Business  College,  of 
Hartford,  and  is  now  a  stenographer  for  the  Berlin 
Iron  Bridge  Co.  :  Agnes,  born  July  31,  1877,  was  ed- 
ucated in  the  public  schools  of  Berlin  and  the  higli 
school  of  Xew  Britain,  and  is  now  at  home;  Leon 
Louis,  born  April  15,  1879,  '^^'•^s  graduated  from  the 
Xew  Britain  high  school  and  is  now  employed  as 
bookkeeper  by  the  Berlin  Brick  Co.;  Josephine, 
born  June  26,  1880;  Katherine  Rose,  born  Feb.  25, 
1882,  and  Florence  May,  born  Aug.  26,  1884,  are  all 
attending  the  Xew  Britain  High  school ;  and  Sid- 
ney, born  April  7,  1SS7,  and  Aiaude,  born  Sept.  i, 
1892,  are  attending  the  Berlin  schools.  The  family 
are  communicants  of  St.  Paul's  Catholic  Church, 
of  Kensington,  and  gi\e  liberally  toward  its  sup- 
port. Politically  Mr.  Le  Clair  is  a  Republican,  but 
as  local  elections  usuall}-  votes  independent  of  party 
lines. 

SALMON  CHESTER  EXO,  one  of  the  oldest 
citizens  of  Simsbury,  Flartford  county,  descends 
from  James  Eno,  who  settled  in  Windsor  in  1646. 

The  I-^no  family  is  of  French  origin,  and  the 
name  was  variouslv  spelled  in  England,  as  Enneu, 
Ennos.  and.  Eno,  and  was  well-known  in  Colchester, 
i  County  of  Essex.   James  Eno  was  a  barber  by  trade, 
i  and  became  a  resident  of  London.    In  his  day,  no 
man  in  London  could  vote  unless  he  was  a  member 
of  the  trade  guilds,  nor  could  he  be  elected  Akler- 
I  man.  Sheriff,  or  Lord  Mayor  until  he  ha  1  ser\-ed  an 
apprenticeship  at  a  trade,  and  it  was  reciuisite  that 
]  the  kord  .Mayor  should  be  a  member  of  one  of  the 
I  tweke  gie;it  kivery  Companies.    James  Ijio  prob- 
ably learned  his  trade  of  barber-surge(jn   in  the 
Barber-Surgeon  Conipan\',  of  London,  of  which 
Sir  Astley  Cooper  and  other  eminent  surgeons  were 
ai)i)rentices.    Xew  England.  Maryland  anrl  \'irginia 
Were  largely  settled  by  men  who  had  learned  trades 
as  ap])renlices  to  these  craft -guilds. 

James  ICno  followed  liis  trade  in  Windsor.  On 
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Aul;'.  i'"^,  I'M'"^.  li"-"  married  Ilnnnali  riithvel!.  wlio 
\v.i>  1>  Tu  <-  'ct.        i''34.  a  tlau.^litcr  of  Richard  ])id- 

Sl'.i-  b'Tc  iicr  ini.--liaiul  thi\'c  chiMrcn  :  Sarah,  ; 
in  1 1 '-]'),  \\  hu  was  tir-t  ina:rii.'d  lo  a  Mr.  llolcomb.  j 
and  laiiT  lo  a  .Mr.  riiclp,>;  James,  Jr.,  in  1651  ;  and  , 
|.ihn.  in  i''54-  -Mrs.  llannali  luio  died  Oct.  7, 
M.;-.  and  James  lino  mari'i.d,  -\u,l;.  5,  1O58,  Mrs.  ; 
•iili^^ahc'ih  Uolcombc,  widow  of  'l"li._ima>  llolcombe;  ; 
.slic  (Hcd  CJct.  7.  i*>7V-  Mr.  Eno".^  iliird  marriage  | 
was  With  r^lrs.  Ulster  (_\\"i!Hams)  Egglcston,  widow  ! 
of  James  S.  liggleston.  of  Windsor.  It  was  said  | 
of  this  lady  thai  she  was  the  first  wliite  cliild  born  i 
in  Hartford.  Her  death  took  place  Jnly  10,  i7-?o,  j 
lames  Eno  having  tlietl  July  i,  lOSj.  ; 

]n  corroboration  of  the  statement  that  James  ' 
Eno  followed   his  business  of  l.)ari>er-surgeon   in  j 
Windsor  there  exists,  in  the  Eliphalei  Eno  family,  at  | 
Turrington,  a  curious  barber's  basin,  once  his,  such  j 
as  were  used  by  the  surgeon-barbers  of  the  olden 
days,  and  even  now  in  some  parts  of  ."^pain  and  other 
Europeans  countries.   Tliis  basin  is  of  coarse  delft, 
of  a  greyish-white  color:  is  thirt}-eight  inches  in 
circumference  outside,  and  twenty-lour  inches  inside, 
and  has  on  one  side  of  its  rim  a  circular  indentation, 
intended  to  fit  around  the  ncck  and  under  the  chin 
of  the  person  to  be  shaved,  nearly  opposite  to  which  j 
is  a  hole  or  dent  in  the  rim  for  the  thumb  :  at  the 
bottom  of  this  hole  is  another,  through  which  a  | 
string  was  passed  which  then  encircled  the  wrist  of  j 
the  customer  to  hold  it  in  place.    The  inner  face  of  j 
the  bowl  is  decorated  with  representations  of  the  j 
various  adjuncts  of  the  trade,  such  as  scissors,  | 
razors,  combs,  etc.,  and  the  date,  1663,  done  in  j 
blue.  j 

The  line  of  descent  from  James  Eno,  the  founder, 
to  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  as  follows:  James 
Eno,  Jr.,  born  Xov.  2,  1651,  married  Abigail  Bis- 
sell  Dec.  26,  1678,  and  died  July  16,  17 14,  the  father  : 
of  nine  children:    Tames,  born  in  lOj^j;  Ann,  16S2;  : 
William,  1684:  Abigail,  1686;  .Mary,  1691  ;  John,  | 
1693;  Samuel,  iCjCjG;  Susannah,  1699;  and  David,  I 
1702.  j 

David  Eno  married  ^lary  Gillet,  daughter  of  • 
\\'illiam  Gillet,  and  she  bore  him  five  chiUlren:  ! 
David,  Jr.,  born  Aug.  14,  1727:  }>Iary ;  Gen.  Roger,  1 
of  Revolutionary  fame,  born  in  1729.  who  died  Oct.  ^ 
6,  1808;  Mercy,  born  1734.  who  died  .\ov.  6,  1808  | 
(she  married  John  Langton  in  1754  i  :  and  Jonathan,  ' 
born  in  1739,  who  also  ser\cd  in  the  Revolution  | 
ary  war.  | 

Jonathan  Eno  married,  Jan.  7,  17'^j5,  Mary  Hart, 
daughter  of  Cap-t.  Elijah  Hart,  of  -\'ew  Britain,  i 
and  to  this  union  were  born  nine  children:  I 'oily,  | 
born  in  i/C>S<  \vas  married  to  Elijah  Tuller,  and  I 
died  in  West  Simsbur}- ;  Rhoda,  Ijorn  in  1766,  was  ■ 
married  to  Daniel  I'heliis;  Jonathan,  born  in  1769,  i 
married  Theodosia  Case,  and  died  in  l!loomfield;  | 
Lucretia,  born  in  1771,  was  m;irried  to  Granville  1 
Humphrev,  of  Torringlon  ;  Elizabeth,  born  in  177.V  ! 
married  Alexander  I'lulps;  Sinth.ia,  Ixsrn  in  1777,  j 
married   Hezekiah  Case,  of   Rkjomfield;  Salmon 


was  the  father  of  our  subject:  Chauncev,  born  in 
1782.  UKirried  .Vniaiilla  Case:  and  .\.l)igail.  born  in 
1785.  was  married  to  John  \dets,  of  Ui-anby.  The 
father  of  this  fanuly  was  a  farmer  in  Simsburv,  and 
a  very  hilluential  man  in  his  communitv. 

Salmon  Eno  was  born  Dec.  13,  1779,  in  Sims- 
I)ury,  and  was  reared  a  farmer  bo\\  although  it  had 
been  the  iiUenlion  of  his  parents  to  prepare  him 
for  one  of  the  learned  jirofessions,  and  his  education 
was  received  under  the  tuition  of  Rev.  Sanruel 
Stebbins.  \  et  he  preferred  agriculture  as  a  life 
vocation.  While  still  a  young  man  he  married 
Miss  ]\lary  Richards,  who  was  born  in  1785,  a 
daughter  of  Amos  Richards,  a  Revolutionarv  sol- 
dier. The  first  few  years  of  his  married  life  ^Ir. 
Eno  passed  in  the  village  of  Simsbury,  whence  he 
removed  to  the  farm  now  occupied  by  his  grandson, 
Aaron  Eno.  His  children  were :  ( i )  Emeline, 
born  Dec.  11,  1805,  was  married  }vlav  31.  1S32,  to 
Ozias  Bassett,  of  Xew  Britain,  and  is  still  living 
at  the  venerable  age  of  ninety-five  vears.  (2) 
Aaron  R.,  born  July  4,  1808,  lived  on  the  home 
farm  until  twenty-six  years  old.  married,  Eeb.  29, 
1832,  Ruth  Tuller,  and  died  April  i,  1835.  (3) 
Amos  R.,  born  Xov.  i,  1810,  married  Lucy  Jane 
Bhelps,  daughter  of  Elisha  Phelps :  he  had  a  most 
remarkable  business  career,  and  became  the  wealthi- 
est man  that  ever  lived  in  Simsbur_\- ;  he  was  reared 
on  the  farm,  and  attended  school  in  his  native  dis- 
trict until  sixteen  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to 
Hartford,  clerked  in  two  different  stores,  then  re- 
turned to  Simsbury  and  kept  store  for  some  time, 
and  next  went  to  X'ew  York,  entering  into  mer- 
cantile trade  and  amassing  a  large  amount  of  prop- 
erty :  he  then  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business, 
and  at  his  death,  in  Xew  York,  Eeb.  21,  1898,  left 
an  estate  valued  at  twenty-five  million  dollars:  he 
owned  a  palatial  residence  in  Simsbury,  where  he 
passed  his  summers,  and  in  this  village  his  remains 
were  interred.  (4)  Salmon  Cliester,  whose  name 
opens  this  memoir,  was  ne.xt  in  the  order  of  birth. 
(5)  Mar}-,  born  Aug.  8,  i8i6.was  married  to  Milton 
Humphrey,  and  resides  in  Hartford.  (6)  Lydia 
Jane,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  born  June  1.  1819, 
was  first  married  to  Horatio  Lewis,  of  Xew  llriiain. 
and  later  to  Paris  Barber,  of  Homer,  X'.  Y.  Sal- 
mon Eno  was- a  man  of  average  size,  and  was  a 
thorough  and  successful  farmer.  In  politics  he  was 
a  Whig,  and  for  one  year  represented  his  district 
in  the  Lower  House  of  the  General  Asseml)l\-,  be- 
ing verv  prominent  in  all  town  affairs,  and  highly- 
lespccted.  He  died  April  3.  1842,  his  widow  sur- 
viving until  Sept.  29,  1SS3. 

Salmon  Chester  Eno  was  born  Jime  12,  1814. 
and  was  reared  on  the  home  farm.  He  tirst  at- 
tended the  \\  estover  District  school,  ;md  later 
Elijah  Garritt's  .ndiool,  at  .\'ew  Britain,  which  was  1 
supplement  to  the  district  school,  an<l  here  his  liter- 
ary education  ended,  lie  has  passed  all  his  life  in 
Simsbury,  with  the  exception  of  three  moiUhs  lliat 
he  si)ent  in  .\ew  \'ork  as  a  clerk  for  h.is  brother; 
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but  ho  cli^likc(.l  clerking  and  returned  lo  llie  more 
enticing  pursuit  oi  agriculture. 

Mr.  Kno  married,  Oct.  29,  1S45,  INIi^s  Sarah  C. 
Goodwin,  who  was  born  in  Simshui  v  J  eb.  14,  1824. 
a  daughter  of  James  and  Candace  (^llird)  GeX)v.i- 
win,  the  latter  being  a  daughter  oi  the  well-known 
Dr.  Lhrd,  e'l  .Sim^bur\'.  -Mr.  Eno.  on  his  marriage, 
went  to  housekeeping  on  the  old  larm.  where  he 
lived  until  about  1883.  when  he  built  his  present 
dwelling,  which  has  since  been  his  home.  To  his 
marriage  have  come  the  following-named  children  : 
Aaron  L.,  born  Se^n.  28,  1840,  is  a  prosperous  farm- 
er of  Simsbury,  with  a  family  of  three  children  ; 
Charles  G.,  born  Aug.  6,  1S48,  is  now  a  business 
man  in  Osborne,  Kans. ;  Sarah  C.,  born  Nov.  24, 
1851,  is  the  wife  of  Charles  J.  Parker,  of  Xew 
Britain;  and  George  C,  who  was  born  Oct.  15, 
1854,  is  married  and  resides  in  Simsbur_\",  and  is 
the  father  of  three  children.  ]\Irs.  Eno  departed 
this  Hfe  Jan.  21,  1S93. 

In  politics  Mr.  ]ino  was  at  hrst  a  Whig,  but 
upon  the  disintegration  of  that  party  became  an 
ardent  Republican,  and  a  very  popular  one.  Dur- 
ing the  interval  that  lapsed  between  the  decadence 
of  the  Whig  party  and  the  formation  of  the  power- 
ful Republican  party,  he  affiliated  with  the  Know- 
Nothing  or  Native  American  organization,  and  in 
1848  was  elected  to  the  General  Assembly.  He 
served  as  assessor  of  his  town,  as  a  member  of  the 
board  of  relief,  as  constable,  and  in  other  offices. 

GEORGE  F.  AXDERSOX,  a  well-known  and 
enterprising  young  tobacco  grower  and  farmer  of 
Silver  Lane,  town  of  East  Hartford,  was  born  }vlay 
24,  1869,  and  is  a  son  of  Capt.  Albert  H.  and  Jane 
R.  (Dotyj  Anderson. 

George  E.  Anderson,  grandfather  of  George  F., 
lived  in  the  home  now  occupied  by  John  Foley,  in 
Silver  Lane,  and  was  a  prosperous  farmer.  He 
married  Pearly  Loomis,  to  which  union  were  born 
two  children:  Edward,  who  was  killed  at  the  age 
of  ten  years  by  running  into  a  rail  fence  while 
coasting;  and  Albert  H. 

Albert  II.  Anderson  was  born  Jan.  8,  1844,  and 
was  educated  in  a  common  school,  after ,  quitting 
which  he  went  to  work  in  Colt's  factory  for  Jacobs 
&  Howe,  and  next,  for  a  short  time,  ran  a  ferry- 
boat near  by ;  later  he  purchased  a  sailboat  and  went 
to  work  for  the  Hartford  Transportation  Co.,  by 
which  he  was  employed  several  years  as  captain. 
He  next,  in  company  with  Alexander  Doty,  went  to 
Philadelphia  and  purchased  the  tug-boat  "Coulston," 
and  for  three  years  ran  it  in  opposition  to,  or  in 
coiTipctition  with,  the  Hartfurd  Transportation  Co. 
Their  traffic  was  so  remunerative  that  the  Trans- 
portation Co.  became  eager  to  buy  them  out,  and 
finally  they  sold  their  mutual  interest  in  the  "Coul- 
ston"  to  that  concern.  Capt.  Anderson  had  been 
running  between  Hartford  and  Perth  Amboy,  N. 
J.,  carrying  coal.  He  later  ran  the  steamer  "Granite 
State,"  but  this  vessel  was  destroyed  by  lire.  One 


fall  he  made  a  trip  to  Jacksonville,  bda.,  and  came 
back  the  following  May  un  the  "Admiral  Farra- 
gut."  In  18S3  he  quit  the  water  and  settled  on  the 
j  tarm  now  occupied  by  liis  son  George  F.  In  1879- 
j  80,  he  had  budt  the  house  in  which  jeihn  Folev  now 
I  resides,  and  in  this  he  li\ed  until  called  away,  July 
I  28,  1886,  while  still  engaged  in  farming. 

Albert  11.  Anderson  married  Jane  R.  Doty,  who 
was  born  April  27,  1846,  a  daughter  of  Alexander 
and  Elizabeth  Doty,  and  to  this  uniein  were  b<irn 
two  children:  George  F.,  our  subject;  and  Lillie  M., 
;  July  24,  1873.    ^Irs.  Jane  R.  Anderson  died  April 
j  18,  1878,  and  ^Ir.  Anderson  next  married,  Sept.  24, 
I  1884,  2\lrs.  Charlotte  Thayer  i^)icc  Wdiittaker  j ,  who 
i  bore  him  one  child,  Elisha  C,  born  July  12,  1S85, 
j  and  now  living  with  his  mother.    In  politics  Albert 
i  H.  Anderson  was  a  Democrat,  and  fraternal! v  was 
I  a  member  of  Orient  Lodge,  No.  62,  F.  &  A.  AL,  of 
New  Hartford.    He  was  a  large  man,  and  was 
blessed  with  good  health  nearly  all  his  hfe.    He  was 
a  close  observer  of  men  and  men's  affairs,  was  a 
great  reader,  was  of  firm  character  but  pleasant  in 
I  disposition,  and  ,  was  favorably  known  everywhere 
I  as  "Capt.  Anderson." 

George  F.  Anderson  was  born  in  Hockanum, 
near  the  site  of  the  present  post  office,  first  at- 
tended school  in  the  brick  school  house,  later  in  the 
school  in  Willow  Brook,  and  then  in  the  Brown 
school  on  Market  street,  liartford,  under  Prof. 
Barrows,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1884;  he  then 
returned  home  to  assist  on  the  farm.  At  the  death 
of  his  father  he  assumed  full  charge  of  the  place, 
which  then  comprised  three  and  one-half  acres  only, 
but  he  has  added  to  it  ever  since,  and  this  year 
(1899)  expects  to  raise  ten  acres  of  tobacco.  He 
has  made  many  substantial  improvements  on  the 
farm,  building  new  barns  and  remodeling  the  to- 
bacco sheds,  and  keeps  the  place  in  most  excellent 
condition. 

On  June  18,  1S90,  Mr.  Anderson  married  Miss 
Jeanctte  Kirbell,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Eliza- 
beth (Haussman)   Kirbell,  natives  of  East  Hart- 
ford.   Mr.  Kirbell  (now  deceased),  was  a  harness- 
'  maker,  and  his  widow  makes  her  residence  in 
Silver  Lane.    Mr.  and  Airs.  Anderson  have  been 
blessed  with  one  bright  little  daughter,  born  Oct. 
30,  1892.    Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson  attend  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  and  in  politics  Air.  Anderson  is 
a  Democrat.    Socially  he  is  a  member  of  Elm  Lodge, 
Knights  of  Pythias,  and  of  the  Royal  Arcanum, 
East  Hartford  Council,  No.  1237.    Fie  is  a  very 
I  rapid  worker,  is  what  is  usually  denominated  a 
1  "hustler,"  is  fully  up-to-date  in  his  farming,  is  ex- 
I  tremely  popular,  and  highly  esteemed  by  the  en- 
tire commimity. 

HON.  HEZEKIAH  SPENCER  SHELDON, 
a  highly-esteemed  resident  of  W\'St  Suffield,  was 
born  in  Suffield  June  23,  1S20,  a  son  of  Julius  C. 
born  in  ^\'csl  Suffield,  Conn.,  Dec.  12,  1791  ;  son  of 
Alartin,  born  in  West  Suffield  Feb.  i,  1762;  son  of 
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l.h'uh,  Ikmii  in  Xorthampton.  Mass.,  Nov.  2,  1719. 

«'l  Capt.  lonallian,  born  in  Xorlhaniplon  May 
\f  i(vS.>  ( ilicil  in  1769);  son  of  Isaac,  born  about 
if,i>.  riic  last  named  was  one  of  tlic  pioneers  of 
N\.rtli.-uni)t«'n.  Mass.,  whore  lie  died  July  29,  T708; 
i  r  was  a  ri-sideiit  uf  Windsor.  Conn.,  from  1640  to 
.\l  Hartford,  Conn.,  he  married  iNIary  \\"cx"id- 

(.'apt.  Tonathan  Sheldon  (above)  was  a  captain 
in  the  militia.  He  was  the  progenitor  of  the 
■  SiKldon  street  branch""  of  this  family.  He  had  a 
I.r. 'liier,  Icseph.  who  settled  in  Suffield,  Conn.,  in 
prior  to  Capt.  Jonathan's  coming,  in  1723. 
hut  his  desciMid.ants  are  not  so  numerous.  He  was  a 
shoemaker  and  farmer,  his  home  being  in  Sheldon 
street.  West  Suffield.  He  married  Aviary  South- 
well Dec.  30.  1 70S,  and  they  had  a  family  of  ten 
children,  of  whoni  Elijah, "born  Nov.  2,  1719,  mar- 
ried Sarah  King,  who  ^^as  also  a  resident  of  Suf- 
li'.id,  and  died  there  June  i.  17S5. 

Martin  SheUlon,  born  Feb.  I,  17C2,  at  West 
."^ntlicld,  was  a  man  of  hue  physique,  standing  six 
feel  in  height.  He  was  married  Xov.  15,  17S7. 
lo  Abigail  Gillette,  and  after  her  death  he  again 
married,  but  all  of  his  children  were  by  his  first 
wife.  He  died  Sept.  4,  184S.  For  several  years 
he  was  director  of  the  Connecticut  State  Prison 
("Newgate  Prison"'),  being  the  financial  head  of 
that  institution ;  was  a  representative  from  Suffield 
for  seventeen  sessions;  was  a  justice  of  the  peace 
for  years,  settled  estates,  and  was  frequently  con- 
sulted on  various  matters — in  fact,  he  was  one  of 
the  leading  men  in  his  town.  His  regular  busi- 
ness was  agriculture,  but  he  merely  superintended 
the  work  on  the  farm.  In  religious  faith  he  was 
a  I'aptist,  prominent  in  church  work,  and  gave  lib- 
erally of  his  means  to  the  Second  Baptist  Church 
at  Suffield.  He  also  contributed  liberally  to  the 
Connecticut  Literary  Institute  at  Suffield,  having  a 
high  estimation  of  the  advantages  of  a  good  educa- 
tion. His  children  were:  ]\lartin,  a  resident  of 
Sulfield,  died  in  early  manhood,  leaving  a  family. 
Horace  was  killed  in  a  cider  mill  when  a  child. 
Julius  C,  our  subject's  father,  comes  next.  The 
youngest  died  in  infancy. 

Julius  C.  Sheldon  was  prepared  for  college  by 
Ebenezer  Gay,  at  Suffield,  then  attended  Yale  Col- 
lege one  year;  but  his  evesight  becoming  impaired, 
and  his  father  requiring  some  assistance  in  his  ex- 
tensive business  interests,  he  returned  home.  In 
course  of  time  he  and  a  cousin,  Jacob  Sheldon,  com- 
"u-nced  Inisiness  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  but  a  few  vears 
later  they  dissolved  partnership,  and  Mr.  Sheldon 
moved  to  Chardon,  Geauga  Co.,  Ohio.  Here  he 
embarked  in  mercantile  business,  built  a  store  room, 
ami  did  a  large  trade  in  that  then  new  settlement. 
This  was  in  181 5. 

On  Sei)t.  30,  1819,  in  Suffield,  ^h.  Sheldon  mar- 
ried Mindwell  Sjjencer,  who  was  born  April  22, 
1797,  at  Suftield,  daughter  of  Hezekiah  and  Jerusha 
(Nelson)  Spencer.  He  did  not  then  return  to  Ohio, 
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'  but  went  into  mercantile  business  at  West  SulTield, 
'  where  his  faiher  was,  and  for  a  few  _\-ears  remained 
'  so  employed.    The  senior  Mr.  Sheldon  having  been 
appointed  director  of  "Newgate  Prison,  "  Juhus  C. 
'  became  his  i>rivate  secretary.    Jn  1849  lie  removed 
j  to  Sufheld  Center,  and  died  there  Dec.  5,  1873; 
j  his  widow  jxissed  .away  Aug.  23,  1SS5.    They  were 
\  both  members  of  the  Baptist  Church;  in  politics  he 
u-as  originally  a  ^^'hig,  later  a  Republican,  and  for 
many  years  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace.  He 
was  a  good  all-round  business  man,  was  possessed 
'  of  literary  tastes,  and  at  times  devoted  liis  pen  to 
j  the  writing  of  poetry. 

,  A  brief  record  of  the  children  born  to  Julius  C. 
I  and  Mindwell  Sheldon  is  as  follows :  ( i )  Fleze- 
j  kiah  S.  is  our  subject.    (2)  }^Iartin  J.,  born  ]\Iay 

3,  1826,  maintains  the  country  home  at  Suffield, 
:  besides  other  possessions,  and  resides  in  New  York. 
,  He  married  Eliza  Jane  Waud,  now  deceased,  and 
!  had  one  daughter,  Lolita,  who  is  the  v.dfe  of  J. 
I  Ogden  Armour,  a  son  of  P.  D.  Armour,  of  Chi- 
;  oago.     (3)  Abigail,  born  June  22,  1832,  died  at 

Suffield  Feb.  16,  i860,  unmarried.  (4)  Henry  K., 
i  born  Oct.  10,  1837,  was  a  graduate  of  Yale  Col- 
!  lege,  later  studied  at  Albany  Law  School,  and  died 
i  at  Suffield  Jan.  25,  1866,  unmarried. 
!  Hezekiah  S.  Sheldon,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
I  sketch,  attended  Sheldon  street  school,  his  father 
[  being  his  first  teacher,  while  Richard  Phelps  was 
I  one  of  his  earliest  instructors.  At  the  age  of  twelve 
I  years  he  entered  Reuben  Grang'er"s  private  school 
I  at  Suffield,  and  in  the  fall  of  1833  attended  the  first 
,  term  of  school  held  in  the  Connecticut  Literary  In- 
;  stitue  at  Suffield.  He  is  now  one  of  the  only  two 
'  left  in  Suffield  who  attended  the  Institute  that  term. 
I  \Mien  seventeen  years  old  he  was  a  teacher  in  the 
i  Harbor  District  at  Poquonock,  Conn.,  receiving  the 
j  munificent  sum  of  Si 5  per  month,  and  "boarding 
j  around'";  in  183S-39  he  taught  in  East  Granby,  and 
I  he  also  taught  in  West  Suffield.  His  life  vocation, 
!  however,  has  been  farming,  although  he  has  not 

always  been  actively  engaged  in  that  pursuit. 
I       In  politics  ^Lr.  Sheldon  is  a  Republican,  formerly 
i  a  \\'hig.  his  first  Presidential  vote  having  been  cast 

for  Henry  Clay,  and  has  missed  but  one  Presiden- 
j  tial  election  since,  which  was  in  i860,  when  he  was 
1  absent  in  Minnesota.  He  has  served  his  town  in 
I  various  offices  of  trust,  such  as  assessor  for  seven 
I  years,  trustee,  also  justice  of  the  peace,  although  he 
j  "never  tried  a  case,''  invariably  succeeding  in  per- 
I  sanding  contesting  parties  to  settle  their  differences 

"out  of  court."  He  is  much  averse  to  litigation,  and 
I  has  never  been  either  plaintiff  or  defendant  in  any 
j  kind  of  suit,  but  has  served  in  both  United  States  and 
I  county  courts  as  juror.  He  represented  his  town 
I  in  the  General  Assembly  in  1858,  18S1,  1887,  and 
j  1889.  ]Mr.  Sheldon  is  a  stockholder  in  the  First 
I  National  Bank  at  Suffield.  and  for  seven  years  was 

vice-president  of  same.  He  has  been  a  contributor 
j  to  many  newspapers  and  magazines,  and  in  historical 

matters  is  considered  a  reliable  authority  in  his  town. 
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but  liis  cyosiyht  lias  boon  failing  for  the  past  twonty-  I 
tivo  yoars,  and  he  is  unable  now  to  cither  read  or  \ 
write,  thongli  in  all  other  respeets  he  is  conipara-  j 
lively  woU  preserved.    He  is  ihe  author  of  a  nuni-  ; 
ber  of  valuable  looal  historii^s,  the  niosi  important  ; 
being  his  '"Doeunientary  Ifistory  of  Suihold."'  whioh  ' 
required  a  great  aaiount  of  lalur  and  roseareli.    He  , 
also  wrote  an  interesting  "iiistorv  of  the  Coiuieoticut 
Literary  Institute,"  aiul  "The  Connecticut  River  and 
Its  Islands,"  besides  compiling  a  genealogv  of  the 
Sheldon  family. 

On  Xov.  I,  1843.  r^lr.  Sheldon  was  married  in 
Suftield,  to  I\iiss  Almira  C.  Rose,  a  native  of  that  i 
town,  daughter  of  Barlow  and  Clarissa  (^King)  Rose.  I 
They  commenced  liousekeeping  Jan.  i,  i8_|_i,  in  the 
house  which  he  had  built  the  previous  vear,  in  West  j 
Suffield,  and  where  he  is  yet  living,  liis  wife  was  | 
called  from  earth  Atig.  30,  1887,  and  is  buried  in  ! 
AVcst  Suffield  cemetery.    She  was  a  member  of  the  j 
Congregational  Church,  and  highly  respected,  as  is  j 
also  her  husband,  who  is  one  of  the  best-known  and 
most  highly-honored  men  in  his  part  of  the  State. 

DANIEL  T.  DYER,  of  the  Dyer  Farm,  in  the 
town  of  Canton.    On  this  farm  is  located  the  Dyer 
Inline,  yielding  gold,  silver,  lead  and  zinc,  and  is 
beautifully  situated  near  "Rattlesnake  Mountain,"  I 
while  under  the  able  management  of  our  subject  it  j 
is  kept  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation.    The  mines  j 
have  been  operated,  and  valuable  deposits  are  found  | 
on  the  estate.    Islr.  Dyer,  the  proprietor,  is  one  of  | 
the  leading  business  men  of  his  locality,  and  the 
most  extensive  distiller  of  cider  brandy  in  the  State, 
the  product  of  his  plant  at  the  farm  being  sent  to 
dilTerent  parts  of  the  United  States. 

The  Dyer  family  has  been  identified  with  this 
section  from  an  early  day,  and  the  name  has  ahvays 
been  associated  with  thrift,  enterprise  and  public 
spirit.    The  first  ancestor  of  whom  we  have  record  i 
was  Thomas  Dyer,  who  was  born  about  161 2,  at 
Shipton  :MaIlet,'  near  Glastonbury,  England,  and  | 
came  to  America  in  early  manhood.    He  settled  at  j 
Weymouth  [Mass.,  where  he  died  Xov.  5,  1676.  i 
He 'was  there  married  to  Agnes  Read,  a  native  of  | 
Rutley,  near  Glastonbury,  England,  who  died  in  , 
Wevrnouth  in  1667.    He  married  (second)  Eliza-  j 
betl'i  Frarv,  a  widow,  wdio  died  at  Weymouth  in  1 
1678,  aged  fiftv-six  years.    By  his  first  marriage  be  | 
had  eight  children,  as  follows:    ^Lary,  born  July  | 
9,  1641,  married  Samuel  \\'hite,  and  died  in  Wey-  j 
mouth  Oct.  23,  1716;  John,  born  Julv  20,  1^)43.  died  j 
in  Boston  June  2,  1696;  Thomas,  born  March  29,  j 
1645,  fli^'d  i"lv  16,  1647  ;  Abigail,  born  July  9,  1647,  i 
married  Tames  Nash,  of  Weymouth;  Sarah,  born  ; 
March  10,  1649,  married  John  Ruggles,  and  died  j 
at  Roxburv,  Mass.,  Aug.  2,  16S7;  Thomas  (2),  born  j 
:\Iay  5.  1651,  died  in  1673;  Benjamin  and  Joseph  j 
(twins)  were  born  Nov.  6,  1653,  and  the  latter  died 
Oct.  12,  1704. 

Bcniamin  Dver,  born  Nov.  6,  1653,  at  Wey- 
mouth,'Mass.,  located  in  Boston  in  early  life,  and 


dietl  there  in  1718,  his  remains  being  interred  in  a 
local  cemetery.  His  wife,  Harriet  Odlin,  daughter 
of  Hlisha  Odlin,  of  Boston,  was  born  in  July,  1O40. 
They  had  ten  children:  Harriet,  born  Sept.  27, 
1092;  Th.omas,  born  Nov.  7,  1(193.  •^'^''-^ 
1722;  Abigail,  born  April  7,  1095  ;  Margaret,  boi'n 
Nov.  21,  109O,  married  Jeremiah  Hall,  and  died  in 
1735;  John,  born  Nov.  21,  169O,  married  Jeremiah 
Hall,  and  died  in  1735;  John,  born  Nov.  21,  1698, 
died  in  1723,  unmarried;  Benjamin  is  mentioned 
below;  Joseph,  born  Sept.  25,  J702;  ]\lary,  born 
in  1704,  died  of  smallpox  in  1721  ;  Elisha,  born 
March  21,  1707,  died  at  Hartford,  April  10,  1739; 
and  Sarah,  born  Dec.  13,  1708,  married  James 
Raymer. 

Benjamin  Dyer  (2)  was  born  in  Boston  March 
27,  1700,  and  learned  the  trade  of  tallow  chandler. 
On  Nov.  22,  1825,  he  was  married  to  ^Margaret 
Clapp,  and  in  1735  he  removed  to  Hartford,  re- 
maining about  ten  years.  In  1745  he  settled  in 
West  Simsbury  (now  Canton),  purchasing  a  large 
tract  of  land  (over  600  acres)  near  the  Farming- 
ton  river,  known  now  as  the  Page  place.  He  died 
there  in  1775,  and  is  buried  in  Canton  cemetery.  He 
was  a  man  of  culture  and  refinement,  and  was  a 
classmate  and  roommate  of  Benjamin  branklin  dur- 
ing their  school  days.  He  had  the  following  chil- 
dren ;  Thomas,  born  in  Boston  in  1728,  married 
Aztibah  Humphrey,  daughter  of  Samuel  Humphrey, 
and  died  in  1803;  Mary  married  Elisha  Cornish; 
Benjamin  F.  died  in  1746,  at  an  early  age;  Joseph 
was  a  soldier  in  the  French  and  Indian  war,  and 
died  in  the  French  war;  [Margaret,  born  in  173S, 
married  Eliphalet  Curtis,  and  died  in  1812;  John 
died  in  1793;  Sarah  married  (first)  John  Hutching- 
son  and  (second)  a  [Mr.  Edson ;  Hannah  married 
Benjamin  Adams  ;  Benjamin  (2),  born  in  1747,  mar- 
ried Anna  Northway,  and  died  in  1815;  and  Dani.l, 
born  in  1749,  is  next  in  the  line  of  descent. 

Daniel  Dyer,  born  in  1749,  was  well  educated, 
becoming  a  civil  engineer.  ITe  was  a  lifelong  resi- 
dent of  West  Simsbury  (now  Canton),  followed 
farming  and  stock  raising,  and  was  highly  respected 
as  a  citizen.  He  served  in  the  Revolutionary  army. 
He  died  at  his  farm  in  1814,  his  remains  being 
buried  in  the  Canton  cemetery.  A  great  Bible 
student,  he  was  so  familiar  with  his  Bible  that  if 
any  tw^o  verses  w-ere  repeated,  with  the  name  of  the 
book,  he  could  tell  the  chapter  in  which  they  oc- 
curred. [Mr.  Dyer  married  Sarah  Northway,  who 
was  born  in  1748,  and  died  in  18 19,  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  and  Ann  Northway,  and  granddaugh- 
ter of  [Mrs.  Sarah  Woodford,  who  lived  to  the 
patriarchal  age  of  loi  years.  Of  the  seven  children 
born  to  Daniel  and  Sarah  Dyer  one  died  in  infancy 
in  1780;  Sarah,  born  in  1776,  married  Dr.  Enoch 
Leavit;  Chloe,  born  in  1778,  married  Uriah  Hop- 
kins, and  died  at  New  Hartford  in  1S63  (she  was 
buried  in  Harwinton)  ;  Candacc,  born  in  1782,  mar- 
ried Ashbel  Moses,  and  died  in  1877  (she  was 
buried  in  New  York)  ;  Norman,  born  in  1786,  mar- 
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rir«l  I)i;iiitl)a  Kubcrls,  and  died  in  Iiuliana  in  1S4S;  ' 
/(.r.as.  born  in  1788,  is  mentioned  below;  Panihie, 
l>-.:n  ni  i^Oj,  died  in  1878,  and  is  bnried  in  liunler,  ' 
N.   ^  .   (:'b<^  married  lirsi   Tiieophihis   JJ>er,  and 
si:c- .nd  l'"isk  Beaehj. 

Zenas  Dyer,  onr  .>iiliject's  grandfather,  was  born 
on  t!ic  old  homestead  in  Canton  in  1788,  and  fur 
inanv  vears  resided  at  our  subjeet's  present  farm.  , 
I'or  twenty-nine  and  a  half  years  he  conducted  a 
hotel,  and  he  engaged  extensively  in  the  business 
of  distilling"  eider  brandy.  He  was  a  man  of  or-  ' 
dinarv  education  and  intelligence,  and  served  as  : 
captain  of  the  local  military  company.  lie  and  his  ! 
son  Daniel  broke  the  ground  for  the  erection  of  the  { 
Collins  Company's  plant  at  Collinsville.  He  was  i; 
an  active  member  of  N'illagc  Lodge,  No.  29,  F.  &  | 
A.  at  Collinsville,  and  for  a  number  of  years  | 
the  meetings  were  held  in  his  house.  On  Nov.  27,  ! 
1811,  he  married  Sally  Chidscy,  who  was  born  : 
Aug.  4,  1794,  daughter  of  Timothy  Chidsey,  and  1 
granddaughter  of  Joseph  Chidscy.  His  death  oc-  | 
curred  Dec.  10,  1S56,  at  his  farm,  and  he  was  buried  j 
in  the  Dyer  cemetery ;  his  wife  passed  away  July  7,  | 
18S7.  Of  their  children,  {i)  Charlotte,  born  in  I 
Canton,  Feb.  20,  1815,  died  Juy  30,  18SS.  She  ] 
married  first  Edmund  Bidweli,  Sept.  19,  1S36,  and  i 
second,  Dec.  25,  1852,  F.  J.  Garrett.  (2)  Daniel  | 
is  mentioned  below.  (3)  Lucia  Ann,  born  Oct.  5,  I 
1818,  was  married  Sept.  11,  1839,  to  the  late  E.  j 
F.  Bidweli,  and  now  resides  in  Collinsville.  (4)  ! 
Sarah,  born  Feb.  28,  1823,  was  married  Sept.  4.  j 
1853,  to  J.  F.  King,  of  New  Hartford,  who  died  j 
Jime  2,  1900.    (5)  One  died  in  infancy  unnamed,  j 

Daniel  Dyer,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  at  1 
the  i)resent  homestead  ]\Iarch  8,  18 17,  and  received  | 
a  common-school  education,  and  as  he  was  lond  of  i 
reading  he  kept  well  informed  upon  the  issues  of  j 
the  day.  As  a  A-oung  man  he  went  to  St.  Louis,  ; 
Mo.,  by  team;  in  the  party  were  thirty-two  two- 
horse  teams,  taking  thirty-one  days  to  make  the  j 
trip,  and  for  two  years  he  was  engaged  in  selling  \ 
clocks  in  tlie  West  for  Wadsworth  &  Peck,  meeting  | 
with  fair  success.  In  boyhood  he  worked  with  his  j 
father  at  the  foundation  of  the  Collins  Company's  j 
works  in  Collinsville,  and  on  his  return  from  the  | 
West  he  settled  on  the  homestead,  and  conducted  j 
the  hotel  for  several  years.  He  made  many  im- 
l^rowments  on  the  place,  which  contains  300  acres  : 
of  land,  and  in  addition  to  general  farming,  stock 
raising  and  dairying  he  conducted  the  business  of  | 
distilling  cider  brandy.  He  was  also  a  contractor  I 
for  repairing  and  building  roads,  and  held  for  thir-  | 
teen  years  the  contract  for  keeiiing  the  Albany  &  I 
Hartford  turnpike,  from  Hartford  to  New  Hart- 
ford, in  general  repair.  He  was  noted  for  his  hon- 
esty as  well  as  for  his  industry  and  business  tact,  i 
and  he  was  much  esteemed  in  tlie  community.  Po-  ' 
itically  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  in  his  religious  | 
views  he  was  liberal,  although  he  made  the  Golden  j 
Rule  the  guide  for  his  conduct.  ^Ir.  Dyer  died  | 
May  II,  1876,  and  was  buried  in  the  Dyer  cemetery.  ' 


On  May  G,  1S52,  he  was  married  in  Canton  to  Sus.in 
Lyon,  who  was  born  July  10,  1820,  in  Gustavus, 
Ohio,  daughter  of  .Varoii  Lyon,  a  native  of  East 
lladdam,  Conn.,  and  his  wife  Harriot  (^Bidweli), 
a  native  of  Canton.  Mrs.  D}  cr  died  Feb.  23,  1892. 
She  was  a  lady  of  refinement,  a  student  at  Obcrlin 
College,  and  taught  in  a  public  school  in  C)hio  pre- 
vious to  her  marriage.    She  made  many  friends. 

Our  subject  was  born  at  the  homesteatl  June  4, 
1853,  being  an  only  child  inherited  the  farm. 
He  secured  his  literary  education  in  the  district 
schools  of  Canton,  the  high  school  at  Collinsville, 
W'illiston  Seminary,  Easlhampton,  ]Mass.,  aiul  the 
Eastman  Business  College,  Poughkcepsie,  N.  Y. 
Since  taking  possession  of  the  farm  he  has  devoted 
special  attention  to  stock  raising,  dairying  and  to- 
bacco growing,  and  has  made  extensive  additions 
to  the  distillery  and  farm,  "now  owning  about  500 
acres.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Canton  Creamery 
Association,  and  helped  to  organize  the  Cherry  Park 
Agricultural  Association,  in  which  he  is  a  director. 
He  is  liberal  in  religious  belief,  and  his  progressive 
ideas,  genial  disposition  and  upright,  lionorable  char- 
acter have  won  him  high  standing  as  a  citizen.  He 
is  a  stanch  Democrat,  and  has  served  as  selectman, 
road  commissioner  and  school  committeeman.  Fra- 
ternally Mr.  Dyer  is  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason, 
belonging  to  Village  Lodge,  No.  29,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Col- 
linsville; Washington  Commandery,  No.  i,  K.  T. 
(the  oldest  commandery  in  the  United  States)  ;  the 
Supreme  Council ;  and  Sphinx  Temple,  A.  A.  O. 
N.  M.  S.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Order  of  Red 
Men ;  Grange  No.  34,  Canton ;  and  the  State 
Grange. 

On  June  13,  1876,  ~Mr.  Dyer  married  ]\Iiss  Har- 
riet ^Nlaria  Case,  who  was  born  in  Canton  Jan.  21, 
1857,  daughter  of  Franklin  Case,  and  sister  of  Ben- 
jamin F.  Case,  of  Canton.  She  was  educated  in 
the  district  schools  of  Canton  and  the  Connecticut 
Literary  Institute,  Suffield,  and  her  intelligence  and 
good  judgment  make  her  a  true  helpmeet.  She  is 
a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  takes 
an  active  interest  in  its  w^ork.  Nine  children  have 
brightened  our  subject's  home:  Susan  Lyon,  born 
Sept.  29,  1878,  died  Jan.  17,  1889;  Sarah,  born  Sept. 
4,  1882,  graduated  in  1900  from  the  Collinsville 
liigh  school,  and  is  now  at  Lasell  Seminary,  Au- 
burndale,  Mass.;  Daniel  T.,  born  April  25,  1885, 
died  Oct.  2,  1887;  Hattie  Case,  born  Sept.  6,  1886, 
is  now  attending  the  Collinsville  high  school ;  Mary 
li.,  born  Dec.  30,  1S90;  Josephine,  born  Feb.  27, 
1892;  }vlargaret,  born  June  26,  1893;  Dora,  born 
June  6,  1895,  died  June  6.  1896;  and  Jasj^cr  Norm.an, 
born  Nov.  6,  1898. 

JAAH<:S  TANNER  was  born  in  Manchester, 
England,  April  15,  1844,  and  is  of  Irish  descent  and 
parentage.  After  receiving  a  common-school  edu- 
cation he  attended  a  commercial  college,  and  at  the 
age  of  fifteen  was  apprenticed  to  the  joiner's  trade. 

Air.  Tanner  was  married  Aug.  24,  1862,  at  the 
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early  ago  of  cigluccn  years  aiul  live  months,  to  Miss 
l""aniuc  Smith,  the  dauglUer  of  l-^iighsli  parents, 
and  born  in  the  same  eity  as  liimsell  r\laich  o,  1844. 
In  Septeniher  oi  llie  lollowing  year  (iNj^:^)  Mv.  and 
Mrs.  Tanner,  with  their  infant  (laughter,  Hhzabeth 
Jane,  set  sail  for  .W  w  York.  'J  lie  ven  age  was 
saddened  by  the  deaih  of  their  first  born,  whose 
baby  form  titey  were  compelled  to  consign  to  the 
waters  of  the  Atlantic.  Failing  to  secure  work  at 
his  trade  Mr.  [".inner  found  employment  in  the 
Lorillard  tobaeeo  manti factory,  in  iJrooklvn,  where 
he  gamed  not  a  little  knowledge  of  the  business,  so 
that  it  was  not  long  before  he  became  overseer  and 
inspector  in  the  making-up  department  of  W  atson 
&  Co.'s  factory,  a  position  w  liich  he  secured 
through  an  advertisement  in  the  Xew  York  Sun, 
and  the  high  testimonial  as  to  character  and 
ability  given  him  by  the  Lorillards"  superintendent. 

The  country  was  then  passing  through  the  ex- 
citement of  the  Civil  war,  and  the  government  ad- 
vertised for  men  for  its  civil  service  at  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  which  city  was  then  under  martial  law. 
A  desire  to  ti-avel  and  a  love  of  adventure  led  ^Mr. 
Tanner,  who  was  still  a  ver}'  young  man,  to  aban- 
don his  position  and  respond  to  the  call.  He  went 
to  Nashville  in  a  company  of  seven  hundred.  There 
he  found  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  food  furn- 
ished the  employes  so  small  and  so  poor  that  he 
remained  but  a  sh.ort  time.  Proceeding  to  Fernait- 
dina,  Fla.,  he  found  practically  the  same  state  of 
affairs,  with  the  poor  quality  of  water,  which  was 
causing  much  sickness  among  both  troops  and  civil- 
ians. He  returned  to  Brooklyn,  and  taking  his 
wife  and  child  (a  son,  William j  with  him,  went 
back  to  England,  where  he  obtained  employment  in 
a  packing-box  factory.  \\  hile  living  there  two 
more  children  were  born  to  him,  James  F.,  and 
EHzabeth  A.  In  time  ]\lr.  Tanner  grew  dissatis- 
fied with  his  stirroundings,  and  resolved  once  more 
to  seek  for  better  fortune  in  America.  Accordingly, 
in  1870,  he  again  crossed  the  ocean,  leaving  his 
family  behind,  and  landed  in  New  Y'ork  on  ^^lay  16. 
His  brother  John  was  at  that  time  a  member  of  the 
Eighth  United  States  Infantry,  stationed  in  North 
Carolina,  and  his  mother  and  sister  were  living 
in  Nortli  ^Manchester,  Conn.  He  determined 
upon  going  to  the  latter  place.  There  he  sought 
work  in  the  packing-box  department  of  Chenev 
Bros.'  mills,  and,  failing  to  secure  it,  entered  the 
spun  silk  sizing  department.  Soon  after  he  re- 
ceived tlie  melancholy  intelligence  of  the  deatii  of 
his  son  Earnest,  who  had  been  born  since  his  leav- 
ing England.  Bv  1872  he  had  saved  enough  to 
enable  him  to  build  a  home  and  send  for  his  family 
to  join  him. 

Since  their  final  settlement  in  Manchester  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Tanner  have  had  seven  children,  making 
the  issue  of  their  marriage  twelve  in  all.  Seven 
of  these  are  yet  living:  \\'illiam,  who  resides  at 
Stonington  ;  James  F.,  a  graduate  of  the  Baltimore 
Medical  College,  and  a  practicing  physician  of  Man- 


chester; Elizabeth  A,,  wife  of  William  Gates,  of 
South  Manchester;  John  C,  also  a  graduate  of  tlie 
Jkiltimore  Lni\er>ity  Medical  College,  and  is  at 
present  assistant  surgeon  at  the  .Soldiers  Hospital, 
Norotoii,  Conn.;  Ann  J.,  Mary  Edith,  and  l''annie 
Irene  are  living  at  home. 

For  twenty-eight  years  Mr.  Tanner  conlinued 
in  the  emjjloy  of  Cheney  iiros.,  remaining  in  the 
same  department,  of  which  for  twenty  years  he  was 
overseer.  During  this  lung  term  of  faithful  service 
he  suggested  and_  adoi)ted  many  important  improve- 
ments in  the  machinery  of  which  he  had  supervis- 
ion; but  in  tSyS,  owing  to  an  accident  which  in- 
dticed  nervous  prostration,  he  found  it  neccssarv  to 
abandon  further  application  to  business.  His  life 
has  been  a  notable  illustration  of  the  success  which 
may  be  achieved  through  industry  and  thrift,  when 
directed  bv  integritv  and  sotmd  judgment.  Since 
coming  to  Manchester  he  has  erected  six  tenement 
buildings,  three  of  which  (double  houses  with 
modern  improvements,  located  on  School  street) 
he  still  owns.  He  also  owns  a  modern  brick  and 
stone  apartment  hotise,  containing  six  suites,  on 
one  of  Hartford's  principal  streets.  His  handsome 
competence  he  has  accumtilated  through  his  own 
tinaided  efforts. 

Until  1884  ]\Ir.  Tanner  was  a  Democrat  in  poli- 
tics, but  the  declaration  in  favor  of  free  trade  made 
in  the  national  platform  of  that  party  in  18S4  caused 
him  and  many  other  Irish-Americans  ol  [Manchester 
to  desert  their  former  stand  and  enroll  themselves 
under  the  Republican  banner.  They  connected 
themselves  with  the  Irish-American  zVnti-Cleveland 
Union,  whose  headquarters  were  in  New  Y'ork.  Mr. 
Tanner  was  in  constant  communication  with  its 
secretary,  William  J.  Gleasoii,  and  cast  liis  first  Re- 
publican ballot  for  James  G.  Blaine.  Since  then  he 
has  been,  a  stanch  inember  of  that  party,  and  an 
earnest  worker  for  its  success.  He  was  elected  a 
justice  of  the  peace,  served  as  grand  juror,  and  has 
been  repeatedly  chosen  a  delegate  to  Senatorial  and 
Congressional  conventions.  He  has  also  been  an  oc- 
casional contribtttor  to  the  Press,  and  an  article  from 
his  pen  whicii  appeared  in  the  Nevv'  Y'ork  Prcss^ 
under  date  of  May  6,  1886,  attracted  much  attention,, 
and  won  for  him  some  warm  congratulation.  He  has 
been  secretary  of  the  Emmet  Branch  of  the  Irisli- 
American  National  League.  In  religious  faith  he 
is  a  Catholic,  a  member  of  St.  James'  Church,  of 
South  Manchester. 

ORSON  FOWLER  CURTIS,  of  New  Britain, 
is  one  of  the  best-known  citizens  of  that  place.  Fie 
is  }'et  a  comparatively  young  man,  but  in  various 
business  relations  lie  has  attained  a  prominence 
beyond  his  years.  Fie  is  a  descendant  of  an  old 
Colonial  family,  and  has  in  recent  years  been  closely 
allied  with  the  material  interests  of  New  Britain  as 
a  contractor  of  buildings  and  a  dealer  in  real  estate. 

Mr.  Curtis  was  born  Feb.  4,  1852,  in  New  Brit- 
ain, and  is  a  son  of  Joel  and  Abigail  (Dodge)  Cur- 
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lis.  The  family  is  of  Scoicli-Iris]i  Protestant 
origin,  and  his  earliest  American  ancestors  came  to 
this  coiuitry  about  two  lumdred  years  ago,  settling 
in  -Massacluisetts.  The  great  grandf;-,ther  of  our 
subject,  Lenuicl  Curtis,  located  at  Antrim,  X.  IL, 
and  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Revolutionarv  war  took 
i\p  the  cause  of  the  struggling  Colonists,  being  one 
of  the  lirst  men  to  enlist  from  the  village  of  Antrim. 
The  history  of  Antrim,  X.  JT.,  by  W.  R.  Cochrane 
(iSSo),  says  of  the  ancestors  of  iNIr.  Ctirtis:  Two 
brothers,  Lemuel  (the  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject  )  and  Stephen,  sons  of  Jacob  and  ^lary 
(Styles)  Curtis,  of  Amherst,  previously  of  Box- 
ford,  ^lass.,  came  here  in  1784,  soon  after  the  close 
of  the  Revolutionary  war,  during  the  whole  of 
which  they  served,  and  began  to  clear  on  Windsor 
JVJountain,  near  Antrim  Xorlh  Line.  Lemuel  mar- 
ried Mary  Smith,  and  had  children  as  follows : 
Anna,  who  married  Levi  Curtis  April  i,  1S16; 
Sarah,  who  married  James  \\  alker  June  22,  1813, 
and  lived  and  died  in  Windsor;  r\Iary,  who  married 
John  A.  Lyon,  Dec.  30,  1824,  and  lived  a  while  at 
North  Branch,  after  his  death  removing  to  Wind- 
sor, where  she  died;  Hannah,  now  (18S0)  living 
alone  in  Windsor,  at  an  advanced  age ;  David,  who 
married  Betsey  Swett,  whose  children  all  died 
young  (his  second  wife  was  Sally  Swett,  and  they 
now  (1880)  live  in  Windsor)  ;  Lemuel,  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  married  Pamelia  Webster  Feb.  28, 
1822,  and  lived  on  the  old  homestead,  where  he  died. 

The  children  of  Lemuel  and  Pamelia  (Webster) 
Curtis  were  as  follows:  (ij  Joel,  the  father  of  oitr 
subject;  (2)  Luther  S.,  who  married  (hrst)  Sarah 
C.  Smith,  of  Hillsboro,  and  (second)  'Mrs.  Sarah 
H.  Burnham,  of  Hillsboro,  Xov.  26,  1-876  (he  has 
one  daughter,  ]\Liry,  born  r^Jay  29,  1856)  ;  (3)  Luke, 
who  married  Lydia  E.  Drew,  went  to  Kansas,  and 
died  in  1864;  (4)  Washington,  who  went  to  Kansas 
in  1856,  and  died  in  1863,  in  the  I'nited  States 
service;  (5)  Xathan.  wlio  married  Hannah  Twiss, 
and  lives  in  Stoddard;  and  (6j  Harlan,  who  died 
in  Kansas  in  1857. 

Joel  Curtis,  the  father  of  our  subject,  married, 
Nov.  28,  1849,  Abigail  Dodge,  who  was  born  in 
Hopkinton,  X.  H.,  June  25,  1828,  and  died  April 
20,^1896.  Their  family  consisted  of  three  children: 
Orson  F.,  our  subject,  born  Feb.  4,  1852;  George 
W.,  born  ]March  11,  i860;  Lestor  P.,  born  .\ng. 
22,  1867.  Joel  Curtis  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil 
war,  having  served  in  1861-63. 

Mr.  Curtis'  maternal  ancestry  has  been  famous 
in  history,  the  line  of  the  Dodge  family  being  traced 
back  to  the  year  1450.  One  of  his  forefathers 
was  Richard  Dodge,  who  in  1638  migrated  from 
England  and  settled  in  Salem,  ]\lass.  11c  held  vari- 
ous public  offices  in  his  day,  and  his  descendants 
down  to  the  present  time  have  ever  been  identified 
with  their  country's  history.  The  maternal  line 
of  descent  of  Air.  Curtis  is  through  Richard,  John 
(i),  John  (2),  Phineas,  Ebenczcr,  Ephraim,_and 
Asa  Dodge. 


(I)  Richard  Dodge  came  over  from 


England,  and  arrived  at  Salem,  Mass.,  in  163S. 
(H)  Lieut.  John  (i)  Dodge,  his  son,  was  b<-'ru  in 
England  in  1031,  and  died  in  1711.  (HIj  John 
Dodge  (2),  born  April  15,  1602,  tlied  Jan.  iS,  1703- 
04,  in  his  fort)-second  year.  He  married  (first) 
Martha  Fisk,  and  (second  )  Ruth  Crover.  (1\  ) 
Phineas  Dodge',  born  in  Wenham,  May  23,  i688, 
died  at  Wenham  July  19,  1759.  He  married  Martha 
Edwards.  {\' )  Ebenezer  Dodge  was  born  prob- 
ably in  Wenliam,  date  not  known.  He  married 
Alarch  27,  1750-51,  Mary  Dodge,  of  Wenham. 
(\Tj  Ephraim  Dodge,  born  July  12,  1772,  at  Xew- 
buryport,  Alass.,  married  in  1797  Hannah.  Symonds, 
of  Topsfield,  moved  to  Henniker,  X.  H.,  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1803,  and  died  June  2,  1862.  (\  H)  Asa 
Dodge,  born  Sept.  28,  1798,  married  Anna  Rice, 
and  died  Sept.  (>,  1881.  (\'Hlj  Abigail  Dodge 
married  Joel  Curtis. 

Until  he  reached  his  si.xtccnlh  year  Orson  F. 
Curtis,  our  subject,  was  a  school  boy,  who  was  ex- 
pected to  devote  his  attention  chiefly  to  his  books, 
and  then,  when  his  school  days  ended,  he  began  life 
for  himself,  sectiring  work  on  a  farm.  Soon 
after  he  began  an  apprenticeship  at  the  carpenter's 
trade,  and,  not  content  with  the  superficial  knowl- 
edge which  ends  the  training  of  too  many  tradesmen, 
he  api:)lied  himself  to  the  mastery  of  the  trade,  with 
a  success  that  his  fntttre  career  has  demonstrated 
to  be  most  complete.  But  though  pre-eminently 
a  man  of  action  ]\Ir.  Curtis  has  not  neglected  the 
advantages  which  come  from  a  close  acquaintance 
with  books  and  their  contents.  He  has  by  system- 
atic and  close  reading  kept  himself  informed  both 
upon  current  thought  and  upon  occurrences  of 
general  note,  aitd  upon  those  matters  which  relate 
more  especiall}'  to  his  own  business.  He  followed 
his  trade  for  a  number  of  years  in  various  places, 
thus  gaining  a  wide  experience,  and  in  1883  he 
launched  in  business  for  himself  at  X'ew  Britain. 
He  gave  special  attention  to  contracting,  and  in  a 
short  time,  by  the  ability  he  displayed,  found  him- 
self in  command  of  a  reputation  and  patronage  that 
was  unexcelled.  Fie  has  erected  not  only  several 
of  the  best  private  residences  in  Xew  Britain,  but 
has  also  been  entrusted  with  the  construction  of 
many  of  the  principal  public  buildings,  and  is  now 
acknowledged  to  be  one  of  the  leading  builders  of 
the  city.  In  recent  years  he  has  turned  his  attention 
to  real-estate  matters  on  a  large  scale,  and  also  to 
the  renting  and  sale  of  improved  property. 

Mr.  Curtis  is  not  a  stranger  in  political  circles. 
His  sympathies  have  always  been  with  the  Re]nib- 
lican  party,  and  his  hv>t  Presidential  vnte  was  cast 
in  1876  at  Raleigh,  X.  C,  where  he  was  then  re- 
siding, for  Rutherford  V>.  Hayes.  In  1896  he  was 
elected  alderman  from  the  Third  ward,  in  the  fol- 
lowing year  he  was  unanimously  re-nominated  and 
re-elected,  and  in  1899  was  again  nominated  (by 
acclamation)  and  elected.  In  1897  he  was  made 
jjresident  [to  ion.  of  the  city  coimcil.  lie  was 
delegate  tu  the  Slate  conventions  of  j89()  and  1898, 
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has  I'ccn  member  of  the  Republican  town  committee, 
cic.  During  his  connection  with  ilic  city  g-overn- 
inent  Mr.  Curtis  has  been  intrumental  in  securing: 
several  needed  pulilic  im])rovements,  and  in  bring- 
ing about  better  management  in  the'  transaction  of 
city  business,  insisting  on  liaving  comjxtent  men 
to  handle  it.  lie  is  associated  witli  \arious  promi- 
nent clubs  and  societies  including  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
the  Kniq-hts  of  I'vthias.  the  Independent  Order  of 
Red  -Me^n.  O.  U.  A.  M.,  etc. 

Mr.  Curtis  was  married,  [March  22,  1S76,  at 
Raleigh,  N.  C,  to  Miss  ]\[ary  Williams,  of  that 
city,  and  they  have  had  eiglit  children,  six  sons  and 
two  daughters,  of  whom  two  sons  are  deceased. 
Their  son  Edwin  served  in  the  1st  Connecticut 
Regiment  in  the  Spanish-American  war,  in  1898. 

GEORGE  FREDERICK  CLARK,  one  of  the 
representative  farmers  and  stock  dealers  of  Xorth 
Granby,  is  a  native  of  Hartford  county,  born  in 
East  liartland.  Sept,  23,  1861,  and  belongs  to  an 
old  New  England  family,  which  was  founded  in 
tliis  country  by  seven  brothers,  who  came  to  our 
shores  from  England  in  the  latter  part  of  the  seven- 
teenth century  and  located  in  Rhode  Island.  From 
there  they  scattered  to  different  parts  of  the  New 
England  States. 

Comfort  Clark,  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Stonington.  R.  I.,  and  when  a 
young  man  removed  to  Otis,  ?\Ia5s.,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  throughout  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  He  aided  the  Colonies  in  their  struggle  for 
independence  as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  was  one  of  the  highly-respected  citizens  of 
Otis,  where  he  died  and  was  buried.  Plis  children 
were  Samuel ;  Comfort ;  Lyman  ;  Chauncey  ;  and 
Fanny,  wife  of  James  Clark.  All  died  in  Massa- 
chusetts with  the  exception  of  Lyman  and  Chaun- 
cey, who  died  in  Connecticut. 

Chauncey  Clark,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was 
born  in  Otis,  IMass.,  in  1S05,  and  was  reared  and 
educated  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  town. 
When  a  young  man  he  removed  to  Granville,  !Mass., 
where  he  engaged  in  farming  for  some  years,  but 
later  spent  a  short  time  in  New  Boston,  and  in  1S43 
located  at  East  Hartland,  where  he  followed  agri- 
cultural pursuics  tmtil  after  the  Civil  war  broke  out. 
With  the  blood  of  Revolutionary  heroes  flowing  in 
his  veins,  he  could  not  remain  quietly  at  home  wlien 
the  L'nion  was  in  peril,  and  enlisted,  becoming  a 
private  in  the  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery.  Wdiile 
on  his  way  to  the  front  he  was  drov.-nerl  while 
crossing  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  and  his  body  was 
never  recovered.  In  politics  he  was  a  Jacksonian 
Democrat,  but  was  never  an  office  seeker.  He  was 
a  strong  man,  well-built,  weighing  over  200  pounds, 
and  was  a  hard  worker.  In  Massachusetts  he  was 
married  to  3vliss  Ruth  Ann  Yorlc,  a  native  of  Ston- 
ington, R.  I.,  and  a  daughter  of  Stephen  York, 
wlio  was  also  a  Revolutionary  soldier.    She  was  an 


1  earnest  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
I  died  in  that  faith  in  1848,  being  laid  to  rest  in  East 
i  liartland  cemetery.    In  the  family  were  five  chil- 
dren  ;  ij  )  William  W.,  father  of  our  subject.  (2) 
'.  Augu>ius,  born  June  13.  1833,  is  a  farmer  of  West 
I  Granb\- ;  he  hrst  luarried  iiUen  Messenger,  who 
died  A;)ril  18,  1888,  leaving  one  child,  Willis,  now 
I  deceased,  and  he  later  wedded   Ella  S.  Daniels. 
(3)  Eliza  is  now  the  widow  of  Armenus  Alessenger, 
and  a   resident  of  West  Granl)y.    (4)  Chauncev 
died  young.  (5)  Lester  S.  is  a  resident  of  North 
j  Granb}'. 

\\"il!iam  W.  Clark,  our  subject's  father,  was 
i  born  in  Tolland,  Mass.,  Apiil  10,  1S32,  and  was 
!  ten  years  old  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to 
Hartland,  Conn.,  where  he  attended  the  district 
schools  and  worked  at  the  carpenter's  and  joiner's 
trade  for  several  years,  and  also  at  wagonmaking 
for  fourteen  years  in  East  Hartland.  For  a  time 
he  was  employed  in  the  sawmill  of  liarvey  Godard, 
of  North  Granby,  and  since  then  has  engaged  in 
farming  in  West  Granby,  where  he  now  resides. 
He  manifested  his  patriotism  and  love  of  country 
by  enlisting,  in  1862,  in  Company  E,  Twenty-fifth 
Conn.  \''.  I.,  under  Capt.  Johnson  and  Col.  George 
P.  Bisscll,  and  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  he 
participated  in  several  engagements.  He  contracted 
the  measles  and,  later,  chills  and  fever,  and  was 
sent  to  the  ^Marine  Hospital,  New  Orleans,  where 
he  was  confined  for  six  weeks.  After  thirteen 
months  and  fourteen  days  spent  in  the  service  of 
his  country  he  was  mustered  out,  at  Hartford,  in 
1S63.  He  is  to-day  an  honored  and  highly-re- 
spected citizen  of  his  community,  and  a  Democrat 
in  politics.  ]\Ir.  Clark  was  married,  in  Granby, 
in  1856,  to  ?\iiss  Jane  Case,  a  native  of  that  place, 
and  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Deborah  (Messen- 
ger) Case.  To  them  were  born  six  children  :  Jo- 
seph, a  farmer  of  Copper  Hill,  East  Granby ; 
George,  our  subject;  Anna,  also  a  resident  of  Cop- 
per Hill ;  ]\Iarie,  wife  of  George  Butler,  a  dentist, 
of  Simsbury :  Lilla,  wife  of  Thomas  Burton,  of 
Bloomfield ;  and  Charles,  a  resident  of  Copper 
Hill.  The  wife  and  mother  was  called  to  her 
final  rest  in  1886,  and  was  buried  in  Granby. 

George  I'.  Clark  is  indebted  to  the  common 
schools  of  his  district  fur  his  educational  privileges. 
At  the  early  age  of  nine  years  he  started  out  to 
make  his  own  way  in  the  world,  woiking  as  a 
farm  hand  during  the  summer  at  $5  per  month, 
while  during  the  winter  season  l.c  devoted  his  en- 
ergies to  educating  himself.  Until  twenty-eight 
years  of  age  he  continued  to  work  for  farmers 
in  Sufficld,  l^ast  Granby  and  Granby.  and  having 
saved  a  little  money  from  his  wages  he  jjurchased 
twenty  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  located  in  1888, 
but  after  operating  it  for  five  years  he  sold  the 
place  and  bought  liis  present  farm  in  the  town  of 
Granby,  which  comprises  ninety  acres  and  is  known 
as  the  ]Ia)es  farm.  Here  for  the  past  six  years 
he  has  successfully  engaged  in  general  farming  and 
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dair\ini;,  ami  at  tho  samo  time  has  done  a  good 
Imsincss  as  a  slock  rai^ol■  and  d.caler. 

On  iXc.  J,  ]88S.  Mr.  Clark  was  married,  in 
tjranliv,  to  .\Ii.-.s  llninui  A.  JDcwey,  a  lady  ul  cul- 
ture and  reiinLinent,  and  a  dauglilcr  of  Henry  J. 
iVwev.  sn]HTintendent  ot  the  Granby  Creamery. 
'I'lifV  have  two  children,  T'llis  F  ed^rick  and  Laura 
Dewev.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  are  widely  and  favor- 
ablv  known,  and  are  prominent  members  of  the 
Coiii^regational  Ch.ureh  of  North  Granby,  wdiere 
he  is  now  serving  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school  and  a  member  of  the  church  committee. 
Jie  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Republican  partv, 
has  most  efficieritly  served  his  fellow  citizens  a.s  tax 
collector,  and  in  189S  was  elected  second  selectman 
of  Granby. 

JOIiX  LOOMIS  is  one  of  those  successful  ag- 
riculturists who  have  done  much  toward  upbuild- 
ing Hartford  county,  in  connection  with  her  man- 
ufactures. He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Bolton, 
Tolland  comity,  on  Christmas  Day,  1S36. 

After  the  death  of  his  mother,  which  occurred 
when  he  was  but  seven  years  old,  he  was  obliged 
to  find  a  home  with  a  farmer,  wdio  boarded  and 
clothed  him  in  consideration  of  such  work  about 
the  farm  as  his  youth  permitted  him  to  perform. 
His  educational  opportunities  were  limited,  yet  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  he  was  able  to  avail  himself  of 
one  term's  tuition  at  the  old  academy  at  ]\Ian- 
chester  Center.  At  that  time  this  school  was  lo- 
cated in  the  building  now  known  as  the  ^ilasonic 
Hall,  on  the  public  square.  His  slender  means, 
however,  did  not  permit  him  long  to  continue  his 
studies,  and  he  found  himself  soon  compelled  to 
return  to  work  as  a  farm  laborer. 

^^'ith  the  firing  of  the  first  Confederate  gun  in 
Charleston  Harbor  3>Ir.  Loomis"  patriotic  spirit  was 
stirred  to  its  inmost  depths,  and  in  December,  1861, 
he_  enlisted  in  the  ist  Connecticut  Light  Battery, 
being  mustered  in  for  three  years  at  Meriden 
Dec.  2,  1 86 1.  For  three  years  he  served  with 
marked  gallantry,  and  on  Dec.  2,  1864,  he  received 
an  honorable  discharge.  The  following  year  (1865) 
he  bought  a  farm  in  the  Society  of  Gilead,  town 
of  Hebron,  Tolland  county,  on  which  he  resided 
for  a  year,  wdien  he  purchased  .the  [Manchester 
farm,  on  wdiich  he  vet  resides.  This  place  em- 
braces no  acres  of  arable  land,  and  is  well  im- 
proved. It  is  situated  on  Keeney  street,  about  two 
miles  from  the  business  center  of  Manchester. 

On  Oct.  16,  1865,  Mr.  Loom  is  was  married  to 
^Hss  Kate  Keeney,  and  to  their  union  have  been 
born  nine  cliildrcn,  three  of  whom  are  deceased — 
Minnie  L.,  Burdctte  F.  and  Warner  M.  The 
names  of  those  living  are:  Keenev  B..  Clara  E., 
Elvie  M.,  Arthur  E.,'  Mavo  A.  and'  :\Label  J. 

Politically  yiv.  Loomis  is  a  Repul)lican,  but 
he  has  never  sou.oiit  political  preferment;  how- 
ever, he  has  held  several  ofhces,  among  tlieni  that 
of  deputy  sheriff,  under  Alvin  Spalding,  f(jr  fi\e 


'  years  discharging  tlie  duties  of  this  position  with 
credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  the  law-abiding 
^  element  of  the  community.  He  is  a  member  of 
:  Drake  Biist,  Xo.  ..1,  G.  A.  R.,  and  in  religious  con- 
i  nection  an  earnest  and  consistent  member  of  the 
!  Methodist  Episcopal  Cr.urch,  having  been  one  (_>f 
the  trilstees  of  the  -local  society  for  several  vears. 

W1LLL\M     H.    AL\RTLX,    proprietor  of 
'Txound  Hill  l-"arm."  is  a  successful  tobacco  grower, 
and  a  breeder  of  thoroughbred  ^linorcas,  single- 
comb  White  Leghorn  and  barred  Plymouth  Rock 
fowls.    He  was  born  in  Kidderminster,  England, 
May  12,  1859,  a  son  of  \\'i}liam  and  Harriet  E. 
(Moore)  ]\Lartin.    His  paternal  grandfather,  Alex- 
ander ]\lartin,  came  to  America  in  1848.  and  lo- 
cated in  Bedford,  [Mass..  wdiere  he  started  the  first 
power  brussels   loom   in   the  United   States,  for 
weaving  brussels  carpet,  and  spun  and  dyed  his 
ow^n  yarns.    He  was  connected  in  business  with 
the  Sloans,  of  Xew  York  City.    He  died  in  ]\Lav- 
nard,  [Mass.,  July  12,  1S71.    On  j\Iay  16,  1827,  Mr. 
[Martin  married  Susan  Ivirby. 
I       The  father  of  our  subject  was  also  a  weaver 
j  by  trade.    He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1848, 
j  and  finding  his  father  in  Astoria,  Hell  Gate,  X. 
j  Y.,  making  gun  swabs  for  the  United  States  Xa^-y 
j  on  hand  looms,  he  enlisted  in  the  L'nited  States 
Xavy,  and    served  three    years    on  the  frigate 
"Constitution."     For  twenty-five    years    he  was 
overseer  of  the  carpet  department  of  the  Hartford 
Company's  works,  at  Thompsonville,  and  was  one 
j  of  the  most  expert  weavers  of  his  day.    To  Will- 
!  iam  and  Harriet  E.  [Martin  were  born  nine  chil- 
1  dren:     William  H. ;  Harriet  M.   ([Mrs.  Rudolph 
I  Thuer)  ;   Henry    K. ;    Alexander;    Alice  ([\Irs. 
I  Charles  Gliesman)  ;  Alfred  J. ;  Emily  ]\L  ([\Irs. 
\  Fred  G.  Smith)  ;  Fred  [\L  ;  and  a  son  wdio  died  in 
infancy.    The  father  of  these  died  in  Thompson- 
ville in  1895.  the  mother  on  April  18,  1882.  aged 
fort3--nine  years. 

William  H.  [Martin  came  to  Thompsonville  in 
1868,  and  there  he  was  reared  to  manhood.  He 
learned  the  weaver's  trade,  and  followed  that  vo- 
i  cation  for  twenty-three  years  v/ith  the  Hartford 
i  Carpet  W"orks  Co.  at  Thompsonville,  for  twenty- 
I  two  years  of  that  period  weaving  an  average  of 
I  over  fifty  yards  of  brussels  carpet  per  day;  he  w^as 
j  conceded  by  all  to  be  the  fastest  power-loom  weaver 
j  at  that  time.  In  April,  1892,  he  left  the  mills  and 
{  embarked  in  his  present  business  at  Scitico.  [\fr. 
j  [Martin  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  wife 
j  was  Catherine  Savage,  of  Thompsonville,  and,  his 
i  second,  Alice  E.,  daughter  of  John  and  Hannah 
j  (Trevitt)  ^\dlite,  of  Thompsonville,  formerly  of 
I  England,  her  fatlier  being  one  of  the  first  i)Ower- 
j  loom  brussels  carpet  men  to  locate  here.  He  died 
i  at  Thompsonville*  X'ov.  2,  1891.  One  son,  Wilbur 
;  Trevitt,  was  born  to  [Mr.  ancl  [Mrs.  [^^artin  .Nfarch 
j  13,  1900.  [Mr.  [Martin  is  a  Republican,  and  butli 
'  he  and  his  wife  are  memlxTs  of  the  ^^.  F..  Chm-ch. 
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llcnry  K.  Martin,  sccuikI  son  of  William  [Mar- 
tin, is  siill  in  the  carpcL  business,  anil  is  known 
to  the  trade  as  one  of  the  most  expert  loom  n.en 
of  the  ilay.  Jle  worked  ei^liteen  VLars  for  the 
riartforU  Carpet  Co.,  and  in  i)eeeniber,  1S05.  went 
to  S])nng'lield.  Mass..  10  start  the  carpet  eonipanv 
known  as  the  I'.urtworth  Carjiet  I'o.  lie  put  the 
establishment  in  operation,  and  liuilt  four  Buriworth 
looms,  known  as  the  Burtworth  Double  Pile  Wilton 
looms,  the  only  looms  of  the  kind  in  the  world.  He 
is  now  with  the  same  company  in  Chicopee,  Mass., 
where  they  ha\e  sixteen  looms  under  ins  superin- 
tendence. 

HOX.  JOHN  A.  DuBOX.  More  than  ordi- 
nary interest  attaches  to  the  history  of  this  well- 
known  citizen,  whose  record  as  a  gallant  soldier, 
successful  business  man,  and  able  and  public-spirited 
legislator  commands  admiration  and  esteem.  X'o 
one,  meeting  him  to-day,  and  noting  his  wide  range 
of  culture  and  the  many  evidences  of  his  personal 
worth  and  dignity,  would  imagine  that  he  began 
life  witliout  capital  or  influential  friends,  not  even 
having  any  educational  advantages  to  speak  of  un- 
til he  was  twenty  years  old.  In  such  a  biography  as 
this  the  reader  cannot  fail  to  find  much  to  inspire 
faith  in  human  possibilities,  and  to  any  ambitious 
youth  it  will  be  a  helpful  object  lesson. 

Mr.  DuBon  was  born  i\larch  19,  1844,  in  New 
York  City,  and  is  of  French  ancestry  in  the  paternal 
line.  John  DuBon,  his  grandfather,  was  born  and 
reared  in  France,  but  made  his  permanent  home  in 
Germany,  where  he'  followed  farming  as  an  occu- 
pation. John  DuBon  (2),  his  father,  was  a  native 
of  Heidelberg,  Germany,  and  after  acquiring  a  thor- 
ough knowledge  of  farm  work  as  a  lad,  he  deter- 
mined, at  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  to  come  to  the 
United  States  and  seek  a  better  opening.  For  some 
years  he  resided  in  Xew  York  City,  but  later  he  set- 
tled in  Columbia  county  and  finally  in  Dutchess 
county,  X.  Y.  In  1828,  while  in  Xc-w  York  City, 
he  married  Miss  Catherine  Meyer,  a  native  of  Ger- 
many," who  was  born  in  181 1,  daughter  of  John 
iMeyer,  and  a  member  of  a  wealthy  and  prominent 
family.  Eight  children  were  horn  to  this  union, 
our  subject  being  the  second  child  and  the  eldest 
son.  Mrs.  DuBon  came  to  America  with  her 
sister  when  but  fifteen  years  of  age ;  she  died  in 
Stein  way,  X.  Y.,  July  5,  1899. 

As  his  parents  were  in  limited  circumstancts, 
Mr.  DuBon  had  few  opportunities  for  book  learn- 
ing, as  he  not  only  found  plenty  to  do  at  home, 
but  took  an  active  share  in  iiread-winning  from  an 
early  age.  As  a  bov  he  worlced  in  a  clock  shop  in 
New  York  City,  and  after  the  removal  of  the  family 
to  the  country  districts  he  was  frequently  employed 
by  farmers  near  his  home.  .Vt  Jtimes  he  attended 
night  school  while  in  the  cii\-,  and  while  in  the 
country  his  only  chance  for  stud}'  was  in  the  garret, 
lifter  his  long  da}-'s  work  was  d(jne,  his  hours  at 
bis  books  being  determined  by  the  length  of  the 


candle  given  him.  In  iSfq,  at  the  age  of  twenty 
years,  he  enlisted,  in  the  3rd  Xew  York  Light  Ar- 
tillery, .\rmy  of  the  I'otomac,  and  at  that  time  he 
was  hardly  eompcti  iit  to  write  a  letter.  I'ortunately 
a  friend  who  enli.-ied  with  him  was  much  better 
educated,  and  through  his  assistance,  during  the 
leisure  hours  of  camp  life,  Mr.  DuBon  Was  enabled, 
to  greatly  increase  his  store  of  knowdedge,  his  keen 
mind  seizing  readily  upon  the  long  craved  privileges 
of  studying  under  an  instructor.  He  remained  in 
the  service  about  a  vear,  under  CaiH.  Howe,  being 
discharged  after  peace  was  declared,  and  on  his 
return  to  Dutchess  county  resumed  his  work  as  a 
farm  hand,  continuing  for  some  years.  He  then 
took  a  position  in  a  gristmill  at  Fine  Plains,  X'. 
Y.,  but  after  learning  the  business  thoroughly  he 
was  obliged  to  give  it  up  on  account  of  ill  health. 
As  his  attention  had  been  previously  directed  to 
tlie  large  profits  of  tobacco  culture,  he  had  been 
reading  such  works  on  that  subject  as  he  could  ob- 
tain, and  in  1872  he  came  to  this  section  to  gain 
practical  experience  in  the  employ  of  John  O.  I'helps, 
a  farmer'  near  Poquonock.  He  speedily  acquired 
skill,  and  for  some  time  was  employed  as  overseer 
by  J.  M.  Brown  and  others,  becoming  known  as 
an  expert.  During  the  summer  of  1874,  how^ever, 
he  worked  as  a  general  farm  hand  at  ditterent  places, 
and  later  he  found  himself  imable  to  readily  secure 
a  position  in  his  chosen  line  of  work,  but  in  1878 
he  engaged  in  business  on  his  own  account  at  his 
present  farm,  formerh'  known  as  the  Owen  farm, 
which  he  rented  for  a  year.  The  venture  proved 
so  successful  that  he  purchased  the  place,  going  in 
debt  for  practically  the  entire  price.  The  farm  was 
in  the  most  unimproved  condition,  the  buildings 
being  hardly  habitable,  but  Mr.  DuBon  was  indus- 
trious and  energetic,  and  each  year  saw^  substantial 
improvements  made  under  his  inspiring  stimulus 
of  the  hope  of  having  a  home  of  his  own.  His 
present  residence  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  town,  and 
is  equipped  with  all  modern  conveniences,  wdiile  his 
other  buildings  are  all  models  of  their  kind.  He 
has  also  added  to  the  place,  and  some  time  ago  he 
bought  another  farm  in  the  same  locality,  wdiich 
also  shows  the  eitects  of  his  vigorous  management. 

r\Ir.  DuBon  is  regarded  as  an  authority  on  all 
matters  relating  to  tobacco  growing,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Xew  England  Tobacco  Growers  Associa- 
tion, and  a  director  in  the  Connecticut  Tobacco  Ex- 
periment Co.,  of  which  he  has  been  superintendent 
for  the  past  six  years.  In  the  spring  of  1900  the 
State  of  Connecticut  decided  to  make  experiments 
in  tobacco  raising,  and  a  shed,  36x560  feet  in  di- 
mensions, has  been  erected  for  growing  tobacco 
under  cover,  the  attempt  being  to  raise  a  Sumatra 
quality,  superior  to  ■  the  grafle  now  raised.  The 
roof,  of  gauze  or  canvas,  permits  the  rain  to  pass 
through,  and  at  tlie  same  time  affords  protection 
to  the  plants.  Mr.  DuBon  has  been  made  super- 
intendent of  this  work.  He  lias  been  very  success- 
ful DU  his  own  aecmmt,  and  some  lime  ago  succeeded 


f 


f 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


681 


in  rai^iny  six  acres  which  yicklcd  J.J50  pounds  per 
aero,  a  gwd  avciage  being  i.yoo  ixiunds.  Alihough 
small  in  stature  he  has  inibounJed  energy,  and  his 
systematic  methods  make  it  possible  for  him  to  do 
an  innnense  amount  of  work.  He  finds  time  for  a 
helpful  ]iariicipation  in  local  atYairs,  having  been 
a  member  of  tlie  scliool  aimmittee  of  District  Xo. 
9  for  several  years,  and  he  is  one  of  the  trusted 
advisors  of  the  Republican  pariv  in  his  localitv,  in 
the  spring  of  1900  being  appointed  one  of  the  town 
conin.iiitee  of  five.  While  he  is  not  eager  for  official 
honors,  he  has  served  as  assessor  and  member  f 
the  board  of  relief,  and  1895  he  represented  his 
town  in  the  State  Legislature,  being  a  member  of 
the  committee  on  Agriculture  while  in  the  House, 
representing  Hartford  county. 

On  Sept.  2,  18CX9,  Mr.  DuBon  married  INIiss 
Lorinda  Decker,  daughter  of  John  Decker,  a  promi- 
nent resident  of  Colimibia  county,  X.  Y.,  and  three 
children  have  blessed  the  union :  Austin  died  in 
infancy ;  Adelbcrt  and  ^Nlaud  are  both  at  home. 
Socially  'Mr.  DuBon  and  his  wife  are  much  re- 
spected, and  he  is  identified  with  Converse  Post,  Xo. 
67,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Windsor  Locks. 

GEORGE  C.  EXO,  of  Simsbury,  comes  of  one 
of  the  oldest  and  most  respected  families  of  Con- 
necticut, and  is  of  the  seventh  generation  in  descent 
front  James  Eno,  who  settled  in  A^'indsor  in  1643, 
the  line  being  traced  through  James,  Jr.,  born  in 
165T  :  David,  1702;  Jonathan.  173S;  Salmon.  1779: 
and  Salmon  Chester,  our  subject's  father,  who  was 
born  in  1814. 

George  C.  Eno  was  born  in  Simsbury,  Oct.  15, 
1854,  and  as  a  boy  he  had  thorough  practical  in- 
struction in  farm  work.  He  attended  tlie  Hop 
IMeadow  District  school,  the  high  school  at  Xew 
Britain,  the  Gunnery  at  AA'ashington,  Conn.,  and 
the  Hartford  Public  High  School,  where  he  gradu- 
ated in  1875.  C)n  leaving  school  lie  devoted  his 
attention  to  farming  at  the  homestead,  and  after  his 
marriage  remained  at  the  farm  for  three  years,  when 
he  made  his  home  in  Simsbury  village,  on  the  IMoses 
Ensign  homestead.  At  present  he  is  extensively 
engaged  in  general  farming  and  tobacco  culture,  and 
is  a  licensed  dealer  in  leaf  tobacco,  while  he  also 
represents  some  of  the  best  insurance  companies  in 
the  country.  For  fourteen  years  he  was  in  the 
United  States  railway  mail  service,  between  X'ew 
Haven  and  Williantsburg,  and  Springfield  and  X'ew 
York  City,  resigning  the  work  for  other  business. 
In  1889  lie  negotiated  for  the  riglit  of  wav  for  the 
Central  X'ew  England  &  Western  railroad  between 
Tariffville  and  the  ^Massachusetts  State  line.  Among 
the  organizations  with  which  he  is  connected  are  the 
A.  O.  U.  W^,  at  Xew  Haven,  and  St.  ^^Fark's  Lodge, 
No.  36,  F.  &  A.  ^L,  at  Simsbury. 

On  X  ov.  7,  1878,  Air.  Eno  married  ]\Iiss  X'^cllie 
S.  Goodrich,  and  they  have  three  daughters:  Amy 
Bird,  born  INIarch  31,  1S81  ;  Alice  Goodrich,  born 
May  29,  1883;  and  Alargret,  born  ?^Iarch  12,  1890. 


:  ^[rs.  Eno  was  born  in  Simsbiu'v,.  Jan.  22,  1S55.  a 
daughter  of  Capt.  Lucius  Goodwin  and  Martha 
Abigail  (Ensign j  Goodrich,  and  received  a  good 
public-school  education,  graduating  from  the  Hart- 
ford Public  High  School  in  1875.    She  was  one  of 
'  the  organizers  of  the  Abigail  Phelps  Chapter,  D. 
A.  R.,  at  Simsbury,  her  eligibility  to  the  society  be- 
ing established  through  her  descent  from  Stephen 
,  Goodrich   (1757-1S25)   and  Allen  Whiting.  Her 
ancestral  records  reach  back,  in  the  paternal  line, 
to  William  Goodrich,  who  came  from  England  at 
an  early  date  with  his  brother  John,  and  located 
at  Wethersfield,  Conn.    His  name  first  appears  in 
;  the  court  records  e>f  that  town  in  connection  with 
'■  his  marriage,  in  1648,  to  ]\Iiss  Sarah  Marvin.  In 
j  1656  he  was  made  a  freeman,  or  voter,  and  his 

death  occurred  in  1676. 
I  John  Goodrich,  son  of  William,  and  the  next 
:  in  the  line  of  descent,  was  born  I\Iay  20,  1653,  and 
;  died  Sei)t.  5,  1730,  at  his  home  in  Wethersfield. 
I  He  married  Rebecca  Allen  Z\Iarch  28,  167S. 
I  Jacob  Goodrich,  son  of  Jolm,  was  born  Xov.  27, 
I  1694,  and  died  ]May  11,  1746.  On  Sept.  12,  1717, 
he  married  Benedicta  Goodwin,  daughter  of  Xa- 
thaniel  Goodwin,  and  made  his  home  in  Wethers- 
1  field  and  later  in  Windsor. 

Stephen  Goodrich,  son  of  Jacob,  was  born  Jan. 
;  21,  1713,  and  died  Aug.  19,  1758.  He  married  Jan. 
\  3,  1754,  Rachel  Gillett,  and  settled  in  \A"'indsor. 

Stephen  Goodrich  (2),  ]Mrs.  Eno's  great-grand- 
I  father,  was  born  at  Windsor  ]^Iarch  29,  1757,  and 
;  died  Aug.  18,  1825.  In  1771  he  settled  in  the  town 
j  of  Simsbury,  where  he  was  much  respected  for  his 
I  upright  character,  and  for  many  years  he  was  en- 
:  gaged  in  farming  and  carpentering.  During  the 
\  Revolutionary  war  he  served  in  the  AiTierican  army. 

■  He  married  Lydia  Terry  Dec.  25,  1781. 

:       X'athan  Goodrich,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Eno,  was 
born  Aug.  10,  1801,  and  died  Sept.  6,  1842.  He 
j  married  Sevilla  Bristol,  and  settled  upon  a  farm  in 

■  Simsbury.  Of  his  children  three  lived  to  maturity: 
Lucius  G.,  Airs.  Eno's  father;  Juliette,  who  mar- 

\  ried  John  M.  Hathaway,  of  Suffield ;  and  Stephen, 
formerly  a  leading  druggist  of  Blartford,  who  was 
also  prominent  in  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  in 
financial  circles,  serving  at  one  time  as  bank  com- 
missioner. 

Capt.  Lucius  G.  Goodrich  was  born  June  22, 
1822,  and  was  reared  at  the  old  farm  in  Simsbury. 

,  His  education  was  obtained  in  the  district  schools 
and  in  the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute,  at  Suf- 

]  field,  where  he  spent  two  winters,  and  on  leaving 
school  he  taught  one  winter  in  East  Granby.  Al- 
though only  twenty  \ears  old  when  his  father  died 
h.e  assumed  the  management  of  the  estate,  and 
throughout  his  life  was  interested  in  agricultural 

I  pursuits,  for  some  years  residing  upon  the  Good- 
rich homestead  at  Terry's  Plain,  and  in  1868  re- 
moving to  the  Moses  ICnsign  homestead.  He  passed 
away  Aug.  4,  1893.  J'l  early  vears  he  was  identi- 
cd   w  ith   the  \\  big  parly,  and  he  supported  tlie 
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Know-Xotliing-  niovcmcnt,  later  joining  the  Re- 
publican party.  His  popularity  made  him  the 
strongest  candidate  that  his  party  could  put  in  the 
field,  as  he  had  warm  friends  among  the  'iiost  in- 
llueniial  men  in  the  county  and  State,  and  he  served 
several  terms  as  a  membc-r  of  the  Legislature,  three 
terms  as  high  sherilt,  nine  years  as  county  co;n- 
missioner  (^beginning  in  July,  1S83,),  and  was  ljIso 
de])uty  sheriff  under  Waterman,  and  assessor  of 
his  town.  During  the  Civil  war  he  held  the  j)ost 
of  provost  marshal,  and  later  was  deputy  internal 
revenue  collector  for  iiis  district.  He  belonged  to 
the  Masonic  Fraternity,  and  airended  the  Congre- 
gational Church.  For  a  nmnber  of  years  he  was 
active  in  the  State  militia,  and  on  Aug.  2S,  1S45, 
he  was  appointed  adjutant  of  the  ijlh  Regiment  of 
Infantry,  under  Col.  Ezekiel  Hosford.  In  any 
movement  for  the  public  benefit  he  took  a  leading 
part,  and  when  the  Connecticut  &  Western  railroad 
was  projected  he  was  chosen  to  represent  the  in- 
terests of  the  town  of  Simsburv  in  that  connection. 

On  Dec.  23,  1847,  Capt.  Goodrich  was  married 
in  Simsbury  to  Miss  2\Iartha  A.  Ensign,  who  sur- 
vives him.  and  still  resides  at  the  homestead.  She 
was  born  in  Simsbury  Feb.  i,  1822,  a  daughter  of 
IVloses  and  ^lartha  (Whiting)  Ensign.  Of  her  live 
children,  the  eldest,  2vlartha  S.,  married  Chaimcey 
Hart  Eno,  of  Simsbury ;  Nellie  S.  is  the  wife  of  our 
subject;  Nathan  ^I.  is  a  business  man  of  Farming- 
ton,  ]\Iinn. ;  Charles  E.  is  in  New  York  City;  and 
]\Iiss  Juliette  resides  in  Simsbury. 

H.  H..  ELLSWORTH.  No  better  illustration 
can  be  found  of  the  possibilities  that  lie  before  the 
energetic  and  far-sighted  business  man  than  is 
given  by  the  career  of  this  well-known  citizen  of 
Windsor.  The  numerous  enterprises  with  which 
he  has  been  associated  have  proved  unifomily  profit- 
able, his  intelligent  oversight  being  a  leading  factor 
in  their  success,  and  at  present  he  is  the  most  ex- 
tensive real-estate  owner  in  the  town,  with  other 
large  holdin.gs  elsewhere.  His  wealth  has  enabled 
him  to  manifest  his  public  spirit  in  eitective  ways, 
and  in  all  that  pertains  to  good  citizenship  his  in- 
fluence is  recognized  and  valued,  all  projects  for  the 
advancement  of  educational  or  other  interests  receiv- 
ing his  ready  support. 

The  Ellsworth  family  is  of  English  origin,  and  tlie 
name  is  found  variously  written  Elswort,  Elsworth, 
Elesworth,  Ellesworth  or  Aylsworth,  and  is  derived 
from  a  town  near  Cambridge,  England,  where  they 
were  the  principal  family,  the  river  being  remark- 
able for  the  cpuantities  of  eels  caught.  The  first  of 
whom  we  have  record  is  John  Ellsworth,  who  had 
three  sons :  One  fled  to  Holland,  and  afterv.  ard 
came  to  the  New  World,  settling  in  New  York 
City  in  1664;  Arthur  settled  in  North  Kingston, 
R.  L;  Josias  (or  Josiahj  i?  the  ancestor  of  our  sub- 
ject, the  latter  being  of  the  eighth  generation  in 
the  line  of  descent.  Josias  Ellsworth  was  brjrn  in 
1629,  came  from  a  town  near  Cambridge,  England, 


1  and  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  \\  indsor.  He 
!  bought  property  near  tlie  present  site  of  the  ■■C)iivcr 
I  Ellsworth  mansion."  and  aiterv>ard  lived  near  the 
i  site  of  tlie  '"old  mill"  in  Windsor.    He  v^as  made  a 
freeman  .May  21,  1057,  and  juror  in  1664.    He  con- 
tributed largely  to  the  Relief  Fund  for  the  earlier 
i  Settlers,  and  was -prominent  in  church  affairs.  This 
1  worthy  pioneer  v/as  married  Nov.  16,  1654,  to  Eliza- 
I  beth  Holcomb,  who  died  Sept.  iS,  1712.    He  died 
Aug.  20,  1089,  leaving  an  estate  valued  at  1655. 
(H)  Lieut.  Jonathan  Ellsworth,  son  of  the  pio- 
^  neer,  v/as  born  June  28,  1O09,  and  cl;i.-d  Sept.  3, 
I  1749,  having  been  thrown' from  a  horse.    On  Oct. 
1  26,  1693,  he  married  Sarah  Grant,  who  was  born 
I  Sept.  19,  1675,  daughter  of  Tahan  Grant,  and  died 
i  Nov.  9,   1755.      They  had  ten  children,  amoiig 
!  whom  was  a  son  Giles. 

I        (III)  Giles  Ellsworth  was  born  Aug.  6,  1703, 
j  and  died  March  20,  1765.    He  vras  married  Feb. 
i  6,  172S,  to  Hann.ah  Stoughton,  daughter  of  Johti 
j  and  Sarah  (Fitch)  Stougliton,  and  her  death  oc- 
I  curred  Dec.  21,  1756.    Five  children  were  born  to 
I  tliem,  among  whom  was  a  son  Giles,  Jr. 
i        (1^  )   Giles  Ellsworth,  Jr.,  was  born  Sept.  6, 
I  1732,  and  died  July  29,  1796.    His  first  v/ife,  Keziah 
j  IMoore,  died  June  26,  1762,  and  his  second  wife, 
:  Hannah  Burr,  died  ISIarch  iS,  1777,  aged  forty-two. 
(\  )  Roger  Ellsworth,  son  of  Giles  Ellsworth, 
Jr.,  by  his  first  marriage,  was  born  July  28,  1760, 
j  and  died  3>Iay  13,  1801.    He  married  Lucy  Hayden. 
i        (^  I)  Capt.  Giles  Ellsworth,  our  subject's  grand- 
j  father,  was  born  Feb.  16,  1790,  in  what  is  now 
j  East  Granby  town,  and  in  early  marihood,  soon 
I  after  his  marriage,  located  upon  a  farm  in  Windsor. 
I  Li  the  latter  part  of  1827  he  removed  to  another 
farm  in  the  same  town,  v.-here  he  died  Dec.  5, 
1S53.    He  was  of  ordinary  build  physically,  and  as 
a  business  man  possessed  unusual  sagacity.  For 
many  years  he  carried  on  farming  on  an  extensive 
scale,  making  a  specialty  of  grain,  and  also  raising 
j  live  stock  for  the  market.   In  that  part  of  the  century 
I  and  country,  tobacco  was  not  raised  as  mtich  as 
now,  but  he  was  to  some  extent  a  raiser  of  this 
weed.    He  was  proiuinent  in  political  alTairs  as 
i  a  worker  in  the  Democratic  party,  and  served  in 
I  various  ofiices,  including  these  of  selectman  and 
I  representative  in  the  General  Assembly,  while  his 
title  of  captain  was  gained  as  an  ofiicer  in  the 
militia.    Capt.  Ellsworth  married  Ellen  Hayden, 
who  was  born  in  Windsor  Jan.  24,  1790,  daughter 
i  of  Le\i  and  ^largaret  (Strong)  Hayden,  and  died 
Nov.  16,  1863,  her  remains  being  buried  beside  those 
of  lier  husband  in  the  Congregational  cemetery  in 
\\"iiidsor.    They  had  ten  children,  of  whom  nine 
\  lived  to  maturity:    (i)  Giles  G.,  born  Feb.  8.  1809, 
!  engagcfl  in  busiiiess  as  a  nurseryman  in  St.  CT.arles, 
I  111.,  where  he  died  Nov.  18,  1854.    He  was  mar- 
!  ried  in  Illinois  to  a  Mrs.  Morgan,  of  that  State, 
i  and  left  two  daughters,  one  of  whom  died,  leaving 
;  one  son  ;  the  other,  Clara  M.  Lord,  still  survives. 
'  (2)  Frances  M.,  born  Nov.  4,  181 1,  died  Seiit.  7, 
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ill  Windsor.  She  married  IJciiry  Ilalscy, 
unl  hail  t'lvo  cb.ildrcn.  (3)  .M;irgarcl  S.,  horn  June 
_'0,  1S15.  died  ill  Windsor  July  1S54,  unmar- 
rievl  N  l  Clarissa  A.,  iK'rn  iJee.  10,  1817,  married 
Ati-i'ii  Ci.  i'lnver,  and  died  July  17,  184'),  in  Cin- 
ciuiuiti.  0\n<->.  (,5)  William  11.,  our  sulijeel's  fa- 
llier,  is  lueniioned  below,  (tij  Albert  11.,  bom 
[iiv  14,  J'>-3.  tii^'J  i'l  February,  i&;S;  he  was  a 
(leiilist  at  Green  Bay,  Wis.  [~ )  Samuel,  born  Feb. 
iS,  18-6,  is  a  farmer  in  Xeirth  Dalcota.  (8)  Anson 
[11.,  born  June  3.  1827,  is  a  retired  farmer  in  Ne- 
braska; lie  praeticed  dentistry  for  £;ome  time,  dis- 
jontinuing  same  on  aeeount  of  ill  health,  and  then 
studied  civil  engineering,  linally  lakinc;'  up  farming. 
(9)  Ellen,  born  Oct.  26,  1S29,  married  Timothy 
S.  Phelps  of  Windsor.  (10)  Elizabeth  L.  died  in 
infancy. 

\\'illiam  H.  Ellsworth,  lather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Windsor,  Dec.  19,  1S20,  and 
was  reared  as  a  farmer  boy,  his  education  being 
obtained  in  the  local  schools.  After  his  marriage 
he  resided  for  some  time  on  a  farm  across  the  road 
from  our  subject's  present  liomestead,  but  his  last 
years  were  spent  at  the  latter  place,  his  death  oc- 
curring there  in  1875.  He  was  a  successful  agri- 
culturist, and  was  also  extensively  engaged  in  the 
■live  slock  business.  His  judgment  was  unusually 
good,  and  as  he  was  fond  of  "dickering"  he  made 
many  profitable  trades  in  the  course  of  his  life. 
As  a  stanch  Democrat  he  took  an  interest  in  politics, 
and  he  held  various  town  offices,  serving  at  one  tiiue 
as  selectman.  In  1841  IMr.  Ellsworth  married  Aliss 
Emily  M.  ]Vliller,  daughter  of  Chauncey  ]\liller,  a 
well-known  resident  of  \\'indsor.  She  now  re- 
sides with  our  subject,  and  with  the  exception  of 
a  slight  defect  in  hearing  enjoys  excellent  health. 
Of  the  four  children  born  to  \\'illiam  H.  and  Emily 
M.  Ellsworth  two  are  living:  (i)  \ViIliam  H., 
born  Oct.  18,  1842,  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  the  academy  in  Windsor,  and  at  Han- 
num's  Business  College,  Hartford.  In  1S62  he  went 
to  Milwaukee,  and  after  a  few  years  as  clerk  and 
traveling  salesman  engaged  in  mercantile  business. 
At  ])resent  he  is  an  extensive  wholesale  dealer  in 
fur  clothing,  hats,  caps,  gloves,  and  similar  goods, 
and  manufactures  fur  goods,  being  a  partner  in  the 
vell-known  Straw, Ellsworth  IVlanufacturing  Co.  He 
married  Miss  Theresa  :^>Iatthew,  of  Milwaukee,  and 
has  two  children  :  William  H.,  Jr.,  who  is  in  business 
ivith  his  father,  and  Jennie,  who  married  P'rederick 
Schuniacker.  (2)  H.  H.,  our  subject,  is  mentioned 
Mow.  (3)  Elizabeth  died  in  Windsor  at  the  age 
'jf  twenty-three,  unmarried.  (4)  Clara,  who  never 
■Harried,  died  in  Windsor  at  the  age  of  thirty-four. 

(VHI)  II.  II.  Ellsworth  was^born  [March  26, 
'844,  one-fourth  of  a  mile  below  his  present  resi- 
lencc.  His  education  was  begun  in  the  Bell  school 
'at  the  Green,"  Cicero  Rolx-rts  and  Spencer  Clapp 
icing  among  his  early  teachers.  Later  he  attended 
vVindsor  Academy  and  Woodford's  private  school, 
ivhilc  his  work  on  the  home  farm  gave  him  a  practi- 


cal knowledge  of  agricultural  methods.  His  busi- 
ness acumen  was  shown  at  an  eariy  age,  and  when 
only  twenty  years  old  he  engaged  in  lumbering, 
which  he  h.is  lollowed  with  marked  success,  nis 
operations  being  (piite  extensive.  His  cut  for  a 
single  season  in  W  wulsor  and  adjoining  towns  has 
amounted  to  1,500,000  feet,  and  at  times  he  dis- 
burses $2,000  a  month  in.  wages,  emploN'ing  as  many 
as  eighty  men.  Although  he  has  always  given  the 
lumber  business  his  personal  attention  it  has  by  no 
means  occupied  his  time  fully,  as  he  has  carried  n 
farming  on  a  large  scale,  and  taken  an  active  part 
in  various  other  hues  of  enterprises.  I*"or  six  years 
he  v\-as  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  brick,  and  he 
helped  to  organize  the  Windsor  Creamery  Co.,  in 
which  he  is  a  director  and  is  now  president.  When 
the  Windsor  Camiing  Co.  was  organized  as  a 
stock  company  he  was  made  president,  but  he  never 
had  the  control  of  the  business.  When  the  com- 
pany failed  he  bought  the  plant  in  partnership  with 
W'.  H.  Filley,  and  at  once  it  entered  upon  an  era  of 
prosperity  such  as  only  the  most  thrifty  institutions 
enjoy.  It  began  to  pay  out  thousands  of  dollars 
annually  to  the  farmers  of  Windsor  and  neighboring- 
towns,  and  its  product  was  readily  sought.  It  is 
to-day  one  of  the  substantial  industries  01  the  town, 
affording  employment  to  many  operatives,  and  a 
good  market  to  producers. 

For  years  IsLr.  Ellsworth  has  been  one  of  the 
leading  tobacco  growers  of  New  England,  and  he  is 
a  director  in  the  Connecticut  Tobacco  Experiment 
Co.,  and  a  member  of  the  executive  committee. 
His  name  appears  among  the  incorporators  of  the 
Hartford  County  Tobacco  Growers  Insura.nce  Co., 
for  protection  against  hail,  and  he  is  still  a  director 
and  now  president  of  that  company.  In  all  his 
enterprises  he  gives  close  attention  to  details,  his 
thorough-  knowledge  of  every  line  of  work  and  ex- 
cellent judgment  as  to  methods  enabling  him  to 
secure  good  results  in  each  one.  He  does  but  little 
manual  labor,  preferring  to  direct  the  energies  of 
others,  and  his  rare  ability  as  a  manager  of  large 
bodies  of  workmen  has  been  a  leading  factor  in  his 
success,  lie  is  popular  with  his  en.tployes,  and  not- 
withstanding his  wealth  and  recognized  influence  he 
is  as  approachable  as  ever.  liis  integrity  is  un- 
impeachable, and  his  public  spirit  has  been  shown 
in  many  ways,  his  name  being  associatedwith  nearly 
every  progressive  movement  projected  in  Windsor. 
He  is  an  active  worker  on  the  X'illage  Improvement 
Comm.ittee  ;  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Improve- 
ment of  the  Windsor  cemetery,  and  a  director  in 
?iIoorc's  Park  Association,  of  which  he  was  presi- 
dent for  several  years.  \\'hen  a  location  was  being 
discussed  for  what  was  to  have  been  called  tb.e 
Windsor  Driving  Park  he  was  made  a  member  of 
the  committee  on  securing  grounds,  and  it  was  at 
his  suggestion  that  the  land  now  included  in  Moore's 
Park  was  donated  by  O.  B.  Moore  and  the  present 
name  adopted.  Later  he  devoted  much  lime  to  di- 
recting the  work  of  transforming  the  trad  of  forest 
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into  tlio  bcai'.liiii!  park  wiiich  is  now  one  of  the  at- 
tractions ot  llio  locality.  He  belongs  to  rotiiionock 
Grange,  and  was  a  cii;i:ter  member  of  Windsor 
Grange,  Xo.  3.  At  jiresent  he  is  chairuian  of  the 
First  School  Society  Lbmmiitee,  and  eiiainnau  of  the 
First  Kccksiasiical  Society  of  the  Longreg-ational 
Church  at  \\  indsor.  to  wliich  lie  contributes  liber- 
ally. W'h.ile  not  a  politician,  Mr.  Ellsworth  is  an 
ardent  Demc)crat,  and  is  regarded  as  a  leader  in  the 
local  organization.  He  never  shirks  his  duty  as 
a  loyal  citizen,  and  has  held  various  oflices,  serving 
eight  years  as  member  of  the  board  of  selectmen 
and  four  years  as  first  selectman. 

On  Sept.  16,  1ST4,  Mr.  Ell5\vorth  married  Miss 
Laura  L.  Fowler,  of  W  indsor,  and  soon  afterward 
established  his  home  on  a  small  tract  of  land  owned 
by  him,  which  was  located  directlv  opposite  his  pres- 
ent residence,  one  of  the  finest  in  Windsor.  The  lat- 
ter was  then  built,  having  been  constructed  of  brick 
from  his  own  yard,  but  he  did  not  occupy  it  until 
a  few  years  later.  He  has  four  children,  of  whom 
the  eidest.  Miss  ^klinnie  E.,  is  a  graduate  .of  the 
Young  Ladies"  Listitute  in  Windsor,  and  of  the 
art  department  of  Wilbraham  College,  and  has 
shown  more  than  ordinar}-  skill  in  her  work  with 
oils  and  charcoal,  and  in  clay  modeling,  as  well  as 
in  painting  on  china.  She  is  also  an  accomplished 
musician,  and  an  excellent  literary  scholar,  having 
taught  in  the  Windsor  graded  room  for  some  time. 
(2)  [Miss  Ella  ^L  possesses  marked  talent  for  music, 
and  has  taken  a  course  in  Wilbraham  College.  (3) 
Alice  L.  is  a  student  in  Prospect  Hill  School,  Green- 
field, ?vlass.  (4)  Philip  F.  is  a  student  in  the 
Hartford  Public  High  School. 

Mrs.  Ellsworth,  whose  fine  mental  gifts  fit  her 
for  leadership  in  the  best  social  circles,  was  born 
in  Windsor  Jan.  3,  1856,  daughter  of  ]Vlajor-Gen. 
Amos  Fowler,  and  is  descended  from  several  promi- 
nent Xew  England  families.  She  was  carefully 
educated  at  the  Young  Ladies'  Seminary  in  Wind- 
sor and  at  Wilbraham  College,  and  is  now  active 
in  relig'ious,  philanthropic  and  patriotic  work,  being 
a  member  of  Abigail  Wolcott  Ellsworth  Chapter, 
D.  A.  R.,  at  Windsor,  the  Ladies'  Sev.-ing  Society, 
and  the  Congregational  Church,  with  which  she 
united  in  girlhood.  Her  paternal  grandfather, 
Amos  Fowler,  was  one  of  Washington's  aides  at 
the  battle  of  Long  Island,  and  her  father  was  an 
officer  in  the  State  Militia.  The  latter  v.-as  born 
July  21,  1795,  at  Lebanon.  Conn.,  where  the  Fowler 
family  has  been  prominent  from  pioneer  times,  and 
his  death  occurred  in  1874.  v.  hen  he  was  aged  eighty 
years.  He  was  twice  married,  and  ^Irs.  Ellsworth 
was  the  only  child  of  his  second  wife,  Sarah  Flay- 
den,  who  died  aged  seventy-eight.  The  Hayden 
family  is  of  Colonial  stock,  and  in  this  line  Mrs. 
Ellsworth  is  a  great-granddaughter  of  Lieut. 
Thomas  Havden,  of  Revolutionary  fame.  Mrs. 
Sarah  (Hayden)  Fowler  v/as  a  daughter  of  Anson 
B.  and  Laura  (Wilson)  Hayden,  of  Windsor,  and 
received  an  excellent  education,  attending  school  in 


!  Washington,  D.  C,  and  afterward  traveling  ex- 
i  tensively.  in  Iht  old  age  she  retained  her  memorv 
i  remarkably  well,  and  her  reminiscences  of  earlv 
\  times  made  her  conversatiiMi  most  interesting  and 
1  instructive.  J  Inx  r.gh  her  thoughtful  care  manv 
I  papers  and  documents  from  Revolutionary  times 
!  were  preserved, -and  these  are  how  carefully  treas- 
'  ured  by  Mrs.  Ellsworth.  Among  them  are  the 
I  letters  written  by  Lieut.  Thomas  Hayden  from  the 
j  camps  of  the  Continental  army,  giving  a  most  valu- 
I  able  record  of  his  experiences. 

j  HON.  CHARLES  WALDO  ROBERTS,  one 
I  of  the  representative  and  most  prominent  citizeris  of 
:  East  Hartford,  and  a  worthy  descendant  of  one  of 
i  the  old  honored  families  of  the  town,  traces  his  ge- 
I  nealogy  here  for  si.x  generations  back,  that  is  to  say 
I  to  William  Roberts,  who  was  a  son  of  Katlierine 
I  Leete  and  a  Mr.  "Robards." 

j  William  Ivoberts  came  to  East  Hartford  from 
j  [Middletown. Conn., and  lived  near  the  foot  of  Smith's 
Lane,  on  the  Meadow  Hill,  south  of  the  present 
Bridge  road ;  his  house  was  on  the  first  Main  street. 
He  married  Dorothy  Forbes,  who  was  a  daughter  of 
Capt.  James  Forbes,  the  progenitor  of  the  Forbes 
j  family  in  East  Hartford,  and  from  him  she  received 
I  SIX  acres  of  land  on  which  William  Roberts  built  his 
I  dwelling.  In  1703  we  find  him  as  committee  on  min- 
i  ister's  house;  in  1709  deeding  land  and  saw  mill.  In 
j  1729  he  deeded  all  his  land  to  his  son  Benjamin 
I  Roberts.  The  children  born  to  William  and  Doro- 
i  thy  Roberts  were :  Dorothy,  who  was  baptized  in  the 
!  South  church  at  Hartford  in  16S7 ;  Deborah,  bap- 
I  tized  in  April,  1690,  in  the  First  church  of  Hart- 
I  ford ;  A\'illiam,  baptized  in  the  same  church,  July  28, 
■  1695,  Vv'ho  married  Deborah  Spencer,  and  died  in 
j  1726,  or  1727,  leaving  a  son  William  (his  grandfa- 
i  ther  was  his  guardian  J  ;  Benjamin,  born  IMarch  S, 
'  169S:  Joseph,  baptized  Aug.  11.  1700,  who  married 
}klabel  Keeney ;  ]Mary,  baptized  [May  31,  1702;  Sam- 
uel, baptized  Dec.  24,  1704,  who  married  Sarah  Hills, 
daughter  of  Ebenezer  Hills,  Sr.  William  Roberts, 
!  the  father,  died  in  1734  or  1735. 
I  Bc'njamin  Roberts,  of  tlie  second  generation  in 
j  East  Hartford,  married  Sept.  26,  1730,  Dorothy  Pit- 
1  kin,  who  was  born  in  1704,  a  daughter  of  Nathaniel 
i  and  Hester  (Hosmer)  Pitkin.  Xathaniel  was  a  son 
\  of  William  Pitkin,  the  founder  of  the  family  in  East 
i  Hartford.  [Mrs.  Dorothy  (Pitkin)  Roberts  died 
!  Oct.  5.  1737.  and  on  July  13.  173  ;.  Mr.  Roberts  mar- 
i  ried  (second)  Jerusha  Pratt.  The  ch.ildren  by  the 
i  first  marriage  were:  Dorothy,  born  Jan.  23.  1734, 
j  married  Lemuel  Kingsbury,  of  Andover;  Susannah, 
I  born  in  January,  173!'),  died  Feb.  17,  1804.  unmarried, 
j  To  his  marriage  with  Jerusha  Pratt  (a  descendant 
I  of  John  J'ratt,  who  came  to  Hartford  with  the 
j  Hooker  party  in  1^335),  were  born:  Jerusha  and 
j  Catherine  (twins)  were  born  April  24.  17.10:  Jeru- 
j  sha  married  Jonathan  Stanley,  town  clerk  and  treas- 
urer for  eighteen  years:  Catherine  married  Jnna- 
'  than  Hubbard,  and  was  the  ancestor  of  Gov.  Hub- 
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bard.  ]'>cnjaniin,  Jr.,  horn  Xov.  15.  1741,  was  a 
fanner  in  the  soutli  pari  of  East  Harll'oni,  and  mar- 
ried Dorothy  Clooduin.  Sarah.  Wn'n  .\jiril  13.  1743. 
married  Ji'scph  liurlburt.  Mary,  horn  Jan.  18,  1745. 
married  Tinioihy  l"orhc>.  \\  illiani.  liorn  Jan.  19. 
1746,  married  .\bi;^ail  Sianley.  Nathaniel,  horn  Dec. 
24,  1750,  married  Aimie  Xcwconili.  Cl^-orge  was  born 
Kov.  22,  1752.  Ahii^aih  born  in  175O,  married  Joh>n 
Norton,  and  died  Xov.  _'0,  1775.  Lcnniel,  born  ni 
1760,  died  in  1775- 

Benjamin  Roberts  was  a  man  of  great  energy, 
and  an  enterprising  bnsiness  man.  lie  was  a  mer- 
chant trader,  owning-  at  one  time  three  sloops, 
'"Alartlia,"  "Samuer"  and  "Porrige,"  trading  with 
the  \\'est  Indies,  and  at  Xew  London.  His  house, 
which  was  very  strongly  built  and  liaving"  a  good 
cellar,  must  often  have  been  used  to  store  various 
commodities.  He  also  dealt  largely  in  lands,  and 
seems  to  have  been  possessed  of  a  good  sum  of 
ready  money,  for  we  find  him  paying  good  prices 
for  it  many  times.  In  1731  he  deeded,  with  others, 
land  lor  Silver  Lane.  To  his  eldest  son.  Benja- 
min, he  deeded  one  hundred  acres,  also  leaving  him 
land  by  will.  All  his  sons  were  well  provided 
wth  land,  the  "movable  estate"  being  left  to  his 
wife  and  daughters,  ^^'e  find  proof  that  he  took 
his  share  in  promoting  the  public  welfare ;  among 
the  things  which  show  this  there  is  the  tradition 
that  he  lielped  set  out  the  fine  elms  which  beautify 
the  town. 

George  Roberts,  of  the  third  generation,  was 
born  Nov.  22,  1752,  at  East  Hartford,  and  was  a 
sttccessful  farmer  and  business  man.  Though  of 
quiet  disposition  he  took  an  interest  in  public  attairs. 
He  served  in  Capt.  Jonathan  Wells'  company.  Col. 
Erastus  \\"olcott"s  regiment,  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  at  Boston  from  December,  1775,  until 
the  spring  of  1776.  He  also  served  in  several  town 
offices,  was  elected  selectman  in  17 — ,  and  served 
two  years.  He  married  Jerusha  Williams,  who 
was  born  IMay  20,  1757,  a  daughter  of  Timothy  and 
Ruth  (Pitkin)  Williams,  the  latter  a  daughter  of 
Ozias,  who  was  a  son  of  the  fi.rst  William  Pitkin, 
the  founder  of  the  family.  The  children  born  to 
George  and  Jerusha  Roberts  were  Jerusha,  who 
was  born  in  1781,  and  died  June  7,  1798;  Clarissa, 
born  May  4,  1783.  was  married  to  Dr.  Edward  Pit- 
kin, and  died  Jan.  28,  1864;  Ozias  was  born  Aug. 
10,  1785;  George  died  in  Hartford  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one,  Xov.  10,  1808;  Esther,  who  was  mar- 
ried to  James  Bidwell,  died  in  ^Manchester,  Jan.  9, 
1822;  Alvin,  born  Aug.  16,  1791.  died  April  9, 
1819;  Lucretia.  who  married  Dr.  William  Cooley, 
died  in  East  Hartford  ]\Iarch  31,  1S21  ;  Martin,  a 
well-known  and  promising  young  man,  died  April 
17,  1 82 1,  in  N'ew  York  City,  whither  he  had  gone 
to  purchase  goods  for  the  purpose  of  starting  in 
business  at  Hartford.  ]\lrs.  Jerusha  (Williams) 
Roberts  died  Nov.  21,  181 1.  George  Roberts 
married  for  his  second  wife  Mrs.  Lucretia  (Beau- 
mont) Abbey,  widow  of  Jedulhan  Abbey,  Init  to 


I  this  marriage  no  cliildren  were  born.  Mr.  Roberts 
:  dietl  Ucl.  4,  1824.  Ail  are  buried  in  the  family 
■  lot  in  East  Hartford  Center  cemetery. 

Ozias  Roberts,  of  the  fourth  generation,  and  the 
;  ordy  son  cf  George  and  jerusha  Roberts  to  reach 
:  full  manln.>od,  was  born  Aug.  10,  1785.  He  rc- 
1  ceivcd  the  usual  education  furnished  by  the  schools 
of  that  time,  and  was  possessed  of  a  naturally 
strong  intellect,  and  a  daring  spirit.  He  was  fond 
of  adventure,  and  when  a  young  man  went  to  sea, 
trade  being  then  carried  on  between  the  West  Indies 
and  Hartford  direct.  During  the  war  of  1S12  lie 
shipped  with  Capt.  Josiah  Griswold,  of  Wethers- 
field,  on  board  the  privateer  '"Blockade.''  The  ves- 
'  sel  was  fitted  out  on  the  Connecticut  river,  was 
'  owned  by  Thomas  Beldon  and  others,  and  carried 
six  guns.  He  met  with  many  stirring  adventures, 
and  used  to  tell  the  story  of  driving  the  British 
from  their  vessel  with  handspikes.  After  cruising 
for  some  time  with  but  little  success  the  '"Blockade  " 
was  captured  by  a  Brtish  brig-of-war,  was  run  into 
the  Bermudas,  and  the  crew  confined  on  a  prison- 
ship.  Ozias  Roberts,  however,  and  Dr.  \Villiam 
Cooley,  of  ^Manchester,  (surgeon  of  the  "lUock- 
ade"),  managed  to  escape  to  the  shore,  and  were 
secreted  by  a  negro  until  they  could  find  an  oppor- 
tunity to  return  in  safety  to  their  respective  homes. 
For  some  time  thereafter  ]\Ir.  Roberts  continued  to 
follow  the  sea,  and  eventually  became  the  captam  of 
a  vessel  plying  in  the  West  Indies  trade,  but  at  the 
death  of  his  father  returned  to  Connecticut  and 
managed  the  estate  until  his  death,  Feb,  8,  1868, 
his  remains  being  interred  in  the  Center  cemetery. 

Ozias  Roberts  was  three  times  married.  His 
first  wife.  Miss  ^lartha  Treat,  daughter  of  Joseph 
Treat,  of  East  Hartford,  and  ]\Iartha  Adams,  of 
^^'ethersfield,  Conn.,  died  Jan.  3,  1809,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  the  mother  of  two  children : 
]Mary  Ann,  who  was  married  to  Deacon  Horace 
Williams  March  10,  1831,  and  died  April  i,  1848, 
at  the  age  of  forty-one  years ;  and  Martha,  who  was 
born  Dec.  23,  1808,  in  East  Hartford.  The  second 
wife  of  Ozias  Roberts  was  Harriet  Treat,  a  sister  of 
O^Iartha  Treat,  his  first  wife.  Mrs.  Harriet  (Treat) 
Roberts  died  July  19,  1822,  aged  thirty-two  years, 
the  mother  of  the  following  children:  George, 
born  in  1810,  will  be  more  fully  spoken  of  further 
on;  Jane  Treat,  born  Dec.  10,  1811,  was  married  to 
Edward  Goodwin,  and  was  the  mother  of  J.  O. 
Goodwin,  of  East  Hartford;  Harriet,  born  Oct. 
II,  1814,  was  married  to  Aaron  Olmstead  in  1835, 
at  East  Hartford,  and  died  Nov.  19,  1875,  leaving 
the  following  named  children — Horace  B.,  Arthur 
G.,  A.  Fred,  and  Charles  H. ;  Ira  T.  was  born  Feb. 
10,  1817;  Jeruslia,  born  ]March  15,  1819,  was  mar- 
ried to  Alfred  Kilbourne. 

George  Rol)crts,  eldest  child  of  Ozias  and  Har- 
.riet  (Treat)  Roberts,  as  mentioned  above,  became  a 
merchant  and  a  prominent  citizen  of  Hartford.  He 
was  first  in  business  in  New  York  City,  then  retired 
to  .South  Windsor,  but  again  restnned  active  busi- 
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iicss,  and  became  president  and  treasurer  of  tlie 
Hartford  Carpet  Co.  j  le  died  .March  25,  1878,  and 
his  sun  George  was  afterward  elected  president  and 
treasurer  of  ihe  Hartford  Carpet  Co.,  while  his  son 
Henry  is  jacsKlent  ol  tiie  W  oven  W  ire  -Mattress 
Co.,  of  the  same  city.  George  Roberts  hrst  married, 
Oct.  19,  i8o'->>  Louisa  Stewart,  a  daughter  of  Capt. 
Allen  Stewart;  he  married  for  his  second  wife  Elvira 
Evans,  of  Hinsdale,  New  Hampshire. 

The  third  wife  of  Ozias  Roberts  was  Nancy 
Comstock,  whom  he  married  March  26,  1S23. 
Nancy  (Comstock)  Roberts  was  born  July  4,  1S0.2, 
in  East  Hartford,  and  was  a  daughter  of  I'erez  and 
Abigail  ( Raymond  j  Comstock,  of  the  Raymond 
and  Comstock  families  of  Montville,  Conn.  This 
third  marriage  was  crowned  with  nine  children : 
Esther,  born  Alay  25,  1S24,  was  married  to  Albert 
Comstock  Raymond,  who  built  the  Raymond  Li- 
brary at  East  Hartford,  in  which  town  she  died  in 
September,  1SS3 ;  Luther  M.,  born  Nov.  18,  1826, 
was  by  nature  a  seaman,  died  ^March  21,  1S47,  ii^^ 
Vera  Cruz,  Alexico,  and  was  there  buried ;  Juliette, 
born  July  23,  1829,  was  married  to  John  B.  Smith, 
of  Berlin,  Conn.,  and  died  Oct.  i,  1S57,  in  East 
Hartford;  Arthur,  born  Jan.  14,  1831,  died  Jan. 
23,  1833;  Emma  and  Ellen,  born  Oct.  15,  1835,  died 
respectively  April  2,  1856,  and  April  26,  1S60,  im- 
married;  Elizabeth  Bradford,  born  ^larch  21,  1838, 
is  now  Mrs.  Elenry  A.  Street,  of  New  Haven ; 
Arthur  Ozias,  born  Fch.  22,  1840,  was  a  master's 
mate  during  the  Civil  war  (he  is  unmarried)  ; 
Frances  L.,  born  Aug.  23,  1S46,  takes  great  interest 
in  genealogy,  and  to  her  the  publishers  of  this  work 
are  indebted  for  many  facts  relating  to  the  Roberts 
family  (she  is  the  present  registrar  of  ^Martha  Pit- 
kin Wolcott  Chapter,  D.  A.  R.,  at  East  Hartford). 
Nancy  Comstock  Roberts  died  Jan.  17,  1854. 

Ozias  Roberts  was  in  politics  a  Democrat  pre- 
vious to  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party, 
which  he  joined  at  its  formation.  Long  before 
the  formation  of  the  Republican  party  he  was  an 
imcompromising  Abolitionist  and  employed  run- 
away slave  labor.  He  served  as  State  senator,  and 
for  four  terms  after  1S28  as  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Representatives.  In  1838  he  was  elected  town 
treasurer,  and  served  two  terms,  and  was  for  many 
j'cars  custodian  of  school  funds.  His  rare  good  jndg- 
ment  was  highlv  prized  by  his  neighbors,  who  fre- 
quently consulted  him  on  business  matters,  and  he 
settled  manv  estates,  to  a  great  saving  of  money  to 

-those  most  interested.  Although  not  a  church  mem- 
ber, he  realized  the  value  of  clnirches,  aided  in  their 

.  support,  and  reared  his  children  to  respect  the 
Sabbath  rigidly.  Fraternally  he  was  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason. 

It  was  not  until  he  had  quit  the  sea  that  ^^r. 
Roberts  gave  liis  attention  to  agriculture,  in  which 
he  met  with  a  decided  success.  Physically  he  was 
of  medium  heiglit,  and  in  early  manhood  very  erect. 
At  one  time  he  owned  and  conducted  the  ferry  at 
East  Hartford.    Two  years  prior  to  his  death  he 


;  had  a  fall,  in  his  door  yard,  from  the  etTects  of  which, 
he  never  fully  reciivered.  being  iliereafier  conhned 
to  his  room,  but  he  managed  his  ali'airs  until  the  end. 
Ozias  Roberts  was  a  man  of  strong  convictions, 
I  and  for  forty  years  was  a  leader  among  men  in 
East  Hartford.    He  was  a  strict  disciplinarian,  and 
although  his  children  were  numerous  they  were  well 
trained  for  the  duties  and  res])onsibilities  of  life; 
it  may  be  added  that  Hon.  Richard  D.  Hubbard, 
ex-governor  of  Connecticut,  and  one  of  her  bright- 
est legal  lights,  was  a  cousin  and  ward  of  Mr. 
Roberta,  and  passed  his  _\outhful  days  on  the  lat- 
ter's  farm.    C)zias  Roberts  never  lost  the  charm 
j  that  made  his  home  tlie  abode  of  enjoyment  and  true 
I  hospitality,  and  his  dwelling  in  East  Hartford,  in 
!  his  day,  was  the  scene  of  more  gatherings  than  any 
other  in  the  town.    Thanksgiving  Day  and  Election 
Day  were  always  observed  with  bountiful  cheer,  and 
the  members  of  the  family  were  invariably  present 
on  these  occasions,  beside  innumerable  friends  and 
visitors ;  the  home,  indeed,  was  one  of  the  most 
popular  known  in  its  day,  and  those  who  visited  it 
fully  enjoyed  themselves,  and  came  away  with 
undisguised  admiration  and  praise  of  its  unre- 
served hospitality. 

Ira  T.  Roberts,  of  the  fifth  generation  of  the 
j  original  Roberts  family  of  East  Hartford,  and  son 
j  of  Ozias  and  Harriet  (Treat)  Roberts,  was  born 
I  in  Silver  Lane  Feb.  10,  1817,  and  was  educated  in 
the  old  district  school  building  which  then  stood 
on  the  site  of  the  present  highway.    He  was  reared 
on  the  home  farm,  and  grew  up  a  thin,  small-boned 
j  btit  wiry  j-oung  man,  who  never  shirked  his  work, 
j  He  lived  with  liis  parents  until  his  marriage,  April 
j  9,  1839,  wdien  he  removed  to  the  property  on  which 
i  he  passed  the  reniainder  of  his  life,  dying  Jan.  17, 
1897,  after  one  week's  confinement — not  from  any 
acute  illness,  but  simply  because  he  was  worn  out. 

Mr.  Roberts  was  one  of  the  early  tobacco  pro- 
ducers in  the  vicinity  of  Silver  Lane,  and  was  a  keen 
business  man,  who  did  business  on  a  cash  basis 
I  only.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat  tip  to  the 
j  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion,  when  he  became  a 
Republican,  to  which  party  he  adhered  until  the 
day  of  his  death ;  at  one  time  he  was  elected  assessor 
on  this  ticket,  and  filled  the  office  only  through  a 
sense  of  public  duty,  as  he  much  preferred  devoting 
his  time  to  his  private  affairs.  liis  specialty  was 
farming,  and  of  this  he  made  a  decided  success. 

On  April  9,  1839,  Mr.  Roberts  was  married, 
by  Rev.  Dr.  Spring,  to  Miss  Charlotte  Corinthia 
Cowles,  who  was  born  Oct.  30,  1817,  in  East  Hart- 
ford, and  was  a  daughter  of  Anson  and  Anna  (Ken- 
nedy) Cowles.  This  lady  died  June  26,  1895,  the 
mother  of  the  following  children:  Charles  W., 
born  IMay  30,  1840;  George  T.,  who  was  born  July 
31,  1842,  and  died  Dec.  19,  1843;  Martin,  born  Nov. 
3,  1847,  ^^'1^'^  fi'"^*^  married  Ellen  Burnham,  and  later 
Hattie  Gi!les[)ie,  and  is  now  living  in  Hockantim ; 
William,  born  Dec.  3,  1850;  and  Frank,  born  Feb. 
12,  1854. 
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AUlioui;h  not  a  cliurch  member  Ira  T.  Roberts 
was  a  C iovl-leariiig-  man,  and  held  that  salvaiion  was 
the  reward  oi  an  indi\-idua!'s  personal  deserts.  Mis 
wife  wa>  ot  strong  r<.ligions  lendeneies,  and  her  in- 
tliience  Jor  good  never  met  with  opposition  I'rum  her 
hubband.    Mr.  Roberts  was  decidedly  domestic  and 
5(Kial,  especially  with  relatives;  he  was  well  read 
on  all  subjects,  did  more  tliinking  than  talking,  but  , 
was  fond  of  argitment.    His  "wortl  was  as  good  as 
liis  bontl"  at  ail  times,  and  he  was  held  in  the  high- 
est esteem  by  all  his  friends  and  neighbors.  He 
was  an  excellent  manager,  accumulated  a  handsome  ' 
property,  and  at  his  death  disposed  of  it  to  his  four 
sons  in  so  equitable  and  business-like  manner  as  not 
to  cause  a  single  word  of  dispute  or  contention  over  ; 
its  distribution.    The  remains  of  both  parents  were 
interred  in  Center  cemetery,  East  Hartford,  and  t 
their  memory  is  most  altcctionately  cherished  by  \ 
their  children  and  other  stirviving  relatives.  : 

Charles  W.  Roberts,  of  the  sixth  generation  of  ; 
the  h.onored  Roberts  family  of  East  Hartford,  re-  i 
ceived  an  excellent  education  in  his  early  days,  and  ' 
still  regards  the  schools  of  his  youth  with  fond  i 
attection.    \\'hile  a  friend  of  better  schools,  leading  : 
to  the  highest  forms  of  education,  and  altogether 
progressive,  he  would  like  to  see  introduced  some 
system  of  study  of  the  old-time  economy,  believing  ; 
lliat  the  school  room,  as  well  as  the  home,  is  a  place  i 
where  the  value  of  a  dollar  as  well  as  the  value  of  ! 
time  and  all  things  else  should  be  inculcated.  One 
of  his  first  teachers  was  Horace  Cornwall,  of  his 
home  district,  and  he  later  walked  four  miles  to  \ 
Hartford  and  four  miles  back  each  day,  to  be  in- 
structed at  the  North  school  of  that  city.    At  the 
East  Hartford  Academy  he  was  under  such  tutors  | 
as  Potter,  Comfort  and  Rogers.    At  the  age  of  ■ 
eighteen  years  he  returned  to  the  homestead,  where  [ 
he  and  his  brothers  worked  in  perfect  harmony  to-  | 
gether,  dividing  the  results.  [ 

In  November,  1861,  ^h.  Roberts  was  united  in  i 
marriage  with  ]\Iiss  Adelaide  L.  Brewer,  who  was  | 
born  in  Plockanum  in  July,  1839,  and  was  a  daugh-  | 
ter  of  Ashabel  Brevcer,  and  immediately  after  mar-  ! 
riage  took  possession  of  his  present  dwelling,  which 
he  had  erected  in  preparation  for  the  event.  Here 
have  been  born  to  them  three  children  :  Lena,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years  ;  Homer  C,  who  mar- 
ried -Miss  Jennie  Goodwin,  of  East  Hartford,  and  is  i 
now  employed  by  the  Connecticut  r^Iutual  Life  In-  ; 
surance  Co.,  of  Hartford ;  and  George  T.,  who  fell 
into  a  vessel  containing  boiling  water,  and  was 
scalded  to  death  wdien  three  years  old. 

Mr.  Roberts  at  once  engaged  in  market  garden- 
ing on  moving  to  his  own  place,  and  in  partnership 
with  his  brothers  conducted  a  retail  business  on 
Market  street,  where  the  police  station  now  stands, 
and  where  tliey  controlled  the  trade  in  home  produce. 
Along  the  'seventies  Mr.  Roberts  withdrew  from 
the  cultivation  of  garden  produce  and  tinned  his 
attention  to  the  cultivation  of  tobacco,  which  for  [ 


a  number  of  years  he  raised  extensively.  He  was 
very  well  satisfied,  when  he  went  into  the  field,  to 
meet  a  hand  that  could  do  as  nuich  work  as  him- 
self. In  1871  iic  began  buying  and  selling  tobacco, 
and  throughout  the  'seventies  did  an  excellent  trade; 
at  one  time  he  acted  as  buyer  for  several  large 
houses,  but  sin.ce-1895  has  done  nothing  in  the  buy- 
ir.g  line.  Until  1S74  Mr.  Roberts  w'as  a  Republican 
in  i)olitics,  was  then  a  Democrat  luitil  1896,  and  then 
returned  to  the  Republican  party  as  a  sound-money 
man ;  however,  in  town  politics  he  is  neutral.  He 
has  tilled  many  positions  of  honor  and  trust,  his 
fellow  citizens  having  implicit  contidence  in  his 
integrity  and  great  reliance  on  his  judgment.  In 
1872  he  was  elected  selectman  by  the  Republicans, 
and  served  until  187S;  was  town  auditor  for  several 
years  in  the  'eighties;  and  in  iSSS  and  1889  was 
town  treasurer ;  then  for  six  years  he  filled  the 
ofBce  of  first  selectman,  succeeding  Ashbel  Gillman. 
He  lias  been  prosecuting  attorney  of  East  Hartford, 
since  the  organization  of  the  town  court  in  1897, 
filling  the  ofiices  most  satisfactorily.  ^Ir.  Roberts 
also  became  a  member  of  the  board  of  Hartford 
bridge  commissioners  on  the  establishment  of  same, 
in  1889  by  virtue  of  his  position  as  first  selectman 
of  the  town  of  East  Hartford.  In  1893  the  State 
assumed  the  management  of  the  bridge,  and  the 
Legislature  appointed  a  commission  of  three,  of 
which  Mr.  Roberts  was  one.  In  1895  the  Act  was 
repealed,  and  the  Legislature  appointed  a  new  com- 
mission, consisting  of  eight  members,  Mr.  Roberts 
being  one  of  the  number ;  he  still  holds  the  position. 
He  has  also  represented  his  district  in  the  State 
Legislature,  having  been  elected  as  a  Democrat  in 
18S2,  1887  and  1895.  In  the  session  of  18S2  he 
was  a  member  of  the  committee  on  Agriculture ; 
in  that  of  1887  was  a  member  of  the  committee 
on  Roads  and  Bridges;  and  in  that  of  1895  was 'a 
member  of  the  committee  on  Finance,  having  for 
his  coadjutor  the  present  Gov.  Lounsbury  and  the 
present  Lieut.-Gov.  Lyman  J.  jMills.  Mr.  Roberts 
was  also  a  charter  member  of  the  East  Hartford 
Grange,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Honor 
when  that  order  had  its  existence.  He  is  a  trustee 
of  the  Co-operative  Savings  Society  of  Hartford, 
and  has  always  led  a  progressive,  prominent  and 
useful  life. 

Air.  Roberts  is  one  of  the  best-read  men  in  the 
county,  one  whose  consideration  would  at  once  sug- 
gest a  college  education.  He  has  been  a  close  stu- 
dent of  science,  history  and  general  literature,  and 
takes  great  interest  especially  in  scientific  studies 
that  to  the  cornmon  mind  would  be  but  dry  rcatling. 
He  is  witty  and  jolly,  and  his  sense  of  humor  far 
exceeds  the  ordinary.  He  is  progressive,  ami  takes 
greater  pleasure  in  looking  forward  than  backward. 
His  friends  and  acquaintances  are  extensive  through- 
out the  comity,  and  he  is  justly  classed  with  the 
representative  and  advanced  citizens  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut. 
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IIOX.  D.  ELLSWORTH  IMlllLPS.  pruhate 
judge  for  the  lown  of  Windsor,  is  a  member  of  an 
honored  pioneer  family  which  is  now  numerously 
represented  in  this  section.  J I  is  ancestors  settled 
in  \\  mdsor  jirevious  to  the  organizatii  ui  of  the 
town,  and  their  fe.resii;'lil .  enterpi'ise  and  puljlic 
spirit  ditl  nuich  Id  establish  .the  free  Juslitutions 
of  which  later  generations  have  reaped  tlie  beneht, 
while  the  prestige  of  the  name  h.as  l)een  well  sus- 
tained in  modern  times,  our  stiliject's  endorsement 
of  any  movement  being  recognized  as  a  potent  in- 
fluence in  its  favor. 

The  I'helps  familv  in  America  is  descended  fro;ii 
two  brothers,  W  illiam  and  lieorge,  who  came  from 
England  in  1630  on  the  ship  "Mary  and  John,"  in 
company  with  a  younger  brother.  Richard,  of  whom 
all  trace  was  lost  after  he  went  to  the  Barbadoes, 
in  1635.  Their  mtitive  in  coming  was  the  desire 
for  religious  liberty,  an.d  Rev.  ^h.  Warham,  of 
whose  church  in  England  William  Phelps  was  an 
original  member,  was  the  leader  of  their  party. 
William  Phelps  was  a  native  "of  Tewkesbury, 
Gloucestershire,  England,  born  about  1599,  and 
at  the  time  of  his  emigration  had  a  wife  and  five 
children.  He  located  first  in  Dorchester,  Mass., 
where  he  took  a  prominent  part  in  town  ailairs, 
and  his  first  wife  died  there.  In  the  spring  of  1O36 
he  removed  to  \Vindsor  with  his  children,  and 
during  his  later  rears  he  made  his  home  on  a 
tract  of  land  on  the  road  between  that  village  and 
Poquonock,  three-quarters  of  a  mile  northwest  of 
Broad  street,  his  death  occurring  July  14,  1672. 
After  his  removal  to  Windsor  he  married  ]\Iary 
Dover,  a  native  of  England,  who  came  over  on  the 
"Alary  and  John,"  with  Rev.  Air.  Warham's  little 
colony. 

(II)  Samuel  Phelps,  the  next  in  the  line  of 
descent  to  onr  subject,  was  born  about  1625,  and 
was  the  second  son  and  third  child  of  William 
Phelps  by  his  first  wife.  On  Xov.  10,  1650,  he 
was  married,  in  Windsor,  to  Sarah  Grisv.old,  a 
native  of  Kenilworth,  England,  who  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  1639  with  her  father,  Edward  Griswold,  an 
early  settler  at  Poquonock. 

(HI)  William  I'helps,  son  of  Samuel,  was  born 
Nov.  3,  1660,  and  died  Xov.  21,  171 1,  at  his  home 
in  Poquonock.  On  Jan.  4,  1693,  he  married  Han- 
nah Hayden,  born  X'ov.  6,  1668,  who  survived  him, 
and  was  married  later  to  a  Air.  Smith.  Seven 
children  were  born  to  \\'illiam  and  Hannah  Phelps, 
their  names  with  dates  of  birth  Ijcing  as  follows: 
Hannah  (Airs.  Plarmon).  Oct.  13,  1694;  Phcebe, 
Sept.  I,  1696;  William,  Jan.  13,  1698;  Lieut.  Daniel, 
March  21,  1700;  John  (Deacon),  Alarch  21.  1703; 
Elizabeth,  July  23,  1706;  and  Charles,  Oct.  13,  1708. 

(I\'")  Lieut.  Daniel  Phelps  was  marrierl  Xov. 
9,  1728,  to  Alinduell  Buckland,  by  whom  he  had 
the  following  children:  Mindwell,  l)ijrn  Sept.  30, 
1729,  who  was  married  to  Isaac  Griswold  Alay  19, 
1748;  Daniel,  born  .Ajiril  26,  1730,  died  Feb.  16, 
1804;  Sarah,  br^rii  A|'ril  26,  1730;  Hannah,  born 


Feb.  4,  1731  :  l\oger,  whn  is  mentioned  l)elov,-; 
Eunice,  born  May  27,  1739;  Eunice  (2),  born  in 
1742.  who  v,a>  married.  Jan.  5,  to  i'.ildad 

Pheljis ;  and  .\arun,  who  (.lied  in  1820,  when  over 
sixty  years  <,if  age. 

{\' )  Ro;.;er  Phel]is,  our  subject's  greal-grand- 
father,  was  l)o'rn  in  1735,  and  resided  in  \\  indsor 
on  the  original  humestead  of  William  Phelps,  the 
pioneer,  his  death  occurring  there  Jan.  27,  iSll. 
His  wife,  Deljorah  Filley,  who  was  born  in  1743, 
died  at  Windsor  Aug.  31,  1792.  They  had  four 
children:  Amelia,  born  1772,  died  in  1801,  un- 
married ;  Olive,  who  never  married,  rcbiiled  with 
her  brother  Ivoger.  at  Windsor;  Roger,  known  as 
Deacon  Roger,  is  mentioned  below;  Deborah  mar- 
ried Eitz  J.  Alhn.  of  \\"indsor. 

(\'I)  Deacon  Roger  Phelps,  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  born  Alarch  22,  1780,  and  became 
a  leading  agriculturist  of  \\'indsor,  his  home  being 
at  the  old  farm  em  the  Poquonock  road,  where  he 
died  Alarch  28,  1S64.  On  Oct.  31,  1803,  he  mar- 
ried Rhoda  Barber,  born  April  22,  1783,  died  Alarch 
31,  1S64,  daughter  of  Jerziah  and  Loanna  Bar- 
ber, and  they  had  a  large  family  of  children,  most 
of  whom  lived  to  maturity,  (i)  Cicero,  born  1804, 
was  a  farmer,  and  removed  to  Alilo,  Bureau  Co., 
111.,  in  his  later  years.  On  Alay  11,  1837,  he  mar- 
ried Betsey  Crane,  and  they  had  five  children,  Eliz- 
abeth, Cicero,  Roger  W.,  Daniel  and  John.  (2) 
Daniel  B.,  fatlier  of  our  subject,  is  mentioned  be- 
low-. (3)  Rhoda  B.,  born  July  28,  1810,  married 
John  \y.  Dunlap  (deceased),  of  South  Hadley, 
Alass.,  and  had  one  child,  Edward.  (4)  Amelia, 
born  Feb.  23,  1S13,  died  Xov.  14,  1840,  unmarried. 
(5)  William  R.,  born  Sept.  12,  1S15,  died  in  1S70 
at  Peoria,  111.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  mercantile 
business.  In  early  life  he  was  for  some  time  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Drake  &  Phelps,  merchants, 
at  ^^'indsor.  He  was  married  (first),  in  X'ovem- 
ber,  183S,  to  AUss  Susan  Remington,  of  Sutneld, 
Conn.,  and  (second),  in  August,  185 1,  to  Mar- 
garet Thompson.  By  his  first  wife  he  had  one 
daughter,  Julia  E.,  and  by  the  second  he  had  a 
son,  \\'illiam  Roger.  (6j  Catherine,  born  Sept. 
15,  1818,  was  married,  Alay  4,  1842,  to  Rev.  Austin 
Gary  (deceased).  On  Alay  11,  1S52,  she  married 
Rev.  Alatthew  Kingman  (deceased),  and  she  now 
resides  at  Amherst,  Mass.  She  has  had  seven 
children,  Austin,  William,  Ellen,  Alaria  and  Sarah 
(all  deceased),  and  Kate  P.  and  Alorris  B.,  living. 
{/)  Timothv  S.,  born  Oct.  30,  1820,  is  a  promi- 
nent agriculturist  of  Windsor  town.  On  Dec.  19, 
1843,  he  married  l-Ilizabetl,  S.  Loomis.  who  died 
Oct.  30,  1852,  leaving  three  children.  Timothy  D., 
Anna  E.  and  Albert  L..  all  now  deceased.  On 
Alay  ]S,  i85<;.  he  married  Ellen  Ellsworth,  by 
whom  ho  had  four  children,  Albert  E.,  Ellen  J., 
W^illiam  R.  (deceased),  and  Catherine  AI.  (8) 
Alary  J.,  born  Aug.  1,  1823,  died  Afay  13,  1851, 
immarried.  (9)  Janettc  L.,  born  Xov.  5.  1827, 
died  Jtme  25,  1830. 


j 


t 


i 


i: 


.  5 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


OSO 


Dauio!  B.  riiclps,  the  fatlicr  of  ov.v  sub-  ! 
jcct,  was  bcirn  Dec.  25,  1S07,  nrar  Wiiulsm'  Cen-  i 
lor,  on  the  oris;iiial  I'liclps  liomcstcad,  now  the 
"town  farm."  l  ie  was  ctluoatcd  in  ihc  bjcal  scliools, 
and  for  a  time  was  cnyagctl  in  tcachini;-,  but  soon 
turned  his  aiu-uiion  to  brickmakiny-  as  a  business. 
As  he  liad  but  bmited  eapiial  he  be^an  in  a  small  ; 
way,  but  his  energy  and  ea.reful  numagenient  cn- 
al'led  him  to  secure  a  good  trade.  Jn  1857  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  three  builders,  and  en- 
gaged in  the  business  on  a  larger  scale  than  had 
previously  been  attempted  in  the  town,  the  venture  i 
proving  successful  in  everv  way.  He  remained  at  | 
the  head  of  the  firm  until  18O4,  audi  his  death  oc- 
curred in  W  indsor  Xov.  9,  of  that  year.  He  was 
noted  for  his  enterprise  and  sound  judgment,  and 
at  his  death  left  a  handsome  estate,  including  our 
subject's  present  homestead.  While  he  was  not  a 
politician  he  was  always  interested  in  National 
questions,  being  first  a  Whig  and  later  a  stanch 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party.  .During,  the 
war  lie  was  active  in  furnishing  supplies  to  the 
armv.  visiting  most  of  the  camps  near  Hartford. 
On  April  4,  1831,  he  married  Miss  Delia  Drake, 
who  was  born  Dec.  17,  1809,  daughter  of  l]ildad 
and  Kcziah  Drake,  and  a  member  of  one  of  the 
oldest  families  of  Windsor.  Our  subject's  pres- 
ent homestead,  which  was  purchased  by  his  fa- 
ther previous  to  this  marriage,  was  formerly  known 
as  the  '"Drake  homestead,"  and  a  building  occupied 
in  1737  by  Phineas  Drake,  the  well-known  pioneer, 
is  still  standing.  3>Irs.  Delia  Phelps  died  .May  6, 
1846,  leaving  one  child,  Delia,  who  died  May  18, 
1846.  On  March  21,  1849,  ^It.  Phel])s  married 
INIiss  Phebe  Lyman  Ellsworth,  and  they  had  seven 
children,  of  wd'iom  our  subject  was  the  eldest.  (2) 
Ella  J.,  born  July  12,  18.^0,  died  Sept.  9,  1852.  (3) 
Daniel  born  Eel).  19,  1852,  w-as  married,  Feb. 
28,  1872,  to  ;Mary  Jane  Loomis,  of  Windsor,  who 
died  March  11,  1S90.  Four  children  were  born 
to  them— Ella  L.,  Dec.  26,  1874;  -Marv  E.,  Oct. 
6,  1876;  Catherine  W.,  Oct.  28,  1878:  and  Daniel 
W.,  April  30,  188 1.  Daniel  W.  Phelps  now  makes 
iiis  home  with  nis  children  in  Omaha,  Xeb..  where 
he  is  engaged  in  mercantile  business.  (4)  Charles, 
lx)rn  Xov.  10,  1853,  died  Dec.  13,  1854.  (5) 
Agnes  Amalia,  born  Feb.  20,  1856,  married  Arthur 
AI.  Wilson,  of  Windsor,  on  Oct.  21,  1884.  (6) 
Walter  G.,  Uarn  Jan.  4,  1858,  formerly  a  civil  en- 
gineer on  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Ouincey  rail- 
road, married,  Dec.  9,  1885,  Grace  H.  Goodell,  of 
Hartford,  Conn.,  and  died'  in  Hartford  Xov.  18, 
1887,  leaving  one  son,  Dwight  G.,  lK)rn  June  8, 
1887.  (7j  Theodore  L.,  of  Omaha,  Xeb.,  IS  a  civil 
engineer  on  the  Chicago,  I'urlington  &  Ouincey 
railroad.  He  was  born  Feb.  G,  i860,  and  married 
Annie  E.  Mills,  of  Windsor,  Jan.  18,  iXy.S.  (Jur 
subject's  mother  v,-as  born  Sept.  20,  1820,  in  l^ast 
Granby,  and  is  still  living.  Her  father,  David 
Ellsworth,  was  a  prosperous  miller  and  farmer  of 
that  town,  and  she  is  of  the  sixth  generation  in 
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ilescent  from  losias  b'llsworth,  the  ]!ir<neer.  and  his 
wife.  1-dizabeth  bb»le<>mb.  the  line  being  traced 
through  Jonallian  I'dlsworth,  who  married  Sarah 
Grant;  David,  who  married  Jemima  Eeavitt  (tlie 
l)areuts  of  Chief  Justice  tjliver  bdlsworth )  ;  Da\-id 
(_2),  who  married  Phebe  Lyman;  and  David  (^3), 
Mrs.  I'helps"  fatncr.  who  married  Alma  Gillesi'ie. 

(\'JI1)  Judge  Plielps  was  !)orn  Feb.  8,  1849, 
at  the  present  homestead,  and  from  the  age  of 
sixteen  he  has  hael  the  management  of  the  farm, 
his  brothers  having  turned  their  attention  to  other 
business.  His  education  was  acqu.ired  in  the  pub- 
lic scliools  and  at  the  Windsor  Academy.  His 
farm  is  managed  with  admirable  system,  and  he  is 
prominently  identified  with  various  business  enter- 
prises, having  been  president  of  the  Windsor 
Creamery  Co.,  and  of  the  Hartford  County  To- 
bacco Growers  Lisurance  Co,  (against  hail).  He 
has  been  a  stanch  believer  in  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party  since  boyhood,  and  his  fidelity  to 
the  public  welfare  has  made  him  a  popular  candi- 
date for  office.  He  has  served  as  justice  of  the 
peace  and  on  the  school  committee  and  board  of 
relief,  and  in  1892  was  elected  judge  of  the  pro- 
bate court  of  his  town,  an  office  which  he  fills  with 
dignity  and  ability.  In  1887  he  served  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  General  Assembly,  and  has  been  elected 
to  the  Assembly  of  1901.  At  present  he  is  also 
treasurer  of  the  First  School  Society  of  Windsor. 
In  manner  he  is  unostentatious,  making  ever^'one 
at  ease,  and  fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the 
Masonic  Fraternitv  as  a  member  of  Washington 
Lodge,  X^o.  70,  at  Windsor. 

On  June  17,  1S84,  our  subject  married  !\Iiss 
]Mary  L.  [McConnick,  daughter  of  James  and  Jen- 
nette  (Hale)  ^NlcCormick,  of  Windsor,  and  to  them 
have  come  two  children:  James  McC,  born  Aug. 
I,  1885,  who  died  June  30,  1894;  and  Alma  Gilles- 
pie, born  Sept.  21,  1887.  Mrs.  Phelps,  wlio  is 
one  of  the  social  leaders  of  their  town,  is  active  in 
religious  work,  and  a  member  of  Grace  Episcopal 
.  Church. 

LAWREXCE  SEYMOUR  FORBES.  In  re- 
cent generations  many  of  the  descendants  of  the 
early  families  of  Connecticut,  who  for  generations 
had  successfully  tilled  the  soil,  have  branched  out 
in  various  lines  of  business,  carved  out  fortunes, 
built  up  great  industries,  and  developed  a  fine  busi- 
ness talent  which  has  been  latent  from  lack  of  op- 
portunity. Among  that  number  is  Mr.  Forbes,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  one  of  the  best-known  citizens 
of  East  Hartford,  president  of  the  East  Hartford 
Manufacturing  Co.,  and  chief  owner  of  its  plant  at 
Buriiside. 

AFr.  Forbes  is  a  representative  of  one  of  the 
oldest  families  of  the  town,  being  of  the  seventh 
generation  in  descent  from  Capt.  James  Forbes,  the 
founder  of  the  family  in  America,  who  was  banished 
from  Great  Britain  in  1654.  ?Tis  line  of  descent  is 
as  follows:  (i)  Capt.  James  Forbes,  tlic  progcni- 
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tor.  wlio  dicil  Xov.  _7.  i6w2;  (j)  James  Forbes 
(May  14,  1077-175- >;  Timothy  Forbes  {lyib, 
(,)ct.  J  I,  17701:  14)  Timdlhy  b'orlies  (  June  14, 
1743-Sci't.  14.  iSooi;  (51  'J  imothy  I'orlKS  'yjwly 
3.  177.1)  " '  >  -^lah;L>n  J'orbes  (Oct.  14.  iSo^-.May  8, 
1S9M  ;  (,71  Lawrence  Seymour  I'orbes,  our  sub- 
ject (born  Jan.  jS,  1S47). 

Capt.  James  Forbes,  of  Caithness,  Scotlaiul,  was 
a  yminger  son  of  J_)uncan  b'orbes,  hrst  Laird  of 
Culloilen.  and  provosi  of  Inverness,  and  bnnher  of 
Jolm  ]-"orl_)es,  second  Laird  of  Culloden.  James 
Forbes  was  captain  in  the  Ro)al  arm\-.  and  fought 
under  Moutro.-e.  He  was  eaptureil  at  the  liattlc 
of  Fhiliphaug'h.  near  Selkirk,  Scotland,  in  1*^45,  and 
for  a  time  was  imprisoned  in  the  Tower  of  London, 
then  banished  to  America.  He  reached  Connecticut 
in  1654,  and  for  many  years,  tiutil  his  death,  was  a 
prominent  resident  of  the  C(,>iony. 

Timothy  l-^orl)es,  the  gTandfaiher  of  our  subject, 
married  Flizabetlt  Treat,  and  lived  as  a  farmer  on 
the  old  liomestead  at  Scotland  (now'  Bttrnside  ),  in 
a  house,  still  standing,  which  was  built  about  1766, 
on  land  wdtich  has  now  been  in  the  possession  of 
the  family  for  over  two  hundred  and  forty  years. 
Here,  too,  was  born  ]\lahlon  Forbes,  the  father  of 
our  subject.  He  attendeed  in  his  boyhood  the 
schools  of  Scotland  district,  and  later  was  a  student 
in  the  East  Hartford  school,  taught  by  Salmon 
Phelps.  ]\Iahlon  Forbes  was  reared  as  a  farmer 
boy,  and  adopted  farming  as  a  vocation.  Later 
he  succeeded  to  a  ljutcher  business  which  had  pre- 
viously been  conducted  by  his  brother  George.  In 
those  earlv  da}  s  onlv  home-grown  beef -was  slaugh- 
tered, and  the  butclier  bought  from  surrounding 
farmers  the  cattle  wdtich  he  killed  and  dressed. 
^Mahlon  Forbes  v/as  an  excellent  judge  of  live  stock, 
condticted  that  business  very  successftiUy,  and  also 
contintted  to  carry  on  farming  operations  through 
life.  He  married  3.1iss  Sarah  Lawrence,  of  Spring- 
field, Mass.,  born  ?\Iay  4,  1807,  daughter  of  Will- 
iam Lawrence  and  his  wife,  wdiose  maiden  name  was 
^.lurphv,  and  they  had  children  as  follows :  Hilary 
E..  born  Aug.  15.  1830,  wdio  is  unmarried,  residing 
on  her  father's  home  farm  at  Burnside :  Annie 
:\Iarie,  born  April  15,  1S32,  now  Mrs.  E.  R.  Fitch, 
of  Burnside.  a  resident  of  the  old  home  farm; 
Timothy,  born  April  10,  1834,  died  .ALay  12,  1834; 
Ellen  A.,  born  Oct.  18,  1835,  now  ^Mrs.  Orrin  Con- 
verse, of  Stafford  S[)rings,  Conn. ;  John  \V.,  born 
Fel).  28.  1838,  a  resident  of  Burnside:  Ceorge  H., 
born  ^Larch  8,  1840.  a  broker  of  New  York  City; 
and  L.  Seymour,  born  Jan.  28,  1847.  ^^"bject  of  this 
sketch. 

In  politics  }^Iahlon  Forbes  was  a  Democrat  early 
in  life,  but  in  1860,  on  the  slavery  issue,  he  became 
a  Repuljlican,  being  an  .\bolitionist.  He  was  not  a 
.politician  in  the  modern  acceptation  of  the  word, 
but  was  a  leading  s]iiril  in  the  parly,  and  served  as 
a  representative  in  the  State  Legislature  and  as  a 
nicml)er  of  tlie  board  of  selectmen  with  Mr.  Stanley, 
known  as  the  v.'ar  selectman.    He  was  a  ihurough 


;  and  efiieient  offieial,  faithful  to  everv  trust.  In  re- 
i  ligious  faith  he  was  a  member  oi  the  E.  Church, 
!  and  was  a  very  i)ronu'nent  and  active  worker  in  the 

cluu'ch,  a  liberal  contnbuloi-  to  all  wjrthv  religious 
:  causes,  and  the  r(.ciiiient  of  many  oHicial  honors  in 

c!un-eh  organization.  In  his  home,  religious  wor- 
;  i>hip  was  sacredly  observed,  and  the  Sab!)aih  Day 
,  was  held  in  the  greatest  reverence.  .Mahlon  Forbes 
i  was  also  a  zealous  advocate  ami  sui)porter  of  the 

]n;b!ic  schools,  recognizing  their  inestimable  value 
I  in  moldlrig  the  character  of  American  citizenship, 
j  His  reputation  for  hone-^ty  and  integrity  was  very 
;  high.  He  lived  to  a  ripe  age,  dying  May  8,  iSyi, 
;  aged  eight}--seven  years.  His  wife  died  Sept.  15, 
I  1875,  'i"'!  both  are  buried  in  Hast  Hartford  ceme- 

tery. 

:        C)ur  subject  in  his  bo}-hood  alteiuLd  the  dis- 
I  triet  schools  of  Scotland,  and  among  his  teachers 
were  Edgar  A.  Btirnham  and  Miss  .Martha  Bunce. 
:  He  also  attended  a  private  school  at  East  Hartford, 
I  conducted  by  Salmon  Phelps  (to  whom  his  father 
had  also  been  a  pupil,  a  circumstance  that  is  all  the 
I  more  remarkable,  when  it  is  remembered  that  his 
I  father  was  forty-fotu-  years  older),  and  still  later 
attended  the  East  Hartford  High  Scliool ;  but  his 
i  school  days  ended  when  he  was  sixteen  \  ears  of  age. 
I  At  seventeen  he  opened  his  business  career  as  an  er- 
{  rand  boy  in  the  First  National  Bank,  at  Hartford, 
I  and  for  seventeen  years  he  was  in  the  employ  of 
'  that  institution,  rising  fro'm  the  position  of  errand 
I  boy  to  that  of  teller.    He  resigned  the  latter  po- 
sition in  1881  to  enter  business  for  himself,  b..'Coming 
treasurer  of  the  East  Hartford  Mamifacturing  Co., 
at  Burnside,  with  wdiich  he  has  ever  since  been  con- 
i  nected,  and  of  which  he  is  now  president  and  prin- 
cipal owner.    The  company  manufactures  the  finer 
i  grades  of  writing  paper.    ]\Ir.   Forbes  has  thor- 
oughly mastered  the  details  of  ever)-  department  of 
'  the  bttsincss,  and  the  prosperous  condition  of  the 
I  company's  affairs  attests  the  able  management  of  its 
j  president. 

i  Air.  Forbes  married  ]\Iiss  Fannie  Hinds  I,arkum, 
liorn  June  23.  1852,  at  Bridgeport,  daughter  of 
j  Ch.arles  Cooley  and  Sarah  ^J.  (Childs)  Larkum. 
i  The  name  Larkum  was  formerly  S]K'lled  Larcom 
i  or  Larcoml).  The  lamilv  is  of  Huguenot  e.Ktraction, 
and  is  descended  from  IMordecai  Larcom,  who  set- 
I  tied  at  Ipswich  about  1633,  and  later  lived  at  Bev- 
I  erly,  Mass.  Charles'  Cooley  Larkum 'was  born  at 
I  West  Hartford,  Conn.,  June  15,  1818.  He  was  one 
j  of  four  children,  Horace,  George,  Charles  and  W'ill- 
,  iam.  all  of  whom  are  now  deceased,  and  only  five  of 
I  their  descendants  are  now  living:  Mrs.  I'^irbes; 
j  Mrs.  Amanda  \\'heeler,  of  Hartford,  and  W  illiam 
j  Larkum,  children  of  George;  and  Mrs.  Mary  A. 
:  liatterson  and  Mrs.  Gertrude  Howell,  datighters  of 
\  lloraci'.  Wdien  Charles  C.  Larlauu  was  a  boy  his 
i  father  died,  and,  as  was  custriUKU'v  in  those  days,  he 
!  was  j)ut  on  a  farm  to  earn  his  own  support.  He  ac- 
fpiired  a  knowledge  of  the  saildler's  trade,  and  fol- 
lowed it  successfully  in  llarlford,  whence  he  re- 
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iM.iviil  to  r.ii^l.m-'liurl.  and  later  in  1S54  to  Hartford. 
jAirnii;  tli-j  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  L'onipany  11. 
ji>i  I  I'nn.  \  .  1.,  antl  .ser\  ed  for  three  years,  winning- 
a  jironiolion  to  hrst  sergeant,  lie  ]xuticipatcd  in  ' 
>c\en  hattles,  and  was  never  absent  from  his  coni- 
]unv  on  aeeonnl  of  sickness  or  womuls.  He  gave 
I'.p  iii.--  trade  a  ntnnher  of  years  prior  to  his  death, 
when  it  was  no  long'er  protitahie.  and  became  a 
farmer  and  tobacco  grower.  Sarah  j.  L'hilds,  his 
wife,  was  born  in  }iliddle  Haddam,  Conn.,  Jnly  14. 
1.S18,  a  danghter  of  lUickley  and  Sally  (^'i'racyj 
C"hi!ds.  Her  mother,  Sally  Tracy,  was  born  in  Col- 
chester. Conn.,  and  was  a  representative  of  an  old 
C  unnecticiu  famil}",  Ix-ing  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
lumice  t^iV'ham)  Tracy.  Daniel  was  a  son  of 
Xehemiah  and  Susanna  Smith')  Tracy:  Xehemiah, 
>on  oi  \\  inslow  and  Rachel  (^Ripley  )  Tracx- ;  W  ins- 
low,  son  of  Capt.  John  and  !\Iary  (W'inslow  i  Tracy; 
Capt.  John,  son  of  Lieut.  Thomas  an^i  Mary  (Ma- 
son I  Tracy.  Lieui.  Thomas  Tracy,  the  progenitor 
of  the  family  in  America,  was  borii  in  1610,  on  the 
Tewksbury  estates,  England.  He  landed  at  Salem, 
-Mass.,  in  April,  1636,  and  in  1660  removed  to  Con- 
nicticni,  becoming  one  of  the  original  proprietors  of 
Norwich,  that  State.  He  was  one  of  the  leading 
]nen  of  Norwich,  where  he  died  Xov.  7.  1CS5.  To 
llueklev  and  Sally  (Tracy)  Childs  were  born  nine 
children,  seven  daughters  and  two  sons,  of  whom 
only  one  daughter.  r^Iartha,  now  r\Irs.  Abram  Pet- 
tibone.  of  W'aukegan.  111.,  now  survives.  CharL-s 
Cooley  Larkum  lived  to  the  age  of  seventy-eiglit 
years.  His  wife  died  at  the  age  of  tifty-six,  and 
both  are  buried  at  East  Hartford.  In  politics  2\[r. 
Larkum  was  a  Democrat  earlv  in  life,  but  later  he 
voted  the  Republican  ticket.  He  Vv'as  a  member 
of  Rodman  Post,  G.  A.  R..  at  East  Hartford.  2\Ir. 
and  Mrs.  Larkum  had  three  children  :  Harriet,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  four  vears ;  George,  who  died  in 
childhood  :  and  Fanny  H.,  the  wife  of  our  subject. 

'J~o  our.  subject  and  wife  have  been  born  two 
children:  Jennie  L.  and  Robert  S..  both  at  home. 
Mr.  and  !Mrs.  Forbes  are  prominent  members  of 
the  M.  E.  Church,  liberal  contributors,  and  ainong 
its  most  active  workers.  IMrs.  Forbes  is  a  member 
of  its  Home  and  Foreign  ■Missionary  Societies, 
president  of  the  Ladies  Society,  and  assistant  li- 
brarian of  the  Sabbath-school,  in  which  ^Ir.  Forbes 
i^  a  teacher.  The  family  occupies  the  elegant  Jo- 
scj)h  IMerriman  home,  one  of  the  best  in  East  Hart- 
ford, and  possessing  a  most  delightful  location, 
\vhich  has  been  owned  bv  'Sir.  Forbes  since  1881. 

Mr.  Fori  :>es  is  a  charier  member  of  Lafavette 
Council,  No.  37,  O.  U.  A.  'SL.  at  East  Hartford,  and 
also  of  the  Royal  Arcanum  at  East  Flartford.  In 
politics  he  is  a  stanch  Reinil)lican.  and  he  represented 
Last  Hartford  in  the  State  Legislature  at  the  time 
of  the  celebrated  "deadlock."  While  not  an  active 
politician,  he  takes  a  keen  interest  in  the  party  suc- 
cess. Mr.  Forbes  is  an  admirer  of  good  horses,  and 
a  good  judge  as  well.  As  a  business  man  he  has 
clean-cut  methods,  attending  closely  to  the  affairs 


of  his  ollice.  and  attaining  more  than  ordinary  suc- 
cess. He  is  one  of  the  most  jMOsperous  business 
men  in  Last  Hartford.  Jn  manner  he  is  quiet  an.d 
unosteiuatious,  a  man  of  few  words,  but  thoroughlv 
business-like  in  all  his  methods.  The  family  has 
high  social  standing,  and  fitly  represents  and  per- 
petuates the  jironiiiience  and  high  character  which 
have  been  its  portion  in  previous  generations. 

ISAAC  EDWARD  ALLIXG.  Among  the  prom- 
inent and  substantial  farmers  of  the  town  of  Berlin, 
is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  v,ho,  in  his  earlier  life, 
for  a  number  of  years  followed  the  carriage-making 
trade,  abandoning  it  to  return  to  the  farm.  He  is 
progressive  in  his  methods,  industrious  and  pros- 
I  perous,  and  is  one  of  the  best-known  agriculturists 
of  the  town. 

Mr.  Ailing  is  a  great-grandson  of  Rev.  Abraham 
■Ailing,  who  was  born  about  1754.  and  became  one 
of  the  best-known  Connecticut  Congregational  min- 
isters  of  a  century  ago.  He  was  the  first  pastor  of 
the  Congregational  Church  at  Whitneyville,  serv- 
,  ing  continuously  from  1795  to  1S23.  He  was  or- 
dained Oct.  19,  1797,  and  was  dismissed  in  1822, 
,  at  his  own  request.  He  died  in  1837,  aged  eighty- 
three  years.  Ezra  Ailing,  the  grandlather  of  our 
subject,  was  a  well-known  agriculturist  of  Hamd^n 
and  Xorth  Haveri.  and  with  his  wife  was  buried  in 
Flamden  cemetery.  Charles  Xoyes  Ailing,  the  fa- 
ther of  our  subject,  was  born  at  Hamden  Feb.  2, 
1822.  He  was  reared  on  the  farm,  but  acquired  a 
knowledge  of  the  carriage  makjr's  trade,  and  for 
many  years  he  was  a  successful  carriage  maker. 
About  1 85 1  he  removed  from  Flamden  to  Kensing- 
ton, where  he  owned  and  operated  a  carriage  fac- 
tory, employing  from  eight  to  ten  men.  In  later 
life  he  retired  to  the  farm.  He  was  an  indusrious, 
hard-working  man,  and  became  c^uite  well-to-do. 
in  1848  he  married  Delia  Angeline  Baldwin,  a  de- 
scendant of  the  well-known  Welles  family  of  A\'eth- 
ersfield.  Both  the  parents  of  our  subject  are  buried 
in  West  Lane  cemetery,  Kensington.  In  politics 
Charles  X'oyes  Ailing  was  a  stanch  Republican. 
He  served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  was  on  the  board 
of  relief  and  grand  jury  for  a  number  of  years,  and 
filled  various  other  minor  offices.  He  was  an  ac- 
tive member  of  the  IMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
was  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  First  ^Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  of  Kensington.  He  died  Oct. 
8,  1S87.  aged  sixty-five  years. 

Isaac  Edward  Ailing,  our  subject,  was  born  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Kensington  Dec.  4,  1852, 
was  reared  on  the  farm  and  received  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools,  later  attending  f'^r 
two  years  the  X'ew  Britain  High  School.  Mr.  Ail- 
ing then  entered  his  father's  shop  and  worked  con- 
timiously  at  carriage  malnng  for  about  ten  years. 
Purchasing  a  farm  of  130  acres,  adjoining  the  home 
farm,  he  removed  to  this  property,  operating  it  for 
about  twelve  years,  when  he  exchanged  it  for  tln^ 
.\d(jnijah  Stron.g  farm  of  117  acres  in  East  Berlin, 
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and  roniovod  to  thai  dc-irablo  tract  of  land,  which 
he  now  occupies.  .Mr.  .MHng'  also  owns  otlicr  huui 
in  r>ciiin  town,  and  i.-  cnL;"agcd  in  i^oncral  larniin_;.j. 

Mr.  Alhng  married,  Nov.  lo,  Miss  Jennie 

Louise  Bradbury,  who  was  l)orn  April  14,  i8:)3, 
tlaughter  of  John  and  .Adeline  (Gladdini;';  Pirad- 
burv,  of  the  lown  nl  Berlin.  'J  he  family  of  our 
subject  and  wife  consists  of  iho  following  children: 
Stella  May,  born  l"cb.  6.  1883,  a  student  of  the  Xew 
Britain  high  sclh^ol  ;  (irace  Louise,  born  July  13, 
1885,  a  vtuilent  of  the  Xew  Britain  grammar  school ; 
Ruth  Inez,  born  Nov.  29,  18S7,  a  student  of  the 
Kew  r.ritairi  grammar  school;  Edward,  born  ^ilarch 
11,  1894;  and  Leon  Isaac,  born  Jan.  7,  189S.  Mr. 
Ailing  in  politics  is  an  earnest  Republican.  l)ut  has 
never  sought  office.  lie  attends  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  of  East  Berlin,  of  which  his 
wife  is  an  active  member. 

Ch.\rli:s  Baluwix  Allixg,  son  of  Charles 
Noyes  and  Delia  Angelinc  (Baldwin)  Ailing,  was 
born  Feb.  25,  1850,  at  ^It.  Carmel,  in  the  town  of 
Hamderi.  He  received  his  education  in  the  schools 
of  Berlin  and  in  the  high  school  of  Xev,-  Britain, 
then  began  life  in  wood-working  in  his  father's 
carriage  shop.  A  }-ear  later  he  entered  the  carriage 
works  of  Benjamin  Manville  &  Co.,  at  New  Haven, 
remaining  about  a  year.  For  eighteen  years  he  was 
then  employed  as  carriage  maker  for  James  \  ile  & 
Sons,  in  New  Britain,  after  which  he  was  in  the 
shops  of  Solomon  North,  of  Plainville,  for  two  years. 
He  retired  from  that  position  to  engage  in  his  pres- 
ent work  with  V\'.  R.  Adams,  at  New  Britain.  Mr. 
Ailing  owns  a  farm  of  forty-one  acres  in  Kensing- 
ton, which  he  does  not  operate.  He  attends  the 
services  of  the  Congrega-tional  Church.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Republican  ;  has  served  as  grand  juror,  was 
a  juror  in  the  Superior  Court  in  1C79, 
years  has  been  justice  of  the  peace  in  Kensington. 

LYMAN  ALLYN  UPSON.  The  world  re- 
spects the  man  whose  success  is  worthily  achieved, 
and  who,  by  overcoming  the  obstacles  and  difh- 
culties  in  his  path,  has  reached  a  ,iigh  position  in 
the  business  world.  This  is  a  progressive  age,  and 
he  who  does  not  advance  is  soon  left  far  behind. 
Mr.  Upson,  bv  the  improvement  of  opportunities 
with  which  all  are  surrounded,  has  steadily  anrl 
honorably  advanced,  and  has  attained  a  fair  degree 
■of  prosperitv.  He  is  to-day  one  of  the  most  enter- 
prising and  prominent  business  men  of  Thompson- 
ville. 

Mr.  Upson  was  born  in  \\'estfield,  Mass.,  July 
23,  184,1,  a  son  of  \'\'illis  and  Harriet  CAllyn  )  Up- 
son, the  former  also  a  native  of  Westficid,  the  lat- 
ter of  \\'indsor.  Conn.  He  is  of  Puritan  stock, 
and  his  ancestors  on  the  paternal  side  came  with 
Rev.  Thomas  Hooker's  congregation  to  Hartford 
about  1634.  His  grandfather,  Simeon  Ui)Son,  a 
native  of  Southington,  Hartford  county,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  after  that 
struggle  removed  to  Westfield,  Mass.,  where  he 


engaged  in  farming  mitil  called  from  this  life,  in. 
1839.  Our  sulijecl's  maternal  grandfather,  h'ree- 
nian  All_\n,  w;is  a  naii\e  of  Cir^iton,  Conn.,  and  a 
son  of  Xalhan  Allyn,  wh<j  was  also  biirn  in  Liroion. 
and  dming  the  Revohuion  served  for  two  years- 
in  the  L-oloni;d  navy,  on  the  privateer  '■Mar(|uis  dc. 
La  P'ayelte."  After  the  close  of  the  war  lie  went 
to  the  Black  River  country,  in  central  New  York, 
and  later  'to  the  Western  Reserve.  (  )riio,  where  he 
made  his  ln.nie  until  his  tlealli.  He  had  several 
brothers  who  \vere  also  memljcrs  of  the  Continental 
army;  Capt.  'J'imothv  .-Mlyii.  who  was  in  th.e  serv- 
ice seven  years;  Ca]M.  Simeon  All}n,  who  wa>  un- 
der the  command  of  Gen.  C/jallui;),  and  was  killed 
in  the  defeiT^e  of  I-'ort  llriswold,  near  Cr^iton, 
Conn,  ;  and  Capt.  Robert  All}  ii.  Willis  Up~on,  om^ 
subject's  fatjier,  was  born  in  1805,  and  s]jeni  his 
entire  life  in  \\  estheld,  Alass.,  wliere  he  carried  on. 
business  as  a  carpenter  and  Imiider.  He  died  in 
1890;  the  motiier  js  still  living,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  nineL_\--three  years. 

Reared  in  \"\  esttield,  Lyman  A.  L'pson  was  ed- ' 
ucated  in  the  ptiblic  schools  and  the  Massachusett^ 
Stc^te  Normal  School  at  that  place,  from  which  lat- 
ter he  graduated  in  i860,  and  after  a  course  pre- 
paratory for  college,  which  was  interrupted  by  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war.  he  enlisted,  June 
29,  1861,  in  the  62d  N.  Y.  \".  I.,  known  as  the 
Anderson  Zouaves.  He  served  three  years  in  the 
army  of  the  Potomac,  participating  in  the  Peninsu- 
lar campaign  under  Gen.  McClellan  ;  the  siege  of 
P'redericksburg  under  Burnside:  ChancellorsviUe, 
under  Hooker;  Gettysbiu'g,  utider  Meade;  and  from 
the  'Rapidan  to  P^etersburg  under  Grant.  .At  the 
battle  of  the  \\"ilderness  he  was  made  a  non-com- 
missioned officer  with  the  rank  of  corporal,  and 
when  his  term  of  service  had  expired  he  was  hon- 
orablv  discharged  in  front  of  Petersburg.  lune  29, 
1864.' 

The  following  August  Air.  Upson  came  to 
Thompsonville,  Conn.,  and  entered  the  oftice  of  the 
Plartford  Carpet  Co.  as  assistant  superintendeni, 
with  which  corporation  he  has  ever  since  been  con- 
nected, having  filled  the  responsible  position  of 
superintendent  of  the  works  since  1878.  His  work 
in  connection  with  his  duties  for  the  Hartford  Car- 
pet Co.  he  considers  the  most  important  of  his 
life.  Since  his  connection  with  the  Hartford  Carpet 
Co.  the  works  have  been  increased  fourfold ;  the 
scattered  departments  assembled  for  the  more 
economic  manufacturing,  and  old  machinery  re- 
placed with  modern.  Air.  Upson  is  the  inventor 
of  several  machines  connected  with  carpet  manu- 
facturing which  have  proved  verv  valuable,  and 
amont:  these  may  be  mentioned  the  repeating  ma- 
chine for  repeating  pattern  cards  for  the  Jacquard 
machine,  and  a  lacing  machine  for  lacing  the 
same.  That  he  has  labored  with  his  heart  in  his 
work  is  evident  from  his  continued  efforts  and  the 
success  which  has  steadily  attended  them,  and  to  him 
may  justly  be  credited,  in  a  great  measure,  the  con- 
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liiUK\l  and  constantly  increasing  pros])critv  c)f  tiiis 
•<,\.i:ccrn.  In  his  connection  lliercwilh  .Mr.  l"]>^on 
J;as  _i;aincil  a  hiuh  standing-  in  commercial  circles 
<is  a  Inisiness  man  (.>t  nniinestioned  ability,  and  an 
<-arne>l  worker  in  his  particular  line.  ^ir.  I'pson 
is  also  president  of  tiie  Thomjisonville  Trnst  Co.  ; 
jjre.-ident  and  treasnrer  of  the  Enfield  FJectric  Li^ht 
•cV  rower  Co. ;  secretary  and  treasnrer  of  the  En- 
Jield  Long-  Meadow  Electric  Railway;  a  director 
of  the  Suffield  &  Thompsonville  Bridge  Co. :  and 
chairman  of  the  board  of  sewer  commissioners  of 
Thonii)Sonville.  lie  is  a  man  of  l)ruad  capabilities, 
carrying-  forward  to  successful  CL>m]iletion  what- 
ever he  undertakes,  and  is  accounted  one  of  the 
most  progressive,  enterprising  and  reliable  busi- 
ness men  of  the  community. 

On  Oct..  17,  1S71,  ^Nlr.  Upson  was  united  ,  in 
inarriage  with  ^^liss  Emma  Douglass,  a  daughter  of 
Gee-)rg-e  A.  and  Carc'Iine  (  .Al)be)  Douglass,  of  Suf- 
field. Conn.,  and  of  the  children  born  to  this  union 
three  are  living:  Irene  B.  (now  Mrs.  James  B. 
Jordan),  Caroline  .V.  and  Lillian  A.  On  Sept.  4, 
iS'C/j.  'Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Upson  were  sadly  bereaved  in 
the  death  of  their  son  and  youngest  child,  Doug- 
lass G..  while  out  hunting.  He  w-as  climbing  over 
a  fence,  when  the  top  rail  broke,  letting  him  down 
so  th.at  his  gun  was  accidentally  discharged,  kill- 
ing him. 

yir.  Upson  is  a  member  of  the  Ecclesiastical 
Committee  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  of 
Ihompsonville ;  is  past  commander  of  Samuel 
Brown  Post,  No.  56,  G.  A.  R.,  of  the  same  place-; 
and  a  member  of  the  .American  Society  Mechanical 
Engineers ;  and  the  .American  Society,  Connecticut 
Sons  of  the  Revolution.  Politically  he  is  a  stanch 
I<epnblican,  and  in  1S75  represented  Enheld  town 
in  the  State  Legislature. 

GEORGE  O.  BE.-VCH.  Prominent  among  the 
enterprising,  energetic  and  successful  business  men 
of  the  town  of  Granby,  is  the  subject  of  this 
review,  the  w-ell-known  president  of  the  Granby 
Agricultural  Society,  and  also  president  of  the 
Granby  Creamery  Co.  He  is  to-day  one  of  the 
most  substantial  citizens  of  the  town,  and  his  con- 
iiection  with  various  business  enterprises  and  indus- 
tries has  been  a  decided  advantage  to  the  county, 
promoting  its  material  welfare  in  no  uncertain 
manner. 

Mr.  Beach  w-as  born  on  the  old  Beach  homestead, 
in  \\"est  Granby,  Sept.  ii,  1844,  and  is  a  worthy  rep- 
resentative of  an  old  and  honored  New  England 
ianiily.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Oliver  Beach, 
Avas  a  native  of  New  Haven  county.  Conn.,  where 
lie  grew  to  manhood,  receiving  only  a  limited  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools.  Throughout  his  life  he 
followed  agricultural  pursuits,  and  when  a  young 
man  took  up  his  residence  on  a  farm  in  Burlington, 
Hartford  county,  but  later  removed  to  a  farm  of 
150  acres  in  West  Granby,  where  he  made  many  im- 
provements, and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life. 


I  Politically  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  religiously  he 
I  and  his  family  were  adherents  of  the  Methodist 

I  Episcopal  Church.  He  first  married  Claiiiula   , 

I  by  whom  he  had  si.K  children:  Enieline,  wife  of 
j  James  Gillett;  Clarissa;  C)liyer,  father  of  our  sub- 
j  ject ;  William;  S}'dney :  and  Maryette.  For  his  sec- 
I  ond  wife  lie  wedded  .Mrs.  R'r'sanna  .Allen,  but  there 
i  were  no  children  by  that  union.  Both  now  sleep 
I  in  the  West  Granby  cemetery. 

I  Oliver  Beach,  our  subject's  father,  was  born  in 
Burlington  Jan.  12,  1812,  and  accompanied  his  par- 
ents on  their  removal  to  \\  est  Granby,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood,  and  w-as  educated  in  the  common 
schools.  .Although  his  educational  advantages  were 
rather  limited,  he  was  a  close  observer  and  great 
reader,  and  thus  became  a  well-informed  man.  He 
owned  and  operated  a  valuable  farm  of  300  acres, 

1  was  also  interested  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber, 
conducting  a  sawmill  on  his  farm,  and  engaged  in 
distilling  to  some  extent.  He  was  noted  for  his 
honesty  and  fair  dealings,  and  had  the  confidence 
and  high  regard  of  all  with  w-hom  he  came  in  con- 

1  tact.  As  a  Jacksonian  Democrat  he  took  an  active 
part  in  political  affairs,  and  represented  the  town  of 
Granby  in  the  State  Legislature  one  term,  w-as  se- 
lectman one  term,  and  second  selectman  lor  many 
years.  In  religions  faith  he  was  a  Alethodist. 
He  died  upon  his  farm  ^Nlarch  25,  186S,  and  was 
laid  to  rest  in  Granby  cemetery.  On  June  i,  1837, 
in  North  Canton,  Hartford  county,  ]\Ir.  Beach 
married  3vliss  Lavinia  Mercy  Case,  who  was  born 
there  Feb.  14,  1810,  and  they  became  the  parents 

I  of  three  children  :    Sabra  Lavinia,  now  the  wndow 

I  of  Harvey  Godard ;  Sophia,  wile  of  ]\Iiles  J.  Rose, 

!  of  Granville,  Mass. ;  and  George  O.,  wdiose  name 
opens  this  sketch.  The  mother  is  still  living  and 
quite  active,  although  ninety  years  of  age,  and  now 
makes  her  home  with  her  daughter,  ^Irs.  Rose, 
in  Granville,  Mass.    She  is  a  good  Christian  woman, 

1  a   faithful   member   of   the   ?^Iethodist  Episcopal 

!  Church. 

Mrs.  Lavinia  ]\I.  (Case)  Beach  is  a  descendant 
of  John  Case,  the  pioneer,  through  his  son  William. 
Amasa  Case  (i),  son  of  James  and  Esther  (Fitheii) 
Case,  grandson  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Hol- 
comb)   Case,  and  great-grandson  of  the  original 
John  Case,  was  born  Oct.  18,  1731,  in  Terrys  Plains, 
i  Sin-isbury.    He  spent  his  entire  life  on  the  Case 
j  homestead,  where  he  was  engaged  in  general  fan-n- 
j  ing,  and  his  remains  now  rest  in  the  cemetery  at 
I  Simsbury.    He  was  married  (lirst)  in  1752,  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Hoskins,  who  was  born  in  1732,  daugh- 
ter of  Robert  Hoskins.      In  1766  he  married  a 
widow,  Mrs.  \'iets,  who  died  in  17S5.    His  third 
j  wife,  Abigail  Philijjs  Griswold,  daughter  of  David 
I'hilil)s,  died  Oct.  4,  1794.  and  he  afterward  niar- 
j  ried  Mrs.  Charily  Cornish,  daughter  of  John  Pet- 
tibone ;  after  her  death,  which  occurred  Oct.  5, 
1803,  he  married  a  fifth  wife.  Mrs.  Sarah  Graham,  a 
daughter  of  Beiiajah  lliimplirey,  who  had  herself 
been  previously  married  three  limes.    By  the  first 
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marriage  Ainasa  Case  (i)  had  the  tullowiiig  chil- 
dren: Aniasa  (2)  ;  Aaron,  horn  jnne  10,  1755,  died 
Mareli  2.\.  1811;  l-dizabcth,  born  Any.  15,"  1756, 
died  Dec.  2.  i8jj;  Stephen,  born  Oct.  (\,  1758; 
Mary,  born  Jan.  2,  i7()o:  and  Meliitabel.  horn  .March 
8,  1702.  Jlv  his  second  marriage  h.o  also  had  .six 
oliiUlren  ;  Ajjollos,  born  Aug.  1,  I7'_i8.  married  I'olly 
Frazior,  and  died  June  15,  1827;  Ruth,  born  Sept. 
30,  1770;  Julius,  born  Feb.  20,  1773,  died  Alay  17, 
1773:  Enoch,  born  Alay  lo,  1774,  died  Julv  27, 
J 799;  Salome,  born  Doc.  i,  1777;  and  Chloe. 

Amasa  Case  (2)  was  born  Oct.  29,  1753,  on  the 
homestead  al  Terrys  Plains,  Simsburv,  and  died 
June  23,  1843.  ^^  hen  a  young-  man  he  removed  to 
what  is  now  Hoskins  Station,  in  the  Westover 
Plains  District,  and  engaged  in  farming,  which  oc- 
cujiation  he  continued  throughout  his  life.  For 
many  years  he  served  as  deacon  in  the  church.  His 
wife,  ^lercy  (Hillyer),  was  born  in  1763,  and  died 
Sept.  3,  1809.  They  had  ten  children:  Amasa  (3), 
born  Feb.  17,  1780,  died  June  8,  1S51  ;  Philetus  is 
mentioned  below;  Stephen  born  Jan.  17,  1784; 
IMercy,  born  July  13,  1785,  married  Peter  ^Mason ; 
Charlotte,  born  Sept.  28,  1787,  married  Dr.  Timothy 
Phelps ;  Nathaniel  married  Ann  2\Iaria  Case ; 
Saloma  married  Adolphus  Chaffee;  Buckland,  born 
in  1800,  married  Sally  Holcomb,  and  died  ~\Iay  8, 
1845;  Jtdius :  and  Chauncey. 

Philetus  Case,  father  of  ^Irs.  Beach,  and  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  was  born  Feb.  2,  1782,  at 
Westover  Plains,  Simsburv,  and  died  Dec.  20,  1827. 
W  lien  a  young  man  he  removed  to  Canton  (now 
West  Simsbury),  where  he  bought  a  farm  and 
spent  the  rest  of  his  days,  engaged  in  stock  raising 
and  general  farming.  Politically  he  was  a  Deipo- 
crat,  but  he  never  sought  office.  On  Aug.  12,  1804, 
he  married  Lucinda  Reed,  who  was  born  Ttme  12, 
1783,  and  died  Sept.  25,  1862.  She  was  a  woman 
of  marked  ability,  as  was  shown  by  her  successful 
management  of  the  estate  after  the  death  of  her 
husband,  and  under  her  wise  and  loving  care  a 
large  family  of  children  were  reared  to  lives  of 
usefulness.  Of  the  children,  (i)  Jarvis  Philetus, 
born  June  9,  1805,  was  engaged  in  the  clock  business. 
(2)  Sophia  Lucinda,  born  Aug.  29,  1807,  was  mar- 
ried Aug.  18,  1844,  to  Jephtha  Rose,  now  deceased. 
She  died  June  2,  1900.  (3)  Lavinia  ^^fercy  is  the 
mother  of  our  subject.  (4)  Morgan,  born  March 
17,  1812,  was  a  farmer  in  Avon,  Conn.,  and  died 
March  23,  1875,  unmarried.  (5)  Sabra  Parmilla, 
born  June  14,  1814,  died  Aug.  8,  1824.  (6)  Sey- 
mour Nathaniel,  who  was  a  prominent  lawyer  of 
Hartford,  was  born  Oct.  10,  1816,  and  died  Nov. 
26,  1872.  (y)  Luna,  born  Dec.  10,  1818,  was  mar- 
ried Aug.  18,  1836,  to  Willis  Edgerton,  and  after 
his  death  she  wedded  William  Peach,  of  I'iristol. 
Conn.  (8)  Lucia,  born  Sept.  16,  1821,  married 
Franklin  Case.  (9)  Maria,  born  Ma\-  22,  1823, 
married  Clement  Holcomb,  of  Granville,  Massa- 
chusetts. 

During  iiis  boyhood  and  youth  George  O.  Peach 


pursued  his  studies  in  the  public  schools  of  the  Vrwi 
of  Granby,  and  Granby  Acadeniv,  and  on  leaving- 
home  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  went  to  Hartford, 
where  he  spent  two  years  in  reatling  law  in  the 
office  of  ."^eymour  N.  Case,  an  uncle.    His  father'^, 
illness  prevented  ]iim  from  completing  his  jn-epara- 
tion  for  the  legal  profession,  and,  deciding  to  aban- 
don it,  he  returned  home.    After  his  father's  death 
our  subject,  then  twenty-three  years  of  age,  teiok 
charge  of  the  farm  with  his  widowed  mother,  aiKl  in 
coimeciion  with  general  farming  he  became  inter- 
ested in  tobacco  cultm-e.    In  1882  he  was  one  of  the 
.  cirganizers  of  the  Granby  Creamery  Co.,  is  one  of 
its  largest  stockholders,  and  since  1S83  has  served  as 
i  its  president,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  con- 
j  corned.    He  is  a  man  of  excellent  btisiness  abilit\', 
\  and  much  of  the  success  of  the  enterprise  is  due  to 
his  able  management.    Fie  is  also  interested  in 
dairying,  for  th.at  purpose  keeping  upon  his  farm 
j  a  fine  herd  of  Jersey  cows,  and  has  real-estate  in- 
terests in  Iowa,  Kansas  and  other  parts  of  the  W  est. 
I  ]Mr.  Beaeli  generally  carries  forward  to  successful 
!  completion  whatever  he  undertakes.    Both  he  and 
I  his  wife  are  active  members  of  the  Granby  Agricul- 
!  tural  Society,  of  which  he  is  now  president,  and  he 
I  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party.  He 
has  been  chairman  of  the  Democratic  central  com- 
mittee, keeps  well  posted  on  the  political  questions 
and  issues  of  the  day,  and  as  one  of  the  popular  and 
j  intinential  citizens  has  been  honored  with  election  to 
!  a  numlier  of  official  positions,  serving  as  selectman 
!  for  a  number  of  tarms,  assessor,  and  member  of  the 
i  board  of  relief  and  school  board.    In  1876  he  was 
!  also  elected,  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  to  the  State 
i  Legislature.    Fie  is  an  active  worker  in  the  IMetho- 
i  dist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  has  been  trustee 
j  for  several  years,  and  is  always  ready  to  give  his 
support  to  anv  enterprise  for  the  good  of  his  com- 
munitv.    His  genial  temperament,  sound  judgment 
and  well-proved  integrity  have  brought  him  the 
esteem  and  friendship  of  a  host  of  acquaintances, 
j  far  and  near. 

[  In  West  Granby,  May  il,  1869,  Mr.  Beach 
i  wedded  ?\Iiss  IMary  J.  Ellsworth,  a  native  of  Wind- 
I  sor,  and  to  them  have  been  born  four  children  :  (  i ) 
j  George  Ellsworth,  born  Jan.  12.  1871,  is  a.  graduate 
i  of  ^IcLean's  Seminary.  Simslniry,  and  is  now  a 
I  cigar  manufacturer  of  .Sioux  Citv,  Iowa.    He  was 

married  Sept.  5,  1894,  to  Elsie  J.  Sheldon,  who  died 
1  Sept.  I,  1898.     (2)  Oliver  Jarvis,  born  Sept.  18, 

1872,  is  a  graduate  of  Yale  Business  College.  New 

Haven,  and  is  also  a  graduate  of  JefTcrson  Medical 
j  College,  Philadelphia,  Penn..  class  of  1900.  (3) 

Clara  .M.,  born  Nov.  4,  1875,  is  a  graduate  of  the 
'  Connecticut  Collegiate  Literary  Institute,  Suffield, 

and  is  now  at  home.    (4)  liertha  .S.,  born  May  (1, 

18S4,  is  still  in  school.    'J'hc  family  are  adherents 

of  the  Methodist  ICpiscopal  Church. 

Jehu  IMiolps  Ellsworth,  Mrs.  Beach's  father,  was 
1  a  native  of  Lowville,  N.  Y.,  and  was  educated  in  the 

public  schools.    At  an  earlv  day  he  came  t<i  W  md- 
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jr.  ll;ulford  Co..  Conn.,  aiu!  tlicro  and  in  otlior  scc- 
ion.-i  vi  ilic  county  (.n^agcd  in  the  work  of  the 
iiinistry  a.s  a  local  i>rcachcr  of  the  Methodist  i-'pis- 
opal  Clnirch.    At  the  age  of  fifty-two  ho  removed 
0  Winsted,  Litchtield  county,  where  he  preached 
or  two  years,  and  then  came  to  Granhy,  and  here 
lassed  the  remainder  of  his  life.    Jn  politics  he  was 
irst  a  W  hig.  later  a  Republican.    j-Ic  was  well 
cnown  and  highly  resjx'cted,  and  had  luanv  friends 
II  Hartford  county,    lie  was  married  tliree  times, 
lis  first  wife  being  Ruth  Phelps,  of  \\  indsor,  bv 
\vliom  he  ha<,l  one  ciiild,  Kli,  now  a  resident  of  Xew 
A'ork  City.    After  her  death,  which  occurred  in 
I  Windsor,  he  wedded  Mary  Mottett,and  to  them  were 
born  two  children:  Jared  Wells,  an  Episcopal  min- 
ister of  Naugatnck,  Conn. ;  and  Mary  Janette,  wife 
of  our  subject.    The  mother  of  these  children  also 
■died  in  Windsor,  and  for  his  third  wife  ^Ir.  Ells- 
worth married  Susan  Wakefield,  of  Colebrook,  who 
is  still  living  at  the  age  of  eighty-nine  years. 

CHAREES  LESTER  LECE.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch,  one  of  the  enterprising  and  popular 
young  farmers  of  Xewington,  is  a  native  of  Hart- 
ford county,  and  a  member  of  one  of  its  old  and 
well-known  families.  He  is  a  son  of  Joshua  and 
Joannna  (Brewer)  Luce,  a  great-grandson  of 
Joshua  Luce,  who  was  born  and  died  in  Tolland, 
and  a  grandson  of  Lester  and  Sophia  (Latimer) 
Luce,  early  settlers  of  Xewington.  Lester  Luce,  the 
grandfather,  was  born  Xov.  2,  1797,  in  Tolland, 
and  died  April  j,  1SS3.  Joshua  Luce,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  was  born  May  i,  1826,  on  the  farm  on 
Church  street,  Xewington,  where  our  subject  now 
lives.  He  was  a  farmer  through  life,  and  also  an 
extensive  cattle  dealer.  To  him  and  his  wife  were 
born  three  children,  besides  our  subject,  as  follows: 
Airs.  Alary  (Luce)  Carpenter  lives  in  Plain ville. 
Conn.;  Airs.  Xellie  (Luce)  Eddy  (a  widow)  lives 
at  home  in  X'ewington ;  Aliss  Anna  B.  also  resides 
in  Xewington. 

Charles  Lester  Luce  was  born  Jan.  27,  1865,  in 
the  liome  he  now  occupies.  He  attended  the  pul>lic 
schools  of  Xewington,  ancl  later  tlie  Xew  Britain 
schools  for  two  \ears.  At  the  death  of  his  father  in 
Novem])er.  1884,  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of 
llie  farm  fell  wholly  upon  his  shoulders.  But  the 
young  man  proved  equal  to  the  occasion,  and  has 
already  disj)layed  great  ability  as  a  progressive 
farmer.  The  homestead  consists  of  200  acres,  and 
our  subject  has  very  successfully  managed  its  affairs 
since  the  death  of  liis  father,  raising-  large  crops  of 
corn,  pcjtatoes,  etc.  He  also  keeps  trom  twenty  to 
thirty  cows  and  sells  the  milk  at  retail.  The  farm, 
called  Red  Rock  h'arm,  is  located  on  Church  street, 
three  miles  directiv  east  from  Xew  liritain. 

Mr.  Luce  was  married,  Dec.  29,  1892,  to  Miss 
Harriet  Rockwell  Dorman,  I)i>rn  Oct.  6,  18G9,  only 
daughter  of  Walter  and  Abigail  (Rockwell)  Hor- 
man,  of  Xewington.  The  married  life  of  our  sub- 
ject was  brief,  tcrminate<l  by  the  sad  death  of  his 


I  estimable  young  wife,  who  died  X'ov.  2.  1S05,  and 
:  was  buried  in  Xewington.  Air.  L,uce  is  a  member  of 
:  Xewington  Cirange,  in  which  he  at  jiresent  holds 
I  the  office  of  assistant  steward.  He  is  a  member  of 
'  the  Congregational  Church,  and  chairman  of  the 
1  ]:"cclesiastical  Society  of  the  church.  In  politics  he 
;  holds  to  the  Republican  faith,  but  in  local  elections 
I  uses  his  influence  in  behalf  of  the  best  candidates 
I  for  office.  He  now  lives  on  the  home  i>lace  with  his 
I  mother.  He  is  highly  esteemed  by  his  neighbors, 
I  and  has  many  friends  and  few  enemies.  He  enjoys 
I  an  excellent  standing  in  the  communitv  for  his 
I  manv  sterling  qualities. 
I 

!       CILVRLES  DA\'ID  DOOLTTTLE.  a  leading 
1  and  representative  citizen  of  Southington,  and  a 
j  well-known  contractor  for  the  Peck,  Stow  &  W  il- 
cox  Co..  is  a  native  of  Hartford  county,  born  in 
I-'armington  h'eb.  25,  1837. 

Air.  Doolittle  is  a  son  of  S}  lvanus  and  Alarv  Ann 
(Dayton)  Doolittle,  natives  of  Prospect  and  Litch- 
field, Conn.,  respectivelv.    Oitr  subject's  paternal 
gTandfather,  a  sea-faring  man,  is  supposed  to  have 
been  born  in  Prospect,  Xew  Haven  county.  The 
j  maternal  grandfather,  Zadock  Dayton,  was  born  in 
j  Litchtrcld,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  married 
I  Amy  Gibbs.    Later  he    located    in    Bristol,  this 
I  county,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  until  his  death, 
i  The  father  of  our  subject,  a  sawmaker  by  trade, 
i  spent  all  his  life  in  Conncctictit,  in  the  employ  of 
various  thms  in  his  line,  and  during  his  later  }ears 
;  was  connected  with  Adkins  &  Allen,  of  Bristol,  in 
j  which  place  he  died.    His  children  were  Rosana 
E.,  wife  of  Samuel  Darby;  Charles  D. :  Lydia  A., 
wife  of  Isaac  Dozier :  Frances,  wife  of  Alortimer 
Keeney :  and  Alary,  wife  of  Henry  Alcott. 
[        The  first  thirteen  _\'ears  of  his  life  Charles  D. 
;  Doolittle  spent  in  Bristol,  and  then  went  to  \\'ol- 
cott,  wh.ere  he  worked  on  a  farm  for  two  years, 
j  He  was  given  the  advantages  of  a  conmion-school 
education,  and  in  1852  he  began  work  in  a  hardware 
I  factory,  to  which  business  he  devoted  four  years, 
!  two  in  Xew  Britain  and  two  in  South  Aleriden.  In 
!  1856  he  located  in  Southington  and  entered  the  em- 
I  ]-)loy  of  the  Peck-Smith  Alanufacturing  Co.,  now 
]  the  Peck,  Stow  &  Wilcox  Co.,  as  a  contractor  on 
j  hardware  specialties  for  five  years,  and  as  a  contrac- 
I  tor  in  the  trap  department  since  1S64.    His  rela- 
!  tions  with  the  companv  have  always  been  the  most 
'  pleasant,  and  he  has  their  entire  confidence  and  re- 
!  spect. 

I  On  Oct.  16,  1856,  Air.  Doolittle  married  Atiss 
i  Llenrictta  Kent,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah 
j  (Hotchkiss)  Kent,  of  Xew  Britain,  and  to  them  has 
been  born  one  daughter,  Delia  AI.,  who  married 
i  Charles  S.  Pease,  and  has  one  child.  Hazel. 

In  July,  1861,  Mr.  Doolittle  responded  to  his 
I  country's  call  for  troops  to  put  down  the  Rebellion, 
'  and  enlisted  in  Company  A,  7th  Conn.  \'".  I.,  with 
j  which  he  ] larticipated  in  several  skirmishes.  He 
'  was  finally  discharged  in  I'ort  Royal,  S.  C.,  in  l8'i2, 
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oil  aocmint  ol  disability.  He  is  now  an  Imnored  ' 
nioinlHT  of  Trnnibiill  Tost,  Xo.  K).  G.  .A..  K. ;  luu-cka  ' 
I,odye,  No.  75.  1.  O.  O.  1'".;  ]sraol  Putnam  Lodge,  ' 
No.  A.  O.  L'.  W.,  oi  W-w  Haven;  and  ihc  New  i 
Hn_>^land  Order  of  J'rotcclion.  In  his  p.Milical  affili- 
ation- b.e  is  a  I\e]nihlicaii.  and.  as  every  true  Ameri- 
can citizen  should,  he  la.kes  a  deep  and  commendable  I 
intere^t  in  public  affairs.  i 

CHARLES  H.  HAM-XS.  who  died  luMiored  : 
and  resjicctcd  by  all.  was  a  well-know  11  eni^;a\er, 
and  an  enterprising^-,  iirogre>.-ive  and  reliable  busi- 
ness man. 

-Air.  Havens  was  born  in  T.oston,  ALass..  in 
I\Lay,  1S54.  birt  belonged  to  one  of  the  old  and  \ 
highly-respected  families  of  Wethersfield.  Hartford  ! 
Co.,  Conn.  The  first  to  locate  there  was  Thomas  ' 
PLavens,  probably  a  native  of  England,  wb.o  was  a 
sea  captain,  and  was  for  many  years  interested  in  : 
tlie  coasting  trade.  He  also  made  some  voyages  to  ' 
foreign  countries  during  his  residence  in  Wethers-  • 
field,  and  is  supposed  to  have  been  lost  at  sea,  as  i 
he  was  never  heard  from  after  starting  out  on  one  ' 
of  his  voyages.  He  married  Elizabeth  Robbins,  \ 
daughter  of  Jonathan  Robbins,  who  lived  in  that  ' 
part  of  Wethersfield  now  know-n  as  Rocky  Hill,  i 
where  she  died  and  was  laid  to  rest.  '         •  I 

Thomas  Havens,  the  only  son  of  Capt.  Thomas,  1 
was  born  in  Rocky  Hill,  and  there  grew  to  man-  : 
hood,  in  early  life  learning  the  shipwright's  trade  | 
Yv-ith  Benjamin  Adams,  a  builder  of  small  vessels  ' 
in  Wethersfield.     Air.  Havens  followed  shipbuild- 
ing throughiout  life,  and  made  his  home  in  Weth-  t 
ersfield,  where  he  owned  property.    There  he  died  i 
and  was  buried.    He  married.  Aliss  Lurinda  Adams, 
daughter  of  his  preceptor,  and  to  them  were  born 
eight  children:     Sylvester,  Crial,  Thomas,  Will-  I 
iam  Adams,  Hcnrv,  Lliram,  Xancv  and  Sarah.  ! 

iam  Adams  Havens,  son  of  Thomas  IL'i-  ! 
vens,  and  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  { 
A\'ethersfield,  and,  like  his  father  and  brothers,  fol- 
lowed shipbuilding,  beconnng  a  master  shi])  car- 
penter and  making  that  business  his  life  work.  He 
was  a  well-known  and  highly-respected  citizen  of 
V.  ethersfield,  where  his  death  occurred,  and  where 
his  remains  were  interred.  He  was  a  faithful  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  in  politics 
was  first  a  AVhig,  later  a  Republican.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Aliss  Alary  A\'aterljury. 
and  to  ihcm  were  born  children  as  follows:  Will- 
iam W.,  a  resident  of  Hartford ;  Simeon,  father 
of  our  subject;  John,  deceased:  Irene,  wife  of 
Henry  J.  Cleveland;  Alary;  Huldan,  wife  of  T'.h- 
enezer  Wisw^all :  Ebcnczer  C,  deceased;  Thnma?, 
a  silvcrplater  of  Boston,  Alass. ;  and  S.  Ak,  who 
died  in  Wethersfield. 

Simeon  Havens  was  born  and  reared  in  Weth- 
ersfield, and  was  there  married,  in  ( iriswoldville, 
to  Jeanette  C.  ("iriswold.  a  native  of  that  place, 
and  a  daughter  of  Justus  and  Jeani'tte  (Kirkliam) 
Griswold.     [A  histor\-  of  the  (iriswold   famil\  is 


given  ek-^ewhere.]  After  his  marriai;e  the  father 
of  v-w  subject  reuKtved  to  Boston,  wliere  he  spent; 
the  remainder  of  his  life. 

In  the  schools  of  liis  native  citv,  ])  >>ton,  Charles 
]  r.  Jkiveus  obtained  a  good  practical  education, 
and  there  learned  the  art  of  engra\-ing,  in  w  hicli 
he  soon  became  i_iri,.ficient.  He  went  to  .Xew  \'-:rk 
for  a  time,  finally  located  in  Wethersfield,  where 
he  embarked  in  business  lor  himself,  and  in  his 
venture  met  with  excellent  success,  i'.eing  known 
as  the  first  engraver  in  the  countv  in  his  line,  that 
of  coi\\-book  engraver,  he  commanded  a  liberal 
share  of  that  particular  branch  of  the  ])U>iness. 
He  did  nut  live  li:>ng  to  enjoy  his  prosperitv,  how- 
ever, as  close  application  to  business  broke  ileiwn 
his  health,  which  he  spent  six  years  trving  to  re- 
gain, he  and  his  wife  visiting  California  with  the 
liope  of  benefiting  it.  but  he  died  there  in  1803. 
His  remains  were  brought  back  to  Wethersfield,  a'.nl 
interred  in  Cedar  Hill  cemetery.  He  was  a  devoted 
luisband  and  father,  an  upright,  honoraljle  citizen, 
and  a  true  and  loyal  friend.  He  was  a  man  of  the 
times,  broad-minded,  public-spirited  and  progre^^- 
ive.  and  the  success  that  he  achieved  in  life  was 
due  entirely  to  his  own  well-directed  and  energetic 
efforts.  His  duties  were  a'lwa}'s  jierfurmed  with 
the  greatest  care,  and  his  pcrsiinal  Imnor  and  in- 
tegrity were  withoitt  blemish.  In  political  senti- 
ment h.c  was  a  Republican. 

In  18S3,  in  Wethersfield,  Air.  Havens  was  united 
in,  marriage  with  Aliss  Carrie  Elizabeth  Amidon, 
wdio  was  born  in  the  cit}-  of  Brooklyn.  X'.  Y..  and 
to  them  was  born  one  daughter,  Lillian  Anndon. 

JOHX  AAIIDOX  was  born  July  13,  1817,  in 
Ashford,  A\'indham  Co.,  Conn.,  a  son  of  Johnson 
A.midon.  The  family  is  of  Erench-Huguenot  ex- 
traction. 

As  he  had  limited  educational  advantages  in  his 
l)oyhood,  John  Amidon  obtained  in  the  great  school 
of  experience  his  education,  and  he  began  life  a 
poor  boy,  rising  through  his  own  ettorts  to  a  posi- 
tion of  wealth  and  pronnnence.  Like  many  an- 
other successful  man,  he  began  life  as  a  peddler. 
Later  he  successfully  engaged  in  the  hat  business 
with  a  Air.  Lcavitt,  on  Broadwav.  X'cw  A'ork,  and 
he  also  carried  on  the  manufacture  of  ])arasols  and 
umbrellas,  and  was  an  imi;)orter  of  silks.  ( )n  ac- 
count of  ill  health,  brought  on  by  overwork,  he 
decided  to  take  up  farming,  and  accordinglv  ptu"- 
chascd  a  place  near  Hartford,  on  which  he  resided 
some  seven  years.  At  the  end  of  tl;at  period  he 
oi)ened  a  l)usine-s  in  Wethersfield,  engaged  as  gen- 
eral merchant  and  druggist  in  the  store  later  oc- 
cupied by  \\'alkley  &  Damer}-  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death.  He  was  a  straightforward,  reliable  business 
man,  and  in  his  undertakings  met  with  well-de- 
served success.  In  disposition  modest,  tmassuiuing 
and  letiring,  though  strong  in  his  convictions,  no 
man  in  the  comnuun'ty  was  more  highlv  respected, 
and  his  name  became  a  household  word  in  Weth- 
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n  stu  Id.  He  always  kept  abreast  with  the  times, 
was  well  posted  on  all  leading  events,  and  cast  his 
ballot  with  the  Republican  party :  he  was  no  of- 
tice  seeker.  .Mr.  Aniidon  married  Xancy  Holmes 
Soutliwortli,  and  to  them  were  born  five  children; 
John,  who  died  in  infancy;  Charles  and  1-^rank,  both 
merchants,  members  of  the  tirm  of  j.  Amidon  & 
Co..  who  are  now  deceased;  Lizzie,  deceased;  and 
Carrie  K.,  wi'.iow  of  Charles  Jtl.  Havens.  Mr. 
Amidon  died  in  1891,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five 
years,  his  wife  in  1892,  at  tlie  age  of  sixty-seven, 
and  both  were  laid  to  rest  in  Cedar  Hill  cemetery, 
of  which  he  was  one  of  the  fifty  original  pur- 
chasers. Religiously  they  were  faithful  membeis 
of  the  Congregational  Church. 

FRANCIS  X.  GOODRICH  was  born  in  the 
town  of  tast  Berlin,  Hartford  county,  ^March  16, 
1849,  ^  son  of  Xorris  and  Sarah  (  Culver)  Goodrich, 
who  had  four  children:  Francis  X.,  Dora,  Charles 
and  Sarah,  the  last  named  of  whom  is  deceased. 
The  fatiier  was  a  wagon  maker  by  trade,  and  set- 
tled in  the  town  of  Rocky  Flill  in  1845.  He  died 
when  I-"rancis  X.  was  a  lad  of  eight  years,  and 
thereupon  the  boy  went  to  live  with  his  grandfather, 
Samuel  Goodrich,  remaining  there  until  his  mar- 
riage, in  1865,  to  ]\Iiss  Caroline  Haskell.  They 
have  had  five  children,  all  of  whom  are  living: 
William  F.,  Herbert  W.,  Clarion  A.,  Ezra  E.  and 
Clarence  R. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  our  subject 
began  work  at  carpentry,  wliich  trade  he  has  fol- 
lowed during  the  greater  portion  of  his  life.  In 
1887  took  up  his  residence  at  his  present  home, 
having  built  the  house  himself.  He  owns  a  farm  of 
fifty-five  acres,  which  he  conducts  in  connection 
with  his  other  vocations.  In  politics  ^Lr.  Goodrich 
is  a  Democrat. 

TLMOTHY  SEDG\MCK.  x^rominent  among 
the  representative  farmers  and  leading  citizens  of 
West  Hartford  stands  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
who  was  born  in  that  town  July  20,  1833,  and  be- 
longs to  a  prominent  old  Xew  England  family, 
w-hich  was  founded  in  America  by  Robert  Sedgwick, 
who  was  born  in  England  in  1590  of  1592.  From 
him  our  subject  traces  his  ancestry  through  the 
following:  (II)  William  Sedgwick;  (III)  Samuel 
Sedgwick,  who  was  born  in  1667,  and  died  in  1735  ; 
(IV)  Jonathan  Sedgwick;  and  (V)  William  Sedg- 
wick, the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject. 

(VI)  Timothy  Sedgwick,  the  grandfather,  was 
born  July  12,  1766,  and  died  Sept.  30,  1833.  He 
was  married,  Oct.  4,  1787,  to  Lucy  Sedgwick, 
daughter  of  Stephen  Sedgwick.  She  was  born 
Oct.  17,  1 77 1,  and  died  Dec.  16,  1858.  Roth  were 
members  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  most  es- 
timable people.  They  had  ten  children,  whose 
names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows :  Hamiah, 
Dec.  6,  1789;  Nancy,  Feb.  15,  1791  ;  Timothy,  June 
30,  J793;  Hiram,  Sept.  16,  1795;  Pamclia,  Feb.  28, 


179S;  Le\i,  March  11,  1800:  William.  July  12,  1S03; 
Mary,  Jan.  31,  iSoO;  Amos,  May  0,  1808  ;•  and 
Lucy  Ann,  July  23,  ]8io.  Mary  wedded  Harvey 
Goodwin,  and  died  April  iS,  1843;  and  Lucy  Ann 
died  Oct.  23,  181 5,  at  the  age  of  five  years. 

(\'il)  William  Sedgwick,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in-  West  Hartford,  July  12,  1803, 
and  passed  his  boyhood  on  the  home  farm  near 
Thompson's  Corners,  where  he  spent  most  of  his 
life,  engaged  in  farming  and  blacksmithin.g.  He 
was  not  a  Quaker,  like  his  parents,  but  became  a 
member  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Society  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church.  He  was  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent and  influential  men  of  his  community,  was 
elected  to  several  town  oft^.ces,  and  was  the  only 
Democrat  who  ever  represented  \\'est  Hartford  in 
the  State  Legislature.  He  died  ^^larch  11,  1864. 
On  Ivlarch  20,  1S28,  he  married  ]\Iis£-  Louisa  Brace, 
a  daughter  of  Solomon  Brace,  and  to  them  were 
born  three  children :  Flelen  Louise,  deceased ;  John 
\\'ebsLer,  deceased,  who  married  Annie  Wood,  and 
had  two  children,  Ella  (now  I\Irs.  }J.  Lebiun 
Cooper)  and  Clarence  (deceased)  ;  and  Timothy, 
our  subject.  For  his  second  wife  the  father  married 
Annie  L.  Barber,  by  whom  he  had  one  son,  \\'illiam 
T.,  now  a  professor  in  the  Institute  of  Technology, 
Boston,  Massachusetts. 

(VIII)  Timothy  Sedgwick  grew  to  manhood 
on  the  home  farm  near  Thompson's  Corners,  and 
his  early  education,  acquired  in  the  schools  of  that 
neighborhood,  was  supplemented  by  a  course  at 
the  old  academy  in  West  Hartford  Center.  On 
leaving  the  old  homestead,  in  1871,  he  went  to  X'ew 
Britain,  Conn.,  where  he  w^as  in  the  furniture  and 
undertaking  business  for  five  years,  and  in  1876 
he  removed  to  his  present  farm,  on  the  mountain 
road  in  West  Hartford.  He  has  been  secretary  of 
the  Highland  Creamery  Co.  for  twenty-two  years, 
and  in  the  management  of  his  affairs  has  displayed 
excellent  business  and  executive  ability,  as  well  as 
sound  judgment. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  was  first  married,  in  Plainville, 
Conn.,  to  !Miss  Mary  E.  Wentw'orth,  by  whom  he 
had  four  children :  George  W.,  who  was  married  in 
Chicago,  111.,  and  died  at  the  age  of  forty  years; 
Louisa  B.,  deceased  wife  of  E.  D.  Roberts ;  Edward 
T.,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  ^lary  Emma,  who 
married  Charles  A.  Griswold,  and  has  tv.'o  children, 
Ruby  Louise  Hawthorne  and  Charles  Sedgwick.  In 
X'^ew  Britain,  Conn.,  our  subject  was  again  married, 
his  second  union  being  with  Mary  Addie  Witherbee. 

For  many  years  ]Mr.  Sedgwick  has  belonged  to 
Wyllys  Lodge,  Xo.  99,  F.  &  A.  M.,  there  being  but 
one  older  member  in  the  town,  and  he  is  also  a 
charter  member  of  W'est  Plartford  Grange.  Re- 
ligiously he  is  a  member  of  the  Ecclesiastical  So- 
ciety and  Congregational  Church  of  West  Hartford,' 
and  was  a  member  of  the  society's  committee.  Po- 
litically he  is  a  Republican,  and  has  taken  quite  an 
active  and  i)rominent  i)art  in  local  political  affairs, 
has  served  as  selectman  and  assessor  of  the  town  for 


J!  'Hi  ;  1         i   fT"    .. .V 
'i    •f.-'t  . 


COS 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


foiirloon  years,  and  in  1SS3  'i'-"  represented  West 
llantord  in  the  State  Legislature,  where  lie  served 
as  clerk  of  the  committee  on  Roads  and  Bridg-es. 

SAMUEL  X.  W  OODIIOL-SI-:.  ■  The  family  of 
\\"(Xidhouse  is  one  of  the  olde^t  and  nii-st  hii^hlv- 
esteenied  in  \\  etlierslield.  I'or  generations  its  mem- 
bers have  been  prominently  identified  with  the 
town's  history,  in  various  walks  of  private  and  pub- 
lic life,  and  the  liLiiior  of  the  familv  name  has  never 
been  sullied. 

The  hrst  Woodliouse  to  settle  there  was  Joseph, 
who  was  born  in  Bristol,  England,  and  emigrated 
lo  America  \\  ith  his  sister  Dorothy.  He  passed  his 
h'fe  in  his  Connecticut  home,  wliere  he  died  Aug. 

4,  1774.  at  an  advanced  age.*  He  married  Dorothy 
Buck,  who  preceded  him  to  tlie  grave  Oct.  18. 
J77I-  The  issue  of  the  union  was  four  sons  and 
tliree  daughters^,  whose  names  :.nd  dates  of  birth 
are  as  follows:  William,  ^vLarcli  S,  1717:  Anne, 
Jan.  9,  1719;  Hannah,  June  3,  1721  ;  John,  Oct.. 
I,  1723;  Samuel,  Oct.  i,  1728;  Plicebe',  Nov.  20, 
1730;  and  Daniel,  Oct.  1, 

1733-  William  married 
Mary  ^^'alkcr,  and  John  was  the  husband  of  Ann 
i\lott.  Daniel  died  Xov.  7,  1791.  Uf  these  seven 
children  of  Joseph  Woodliouse,  Samuel,  the  tiftli 
in  order  of  birth,  is  in  direct  line  of  ascent  from 
the  Samuel  X.  of  to-day.  He  was  a  fanner  and  a 
man  of  substance.  Some  of  his  sons  played  con- 
spicuous parts  in  the  struggle  of  tne  Colonies  for 
independence,  and  he  himself  lived  to  see  the  glor- 
ious triumph  of  the  cause  wliich  was  dear  to  his 
heart.  He  lived,  died  and  was  buried  at  Wethers- 
field.  His  demise,  which  was  caused  bv  an  in- 
flammation of  the  bowels  induced  by  drinking  too 
freely  of  cold  water,  occurred  on  Aug.  11,  iSoo. 
Llis  wife  was  Thankful  Blinn,  ^vho,  like  himself, 
passed  her  entire  life  in  her  native  town.  She 
Vv-as  born  in  Wethersfiekl  Aug.  24,  1729,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Will  iani  and  Ihankful  f  Xcitt )  Blinn. 
Her  paternal  grandfather  was  I'eter  I'.linn,  the  first 
of  the  family  to  settle  in  the  pleasant  Hartford 
county  town,  and  her  maternal  grandparents  were 
John  Xott  and  Patience  ^Miller,  his  wife.  Her 
great-grandfather  on  the  maternal  side  was  John 
Xott,  a  militia  sergeant,  the  first  Xott  to  niake 
his  home  at  ^\'ethcrsfield.  Mrs.  Woodhouse  died 
Oct.  27.  1813,  having  borne  her  husband  seven 
children:  Samuel,  liorn  Dec.  23,  1756;  Sarah,  ?>.Iay 
26,  1759:  William,  April  8,  1762;  Prudence,  June 

5,  1764:  Elizabeth,  April  18,  1768;  Ifumphrey,  April 
5,  1771-  '^'I'l  Solomon,  April  13.  I773- 

Samuel  Woodliouse,  the  elde-t  of  this  family, 
and  the  great-grandfather  of  Samuel  .X.  Wood- 
house,  was  a  large  land  owner,  a  successful  farmer, 
and  one  of  Wethersfield's  wealthy  and  most  rc- 
sijcctcd  citizens.  Lie  was  noted  inY  his  upright- 
ness, and  was  much  beloved.  lie  died  .Se])!.  6, 
1834,  in  the  town  where  he  was  born,  lie  was 
married,  ^Larcli  14.  1781,  at  Wethersiuld,  tu  Abigail 
Goodrich,  who  was  liorn  in  Hartford  county  Sept. 


11.  1759.  and  died  Oct.  27,  1851,  having  attained 
the  patriarchal  age  of  ninety-two  years,  ijoth  .Mr. 
'  ami  Mrs.  Woodliouse  were  consistent  nuinl)e:-s  of 
:  the  Congregational  Church.  In  his  poliucal  creed 
he  was  a  I'ederalist.  Mrs.  W'oodliouse's  father  was 
1  Xathaniel  Cioodrich.  and  her  mother's  maiden  iKuiie 
I  was  }ilartiia  Deming.  Her  paternal  grandparents 
i  were  Lieut.  Joseph  and  Mehitaix'l  ((joodwin) 
;  Coodrich,  and  her  great-grandi)arents  were  Will- 
:  iam  (  K.iodrich  and  his  wife,  ( irace  (Kilevi.  1  ler 
I  maternal  granilf;ither,  David  Deming,  married 
I  Martha  Russell;  he  was  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Sarali 
I  (Kirby)  Deming.  The  familv  record  sliijw  s  the 
!  names  of  ^Ir.  and  ^Jrs.  Woodhouse's  nine  cliil- 
I  dren.  with  their  respective  dates  of  baptism,  to  ha\  e 
I  been:  Huldah.  Hilary  Litta  and  Xancy,  liapiizeil 
!  Aug.  5,  1787:  George,  ^larcli  8,  1781;;  Samuel. 
!  Xov.  13,  1791;  Svlvester,  ^Lirch' 23,  1794:  Abigail. 
.  June  2t).  179O;  Solomon,  Dec.  30,  1798;  and  Henry. 

■  Jan.  24.  1802. 

Samuel  Woodhcuse,  the  second  son  and  fifth 
j  child,  was  the  grandfather  of  the  distinguished  citi- 
I  zen  of  Wethersfield  whose  name  aj^pears  at  tlie 
'  opening  of  this  biographical  sketch.    Eor  him  the 
\  quiet  life  of  a  Xew  England  farmer  presented  few 
charms,  the  tempestuous  tossings  of  the  ocean  be- 
i  ing  more  attracti^■e  than  the  .green  pastures  and 
nodding  cornfields  of  a  Connecticut   farm.  His 
choice  was  to  follow  the  life  of  a  sailor  and  visit 
foreign  lands,  and  he  followGd  this  vocation  until, 
while  commanding  a  vessel,  he  was  lost  at  sea. 
I  while  still  in  the  prime  of  life.    He  was  a  ir.an  (jf 
j  rugged  character,  undaunted  courage  and  sterling 
j  virtue.     He  married  Hannah,  daughter  of  Elislia 
I  and  Hannah  (Sinland)  Coleman,  of  Wethersfield. 
!  She  was  a  devout  and  exemplary  member  of  the 
:  Congregational  Church.    Their  only  child,  Samuel, 
\  born  .-\ug.  13.  1815,  attended  the  common  schools, 
but  v.'as  largely  self-taught.    W  hile  a  young  man 
!  he  taught  school  at  Wethersfield,  and  worked,  for 
I  a  time,  at  the  printer's  trade  in  X'ew  Plaven,  Xew 
!  York  and    Hartford.    After  marriage    he  settled 
I  upon  the  farm  of  his  father-in-law,  Capt.  James 
Blinn,  devoting  his  energies  chieBv  to  tobacco  cnl- 
!  ture,  and  l>eing  one  of  the  earlie^5t  growers  (if  this 
;  plant  in  the  county.    He  was  held  in  high  respect 
Iw  his  fellow  townsmen,  who,  recognizing  his  sound 
1  business  sense  and  hi.gh  moral  worth,  elected  him 
selectman  for  several  years,  member  of  the  Legis- 
lature, and  justice  of  the  peace.    In  religious  faith 

■  he  was  a  niemljer  of  the  Cong-regational  Church  ; 
I  in  i)olilics  he  was  an  "Old-line"  NN'hig.  and  alter- 
'  war<l  one  of  the  C'riginal  Re])ubliraMS  of  W'elliers- 
'  field.  IJis  wife  was  Marv  A.  IMinn,  who  w;is  a 
i  daughter  of  Capt.  James  Blinn.  a  notable  sea  caj)- 
:  tain  of  his  (la\',  and  was  born  in  GriswohKille. 

Mr.  Woodliouse  married  her  at  that  place,  and  to 
'  their  union  were  bf)rn  {hn\-  daughters  and  one 
son:    Hannah,  who  married  C.apt.  Lewis  W'illi.ams, 
of  (  )akland.  Cal.  ;  Harriet  .M.,  wife  of  Stephen  W  . 

■  Wells,  of  the  Wells  farm  ;  Catherine  S.,  widcwv  of 
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David  L.  Rol)!iiii'- ;  and  Samuel  X.  ^Irs.  Wood- 
house  was  a  devoted  wife  and  a  tender  niC'ther,  a 
sincere  Christian,  whcse  Ulo  was  dominated  and 
controlled  by  her  religions  laitli.  She  rests  l)y 
lier  hu-^hand's  side  in  the  old  cenieter\-  at  Wethers- 
field.  ' 

Sanniel  X.  Wcodhnuse  received  an  excellent  cl- 
iication  in  his  youth  at  the  district  schools  and 
academy  of  his  n;itive  town,  at  the  Waterlniry  lliyh 
School,  and  at  Medill  Universitv.  W  hile  a  younq- 
man  he  traveled  for  two  years  for  the  seed  firm  of 
Johnson  &  Kohhins.  of  Wethersheld,  his  route  cov- 
ering all  the  Xew  ICngland  States.  Since  then  he 
has  been  engaged  in  general  and  dairv  farming, 
as  well  as  in  fruit  and  tobacco  culture.  His  peacli 
and  apple  orchard  covers  more  than  ten  acres.  Sev- 
eral years  ago  he  discovered  upon  his  fai-m  a  spring 
of  unusual  purity  and  abundant  volume.  With  a 
view  to  utilizing  its  tliiw,  he  became  one  of  the 
promoters  and  organizers  of  the  Griswoldville 
W  ater  Co.,  which  now  supplies  nearl\-  all  the  homes 
in  that  village. 

Mr.  W  oodhouse  is  a  man  of  rare  business  sa- 
gacity, and  endowed  with  a  judgment  wdiich  is 
rarel\-  at  fault.  ^'et,  while  keen-sighted,  he  is 
generous  and  whole-souled;  and,  although  just,  he 
is  charitable  to  the  failings  of  humanity.  In  his 
religious  belief  he  is  liberal,  and  attends  the  services 
of  the  Congregational  Church.  In  his  daily  life 
he  exemplifies  liis  faith  m  the  binding  force  of  the 
"Golden  Rule."  He  enjoys  the  contidence  and  re- 
spect of  his  fellow  townsmen,  among  whom  he  is 
deservedl}'  and  universally  popular;  and,  although 
a  stanch  Republican,  he  has  friends  in  all  parties. 
In  1898  he  was  chosen  to  represent  his  district  in 
the  State  Legislature,  making  the  race  for  election 
on  his  party  ticket.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Wcth- 
ersfield  Grange.  In  1877,  at  Guilford.  Conn.,  he 
niarried  Elvira  Dudlev,  a  daughter  of  William  Dud- 
ley, of  that  town.  Mrs.  Woodhouse  is  a  lady  of 
refinement  and  education,  a  devoted  mother,  fully 
mindful  of  the  home  dtuies  of  a  wife  and  mother, 
which  she  discharges  with  skill  and  unselfish  devo- 
tion. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woodhouse  are  the  parents  of 
four  sons:  Samuel  Dudley,  James  Merriman,  A\'ill- 
iam  Dudley  and  David  Robbins.  The  eldest  is  a 
student  at  Yale  University,  wdiile  the  three  younger 
bovs  are  attending  the  Hartfora  Public  High 
School. 

FRAXCIS  X]:WELL  SLATER,  a  respected 
farmer  and  town  official  of  Dloomfield.  was  born  in 
Jtlanchester,  in  Hartford  countv,  Conn.,  Feb.  27, 
1822. 

Amos  Slater,  grandfatlier  of  Francis  N^.,  was 
long  a  resident  of  Sheffield,  ]\Iass.,  married  Abilene 
Olds,  and  died  at  P-allston,  X.  Y.,  in  1785.  Ira 
Slater,  son  of  Amos  and  father  of  iM-ancis  X.,  was 
born  in  Sheffield,  ]Vlass.,  Sept.  12,  1779.  He  came 
to  Hartford  county.  Conn.,  when  a  small  hoy,  was 
'reared  at  the  h.ome  of  his  uncle  John  Dlds  in  M'an- 


[  che.-ler.  and  in  this  tiwvn  received  his  education  in 
the  district  scliool.  From  earl\-  manhood  until  {\{iv 
years  old  he  followetl  farming  in  ManchiC-^ter,  and 
then  reipoved  to  West  Hartford,  where  he  followed 
(  the  same  vocation  the  remainder  of  his  life;  he 
j  married  .Miss  Xiary  A\ery,  daughter  of  Amos 
j  -Vvery,  ami  the  issue  of  this  union  was  four  chil- 
;  cU'cn  :  Abilene,  the  wife  of  Stephen  (^jodw  in;  Fre- 
j  derick  Se.xlon,  deceased;  Francis  Xewell,  the  suh- 
j  ject  of  this  memoir:  and  Abigail,  deceased.  In 
j  politics,  Ira  Slater  was  first  a  ^^  hig,  and  on  the  dis- 
j  iniegration  of  tliat  party  and  the  organizatioii  of  die 
I  Rci)ublican  partv  fell  into  tlie  ranks  of  the  latter, 
j  lie  was  called  from  earth  in  1854,  dying  in  Hart- 
j  ford;  his  widow  survived  until  Sept.  21,  1880,  when 
j  her  death  took  place  in  Bloomfield. 

Francis  Xewell  Slater,  from  the  age  of  nine 
I  years  until  he  was  fourteen,  attended  school  at 
West  Hartford,  and  then  liegan  working  on  a  farm 
in  the  neighborhood:  for  a  while,  also,  lie  followed 
I  tliC  same  class  of  labor  in  Xewington.  He  supple- 
mented his  early  education  by  attendance  at  the 
public  school  in  Xew  Britain,  then  for  four  years 
worked  in  a  tailor's  shop  in  ]\Ianchcster,  and  then 
returned  to  West  Hartford.  About  1848  '^^r. 
Slater  came  to  Bloomfield,  and  has  here  since  passed 
his  life  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  mar- 
ried, in  Bloomfield,  ^Mrs.  ]Marilla  (Brown)  Thrall, 
w  idow  of  Oliver  Thrall,  and  thev  have  had  one 
child,  Francis  Brown  Slater,  wdio  niarried  ]\Iiss 
Lilly  Waterman  ;  to  this  union  have  been  born  two 
children,  Susie  ^lay  and  Harry  Xathan. 

In  politics  Francis  X.  Slater  is  a  stanch  RcnnF- 
licon,  has  served  as  tax  collector,  and  is  now  filling 
the  office  of  town  assessor  of  Bloomfield.  He  has 
'  led  an  industrious  life,  has  prospered,  and  now 
stands  among  the  most  respected  residents  of  his 
town  and  countv. 

I      _  XATHAXIEL  TRYOX,  a  substantial  agricult- 
!  urist  residing  in  the  northeast  section  of  the  town 
I  of  Glastonbury,  is  a  self-made  man,  and  his  history 
]  shows  the  possession  in  a  marked  degree  of  the 
I  sturdy  virtues  of  independence,  industry  and  thrift. 
!       The  Tryon  family  is  descended  from  William 
Tryon  who  came  from  Wales  at  an  earlv  dav,  and 
located  first  at  Wethersfield  and  laterat  Glastonbury. 
Dr.  Joseph  Tr}on,  our  subject's  great-grandfather, 
was  a  well-known  physician  in  his  dav,  and  resided 
in  the  eastern  part  of  Glastonbury.    He  had  a  large 
family  of  children,  among  whom  was  a  son,  Joseph. 

Joseph  Tyron,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  located  on  "John  Tom 
Hill,"  not  far  from  our  subject's  present  residence 
He  and  his  wife  had  the  following  children:  h'phra- 
im,  Russell,  George,  Xathaniel,  Anna,  Mary  and 
Honor. 

X'^atlianiel  Tryon,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  on  "John  Tom  Hill,"  and  passed  his  life  there 
in  agricultural  jnu'suits.  He  died  in  1834.  at  his 
homestead.    His  wife,  Mary  (Strickland),  was  a 
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native  of  Glastonbury.  Oi  ilicir  eight  children: 
(1)  Harvey  married  Mary  Dickinson,  oi  Marlboro, 
and  livedl  and  died  in  that  town;  (J)  George  mar- 
ried Mary  Gay,  and  settled  on  the  homesteatl  in 
Glastonbury:  (3)  Eliza  married  George  Rust,  of 
llarttorii.  a  mason  by  trade;  (4)  Honor  married 
(k"orge  Rust  after  the  death  of  her  sister  Eliza; 
(5)  Lucinda  married  Edwin  J  anice,  01  Manchester, 
a  paper-maker  by  occupation:  \~)  our  subject  was 
next  in  the  order  of  birth:  (S)  Benjamin  married 
]\Iaria  Gay,  and  is  now  a  farmer  in  Bolton. 

Our  subject  was  born  Eeb,  20,  on  the  old 

homestead.  He  had  but  limited  schooling,  as  his 
parents  were  ]>oor,  and  at  an  early  age  he  beg'an 
to  support  himself.  He  made  his  liome  with  his 
brother  George  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  when  he  was  employed  by  Jaines  Gjslee, 
of  Glastonbury,  receiving  Si  10  for  the  first  year, 
and  S125  for  tlie  second.  After  working  for  differ- 
ent employers  in  Glastonburv  he  spent  abottt  eight 
months  in  Torrington,  and  then,  having  married, 
lie  settled  in  Glastonbury,  renting  the  farm  of  W'aite 
Hale  for  three  years.  In  1S50  he  bought  ninety 
acres  from  Orrin  Hale,  and  to  this  he  has  added 
until  lie  now  has  119  acres. 

Politicrdly  ^Jr.  Tryon  is  a  Democrat,  but  he 
voted  for  Lincoln.  He  was  on  the  board  of  select- 
men in  1879-80,  and  has  served  as  justice  of  the 
'peace  and  grand  juror.  He  and  his  family  attend 
the  Buckingham  Congregational  Church.  ]Mr. 
Tryon  was  ntarried  (first)  in  1849,  ^liss  Eunice 
Wells,  a  native  of  East  Hampton,  who  died  Dec.  12, 
1887,  and  was  buried  in  South  ^Manchester.  He 
married  (second)  ]\Iiss  IMargaret  Russell,  who  was 
born  Dec.  25,  1S63,  in  County  Armagh,  Ireland, 
and  came  to  America  in  1S87.  They  have  four  chil- 
dren :  Jane,  Cornelia,  Xathaniel  Russell,  Joseph  and 
Charles  Howard. 

ELMER  EXOS  AUSTIN,  a  successful  and 
enterprising  business  man  of  Berlin,  where  he  is 
conducting  a  first-class  meat  market  and  vegeta- 
ble business  on  Jiudson  street,  is  one  of  the  useful 
members  of  society — a  man  whose  citizenship  is 
appreciated. 

Air.  Austin  was  born  April  21,  1866,  at  the 
Austin  homestead,  on  tlie  Hartford  and  Xew 
Haven  turnpike,  in  the  town  of  Berlin,  son  of 
George  Caleb  and  Prudence  (Xott)  Austin,  born 
the  former  June  19,  1824,  in  Wallingford,  Conn., 
and  the  latter  on  Oct.  29,  1826,  in  Berlin.  The  fa- 
ther, leaving  his  native  town  wdien  quite  young, 
lived  for  a  time  in  Wethersfield,  and  thence  went  to 
Berlin.  By  trade  and  occupation  he  was  a  shoe- 
maker and  farmer. 

The  subject  of  this  skctcli  was  reared  on  the 
farm,  and  received  only  a  limited  educatir-n,  prin- 
cipally in  the  old  Eifth  District  school  prior  to  his 
fourteenth  year,  also  attending  for  a  time  night 
school  in  New  Britain.  Beginning  life  for  himself 
at  the  early  age  of  fourteen,  on  rented  land,  as  a 


market  gardener,  he  followed  the  business  until 
j  nmeleen,  at  which  age  he  went  to  Elorida,  where 
i  he  passed  a  year  in  f;irming  and  teaming.  Ke- 
j  turning  to  Connecticut  he  ent^-red  as  poli>lier  the 
!  factory  of  P.  tSi  E.  Corbin,  Xew  Britain.  L)ne  year 
I  later  he  returned  to  Berlin,  where  until  1892  he  w:is 
;  engaged  in  a  general  teaming  and  trucking  busi- 
1  r.css.  In  October  'of  that  year  he  engaged 
I  in  the  retail  meat  business,  which  he  has 
:  continued  to  this  time,  later  adding  to  it 
I  a  vegetable  department.  In  i8()S  he  erecteil  on 
;  Hudson  street  a  modern  home  and  place  of  busi- 
i  ness,  where  can  be  found  anything  and  everything 
:  in  his  line,  and  of  the  very  best  quality  obtainable. 
:  He  is  a  live  man,  enterprising  and  public-spirited, 
I  and  enjo}-s  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  community 

at  large.  Politically  he  is  a  stanch  Republican,  his 
I  faher  before  him  being  a  ^^'hig  and  Republican. 
I  Our  sul)jcct  was  elected  a  justice  of  the  peace  in 
;  1894.  and  so  acceptable  were  his  services  that  he  has 
I  been  twice  re-elected  to  that  office,  and  is  now  serv- 
j  ing  a  third  term.  Religiously  his  own  and  his  wife's 

■  affiliations  are  with  the  Congregational  Church,  in 
j  which  both  are  active  and  earnest  workers.  ]\Ir. 
j  Austin  is  a  member  of  the  church  choir,  and  both 
i  are  members  of  the  Christian  Endeavor  Society. 
!  He  is  aftiliated  with  Pequot  Council,  Senior  O.  U. 

■  A.  'SI.,  at  Berlin,  and  having  passed  the  chairs  is 
j  r.ow  a  member  of  the  State  Council ;  is  a  member  of 

r>lattabessett  Lodge,  X'o.  25,  K.  of  P.,  at  East  Ber- 
i  Im,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Berlin  Grange,  of 
j  the  Society  of  Good  Templars,  and  of  the  Eoresters 
I  cf  America. 

j       On  June  i,  18S7,  -Mr.  Atistin  was  married  to 
i  ■Miss  X^'ellie  Emma  Warner,  born  Sept.  29,  1868,  at 
Kensington,  a  daughter  of  Hon.  Andrew  J.  and 
Alice  AI.   (Healy)  Warner,  of  Kensington.  ]Mr. 
^^'arner.  whose  death  occurred  Dec.  28,  1887,  was 
one  of  the  prominent  and  influential  citizens  of  his 
town,  having  been  elected,  on  the  Democratic  ticket, 
!  to  many  of  the  town  offices,  and  for  five  terms  rep- 
I  resented  the  town  in  the  General  Assembly.  He 
I  was  a  stanch  Democrat.    He  was  one  of  the  orig- 
inal employees  of  the  Hart,  Bliven  &  Meade  Co., 
in  whose  employ  he  remained  for  a  period  of  thirty 
years. 

To  pur  subject  and  his  wife  have  come  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Andrew  Willis,  born  Aug.  I,  1889; 
Ruth,  born  June  15,  i8qi,  died  July  7,  1891  ;  and 
Elmer  Raymond,  born  June  19,  1894, 

j       BION.    CHESTER    RAXDOLPH  WOOD- 
j  LORD,  one  of  Avon's  most  resi)ected  citizens,  is 
j  the  oldest  living  representative  of  an  honored  pio- 
I  neer  family,  and  was  Ijorn  at  his  i)reseut  home- 
stead Oct.  26,  1814.    He  is  of  the  seventh  geuera- 
I  tion  in  descent  from  Thomas  Woodford,  a  native 
of  England,  who  came  to  America  at  an  carlv  date, 
locating  first  at  Cambridge.  Mass.    In  1633  Thomas 
Woodford  came  to  Hartftn-d  willi  Rev.  TliDUias 
Hooker's  company,  and  during  his  residence  there 
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lie  look  an  active  part  in  llic  affairs  of  the  Colony, 
serving"  as.  town  cricr,  fence  viewer,  and  in  other 
offices.  He  married  Alary  I'.lulc  March  4,  K135. 
In  1O54  ho  removed  10  Xorthani;)ton,  .Mass.,  wliere 
he  became  a  proprietor,  and  liis  death  uccnrred 
there  in  1007.  lie  had  three  children:  llanna, 
who  \vas  married,  in  K>5'),  to  Samuel  Adams ; 
Sarah,  who  was  married,  m  1OO4,  to  Xeamiah 
Allen ;  and  Joseph. 

loseph  Woodford,  the  next  \  \  the  line  of  de- 
scent, was- born  in  liartford,  and  in  i(.>06  removed 
to  Farminglun,  where  he  became  an  extensive  land 
owner  and  farmer.  He  died  there  in  1701,  and 
was  biu'ied  in  what  is  nuw  known  as  "Cider  Broijk 
cemetery."  ile  married  Ivehecca  Newell,  and  nine 
children  were  born  to  them:  (i)  Mary,  who  died 
in  17-3,  was  married  in  1693  to  Thc'mas  Bird,  of 
Farmington  ;  (2)  Rebecca  was  married  in  169O  to 
Jolm  Porter,  son  of  Daniel  C.  I'orter,  M.  D. :  (3) 
Esther,  who  died  in  1742,  was  married,  in  1696, 
to  Samuel  Bird:  (4)  Sarah  married  Xathan  Bird, 
and  died  in  J  750;  (5)  Hannah  was  married,  in 
1699,  to  Thomas  North,  of  West  Avon;  (6)  Jo- 
seph, born  in  1677,  is  mentioned  below;  (7)  Eliza- 
beth, born  in  16S2,  was  married,  a\  1707,  to  Natnan 
Cole,  of  Newington,  Hartford  county;  (8)  Susan 
was  married,  in  1707.  to  Deacon  Anthony  Judd ; 
(9)  Abigail,  burn  in  16S5,  died  in  1736.  She  was 
married,  in  1710,  to  Caleb  Cole,  who  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Original  Church  of  Kensington,  Con- 
necticut. 

Joseph  \\'oodford  (2)  was  born  in  1677  in 
Farmington,  in  the  Society  of  Northington,  now 
Avon,  and  settled  in  what  is  now  known  as  Nod, 
where  he  owned  a  large  tract  of  land,  and  was  en- 
gaged in  farming.  He  died  in  1760,  and  was  buried 
in  Cider  Brook  cemetery.  He  was  a  prominent 
member  of  the  clmrch,  and  one  of  its  organizers. 
In  j/oo  for  his  first  wife  he  married  Lydia  Smith, 
and  his  second  wile  was  Airs.  Sara  Garrett,  who 
died  in  1769,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  one  hundred 
and  one  years.  He  had  a  large  family  of  children, 
the  first  being  (i)  an  infant  who  died  in  1702; 
(2)  Lydia,  born  in  1702,  was  married,  in  1722.  to 
\\"illiam  Hooker,  a  graduate  of  Yale  College;  (3) 
!Mary.  born  in  1704,  died  in  childhood;  (4)  Jo- 
seph, born  in  1705,  was  married,  in  172S,  to  Sarah 
North,  of  Berlin,  Conn.,  who  died  in  17S3.  The 
children  by  the  second  wife  were  as  follows:  (1) 
Elizabeth,  born  in  1707,  was  married,  in  1727,  to 
Thomas  Case;  (2)  Alary,  born  in  1709,  was  mar- 
ried, in  1728,  to  Deacon  Isaac  North;  (3)  Susanna 
was  married,  in  1741,  to  John  North;  (4)  Re- 
becca, born  in  1711,  died  in  infancy;  (5)  Samuel, 
born  in  1712,  died  in  1758,  married,  in  1735,  Mary 
Thomson;  (6)  Sarah,  born  in  1714.  married,  in 
^733-  Deacon  Josiah  Woodruff,  of  East  Farms,  and 
died  in  1790;  (/)  John,  born  in  i/iS,  died  in  1802, 
and  his  >vife,  Sarah  Phelps,  died  in  1809;  (S)  Will- 
iam is  mentioned  below. 

Capt.  William  Woodford,  our  subject's  grcat- 


grandfaiher,  was  born  in  1722  in  Noi tliington  So- 
ciety,, in  the  town  uf  harimngton.  and  became  a 
leading  citizen  and  pruininent  agriculturist,  owniiig 
a  large  amount  of  real  estate.    During  tlie  Revolu- 
tionary war  he  was  captain  of  a  comjiany.  In 
1745  lie  married  Susanna  Garrett,  and  both  were 
active  members  of  the  Congregational  I'hurch  feir 
:  many  years.    He  dTed  in  ic>03,  and  wa^  l>arie(l  in 
the  Cider  Brook  cemetery.     Of  his  twelve  chil- 
dren, William  married,  first,  Esther  \\  ilcox,  who 
died  in  1790,  in  1791  married  Alary  North,  who 
died  in  1802,  and  his  third  wife  was  li^sther  Mar- 
shall; Esther  was  born  in  1749;  Deacon  Elijah, 
born  in  1751.  was  married,  in  1774,  to  .Marv  Bishop. 
\  an.d  died  in  1820;  Dudley,  born  in  1753,  is  meii- 
1  tioned  below;  Lydia,  born  in  1759,  '^^'i^  luarried, 
I  in  1776,  to  Samuel  Blakesley,  of  \\'oodbury;  Lucy, 
born  in  1756,  was  married,  in  1778,  tc>  Levi  Thom- 
i  son;  Anna,  born  in  1738,  was  married,  in  1777,  to 
'  Aloses  Woodruff;  Samuel,  born  in   1760,  was  a 
:  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  and  died  in 
I  1818  (he  was  married,  in  17S3,  to  Olive  Aliller  )  ; 
i  Charlotte,    born    in    1762,  married   (first)  Oliver 
1  Alarshall,  and  (second)  Solomon  Buell ;  Selah.  born 
'  in  1764,  was  married,  in  17S5,  to  Sarah  Hutchin- 
son, and  died  in  1841;  Susanna  was  born  in  1763; 
Aphia,  born  in  1767,  was  married,  in  1S03.  to  Pre- 
served Alarshall.  and  died  in  181 7. 
1       Capt.  Dudley  Woodford,  the  grandfather  of  our 
>  subject,  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in  1753. 
[  and  died  in  1803.    He  w^as  a  large  land  owner  and 
!  farmer,  and  spent  his  entire  life  on  the  homestead, 
j  Like  his  father,  he  was  active  during  the  Revolu- 
j  tion,  and  was  also  captain  of  a  company,  and  as  a 
'  citizen  he  enjoyed  the  respect  of  the  community. 
'  In  1774  he  married  Elizabeth  Ford,  bv  whom  he 
j  had  two  children:    Roxanna.  borii  in  1775,  mar- 
I  ried  James  Hutchinson  :,  Susanna,  born  in  1777.  mar- 
ried a  Air.  Sturdevant.    By  his  second  marriage, 
to  Candace  North,  Capt.  Woodford  had  the  follow- 
ing children:    Amasa,  born  in  1780,  married  (first) 
Almira    Beach,   (second)   Nancy   Woodford,  and 
"(third)  Fanny  AA'oodford.  and  died  in  1862;  Ches- 
ter, born  in  1782,  is  mentioned  below;  Oliver,  born 
in  1785.  married  C)rphia  Roliinson;  Seth.  born  i:i 
1787,  died  in  1808;  Elizabeth,  born  in  1792,  mar- 
ried Benjamin  Bishop:  Anna  Ford,  born  in  1707, 
died  in  1815;  Sarah  North  was  married,  in  1820, 
to  Hiram  Hart;  Nancy,  born  in  iSoi,  died  in  1804. 
j       Chester  Woodford,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
!  born  in  1782,  and  after  receiving  a  district-school 
I  education  settled  on  the  old  homestead,  making 
i  farming  his  life  occupation.    He  was  a  prominent 
•  member   of   the   Congregational    Church,   and  a 
j  Democrat  in  politics.    He  died  at  his  farm  in  1833, 
]  and  liis  remains  were  buried  in  Avon  cemetery. 
'  In  t8ii  he  married  Stella  Bisliop.  a  ladv  of  re- 
j  fined  character,  who  proved  a  devoted  mother,  and 
a  loving  wife.    She  died  in  1887,  at  tlie  rijic  old 
j  age  of  ninety-seven.    They  had  five  children:  .'^eth 
I  I'itch,  born  in  1812,  died"  in  1898;  Chester  R.  is 
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ir,cinii'!u\i  lu'lnv :  Samuel,  l)oni  in  iSr^,  married 
Clara  Kceiiev.  of  West  llarlfonl;  Sarah  Ann.  l>orn 
in  1810.  n'.airie^i  l.ueins  S.  llisn>i]):  Stella  Kliza. 
Ivirn  in  18^4,  married  'J"hon;as  Carr,  ul  Xew 
1 iaven. 

Chester  K.  W  oodford  was  reared  at  the  home- 
stead, and  edr.eated  in  the  distriel  and  select  schools 
ui  the  locality,  lie  spent  several  \ears  travelinij 
in  Xew  York,  Xew  Jersey  and  Marylantl,  as  col- 
lector and  salesman  for  a  clock  companv,  and  in 
1S3S  went  to  Illinois,  where  l;e  was  ensjaged  in 
the  clock  husiness  and  fur  tratle  with  his  micle, 
Joseph  Bishop,  now  of  West  Hartford.  In  1841 
he  returned  to  his  native  town,  where  he  bought  a 
lumdred-acre  tract  known  as  th.e  W'ehster  farm; 
here  for  the  jiast  fifty-eight  years  lie  has  been  en- 
gaged in  the  growing  of  tobacco  and  dairying.  He 
was  the  first  tobacco  grower  in  the  town  of  Avon, 
and  dealt  extensively  in  tobacco  for  a  number  of 
years  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  A\  heeler  &  Co. 
He  is  president  of  the  Avon  Creamery,  was  one  of 
the  originators  of  the  enterprise,  and  is  noted  for  his 
progressive  ideas. 

In  1858  I\Ir.  Woodford  was  elected  to  the  State 
Legislature,  and  he  has  also  served  as  justice  of 
the  peace  and  selectman,  tax  collector  five  years, 
and  assessor  for  more  than  twenty  years.  Although 
mainly  self-educated  he  is  well-read  upon  current 
topics,  and  as  a  business  man  he  is  respected  for  his 
honestv  and  integrity.  For  sixty-seveii  years  he 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
\\-\th  which  his  family  has  been  identified  from  an 
early  period.  He  cast  his  first  vote  for  ]\Iartin  \'an 
Buren,  and  since  the  formation  of  the  Republican 
party  he  has  been  a  stanch  supporter. 

In  1840  Mr.  W.'codford  was  married,  in  Avon, 
t'j  Harriet  Webster,  daughter  of  Ashbel  and  Esther 
(Bissell)  Webster,  and  granddaughter  of  Ashbel 
Webster.  She  died  in  1898,  and  was  buried  in 
Avon  cemetery.  Her  life  was  a  manifestation  of 
a  beautiful  Christian  character,  and  she  was  a 
woman  of  more  than  ordinary  culture,  having  been 
a  teacher  previous  to  her  marriage.  Of  the  chil- 
dren born  to  their  union,  (  i)  ]\Iiss  Aviary  Estella 
was  educated  in  the  district  and  select  schools  of 
Avon,  and  taught  school  for  over  thirty  years  in 
East  Windsor,  Simsbury,  W'est  Avon,  Southington 
and  Avon,  and  in  Lewis'  Academy.  She  is  a  lady 
of  culture  and  refinement  and  genial  disposition, 
and  is  now  housekeeper  for  her  father.  She  is  a 
n.iember  of  the  Congregational  Church.  (2)  Anna 
INJaria  married  Dr.  A.  S.  Oberly,  of  Easton.  Petm., 
n;edical  inspector  of  the  L'nited  States  navv.  (3) 
Frederick  Gustavus,  a  lawyer,  who  died  in  tSSo, 
married  IsabcU  Bull.  (4)  Prescott  Hamilton,  born 
in  185 1,  was  married,  in  18S6,  to  Laura  Seeley, 
daughter  of  Rev.  X.  J.  Seeley,  and  he  now  operates 
the  home  farm  with  his  father.  (  5  j  Harriet  Eliza- 
beth, born  in  1S54,  taught  school  for  a  time,  and 
was  married,  in  1874,'  to  Charles  ^iFcLcan.  who  is 
now  deceased.     (6)  Miss  Carrie  Annette,  burn  in 


'  i>^37'  ^^'^"^5  educated  in  the  ilistrict  schools,  and  in 
'.  tlie  \  (.umg  Ladies  Seminary  at  Bordentown,  Xew 
'  Jersey.  ... 

I  _  CHARLES  W.  IIOLBROOK,  manufacturer 
'  of  school  apparatus,  now  residing  at  Windsor  Locks, 
j  is  well  known-  all  over  the  Cnited  States.  He  has 
j  improved  globes,  numeral  frames,  tellurians  and 
other  mechanisms  for  ilemonstrating  scientific  facts 
j  to  the  N'ounger  mind.  h;iving  won  heartily  the  ap- 
I  proval  of  educators  generally,  and  his  latest  patent, 
;  lor  the  lunar  tellurian,  embodies  great  skill  in  the 
i  application  of  scientific  principles,  bein.g  capable  of 
(  aft'ording  a  large  variety  of  illustrations  concerning 
I  the  phenomena  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  while  it  is 
j  at  the  same  time  simple,  easily  handled,  accurate 
j  and  substantial.  The  manual  which  accompanies 
I  the  invention  gives  o\-er  fifty  propositions  for  ex- 
I  perimental  study,  all  being  expressed  in  a  clear 
i  style,  with  technical  phrases  eliminated  as  far  as 
;  possible.  ]\Ir.  Holbrook  gives  his  personal  super- 
■  vision  to  the  making  of  this  instrument,  and  in  fit- 
I  teen  years  less  than  one  per  cent  of  those  sent  out 
have  been  returned  for  any  reason. 

]Mr.  Holbrook  belongs  to  a  family  which  has 
long  been  distinguished  in  educational  circles.  His 
I  grandfather,  Josiah  Holbrook,  was  an  associate  of 
!  Horace  I\Iann  in  the  organization  of  the  Boston 
;  school  system.    The    genealogical    records  reach 
'  back  to  the  settlement  of  Derby,  Conn.,  where  the 
I  ancestors  of  our  stibject  made  their  homes  in  the 
I  vrilderness,  and  helped  to  shape  the  influences  v/hich 
',  have  brought  about  our  present  develojiment.  Jo- 
1  siah  Holbrook  was  born  and  reared  in  Derby,  and 
as  a  young  man  established  a  manual  training  and 
{  agricultural  sch.ool  m  that  town  ;  but  realizing  the 
I  need  of  better  supplies  he  removed  to  Roxbur)-, 
!  Conn.,  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  mate- 
I  rials  and  apparatus  for  object  lessons  in  schools.  He 
i  was  an  idealist  and  enthusiast,  and  while  engaged 
I  in  this  business  attracted  the  warrn  approval  of 
Horace  jNlann,  who  was  then  carrying  out  his  great 
!  v/ork.    For    some   years    they   worked  together, 
i  elaborating  schemes  for  educational  advancement 
I  which  have  already  been  of  untold  benefit  to  our 
I  people,  and  have  given  an  impetus  to  our  intellec- 
i  tual  life  that  will  not  cease  with  our  time.     In  1840 
I  Josiah  Holbrook  removed  his  business  to  Cuyahoga 
1  county,  Ohio,  and  later  he  located  in  Berea.  that 
I  county.    He    was   married   at    Derby,    Conn.,  10 
i  Miss  Lucy  Swift,  daughter  of  Parson  Swift,  and 
they  had  two  sons.  Alfred  and  Dwight.    In  1843, 
j  oii  his  retirement,  the  business  was  transferred  to 
j  Ins  sons,  Alfred  withdrawing  a  \ear  later  in  order 
to  engage  in  teaching,  and  fnr  many  years  he  has 
resided  at  Lebanon,  Ohio,    where  he    founded  a 
school  of  wide  reputalifni. 

Dwight  Holbrook,  our  subject's  father,  contin- 
ued his  father's  business  at  Berea  until   1854.  in 
vdiich  year  lie  removed   to  Welherstield,  Conn.. 
'  where  f(.)r  four  }'ears  the  goods  were  manufactured 
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\i\  ^-.I'.itract  in  tlio  Smk-  prison.    In  185,8  lie  scttlcvl 
;u  W  iniL-iir  I.i'eks,  where  the  business  has  since  ', 
ln.\n  locauil.  anil  in  i8~i,i  he  \va^  succeedeil  bs  I'ur  ; 
subjeei.  his  last  years  being'  spent  in  Chicami,  111., 
wliere  hi^  death  occurred  in  i8iK).    lie  \\a^  mar-  : 
ried  in  I'.erea  tc^  Miss  Lydia  A'an  Tyne,  who  died  in  j 
18^0,  and  eleven  children  were  born  to  this  nnion, 
of  whom  five  died  in  infancy;  Helen  1..  resides  in  | 
Xew  1  Ia\  en,  CiMin.  ;  Charles  W.  is  the  suliject  pro])er 
of  this  sketch;  Zephania  Swift  is  a  resident  of  Cam-  i 
brid,c:c,  Mass. ;  Lucy  M.  resides  in  W  orcesUr,  [Mass. ;  \ 
I-"red  Alfred,  of  Jivanston,  111.,  is  CLi'.niected  with  the  j 
school  furniture  business;  anil  Lydia  \  an  lAaie  re-  ' 
sides  in  Kansas. 

After  the  removal  of  the  business  to  Windsor  ! 
Locks  our  subject  became  familiar  with  the  details  j 
bv  j-iractical  work  tmder  his  father's  direction,  and  ' 
to  his  ihorougli  knowledge  of  conditions  and  pro-  j 
cesses  mav  be  attributed  his  sneeess,  moderate 
though  it  has  been. 

The  familv  is  given  to  strong  convictions  and 
decided  opinions.    -Mr.  Holbrook  has  held  several 
jniblic  c"iffices,  though    never    seeking  any,  being  | 
stronglv  aver^e  to  what  are  commonly  known  as  | 
p.ilitical  methods. 

CHESTER  ^I.  HILLS,  the  leading  tinsmith  of 
East  Hartford,  and  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  old- 
est of  Connectictit  families,  mention  of  wdiom  is  j 
niade  in  various  parts  of  this  work,  was  born  on 
I'earl  street,  Hartford,  Xov.  19.  1840,  and  is  a  son 
of  Asbihcl  and  Cynthia  (  French)  Hills. 

Ashbel  Hills  was  born  in  Hockanum,  ^larch  10, 
1S19,  learned  the  trade  of  brickmason  and  plasterer 
under  Col.  Thomas  Roberts,  of  Flartford,  in  wdiich 
city  ^Ir.  Roberts  resided  until  late  in  the  "forties, 
and  then  returned  to  Hockanum  and  followed  his 
trade  until  1872,  when  he  abandoned  it  to  engagx"  m 
tobacco  growing.  He  was  a  man  of  small  stature, 
weighing  about  150  pounds,  had  light  hair,  and  in 
general  complexion  was  what  is  usually  denom- 
inated ""sandv."  !Mrs.  Cvnthia  (  b^'ench)  Hills  was 
born  in  East  Windsor,  Fel\  8.  1818,  was  a  daughter 
of  Daniel  and  Xanc}'  (Drake)  French,  farming  1 
j>eople  on  Town  street,  and  was  married  to  -Mr.  ' 
Hills  Oct.  2,  1839.  Si-x  children  were  born  to  Dan- 
iel and  Xancy  French :  Laura,  who  married  James 
Shipman  ;  Cynthia,  mother  of  our  subject:  Xaricy, 
married  to  (George  -Allen,  a  Ln.iversalist  minister 
of  Scitico,  Conn.;  Daniel,  Jr.,  who  married  !\Iartha 
French,  and  livetl  in  Ellington  ;  F-iam,  who  married 
I'annie  Prinr,  and  is  living  in  Ent'ield  ;  and  Allen, 
who  married  Cnrn.elia  Rockweiod,  and  resides  in 
Milwaukee,  ^^'is.  Mrs.  Xancv  French  was  called 
away  Jan.  12.  1823;  Daniel  l"rench  died  March  6, 
184^1,  and  the  remains  of  both  were  interred  in  the 
Town  Street  cenietcry.  East  Windsor.  The  chil- 
dren born  to  -Ashbel  and  Cynthia  Hills  were  three 
in  number:  Chester  'SI.,  the  snb{ect  of  this  sketch; 
Will  iani  P.,  of  Hockanimi ;  and  Harriet,  wife  of 
Edward  S.  Risley,  of  Willow  lirook.    In  politics 


-\shbel  Hills  wa.-  first  a  W  hig,  later  a  Republican, 
antl  while  a  regular  voier  was  never  a  seeker  after 
oltice.  He  was  a  very  ;icti\e  man,  a  In'st-class  me- 
chanic, and  a  useful  citizen.  Imt  gave  up  iiis  trade 
early  in  the  "seventies  for  the  juirpose  of  growing 
tubacco,  wdiich  was  then  a  very  jirotitalile  crop,  and 
at  this  he  continuetl  initil  iiis  de:uh,  which  occurred 
-Vug,  4,  1892.  ll'is  wideiw  still  resides  on  the  old 
lujuiestead,  is  yet  sprv  and  possessed  of  an  e-xccl- 
knt  memory,  and  is  greatly  respected  by  her 
neighbors. 

Chester  M.  Hills  was  educated  in  the  district 
school  of  lioekanum,  and  also  attended  one  term 
at  the  East  Flartford  -Academy,  which  ended  his 
schooling.  In  the  spring  of  i8^^8  he  began  learning 
the  tinsmith"s  trade  at  Flartford  under  C'ol.  Thomas 
Roberts  (tlie  same  man  who  hai.l  taught  his  father 
the  brickmason's  trade),  and  for  the  Irrst  year  re- 
ceived S30 ;  the  second  year,  S35.  and  the  third  year 
$40,  with  board  and  washing  each  year.  Fie  finished 
liis  apprenticeship  at  the  close  of  the  third,  and  then 
worked  as  a  journeyman  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  and 
Springfield,  IMass.,  until  August,  1862,  when,  the 
Civil  war  being  under  full  headway,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  C,  Twenty-tifth  Conn.  V.  I.,  and  served 
until  April  9,  1S63,  when  he  was  disabled  from  a 
sprained  foot,  was  confined  in  th.e  Ciiiversity  FIos- 
pital  at  New  Orleans,  and  was  never  again  in 
active  service ;  he  was  discharged  with  his  regi- 
ment at  Hartford  in  .August,  1863. 

-After  being  honorablv  discharged  from  tlie 
army,  ^.Ir.  Flills  resumed  his  trade  as  soon 
as  his  injury  permitted.  On  Julv  15,  1869,  he  mar- 
ried, in  Gilead,  Conn.,  ?\Iiss  Josephine  ]M.  Hutchin- 
son, daughter  of  John  B.  and  Lauretta  (Jewettj 
Hutchinson,  the  former  a  member  of  one  of  the 
oldest  families  of  Gilead.  ]Mrs.  Hills  was  educated 
at  Blount  Holyoke  -Academy,  3,Ias3.,  and  at  the  age 
of  si-xteen  years  began  teaching  school,  a  vocation 
she  followed  with  marked  success  for  several  years, 
her  first  year  being  conij^ensated  for  at  tlie  rate  of 
one  dollar  per  week  and  "boarding  around."  To 
the  marriage  of  ^Ir.  aiid  ?^Irs.  Hills  has  been  born 
one  son,  John  IF,  v.lio  graduated  frcjm  the  Hart- 
ford Pulilic  High  .School  at  the  age  of  si-\teen 
years, 

Chester  IM.  Hills  continued  to  work  as  a  jour- 
neyman at  tinsmithiiig  until  the  spring  of  1877, 
v.dien  he  established  a  shop  for  hitnself  at  East  Flart- 
ford ^leadow,  which  he  conducted  until  in  Decem- 
ber, 1896,  when  he  removed  to  East  Hartford  and 
o[,ened  his  i)resent  business  place,  and  also  bought 
tlie  Watrous  place  on  }ilain  street,  one  of  the  nm^t 
p'easant  and  best  situated  homes  in  the  town.  .\s 
a  rule  Mr.  Hills  has  alwa}-s  been  a  l\epulilican,  but 
i.-,  SfjiiKwhat  indifferent  as  to  i>i)litics.  Fraternal';)- 
he  is  a  member  of  (  )rient  Lodge,  Xo.  62.  I".  iS:  .\.  M., 
and  was  a  charier  member  of  D.  C.  Kodman  l'o.U, 
.\'o.  fi^,  (  ;.  A.  R.,  at  East  Hartford,  in  which  he  has 
held  office  from  quarternia?ter  sergeant  up  to  com- 
mander.   -Mr.  and  'Sirs.  Hills  are  members  of  the 
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Coni;roi;atioiial  Church,  and  .Mrs.  liills  is  one  of 
the  niosl  acii\  c  mcnibors  of  the  W.  C  J  .  I',  that 
tl'.is  humane  and  dc>ervin!^  as>ociation  lias  withui 
its  ranks,  and  is  Lvcr\  where  reeogiiizcd  for  her 
aniiabihty  and  honored  f^r  her  uniirnig  efloris  ti)  do 
all  ih.e  good  within  her  I'uwer  for  tlie  welfare  of  her 
fellow-creatures.  Mr.  liills  is  a  (juiet,  ini.isiuniing 
gentleman,  a  reliable  business  man,  of  unblemished 
integrity,  and  is  held  in  the  highest  regard  by  hosts 
of  friends  ihroughout  his  town. 

WILLARD  STEXCER  r..VRXKS.  a  well- 
known  mason  and  general  jobber  ui  I'laiusville.  was 
born  in  Cheshire,  Conri.,  Jan.  JO,  K^55,  and  is  a  de- 
scendant of  one  of  the  eildest  and  most  highly  re- 
spected families  of  Southington. 

Ltither  Barnes,  his  father,  was  born  in  the 
Marion  District  of  that  town,  Sept.  7.  182S,  ami 
was  there  reared  to  manhood,  learning  the  mason's 
and  plasterer's  trades,  which  he  followed  for  many 
years.  Since  1SS3  he  has  been  engaged  in  th.e  con- 
crete paving  business.  During  the  Civil  war  he 
entered  the  Union  army  as  a  memlier  of  Company 
A,  20th  Conn.  V.  I.,  and  after  two  years  of  faithful 
and  meritorious  service  was  honorably  dischargcil. 
In  September,  1849,  he  married  Miss  Harriet  Xeale, 
.daughter  of  Leonard  Xeale,  and  to  them  were  b(jrn 
four  children  who  grew  to  maturity:  Mary,  wife  of 
Paschal  \\'hite;  ^^'illard  S. ;  Dwight  L. ;  and  Edwin. 

Philo  Barnes,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  3*larch  2,  1782,  and  lived  in  the 
IMarion  District,  Southington.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried, his  first  wife  being  Amanda  Pond,  his  second 
Electa  Shepard,  who  was  the  grandmother  of  our 
subject.  Asa  Barnes,  father  of  Philo,  was  born 
Aug.  24,  1745,  and  was  married  Oct.  30,  17C5,  to 
Phebe,  daughter  of  Luther  and  Eunice  (Andrews) 
Adkins.  He  lived  in  the  ^vlarion  District,  where  he 
kept  a  ta\  ern,  was  very  pojnilar  in  his  business,  and 
was  known  as  Landlord  Barnes.  The  officers  of  the 
French  army  made  his  house  their  headquarters 
while  encamping  for  a  short  time  on  Frencli  Hill, 
and  in  honor  of  his  guests  he  gave  a  ball,  which  at 
the  time  created  some  excitement.  He  was  a  son 
of  Stephen  Barnes,  who  was  born  Jan.  2,  1704,  and 
was  married  Jan.  25,  1726,  to  [Martha  Wheadon,  of 
Branford.  He  removed  from  Branford  to  Southing- 
ton in  its  early  settlement,  and  located  in  wliat  is 
now  the  Marion  District,  where  he  died  I^larch  27, 
1777.  His  wife  passed  away  ^^larch  18,  1773.  and 
was  tlie  first  one  buried  in  the  I'lantsville  cemetery. 
His  parents,  Stej^hen  and  ^lary  Barnes,  came  from 
Long  Island  to  Branford.  Connecticut. 

Willard  S.  Barnes,  whose  name  iiilrnduces  this 
sketch,  was  reared  in  Cheshire  and  Southington, 
and  was  provided  with  a  common-school  education. 
In  early  life  he  served  a  three-years'  ai)prenticeship 
to  the  mason's  trade,  which  he  has  followed  since, 
and  has  also  engaged  in  general  jobbing.  On  Jan. 
17,  i88r,  he  married  Miss  Ida  Pratt,,  a  (laughter  of 
Dwight  and  lumice  (IMoore)  Pratt,  of  Southing- 


ion.  Politically  he  is  identified  with  the  Repubh- 
can  party,  and  religiously  is  an  active  member  of 
the  First  Baptist  Lhurcli  of  Piantsville.  Upright 
and  lioueirable  in  all  his  (.leahngs,  he  has  gaineii  tiic 
;  confidence  aiKl  re?j)ect  cif  all  with  whe>m  he  comes  ni 
cenitact,  in  cither  ijusiness  or  social  life. 

EDWARD   XAPOLEOX   I'lERCE,  a  repre- 
sentative busine.-s  man  and  progressi,\e  citizen  of 
j  Plainville,  is  a  native  of  Connecticut,  born  April  16, 
I  181 5,  in  Bristol,  of  stalwart  Xew  England  an- 
cestry on  both  jiaternal  and  maternal  sides. 

Abraham  Pierce,  his  grandfather,  was  b'lrn  in 
j  ^737,  'It-  W  oodbury,  Conn.,  a  son  of  Deacon  Joh.n 
Pierce.    Abraham  was  a  farmer,  and  while  a  resi- 
i  dent  of  Bristol  operated  also  a  gristmill  and  sa\vnuil. 
(  the  product  whereof  he  would  cart  to  Xew  lla\en, 
whence  it  was  exported.     From    \\'oodbur\-  he 
moved  to  Bristcii  in  1797,  and  on  Xov.  29,  of  that 
year,  purchased  the  homestead,  from  Amos  Barnes, 
i  w'here  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born,  and  whicli 
is  still  in  the  possession  of  the  family.    The  middle 
-  third  of  this  house  was  built  by  Ebenezer  Barnes  in 
1728;  later  the  north  third  and  the  south  third  were 
■  added.    Upon  the  death  of  Abraham  Pierce  this 
'  property  descended  to  his  son  X'oble  A.,  and  upon 
i  his  death  it  descended  to  liis  children,  Sophronia 
(Mrs.  Jared  Goodrich,  of  Plainville);  Mrs.  H.  .M. 
\  Welch  (now  deceased),  late  of  New  Haven;  Ed- 
w'ard.  N.  (our  subject)  ;  and  Julius  E.',  who  now 
owns  and  occupies  the  north  two-thirds,  E.  X.  and 
Mrs.  Welch  having  conveyed  their  share  to  their 
brother  Julius  E.    Mrs.  Goodrich  is  still  the  owner 
of  the  south  third.    The  place  has,  therefore,  been 
in  the  Pierce  family  over  a  century,  and  Abraham 
i  Pierce's  grandchildren  are  the  fourth  generation  of 
'  the  familv  that  have  slumbered  beneath  its  giani; 

rafters.    From  the  time  of  the  purchase  by  the 
!  Pierces  until  about  1835  the  place  was  kept  as  a 
I  tavern,  and  being  situated  on  the  old  "Queen's  high- 
way," about  a  day's  journey  from  New  Haven,  was 
much  patronized  by  the  teamsters  who  conveyed, 
by  wagon,  grain  from  northern  Connecticut  and 
^Massachusetts  to  that  city  for  shipment  to  the  West 
Indies.    Abraham  Pierce  married  Annie  Hubbell, 
j  wdio  was  born,  in  1744,  in  Southbury,  and  of  their 
j  family  of  children  we  have  mention  of  Calvin,  Philo 
!  and  Xoble  A.,  the  last-named  being  the  father  of 
I  Edward  X. 

;       X'oble  Abraham  Pierce  was  born  in  1779,  in 
I  South  Britain,  Conn.,  and  died  in  1834.  in  Bristol, 
i  He  was  a  lifelong  farmer,  in  religious  faith,  a  Bap- 
!  tist,  a  constant  attendant  at  church,  and  in  politics 
I  was  a  Democrat,  a  stanch  supporter  of  Andrew 
j  Jackson,  he  and  George  .Mitchell  being  the  only  two 
j  in  Bristol  to  vote  that  ticket.    He  married  Lydia 
i  Gridley,  daughter  of  Luke  Gridley,  and  a  descend- 
ant of  Thomas  Tiridle}-,  one  of  the  original  settlers 
of  the  town  of  I'armington.  Conn.    She  was  one  of 
seven    children :      Alma,    Chloe,    Rachel,  Lydia, 
Susan,  Lett  and  Elisha. 
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F.ilward  X.  Picrco,  the  subject  proper  of  lliis 
memoir,  recciv(.il  a  liberal  edueaiion  at  the  Jlri^iol 
(••jiiimon  sehenils.  later  takiii^;'  a  two-years'  course 
at  Krisi'j!  Acaileiiiv.  the  ai^e  of  seventeen  years 
Ik  went  to  I'-o.-uui,  and  was  lliere  enL^ai^ed  selling- 
"k'W  ilie  r^iad""  varienis  iu_>\  cities  I«_'r  .Alton^t.)  I'.arnes  ; 
after  a  time  be  \  isited  New  York,  and  il;en  returned 
liv'me.  \\  hen  twenty  years  ohl  be  si_t  bis  lace  to- 
ward the  Southern  Stales,  and  in  was  eni- 
poved  in  Xortli  Carolina  and  \  ii  ginia.  collecting 
lor  a  map.  lie  tlien  drove  to  Alabama  for  Hubbell 
I'ierce,  and  at  Mi.intg\imery ,  Ala.,  engaged  in  a 
wholesale  and  retail  general  bn■;ine^s.  Returning 
in  1S46  to  Connecticut.  .Mr.  Tierce  opened  a  coal 
and  lumber  business  in  Tlainville.  in  1855  taking  up 
his  residence  in  Xew  Haven  and  engaging  in  the 
same  line  there  for  seven  years,  at  the  same  time 
continuing  bis  I'lainville  business.  In  1862  he  re- 
turned t(j  I'lainville,  and  has  since  here  made  his 
j>ermanent  home. 

Mr.  Pierce  was  one  of  the  original  stockholders 
and  incorporators  (in  1850)  of  the  Plainville  3*1  fg. 
Co.,  and  has  been  a  director  in  same  ever  since,  as 
well  as  holding  the  positions  of  general  manager 
and  secretary-treasurer.  The  firm  manufacture 
knit  underwear,  making  a.  specialty  of  goods  in  that 
line  for  women  and  children.  He  was  one  of  the 
incorporators  (and  the  only  one  now  living)  of  the 
Bristol  Savings  P>ank,  and  has  been  a  director  thereof 
ever  since  its  organization  in  1S70;  was  also  one 
of  the  incorporators  of  the  Bristol  and  Plainville 
Tramway  Co.,  of  w'hich  he  has  since  been  a  director ; 
also  one  of  the  original  stockholders  in,  and  for 
many  years  a  director  of,  the  Bristol  ^Ifg.  Co.,  and 
is  still  a  stockholder  therein. 

Shortly  after  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  Islr. 
Pierce,  in  the  course  of  business  transactions,  be- 
came owner  of  a  large  plantation  at  ]\It.  ]\Ieigs, 
near  JNIontgomery,  Ala.,  and  as  a  result  became 
deeply  and  practically  interested  in  educational  work 
among  the  colored  people,  ^^"e  say  "practically  in- 
terested," for  he  was  one  of  the  incorporators  and 
a  trustee  of  the  "Colored  Institute"'  at  ^It.  ^leigs, 
the  organization  of  which  institution,  in  18SS,  was 
due  largely  to  his  efforts  and  those  of  his  family, 
all  of  whom  took  deep  interest  in  the  w-ork ;  he  has 
been  president  of  same  since  its  organization.  The 
"Colored  Institute"  educates  about  300  pupils  an- 
nually, most  of  whom  become,  themselves,  educa- 
tors, teachin.g-  the  common  branches  in  the  institute, 
and  Mr.  Pierce  is  having  a  dormitory  added  to  the 
school,  which  he  expects  to  have  finished  by  Septem- 
ber, 1900.  About  seventeen  miles  from  Montgom- 
ery is  his  plantation,  comprising-  some  1,800  acres, 
with  residence  thereon,  a  remarkably  fine  property, 
in  which  he  takes  great  pride.  He  has  thirty-three 
families  (colored)  living  thereon,  and  raises  chiefly 
cotton  and  corn. 

Mr.  Pierce  is  firm  in  his  political  convictions,  as 
an  uncompromising  Democrat,  and  though  at  no 
time  an  office  seeker,  has  served  as  justice  of  the 
45 


jieace,  assessor,  and  in  various  town  ufficcs.  the  only 
reallv  political  otVice  ever  held  by  him  being  that  of 
post  master  (in  1840)  at  Pierce  Hill,  Ala.,  the  post 
office  living  nuw  known  a^  Pierce.  Socially  he  was 
in  his  vounger  da\s  aifiliated  with  an  1.  C).  O.  F. 
lodge;  for  many  year^  be  has  been  a  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church  of  Plainville,  as 
was  also  his  wife  and  the  entire  family. 

In  September,  1837,  Mr.  Pierce  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Henrietta  Lydia  Thompson,  who  was 
born  in  1815,  a  daughter  of  Alonzo  and  Tryphena 
(^Rich  )  Thompson,  of  Bristol,  and  a  brief  record 
of  their  children  is  as  follows:  (ij  The  eldest 
died  in  infancy;  (2)  Antoinette  Cora  married  Rob- 
ert Cleveland  Usher,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears 
elsewhere.  The  mother  of  these  died  Oct.  8,  1847, 
and  Oct.  8,  1850,  INIr.  Pierce  married  Pamelia  Fran- 
ces Thompson  (sister  to  his  first  wife),  who  was 
born  in  1830,  and  died  in  November,  1895.  The 
children  born  to  this  union  were:  (i)  Frank 
Xoble  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years;  (2)  Henrietta 
Frances  in  1SS5  wedded  Edward  PI.  Rogers,  of 
X'ew  Haven,  and  they  have  two  children,  Elizabeth 
Townsend  Rogers,  and  Pierce  Edward  Rogers ; 
(3)  one  child  died  in  infancy;  (4)  Bertha  Thomp- 
son was  married  in  1SS6,  at  Liverpool,  England,  to 
W'illiam'Emerson  Peck,  of  Xew  Britain,  an  e:\;ten- 
sive  exporter,  with  residence  in  X'ew  York,  and  they 
have  one  child,  Helen  3>Iarjorie;  (5}  ]\Iinnie  Louise, 
(6)  Harriet  E.,  and"  (7)  Ilelen  ^lay  are  unmarried; 
and  (8)  Edward  N.,  Jr.  died  at  the  age  of  three 
weeks.  The  family  have  a  summer  home  at  Sachem 
Head,  Islr.  Pierce's  cottage  being  one  of  the  first 
built  there.  He  constructed  and  opened  Pierce 
street  in  Plainville,  and  has  erected  a  large  number 
of  houses  in  the  village. 

]Mr.  Pierce  is  quiet  and  domestic  in  his 
habits,  broad  and  liberal  in  his  business  dealings, 
and  has  attained  success  mainly  through  his  good 
judgment  and  practical  common  sense.  He  has  at 
all  times  been  highly  popular  with  his  fellow  towns- 
men because,  in  a  great  measure,  of  his  kindlv  na- 
ture; and,  particularly,  has  he  received,  during  the 
half-centnr\-  be  has  been  connected  with  the  Plain- 
ville Alanufacturing  Co.,  the  cordial  esteem  and 
good-will  of  its  large  force  of  employes.  A  straight- 
forward, honorable  man,  he  has  secured  the  con- 
fidence and  respect  of  all  who  know  him,  and  has 
many  warm  personal  friends. 

GEORGE  EDMUXD  BIDWELL  is  one  of  the 
leading  farmers  and  represcntati\e  citizens  of  East 
Granby,  and  while  not  an  old  resident  of  that  town, 
he  has  during  his  residence  there  secured  a  prom- 
inent place  among  its  better  class  of  citizens. 

Mr.  Bidwell  was  born  in  Canton.  Hartford 
county,  Dec.  21,  1858,  a  son  of  .\lbcrt  F.  and  Hen- 
rietta R.  (Pike")  iiidwell.  The  family  is  one  of 
the  oldest  in  Jlartfurd  county,  being  founded  here 
by  John  P)id\vell,  the  jjicuuer  tanner  of  the  Colony 
of  C'jnnecticut,  who  came  to  this  region  with  the 
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1  looker  partv.  aiul  wlioso  tanyard  stood  on  an  island 
in  wliat  is  runv  lUisluull  Park,  Hartford,  liis  de- 
scendants were  ]ii^'neers  of  Canton.  Uin^  subject's 
failier  was  a  native  i.if  thai  town,  and  in  ns  di.strict 
sciu-ois  obtained  his  education,.  Later  in  hie  he 
became  one  of  the  thrifty,  ))n\^res--ive  and  success- 
lu!  faruKrs,  a,-  w^.!':  a^^  ('ue  of  tlie  lui^'hly-respecled 
citizens.  11c  lost  liis  father  whicn  quite  yoinig'.  and 
liis  death  occurred  in  1S74.  As  a  l\,epni)lican  he 
took  quite  an  active  interest  in  political  affairs,  and 
he  lihed  the  offices  of  seleclma'.i  and  assessor.  Re- 
ligiol\^lv  he  was  a  nicniber  of  the  Congregational 
Chtn-ch.  His  wife,  a  nati\-e  of  western  Ci.innoci- 
cut.,  and  a  daughter  of  Ilirarn  Tike,  is  still  living, 
and  continues  to  reside  in  Canton.  Jn  their  family 
were  live  children  :  ]\lary,  who  died  at  tlie  age  of 
twcntv  years;  Hiram  P..  who  was  for  over  hfieen 
vears  superintendent  oi  the  Canton  Creamery,  and 
died  at  that  town,  in  1892;  Frederick  A.,  who  pur- 
chased the  interests  of  th.e  other  heirs  in  the  old 
homestead  in  Canteen,  where  he  still  resides  ;  George 
E.,  our  subject;  and  Thomas  S.,  a  farmer  of 
Canton. 

George  E.  Bidwell  began  his  educatitin  in  th.e 
district  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  among  his 
carlv  teachers  were  Susie  Barber  and  Ellen  Adams. 
He  "also  attended  the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute, 
Sutlield,  .Conn.,  one  year,  and  subsequently  took  a 
course  at  Hannum"s  Business  College,  Llartford. 
His  father  died  when  he  was  auite  young,  and  at 
the  age  of  fifteen  years  he  commenced  earning  his 
own  livelihood  as  a  farm  hand.  He  was  an  excep- 
tionally good  workman,  and  at  that  age  was  able 
to  do  a  man's  full  share  of  labor.  He  was  thus  em- 
ployed until  the  first  year  after  his  marriage,  when 
he  commenced  operating  a  farm  on  shares,  and  in 
April,  1883,  he  came  to  East  Granby,  taking  up  his 
residence  upon  his  present  farm,  which  was  then 
known  as  the  Chauncey  E.  \'iets  farm.  It  com- 
prises 147  acres  of  rich  and  arable  land,  and  is  con- 
sidered one  of  the  best  fanns  in  the  town.  Th.e 
buildings  upon  the  place  are  much  above  the  aver- 
age, atid  the  residence  is  supplied  v,  ith  many  "mod- 
ern conveniences.  The  land  is  highl;/  productive, 
and  the  neat  and  thrifty  appearance  of  the  farm  ni- 
dicates  the  careful  supervision  of  a  skillful  and  i;ro- 
.gressive  farmer  and  a  man  of  good  business  . aud- 
it v  and  sound  judgment. 

On  Jan.  5,  iSSi.  ^Ir.  Bidwell  married  2^1  i-s  Min- 
nie Bristol,  v.dio  was  born  in  Canton,  Sejn,  15,  1861, 
and  is  the  eldest  child  of  Anson  W.  and  Sarah  E. 
(Williams)  Bristol,  honored  and  hio-hly-csteemed 
citizens  of  that  lov/n.  She  was  educated  in  the 
district  and  select  schools  of  her  locality,  prepared 
herself  for  teaching,  and  successfully  taught  two 
terms,  one  in  the  Canton  Center  primarv  scheiol  and 
one  in  the  We.st  Hill  district.  She  i^-  an  intelligent 
lady,  and  an  excelleiil  v/ife.  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  B;<l\vell 
have  one  child.  Ja~i;er  W..  a  ijromising  y'>tmg  man. 
who  i-  now  atteiuling  the  llartf'ird  high  schMnl. 

The  Republican  parly  finds  in  Mr.   I'.iduell  a 


stanch  supporter  of  its  principles,  and  he  is  a  rec- 
ognized leader  and  adviser  oi  the  party  in  his  sec- 
tion of  the  county.    While  not  a  politician,  he  has 
i  been  called  upon  to  .^er\-e  his  fellow  citizens  in  vari- 
}  ous  oftici.d  capacities.    In  i8g5  he  was  elected  to 
!  the  Stale  Legislature,  and  was  the  first  man  who 
j  ever  represented  th.e  town  with  so  short  a  residence 
j  therein.    He  has  also  served  as  first  selectman,  and 
j  on  the  schc)ol  committee.    Eraternallv  he  is  a  mem- 
j  her  of  St.  .Mark's  Lodge,  Xo.  yi,  1-.  iX:  A.  M.,  at 
!  Granby,  and  of  East  Granby  Grange,  Xo.  u.  Ilis 
wife  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

HEXRY  ALBERT  COL\TX,  the  well-known 
j  foreman  of  the  Scitico  mills  of  the  tiazard  I'owder 
{  Co.,  was  born  in  Enfield,  Sept.  22,  1S57,     -on  of 
I  ^\'illiam  S.  and  Charlotte  (^Rose)  Colvin,  iKui\-e.-,  of 
Houston,  England,  who  came  to  America  in  1S4O, 
and  located  in  Llazardville.    There  the  father  was 
killed  by  an  explosion  in  the  mills  of  the  Hazard 
I'owder  Co.,  Sept.  13,  1S5S. 

Oiu'  subject  was  reared  in  Enfield,  educated  in 
its  public  schools,  and  at  the  age  of  twelve  years 
began  life  as  an  employe  in  the  packing  department 
I  of  the  mills  of  the  Hazard  Poweler  Co.  At  the  age 
of  sixteen  he  was  given  full  charge  of  that  depart- 
ment, and  in  that  capacity  he  served  for  eight  years. 
He  then  went  to  Warren,  Mass.,  to  learn  the  ma- 
chinist's trade,  and  after  serving  an  apprenticeship 
of  one  year  at  that  place  went  to  Xew  Haven.  Re- 
turning to  Llazardville,  he  was  in  the  emplo>-  of 
Gordon  Brothers  one  year,  and  the  following  }"ear, 
1S87,  again  entered  the  employ  of  the  Hazard  i'ow- 
der Co.,  painting  kegs  four  years,  and  then  work- 
ing in  the  glazing  department  six  years.  Since 
1897  he  has  held  his  present  responsible  position  as 
foreman  of  the  mills  at  Scitico,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  trusted  employes  of  the  company. 

On  Oct.  6,  18S1,  Mr.  Colvin  was  united  in  mar- 
riage vcith  Miss  Grace,  daughter  of  Rev.  R.  Xew- 
ton  and  Rhoda  (Dickens)  Parsons,  of  Enfield.,  and 
of  English  origin.  B}-  this  union  four  children  have 
been  born:  Charles  H,,  Royal  R.,  Gertrude  I.  and 
Rhoda  C. 

Vv'lLLLV.M  ARTHUR  HITCHCOCK,  the  well- 
'  known  and  popular  secretary  of  the  Upson  Xut 
Co.,  of  Lnionville,  is  a  native  of  Connecticut,  born 
July  30,  1859,  in  Cornwall,  Litchfield  county. 
I       Reuben  llitchcock,  grandfather  of  William  A,, 
'  was  born  in  X'ew  r^Iilford,  Conn.,  and  when  a  young 
I  man  settled  in  Cornwall,  Conn,,  where  he  followed 
j  his  trade,  that  of  tailor,  and  i)a>>ed  the  rest  of  his 
!  da}s,  dying  in  1870.    He  married  and  had  a  f.iin- 
ily  of  ei.ght  children. 

Elmer  Hitchcock,  father  of  William  A.,  was 
burn  in  1826,  at  Cornwall,  Conn.,  and  he  also  learned 
the  tra.de  of  tailor,  which  he  followed  in  Cornwall 
j  and  llridgeport.  Conn.    In  1858  he  iri)ened  a  sho|) 
i  in  the  first-named  i)lace,  in  i860  moxing  to  Shanm, 
'  Conn,,  and  there  continuing  in  business  until  1869, 
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in  wliicli  vrar  lio  sctiled  in  Unionvillc,  wlicic  lie 
fnllowi-'il  Ir.s  trade  until  1896,  since wlirn  he  has 
liv(.>l  rclircil.  i'lh.ner  liitchccck  married  Mary 
^.i.'rnian,  and  to  tl;eni  were  brirn  children  as  lol- 
\\'iiliani  A.;  X\'!ic  11..  wife  uf  WiUard  I'.akcr. 
l.v  whiini  .--he  has  unc  danL^htcr.  Mihircd;  .\iar\'  A., 
wile  ci  Hdgar  Dunhani,  by  whohi  she  has  one 
daii!j;hter,  Gladys;  and  Mniiiy  (_",..  wife  of  Clayton  i 
Dunliani.  brother  of  Edgar  (aliove  ),  who  has  one  i 
son.  \\  illard. 

William  A.  llitclieock,  the  suliieci  of  this  sketch.  : 
is  deserving  of  more  than  average  cred.it  for  tlie 
manner  in  which  he  has  succeeded  in  business,  lie  ' 
may  l)e  regarded  a.^  a  representative  selfnuule  man.  , 
Iiaving  worked  his  own  way  through  life  to  his  pres-  i 
cut  enviable  position.  His  earlier  education  lie  ob- 
tained at  the  rural  schools,  and  supplemtntcil  same 
with  a  course  of    study  at  the    I'nionville    High  i 
school.    \\  hen  fifteen  years  old  INIr.  Hitchcock  en- 
tered the  emiiloy  of  the  Union  (p.ow  Upson  )  Xut 
Co.,  at  Uriionville.  as  ottice  boy,  in  wliich  capacity 
he  remained  tmtil  promoted  to  in.voice  clerk,  later  | 
to  bookkeeper  and  traveling  salesman.    In   1897,  '• 
tin  the  death  of  A[r.  Frisbie,  he  was  appointed  sec-  i 
retary  of  tlie  company,  which  position  he  is  now 
holding.  j 

Mr.  Hitchcock  has  always  taken  a  commenda-  | 
ble  interest  in  public  improvements  :  was  one  of 
the  promoters  of  the  present  water  suj)ply  system  I 
of  Lnionville,  and  is  the  present  treasurer  of  the 
Water  Co.    For  several  )ears  he  was  engaged  in 
mercantile  business  in  Unionville  as  a  clothier  and 
carriage  dealer,  and  was  also  largely  interested  in  ; 
the  insurance  busine^s.    He  has,  liowever,  disposed  \ 
of  all  these  in^terests,  and  is  giving  his  undivided  ; 
attention  to  his  work  in  connection  with  tlie  Upson  i 
Xut  Co.  i 

In  i8go  Mr.  Hitchcock  was  united  in  marriage  ' 
with  Miss  Emily  J.  Boyle,  of  Gaspe  Basin,  Quebec, 
Canada,  a  daugh.ter  of  John  and  Emily  Boyle.  She  \ 
was  educated  in  Albany,  X.  Y.,  also  in  Pennsyl-  | 
vania,  and  for  several  years  followed  the  profession 
of  teacher  in  Unionville  and  in  the  public  schools  | 
of  ]!artford.  yir.  and  Mrs.  Hitchcock  have  one  I 
daughter,  Ada  Taylor,  born  in  1S92.  The  parents  | 
arc  members  of  the  Congregational  Ch.urch,  and  1 
in  politics  lie  is  a  Repubhcan,  but  he  lias  never  j 
aspired  to  office.  '  ! 

JA^IES  AXD  ROBERT  BAAVX,  farmers  and  : 
tobacco  growers  of  Suffield,  are  two  highly-re-  ! 
spected  brothers  who  were  born  in  the  parish  of 
Dromare,  County  Down,  Ireland,  and  are  now 
among  the  most  prosperous  as  well  as  popular  citi- 
zens of  the  tovv-n  of  Suffield.    They  are  the  sons 
of  Robert  and  Isalxdla  (McCutcheon)  Bawn,  who 
W'Cre  the  parents  of  five  children:    Annie,  still  in 
Ireland ;  Mary,  the  widow  of  John  Carr ;  James  and 
Robert,  whose  names  open  this  jjaragraph ;  and  j 
Joseph,  who  died  in  Suffield,  Crtnn.    The  mother  ! 
of  these  children  died  in  her  n.ative  land,  where  the 


father  still  is  engaged  in  fanning.  Mrs.  Bawn  was 
highly  respected,  and  died  in  the  faith  of  the  i'res- 
byterian  Church,  of  which  the  father  is  still  a  de- 
vout member. 

James  Bawn  was  born  ]\Iarch  9.  1S51,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  national  schools  01  Ireland,  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty-seven  years  decided  to  coitie  to  the 
United  States.  He  sailed  from  Liverpool,  Eng- 
land, landing  in  Xew  York,  went  thence  to  Pitts- 
burg, Tenn.,  where  he  remained  but  a  short  time, 
and  then  came  to  Suffield,  Comi.,  where  he  found 
employment  as  a  farm  laborer  with  G.  H.  jniller  at 
S14  jier  month,  an.d  continued  to  work  at  this  class 
of  labor  until  1892,  earning  a  lesson  in  American 
methods  of  agriculture  as  each  year  passed.  In 
the  year  last  named  he  ami  his  brother  Robert,  of 
whom  further  mention  will  bo  niade  later  on,  pur- 
chased their  present  farm  of  110  acres,  then  known 
as  the  r.  R.  Allen  farm,  e^n  wh.ich  thev  built  the 
barns,  tobacco  sheds,  etc.,  and  engaged  in  their  pres- 
ent employment.  James  Bawn  is  unmarried.  He 
possesses  a  happy  and  genial  disposition,  and  has 
made  many  friends. 

Robert  Bawn,  brother  of  James,  was  bonr  Jime 
9,  1856,  received  a  common-school  education  in  the 
old  country,  and  left  his  native  land  at  the  age  of 
twenty-three  years.  On  arriving  in  Suffield,  Conn., 
he  found  first  employment  with  W.  C.  Hastings, 
as  a  farm  hand,  and  contimted  as  such,  for  him  and 
others,  until  1S92,  when,  having  been  frugal  and 
industrious,  he  was  able  to  join  his  brother  in  th.e 
purchase  of  the  farm.  In  August.  1S94,  he  mar- 
ried 3iliss  IVIary  Edger,  also  a  native  of  County- 
Down,  Ireland,  and  a  daughter  of  John  Edger,  a 
highly-respected  agriculturist. 

The  Brothers  Bawn  are  Republicans  in  politics, 
and  James  is  a  member  of  the  Loyal  Orange  Asso- 
ciation. They  are  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  are  temperate  and  hard-woid-cing,  progres- 
sive, honorable,  and  a  credit  to  the  land  they 
live  in. 

CHARLES  FAYETTE  GRISWOLD.  A  son 
of  Thomas,  and  a  lineal  descendant  of  ]\Iichael  (_;ris- 
wold,  who  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of 
^^'ethersfield.  in  1645,  his  genealogy  may  be  found 
elaborated  in  detail,  in  the  biography  of  his  brother 
Thomas  Xewton,  on  atiother  ])age.  He  was  his 
father's  third  son,  Ijorn  at  Griswoldville,  ^larch 
22,  1836.  and  his  experience  in  earlv  life  did  not 
greatly  differ  from  that  of  his  bi"others.  A  course 
in  the  di-^lrict  schools  of  Wethersficld  was  follnwe  I 
by  attendance  at  the  I^ast  Hampton  academy  and 
at  the  South  Schc^ol  in  Hartford.  His  scholastic 
training  completed,  he  remained  with  his  parents 
upon  the  farm,  learning  to  follow  and  l')ve  the  life 
of  an  ag^riculturist,  and  devoting  especial  attention 
to  seed  culture.  It  was  the  policy  of  his  father  to 
associate  his  sons  wdth  him  in  business,  and  in  due 
time  Charles  F.  became  a  meml)er  of  the  firm  <if 
Thrimas  Griswold  &  Co.    I'or  thirtv  years  he  re- 
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taiiK'd  his  partncrsliip,  but  in  i8S6  sold  his  interest, 
to  devote  liiniself  to  larniint;-.  lie  took  up  his  resi- 
dence upon  the  farm  uu  which  lie  now  resides,  but 
whicli  he  has  siuce  then  greatly  improved,  llis 
spocialties  are  seeci-y rowing  and  dair\-  laruung,  in 
Imtli  which  lines  he  has  been  singularly  ^uccesbtui. 
I'or  several  }ears  he  was  superiniendent  and  man- 
ager of  the  Sirring  llrook  Creamery,  and  is  still  a 
stockholder  in  the  concern. 

Mr.  Griswold  is  a  man  of  simjile  tastes  and  un- 
assuming manners,  lie  is  a  lover  of  hume  life, 
and  his  habits  are  domestic  and  temperate.  His 
tempcran-.ent  is  genial  and  his  impulses  kindlv,  easilv 
■winning-  friends,  and  retaining-  them  by  ^■irtue  of 
the  allection  and  respect  which  his  character  in- 
spires. He  is  a  devoted  and  thoroughly  consistent 
member  of  the  Congreg-ational  Church,  and  active 
in  all  departments  of  religious  work.  For  several 
j'cars  he  has  taught  in  the  Sunday-schoul,  and  for 
forty  years  has  been  its  superintendent.  He  has  also 
been  a  member  of  the  church  choir.  He  belongs  to 
the  \\'erhersfield  Grange,  as  does  also  his  cjaughter 
Bertha.  He  is  a  strong  supporter  of  the  principles 
and  measures  of  the  Republican  party,  but  has  never 
sought  official  preferment. 

On  Dec.  30,  1S65,  he  was  married  to  ^liss  Caro- 
line D.  Hale,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Lucy 
(Church)  Hale,  of  AVethersfield.  Four  daughters 
have  been  born  to  ISlr.  and  ]Mrs.  Grisw-old :  Bertha 
Hale,  Edith  Gertrude,  Caroline  Augusta  and  ]\liriam 
Church.  x-\ll  the  Ivlisses  Griswold  graduated  from 
the  Wethersfield  Academy  and  the  Hartford  High 
school,  and  the  eldest,  I\Iiss  Bertha  Hale,  took  a 
special  course  of  .studv  at  Mount  Holyoke,  ^lass. 
For  many  years  she  has  been  a  teacher  in  the 
South  Flartford  high  school,  and  all  of  her  younger 
sisters— Edith  G.  and  Caroline  A.  and  ]\liriam  C. 
— have  also  had  experience  as  school  teachers.  ]\liss 
Edith  Griswold  is  at  present  (1899)  employed  as 
a  stenographer  in  the  Travelers  Insurance  Office,  at 
Hartford.  Caroline  Augusta  married  George  Buck- 
ley, of  Rocky  Hill,  and  is  the  mother  of  one  child, 
George  Grant.  ^Miriam  Church  Griswold,  the 
youngest  of  the  four  sisters,  earlv  gave  evidence  of 
possessing  a  voice  of  rare  quality.  She  received  a 
course  in  vocal  culture  under  the  tuition  of  }^Iiss 
Bissell,  a  noted  instructor,  of  Xew  York  City.  As 
a  vocal  and  instrumental  musician,  ^^liss  ]\Iiriam 
Griswold  has  achieved  rare  proficiency  and  no  little 
reputation,  and  is  a  soloist  at  St.  ?\Iark's  Episcopal 
Church,  in  New  York. 

The  Hale  family,  of  which  ^Mrs.  Griswold  is  a 
member,  is  of  English  descent,  and  justly  lays  claim 
to  the  honor  of  having  been  among  the  earliest 
settlers  of  Connecticut.  Her  grandfather,  Joseph 
Hale,  removed  from  Glastonbury  to  Oswego,  N.  Y., 
where  for  several  years  he  was  a  distinguished 
medical  practitioner,  and  a  highly  respected  citizen. 
He  married  Sarah  Moseley,  who  bore  him  four 
children  :  Joseph,  Horatio,  James  and  CIn-istopher. 
Joseph  Hale,  'Mrs.  Grisw-old's  father,  was  born  at 


I  Oswego,  X.  Y.,  but  removed  to  Wethersfield  in 
;  early  manhui'd.  and  there  spent  the  reniainder  of 
'  h.ib  life,     i      married  Lucy,  a  tlaughter  of  Jona- 
ih.an  L'hurch.  vi  Siiringlield,  by  whom  he  was  tiie 
lather  of  seven  clnldren.    Kiizabeth,  llie  tirst  born 
[  of_  this  imion,-  died  single.    Lucy,  the  second  child, 
!  was  twice  married,  her  first  husband  being  Dr.  A. 
i  Clmrchill,  and  the  second   13r.  S.  Kelley.  Mary 
i  Ann  became  ?\lrs.  James  Bradford.    Joseph  and 
j  John  (twins)  are  both  deceased.    Caroline  D.  mar- 
ried Charles  l'\  Griswold,  and  Robert  Blake  niar- 
1  ried  and  lived  in  W'ethersheld,  where  he  died. 

1  JAMES  ^lADlSOX  DOW".  The  branch  of  the 
j  Dow  familv  to  which  this  well-known  resident  of 
I  Hartford  belongs  is  collaterally  related  to  rh.at  of 
1  th.e  late  Xeal  Dow,  the  eminent  temperance  agitator 
j  and  reformer,  altliough  of  a  different  lin.e.  Mr. 

Dow  also  follows  in  the  line  of  temperance,  having- 
1  never  tasted  tobacco  or  one  drop  of  intoxicating 
j  liquor. 

I  Mr.  Dow's  birthplace  was  the  town  of  \\"ash- 
ington,  }ilaine,  w-here  his  father,  John  K.  Dow, 
was  bijrn  in  1795.  liis  grandfather,  Peter  Dow, 
w-as  a  r.alive  of  the  same  localitv,  although  his  home 
was  in  the  town  of  China.  Both  Peter  and  John  K. 
Dow  were  thrifty  farmers,  and  men  of  prominence 
and  influence  in  the  communities  in  which  they  re- 
sided. 

j       John  K.  Dow  at  the  age  of  seventeen  was  on  duty 
1  in  the  war  of  1812,  as  one  of  the  coast  guards.  Po- 
i  litically  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  lield  several  offices, 
among  which  was  that  of  school  commissioner.  In 
religious  faith  he  was  an  earnest  and  consistent 
Baptist.    He  was  a  man  of  keen  intelligence  and 
excellent  judgment,  to  which  he  joined  an  integrity 
unassailable  and  incorruptible.    It  was  the  custom 
of  his  neighbors  to  make  him  their  confidant  and 
counselor,  and  for  many  years  he  was  the  "guidev 
philoso})her  and  friend"  of  all  who  v.'cre  in  per- 
plexity or  trouble.    He  w^as  twice  married,  his  first 
wife  being  }vliss  ^Martha  Ames,  and  his  second 
i  J  lannah  Boyington,  the  daughter  of  a  farmer  and 
I  the  motlier  of  tl.'e  gentleman  who  is  the  subject  it 
I  liiis  biographical  sketch.    To  Lhe  first  marriage  were 
born  four  sons  and  two  daughters,  all  of  w-hom  are 
deceased:  Phineas,  George  Washington,  Thomas, 
Maria,  Julia  Ann,  and  Waterman  (one  of  the  '"ar- 
;  gonauts"  of  '49L    The  second  r\Irs.  Dow  also  bore 
j  lier  husband   six   children:  John   W.,  Ensign  D., 
James  ;M.,  Leander  A.,  Alfred  M.  and  Henrietta. 
Henrietta  died  at  the  age  of  two  years,  and  the  two 
elder  sons  are  also  deceased.    Alfred  M.  is  be- 
j  lieved  to  have  l)een  nuirdered  by  the  Indians  in 
Califonn'a,  although  ins  fate  is  not  certainly  1 
Leander's  home  is  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.    John  K. 
Dow  passed  away  Sept.  3,  1S72,  having  passed  more 
than  his  allotted  threescore  years  and  ten.    His  wife 
had  died  eighteen  years  before,  on  Aug.  7,  1S54. 

James  M.  Dow  was  born  Dec.  9,  1834.  His 
father's  farm  was  situated  some  three  miles  from 
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the  village  of  Wasliington,  aiul  his  alk'iulancc  al 
scliool  was  necessarily  rather  dcsuhory,  allhoiigh  he 
became  linnly  grounded  in  liis  ki'.owledge  of  the 
elementary  j'".nglish  brandies.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  lie  left  home,  going  to  the  city  of  Rock- 
land, Maine,  where  he  duly  apprenticed  himself  to 
Jeremiah  Swift,  to  learn  the  joiner's  trade.  After 
serving  a  two-years'  apprenticeship  he  worked  for 
^Ir.  Swift  tv>'0  years  as  a  journeyman.  In  April, 
1857,  he  went  to  Minneapolis,  but  in  July,  1851;,  re- 
turned East,  locating  at  Hartford.  Here  he  was  ver- 
ily a  "stranger  in  a  strange  land,"  yet  he  possessed 
pluck  and  determination  which  were  not  easily 
daunted  or  discouraged.  He  reached  Hartford 
on  Fridav,  and  on  ]\Iondav  following  he  went  to 
Avork  in  the  shops  of  ^\'est  &  Foley,  on  High  street. 
For  three  years  he  was  one  of  their  most  trusted  and 
Talued  workmen,  and  then  he  undertook,  on  his  own 
account,  the  erection  of  a  hotel  on  the  borders  of 
Lake  Champlain  for  R.  Xewton  ;  the  responsi- 
bility thus  incurred  was,  in  some  of  its  aspects,  a 
grave  one,  yet  he  met  it  with  the  unflinching  deter- 
mination and  unwavering"  fidelity  which  have  char- 
acterized him  through  life.  His  next  business  ven- 
ture was  the  formation  of  a  partnership  with  ]Mr. 
Newton,  who  was  himself  by  trade  a  mason,  the 
company  being  known  as  Dow  &  Xewton.  Both 
partners  made  a  trip  to  Omaha,  with  a  view  of  meas- 
uring the  business  possibilities  and  probabilities  at 
that  point,  but  mutually  agreed  to  return  to  Hart- 
ford. Thcv  were  associated  in  business  for  three 
3'ears.  when  ]\Ir.  Dow  withdrew,  and  he  has  since 
had  no  partner. 

Mr.  Dow  has  been  eminently  successful  in  busi- 
ness, having  devoted  his  energy  largely  to  the  buy- 
ing of  unimproved  real  estate,  and  erecting  build- 
ings thereon,  which  he  placed  upon  the  market. 
He  has  done  much  toward  the  development  and 
beautifying  ui  the  citv,  and  while  his  motives  may 
not  have  liecn  wholly  disinterested,  Harford  owes 
him  a  debt  therefor.  He  has  always  shown  a 
generous,  wide-awake  public  spirit,  and  has  time 
and  again  accepted  unremunerative  offices  from  a 
sense  of  duty  as  a  citizen.  He  has  always  been  a 
conservative  Democrat.  From  187.^  to  1S77  he  was 
annually  elected  to  represent  the  Seventh  ward  in 
the  lower  branch  of  the  city  council,  and  for  the 
next  four  years  was  chosen  alderman.  As  a  mem- 
ber of  the  municipal  legislatiire  he  was  honest,  con- 
servative and  influential,  and  was  given  several  im- 
portant chairmanships,  among  them  that  of  the  com- 
mittee having  supervision  of  the  fire  department. 
He  was  also  placed  at  the  head  of  the  special  com- 
mittee charged  with  the  onerous  task  of  removing 
the  old  Trinity  College  building  from  the  present 
Capitol  grounds ;  was  a  member  of  the  committee 
charged  with  the  conversion  of  the  old  State  House 
into  the  city  hall;  and  in  1893  Mayor  Hyde  ap- 
pointed him  deputy  inspector  of  buildings  under 
John  B.  Garvie.  For  a  time,  Mr.  Garvie  being  in 
Jiurope,  he  was  the  executive  and  responsible  head 


j  of  this  municl]ial  department.    In  1807  Mr.  Dow 
I  was  made  inspector  by  Ma^'or  rresten,  and  was 
I  r(.apix)intcd  in  iS')').     To  the  discharge  of  his  public 
i  duties  lie  has  brought  a  quickness  of  perception 
i  based  upon  i)raclical  knowledge,  an  earnest  dci^irc 
j  to  ser\e  the  iieople  failh.fully  and  well,  and  an  lion- 
i  estv  which  not  even  the  fetid  breath  (jf  slander  has 
successfully  impugned.    In  the  administration  of 
!  his  present  office  he  has  introduced  various  reforms, 
j  looking  to  both  economy  and  efficiency.  Reference 
I  lias  been  made  to  his  atiiliation  with  the  Democratic 
party;  it  should  be  mentioned  in  the  same  connection 
that  lie  cast  his  first  vote  for  John  C.  Fremont,  in 
1856,  and  voted  for  Abraham  Lincoln  in  i860.  Fol- 
lowing the  faith  of  his  ancestors,  he  is  an  attendant 
at  the  Baptist  Church.    In   Masonrv  he  lake>  a 
!  deep  interest,  being  one  of  the  cliarter  member^  i_if 
I  the  ^Vlasonic  Temple  Association.    He  is  a  ])ast 
j  n:aster  of  Hartford  Lodge,  Xo.  88,  F.  &  A.  Al.; 
!  Pythagoras  Chapter,  Xo.  17,  R.  A.  .AL,  of  which  he 
j  has  acted  as  trustee  for  many  years;  a  member  of 
I  Wolcott  Council,  Xo.  i,  R.  &'S.  AI,;  and  of  Wash- 
ington Commandery,  Xo.  i,  K.  T.    He  has  been 
for  twenty-seven  years  a  member  of  the  Order  of 
the  Eastern  Star,  in  wdrich  he  has  held  all  tlie  princi- 
pal oflices.  including-  that  of  grand  patron  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  the  State. 

Air.  Dow  married  Aliss  Alailie  E.,  daughter  of 
Solomon  Benner  of  AA'aldoboro,  Alainc,  and  he  is  tlie 
father  of  two  daughters:  Etta  AI.  and  Lizzie  AL, 
both  unmarried  and  living  at  home.  The  elder  has 
been  for  many  years  a  successful  and  valued  teacher 
in  the  Flartford  public  schools.  The  younger  is 
bookkeeper  at  the  building  inspector's  office. 

EDWIN  TRACY  CARRIER  is  a  native  of 
Colchester,  Xew  London  Co.,  Conn.,  born  Aug.  11, 
1837,  the  son  of  a  farmer,  and  he  was  reared  upon 
his  father's  farm.  \\'hen  he  was  seven  years  old 
the  family  removed  to  East  Haddam,  at  which  place 
Edwin  T.  passed  his  early  youth. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  Air.  Carrier  went  to 
Aliddletown,  where  he  found  emplo}-ment  in  the 
manufactory  of  Hubbard  Bros.  After  two  years 
thus  spent  he  returned  home,  and  contracted  v,  itli 
his  brother-in-law  to  serve  an  apprenticeship  of 
three  years  to  the  tinsmith's  trade.  The  compen- 
sation agreed  upon  was  S35  for  the  first  year,  $45 
for  the  second,  and  S75  for  the  third.  At  the  end 
of  the  first  year  his  brother-in-law  disposed  of  the 
business  to  a  Air.  Boies,  who  hired  young  Carrier  at 
the  rate  of  $60  for  the  first  year  and  board,  $120  for 
j  the  second  year,  and  $180  for  the  third  year.  He 
I  continiied  in  this  employment  for  three  years,  when 
he  removed  to  Xorth  Alanchester  and  began  work 
for  K.  B.  Flibbard.  ^^'ithin  eight  months  his  em- 
])lo}  er  opened  a  branch  establishment  at  South  Alan- 
chester, for  the  convenience  of  Cheney  Bros.,  who 
required  a  very  considerable  amount  of  tinware 
and  plumbers'  work,  and  Mr.  Carrier  had  given  such 
satisfaction  in  his  suborilinate  position  that  he  was 
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soKvtod  to  take  charge  of  tlie  Somli  Manchester  ! 
braticli  of  the  business,    lie  continued  to  conduct  i 
.Mr.   llibhard's   South   Manchester  store   for  two  , 
years,  and  in  iSc).:  began  business  foi  hini-elf,  hi 
a  very  modest  way,  opening  shoj)  in  tlie  basement  j 
of  the  old  Ciieiiey  store,  where  he  liandled  stoves  i 
and  tinware,  ahhcuigit  most  of  his  time  was  dev^^ited  \ 
to  doing  plumber's  work  and  tinning  for  the  Cheney  I 
Bros."  siikmills,  and  for  the  papermills  of  H.  E.  i 
Rogers  and  JJunce  &  Sons,    lie  was  reasonably  ' 
successful,  yet  continued  to  occupv  his  original  store  j 
in  the  basement  until  1809,  when  he  began  business  | 
in  the  store  which  he  n_ov.'  occupies.    His  present 
building  co\ers  a  space  86x26  feet  in  dimentions, 
and  a  part  is  three  ^tories  in  height.    Here  he  car- 
ries an  extensive  line  of  hardware,   stoves  and 
plumbers'  materials.    In  addition  to  this  line  of  busi- 
ness, li.e  purchased  (in  18S4)  the  Horace  Bidwell  | 
papermills,  wliich  he  operated  for  ten  years,  until 
the  plant  was  destroyed  by  fire. 

Sir.  Carrier  was  married,  Oct.  20,  1S59,  to  ^liss 
Sarah  Bidwell,  of  Glastonbury,  a  daughter  of  Eras- 
tus  and  Fanny  Bidwell.  Their  union  has  been 
blessed  with  four  children:  The  eldest,  Jennie,  is 
the  wife  of  William  H.  IVlcXicoll,  of  New  York. 
The  second  child,  George,  is  deceased.  The  third, 
Frederick,  was  educated  as  an  electrician,  but  later 
engaged  in  business  with  his  father,  and  on  July  5, 
1S95,  met  with  an  accideiit,  while  riding  upon  a 
bicycle,  which  resulted  in  his  death.  The  youngest, 
Frances         hves  at  home. 

South  ^lanchester  has  few  more  jniblic-spirited  j 
citizens  than  Mr.  Carrier,  and  few  wlio  have  done 
more  for  the  upbuilding  and  improvement  of  the 
town.  He  has  built  foitr  large  tenement  houses 
on  Wells  street,  and  two  on  School  street.  He  has 
l^rospered  greatly  in  business,  entirely  through  his 
own  energy,  industry  and  integrity,  and  owns  a 
farm  of  sixty  acres  in  the  town  of  Bolton,  Tolland 
county,  besides  other  valuable  real  and  personal 
property.  He  is  an  earnest  member  of  the  ^lethod- 
ist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  has  been  a  trustee 
for  fifteen  years.    In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 

EDSOX  FRAXCIS  WOOD,  the  popular  pro- 
prietor of  the  "Edson  House,"  of  Plantsville,  is  a 
native  of  Hartford  county,  born  in  \\'olcott  Xov. 
29,  1845,  2.  son  of  Francis  and  Phylettia  (Xichols) 
Wood,  natives  of  Prospect  and  ^\VJlcott,  Conn.,  re- 
spectively. His  paternal  grandfather,  Thomas 
\\'ooil,  v/as  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  a  farmer  of 
Prospect  and  Wolcott ;  he  married  Celesta  Clark. 
His  maternal  grandfather  was  Erastus  Xichols,  a 
farmer  of  \\'olcott,  whose  wife  was  Rachel  Pardee. 

PTancis  Wood,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
machinist,  which  trade  he  followed  in  Waterbury, 
Conn.,  in  early  life,  and  for  thirty  years  priru-  to  his 
death  was  in  tlie  employ  of  Clark  I^rothcrs  &  Co.,  of 
Milldale,  and  the  Peck,  Stow^  &  W  ilcox  Co.,  of 
I'lantsville.  He  died  in  188S,  at  the  ripe  old  age 
of  seventy-six  years.    In  his  family  were  five  chil- 


dren who  reached  years  of  maturity :  ^lary  j.,  wife 
of  Walter  S.  Atwood ;  Josephine,  wife  of  Henry 
W.  Atwotjd  ;  Edson  F. ;  Louisa,  wife  of  Reuben  C. 
Barnes  ;  and  George. 

Our  subject  was.  reared  in  Xew  Haven  coutity. 
Conn.,  where  l;e  received  a  common-school  educa- 
tion, and  he  worked  twenty-six  years  at  the  ma- 
chinist's trade  with  Clark  l^rothers  &  Co.,  of  MiW- 
dale,  also  with  the  Peck,  Stow  &  Wilcox  Co.,  of 
I'lantsville,  Conn.,  and  Cleveland, Ohio,  spending  six 
years  in  the  latter  city.  Jn  August, 18S9, he  embarked 
in  the  hotel  business  in  i'lantsville,  in  which  he  has 
since  successfullv  continued.  His  hotel  has  become 
a  favorite  resort  with  the  traveling  public,  and  re- 
ceives a  liberal  ]:>atronage. 

]Mr.  Wood  has  been  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
being  Miss  Jennie  Pierpont,  a  daughter  of  Ezra 
and  Flamiia  (Skinner)  Pierpont,  of  Waterbiu-y, 
Conn.,  and  to  them  was  born  one  son,  Herbert  Ed- 
son. For  his  second  w-ife  he  married  ]\Iiss  Annie 
Taylor,  daughter  of  Joseph  Taylor,  of  England,  and 
to  this  union  one  daughter  has  been  born,  Ethel  E. 
Fraternally  'Mr.  ^^'ood  afiiliates  with  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Knights  of 
Pythias;  politically  he  is  identified  with  the  Re- 
publican party. 

FRAXKEIX  ARTHUR  XOTT,  an  efficient 
and  trusted  employe  of  the  Peck,  Stow  &  Wilcox 
Co.,  of  Berlin,  was  born  in  the  northern  pait  of 
that  town,  Dec.  23,  1S56,  and  is  descen.ded  from  one 
of  its  oldest  and  most   highly-resjjected  fanniies. 

Frederick  Xott,  his  father,  was  born  July  17, 
1833,  in  Berlin,  near  the  birthplace  of  our  subject, 
and  died  Oct.  23,  1896,  his  remains  being  interred 
in  the  Beckley  Ouarter.  He  met  with  fair  success 
in  his  farming  labors,  and  became  well-to-do.  His 
political  support  was  always  given  to  the  nien  and 
measures  of  the  Democratic  party.  In  1855  he  mar- 
ried 3*Iartha  A.  Snow,  who  was  born  Jan.  3.  1833, 
and  died  ^^larch  30,  1885,  being  laid  to  rest  in  the 
same  cemetery  as  her  husband.  Our  subject's  pater- 
r;al  grandfather,  Jonathan  X'ott,  a  farmer,  married 
Prudence  Belden,  of  Rocky  Hill.  Both  are  now 
deceased,  and  are  buried  in  the  Beckley  Ouarter. 

Upon  the  home  farm  Franklin  .-V.  Xott  grew  to 
manhood,  and  acquired  his  education  in  the  Buck- 
ley school.  On  leaving  school,  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen years,  he  entered  the  employ  of  Peck,  Stow  «S: 
Wilco.x  Co.,  and  remained  w  ith  them  about  seven 
years,  in  the  meantime  becoming  a  contractor  in  the 
piyer  department.  Later  he  was  with  the  Hart,  ITiven 
&  Meatle  Co.,  of  Kensington,  for  about  a  year,  atnl 
then  returned  to  his  old  employers,  as  contracMr  in 
saddlers'  punches  for  a  year.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  he  began  learnino-  the  machinist's  trade,  ami 
served  a  regular  apprenticeship.  SubsequentK-  he 
was  with  i'"alon,  Ce)le  Jhirnham,  nf  I'.ridgei lorl, 
for  a  short  time,  and  then,  on  account  01  lading 
health,  he  returned  to  the  home  farm  in  Berlin, 
where  he  remained  almost  a  year.    Mr.  Carpenter, 
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supcriiiU'iuU'iil  nf  the  Tcck.  Stow  &  Wilcox  Co.,  ! 
then  jicrsiiaclcd  him  to  return  to  thvii  enii)I(.>\-  for  a 
month.  Tlioni^h  at  the  time  lie  (.lid  noi  wivh  to  j 
o-o.  he  lias  .siuee  re'.iiained  will;  ti:em.  .\l  the  end  ' 
of  a  year  and  a  half  he  was  made  foreman  and  ; 
M!liei'intendeut  of  the  motive  power  of  the  whole  ' 
sliop.  and  is  now  most  caj'.ahly  lilling-  that  respor.-  ' 
sible  position,  lie  t^ivos  lo  the  business  his  inidu-  j 
vided  attention,  and  by  close  ajjplicavion  has  worked  ! 
his  way  ujuvard  until  he  is  now  (.nie  of  Uie  n.io.^t  i 
trusted   employes  of  the  eonqiany.  j 

Mr.  Xott  was  married,  Sept.  -?o,  1882,  to  Miss  | 
Isabel  liaddon,  who  was  hovw  in  New  Yijrk  Ci!:\',  1 
Sept.  2,  1835,  a  daughter  of  William  Absalom  and  I 
Soiiliia  (Crockett)  Hatldon.  The  mother  is  ik-w  j 
living  in  llrookdyn,  X".  Y.,  but  the  father  is  deceased,  j 
and  is  buried  in  lireenwood  cemetery,  that  city.  Our  1 
siiltjoct  and  his  wife  have  one  child,  I'^ranklin  ! 
Arthur,  who  was  born  Aug.  11.  1887,  and  is  now 
attentling  the  East  Berlin  schools. 

In  earlv  life  'Sir.  Nott  was  a  Democrat  in  poli- 
tics, but  lie  has  been  a  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party  since  the  second  election  of  President  Cleve- 
land. He  lias,  always  been  too  busy  to  take  a  very 
active  part  in  political  attairs.  He  is  a  meml)er  of 
Washington  Lodtie,  Xo.  81,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Croni- 
.  well,  and  of  Giddings  Chapter.  Xo.  25,  R.  A. 
of  X'ew  Britain,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  beloiig 
to  the  Second  Congregational  Church  of  Birlin. 
Thcv  are  widelv  and  favoralilv  known,  and  have 
many  friends  in  the  conmumity  where  they  make 
their  home. 

CHARLES  WATSOX  VIBERT.  Tobacco 
growing  is  tlie  branch  of  agriculture  to  which  the 
suljject  of  this  sketch,  a  well-kmjwn  farmer  of  Soinh 
Windsor,  lias  for  manv  years  devoted  his  chief 
attention.  In  the  pursuit  of  this  special  lino  of 
work  he  has  been  eniinentlv  successful,  and  his 
long  experience  h.as  matle  him  an  expert  and  an 
authority  u])on  the  subject.  He  plants  anmially 
about  sixteen  acres  in  tobacco. 

Mr.-  \'ibert  is  a  native  of  the  town  of  which  he 
is  now  a  -resident,  born  C)ct.  20,  1851.  son  of  Joseph 
W.  and  Eveline  (dark )  \'il>ert.  He  was  reared,  on 
the  farm,  and  remained  with  his  parents  until  he  at- 
tained his  majoritv,  receiving  a  fair  common-school 
education  and  acr|uiring  the  liabits  of  industr)-,  per- 
severance and  thrift  wliich  are  the  mainstay  of  the 
successful  American  farmer. 

In  1876  .Mr.  A'ibert  was  married  to  Miss  ^lary  i 
H.   King,   daughter   of   Hen.rv   ?\[.   and    Frances  | 
(Forbes)    King,  both  members  of  r)ld   Hartford  | 
county  families.    Mr.  and  Mrs.  \'il>ert  have  three  j 
children:  Emma,  Frances  and  Eveline.    .Soon  after  | 
his  marriage  Mr.   \"il)ert  fettled  ui)on  the  farm,  j 
which  he  has  since  successful!}-  cultivated,  and  is 
regarded  l)y  the  communitv  in  which  lie  li\es  as  a 
careftil,    enlerjn-ising   and    successfid    farmer.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  on  Oct.  i,  i8(;8, 
lie  was  elected  first  selectman  of  his  t(jwn  np-m  the 


ticket  of  that  party.  He  is  a  member  of  the  high 
school  committee.  Mr.  X'ibert  is  a  member  of 
Evergreen  Lodge,  -Xo.  114,  1".  X:  .\.  M. 

R'lXS  DLDld-A,"  XOTT,  a  well-known  citizen 
of  East  I'.erlin,  who  is  in  the  emplw  ol  the  lA'ck, 
Stow  &  Wilcox  Co.,  was  born  on  the  Xott  home- 
steatl  in  the  town  of  Berlin,  Vch.  23,  1871.  and  is 
descended  from  one  of  its  oldest  and  most  highly 
resiiected  families. 

Fred.erick  Xott.  his  father,  was  born  in  the 
same  town,  Julv  17,  1833,  and  died  Oct.  23,  189O, 
his  remains  being  interretl  in  the  Bjckley  Ouarter, 
He  met  with  fair  success  in  his  labors,  and  became  a 
well-to-do  farmer.  Flis  political  support  was  always 
given  to  the  men  and  measures  of  tlic  Democratic 
party.  In  1855  he  married  Martha  A.  Snow,  who 
was  born  Jan.  3,  1833.  and  died  March  30,  1885, 
being  laid  to  rest  in  the  same  cemetery  as  her  hus- 
band. Our  subject's  paternal  grandfather,  Jonathan 
Xott,  a  farmer,  married  Prudence  Beldeii,  of  R'^cky 
Hill.  Botli  are  now  deceased,  and  are  Iniried  \n  the 
Beckley  Ouarter. 

Our  subject  passed  his  lioyhood  and  }OUth  upon 
the  home  farm,  and  was  educated  in  the  Ik~ckley 
Ouarter  schools.  After  leaving  school,  at  the  age 
of  fifteen  years,  he  worked  on  the  farm  until  March, 
1890,  when  he  went  to  learn  the  machinist's  trade 
with  the  Peck,  Stow  &  Wilcox  Co.,  by  whom  he 
is  still  employ  ed.  He  continued  to  reside  on  the  old 
homestead  until  [May,  1899,  -.vhen  he  removed  to 
Wilcox  avenue.  East  Berlin,  where  he  now  lives. 

On  Sejit.  9,  iSqo,  IMr.  X'ott  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  IMiss  Gertrude  May  Crosslcy,  who  was 
born  Xov.  2,  1873,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Alice 
(Chapel)  Crossley,  of  Berlin.  Her  father  died 
Jan.  3.  1S87,  and  was  buried  in  Llartford.  but  her 
mother  is  still  living,  and  now  mak>  s  her  home  m 
Xew  Haven,  Conn.  ^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Xott  have  three 
children:  Ivins  I3udley,  born  April  9,  1892;  Martlia 
Alice,  Julv  4,  1895;  and  Eudora  Agues,  July  5, 
1S99.  Tlie  eldest  is  now  attending  the  Berlin 
schools. 

Sir.  Xott  usually  affiliates  with  the  Reiniblican 
I)artv,  but  at  local  elections  sujiports  the  men  whom 
lie  lielieves  best  qualified  to  fill  the  offices,  regaril- 
less  of  ]iartv  ties.  He  is  a  prominent  member  of  St. 
Elmo  Lodge,  Xo.  21.  K.  P.,  of  Xew  Britain,  of 
which  he  is  at  present  chancellor  commander.  He 
had  formerlv  filled  the  office  of  vice-chancellor. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Dramatic  Carder. 
Knights  of  Kliorassan,  known  as  the  side  rar.k  of 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  belongs  to  Lexington 
Lodge,  Xo.  72,  1.  O.  O.  P.,  in  which  he  has  also 
filled  office.  He  attends  the  Methodist  Church,  while 
his  wife  holds  membership  in  the  Congregational 
Church  of  Danbury. 

SAMUEL  AUGl'STUS  HILLS,  a  self-made 
man  in  the  full  sense  of  the  term  as  a])plied  to  nien 
who  raise  themselves  from  poverty  to  attluence,  wa> 
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horn  Xi)\-.  1,  1S37,  in  tlie  l-.nnse  where  L'hristoivhcr 
llills  now  in  l-'ast  Hartford.  Hartford  conn- 

ty,  a  son  of  Talcoti  and  l.nnra  (llrewcr)  Hills — 
family  names  fruinenily  to  he  fonml  within  the 
covers  oi  {\:\>  vi'lnme.  (  )nr  snhjeol's  .grandpar- 
ents, Ivverson  Hills,  and  wife,  each  li\e  1  to  attain 
the  advanced  ai^c  of  ninei\-lhree  vear-<. 

Talcolt  Hills  was  horn  I'eh.  q,  i8l\:;,  on  Smith 
]\lain  street,  in  the  hrnse  now  occnpied  In-  Mr. 
Coleman,  and  was  hy  trade  a  carpLnter.  his 
niarriai^e  with  Lanra  I'.rewer,  dau;;hter  of  Kenhcn 
Brewer,  seven  children  were  horn :  ]"diznr,  who 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war;  Lneins,  wh.o  d,ied 
in  early  manhood ;  Owen,  also  deceased :  Lanra, 
who  died  in  ycjnth  :  Sannicl  A.,  the  snhiect  of  this 
sketch;  Christopher,  who  married  ]\li-s  Harriet 
Parsons,  and  is  a  resident  of  Hockamnn  ;  and  Ed- 
son,  who  died  when  a  yonng  man.  'I'he 'father 
died  l-'eb.  22,  1869,  aged  sixty-six  years. 

Samuel  A.  Hills  received  but  a  limited  educa.- 
tion,  having  been,  as  he  remarks,  "'too  jwor  to  go 
to  school."  At  an  early  age  he  worked  at  atiything 
he  could  find  to  do,  at  which  he  could  make  an 
honest  dollar,  and  for  two  years  was  a  hand  on  an 
oyster-boat  running  between  Hartford  and  Long- 
Island.  'At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  began 
learning-  the  bootmaker's  trade,  with  his  brother 
Owen,  and  of  this  trade  he  made  a  success,  as  he 
continued  in  it  imtil  he  was  thirty  years  old.  wh.en 
he  bought  a  farm  cn.  Silver  Lane,  now  o'wned  by 
Mrs.  Brush.  He  culti\-ated  this  place  over  three 
)-ears,  and  then,  with  his  savings  as  a  shoemaker 
and  his  profits  in  farming,  purchased  from  James 
Lewis  Brush  a  tract  of  tliree  and  three-foiulhs 
acres  of  his  present  farm,  which  he  has  increased, 
through  his  untiring  industry  and  frugality,  to 
eighteen  and  one-half  acres,  and  on  this  productive 
farm,  made  so  by  liis  close  attention  to  its  cultiva- 
tion, he  erected,  in  1S83,  his  present  handsome 
dwelling  house. 

In  1861  2\Ir.  Hills  was  united  in  marriage  to 
INIiss  ^lary  Risley,  who  was  born  Xov.  22,  1837, 
a  daughter  of  Caleb  and  Jane  (Warren)  Risley. 
To  tliis  marriage  there  came  one  child,  Cora,  born 
in  1863,  and  now  the  wife  of  Simon  Geiselman,  a 
prosperous  young  farmer ;  their  union  has  been 
graced  with  one  child,  Samuel  Hills  Geiselman. 

Politically  Mr.  Llills  was  formerly  a  Democrat, 
but  of  late  years  has  voted  with  the  Republican 
party.  He  has  never  cared  for  public  office,  his 
farming  interests  being  more  enticing  to  him  than 
the  meretricious  fame  or  the  uncertain  emoluments 
resulting  from  official  employment,  which,  at  the 
best,  is  only  ephemeral  with  the  man  v.ho  is  truly 
honest.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Putnam 
Phalanx. 

Although  Mr.  Hills  descends  from  the  earliest 
colonists  of  Connecticut,  he  is  not  vain  as  to  his 
pedigree,  but  prides  himself  on  being  a  self-made 
nativc-ljorn  Americai-i,  which  title  to-day  is  para- 
mount to  that  claimed  in  ancient  days  1)y  those 


\  who  had  the  right  of  calling  thein.--elves  ■■i\oman_ 
citizen.s."  J  kmest  to  the  core,  hard-working  and 
self-made,  as  has  lieen  stated,  he  .-<eorns  h,\poerisy, 
adulalio!!  and  sveophaucy,  and  prohahlv  tliis  is  the 
best  of  his  manv  other  gooil  (pialilies. 

i       RUSWLLL  ALCOTT  XKAL.    From  among 
■  the  institutions  which  crown  the  industries  of  pro- 
gressive comnumities  rise  men  of  commanding  in- 
linence,  who  max  he  described  as  the  llower  of  their 
times.    Possessing  to  a  superlative  degree  those 
qualities  which  gather  force  in  great  movements, 
these  leaders  fitly  typify  the  genius  of  their  times. 
:  !■  rom  out  Xew  Engand  have  ariseit  the  most  famous 
'  n-ianulacturing  interests  of  the  country.  Large  indus- 
:  trial  businesses  have  been  created  which  have  be- 
comc  world-wide  factors  of  progress.  One  of  these 
has  beeii  the  Peck,  Stow  &  \\'ilcox  Co.,  of  Sottthing- 
'  ton,  known  wherever  hardware  is  sold.  In  its  crea- 
tion, and  during  the  crucial  and  formation  stages  of 
its  growth, thierc  stood  at  its  head  a  man  so  filled  with 
'  energv  and  determination,  so  fearless  in  execution 
and  unerring  in  judgment,  so  distinctively  repre- 
entative  of  the  master  mind  in  modern  manitfacture, 
that  the  destinies  of  the  large  interests  entrusted 
to  liim  were  assured.    He  was  an  eminent  and 
typical  product  of  a  Xew  England  ancestry. 
I       Roswell  A.  Xeal  was  born  in  Xew  Hartford, 
Conn.,  in  Januar}-,  1S21,  son  of  Elisha  and  Xaomi 
(Frost)   Xeal.      Through  both  his  paternal  and 
:  maternal  ancestry  he  descended  from  early  Con- 
necticut pioneers.    He  was  of  the  sixth  generation 
from  Edward  and  Martha  (Hart)  X'eal,  early  set- 
tlers of  AA'estfield,  Mass.    Edward,  their  son,  set- 
j  tied  at  Southington,  Conn.    John  X'eal,  son  of  Ed- 
\  ward,  was  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject, 
I  and  was  born  Oct.  28,  1719.    John  Xeal,  the  grand- 
!  father  of  our  subject,  was  baptized  in  Southington 
June  16,  1754,  married  Phcebe  Judd,  and  died  Feb. 
16,  1 83 1.    Elisha  Xeal,  the  father  of  Roswell  A., 
'  was  a  clock-i-naker  of  Southington,  possessing  in 
I  marked  degree  the  machanical  skill  which  made 
'  famous  the  jirodncts  of  his  shop  wherever  intro- 
j  duced. 

I       On  his  mother's  side  Mr.  X'eal's  American  an- 
cestry begins  with  Samuel  Frost,  from  whom  he 
'  is  of  the  fifth  generation,  namely:    (I)  Samuel 
!  Frost,  born  in  England  in  1704,  migrated  to  Amer- 
'  ica,  served  in  the  French  and  Indian  wars,  married, 
March  21,  1733,  X'aomi,  daughter  of  Edward  and 
Mary   (Thorp)   Fenn,  of  Wallingford.    He  died 
on  Wolcott  Mountain  Xov.  14,  1800.    (II)  David, 
i  born  Sept.  15,  1743,  married  Xov.  5,  17O2,  Mary, 
i  daughter  of  Joscjjh  an.d  Experience  Beacli,  of  W'all- 
I  ingford,  and  lived  on  Wolcott  Mountain.  (HI) 
David  Frost,  born  March  i,  1767,  married  Oct.  23, 
1791,  r^Iary  Ami,  daughter  of  David  Hitchcock, 
!  and  died  March  18,  1850,  on  Wolcott  Mountain. 

(I\")  X'aomi  Frost  .was  the  mother  of  our  subject. 
:  The  educational  advantages  of  Roswell  A.  Xeal 
'  were  meager.    It  was  always  to  him  a  source  of  re- 
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i;;roi  that  his  o])]-ortunitics  wcro  so  liiniicd.  V<ui 
llic  scIicoIiiiL;  he  ixocivc'l  was  of  ils  kind  niMsi.  Uiui"- 
ouyh,  aiul  the  jM-aoiical  alTairs  ol  Hfc  which  were 
tvci ywliere  insislenlly  present  ,L;a\c  tlirectiou  to 
his  i^rowtli  aiul  development,  ilis  hrst  einiilov  nicnr 
was  in  his  lather's  clock-making  shop,  a  not  un- 
common iiidii>try  in  Connecticut  ai  that  time,  tlic 
products  tinding  a  wide  market  throughout  the 
L'liiied  States  by  moans  of  }oung  and  enierprisirg 
salesmen,  or  peddlers,  as  they  were  then  kiiown. 
At  nineteen  young  Xeal  fourid  .employment  on  a 
farm  in  Bristol,  IJartford  county,  wliere  he  remained 
two  years.  Attaining  his  majority,  he  launched 
out  for  himself  in  a  clock  seliing  trip  to  Maine, 
met  with  fair  success,  and  from  his  sa\  ings  laid  the 
foundation  of  his  fortune,  lie  started  in  business 
a  little  later  in  partnershi])  with  \\".  .\tkins,  ot 
Bristol,  as  liiainifacturers  of  steelyards.  This  part- 
nership was  dissolved  in  1S49,  which  )ear  y[r. 
Kcal  removed  to  Soutliington,  vvh.ich  was  his  liome 
continuously  from  that  time  to  his  death.  At 
Southington  he  became  connected  with  a  iirm  which 
three  )"ears  later  was  formed  into  the  I'eck-Smith 
Manufacturing  Co.,  and  here  he  found  his  life 
work,  devoting  to  the  business  the  executive  and 
commercial  powers  which  had  been  steadily  ex- 
panding under  his  previous  experience.  In  1S61 
he  was  elected  president  of  the  company,  a  position 
which  he  held  until  the  company,  in  1S70,  became 
absorbed  in  the  Peck,  Stow  &  ^^'ilcox  Co.,  to  which 
he  was  also  called  as  president. 

Several  compjeting  firms  had  located  at  South- 
ingtqn  and  vicinity,  and  the  idea  of  consolidation 
and  greater  financial  and  industrial  strength  took 
root  and  grew.  During  tlie  period  from  1S49  to 
1870  the  capital  of  the  Peck-Smith  }ilanufacturing 
Co.  had  grown  from  $50,000  to  $150,000,  and  under 
the  most  capable  management  of  yir.  Neal  it  had 
been  most  prosperous.  The  dividends  were  gen- 
erous and  regular.  During  one  year  one  hundred 
per  cent,  was  paid,  another  year  sixtv  per  cent., 
and  for  several  years  twenty-five  per  cent,  was  the 
regular  dividend  to  the  owners.  The  Peck,  Stow 
&  \\'ilcox  Co.  was  incorporated  under  the  laws  of 
Coimecticut  in  1870,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $635,000. 
This  was  at  various  times  increased  until  at  the 
time  of  Air.  Neal's  retirement  from  the  presidency 
in  January,  18S7,  it  had  reached  $1,500,000.  From 
1870  to  1884  ^Ir.  Xeal  continued  the  active  direct- 
ing, being  the  executive  head,  but  during  the  last 
three  years  of  hi.:,  official  connection  with  the  com- 
pany his  health  compelled  him  to  relinquish  many 
of  the  more  exacting  duties.  He  had  given  to  the 
advancement  of  the  companv  the  same  untiring 
zeal  and  industry  which  had  characterized  his  pre- 
vious work.  He  had  wide  experience  and  vast 
resources  of  energy  and  determination.  Under  his 
management  the  business  increased  rai)idly,  and  by 
the  division  of  labor  the  cost  of  production  was 
considerably  reduced.  After  thirty-five  years  of 
active  business  life  he,  in  1887,  when  warned  that 


!  his  physical  powers  were  failing,  teinlered  his  rcsig- 
!  nation,  and  lived  in  ri'tirement  until  his  death, 
1  which  occurred  Aug.  15,  1S91. 

1        -Mr.  Xeal  was  a  s]i!entlid  tyjx^  of  tlie  Xew  Eng- 
[  land  maimfacttn-er,  emiuentlv  i)rogressivc,  keeping 
apace  if  not  ahead  of  his  competitors.    He  was 
;  courteous  and  frank,  always  did  as  he  promised,  and 
i  the  trade  had  confidence  in  his  word.    He  was  full 
1  eif  hope  and  encouragement.    He  was  an  excellent 
:  judge,  both  of  character  and  of  trade  conditions, 
j  He  had  strong  convictions,  detested  shams  and  pre- 
I  tenses,  A\on   and   deserved   confidences,   and  was 
j  courageous  enough  to  voice  and  act  his  opposition 
1  to  trade  methods  which  he  bolieved  unfair  and  un- 
I  just.    Jde  was  a  strong,  close  friend,  but  could  be 
an  unrelenting  enemy.    Of  plain  speech,  with  simple 
ai;d  unassunung  manners,  he  was  easily  approached 
and  unpretentious  in  every  way,  being  a  man  of 
the  peciple,  antl  in  touch  and  sympathv  with  his 
.  fellow  men.    At  times  stern,  his  heart  w~ould  melt 
at  the  bare  recital  of  a  story  of  injustice  or  sutTering. 
He   was   massive,   without  adornment,   honest  in 
heart  and  soid.    With  pluck  and  perseverance  he 
overcame  all  obstacles,  never  suft'ering  defeat,  and 
never  resting  until  his  aim  was  accomplished.  He 
laughed  at  failure,  feared  no  competition,  and  had 
the  confidence  of  a  victor  entering  the  arena  to  wdn. 
Conscience  and  courage  were  his  capital.    He  was 
content  to  be  and  appear  wdiat  he  was.    His  memory 
was  tenacious  of  facts  and  details.    He  spoke  with 
directness  and  to  the  point.    He  was  a  stanch  friend 
of  education  and  of  the  schools,  for  a  number  of 
years  serving  as  president  of  the  board  of  trustees 
of  the  high  school  at  Southington,  and  his  cnildren 
were  educated  in  the  best  schools  of  the  State. 
His  mind  remained  unclouded  to  the  last,  and  his 
death  brought  to  the  town  a  feeling  of  personal 
loss. 

In  religious  belief  'Sir.  Xeal  was  a  Baptist,  de- 
nominational but  not  sectarian.  ITe  was  a  liberal 
giver,  and  charitable  in  the  highest  degree.  Though, 
not  much  of  a  partisan  politician,  he  usually  voted 
the  Democratic  ticket,  and  four  times  represented 
the  town  in  the  State  Legislature.  He  was  public- 
spirited  and  identified  with  many  hardware  manu- 
facturing companies,  having  been  a  number  of 
years  president  of  the  Southington  Cutlery  Co.,  the 
/Etna  Xut  Co.,  the  ^-Etna  [Match  Co.,  and  the  South- 
ington X'ational  Lank,  and  a  director  in  other  banks, 
insurance  companies  and  corporations. 

]Mr.  Xeal  was  married,  April  14,  1846,  to  Miss 
Eunice,  daughter  of  Lloyd  and  Charity  (Cramp- 
ton)  Atkins,  and  she  bore  him  six  children:  Mary 
E.  (Mrs.  Theodore  ]\IcKenzie)  ;  Lloytl  O. ;  Joseph- 
ine X. ;  Stephen  D. ;  Julia  T. ;  ami  Fanny. 

STEPHEX  D.  XEAL,  the  efficient  and  popu- 
lar general  manager  of  the  .Etna  Xut  Com[)any.  of 
Sotithington,  was  born  I'eb.  i,  1861,  in  that  town,  a 
son  of  Roswell  .\.  and  Eunice  (Atkins)  Xeal.  a 
sketch  of  whom  is  given  above.      The  paternal 
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graihltatlKr.  I'.lisba  Xcal,  married  Xauiiii  iM-ost, 
('aui;h;cr  of  D.ivic!  and  .Alar_\-  Ann  (  I  litchoiick) 
]"rosi.  He  livcil  in  Sout hins^ton  and  Xcw  1  lart- 
I'oix!,  Conn.,  and  in  (,.>lsc<:o,  X.  later  in  life  re- 
inrnii'.g-  lo  SonthiiiL^tun,  wlicrc  his  dfath  occurred. 
Jli>  father,  John  Xeal,  \va<  a  stMi  of  fi  lm  X'ea!,  Sr., 
and  qrandson  of  Mdward  Xeal.  w  ho  rnadc  h.is  home 
in  Se  uthingti  ill.  and  there  tlied  in  17(18.  Kdward 
Kcal  was  a  .son  of  lulward  Xeal,  Sr..  an  early  set- 
tler of  Massachusetts,  who  married  .Martha,  daui^h- 
tcr  of  Edmund  Hart,  and  located  in  W'estficld,  ]\Iass., 
where  his  children  were  born  and  where  he  die'd, 
■  Ldoyd  Atkins,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  L'ct.  22.  1780.  and  was  married 
Oct.  22,  1823,  lo  Charity  Crampton.  His  father, 
Samuel  Atkins,  was  born  Jan.  17,  1750,  and  was 
married  in  1773  to  lumice,  daugliter  of  Ivev.  John 
Wightman.  He  died  in  IJristoI  Jtily  2,  1830.  He 
was  a  son  of  Thomas  Atkins,  who  was  born  in 
W'alling-ford,  Conn.,  April  22,  1716,  and  was  mar- 
ried Feb.  8,  173S,  to  ^lercy,  daughter  of  Eleazer 
Aspinwall,  of  Earmiiigton.  In  1733  he  located  in 
Southington,  where  he  died  in  1790.  His  father, 
Benoni  Atkins,  was  born  in  i6i)0,  and  was  mar- 
ried Aug.  20,  1715,  to  Esther  Hall,  of  A\'allingford. 
He  also  removed  to  Southington  in  1733,  and  there 
died  April  28,  1756.  He  was  a  son  of  Th-omas  At- 
kms,  an  early  settler  of  Hartford,  who  located  in 
East  Hartford  in  1682,  and  died  Oct.  23,  1G94. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  Stephen  D.  X'eal 
pursued  liis  studies  in  tlie  public  schools  of  his  na- 
tive to\vn,  and  in  the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute, 
Suffield,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1881.  For  ten 
years  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Peck,  Stow  & 
Wilcox  Co.,  of  Southington,  and  for  live  years  was 
sccretarv  and  purchasing  agent  for  the  company,  but 
since  Aiig.  4,  1896.  he  has  held  his  present  respon- 
sible position,  tliat  of  general  manager  for  the  A:Ana 
Xut  Company,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  tlie  firm 
and  all  concerned. 

On  Jan.  17,  18S4,  'Mr.  Xeal  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  -Miss  Grace  V.'aud,  a  daughter  of  ^Nlar- 
madnke  and  Jennie  (^loule)  V.'aud,  natives  of 
Xew  York  and  England,  respectively,  and  late  res- 
idents of  Boston,  }.[ass.  To  this  union  has  been 
born  one  son,  Roswell  A.  Religiously  Mr.  Xeal  is 
a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  :  politically  he  is  a 
Kepublican.  He  has  taken  quite  an  active  ana  in- 
fluential part  in  public  affairs,  was  v.-arden  of  his 
borough  two  terms,  and  a  member  of  the  board  of 
burgesses  several  vears.  He  is  quite  prominent  in 
social  circles,  and  is  a  member  of  Friendship 
Lodge.  Xo.  Tft,.  F.  S:  \.  M.;  Triune  Cha])ter,  Xo. 
40,  R.  A.  .Ah:  Wonx  Tribe.  Xo.  28,  1.  O.  R.  M.; 
the  Order  of  L'nited  American  .Mecham'cs :  and  the 
A.ncient  C)rder  of  L'nited  Workmen. 

ROGER  W.  SHFR>d.\X,  general  truckman 
and  contractor,  Hartford,  was  born  in  \l<i-t  Hart- 
ford Mav  18,  1857,  son  of  .Mason  W.  and  .Susan 
(Sessions J  .Sherman. 


The  first  of  the  ."Sherman  familv  of  whom  there 
j  seems  to  be  any  authentic  record  is   I'hilip  Sher- 
I  n\an,  who  was  li.'rn  in  Didliam,  Fngland,  in  moo, 
and  came  to  J'ortsmoiuh.  R.  1.,  where  his  son,  I'eleg 
Sherman,  was  born  in  1O3O.    IVleg  Sherman  had 
a  stm  Feleg,  Jr..  liorn  in  iMki  in  I'ortsmouih.  Frnni 
him  descended  Laleb  Sherman,  wlvjse  s<.'n,  David 
Sherman,  marrieii  Al)igail  Slade.  Their  son,  I\Iason 
i  Slade  Sherman,  born  in  1783.  at  I'omfret,  Conn., 
!  was  married  IT-b.  22,  1820,  to  Evelina  Whitteniore, 
i  who  was  born  Dec.  29,  1796.    Thev  had  two  chil- 
i  drcn.  Mason  Wales  and  .Mary  Wells.  Mason  Wales 
I  Sherman,  father  of  cur  subject,  was  born  Jan.  5, 
!  1822,  and  married  March  11,  1849,  Susan  Sessions, 
I  who  was  born  at  I'omfret,  Conn.,  Sept.  10,  i8i<). 
!  and  bv  wlmm  he  had  children  as  follows:  ^lana, 
I  deceased;  .Mice:  Hattie;  and  Roger  W". 

Roger  W.  .Sherman  s])ent  his  earlier  years  in 
I  Hartford.  He  was  educated  at  the  common  scliools, 
and  as  a  boy  commenced  with  his  father  in  the 
trucking  business.  Fle  was  taken  in  as  a  partner,  the 
firm  becoming  ]M.  \Y.  Sherman  &  Son  in  1891.  In 
18S9-1891  he  was  in  X'ew  York  in  business  for  him- 
self. Since  189':)  he  has  practicallv  managed  the 
concern  alone,  although  the  firm  name  remained 
unchanged  up  to  .-April  i,  1900.  when  it  became 
Roger  Sherman.  It  is  the  oldest  established  busi- 
ness of  its  kind  in  the  city,  and  next  to  the  largest, 
giving"  employment  to  some  sixtv  horses  and  thirty 
men.  Besides  the  general  trucking  business  'Slv. 
Sherman  does  a  large  amount  of  contracting,  which 
alone  gives  employment  to  over  one  hundred  men. 

In  .-April,  1S87,  Roger  A\'.  Sherman  was  married 
to  [Minnie  AA'ilton,  who  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  X. 
Y.,  a  daughter  of  AA'illiam  C.  AATlton.  editor  and 
publisher  of  books  and  pamphlets.  One  child.  AA'il- 
ton AA^,  has  been  l)orn  to  this  union. 

In  politics  ^Ir.  Sherman  is  independent,  but  in 
X'ational  issues  usually  votes  the  Republican  ticket; 
he  served  in  the  common  council  one  term,  and  then 
declined  further  nonvination.  Stjcially  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  St.  John's  Lodge,  F.  «S:  .A.  ]M.,  of  the  Council 
and  Chapter,  and  is  identified  with  the  B.  P.  O.  E. 
In  religious  faith  the  familv  are  identified  with  the 
]M.  E.  Chin-ch,  the  services  of  v/hich  tlicy  attend. 

FDAVARD  HA^IILTO-X  BI^OCKFTT,  a  pro- 
gressive farmer  and  tobacco  grower  of  the  IMeadow 
Plain  District,  town  of  Simsbury,  was  born  June  9. 
■  1854,  in  the  district  in  which  he  still  lives,  and  is 
a  member  of  an  old-settled  family  of  the  town. 

rieorge  Hamilton  Brockett.  grandfather  of  our 
sul.iject,  was  a  blacksmith,  and  followed  his  trade  in 
Simsbury  and  Canton  tintil  his  death.  I  \  \>  wile's  mai- 
den nfvme  was  Moses.  Their  only  chiUl,  Jame>  hAdyn 
Brockett.  received  a  good  district-school  educatinn. 
Being  quite  yi  ung  when  his  ]iarenis  ])asscd  a\\ay. 
I  he  began  e.arh-  to  work  out  as  a  farm  hand,  lor 
j  I'dilni  Case,  and  cn  reaching  his  miijority  brnight 
'  the  Deacon  .Ama-;i  Case  farm,  <if  about  one  lum- 
'  dred  acres,  improved  it  greatly,  and  c;iri-ied  on  gen- 
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cral  larminii-,  tobacco  i;ro\vini;-  and  tlic  raisiiii;-  of 
dairy  slock,  lie  married  Saraii  Cordelia  Case, 
daiii^liter  of  Horatio  Ci.  Case,  of  Meadow  I'lain.  and 
to  lliis  niarriai;e  were  !>orn  h\  e  children  :  Annie, 
wliii  w;;s  married  Wdieeler  Ca.-o,  of  W'fst  Sims- 
linry  ;  Chai-Kiite.  .siill  sin-'e:  Xellie,  wife  of  Samuel 
]).  Alfi-rd,  of  Avon;  J-ldward  II..  tlic  subieet  of 
this  sketch;  and  I'.elle.  who  is  married  to  Arthur 
Woodforil.  -Mr.  Mroekett.  the  failicr  c,\  this  fam- 
ily, was  first  a  ^^  big'  and  then  a  Ivepublican,  and 
represented  liis  district  in  tlie  Genera!  Assembly 
of  Connecticut  in  1871  :  he  also  served  as  sek-ct- 
nian.  and  in  several  oilier  local  ofiiccs.  He  was 
liberal  ir.  his  views  on  religion.  Fraternally  be  was 
a  charter  member  of  the  F.  &  A.  ^l.  lodge  at  Col- 
linsville.  and  was  greatly  esteemed  by  all  bis  fel- 
low citizens.  His  death  took  place  on  bis  farm  in 
]SS4.  bis  widow  surviving  until  January.  1898,  when 
she  expired  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years. 

Edward  H.  Frockett  vcas  educated  in  the  school 
of  his  district,  and  at  a  select  school  in  Granby, 
and  has  always  bad  bis  home  at  the  old  homestead. 
Since  bis  father's  death  be  has  been  engaged  in 
tobacco  growing  and  general  farming,  and  has  made 
many  improvements  on  tlie  place.  In  1876  Vxv. 
Brockett  married  INliss  Caroline  Elizabeth  Bradley, 
Avbo  was  born  in  East  W'eatogue,  and  is  a  daughter 
of  Justin  A.  and  Caroline  (Humphrey)  Bradley, 
and  a  g-randdaughter  of  Capt.  Oliver  Bradley.  They 
have  bad  two  children,  ^Mary  A.  and  George  B. 
IMary  A.,  v.'bo  was  educated  in  the  district  scliool, 
the  Coimecticut  Literary  Institute,  and  Wilbraham 
(Ivlass.)  Academy,  is  now  the  wife  of  Charles 
Rowe,  an  ovster  planter  of  Xew  Haven.  George 
B.  was  educated  in  the  district  school,  the  Plain- 
ville  high  school.  Stone's  Agricultural  College,  and 
the  Idartford  Business  College. 

?\Irs.  Brockett  is  a  descendant,  maternallv,  of 
another  of  the  old  and  respected  families  of  Hart- 
ford county,  the  first  of  the  name  to  settle  here 
having  been  ?^Iichael  Ilumpbrey,  wlio  married  Pris- 
cilla  Grant.  John,  bis  eldest  son,  married  Hannah 
Grifiin,  and  their  son.  Deacon  John  Flumphrey,  who 
was  born  Xov.  iS,  1C71,  married  Sarah  Mills, 
widow  of  John  I\Iil!s.  and  daughter  of  John  Petti- 
bone,  and  died  Dec.  31,  1732.  ]\Iichael  Humphrey, 
son  of  Deacon  John,  was  born  in  November,  1703, 
in  Sinisbury :  b.e  was  a  deacon  in  the  church,  a 
selectman,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  town  clerk  of 
Norfolk,  Litchfield  county,  and  representative  in 
the  General  Assembly  from  that  town,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  leather.  He 
li-arriv'!  .Mercy  Humphrey,  daughter  uf  Jonathan 
an<]  Mercy  (Rugglesj  Humphrey,  and  died  Oct. 
21,  1778.  lion.  Daniel  Humphrey,  son  of  [Michael, 
was  l)orn  Aijril  10,  1730,  was  a  prominent  lawyer 
in  his  day,  was  a  delegate  to  the  convention  tliat 
ratiliid  the  I-ederal  Constitution,  was  a  member  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  Connecticut  for  several 
year.*;,  and  was  also  a  justice  of  the  peace;  he  dicrl 
Aug.  27,  1813,  and  his  wife,  Rachel  J'hclps,  who 


was.  born  in  .'■"^iinsljury  Dec.  u,  174J.  a  daugiuer 
of  Hon.  David  and.  Abigail  (  Petlibrjue  j  Phelps,  died 
Sipi.  J3,  kSq!}.  DutUey  llumphrev.  son  of  Hon. 
Dar.iel,  was  be-rn  Aug.  17,  1784.  was  a  school 
teacb.er.  surveyor,  assessor,  justice  of  the  peace, 
county  commissii.ner  (f^'r  fe>ur  vears).  member  of 
the  Legislature  (several  terms),  and  judge  of  pro- 
bate. He  was  a  farmer  at  East  W  eatopue.  l-"ra- 
ternallv  be  was  a  FreeniasoTi,  belonging  to  the 
lodge  at  Simsbury.  lie  married  Pliebe  Case,  who 
bore  him  ten  children:  Host\i,  Philenu.m,  Jarvis, 
.Amoretie.  Phcbe.  James.  David.  Daniel.  Caroline 
and  Aurelia.  Caroline,  daughter  of  Judge  Dudley 
Humphrey,  was  married  to  Justin  Andrews  Brad- 
ley, son  of  Capt.  Oliver  and  Hamiah  Bradley,  and 
became  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Brockett. 

Hon.  Edward  H.  Brockett  was  for  years  a 
me:nber  of  the  board  of  relief,  and  in  18^4  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature,  in  which 
he  served  on  tlie  Insuraitcc  committee;  at  present 
be  is  a  meml)er  of  the  town  school  board.  He  is  a 
stockholder  and  director  in  the  Avon  Creamery. 
In  politics  'Sh.  Brockett  is  a  stanch  Republican. 
He  is  liberal  at  heart,  yet  is  public  spirited,  and  aids 
in  forwarding  every  measure  calcitlated  to  advance 
the  public  good,  and  in  consequence  en.joys  the  es- 
teem of  the  eiitire  comn.unity. 

THIOTFIY  ED^IUXD  GRISWOLD,  an  old- 
time  farmer  of  Bloomfield,  was  born  X'ov.  9,  1S3S, 
on  bis  present  place,  and  descends  from  one  of  the 
oldest  of  X^'ew  England's  pioneer  families.  His 
genealogy  may  be  traced  back  to  1607.  as  follows: 

Cicero  Griswold,  father  of  our  subject,  was  bora 
on  the  same  farm,  in  Bloomfield,  July  15,  1807,  was 
married  X'ov.  15.  1837,  to  Sarah  E.  Goodrich,  who 
was  born  ^larch  22,  1813,  to  which  marriage  were 
born  Timothy  E.  as  above,  and  Sarah  E.,  Dec.  15, 
1840.  The  latter  was  first  married  to  Charles  D. 
Brown,  afterward  to  a  ^Ir.  Blackwell,  and  of  the 
former  further  mention  will  be  made  in  full.  Mrs. 
Sarah  E.  Griswold  passed  away  Jan.  20,  1S91,  and 
Cicero  Griswold,  who  had  lived  all  his  days  on  the 
home  farm,  died  Xov.  27,  1894  He  was  first  a 
Wdiig  in  politics,  then  a  Republican,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Society. 

Xoah  Griswold,  father  of  Cicero,  and  grandfa- 
ther of  our  subject,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Wind- 
sor, Conn.,  Sept.  10,  1771,  and  died  Oct.  8.  1849. 
He  married,  March  13,  1794,  Rhoda  Pinney,  who 
was  born  r^lay  11,  1773,  and  died  April  3,  1865. 
Their  children  were  eleven  in  number :  Lavinia, 
horn  Dec.  30,  1794,  died  Sept.  9,  1798;  Julia,  born 
May  29,  1796,  died  April  25.  1810;  Lucinda,  born 
lA'b.  iC,  1798,  married  Hayden  G.  Peck  Dec.  9, 
1S25,  and  died  Jan.  15,  1867;  Lavinia  (2),  born 
.\ug.  23,  1800,  married  Luther  I'ierce,  Oct.  23,  1836, 
and  died  in  I-A-brnary.  1887;  Rhoda  M.,  born  Xov. 
9,  1802,  married  Hiram  Thrall,  ami  died  March  6, 
1872;  Aurelia,  born  Jan.  17,  1805,  was  married 
to  Harvey  Allen;  Pamelia  (twin  of  .\urelia;  died 
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C'ct.  15,  Cicero  was  born  July  15,  1807;  Julia 

C,  born  l)ot.  J^:?,  1810,  married  Samuel  Altord 
.March  17.  iSj'v,  and  died  Oct.  ]8«.)5:  Noah,  Jr., 
born  1-eh.  j8.  1814.  ditvl  in  December,  1894:  and 
George  W'.,  born  Alay  13,  ]8i6,  died  Oct,  15,  189S. 

Xoah  Grisuold.  greai-g-randfaiher  ot  our  subject, 
born  Sejit.  11,  17JJ.  tirst  married  .\bigail  Griswold, 
and  (second)  Mindred  Griswold,  and  became  the 
lather  of  six  children  :  Edisha,  Aurelia,  Frederick, 
Koah,  Toba  and  Lydia. 

Matthew  Griswold,  great-great-grandfather  of 
our  subject,  born  Feb.  -'5.  1O80,  married  ^Jar\' 
Phelps  June  d,  1709,  and  to  this  marriage  were 
born:  Mary.  Jerusha,  Lucy,  ^Matthew,  and  Xoah. 

Josiah  Griswold,  great-great-great-grandfather 
of  our  subject,  born  ]\Iarch  12,  1647,  niarried  ?\Iary 
Gaylord,  ]ul_\-  14,  1670,  and  died  Xov.  14,  1716,  the 
father  of  live  children :  INIary,  Joseph,  Francis, 
iSlatthew,  and  Abigail. 

Edward  Griswold,  the  great-grcat-great-great- 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  England  in 

1607,  and  in  1630  married  INIargaret  ,  who  died 

Aug.  23,  1670.  Edward  Griswold  was  attorney  for  a 
Mr.  St.  Xicholas,  of  ^^'arwickshire,  who  had  a  house 
built  in  Windsor,  Conn.  I\Ir.  Griswold  came  to 
America  at  the  time  of  the  second  visit  of  George 
Fenwick,  who  came  in  the  interest  of  the  owners 
of  the  Warwick  land  patent,  and  he  first  located  in 
^^^ind5or,  but  in  1649  removed  to  his  land  grant  at 
Poquonock,  Hartford  county,  at  that  time  an  out- 
post settlement.  He  took  an  active  part  in  public 
afifairs,  was  the  deputv  from  "Windsor  to  the  General 
Court,  and  was  the  principal  promoter  of  the  set- 
tlement at  Hammonasset,  organized  in  1667  as  the 
town  of  Kenilworth,  and  now  called  Clinton.  He 
was  the  first  deputy  from  that  town,  and  was  magis- 
trate and  representative  for  more  than  twenty  years. 
He  was  particularly  active  as  a  member  of  the  Leg- 
islature, and  in  1678  was  a  member  of  the  commit- 
tee for  establishing  the  Latin  school  at  Xew  Lon- 
don. He  died  at  Kenilworth  in  1691,  the  father  of 
eleven  children,  born  in  the  following  order :  Sarah 
1631  ;  George,  1633:  Francis,  1635:  Lydia,  1637; 
Sarah,  1638;  Ann,  1642;  Mary,  1644;  Deborah, 
1646;  Joseph,  1647;  Samuel,  1649:  and  John,  1652. 

Timothy  E.  Griswold,  the  subject  proper  of 
this  biographical  sketch,  passed  his  boyhood  days 
on  the  home  farm,  attended  the  district  school  of 
his  town  and  the  public  schools  in  Xew  Britain. 
On  April  30,  1862,  he  married  IMiss  Sarah  A.  Barn- 
ard, daughter  of  Harrison  Barnard,  of  Bloomfield, 
and  the  three  children  of  this  union  were  as  fol- 
lows: Edmund  T.,  born  Jan.  31,  1864,  married 
Carrie  S.  Wells,  April  15,  1891  ;  Addie  E.,  born 
May  10,  1869,  died  r\Iarch  4,  1870;  and  Frederick 
C,  born  Jan.  25,  1871. 

In  1868  ]\Ir.  Griswold  removed  to  the  Sally 
Brown  estate,  which  he  had  bought,  and  on  this 
he  remained  until  1891,  when  he  returned  to  the 
old  home;  his  two  sons  reside  on  the  Brown  farm, 
where  they  passed  their  boyhood  days,  and  the  fam- 


ily have  resided  in  the  north  nn'ddle  district  of 
r>lL>omfiold  through  four  generations.     .Mr.  Griswold 
is  an  ardent  Kepublican  in  pi.'lilics,  and  has  served 
his  fellou'  lownsmcn  as  selectman  and  as  a  men^ber 
i  of  the  b'3ard  of  relief,    b'raternally  he  is  atiiliated 
.!  with  Hiram  Lodge,  Xo.  98,  F.  &  A.  AL,  at  Bloom- 
■  field,  of  which  he  is  a  past  master,  and  he  is  also  the 
master  of  Tunxis  Grange,  1'.  of  H.    Fie  is  a  mem- 
;  ber  of  the  Congregational  Society  of  Bloomfield, 
j  and  no  name  in  the  coimtv  is  more  highly  honored 
than  that  of  Timothv  Edmund  Griswold. 

I  CARLTOX  BURDETTE  IX'ES,  proprietor  of 
I  a  well-equi]jped  meat  market  at  X'o.  113  IMain  street, 
i  Bristol,  where  lie  also  handles  game,  vegetables, 
canned  goods,  etc.,  was  born  in  that  town,  Dec.  31, 
j  1855,  '^'^d  is  a  son  of  Enos  Byron  and  Aurelia  E. 
1  (Jones)  Ives. 

i  Enos  B.  Ives,  father  of  Carlton  V>.,  was  born 
Oct.  8,  1827,  on  a  farm  in  Peaceable  street,  Bristol, 
was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and  the  Bristol 
Academy,  passed  through  the  usual  routine  of  a 
farmer  lad's  life,  did  some  little  stonemasonry  when 

I  still  young;  for  many  years  was  in  the  butchering 
business,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  actis-e  life  worked 
at  joining  and  other  light  labor.  In  1897  he  retired 
and  is  now  making  his  home  with  his  son,  Carl- 
ton B. 

j       In  politics  Enos  B.  Ives  was  originally  a  Know- 
j  X'othing,  but  on  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
i  partv   became   a   member   thereof,  and  under  its 
auspices  served  as  a  member  of  the  district  school 
ccmmittee  two  terms.    In  religion  he  is  a  Congre- 
I  gationalist.    To  the  marriage  of  Enos  B.  Ives  with 
j  ?\Iiss  Aurelia  E.  Jones,  which  took  place  X'ov.  4, 
j  1854,  were  born  four  children,  in  the  following 
i  order:    Carlton  B.,  the  subject  of  tliis  sketcli,  of 
wdiom  nnich  is  to  be  said  after  something  has  been 
related  concerning  his  ancestors. 

Louis  Byron  Ives,  the  second  child,  was  born 
Xov.  24,  1858,  was  a  wood  turner  by  trade,  but 
later  was  comiected  with  his  brother,  Carlton  B., 
j  in  the  meat  trade.    On  Dec.  8,  1887,  he  married 
j  ]\Iiss  ]\Iary  Lewis,  of  Waterbury.   To  this  marriage 
I  were  born  two  children;     Morton,  Jan.  2,  1892, 
I  and  Alargaret,  F"eb.  21,  1893.    The  father,  Louis 
j  Byron,  was  called  from  earth  Dec.  19,  1896,  and 
I  his  remains  were  interred  in  Waterbury,  where  his 
v.ddow  still  resides  with  her  children. 

Edward  Keys  Ives,  the  third  of  the  four  chil- 
dren of  Enos  B.  Ives,  was  born  Feb.  12,  1S70,  and 
is  a  bookkeeper  for  Taylor  &  Sons,  lumber  dealers 
of  Hartford.  He  married  Gertrude  Allpress,  of 
Bristol,  but  has  no  children. 

Orrin  I'rancis  Ives,  the  youngest  of  Enos  B. 
Ives'  family,  was  born  May  25,  1873;  he  is  a  clerk 
in  Charles  Ra])elye's  drug  store  at  liartford. 

l\Irs.  Aurelia  E.  Ives  was  a  daughter  of  1  Ed- 
ward K.  Jones,  was  born  Ajiril  i,  1833,  and  died 
j  Xov.  4,  1891,  her  remains  being  interred  at  I'.ristol. 
'       Gideon  Ives,  great-great-grandfather  of  Carlton 
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]\.  Jvcs.  was  of  T'ii;;!ish  cxtracticin.  if  nol  liirtli.  ami  ! 
with  tln\'o  brotlKTS — ICnos,  Amos  and   Ki,'ulieii —  | 
was  aiiKuig-  the  carhcst  to  locate  at  W'alhny ford,  | 
althotigli  he  aiul  Imios  later  rcniox  ed  to  ]5rislol.  (v)nc  I 
of  the  oarly  cx]ieriep.ce>  of  (lidei  ii  wa'^  an  encounter  | 
with  an  Indian  on  l-"all  .Moinuain,  in  which  the  j 
sava_q:o  was  killed.    The  red  rr.an  had  been  irack-  | 
ing  Mr.  Ives  and  Je.-se  lia^lord  tln-ough  tlie  forest 
all  day,  while  they  were  ont  hinitinq-,  bnt  before  he 
could  take  the  scalp  of  either,  hini>eif  "bit  the  dust" 
— but  it  is  not  detinitely  known  which  of  the  while 
men  did  the  killing. 

Enos  Ives,  great-grandfather  of  Carlton  B.,  was 
born  in  Bri^tol  Oct.  J5,  1754.  lie  was  xcvy  in- 
lluential  in  town  affairs — served  in  the  Revolu-  ; 
tionary  army,  became  a  constable  and  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  was  quite  active  in  public  matters  gen- 
erally. In  October,  1774,  he  married  IMiss  Eunice, 
daughter  of  Titus  ^ierriman,  of  ?\Ieriden,  Conn., 
and  this  marriage  was  blessed  with  six  children, 
as  follows:  Keturah,  born  Aug.  7,  1778.  died  Sept. 
29,  1840;  Eunice,  born  ^larch  i,  1780,  died  June 
12,  1843;  Charles  Granderson,  born  Oct.  20,  17S1, 
died  jNIay  6,  1867;  Sarah,  born  Sept.  24,  17S9,  died 
April  20,  1835;  Enos,  Jr.,  born  May  21,  1793,  died 
Aug.  13,  1866;  and  Orrin,  born  Sept.  i,  1797,  died 
March  9,  1867.  Enos  Ives,  the  father,  passed  away 
IMarch  9,  1830,  his  wife  on  May  16,  1832. 

Orrin  Ives,  grandfather  of  Carlton  B.,  and 
spoken  of  in  the  foregoing  paragraph,  was  born  on  ! 
the  Ives  homestead  on  Peaceable  street.  Bristol, 
Conn.,  and  was  a  lifelong  farmer.  He  married, 
Dec.  23,  1824,  ?\Iiss  Angeline  Peck,  a  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Hannah  Peck,  which  union  resulted  in 
the  birth  of  two  children,  the  elder  of  whom  was 
Enos  B.,  father  of  Carlton  B.,  and  of  Avhom  a 
brief  notice  has  been  given  above,  and  the  younger, 
Orrin  Burdette,  was  born  Aug.  23,  1830.  He  mar- 
ried (first)  Gertrude  liawley,  and  (second)  Alice 
H.  Hawley,  and  died  in  South  Carolina  April  18, 
1896,  on  his  way  home  from  Florida,  whither  he 
had  gone  for  the  benelit  of  his  health.  In  politics 
he  was  first  a  ^\'hig,  later  a  Republican,  and  in  re- 
ligion he  was  a  Congregationalist. 

Carlton  B.  Ives,  whose  name  opens  this  bio- 
graphical notice,  attended  the  schools  of  his  native 
borough  until  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  then  served 
a  two-year  term  at  learning  wood  turning  with  H. 
A.  &  A.  H.  Warner.    For  the  next  two  yeais  he 
was  in  the  employ  of  the  Union  Hardware  Co.,  at 
Torrington,  as  a  wood  turner,  then  for  about  eight  j 
months  worked  for  Hiram  C.  Thompson,  clock  move-  I 
nicnt  manufacturer  inBristol.  He  was  next  employed  ■ 
for  several  months  by  his  uncle,  Orrin  B.  Ives,  as  a  | 
clerk  in  a  clock,  jewelry  and  crockery  store,  and  j 
finally  engaged  in  his  present  line  of  trade  by  en-  j 
tcring  the  meat  market  of  W.  E.  Strong,  at  the  , 
same  stand  still  occupied  at  Xo.  113  Main  street. 
After  working  for  a  year  for  r\Ir.  Strong,  the  two 
formed  a  partnership  and  bought  otit  John  Elton, 
on  the  Nortii  Side,  where  they  conducted  a  meat 


market  for  nine  months.  They  then  re-sold  to 
Mr.  Eiion,  and  returned  to  ilie  old  stand  on  Alain 
street,  wliere  for  a  bhori  lin.ie  Mr.  Ives  again  worked 
for  \\'.  ]•-.  Strong;  M.  L.  Ga>lord  and  Mr.  Ives 
then  formed  a  partnership  and  bought  out;  Mr. 
Strong,  conducted  the  business  tognilher  about  three 
vears,  when  ^Ir.  l\'es  bouglii  Mr.  Gaylord's  inter- 
est, and  has  prosperously  carried  on  the  business 
alone  up  to  date.  Besides  this  business  he  is  one 
of  the  directors  of  the  Serpentine  Paint  Company. 

Carlton  ii.  Ives  and  Miss  Louise  C.  Michael 
were  happily  joined  in  marriage  ^Ma}'  20,  1880. 
Airs.  Louise  C.  Ives  was  born  in  Xew  Britain  Oct. 
21,  1861,  a  daughter  of  Christian  Michael,  and  has 
borne  her  husband  two  children:  Harry  Lee,  July 
8,  18S8,  and  M}rtle  Aurelia,  April  21,  1892.  The 
family  attend  the  Baptist  Cliurch,  and  fraternally 
]\Ir.  Ives  is  a  member  of  Pequabuck  lodge,  1.  O.  O. 
F.,  and  of  the  E.  L.  Dunbar  encampment ;  he  is 
also  a  member  of  the  A.  O.  L".  W.  In  polities  Air. 
Ives  was  a  Republican  until  1S96,  when  he  began 
to  sympathize  with  the  Free  Silver  movement;  how- 
ever, he  gives  politics,  as  a  rule,  but  little  attention, 
although  at  present  he  is  treasurer  of  the  town  of 
Bristol.  He  is  interested  in  the  upbuilding  of  his 
town,  and  is  the  owner  of  considerable  property 
there.  Personally  he  and  his  family  are  very  high 
in  the  esteem  of  the  neighbors,  and  as  a  business 
man  his  name  stands  without  a  stain. 

HEXRY  THOAIAS  FIART,  an  old  resident 
and  one  of  the  most  respected  of  Burnside,  town 
of  East  Hartford,  was  born  in  Medford,  ^lass., 
Jan.  3,  1S28,  and  is  the  only  son  of  Thomas  Pass- 
more  Hart  by  his  first  marriage. 

Thomas  Passmore  Hart  was  born  in  Xew 
Hampshire  about  1801,  learned  the  hatter's  trade, 
and  married  Lois  ^McClure,  who  was  also  born  about 
1801,  and  was  one  of  a  family  of  thirteen  children. 
By  this  marriage  were  born  two  children :  [Nlary 
Passmore  {who  died  in  infancy)  and  Henry  T. 
(subject  of  this  sketch).  ^Irs.  Lois  Hart  passed 
away  Dec.  25,  1831,  and  Thomas  P.  afterward  mar- 
ried Mary  Riggs,  who  was  born  in  181 1,  and  died 
in  Council  Bluits,  Iowa,  Sept.  i,  1S46,  having  borne 
Mr.  Hart  one  child,  Alartha  E.,  who  was  born  in 
Oxford,  Conn.,  was  married  to  B.  K.  Bullock,  and 
now  lives  in  Provo  City-,  Utah,  and  is  the  mother  of 
thirteen  children.  Thomas  Passmore  Hart  died 
about  the  year  1836,  leaving  behind  an  untarnished 
name. 

Henry  T.  Hart  was  but  four  years  of  age  w  hen 
his  parents  brought  him  to  Connecticut,  and  in  Ox- 
ford, \\  atcrtown  and  Seymour  he  received  his  pri- 
mary education ;  as  he  was  only  eight  years  old 
when  he  lost  his  father,  his  subsequent  opporlutii- 
ties  for  attending  school  were  not  altogether  abun- 
dant or  profuse,  although  he  did  attend  three 
months  in  the  year  after  he  had  been  bound  out, 
to  an  old  farmer  who  had  been  a  sea-faring  man. 
With  this  man  young  Hart  remained  five  or  six 
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years,  receiving-  raUior  rough  treatment,  and  being 
coni])ensateil  witli  his  boanl  and  clothes  and  the 
Jew  inunths  sehivihng  ah'eady  nienli.'ned.  llis 
hours  ol  h'.Ijor  were  from  5  130  .\.  .M.  \intii  130  p.  m. 
His  lirst  sunnner  uuJi<.r  this  wortliv  was  a  memor- 
able one.  I'he  old  fellow  used  to  haee  his  young' 
appremiee  thrash  rye  on  th.e  barn  lloor,  setting  a 
rapid  pace  and  expecting-  the  little  lad  "to  hold  it. 
Thoug-h  the  apprentice  used  a  boy's  tlail  he  naturally 
soon  tired.  At  tlie  lu-st  signs  of  letting  up  the 
captain  would  }ell  at  him  as  though  he  was  calling 
to  a  kxikout  in  the  lorttc^p.  This  would  spur  the 
youngster  lor  live  minutes.  As  soon  as  he  began 
to  tlag  again  the  c>Id  skijiper  would  sli}'  a  bundle  of 
rye  at  him,  knocking  him  out  of  the  door.  It  was 
amid  such  Spartan  training  as  this  that  young  Hart 
passed  his  boyhood. 

At  tlie  early  age  of  sixteen  years  Hart  be- 
gan learning  the  trade  of  joiner,  receiving  S4S 
per  vear  besides  instruction,  and  he  remembers  that, 
about  this  time,  men  would  work  a  whole  day  for 
three  pounds  of  salt  pork.  His  first  work  was  in  Xew 
Haven,  and  some  of  the  earliest  was  on  the  old  State 
House,  when  the  State  had  two  capitals.  He  re- 
calls the  advice  of  a  fatherly  overseer,  who  sought 
to  direct  his  ambition  correctly  by  saying :  "Learn 
first  to  do  work  well,  Henry,  and  then  do  it  as  fast 
as  you've  a  mind  to;"  this  has  since  been  a  motto- 
with  ^Ir.  Hart.  In  1S48  he  vcent  to  Enfield,  Conn., 
to  build  the  first  Congregational  church,  and  then 
he  entered  tlie  employ  of  the  Hazard  Powder  Co.  as 
millwright.  He  stayed  with  Col.  Hazard  until 
1856,  in  which  year  'he  came  to  Burnside  to  enter 
the  employ  of  the  Goodwins.  About  his  first  work 
was  on  the  building  of  the  house  of  George  H. 
Goodwin.  He  also  worked  in  the  "■rvlidule"  mill, 
but  this  the  Goodwins  closed  in  1S57,  when  2\lr. 
Hart  went  to  Hartland  to  work  on  dairy  farm  land 
which  he  had  just  bought.  Tv/o  years  later  he  sold 
out,  and  went  to  Buckiand  to  the  Goodwin  paper 
mill,  to  make  repairs  and  take  the  position  of  mill- 
wright. He  then  followed  his  trade  of  joiner,  and 
worked  two  summers  with  P.  Garvan.  Later  he 
was  millwright  for  Cheney  Brothers,  with  whom  he 
stayed  until  1865.  In  that  year  he  removed  to 
Burnside,  to  take  charge  of  the  building  of  the 
lower  mill  for  Hanmer  &  Forbes.  With  this  firm  he 
stayed  as  millwrigdit  until  1875,  i''  which  yeai  he 
opened  a  general  country  store,  continuing  same 
until  February,  1893.  During  this  time  business 
increased  so  as  to  require  the  services  of  five  men 
instead  of  two,  and  three  horses  instead  of  one. 
His  store  was  burglarized  in  all  eight  times,  and  in 
two  months,  by  two  other  robberies,  he  lost  a  gold 
v.-atch  and  $600.  President  Arthur  appointed  him 
postmaster  in  1S83,  and  the  duties  of  this  office  he 
discharge<l  at  his  store.  In  1S89  ^\r.  1  lart  bought 
the  Bliss  farm,  and  has  since  added  to  il,  his  landed 
proi)erty  now  consisting  of  thirty-nine  acres.  In 
1891  ^^r.  Hart  opened  liis  commodious  coal-yard. 
This  is  supiilied  by  a  spur  track  from  Burnside 


station,  and  in  it  he  keeps  a  stock  of  the  best  Le- 
high X'alley  hard  coal.  His  business  is  constanilv 
increasing,  as  lie  delivers  promi)tly  the  best  coal 
at  lowest  j)rices. 

The  marriage  of  Air.  Hart  took  place  Dec.  2, 
1849,  Mi-ss  Harriet  Emmons,  a  daughter  of 
Warren  and  Harriet  (^Case)  Emmons,  high.lv-re- 
spccted  fanning  people  of  Hartland.  This  lady  was 
born  Aug.  24,  1825,  and  after  a  happy  married  life 
of  nearly  a  hal  f-cenlury's  duration  was  called  to 
the  better  land  Xov.  n  ,  181)5,  her  remains  now  rest- 
ing in  the  cemetery  at  East  Hartford.  The  mar- 
riage of  ^ir.  and  Mrs.  Flart  was  blessed  with  four 
children:  INLirtha  Ella,  born  Xov.  25,  1852,  in  En- 
field, was  married  Sept.  25,  1895,  to  Osborne  W. 
IMoody,  a  native  of  Xew  York,  and  is  now  living 
in  Burnside;  Orrin  H.,  born  X'ov.  14,  1854,  died 
Aug.  3,  1895,  and  is  buried  in  East  Hartford:  Iden- 
rietta  Passmore,  born  Oct.  20,  1857,  and  Eva  Har- 
riet, born  Dec.  23,  1865,  '^''e  single,  and  making 
their  home  with  their  father. 

Fraternally  2\Ir.  Hart  is  an  Odd  Fellow,  having 
joined  the  Somerville  Lodge  when  a  young  man, 
and  is  also  a  Good  Tempar.  Politically  he  was  a 
Democrat  until  the  close  of  President  Franklin 
Pierce's  administration,  then,  in  1857,  joined  the 
Republican  party,  to  v.-hich  he  has  steadfastly  ad- 
hered ever  since.  Although  averse  to  oftice  hold- 
ing he  has  served  several  terms  as  justice  of  the 
peace  as  a  matter  of  public  duty,  as  he  felt  it  to  be, 
the  office,  in  fact,  being  thrust  upon  him ;  through 
similar  incentives  he  served  eight  years  as  a  meml)er 
of  the  district  school  committee.  Air.  Hart  is  truly 
a  self-made  man,  from  a  business  point  of  view,  and 
his  long  and  useful  Jife  sets  an  example  well-worthy 
the  emulation  of  the  rising  generation. 

EDWARD  T.  THOAIPSOX  is  a  leading  mer- 
chant of  Lnionville,  whose  success  in  life  is  due  to 
his  own  energy  and  the  high  ideal  -a-hich  his  lofty 
and  laudable  ambition  placed  before  him.  Success 
in  anv  walk  of  life  is  an  indication  of  earnest  en- 
deavor and  persevering  effort — characteristics  that 
he  possesses  in  an  eminent  degree. 

A  native  of  the  county,  Air.  Thompson  was  born 
in  Avon  June  11,  1S61,  and  is  a  son  of  Amon 
Thompson,  who  v.-as  also  born  there.  The  grand- 
father, Alson  Thompson,  was  at  one  time  one  of  the 
most  prosperous  farmers  of  Lovely  street,  Avon. 
He  married  Aliss  Sally  Hart,  of  that  town,  and  to 
them  were  born  four  children  :  Alary,  deceased  wife 
of  a  Air.  I'eck ;  Amon;  Sarah,  deceased  wife  of 
John  A.  Alerriman,  of  L'nionville :  and  I-lmeline, 
wife  of  Charles  Alerriman,  of  Litchfield.  Con- 
necticut. 

Anion  Tliomp';-<:/n  has  spent  all  his  life  in  h.is 
native  town,  engaged  in  agricultural  j)ursuits,  and 
now  resiiles  on  the  old  David  Hawley  farm.  He 
married  Jane  Woodruff,  a  daughter  of  Aloses  W  ood- 
ruff.  of  Avon.  She  died  in  1878.  They  had  five 
children:  Jennie,  deceased;  Emma,  wife  of  Edson 
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) ,.  I'crkins.  i>i  l.iu-liticld ;  George,  deceased;  Ed- 
w.v.  A  r.,  owv  Milij.ei  ;  and  Leva,  wife  oi  Dr.  H.  II. 
l''eiiii,  ot  LiieliUeUi. 

]ii  ihe  pubic  schools  of  Avon  Edward  T.  Thomp- 
son acquired  a  good  practical  education.  .\t  the 
age  of  sixteen  >ears  he  began  his  business  career 
as  a  clerk  for  C  1".  Cieorgia,  in  L'nionville,  and  re- 
mained with  him  lor  four  years.  During  the  fol- 
lowing four  years  he  was  similarlv  employed  ijy 
A.  S.  Hart  Co.:  then  followed  the  carpenter's 
trade  in  Litchfield  for  about  a  \  ear ;  and  later 
clerked  in  the  grocery  store  of  C  S.  Bunce,  on 
North  !NLaiu  street,  Llartiord,  for  two  years.  Sub- 
sequently he  had  charge  of  the  circulation  of  the 
Hartford  Telegram  for  two  years,  and  at  the  end 
of  that  time  came  to  L'nionville,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  grocery  and  lish  business  in  the  ]\Ier- 
riman  block  for  live  years.  l-"or  two  years  he 
worked  for  L.  Saner,  in  the  meat  business,  and  dur- 
ing the  following  three  vears  was  in  tlie  employ  of 
]\L  C.  Woodford,  whom  he  succeeded  in  business 
Ivlarch  28,  1S99.  Lie  carries  a  large  and  well- 
selected  stock  of  staple  and  fancy  groceries,  notions, 
etc.,  and  is  building  tip  an  excellent  trade.  At  his 
present  location  his  father's  cousin,  ^larcus  Thomp- 
son, was  engaged  in  the  general  mercantile  business 
for  over  thirtv  years.  Socially  Mr.  Thompson  is 
a  member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  L'nited  ^^'ork- 
men.  '  He  was  married,  in  Avon,  to  2^Iiss  Nettie 
Rexroth,  of  Canton,  Conn.,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren :  Lticile  and  George  Edward. 

ERANK  ROBERTS,  a  prominent  and  progres- 
sive farmer  of  East  Hartford,  and  a  descendant  of 
one  of  the  oldest  families  in  Llartford  county,  was 
born  Eeb.  12,  1854,  on  the  farm  on  which  William 
Roberts  now  resides,  and  is  a  son  of  Ira  and  Char- 
lotte Corinth.ia  (Cowles)  Roberts,  whose  five  chil- 
dren were  born  in  the  following  order :  Ch.arles  W., 
George  (died  in  infancv),  ^lartin,  William,  and 
I"" rank  (the  subject  of  this  sketch). 

Erank  Roberts,  after  finishing  his  education  in 
the  jiublic  schools,  returned  to  the  farm  wdiere  he 
was  born,  and  a  part  of  wdiich  he  has  ever  since  dili- 
gently and  intelligently  cultivated.  On  Aug.  22, 
187*^1.  lie  married  ]\Iiss  Ida  E.  Tefft,  a  native  of 
New  Haven,  born  ]March  2,  1856,  daughter  of 
Richard  and  Jennie  Warner  (  WVilcott )  Tefft,  the 
former  of  whom  is  nov.'  deceased:  the  latter  makes 
her  hitme  with  Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Roberts.  One  child, 
Erank  T.,  was  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roberts  June 
22,  1877,  and  still  resides  under  the  ])arental  roof. 

Mr.  Roberts  has  a  fine  farm  of  tliirty  acres  in 
Silver  Lane,  wliich  he  devotes  chiefly  to  the  culti- 
vati'.m  of  tijbacrrj.  invariably  realizing  profitable 
crojjs.  In  })olitics  he  is  a  Republican,  but  has  never 
l)een  an  office  seeker,  although  verv  p^ipular  in  his 
town,  as  well  as  elsewhere.  He  has,  however,  filled 
the  office  of  past  regent  of  East  Hartford  Council, 
No.  1237,  Ro\-al  Arcanum,  and  has  three  times 
been  master  of  East  Hartford  Cirange.    He  is  a 


thorough  business  m;m,  keen  and  far-sighted,  is 
favoral)ly  and  wiilc!_\  known,  and  staiuls  verv  high 
in  the  esteem  of  his  immediale  community. 

i  EREDL-RICK  G.  HLM  rHRI-:Y.  a  leading  agri- 
j  culturist  at  Canton  Cenler,  is  thoroughlv  progressive 
I  in  his  mcili.jds,  and  has  made  a  marked  success  in 
I  dairying  and  tobacco  growing.  Of  late  he  has 
become  interested  in  horticulture,  also,  and  a  fine 
peach  orchard  gives  promise  of  a  good  reward  lor 
j  his  efforts  in  this  line. 

j  Mr.  Humphrey  belongs  to  one  of  the  well-known 
j  families  of  his  locality,  and  other  sketches  in  this 
!  volume  give  accounts  of  his  ancestry.  ITis  father, 
Alfred  Eranklin  liumphrey,  was  born  in  New  Hart- 
ford, Oct.  S,  1S26,  a  son  of  George  Liumphrey,  and 
a  half-brother  of  Deacon  Henry  Liumphrey,  of 
Canton  Center.  C)n  Oct.  12,  1853.  Alfred  E. 
I  Humphrey  was  married  at  Canton  Center  to  ]\Irs. 
Lydia  Adams  Mills  (widow  of  Anson  Garner  Mills), 
born  Nov.  14,  1S25,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Chauncey  G. 
Griswold,  and  four  children  came  of  this  union: 
George  E.,  born  Dec.  31,  1S54,  was  married,  in 
]\larch,  iSSo,  to  Ida  J.  Burr,  of  Bloomficld ;  Ered- 
erick  G.,  born  Sept.  2,  1856;  William  G.,  born  ^lay 
31,  i860;  and  Llattie  L.,  born  Eeb.  17,  1S64.  The 
lather  died  March  18,  189S;  and  the  mother  is  still 
living. 

Dr.  Chauncey  G.  Griswold,  who  died  in  1S64, 
was  a  prominent  citizen  of  Canton,  and  for  manv 
years  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  the  well- 
known  Griswold  salve.    He  was  a  native  of  Bloom- 
field,  and  a  son  of  Elijah  and  Lydia  (Adams) 
Griswold.    Eor  some  vears  of  his  early  manhood 
he  resided  in  New  York  State,  but  the  greater  por- 
tion of  his  life  was  spent  in  Canton.    On  Eeb. 
i  27,  1S17,  he  married  Ruth  ^lills,  who  was  born  Nov. 
j  9,  1792,  a  daughter  of  Ephraim  and  Rosanna  (Loot) 
i  ^VJills,  and  a  granddaughter    of    Deacon  Joseph 
]MilIs,  one  of  the  first  settlers  at  West  Simsbury. 
They  had  the  following  children  ;  jMortimer,  born 
July  12,  1818,  died  in  infancy;  Chauncey  ^lills, 
I  born  Sept.  12,  1819,  died  June  25,  1826;  Edwin, 
1  born  July  3,  1821  ;  Theodore,  born  April  23,  1824; 
\  Lydia  .-\.,  our  subject's  ir.other ;  Augustus  Dwight, 
born  April  3,  182S;  Harriet,  born  Jan.  6,  1831,  died 
in  infancy;  Marv  Augusta,  lx)rn  ^lay  3,  1832,  and 
Eliza  Hooker,  born  Aug.  2,  1835. 

Our  subject  received  a  district-school  education, 
and  also  for  a  time  attended  the  Connecticut  Lit- 
erary Institute,  at  Sufficld.  He  learned  the  trade 
of  carpenter  and  joiner  with  John  E.  Wheelock,  of 
Collinsville.  remaining  with  him  a  year  and  a  half, 
but  after  following  the  trade  for  some  time  he  de- 
cided to  devote  his  attention  to  farming.  Eor  four 
vears  he  renft-d  the  Lucia  Case  farm,  and  llu-n 
bought  tlK>  Eiiliraim  'Mills  farm,  of  one  hundred 
acres,  upon  which  he  has  made  many  inqirovements. 
In  addition  to  the  management  of  his  farm  he  works 
occasionally  at  his  trade,  building  houses  and  barns 
in  his  locality,  and  he  is  also  connected  with  the 
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Canton  Center  Croamcjy  as  a  stockliolder  and  di- 
rector. As  a  citizen  lie  is  popular,  and  he  has  lieen 
elected  to  olTicc  cn  the  Repiiblican  ticket,  having 
served  as  assessor  and  justice  oi  die  peace.  He  and 
his  family  are  identilied  with  the  Congregational 
Cliurch,  and  socially  he  belongs  to  the  Knights  of 
the  Maccabees  at  Collinsville,  in  which  he  has  been 
commander,  and  to  the  Grange  at  Collhisville,  in 
which  he  has  served  two  years  as  master  and  two 
years  as  overseer. 

On  March  _'S,  1S78,  Mr.  Humphrey  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Emma  W.  BidwcH,  daughter  of  Sher- 
man and  Betsey  i^W'ilcox)  r.idwell,  granddaughter 
of  Sherman  Bidwell.  and  great-granddaughter  of 
Jasper  Bidwell.  Thomas  JJidwell,  Sr.,  with  his 
wife,  wliose  name  was  Ruhamah  Pinney,  came  from 
\\'indsor  about  the  year  1740.  and  settled  in  the  east 
part  of  Xew  Hartford  (now  Canton),  on  the  prem- 
ises that  fell  to  his  son,  Deacon  Thomas  Bidweil, 
and  later  to  his  grandson,  Jasper  Bidwell,  and  said 
premises  remained  in  the  possession  of  the  Bidwell 
family  until  the  year  1SS6.  Of  the  children  born 
to  ]Mr.  and  Mrs.  Humplirey,  (i)  Bessie  Ruth,  born 
Julv  21,  1S79,  married  Lewis  Case,  and  has  one 
child,  Esther;  (2)  Emma  Louise,  born  April  12, 
1881,  is  at  home:  (3)  Helen  G.,  born  June  22,  1884, 
is  attending  the  high  school  at  CoUinsville  ;■  and  (4) 
Laura  B.,  born  Feb.  6,  1886,  died  Sept.  27,  18S6. 

DAXIEL  BROWX  GOLDSMITH,  ilie  lead- 
ing house  and  sign  painter  in  Bristol,  Conn.,  was 
born  in  Poughkeepsie,  X.  Y.,  May  17,  1829,  and 
is  a  son  of  Frederick  and  Ruth  (Brown)  Gold- 
smith, of  Connecticut  nativity. 

Frederick  Goldsmith,  the  father,  was  a  son  of 
James  Goldsmith,  who  once  lived  in  Terryville, 
Conn.,  the  cellar  and  foundation  of  his  demolished 
residence  being  still  visible.  James  Goldsmith  was 
the  father  of  four  children:  John,  Frederick,  .Mar- 
tin and  Oliver,  and  with  one  of  these  he  passed  his 
declining  years  in  the  West.  Frederick  Goldsmith 
was  a  stonemason  and  contractor  and,  in  partner- 
ship with  his  brother  John,  carried  on  business  in 
Waterbury,  Conn.,  where  his  death  took  place.  To 
his  marriage  with  Miss  Rutli  Brown,  daughter  of 
Reuben  Brown,  of  Waterbury,  the  following  named 
family  of  children  was  born :  Ransom  Hobart,  who 
lived  and  died  in  Xew  Haven;  \\'illiam  De  Forest, 
who  died  in  California;  Daniel  B.,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  ;  Franklin  E.,  in  the  painting  business 
in  Xew  Haven;  Lyman,  who  died  in  Taunton, 
Mass. ;  Eliza,  who  died  in  \\'aterbury,  the  wife  of 
Eli  Perkins;  Eveline,  who  died  in  Waterbury, 
the  wife  of  James  Adams:  May,  wlio  became  Mrs. 
Bradley,  of  Wolcott,  and  died  in  Xew  Haven  hos- 
pital ;  ilattie  ]\Iaria,  who  is  married  fo  B.  H.  Ball, 
of  West  Haven;  Annie,  who  is  the  wife  of  James 
Hart,  of  WaU;rl)ury;  Ellen,  now  Mrs.  Dam'el  W. 
Morrel,  of  Xew  Haven;  JCmily,  and  two  others, 
that  died  in  infancy. 

Daniel  Brown  Goldsmith  was  a  mere  child  when 


j  brought  by  his  jiarents  from  Poughkeepsie,  X'.  \., 
j  to  J3ridge\\  ater,  Ldtchtield  co\mty.  Conn.,  where  he 
'  was  permitted  te>  attend  sclioul  in  winter,  but  was 
ccimpelled  to  a>visi  tiie  family  h\  working  on  a  f;irm 
in  summer.    At  the  early  age  of  ten  years  he  left 
tlie  parental  jool  and  went  out  into  the  world  to 
make  a  livelihood  for  himself.    As  a  farmer's  bu\' 
j  he  secured  position  after  position,  in  al)OUt  the  fol- 
I  lowing    order;     With  the  \\"idow    Lockwood,  in 
j  Bridge-water,  two  }  ears :  with  Marcus  J5.  Mallett. 
j  Vi'ith  whom  he  reniained  until  sixteen  years  old, 
j  receiving  meanwhile  some  educalinn  in  the  Bridge- 
I  water    schools;  with    Deacon    Timothv  Balls,  of 
\\  aterbury,  for  two  years;  with  Deacon  Edward 
Schotield,  one  year;  he  then  worked  for  two  vears 
in  the  brass  wire  factory  of  Samuel  Holmes,  at 
Torringlon ;  ne:\t  worked    in    Holmes'  factca  v  in 
Waterbury  for  a  short  time,  after  which  he  worke<l 
a  year  in  a  button  factory  for  Sherman  Brcnison. 

After  being  thus  variously  employed  Islr.  Gold- 
smith began  to  learn  tl-e  painter's  trade  with  Will- 
iam H.  ]Manstield,  in  Waterbury,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained about  one  year,  working  here  and  there  for 
a  while,  and  then  for  Henry  Churchill,  at  Chico])ee, 
^Lass.,  for  two  years ;  then  for  ?dason  &  Stune, 
Central  Row,  Hartford,  about  two  years ;  for  Bailey 
&  Blakeslee  at  Waterbury,  about  three  years  ;  for 
Abel  ^lason,  in  X"ew  Flaven,  two  years,  and  for  the 
following  six  years  carried  on  business  for  himself 
in  the  same  city,  thence  removing  to  Plymouth, 
where  he  conducted  business  on  his  own  accr)unt 
for  a  while.  In  186S  he  came  to  Bristol,  where 
he  has  since  done  the  leading  painting  and  decorat- 
ing work  of  the  borough. 
I  Air.  Goldsmith  has  twice  been  married,  first,  m 
1850,  to  Ellen  ]Vl.  Chandler,  of  Granby,  Adass.,  who 
died  in  Bristol  in  1883,  and  her  remains  were  in- 
terred in  X'ew  Haven.  She  was  the  mother  of  three 
children:  Warren  Henry,  born  April  26.  1S53 ; 
Austin  Cook,  born  Alarch  10,  1857,  died  Sept.  3, 
1864;  and  Olive  Cook,  born  March  31,  1S59,  died 
Aug.  15,  1859.  The  second  marriage  of  INIr.  Gold- 
smith took  place  X'ov.  27,  18S9,  to  Miss  Jennie  A. 
Wilson,  a  daughter  of  !Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Wilson., 
who  still  reside  in  Bristol. 

^^'arren  Henry  Goldsmith,  the  eldest  child  born 
to  Daniel  Brown  and  Ellen  (Chandler)  Gold- 
smith, is  a  printer  by  trade,  and  is  at  present  a 
proof-reader  on  tlie  Boston  Globe.  He  first  mar- 
ried !Miss  Dora  Palmer,  of  CoUinsville,  Conn.;  after 
her  divorce  he  wedded  ^Nliss  Sophia  Smith,  of 
Bridgeport.  Tu  this  marriage  have  been  born  six 
chihlren  :  Arthur  Chandler  (who  died  at  the  age 
of  three  years)  ;  Lottie,  Warren,  Frank,  Rose  and 
Everett. 

Daniel  B.  Goldsmith  is  a  member  of  the  Pros- 
pect Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Bristol.  I'^ 
politics  he  is  a  Ivcpublican,  but  has  never  S'^iught 
office.  He  has  been  a  very  hard  working  man 
during  his  whdlc:  life,  but  is  now  living  in  ccmiiar- 
ative   retirement,   ha\-ing  acquired   a  competency. 
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r.csidcs  liis  own  inodL-rn  homo,  lie  owns  si:<  others, 
all  located  on  .Main  street.  Too  nitich  credit  cannot 
be  accorded  him  as  he  started  in  the  world  pcnii- 
less  at  the  ai^e  ui  ten  }ears. 

HAXXIBAL  KENT  W'RlGIi  r,  a  prosperous 
and  respected  tobacco  giLiwer  and  general  farmer 
of  IMapleton,  town  of  Suflield,  was  horn  at  Crooked 
Lane,  same  town,  Oct.  25,  1S36,  anil  descends  from 
an  old-Connecticut  family  of  lingli_-ii  extraction. 

John  Wright,  g-randfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  llartland,  Hartford  countv,  June  12,  1766. 
grew  to  manliood  in  his  native  town,  and  in  his 
earlier  adult  years  followed  the  sea,  sailing"  between 
the  pons' of  the  New  England  coast  and  Halifax, 
Nova  Scotia,  and  for  several  years  making-  his  home 
in  the  latter  city.  Finally  he  returned  to  Connecti- 
cut and  settled  on  the  tract  of  150  acres  now  ov/ned 
by  Edward  Austin,  in  llie  town  of  Suflield,  Hart- 
ford county,  and  there  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
life  in  the  successful  pursuit  of  agricultttre.  He  was  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  political  doctrines  of  Thomas 
Jefferson,  but  never  sought  otifice.  He  married 
Dorothy  Sears,  who  was  born  March  9,  1765,  and 
they  liad  a  family  of  thirteen  children,  two  of  whom 
died  in  infancy.  The  names  and  dates  of  birth, 
etc.,  of  the  eleven  who  grew  to  maturity  are  as 
follows:  John,  Jan.  27,  17S9  (was  drov/ned  at  sea 
ill  1815)  ;  Harvey,  }ilarch  23,  1792;  Henry,  ]\Iarch 
24,  1794;  Annie,  'May  10,  1796  (she  married  a 
2\Ir.  Fairfield,  of  Xew  York  State)  ;  Edward,  Oct. 
3,  1798  (was  .a  member  of  the  State  militia  during 
the  war  of  1812)  ;  ?^Iahala  H.,  May  10,  1803  (she 
became  the  wife  of  Horace  Sheldon  1  ;  Warren.  Oct. 
2,  1805;  Cyntliia,  Jan.  13,  1808  (died  single); 
Xcwelf,  Feb.  11,  1810;  Flalsie  S.,  Sept.  i,  1812; 
Jcwett,  June  25,  181 5.  The  father  of  this  large 
family  died  ]May  12,  1839.  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  his  remains  were  interred  in  the  Suf- 
field  cemetery  beside  those  of  his  wife. 

Hon.  Halsie  S.  Wright,  father  of  Hannibal  K. 
Wright,  was  born  in  the  tow.,  of  Suflield,  Sept.  i, 
J 81 2,  and  obtained  a  good  English  education,  chiefly 
through  self-instruction.  For  seyeral  years  he  fol- 
lowed the  vocation  of  a  school  teacher,  but  finally 
settled  on  a  tract  of  120  acres  in  Suflield,  and  was 
one  of  the  first  to  engage  in  the  cultivation  of  to- 
bacco in  the  neighborhood.  He  was  also  quite  suc- 
cessful in  general  farming,  and  became  one  of  the 
well-to-do  agriculturists  of  the  town.  He  was 
strictly  temperate  in  his  habits,  and  upright  in  all 
his  transactions.  A  Jacksonian  Democrat  in  poli- 
tics, he  attained  a  prominent  position  in  his  party, 
and  at  one  time  represented  the  people  of  Suflield  in 
the  State  Legislature. 

Mr.  Wright  was  united  in  marriage,  Dec.  5, 
1832,  at  Sufficld,  with  ]\Iiss  Amy  FT.  Kent,  who  was 
born  July  21,  1813,  a  daughter  of  Comfort  Kent, 
and  to  their  union  were  born  five  children  :  X^elson 
J.,  wlio  was  born  July  27,  1834,  and  died  in  .Suf- 
ficld; Hannibal  K.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Hal- 
<6 


sic  J.,  liorn  Sept.  11.  1840,  and  n^iw  a  resident  of 
kingslDn,  ,\.  CynUiia  .Marie,  born  June  23, 

1845.  who  died  in  180O;  an.d  Charles  H.,  ij-jru  in 
1847,  ''"d  now  farming  in  Suitield.  Haisie  S. 
Wright  died  on  his  farm  Sejit,  19,  i8<;>9,  a  member  of 
the  liaptisl  Church,  and  Mrs.  .-Vniy  H.  Wright  .--ur- 
vi\ed  until  June  15,  1880,  when  she  passed  away  in 
the  same  faith ;  her  remains  were  laid  to  rest  bc^ide 
those  of  her  husband  in  the  Suflield  cemetery. 

Setli  Ken4,  grandfather  of  the  late  .Mrs.  .Amy 
,  II.  ^Vrigllt,  was  also  a  native  of  Suflield,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  the  town.  He 
j  was  a  land  owner  and  farmer,  and  a  citizen  of  con- 
siderable influence,  was  a  representative  Democrat  in 
politics,  and  a  pillar  in  the  Baptist  Church.  He 
married  Lucy  Remington,  to  which  union  were  born 
three  sons,   Setli,  Lutlier  and  Comfort,  the  last 
named  becoming  the  father  of  ]Mrs.  \\'right,  and  the 
■  grandfather  of  our  subject.    Comfort  Kent  was 
born  on  the  old  Kent  homestead,  in  the  town  of 
Suflield,  Conn.,  near  the  ^Massachusetts  line,  and 
there  passed  his  entire  life  engaged  in  farming  and 
stock  raising  on  his  tract  of  150  acres,  and  was  a  citi- 
;  zen  of  considerable  importance.    In  politics  he  was 
a  Democrat.      Although  very  liberal  in  religious 
views,  he  was  a  sincere  Christian,  and  a  strictly 
i  temperate  and  moral  man.    He  married  Tirzali 
:  Flastings,  a  native  of  Flasting's  Hill,  Conn.,  and  a 
I  daughter  of-.Abijah  Hastings,  and  to  this  union  were 
I  born  eight  children :  .-\my  H.,  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject; James,  deceased;  .Adeline  K.,  widow  of  Col. 
i  Simon  P.  Kendall ;  ^lary  A.,  who  was  married  to 
I  Henry  Grosvener,  and,  who,  with  her  husband,  is 
1  now  deceased;  ]\Iaria  L.,  married  to  Sanford  Rising; 
Charlotte,  widow  of  Florace  Flalladay ;  Ambrose, 
who  died  in  infancy;  and  Luther,  now  on  the  old 
i  homestead.    The  mother  of  this  family  passed  away 
i  IMarch  24,  1855,  ''i  ^'''^  faith  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  her  husband  died  in  the  same  faith  Dec.  2, 
18C2,  honored  by  all  who  knew  them. 

Hannibal  Kent  Wright,  whose  name  stands  at 
j  .  ... 

j  the  opening  of  this  article,  was  educated  in  the 
[  public  schools  of  Suffield,  in  the  Connecticut  Lit- 
erary Institute,  of  the  same  town,  and  in  the  W"\l- 
\  braham  (Alass.)  Academy.    After  finishing  his  edu- 
I  cation  he  at  once  turned  his  attention  to  agriculture, 
;  now  operating  104  acres  in  Suffield,  Conn.,  and  he 
\  also  has  landed  interests  in  the  town  of  .Agawani, 
j  Hampden  Co.,  ]\Iass.    General  farming,  dairying 
1  and  tobacco-growing'-  are  the  chief  objects  of  his  in- 
j  dustry,  and  he  has  been  very  prosperous  in  all  his 
I  undertakings.    On  Dec.  6,  1859,  Mr.  \\' right  mar- 
I  ried,  at  Hackensack,  X'.  J.,  ]Miss  Salina  Westervelt, 
j  a  native  of  Tea  X'eck,  that  State,  and  a  daughter  of 
Garrett  and  Harriet  Westervelt,  of  remote  Holland 
I  descent.    The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Airs.  W  right 
has  been  blessed  with  three  children:  Jewett,  a  stone 
mason  of  Suflield;  Marie,  unmarried  and  at  home; 
and  Hattie  W.,  wife  of  A'an  Delinda,  of  West 
,  Springfield,  Alass.-     In  religion  Mr.  Wright  is  a 
1  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  while  Mrs.  Wright 


I 


COMMEMORATIl'E  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


ailliorcs  u>  the  Presbyterian  faith.  In  poHtics  yiv. 
W  right  is  a  sound  Democrat,  but  has  never  been 
an  oltice  seeker,  lie  is  a  member  of  tlie  Grange  at 
Su.flield,  takes  a  diecitkxl  interest  in  the  prosi)eritv 
of  his  town,  and  suvdally,  together  with  his  amiable 
wife  and  family,  stands  very  ihgh  in  the  esteem  of 
his  neighbors. 

Ll'ClAX  F.  XORTH,  one  of  the  enterprising 
and  prosperous  farmer  citizens  of  the  town  of  Avon, 
is  a  scion  of  a  family  whose  members  have  for  sev- 
eral generations  been  ideniihed  with  the  historv  and 
progress  of  this  section,  taking  a  leading  part  in 
public  life,  arul  maintaining  a  high  reputation  for 
integrity  and  strength  of  character.  The}'  are  of 
W  elsh  descent. 

Mr.  North  is  a  grandson  of  Joseph  North,  who 
was  born  in  17S3  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Avon, 
a  son  of  Deacon  Isaiah  and  Aim  North.  Here  he 
passed  his  entire  life,  making  his  home  in  Nod, 
where  for  manv  years  he  was  engaged  at  the  black- 
smith's trade,  which  he  learned  in  his  younger  days, 
his  shop  being  located  on  the  Albany  turn-pike,  and 
he  shod  the  horses  that  carried  the  mail  and  pas- 
sengers between  Albany,  Hartford  and  Boston.  In 
1832  he  put  up  a  fine  stone  shop,  which  is  still  stand- 
ing. In  addition  to  blacksmithing  'Mr.  North  car- 
ried on  agricultural  pursuits,  owning  a  farm  in  the 
town,  and  he  was  a  successful  man  in  a  business 
way.  He  commanded  the  honest  respect  of  all 
right-minded  men,  and  was  honorable  and  upright 
in  all  his  dealings,  earning- the  good-will  of  those 
with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  His  political  sup- 
port was  given  to  the  Democratic  party,  but  he  took 
no  active  interest  in  its  workings.  Joseph  North 
married  Rebecca  Humphrey,  who  was  born  in  1783, 
daughter  of  David  and  Lucy  (^larshall)  Humphrey, 
of  Goshen,  and  granddaughter  of  Samuel  Hum- 
phrev,  and  cliildren  as  follows  were  born  to  their 
union:  Persey,  who  married  George  Phelps:  Erne- 
line,  wife  of  George  ^lerrills  (he  died  in  Ohio); 
Edna,  wife  of  Chauncey  Ford,  residents  of  Ohio ; 
Lucy  Ann,  v/ho  married  Nelson  Ford,  and  had  her 
home  in  Oliio :  Isaiah,  who  married  Harriet  Thomp- 
on,  of  Avon;  Joseph  B.,  father  of  our  subject;  and 
two  sons  who  died  in  infancy  May  23,  1S21.  I  he 
father  of  these  die*!  Oct.  2,  1847,  the  mother  on 
A-pril  12,  1864,  and  they  sleep  their  last  sleep  in 
Avon  cemetery.  They  were  v.-orthy  Christian  peo- 
ple, and  in  religious  connection  united  with  the 
Congregational  Church. 

Joseph  B.  North  was  born  Dec.  31.  1824,  on  the 
okf  homestead  in  Avon,  and  received  a  practical 
education  in  the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood. 
He  learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith  with  his  father, 
but  he  made  agriculture  the  principle  business^  of 
his  life,  and  alter  his  father's  death  he  devoted  him- 
self to  the  cultivation  of  the  homestead,  in  addition 
to  general  farming  giving  considerable  attention  to 
stock  raising  and  dairying.  He  made  mimerons 
improvements  on  tlie  place  which  enhanced  both  its 


;  appearance  and  value,  and  he  was  a  representative 
!  man  of  his  day,  taking  his  place  among  the  intelli- 
i  gent  and  enterprising  citizens  of  the  town.    J  le 
[  served  his  fellow  citizens  as  register  of  voters  and 
:  in  various  other  local  oliices,  and  in  iSy2  he  repre- 
I  senied  the  xli^trict  in  tlie  Slate  Legislature,  dis- 
])laying  in  every  trust  a  ruk-lity  to  duly  and  execu- 
tive aliility  which  satisfied  all  concerned,  and  won 
him  the  esteem  of  his  constituents,  wlio  were  un- 
j  stinted  in  their  praise  of  his  higli  mural  worth.  His 
j  honesty  and  straight  forwardness  were  uiKiuestioned. 
1  yiv.  North  was  marrinl  in  Avon  to  ^Hss  Harriet 
Galiriel,  who  was  born  in  1830,  daughter  of  Phineas 
I  Gabriel,  a  native  of  Sut'neld,  Hartford  counly,  wr.o 
carried  on  a  mercantile  business  in  Avon.  Two 
children  were  born  to  them,  Annie  and  Lucian  P., 
the  former  of  whom  became  ihe  \\  ife  of  David  Tay- 
lor; Air.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  are  both  deceased.  Airs. 
I  North  passed  away  Se])t.  3,  1853,  at  ihe  early  age 
!  of  twenty-three  years,  and  was  kiid  to  rest  in  Avon 
cemetery.    She  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  an  earnest  Christian  woman,  and  her  death 
was  sincerely  mourned  bv  all  who  knew  her.  Mr. 
North  survived  until  Sein.  3,  1896,  and  he  was  also 
interred  in  Avon  cemetery.    He  was  liberal  in  re- 
ligious matters,  and  in  political  faith  he  was  a 
stanch  Democrat. 

Lucian  P.  North  was  born  March  i,  1S52,  on  the 
old  North  homestead  at  Nod,  town  of  Avon,  where 
all  his  life  has  been  passed.  During  his  boyhood  he 
attended  the  district  schools  near  his  home,  com- 
pleting his  education  in  tlie  high  school  of  Avon, 
and  lie  gained  his  knowledge  of  agricultural  pur- 
suits under  his  father's  tuition,  ass, sting  him  until 
his  death,  since  wiien  he  has  carried  on  tlie  place  011 
his  own  account.  He  raises  general  crops,  but  he 
has  devoted  special  attention  to  tobacco  culture, 
dairying  and  stock  farming,  and  he  has  made  an  all- 
round  success  in  these  lines,  proving  himself  a  man 
of  enterprise  and  progressive  ideas  in  everything 
he  has  undertaken.  His  business  abilitv  and  energy, 
combined  with  systematic  methods  and  intelligent 
management  have  placed  him  in  the  front  rank  of 
modern  farmers  in  the  town  of  Avon,  and  he  has 
always  maintained  the  high  standard  of  honesty 
characteristic  of  the  family.  Popular  and  respected, 
with  a  pleasant  home  and  comfortable  competence, 
and  hosts  of  friends  which  he  and  his  equally  hos- 
pitable and  social  wife  have  gathered  round  them, 
he  occupies  an  enviable  place  among  the  best  citi- 
zen of  the  community  in  which  he  resides  as  a 
worthv  representative  of  one  of  Hartford  county's 
oldest  families. 

.Mr.  North  was  marri^-d  in  .\von,  in  1883,  to  Miss 
Lillie  Esther  Stowe,  a  native  ol  llie  town,  whc>  is 
also  a  member  of  one  of  tlie  earl_\-  sellU-d  families 
of  the  county,  being  the  daughter  of  Charles  A. 
and  Julia  A.  (Bisho]))  Stowe.  On  the  jialernrd 
side  she  is  a  great-grandd;iugli!er  of  Jerry  Slouc, 
who  ser\ed  as  a  siildiei'  in  the  Re\iiliUion,  and 
granddaughter   of    Isaac   and    .Mehitabel  (Smilhj 
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Stowc.  Matcrnallv  she  is  a  ncico  of  Lucius  S.  and 
J-'itch  L.  !'>i>liop,  of  Avon,  <:^rant!(lau,q'iitcr  of  SanuK'l 
r.islKip,  and  gTcat-grancklau_L;htor  of  Tlionias  F. 
llishop,  who  served  dunnq^  the  Ivevolutionary  war. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Xorlli  have  one  child,  i'dorcnce  Stowe, 
who  is  now  attenchng-  sch<M!.  Like  his  faiher,  he 
is  liberal  in  his  religious  vkv.s,  and  politically  is  a 
Democrat,  but  he  takes  no  interest  in  party  affairs 
beyond  supporting  what  he  believes  to  be  the  right 
candidates.  He  has  lilled  the  office  of  school  visi- 
tor in  his  town,  but  he  prefers  to  devote  his  entire 
time  to  his  private  affairs. 

JAMES  JOXES,  a  substantial  citizen  of  East 
Hartford  Meadow,  and  one  who  has  done  much  to-  I 
ward  the  building  up  of  that  village,  was  born  in  i 
^Manchester,  England,  in   1S46.    He  is  a  son  of  . 
Jeremiah  and  Mary  (Wood)  Jones,  who  were  the 
parents  of  three  children,  two  sons  and  one  daugh-  | 
ter,  of  whom  our  subject  and  his  brother  Joseph 
survive.  ' 

The  Jones  family  originated  in  Lancashire,  and 
was  of  very  ancient  and  reputable  stock,  but  the 
immediate  ancestors  of  Jeremiah,   father  of  our 
subject,  had  long  been  residents  of  ^Manchester,  the 
manufacturing  emporium  of  the  county,  as  Liver-  ; 
pool  is  the  commercial  capital.    Jeremiah  Jones  in  : 
his  younger  days  was  a  boiler-maker,  but  later  in 
life  became  a  coal  merchant,  carrying  on  a  wholesale 
as  well  as  a  retail  trade,  and  was  quite  a  prominent 
citizen.    He  and  wife  came  to  the  United  Stares  in 
1871,  and  located  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  in  which  city  ; 
both  he  and  his  wife  passed  the  remainder  of  their  i 
days.  I 

James  Jones  received  a  limited  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  city,  as  he  was  quite 
young  when  withdrawn  from  school  to  aid  his  fa- 
ther in  the  coal  trade,  and -was  but  thirteen  years  of  : 
age  when  he  was  apprenticed  to  Matthew^  Dailey,  | 
in  Manchester,  to  learn  blacksmithing,  serving  three  ! 
years  and  nine  months.    After  completing  his  ap-  | 
prenticeship,  and  while  still  in  his  minority,  he  em-  i 
l)arked  in  tlie  coal  trade  on  his  own  account,  and,  be- 
ing familiar  with  it,  was  very  successful.  j 

In  the  month  of  ]March,  187 1,  the  family  left  : 
Liverpool  on  board  the  "City  of  Washington,'"  and  j 
after  a  passage  of  fourteen  days  of  stormy  weather  I 
landed  at  America,  and  came  direct  to  Hartford 
from  the  port  of  disembarkation.  In  Hartford  , 
James  Jones  found  his  first  employment  in  a  boiler- 
shop,  and  in  this  city  and  vicinity  he  has  ever  since  1 
been  engaged  in  his  trade  of  blacksmithing  in  differ-  j 
ent  shops,  but  chiefly  in  railroad  shops,  for  over  sev-  ; 
enteen  years.  | 

The'  marriage  of  Mr.  Jones  took  place  Feb.  26,  i 
1865.  in  St.  John's  Church,  Dean's  Gate,  Manches- 
ter, England,  to  Miss  Isabella  Harrison,  a  native  of 
the  city,  and  a  daughter  of  James  and  Mary  f  bord)  j 
Harrison.  To  this  marriage  have  been  born  four  j 
children:  Martha,  born  in  England,  is  now  Mrs.  ' 
David  Scofield,  of  Hartford;  Mary  Alice,  also  born  ' 


in  England,  is  now  Mrs.  Philip  R.  Jones,  and  the 
mother  of  three  children,  Philip  James,  Joseph  W., 
and  Floyd  R.,  of  Portland,  Conn.  ;  Isabella,  likewisea 
native  of  England,  is  still  under  tlie  jjarental  roof, 
at  East  Hartford  Meadow;  and  Elizabeth,  born  in 
the  L'nited  States,  is  now  (lyoo)  a  trained  nurse  in 
the  Hartford  Hospital.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  are 
consistent  members  of  Christ  Episcopal  Church,  at 
Hartford,  and  in  politics  !Mr.  Jones  has  regularly 
voted  the  Republican  ticket  since  he  has  been  en- 
titled to  vote,  but  lias  never  sought  an  office,  prom- 
inent as  he  is.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  Orient 
Lodge,  No.  62,  F.  &  A.  AL,  of  East  Hartford. 

Since  1872  Mr.  Jones  has  been  a  resident  of 
East  Hartford  Meadow,  although  his  employment 
has  been  in  the  city  of  Hartford.  He  is  strictly 
temjjerate  in  his  habits,  has  never  used  liquor  or 
tobacco,  and  through  his  exceeding  skill  as  a  me- 
chanic, and  his  steady-going  habits  has  acquired 
considerable  property  in  East  Hartford  ^Meadow, 
wh.ich  he  has  improved — thus  adding  to  the  beauty 
and  the  desirability  of  the  village  as  a  place  of  resi- 
dence— having  erected  three  handsome  cottages  and 
tliree  double  houses.  He  has  in  his  wife  a  most 
valuable  helpmate,  who  deserves  much  credit  in  aid- 
ing him  in  his  prosperous  career;  his  children  are  a 
credit  to  their  parents,  and  his  daughters  would 
ornament  any  society  in  which  their  lot  might  be 
cast.  Plain-going  and  unassuming.  ]Mr.  Jones  still 
works  steadily  at  his  trade,  although  in  most  com- 
fortable circumstances  and  classed  with  the  sub- 
stantial and  most  highly-respected  residents  of  the 
tow'n. 

JOHN  SAUTTER,  one  of  the  energetic  and 
progressive  farmers  of  Berlin,  was  born  July  1, 
1856,  on  the  place  where  he  now  resides,  a  son  of 
Stephen  and  Maria  (Schnidtj  Sautter,  natives  of 
Germany.  Both  are  deceased,  and  are  buried  in 
Christian  Lane  cemetery.  The  father  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  and  on  coming  to  America  took  up 
his  resilience  in  Berlin,  Conn.  For  his  second  wife 
he  married  Catherine  Schnidt. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  John  Sautter  be- 
came familiar  with  every  department  of  farm  work, 
and  acquired  his  literary  education  in  the  schools  of 
Berlin.  On  laying  aside  his  te.xt-books  he  worked 
on  the  home  farm  for  a  time,  and  then  entered  the 
emplov  of  P.  &:  F,  Corbin,  in  the  grinding-  depart- 
ment, and  later  was  connected  with  the  finishing 
department  of  their  works.  He  was  thus  employed 
for  four  or  five  years  during  the  winter  months, 
while  throughout  the  summer  season  he  worked  on 
the  farm.  Subsequently  he  was  connected  with 
Landers,  Frary  S:  Clark,  and  the  American  Hosiery 
Co.,  all  of  Xew  Britain,  until  1882,  since  which  time 
he  has  devoted  his  entire  attention  to  agricultural 
pursuits.  Fie  owns  and  successfully  of)erates  a  good 
farm  of  thirty-seven  acres  in  Christian  Lane,  and 
raises  all  kinds  of  produce. 

Mr.  Sautter  was  married,  Oct.  2,  1880,  to  Miss 
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Ellen  Koonz.  of  Groonficld,  Mass.,  who  was  b^ni 
Aug.  21,  1859.    lior  parents,  Chrislian  and  Mary  ; 
(Meyer)    K^'onz,   hoili   dieil   and   were   ln;ried  in 
Greenfield,.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sautter  have  hail  four 
children  :  Alydia  Edith,  born  i'eb.  8,  1880,  graduated  ' 
June   18,   looo,   from  the  Xew    Dritain  grammar 
school  ;  Clarence  liverett,  hovA  Jan.  Ji,  iS;i,  is  also  1 
attending  school;  Arthur  Charles,  born  Jan.  i,  1893,  1 
died  Oct.  6,,  1898,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Xew  j 
J.lritain  cemetery;  and  ClilTord  John,  born  Julv  7,  : 
1900.  i 
In  his  political  affiliations  ^Ir.  Satitlcr  is  a  stanch  i 
Kepubhcan.  and  lie  takes  a  deep  and  commendable 
interest  in  [)ublic  allairs,  giving  his  support  to  everv  i 
enterprise  which  he  believes  will  prove  of  public 
beneht.    lie  attends  the  Congregatonal  Church,  and 
is  a  liberal  supporter  of  all  church  work.    Jlis  wife  ^ 
is  a  member  of  the  Episcopial  Church,  of  Greenfield, 
jMassachusetts. 

PATRICK  P.  HICKEY,  on.c  of  the  most  re- 
spected loreign-born  residents  of  Bttrnside,  is  a 
son  of  ^Michael  llickey,  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
who  was  born  in  County  A\'aterford,  Ireland,  and  at 
the  age  of  fifty  years  came  to  East  Hartford,  via 
New  York,  to  join  his  sons,  John  and  Patrick.  In 
Ireland  he  married  ^largaret  2\IcCarty,  a  native  of 
County  Coi"k,  which  marriage  w'as  blessed  with  six 
children,  born  in  the  following  order ;  Hannah,  still 
single,  and  living  with  her  brother ;  Patrick  P.,  our 
subject;  Peter  also  immarricd  and  living  in  Con- 
necticut ;  John  J.,  a  farmer  of  East  Hartford,  whose 
biography  will  be  found  elsewhere;  ]\Iichael,  de- 
ceased; and  Mary,  married  to  James  Dono\-an.  The 
father  died  in  East  Hartford  in  1891,  at  a  greatly 
advanced  age ;  and  his  widow  died  at  an  equally 
advanced  age,  in  February,,  1899,  the  home  of  her 
son,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Patrick  P.  Hickey,  whose  brains  and  industry 
have  brought  him  success  in  America,  was  born  in 
County  Waterford,  Ireland,  Sept.  15,  1855,  attended 
school  until  fifteen  years  old,  and  then,  leaving  his 
parents  behind  him,  sailed  from  Oeenstown  on  the 
steamer  "Brooklyn,"  and  after  a  voyage  of  nine 
days  landed  in  the  city  of  X'ew  York,  where  he 
fotmd  work,  in  a  meat  shop  conducted  by  a  cousin, 
John  Hickey,  at  $3.00  per  week  and  board  for  one 
year.  Pie  went  thence  to  A\'esterly,  R.  I.,  and 
learned  the  stonecutter's  trade,  working  for  J.  G. 
Batterson,  of  Hartford,  and  followed  the  trade  four- 
teen or  fifteen  years,  earning  about  five  dollars  per 
day.  He  was  advanced  to  the  position  of  foreman 
of  stonework  on  the  capitol  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and 
in  1885  came  to  his  present  farm,  then  a  tract  of 
twenty-four  acres,  owned  by  his  father.  Our  sub- 
ject made  many  improvements  on  the  place,  erect- 
ing tobacco  sheds,  etc.,  and  where  there  were  three 
acres  of  tobacco  then  raised  there  are  eighteen 
raised  now. 

On  April  16,  1882,  ^^Ir.  Plickey  married  Miss 
Mary  Kate  Clinton,  a  native  of  Coeymans,  Albany 


I'o.,  X.  Y.,  and  a  daughter  of  \'alent;ne  and  I^.nd- 
get  (I)riscoll)  Clinton,  and  nine  children  have 
blo.'^ed  this  union:  Alice,  born  Jan.  J4,  1883:  Mar- 
garet. July  25,  188.J  ;  Mich.ael  Joseph,  Eeb.  _%  1880; 
J(jhn  Ji.,  July  31,  1888  (deceased)  ;  \"alentine,  Aug. 
31,  1889;  Agues  Mary,  Oct.  29,  1891  ;  Francis 
Patrick,  Oct.  18,  1893;  Mabel  l:'>ridget,  April  \J, 
1890;  and  Teresa,  Jan.  21,  1898. 

The  Hickey  famih-  are  all  members  of  St.  IMary's 
Catholic  congregation,  to  tb.e  su[)|iort  of  which,  and 
its  Sodalities.  Mr.  Ilickev  is  a  liberal  contribi;te:>r. 
Jn  politics  he  is  a  Reptiblican,  but  has  never  buth.ercd 
himself  with  office-seeking,  and  his  society  relations 
are  with  the  Cnited  Workmen,  and  St.  Clary's  Tem- 
perance Societ}'.  He  is  a  hard-working,  intelligent, 
up-to-date  agriculturist,  and  invariably  secures  a 
good  i)rice  for  his  tobacco  output.  His  young  fam- 
ily are  verv  bright  children,  two  of  them  being- 
pupils  at  East  Hartford  High  School.  iMr.  and  ^Irs. 
Hickey  are  among  the  most  respected  residents  of 
the  town  of  East  Hartford. 

OTTO  FREDERICK  STRUXZ,  one  of  the 
i  most  enterprising  foreign-born  business  men  it  has 
I  ever  been  the  good  fortune  of  Bristol  to  have  within 
I  her  limits,  was  born  in  Saxony,  Germany,  Uec. 
i  14,  1850. 

I       William  Strunz,  father  of  Otto  F.,  was  born  in 
1  the  city  of  Crimmitzschau,   Saxony,  was  a  cloth 
I  weaver  by  trade,  and  married  Miss  Louisa  Diesner, 
'  a  native  of  the  same  city.    To  this  marriage  came 
nine  children,  in  the  following  order :  Adolph,  born 
j  in   1844,  is  now  a  painter  and  paper  hanger  in 
j  Broad  Brook,  Conn. ;  Hcrmina,  born  in  184O,  died 
!  unmarried  in  1896,  in  Cromwell,  Conn.;  Herman, 
I  born  in  1848,  died  in  Broad  Brook  in  1861  ;  Oito 
i  F.  is  the  subject  of  this  biography;  Charles  F., 
j  born  in  1853,  is  suj^erintendent  of  the  Glazier  A\  oolen 
[Mills  at  Glastonbury;  Frank,  born  in  1855,  is  a  car- 
penter and  joiner,  and  has  charge  of  repairs  at 
the  Broad  Brook  \\"oolen  ]\Iill ;  Albert,  born  in  1857, 
is  a  bookkeeper  in  San  Francisco,  Cal. ;  Henry,  born 
in  1859,  is  a  law_\-er  in  Palatka,  Fla. ;  and  \\'illiam 
A'ictor,  born  in  1861,  is  a  professional  singer,  and 
also  has  his  residence  in  San  Francisco.  As  the  par- 
ents of  this  family  came  to  America  in  1854,  the  chil- 
dren born  prior  to  that  date  are  natives  of  Saxony. 
W'illiam  Strunz,  on  settling  in  Broad  Brook,  Conn., 
in  1854,  at  once  secured  the  position  of  inspector 
of  the  product  of  the  woolen  mills  at  that  town,  and 
held  his  place  until  he  retired  from  active  work. 
He  v/as  a  I'nitarian  in  religion,  a  Republican  in 
politics,  and  was  a  Free  Mason.    He  lost  his  wife 
in  1863,  and  his  own  death  took  place  in  Broad 
Brook. 

Otto  F.  Strunz  attended  the  common  sclio.jls 
of  Broad  Brook  until  sixteen  years  of  age,  when  he 
was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  trade  of  wool  dyeing, 
remaining  tlirec  vcars,  and  then  worked  for  Ralj'h 
Belknap,  at  carpenter  work.  In  1S71  he  came  to 
Bristol,  and  worked  for  Elbert  Case  four  Nears  at 
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joiner  \v(uk,  aiul  t'lKii  for  ullicr  Iniildcrs  until  1879,  ' 
when  he  ]nneha-ei,l  the  eoal  hu^ine^s  of  A.  C.  1  Icn- 
dee,  eouelueted  in  ihe  rear  of  W'iglitnian's  mill,  now 
laiown  as  Kalons  elevator.    In  :88o  he  started  the  i 
I'.risiol  bakery,  which  he  siiccesstulK  conducted  for  j 
ciyht  years,  in  connection  with  the  coal  and  wood  i 
business.    On  August  i,  18S9,  ^l^'"-  ^trunz  sold  the  ' 
l>akerv  t(,i  j.  W.  Lounsbury,  and  retired  from  that 
line  of  business  with  the  intention,  of  laldng  life  . 
a  little  easier,  but  was  prevailed  upon  to  assume  j 
charge  of  the  plant  of  the  Bristol  lilectric  Light  Co.,  | 
which  positie~)n  he  held  for  live  years,  when  he  as-  j 
sumed  the  position  of  superintendent  of  the  Con-  1 
solidated  Electric  Light  and  Plainville  &  Bristol 
Tramway  Co.  (of  which  he  is  a  director),  the  ar- 
duous duties  of  which  he  discharges  to  the  satis- 
faction of  all  concerned.    Feeling  the  effects  of 
long-contintied,  close  application  to  business,  and  the 
numerous  responsibilities,  he  resigned  the  position 
of  superintendent,  his  resignation  being  reluctantly 
accepted  by  the  directors.    jMr.  Strunz  is  a  director 
in  the  Codling  [Manufacturing  Co.,  of  Bristol ;  of  the 
E.  N.  Welch  Co.,  at  Forestville ;  and  of  the  ^lasonic 
Building  Co. 

]Mr.  Strunz  married  Jvliss  S.  Addie  Thompson, 
daughter  of  Hiram  C.  Thompson,  and  this  marriage 
was  crowned  by  the  birth  of  one  child,  Hermina, 
who  died  in  infancy.  i\Ir.  and  ^L's.  Strunz  attend 
the  Congregational  Church,  and  are  highly  respected 
within  and  without  its  pale.  [Mrs.  Strunz  is  a 
Daughter  of  the  Revolution. 

In  politics  [Mr.  Strunz  is  thoroughly  Republican, 
and  as  such  was  elected  representative  from  Bristol 
in  1898  and  1900,  but  it  may  truthfully  be  said,  the 
honor  was  not  at  all  solicited  on  his  part.  He  is 
president  and  treasurer  of  the  Bristol  Press  (In- 
dependent), the  oldest  paper  in  the  town.  Frater- 
nally he  is  eminent  as  a  Freemason,  and  is  promi- 
nent as  a  member  of  Hiram  Temple,  No.  90,  Knights 
of  Khorassan.  of  New  Britain,  and  of  E.  Lodge, 
No.  9,  Knig-hts  of  Pythias.  ^Ir.  Strunz  owns  a  cot- 
tage at  Sachem  Head,  and  takes  his  outings  at  that 
beautiful  place. 

-WARREN  TAYLOR,  the  well-known  real- 
estate  operator  of  South  [Manchester,  comes  of  gen- 
uine Connecticut  stock,  his  grandfather,  Junius 
Taylor,  and  his  father,  Lewis  Taylor,  having  both 
been  natives  of  Glastonbury,  Hartford  county. 

Lewis  Taylor,  who  was  a  farmer,  removed  from 
that  town  to'  [Manchester,  and  purchased  a  farm. 
Fie  afterward  bought  property  in  the  village  where 
he  lived  until  his  death,  which  occurred  [May  12, 
1885,  when  he  had  reached  his  eighty-fourth  year. 
The  farm  is  now  occupied  by  the  widow  of  his  son 
Pitkin.  He  conducted  a  wholesale  and  retail  meat 
buincss,  and  owmed  a  market  in  South  [Manchester, 
which  he  opened  a  few  years  after  coming  from 
Glastonbury.  He  married  [Miss  [Merlona  Kecncy, 
by  whom  he  had  eight  children,  and  of  this  large 
family  Warren  was  sixth  in  order  of  birth.  The 


others  were:  Pitkin;  Jeanelte,  who  married  Normau 
Kceney  ;  Wells;  Adelia,  now  the  widow  of  .Sanl'ord 
Keeuey,  of  .South  [\lanchesle!' ;  Albert,  a  fanner, 
and  the  owner  of  a  meat  market  in  that  place; 
Henr_\  ;  and  C  harles,  also  a  resident  of  South  [Man- 
chester. Pitkin,  Jeanette,  Wells  and  lienrv  are  all 
deceased  . 

\\  arren  'i'aylor  was  born  in  the  town  of  [Man- 
chester [March  12,  iS4ei,  was  reared  on  his  father's 
farm,  and  educated  in  the  common  schools.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-six  he  bought  a  farm  of  his  own, 
on  which  he  resided  ttntil  18S8,  and  during  these 
years  he  engaged  extensively  in  dealing  in  horses, 
chielly  of  the  sort  used  in  general  work.  In  1SS9 
he  began  oi^erating  in  real  estate.  In  that  year  he 
bought  four  acres  of  groiuid  on  Alain  street,  in 
SotUh  [Manchester,  and  commenced  the  construc- 
tion of  dwelling"  houses,  of  which  he  h.as  erected  ten, 
i  all  being  modern  and  well-built.  In  1S91  he  pur- 
j  chased  a  tract  of  forty  acres,  which  he  divided  into 
building  lots,  some  of  which  he  sold,  while  he  put 
up  houses  on  others.  He  has  been  eminently  suc- 
cessful, his  sound  judgment  and  keen  business  sense 
standing  him  in  good  stead. 
I  On  [May  3,  1S66,  j\Ir.  Taylor  married  [Miss  [Mary 
!  Halpin,  and  they  have  had  three  children:  Blanche, 
Howard  and  Fred.  Of  these,  Blanche  is  the  wife 
of  George  E.  Keith,  a  hardware  merchant  of  South 
[Manchester;  Floward  is  a  machinist,  and  Fred  an 
electrician,  both  in  the  emiiloy  of  Cheney  Bros.  In 
politics  [Mr.  Taylor  is  a  Prohibitionist.  He  belongs 
to  no  church,  but  is  always  ready  to  contribute  to 
the  advancement  of  every  movement  tending  toward 
the  uplifting  of  humanity. 

WTLLIAAI  JOHN  CORRIGAN.    The  expres- 
sion "the  dignity  of  labor'"  is  exemplified  in  the  life 
record  of  this  gentleman,  wdiose  success  in  life  may 
be  attributed  to  earnest  work  and  good  manage- 
ment.   He  is  a  man  of  strong  force  of  character, 
ptirposeftil  and  energetic,  and  his  keen  discrnnina- 
tion  and  sound  judgment  are  shown  in  his  capable 
management  of  business  affairs.     He  makes  his 
home  in  Kensington,  Hartford  county,  and  is  suc- 
cessfuUv  engaged  in  farming  and  dealing  in  har- 
I  ness,  carriages,  wagons,  agricultural  implements, 
!  ai:;d  all  kinds  of  road-building  machinery, 
j        P)Orn  in  New  Britain,  Comi.,  Oct.  10,  1856,  [Mr. 
i  Corrigan    is  a  son  of  William    John  and  Anna 
i  (Drew)  Corrigan,  who  were  married  in  Glaston- 
j  burv  in   1849.     The  father  was  born  in  Queens 
j  County,  Ireland,  in  1818,  and  throughout  life  fol- 
liiwed  the  occupation  of  farming.    When  our  sub- 
ject was  two  years  old  he  removed  with  his  family 
to  Kensington,  and  purchased  a  farm  of  140  acres 
'  near  where  our  subject  now  lives.    There  he  d.ed 
Dec.  25,  18S3,  and  his  wife  passed  away  Dec.  25, 
1868,  the  remains  of  both  being  interred  in  [Meriden. 

<'[)ur  subject  is  principallv  indebted  to  the  schools 
of  Ivensington  for  his  educational  privileges,  though 
he  look  a  course  in  bookkeeping  at  the  Blue  Hills 
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school,  uiulor  t!ie  special  in<truclion  of  Clarence  ! 
J\.  W'aklo.  a  >tiuioiu  of  ihe  W'eslcyan  Universiu"  at  \ 
Miiklletown,  Conn,  tic  continued  to  assist  his  fa- 
ther in  the  ojieration  of  the  home  farm  until  he 
vva>  niarrietl,  Xo\ .  j^,  1881.  to  Miss  Jennie  Edith 
l;yrne.  of  Xewin^ion.  and  then  removed  to  ?^leri- 
den,  where  lie  was  eni;-aged  in  the  meat  hnsiness 
for  two  years.  Sul)sequeHtly  he  was  interested  in 
iiiarket  g;u\!ening-  at  West  Hartford  for  six  months, 
but  after  his  father's  death  he  returned  honie.  in 
the  spring-  of  1884,  and  operated  the  farm  until  ! 
1S90,  when  he  i)urchased  the  Botsford  farm  from 
Grace  Rustemeyer,  where  he  now  resides,  contain- 
ing- 140  acres  of  land  and  tlic  huildings,  and  which 
lie  liimself  cultivates.  He  also  owns  anoth.cr  150-  ■ 
acre  farm,  the  old  hon-iestcad.  yiv.  Corrigan  sells 
all  kinds. of  farm  machinery,  being  agent  for  the 
Deering-  Harvester  Co. :  the  Champion  Road  ^Ma- 
chine  Co.,  of  Kemtct  St-juare,  Penn. ;  the  Aultman 
]\janufacturing-  Co.,  of  Canton,  Ohio;  and  the  ^lil- 
buru  Wagon  Co.,  together  with  mai-iy  other  wagon 
and  carriage  companies.  He  is  a  wide-awake,  pro- 
gressive business  n-ian,  and  is  meeting  with  excel- 
lent success  in  his  undertakings.  His  oi^ice  is  in 
jMeriden. 

To  ^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Corrigan  have  come  the  fol- 
•'lowing-  children:  \\'illiam  Edward,  born  Aug.  23, 
1882.  graduated  from  St.  Rosa's  parochial  school, 
Meriden,  and  is  now  at  home;  Catherine  Alice, 
born  Feb.  18,  18S4,  attended  St.  Rosa's  parochial 
school,  and  in  Tune,  1900,  completed  the  course  in 
the  Pequot  Business  College,  ^Meriden  ;  ^ilarv  An- 
nette, born  Aug.  29,  1885,  is  attending  St.  Rosa's 
parochial  school :  Jane  Anna,  born  July  8,  1888, 
died  Jan.  i,  1893.  an.d  was  buried  in  r\Ieriden ; 
^lartha  Edna.  l)orn  Xov.  20,  1890,  and  Ethel  Anna, 
born  Feb.  19,  1896,  con-iplete  tlie  family. 

~\lr.  Corrigan  and  his  family  hold  membership 
in  St.  Rose's  Ch.urch,  of  which  they  are  liberal  sup- 
porters, and  he  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  gov- 
ernors of  the  3ileriden  Catholic  Club.  Social] v  he 
affiliates  with  Silver  City  Lodge,  Xo.  3.  O.  U.  A. 
AL,  and  Alfred  Hall  Council,  Xo.  1423.  R.  A., 
both  of  ^leriden.  Politically  he  is  identified  with 
the  Democratic  party,  but  at  local  elections  votes 
for  the  man  whom  he  considers  best  qualified  to 
fill  the  office.  Fie  was  an  efficient  n-icmber  of  the 
school  board  for  sixteen  rears,  but  resigned  in  Alay, 
■1899,  in  order  to  give  his  undivided  attention  to  his 
extensive  business  interests. 

■  WILLLVM  T.  DUXHA^.I,  a  respected  and  sub- 
stantial citizen,  tobacco  grower  and  general  agri- 
.  culturist  of  liockanun-i,  town  of  East  Hartford, 
was  born  Sept.  16,  1821,  and  is  the  eldest  of  the 
four  children  that  blessed  the  marriage  of  Isaac  A. 
and  ]\lary  (Risley)  Dunham. 

Isaac  A.  Duiil'ian-i  was  born  in  179'"',  and  lived 
for  some  time  in  (jilead.  Conn.,  later  moving  to 
Gastonbury.  He  was  a  valiant  soldier  in  the  war 
of  1812,  and  took  an  active  p-art  in  tlie  defense  of 


Xew  L.oi-idon,  as  well  as  in  several  min<-ir  battles. 
The  cliildreu  born  tn  his  marriage  with  Mary  Ris- 
ley, a  native  of  Marlboro,  Com-i..  and  a  <laughter 
of  Samuel  Risley.  were  William  T.,  our  subject  ; 
Marv  who  was  married  to  SeMen  II.  Tracy, 
a  farmer,  aiid  !i\ed  in  Tolland  ai-id  Glastonbury, 
both  lieing  now  tleceased  ;  a  daughter  whose  name 
is  not  on  record,  hut  who  w-as  mari'ied,  went  to  the 
Far  West,  and  there  died  ;  and  Maria  .S.,  w-ho  w-as 
niarried  to  Seldcn  II.  Tracy  (the  luisband  of  her 
deceased  sister  Mary  E.),  and  is  now  living  in  Glas- 
tonburv.  The  father  of  this  familv  died  in  lan'uarx', 
1867. 

Willian-i  T.  Dunham,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
received  an  ordinary  education,  and  as  he  grew-  t  > 
manhood  he  engaged  in  fanning.  With  his  hard- 
earned  savings  he  made  a  part  payu'ient  on  Chester 
^IcKee's  ii-iterest  in  the  "]McKee  Brothers  farm," 
Chester  McKee  being  his  first  wife's  uncle,  and 
four  vears  later  he  paid  w-ith  his  savings  the  bal- 
ance of  this  farm  debt. 

Islv.  Dunham  married  Harriet  ^IcKce,  a  native 
of  Glastor.bury,  and  a  daughter  of  Eli  AIcKee.  Siie 
passed  away  Aug.  23,  1863.  aiid  -Mr.  Dunhan-i  suij- 
sequentlv  wedded  Eliza  AIcKee,  sister  of  his  first 
w-ife,  but  she  survived  only  until  August,  186.;. 
He  then  married  Eleanor  Loveland,  who  was  left  au 
orplian  when  an  infant.  [Mrs.  Eleanor  Dunham 
also  died,  and  for  his  fourth  w-ife  ]\Ir.  Dunham 
wedded  Eliza  J.  Robinson,  a  n:itive  of  Ireland,  w-ho 
died  Sept.  24,  1898.  Children  w  ere  born  only  to  the 
third  union  (that  to  Eleanor  Loveland),  which  was 
graced  with  three,  as  follow-s:  Charles,  born  June 
15,  1872,  died  Aug.  25,  1S72:  William  R.,  born  May 
7,  1873,  Glastonbury,  is  now-  n-ianaging-  the  hiome 
farni  for  his  fathicr,  and  is  single;  Kate  L.,  born 
April  13,  1876.  was  n-iarried  Oct.  12,  189S,  to 
George  H.  Carrier,  a  farmer  of  Glastonbury,  and 
now  living-  there. 

]Mr.  Dunham  has  been  a  lifelong  Democrat,  and 
has  been  chosen  to  fill  several  town  offices,  but  has 
always  refused  to  qualify  ;  he  has,  however,  served 
on  the  Democratic  tow-n  committee,  lie  is  entirely 
self-made  from  a  business  standpoint,  w-as  a  hanl- 
w-orker  in  his  earlier  days,  and  is  now  enjoyiiig  the 
fruit  of  his  early  industry.  He  has  an  excellent 
n-iemor}-,  is  a  good  conversationalist,  and  h.ad.  he  had 
the  advantages  of  any  early  education,  he  w-ould  cer- 
tainly be  prominent  in  a  higher  walk  of  life.  As 
it  is,  he  is  one  of  the  n-iost  suljstantial  and  most 
highly-respected  men  of  the  tow-n. 

FRED  M.  HILLS,  a  thrifty  and  progressive 
young  farmer  of  East  Flartford,  Conn.,  was  h:>rn 
]\larch  2,  1869,  in  the  second  house  north  of  his 
l)resent  residence,  a  son  of  Jame>^  and  Caroline 
(Montague)  llilL.  He  is  of  the  seventh  genera- 
tion descended  from  William  Hills,  who  cnfigrated 
from  luigland  in  1630,  and  was  one  of  Rev.  Thnn-ias 
H(j(_iker's  [jarly,  w  ho  came  overland  from  Boston  in 
J634-35  to  settle  in  H.'irtford.     Going  hack  to  the 
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_t^Tcal-i;Taiult\'i.thcr  oi  cnir  sulijcot,  tlic  g'cnoaiog'v 
ol  llic  family  is  iraocd  as  tollo\\\->  to  llic  the  proscnl 
lime : 

Asliel  Hills,  the  great-gTand father,  born  May  5, 
174,^.  married  .Mehitaiiel  House,  who  was  born  Aug". 
O,  1748.  and  died  Jan.  jS,  iSj8:  the  marriage  took 
]ilace  Oct.  S,  1700.  and  the  issue  was  fourteen  ohil- 
ilren  :  Sarah,  born  July  lO.  17(17;  Ashbel.  Iiorn  h'eb. 

^7^V-  '^li^''^'  Si-'pt.  20.  1818;  Isaac,  born  March  j8. 
1771  ;  lumice.  born  June  18.  1773  :  Ksiher,  born  Julv 
9-  1775-  ^^^'f-        I77^'>:  Wait,  bjrn  Sejit.  16, 

1777;  Eunice,  born  Sejn.  1779,  died  Nov.  24, 
1810;  James  (^g-randfaiher  of  our  subject),  born 
Xov.  16,  1781  ;  Dorcas,  born  Julv  12,  17S4,  died 
June  14,  1780 ;  Chester,  born  Xov.  23.  17S7,  died 
April  j8,  1794;  Dorcas,  born  Jan.  24.  1790,  died  Dec. 
15,  1790;  J'etsey.  born  Jul\'  27,  1792;  Fanny 
(daughter  of  Isaac  Hills),  Ix^rn  Dec.  25.  1793,  and 
Isaac,  born  Xo\-.  2,  1794.  died  Felx  18.  1795. 

James  Hills,  whose  birth  date  is  given  above, 
married  Xov.  23.  1S03.  Abigail  Brewer,  who  was 
born  ATay  10,  1784.  in  East  Hartford.  They  be- 
came the  parents  of  the  following-  named  children: 
Xancy  S.,  born  Sept.  4,  1805.  died  Jnne  6,  1891  ; 
Emily,  born  Jan.  29,  1808,  died  Aug.  25.  18S1  ; 
James,  born  July  11,  1810,  died  Oct.  9,  1S62 ;  Delia, 
born  Mav  5.  1813;  James  (father  of  our  subject), 
born  July  21,  1815,  died  Feb.  8.  1898;  Abigail  J., 
born  Xov.  18,  1817,  died  Jan.  14,  1873;  Lucy  A., 
born  July  19,  1S22,  died  Jnne  10,  1S97;  Hester, 
born  ]May  16,  1824;  and  Laura  M.,  born  July  19, 
1826,  died  May  10,  1899. 

James  Hills,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
a  house  that  stood  on  the  corner  of  Forbes  street  and 
Hillstown  road,  th.ere  being  at  that  time  ( 1S15)  only 
two  or  three  families  in  the  neighborhood  that  did 
not  bear  the  name  of  Flills.  For  a  short  time  he  at- 
tended a  school  house  tliat  stood  across  the  brook 
from  the  farm  now  occupied  b}-  George  Ruoff,  and 
then  went  to  Hartford,  v/here  he  was  employed  by 
a  shoe  firm  for  av.  hile on  his  return  to  his  place  of 
birth  he  etigaged  in  farming.  Farmers  in  those 
days  grew  flax,  raised  sheep,  etc.,  but  very  few  acres 
were  planted  in  tobacco.  In  1S34  ?\lr.  Hills  removed 
to  a  place  near  the  present  home  of  his  son,  Fred 
M.,  where  he  followed  farming  until  his  death. 

Tlie  first  marriage  of  James  Fiills  took  place  June 
10,  1841,  to  Harriet  M.  Wells,  who  was  born  May 
31,  1 81 6,  in  the  house  south  of  the  one  in  which  the 
death  of  Mr.  Flills  occurred.  To  this  union  one 
child,  Edward  \\'..  was  born  April  4,  1842.  This 
son  married  Lois  Locke,  a  native  of  Chicago,  111., 
in  which  city  his  fleatli  took  place  Dec.  11,  1892. 
rvlrs.  Harriet  M.  Hills  died  Aug.  22,  1843,  ^"'^  ^f""- 
Hills,  on  Dec.  iT),  1845.  \vcddcd  Sarah  Barl-rer,  a 
native  of  X'ew  York  City.  B\-  this  union  there 
were  four  children:  G.  Wiley,  born  Dec.  15,  1847, 
died  April  29,  i8'>9;  James  Howard,  born  July  14, 
1849,  ''i-fl  April  1,  1S82;  Ruez  IL.  born  Xov.  14. 
1851,  who  married  I-"annie  flyers.  March  12.  1874, 
and  is  now  captain  of  the  steamer  "Middletown," 


])lying  between  Hartford  antl  Xew  York  City;  and 
Xellie.  born  .^c['t.  28.  I054,  died  Jan.  9,  1879. 

Mrs.  Sarah  (Barker)  IlilL^  j^assed  awa}'  June 
7,  i860,  and  Mr.  Hills  afterward  married.  Jan.  i, 
1862.  Carv.line  MLint.igue.  of  Willislon,  \'t.  'Jdiis 
'  marriage  was  blessed  with  three  children:  Herbert 
\  C,  born  C)ct.  31.  i8'_)2,  married  Xellie  Grilnn.  ;ind  rc- 
!  ides  in  Hockanum;  Marv  L.,  l>orn  Dec.  2w.  180O.  is 
!  married  \o  J^'l^epi^  Xeary,  and  she  is  living  in 
I  Bridgeport;  and  Fred  M.,  the  youngest,  is  the  sub- 
!  ject  of  this  sketch.  Mrs.  Caroline  (Montague) 
Hills  v,-as  called  to  rest  Dec.  7,  1876,  and  her  mortal 
I  remains  lie- interred  at  Hockanum. 
j  Hon.  James  Hills  was  an  industrious  and  enter- 
I  prising  farmer,  was  very  -prominent  in  his  com- 
I  munity,  and  was  extremely  popular  with  the  Repub- 
!  lican  part}-,  bv  which  he  was  elected  to  tlie  State 
I  Legislature  in  i8('4,  when  that  bodv  niet  at  Xew 
I  Haven.  He  was  noted  for  kind-heartedness  and 
1  his  spirit  of  charity,  and  as  a  worker  was  indefali- 
;  gable.  Even  ii-i  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  while  an 
intense  sutterer  from  cancer,  he  never  relaxed  his 
I  labors,  but  tenaciously  adhered  to  the  full  perform- 
1  ance  of  his  duties.  He  died,  as  has  been  mentionetl, 
1  Feb.  8,  1898,  mourned  by  all  who  knew  Ihm,  and 
I  trulv  honored  bv  a  host  of  unfeigned  friends.  His 
1  remains  were  interred  in  Hockanum,  to  rest  beside 
j  those  of  his  wives,  who  had  preceded  him  to  the 
I  grave. 

;       Fred  'SI.  Hills,  whose  name  stands  at  the  open- 
!  ing  of  this  article,  was  primarily  educated  in  the 
district  school  under  charge  of  a  !Mrs.  Hawkins;  he 
next  attended  tlie  Flartford  Public  Fligh  School,  and 
later  Hanuni's  Business  College.    For  a  short  time 
\  after  his  graduation  from  the  latter  he  was  emploved 
I  in  Hartford,  but  as  his  supervision  of  affairs  at  home 
j  was  needed  he  returned  to  the  farm  and  assumed 
j  charge.    On  X'ov.  5,  1891,  he  married  Miss  Ruby 
j  Hurlburt,  a  daughter  of    Heni-y    and  Lucy 
(IJrewer)    Hurlburt,   natives   of   East  Hartford. 
Henry  Hurlburt   was  called   from  earth  Dec.  2, 
1873.  and  the  Hurlburt  farm  is  now  managed  by  his 
widow,  who  is  a  sister  of  Hoadley  C.  Brewer,  a  biog- 
1  raphy  of  whom  will  be  found  elsewhere.    To  'Sir. 
\  antl  Mrs.  Hills  no  children  have  been  born.  ^Irs. 
1  Flills  is  of  a  cheerful  disposition,  and  willingly  aids 
1  her  husband  in  all  his  undertakings,  proving  in  every 
;  wa_\-  a  valuable  helpmate. 

I        In  politics  }.fr.  Flills  is  a  Democrat  so  far  as  the 
!  affairs  of  the  nation  at  large  arc  concerned,  but 
j  in  local  matters  he  is  liberal,  or  independent.  He 
has  never  sought  public  office,  being  contented  with 
!  the  rewards  resulting  from  the  intelligent  manage- 
j  nient  of  his  farm.    Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of 
j  Orient  Lodge,  Xo.  62,  I".  &  A.  .M.,  and  in  religion  lie 
is  a  Congregationalist,  and  with  his  w  ife  attends  the 
South  I'hurch,  to  the  sU])porl  of  which  he  liberally 
1  contributes. 

'  In  1898  Mr.  Hills  erected  his  i)resent  fine  modern 
I  dwelling-  on  Main  street,  in  the  construction  of 
'  which  he  personally  assisted.    When  he  first  as- 
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suincil  the  iiianagcnicnt  of  his  farm  it  was  slic;ht!v 
incutnliored  witli  dolU.  but  his  shrewd  nianagenient 
and  iiuhisu-y  soon  released  it  from  all  olihgations, 
and  he  is  now  among-  ihe  solid  mm  of  Eas\  Plart- 
lord.  lie  is  .--Irieily  temperate  and  moral  in  his 
habiis.  and  no  residents  of  the  town  are  more  re- 
speeied  than  'Mv.  ami  ,Mrs.  Fred  M.  Hills. 

CAIJ-:r.   IIOWERS   bailey,  a  well-known 
and  highly  esteemed  eitizen  of  liasi   I'.erlin.  was 
born  in  Cromwell  (then  -\i  iiKilelown  ) ,  Mid.dlesex 
county,  Jan.  lo,  1S37.  and  is  a  deseendant  of  John 
Bailey,  who  was  a  constable  in  tiartford  in  i(>;6. 
His  grandfather,  Caleb  Bailey,  was  born  in  Had-  ; 
dam,  Conn.,  in  \y(n.  and  was  considered  one  of 
the  best  farmers  of  Middlesex  county  in  his  dav.  1 
At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  becanie  a  soldier  in  the  • 
Rcyolntionary  war,  and  was  taken  prisc>ner  bv  the 
British,  being  conhned  on  the  old  Jersey  pris-jn'-sh.i])  ; 
for  eleven    months  and   fifteen  days.'  Returning 
home  at  the  close  of  the  war,  dressed  in  a  British  : 
uniform,  he,  unrecognized,  was  refused  admittance 
to  his  father's  house.    After  his  identity  became 
known,  through  the  intercession  of  a  cousin,  he  re-  ! 
ceived  the  heartv  welcom.e  which  was  due  him. 
He  married  Elizabeth  ruel,  and  to  them  were  born 
three  children.    Caleb  Bailey  died  at  the  age  of  i 
sixty-seven  years,  his  wife  on  July  3,  1859,  at  the  \ 
age  of  eiglity-nine,  and  both  were  laid  to  rest  in 
Cromwell  cemetery.  .  \ 

Alfred  Hale  Bailey,  the  father  of  our  subject,  j 
was  born  in  ]\Iiddleto\vn  July,  1S07,  and  later 
moved  to  Cromwell,  where,  during  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  he  operated  a  small  farm.  He  died 
Aug.  22,  i860,  after  a  life  full  of  hardship  and 
toil.  In  political  sentiment  he  was  a  AVhig.  In 
1827  he  married  Loretta.  the  only  daughter  of 
Shadrach  and  Eunice  Robinson,  of  Cromwell.  IMr. 
Robinson,  wdio  was  a  sea  cai^tain  in  earlv  life,  was 
killed  in  the  ^Mexican  war.  To  3.1r.  and  .Mrs.  Bailev 
were  born  four  children:  Elizabeth  Eunice,  wife 
of  Justice  R.  Stevens,  of  Rocky  Hill ;  Lester  Rob- 
inson, who  married  ]\Iarv  E.  Flagg,  of  Xew  Brit- 
ain, where  he  now  resides:  Caleb  E.,  our  subject; 
and  Loretta  Almira.  wife  of  Henry  Bulkeley,  of 
Cromwell,  formerly  I\Irs.  L.  Southv^-ick. 

Our  subject  obtained  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Cromwell,  which  he  left  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  to  enter  the  employ  of  AA'arner  &  Xoble, 
manufacturers  of  hammers.  The  next  year  he  left 
their  emplo}'  to  accept  a  position  as  clerk  in  the 
fancy  and  variety  store  of  J.  C.  Smith,  of  ]\Iiddle- 
town,  where  he  remained  until  1856.  During  a 
part  of  the  hard  times  of  1857-58  he  was  employed 
at  AA'arner  &  Xoble's.  He  spent  two  years  in  the 
silver  plate  factory  of  Manning  &  Sons  in  Crom- 
well, and  in  the  fall  of  i86i  entered  the  Roys  & 
Wilcox  Co.'s  factory  of  East  Berlin.  For  a  time 
he  was  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  cavalry 
"snaps.'"  and  afterward,  for  a  number  of  years, 
held  a  contract  in  the  breast  drill  de])artment,  cm- 
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'  ploying  two  or  three  nun.  .\t  tlic  i)rescnt,  in  cimi- 
n.cction  with  Rufus  W  .  Morse,  he  is  employed  by 
the  Beck,  Siow  Wilcox  Co.,  and  has  now  been 
connected  Vvith  llie  hrni  for  aliru^st  forty  years,  as 
one  of  its  most  trusted  and  cxniixtent  employes. 

Mr.  Bailey  was  married,  April  7,  iSc«;),  to  .Miss 
2\lartha  Rhoda  W'ooster,  a  daughter  of  Jesse  and 
:  Rhoda  (Brockett)  W'ooster,  antl  a  relative  of  Gen. 
j  W  ooster,  who  was  kilk\l  at  Danburv  in  1777.  15y 
this  union'twii  children  have  been  born:  (i  j  Wal- 
ter W'ooster,  I'orn  .Vpril  6,  1871,  in  Croiuwell,  is 
now  connected  with  W  estcott  Bros.,  ior;ner!v  book- 
keeper and  clerk  at  E.  W.  Bowers'  hardware  store. 
He  married,  June  21,  1894,  Grace  L.  Jones,  of 
Elkins,  X.  H.,  and  thev  have  one  child.  Rolx-rt 
Walter,  born  Sept.  ir,  1895.  (2)  Xorris  Caleb, 
born  -Vug.  <),  1876,  who  was  gratluated  from  Wes- 
leyan  l/niversity,  ^liddletown,  in  1899,  with  the 
degree  of  B.  S. 

Politically  I\Ir.  Bailey  is  an  ardent  Republican, 
but  he  has  never  songh.t  or  desired  office.  He  takes 
a  deep  and  commendable  interest  in  educational  af- 
fairs, and  has  been  an  efficient  member  of  the  school 
board  in  both  Cromwell  and  E.ast  Berlin.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  a  member  of  Washington  Lodge, 
Xo.  81,  F.  &  I\I.,  of  Cromwell,  and  Giddiu-gs 
Chapter,  Xo.  25.  R.  .-\.  in   both    of  wdiich 

bran.ch.es  he  has  filled  offices ;  is  also  a  member  of 
Xew  Britain  Council,  X'o.  8,  Sr.  O.  L^.  .A.  M.,  of 
Xew  Britain,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  belong  to 
]\Ieriden  Chapter,  Xo.  8,  O.  E.  S..  of  ]\Ieriden, 
and  to  the  Baptist  Church  of  Cronnvell.  A\'iier- 
ever  known  they  are  held  in  high  regard,  and 
those  wdio  know  them  best  are  numbered  among 
their  warmest  friends. 

^IILFORD  C.VTLIX  THOMPSOX,  one  of  the 
best  known  contractors  and  builders  in  Bristol, 
was  born  in  Windham,  Conn.,  Sept.  6,  1839,  and  has 
been  doing  business  in  Bristol  since  18SS. 

Horace  Thompson,  Jr.,  father  of  Milford  C, 
was  born  in  ^lansfield,  Conn.,  March  31,  1812,  was 
'  a  son  of  Horace  and  Sophia  (Dunham)  Thomp- 
son, and  was  by  trade  a  carpenter.  Florace  Thomp- 
i  son,  Sr.,  also  a  native  of  Mansfield,  was  likewise  a 
I  carpenter  and  contractor,  was  the  father  of  ten  chil- 
I  dren,  and  died  about  1863,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
I  six  years.  Horace,  Jr.,  worked  at  his  trade  in 
i  -Andover,  Coventry,  Mansfield,  and  Columbia,  part 
I  of  the  time  as  a  journeyman.  In  politics  he  was  a 
i  Democrat,  and  in  religion  a  Baptist,  but  as  to  the 
!  former  he  cared  but  little,  tie  first  married,  in  1837, 
j ,  Caroline  P.  Thompson,  a  native  of  Willimantic, 
I  and  to  this  marriage  came  the  following  children : 
j  Milford  C,  the  subject  of  these  lines;  Collins  V., 
born  Aug.  2,  1841,  served  with  the  Sixteenth  C.  V. 
j  I.,  in  the  Civil  war,  and  is  now  living  in  the  West: 
Rienzi  W'.,  Iwrn  July  5,  1843,  is  also  a  resident  of 
I  the  West;  Alfred  C.  and  Albert  C.  (twins)  were 
I  born  Sept.  2,  1844,  the  former  of  whom  is  living  in 
I  Glastonbury,  the  latter  in  Providence.    The  mother 
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(if  liu-sc  cliiKlrcn  April  o,  1863.  and  licr  re-  j 

mains  were  interred  in  \\"illimantie.    Tl;e  second  | 
niarriayv  of  Horace  Thompson,  Jr.,  was  with  Sarah  i 
Grover,  a  widow  who  lives  in  W'etliersfield  with  her 
son  .M}ron  'Jlionipson.  who  was  born  in  October, 
1876.    Tl'.e   father,   Horace   'Jliompson,   Jr.,   died  j 
Aug.  19,  1S83  (the  same  day  that  President  Gar- 
field expired),  and  his  remains  are  interred  in  East 
Hartford. 

I\lilford  C.  Thompson  was  but  a  vcar  old  when 
his  parents  removed  from  W'in.uiiam  to  Columbia, 
and  at  the  latter  ])]ace  he  atii.ntlc>l  school  until  seven- 
teen years  old.    Meanwhde  he  had  learned  the  car- 
penter's trade,  under  his  fatlier,  and  after  quitting  | 
school  went  to  the  W'illimantic  Linen  Co. ;  in  the 
spring  commenced  work  as  a  carpenter  lor  the  same 
company,  and  so  continued  for  three  \ears.  After  an- 
other year  at  the  same  work  lor  others,  he  went  to  ! 
East  Hartford  and  followed  his  trade  for  three  i 
years  in  the  employ  of  Senator  Patrick  J.  Gavin,  a 
contractor;  during  the   following  three  }ears  he 
worked  in  the  car  shop  of  the  Plartford,  Providence 
&  Fishkill  Railroad, Company  at  Hartford,  and  built 
the  first  t\vo  smoking  cars  ever  seen  on  its  road. 
He  next  started  in  the  contracting  line  on  his  own 
account  in  East  Hartford,  but  in  1875  abandoned  j 
it  because  of  ill  health,  and  opened  a  grocerv  store  ! 
on  Main  street.    A  year  later,  however,  he  removed  | 
to  Providence,  where  for  two  years  he  conducted  j 
a  meat  market,  and  then  went  to  A\'arehouse  Point, 
again  engaging  in  contracting.    There  he  built  a 
tobacco  warehouse,  200x30  feet,  for  A\'illiam  Bar- 
ber, built  several  other  large  ones  in  East  Hartford, 
and  also  many  of  the  finer  residences  in  the  latter 
town.    In  August,  1S8S,  he  removed  from  Ware- 
house Point  to  Bristol,  and  here  erected  seventy- 
five  dwellings,  including  those  of  Dr.  Carrington,  ! 
]\Ir.  Andrews  and  ^Ir.  Kimberly,  and  also  built  the  | 
private  sanitarium  on  Fall  ?vIountain.    Besides  his  | 
own  fine  home  he  owns  six  houses,  which  he  rents. 

In  April,  1861,  ]\Ir.  Thompson  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany B,  Fifth  C.  y.  I.,  but  after  having  manifested 
this  patriotic  desire  to  serve  his  country  in  its 
hour  of  peril  was  never  mustered  into  the  service,  i 
although  he  waited  in  Hartford  several  months  with 
the  hope  that  his  purpose  would  be  consummated. 

Air.  Thompson  is  a  member  of  Franklin  Lodge, 
No.  56,  F.  &  A.  ISl.,  in  which  he  has  filled  the  office 
of  senior  deacon ;  he  is  also  affiliated  with  the  Im- 
proved Order  of  Red  Men,  in  which  he  is  a  past 
sachem  and  is  the  present  prophet  of  his  lodge;  he 
and  his  wife  were  member.--:  of  the  Order  of  Good 
Templars  for  over  thirty-five  years,  at  the  conclu-  i 
sion  of  which  period  their  lodge  suspended.    In  j 
politics  Mr.  Thompson  is  an  ardent  Democrat,  and 
at  Warehouse  Point  served  as  constable  three  years ; 
he  also  made  the  race  for  representative  in  East 
Hartford,  a  town  which  usually  gives  a  Republican  j 
majority  of  seventv-five,  but  was  defeated  by  only  i 
twelve  votes;  in  1898  he  ran  for  the  same  office  in  | 
Bristol,  which  is  also  a  strong  Republican  town,  and  ' 


was  again  defeated  by  a  meager  majority — these 
facts,  alone,  showing  that  he  is  a  verv  popular  man 
with  members  of  both  ]xirties  or,  rallier,  with  the 
public  at  large. 

-Mr.  Thompson  was  very  happily  married  Sept. 
8,  1801,  to  Aiiss  Jimily  Auletla  Jacobs,  daughter  of 
Lucius  Brown  Jacobs  and  Caroline  \\  alton  Jacobs, 
of  Mansfield.  This  marriage  has  been  blessed  with 
five  children :  Lillian  Caroline,  who  was  born  Oct. 
O,  1802,  and  died  Aug.  13,  18S0;  Xettie  Isabelle, 
born  Jan.  16,  1864,  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  H.  Xun- 
son,  a  cigarmaker  at  Soby"s  store  in  Hartford,  but 
residing  m  Warehouse  Point,  and  is  the  mother  of 
two  cliildreii,  Lillian  Isabelle,  born  Oct.  6,  18S6, 
and  Howard  Thomas,  born  Xov.  23,  18S9;  2\Iinnie 
Adella,  born  Jan.  13,  180S,  is  the  wife  of  Rev. 
Samuel  J.  Waison  of  IMill  Bank,  S.  Dak.,  and  is 
the  moilier  of  two  children,  Walter  Thompson, 
born  June  23,  1895,  and  Ruth  Lucia,  born  March 
24,  1897;  ^'-^'^  ^-l^ay,  born  July  2,  1870,  is  married 
to  Cilin  S.  Rockv/ell,  a  macliinist  at  Warehouse 
Point,  and  is  the  mother  of  four  children,  ]\Iaud, 
Mildred,  Leon  and  George  \\'ashington ;  Samuel 
Tilden,  born  Jan.  2,  1876,  was  married  in  June, 
1900,  and  is  a  clerk  in  the  post  office.  ]Mr.  Thomp- 
son and  family  are  members  of  the  Prospect  ]Metho- 
dist  Episcopal  Church,  and  at  Warehouse  Point  Mr. 
Thompson  was  a  trustee  of  a  church  of  the  same 
denomination.  In  the  Prospect  Church  IMrs. 
Thompson  is  a  member  of  the  Ladies  Aid  Society, 
and  was  formerly  a  member  of  the  Foreign  l\Iis- 
sionary  Society. 

It  may  here  be  mentioned  as  somewhat  unusual, 
that  ;\Iilford  C.  Thompson's  maternal  grandfather, 
William  Thompson,  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  was  in  "nine  battles,  was  wounded  nine  times, 
and  died  at  the  patriarchal  age  of  loi  years,  v/hen 
our  subject  was  about  two  years  old. 

]Mrs.  ;\Iilford  C.  Thompson's  maternal  grand- 
father, Joseph  Walton,  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of 
1812. 

ITENRY  BIGELO\\'  GLEASON,  a  well-known 
citizen  of  Southington,  who  has  for  many  years 
been  an  honored  and  trusted  employe  of  the  Peck, 
Stow  &  Wilcox  Co.,  is  a  native  of  Hartford  county, 
born  in  ^Manchester  May  11,  1S33. 

Our  subject's  parents,  Harvey  and  Sarah  (Col- 
burn)  Gleason,  were  natives  of  East  Hartford.  The 
paternal  grandfather,  !Moses  Gleason,  wdio  is  sup- 
])0sed  to  have  been  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  located 
in  Windsor  in  the  eighteenth  century,  and  for  some 
time  taught  school  in  East  Hartford.  He  married 
a  Miss  ]\larsh,  and  had  a  family  of  twelve  children: 
Stephen,  George,  Harvey,  Chauncey,  Hiram,  Anson, 
Triphena,  Hannah  (Mrs.  Bliss),  Alma  (wife  of 
Martin  H.  Keeney),  Polly,  Marcia  (Mrs.  Mead), 
and  Harvey.  The  father  of  our  subject,  who  was  a 
car])enter  and  farmer  by  occupation,  spent  most  of 
his  life  in  Manchester,  and  there  died.  His  chil- 
dren were  Jane,  wife  of  Jacob  Beam;  Charlotte  F., 
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wife  of  Joliii  S[iciK-or  :  Alma,  wife  of  John  Coughcy  ; 
Hiram;  Henry  1',.;  Roy  A.;  and  Julia,  wife  of  iir. 
Joiin  M.  Clark.  The  maternal  grandparents  of  our 
subject  became  pioneers  of  the  Western  Reserve, 
in  Ohio. 

ilenry  B.  Gleason  grew  to  manhood  in  Man- 
chester, and  was  provided  with  a  fair  common- 
school  education.  In  1853  he  located  in  Soutliing- 
ton  and  entered  the  shop  of  the  Peck-Smith  Co., 
now  the  Peck,  Stow  &  W  ilcox  Co.,  where  he  learned 
the  machhiist's  trade,  and  with  the  exception  of  the 
three  years  spent  in  the  army,  during  the  Civil  war, 
he  has  been  in  the  employ  of  that  companv  up  to 
the  present  time.  In  August,  1S62,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  E,  20th  Conn.  \'.  I.,  becoming  corporal, 
and  participated  in  most  of  the  battles  of  his  regi- 
ment, being  wounded  in  the  engagement  at  Chan- 
cellorsville.  He  marclied  with  Sherman  as  far  as 
Atlanta,  Ga. ;  was  under  Gen.  Thomas  in  the  battle 
of  Nashville,  Tenn. ;  and  was  honorably  discharged 
with  his  company  in  June,  1865.  Pie  is  now  an 
honored  member  of  Trumbull  Post,  Xo.  16,  G.  A. 
R.,  and  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party  and  its  principles. 

On  Jan.  27,  1859,  Air.  Gleason  married  Aliss 
Martha  A.  Lewis,  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Eliza- 
beth (Root)  Lewis,  of  Southington,  and  to  them 
have  been  born  three  children :  Lewis  Harvey, 
who  married  Delia  Y.  Alorway;  Charles' P. ;  and 
Lizzie  C,  wife  of  Ambrose  Treganowan. 

Mrs.  Gleason  is  descended  from  many  of  the 
oldest  and  most  highly  respected  families  of  South- 
ington. Her  father,  Henry  Lewis,  was  born  Dec. 
I,  1806,  and  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Xathaniel  and  Sally  (Dun- 
ham) Root,  his  second  being  Nabby  Clarinda, 
daughter  of  John  and  Esther  (Tinker)  Carter.  He 
died  Nov.  29,  1849.  His  father,  Selah  Lewis,  was 
born  in  Southington  Sept.  2,  1764,  and  was  married 
Jan.  I.  1792,  to  Mary  Carter,  daughter  of  Abel  and 
Rhoda  (Lewis)  Carter.  He  was  a  merchant  and 
large  landholder,  living  in  the  northern  part  of 
Southington,  where  he  died  Sept.  12,  1S27.  His 
father.  Job  Lewis,  was  born  April  20,  1731,  and  was 
married  Nov.  13,  1755,  to  Hannah,  daughter  of 
Rev.  Jeremiah  and  Hannah  (Burnham)  Curtiss, 
of  Southington.  He  was  a  tanner  and  shoemaker 
by  trade,  and  also  lived  in  the  northern  part  of 
Southington,  where  he  died  Dec.  5,  1813.  He  was 
a  son  of  Nathan  Lewis,  who  was  born  Jan.  23, 
■1707,  and  was  married  July  28.  1730,  to  Alary 
Gridley,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Alary  (Humphrey) 
Gridley.  His  home  was  in  the  Alarion  District  of 
Southington,  and  there  he  died  Sept.  7,  1799.  He 
was  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  Lewis.  Sam- 
uel Lewis,  who  held  the  military  rank  of  sergeant, 
was  born  Aug.  18,  1648,  and  died  Nov.  28,  1752. 
His  father,  AA'illiam  Lewis,  a  native  of  England,  was 
a  resident  of  Earmington,  Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  in 
1644,  and  was  the  first  recorder  of  the  town  after 
its  incorporation  in  1645.  died  Aug.  18,  1C90. 


He  was  a  son  of  William  and  Felix  Lewis,  who  came 
!  from  England  in  the  shij)  "Lion,"  landing  in  Bos- 
i  ton  Sept.  16,  1032,  and  the  father  was  admitted  as 
!  a  freeman  in  NovemI)er  of  that  }ear.  He  joined 
j  the  Braintree  company,  which  in  August,  1633,  lo- 

■  cated  in  Newtown  (Cambridge)  ;  came  to  Hartford 
with  a  company  in  1636;  and  in  1O59  became  one  of 

;  the  founders  of  Hatlley,  Alass.,  which  town  he  rep- 
i  resented  in  the  tk-neral  Court  in  1662.  He  resided 
j  in  Northampton,  Alass.,  in  1004,  and  prior  to  No- 
vember, 1677,  removed  to  Earnnngton,  Conn.,  where 
',  he  died  Aug.  2,  1683. 

;  EDAIUND  DONALD  ROBERTS.  For  the 
!  past  thirty-eight  years  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
j  has  been  prominently  identified  with  the  ofticial  life 
I  of  Hartford.  In  point  of  service  he  is  the  oldest 
sealer  of  weights  and  measures  in  the  L'nited  States. 
!  Air.  Roberts  is  of  Scottish  extraction.  His  grand- 
lather,  John  Rol)erts,  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  and 
I  came  to  this  country  when  }-oung,  lived  in  Hartford, 
I  and  attained  the  good  old  age  of  eighty-three  voars, 
j  his  v;ife  surviving  to  the  age  of  seventy-three. 

Thomas  Roberts,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
Dec.  22,  1794.    He  lived  for  a  short  time  in  the 
South,  but  was  during  the  greater  part  of  his  life 
a  resident  of  Hartford.    He  was  a  contractor  and 
i  builder,  and  one  of  the  earliest  of  that  trade  in 
:  Hartford.    Later  he  entered  the  mercantile  busi- 
1  ness  at  No.   28^  2    State   street,  the  site  of  the 
I  Coiira)it  building,    and  conducted    his  store  for 
,  many  years,  finaily  disposing  of  the  business  to  his 
I  youngest  son,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Thomas 
I  Roberts  was  a  man  of  commanding  presence,  six 
i  feet  in  height.    He  was  prosperous  in  business 
alTairs,  and  was  possessed  of  unusual  intelligence 
\  and  learning,  having  added  to  the  good  education 
he  received  in  his  youth,  a  vast  store  of  information 
'  through  close  observation    and    careful  reading. 
'  Somewhat  austere  in  manner,  he  possessed  great 
j  force  of  character,  which  impressed  itself  upon  his 
j  associates.    He  was  an  early  councilman  of  the 
j  city,  his  first  year  in  service  being  in  183 1,  and  he 
afterward  served  in  1857,  1S5S.  and  1863  to  1865. 
!  He  was  often  importuned  to  accept  office.  Pos- 
sessing an  inclination  for  military  affairs,  he  became 

■  a  member  of  the  1st  Connecticut  Regiment,  rising 
from  the  ranks  to  the  colonelcy  of  the  regiment. 
He  was  an  officer  of  the  regiment  when  Gen.  La- 
Fayette  visited  Hartford  in  1824,  and  took  a  prom- 

I  inent  part  in  the  reception,  and  in  183 1  was  elected 
i  colonel,  serving  three  years.    He  was  a  close  friend 

of  Flon.  Isaac  W.  Stewart,  Hon.  James  Dixon,  and 

Hon.  Isaac  Touccy.  In  religious  thoughts  he  was 
;  broad  and  liberal,  and  was  a  member  of  the  L'nivers- 
1  alist  Church.  With  four  others,  in  1843,  he  held 
!  the  office  of  sealer  of  weights  and  measures,  and 

from  him  this  business  was  transferred  i6  his  son 

Edmund  D. 

!  For  his  first  wife  Thomas  Roberts  married  Aliss 
Sophia  Spearc,  by  whom  he  had  four  children ; 
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John  'P..  So]ilii;i  I-:.,  Gcor-v  C,  .-uul  William  Spcaro. 
I'ov  his  ^coiaiil  wife  1r-  married  Xaiicy  GoLnlniaii, 
by  wiio'.u  ho  had  seven  ehildren  :  lleiirv  A.,  who 
removed  u>  JViroit,  .Mieh..  and  iliere  died  in  i8i;S; 
Charles  1'..  \v!io  was  killetl  at  Uie  battle  ot  Gettvs- 
biiri^,  and  was  imried  at  home:  b.dmnnd  1).,  our  sub- 
ject ;  and  four  tliat  died  in  infarcv.  'i  he  father  died 
May  11,  1S73.  and  the  mother  July  11,  1881. 

Julmund  1).  Koberts  was  born  in  Hartford  Feb. 
3,  183S,  was  cdueated  in  the  publie  schools  of  that 
city,  and  possessing  a  taste  for  business  entered  a 
grocery  store  as  clerk.  Four  years  later  he  became 
a  student  at  the  commercial  school  of  Nicholas  Har- 
ris, where  many  oi  the  early  bookkeepers  of  Hart- 
ford received  their  business  education.  He  was 
also  clerk  in  the  postoffice  at  the  commencement  of 
the  Civil  war,,  and  was  there  three  years.  He  then 
entered  the  store  of  his  father  as  Ixiokkeeix-r.  and 
from  him  learned  the  details  of  the  ofhce  of  sealer 
of  weig"hls  and  measures.  In  1865  he  bought  out 
liis  father's  business,  an.d  in  1870  removed  it  to 
North  ;\Iain  street,  where  he  remained  in  business 
until  1S76.  In  that  >ear  he  devoted  his  entire  at- 
tention to  the  oltice  of  sealer  of  weights  arid  meas- 
ures, which  he  has  ever  since  filled  with  credit  to 
himself  and  satisfaction  to  the  city.  In  1S83  the 
office  of  inspector  of  milk  (of  which  he  was  the 
originator)  was  created  i.nd  added  to  it.  ]\Ir.  Rob- 
erts has  thoroughly  organized  the  office,  which  is 
now  one  of  the  best  in  the  country,  one  well  and 
widely  known  for  the  efficiency  of  its  incumbent. 
For  five  years — 1867  to  1871 — he  was  a  member 
of  the  city  council  from  the  old  Sixth  ward.  He 
is  prominent  in  the  fraternal  orders,  and  has  held 
the  collectorship  in  the  Royal  Arcanum,  Knights 
of  Honor,  and    National  IVovident  Union. 

Mr.  Roberts  married  for  his  first  wife  Sarah  ^I. 
Daniels.  By  his  second  wife,  ]\Iary  Judd  Eddy, 
who  was  an  artist  and  an  authoress  of  ability,  he  had 
two  children  :  E.  Donald  is  a  designer  and  artist  of 
distinguished  ability,  residing  at  Detroit,  Mich., 
whose  work  has  been  purchased  for  the  United 
States  National  ^Museum  at  Washington,  D.  C. ;  he 
tnarricd  Anna  ]\I.  Duncan,  and  has  two  children, 
F.dmmid  D.  and  Flelen  Louise.  Jessie  L.  married 
James  H.  Hubbard,  of  Hartford,  and  has  one  daugh- 
ter. Kvith  Mary.  By  his  third  wife,  Louise  B. 
Sedgwick,  now  deceased,  ]Mr.  Roberts  had  no 
children. 

WILLI. \M  HILDITCIL  Honored  and  re- 
spected by  all,  tliere  is  no  man  in  Thompsonville 
who  ()ccu])ies  a  more  enviable  position  than  Mr. 
Hildiich  in  mercantile  and  financial  circles,  not 
alone  o!i  aexount  of  the  success  that  he  has  achieved, 
but  also  on  account  of  the  honorable,  straightfor- 
ward business  policy  he  has  ever  followed. 

Mr.  Hilditch  was  born  in  Ballyclare,  County 
Antrim,  Ireland,  in  P'ebruary,  1823,  a  S(jn  of  Robert 
and  Afary  (Houston)  Hilditch,  who  came  to  Amer- 
ica about  1850,  locating  in  Thompsonville,  Conn., 


!  wheve  ihey  resided  until  their  deaths.  The  iather 
!  was  a  hosier  by  tiade  and  o]icrated  a  iiose  factorv 
i  of  his  own  until  1884.  when  he  retired  from  business 

on  accoiml  of  an  accident,  being  compelled  to  use 
I  crutches  ior  ten  years.    He  dieil  in  1894.  at  the 

advanced  age  of  niuet_\ -five  years.  His  children 
■  were  William,  our  subject;  Hugh,  ileceased  ;  Marv 
I  Ann,  wife  of  Isaiah  Steele;  and  Eliza  Jane,  wife 
I  of  Robert  Ash. 

j  Tlie  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  his 
j  native  town,  learned  the  hosier's  tnule  with  liis 
j  father,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1848.  first 
j  locating  in  New  \'ork  City,  wdiere  he  followed  his 
I  trade  for  a  year  and  a  half.  In  November,  1841), 
:  he  came  to  Thom]isonville,  and  for  nine  years  was 
I  foreman  of  a  hose  mill  and  factorv  for  shirts  and 
!  drawers,  serving  the  company  in  all  nineteen  years. 

In  1867  he  embarked  in  the  liquor  business,  which 
:  he  carried  on  for  about  nine  years  in  the  building 
he  now  occupies,  and  then  became  a  dealer  in  cloth- 
ing, men's  furnishings,  boots  and  shoes,  in  which 
I  trade  he  has  since  successfully  continued.  Fie  is 
i  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Enfield  Electric  Light  & 
{  Power  Co.,  and  the  Thompsonville  &  Suffield  Bridge 
i  Company. 

j  On  Sept.  20,  1S52,  ]Mr.  Fliklitch  married  ]Miss 
i  Isabella,  a  daughter  of  Charles  Harrison,  of  Thomp- 
!  sonville,  formerly  of  Coleraine,  Ireland,  and  to  this 
j  union  seven  children  have  been  born :  Robert ; 
I  William  ;  Jane,  wife  of  }>Iatthew  Creelman  ;  Flugh, 
!  deceased  ;  Charlie  ;  ^lary  ;  and  David.  The  family 
I  are  active  members  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
j  Church.,  in  wdiich  rvlr.  Flilditch  has  served  as  treas- 
!  lu-er  for  many  years.  Politically  he  is  a  supporter 
;  of  the  Republican  party  and  its  principles.  His 
j  aim  in  life  has  always  been  to  attain  the  best,  and 
I  his  success  in  the  result  of  honest  persistent  effort  in 
I  the  line  of  honorable  and  manly  dealing.  Fie  is 
j  to-day  one  of  the  most  substantial  and  wealthy  citi- 
!  Zens  of  Thompsonville. 

ALBERT  TYLER  CONE  is  a  skillful  and 
!  energetic  farmer  of  AVest  Hartford,  where  almost 
;  his  entire  life  has  been  passed. 

j       IMr.  Cone  was  born  in  that  town  Sept.  6,  1S42, 
i  and  is  a  son  of  Robert  G.    H.  Cone,  a  native  of 
j  East  Haddam,  Conn.,  who  was  onlv  fourteen  years 
!  of  age  when  his  father  was  killed.    Being  the  eldest 
son.  he  became  the  mainstay  of  his  widowed  mother 
I  and  the  seven  _\'ounger  children,  and  in  early  life 
;  he  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  school  house  on  New 
j  Britain  avenue,  Hartford.    .At  Fladdam,  Conn.,  he 
j  was  united  in  marriage  with  >.]iss  Harriet  T}ler, 
I  daughter  of  David  Tyler.    ]-'or  a  time  he  made  Ids 
!  home  in  East  Haddam ;  later  spent  two  years  in 
i  Hartford,  and  then  bought  a  farm  in  \\'est  FTart- 
lord,  wdicre  he  continued  to  reside  until  called  from 
this  life,  in  -Vpril,  1SS9,      ^'le  age 'of  seventy-nine 
years.    He  always  took  great  interest  in  the  school 
matters  of  his  town,  and  most  creditably  filled  the 
office  of  selectman  of  Flartford.    In  religious  faith 
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lie  \va>  ;ni  I'^iiscipalian.  ]  iis  wiu-  is  still  liviiii;-,  and 
now  rc^idi  s  in  the  house  at  llaaJam  whvTc  she  was 
born.  i'hcy  wore  ihc  j-aixnis  of  eight  children: 
Harriet  Isabel,  now  the  widow  of  Richard  Francis, 
ol  JIaddain:  Ke'lxTi  11..  a  resident  of  West  Hart- 
ford; Jane  (  lertrnde.  wideuv  of  I'rank  Mrown,  and  a 
resident  of  Xew  Haven,  Con.n.  ;  j£dward  P.,  who  was 
a  member  of  the  5tli  Conn.  \'.  1.,  dnriny  the  Civil 
war,  and  died  from  wounds  received  in  battle;  Al- 
bert T.,  our  stibjeci:  Ellen  Agnes  and  Aiary  Ida, 
both  deceased  :  and  Annie  Kdith,  wife  of  C'haides 
Stewart,  of  Hadd.am. 

During-  his  bo\  liood  Albert  T.  Cone  attended  the 
public  scli.;)ols  of  West  Hartford,  and  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  began  his  business  career  as  clerk  in  tlie 
clothing  store  of  Beardsley  &  Church,  on  Asylum 
street,  Hartford,  where  lie  was  employed  for  about 
three  years,  at  the  end  of  that  time  being  obliged 
to  give  u\)  the  business  on  account  of  ill  health. 
From  iSi^.S  until  Uecember,  1S97,  he  negaged  in  sell- 
ing milk,  running  wagons  in  llai'tford,  and  at  the 
same  time  he  followed  farming,  having  resided  upon 
his  present  place  for  the  past  twenty-two  years. 
He  is  a  wide-awake  and  enterprising  business  man, 
of  known  reliability,  and  generally  carries  forward 
to  successful  completion  whatever  he  undertakes. 

In  West  Hartford  I\Ir.  Cone  was  married  Jan. 
3,  1S81.  to  ]Miss  Sophia  3,Ii!lard.  a  daughter  of  John 
E.  ^Millard,  and  to  them  have  been  born  two  chilelren  : 
Ellen  and  ]^Iabel  A.  The  familv  are  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church  of  West  Hartford,  and  are 
widely  and  favorably  knovrn. 

:^JARVIN  LEWIS  GAYLORD,  proprietor  of 
one  of  the  neatest  and  most  prosperous  meat  mark- 
ets in  Bristol,  was  born  in  Seneca  Falls,  N.  Y., 
April  27,  1S47.  He  is  of  Pilgrim  stock  ,  as 
he  traces  his  descent  from  William  Ga}lord.  a 
Pluguenot,  who  was  driven  from  France  on  ac- 
count of  his  religious  views. 

(I)  William  Gaylord,  the  founder  of  this  family, 
in  America  was  born  supposedlv  in  Exeter.  Devon- 
shire. England,  of  good  family  and  good  estate. 
He  came  across  the  vrater  in  the  spring  of  1630.  in 
company  with  Ids  brother  John,  on  the  good  ship 
"Alary  and  John,"  landing  at  Xantucket,  ]Mass., 
May  3Q,  and  v;as  made  a  freeman  tlie  November 
following.  He  had  been  chosen  a  deacon  at  Ply- 
mouth, Devonshire,  England,  in  >darch.  1630,  wdien 
the  church  was  organized  under  Rev.  John  Maver- 
ick and  Rev.  John  VVareham,  who  also  came  over 
in  the  "Alary  and  Jolm."  the  entire  company  set- 
tling at  Dorchester.  Deacon  William  Gaylord's 
land  grant  was  recorded  in  T633,  and  he  was  the 
signer  of  some  of  the  earliest  land  grants  in  Dor- 
chester, as  he  was  early  elected  a  selectman,  and 
was  a  representative  to  the  General  Court  in  1635- 
36-38.  and  was,  In  fact,  a  representative  in  the  same 
august  body  nearly  forty  sessions,  or  imtil  1664, 
being  more  honored  in  this  res[)ect  than  any  of  his 
fellow  townsmen.    The  name  of  Ids  wife  is  riOt  on 


I  record,  and  it  is  surmised  tliat  she  died  before  his 
j  departure  from  l*~ngiand,  as  his  child.ren  were  all 
j  born  in  that  country,  and  were  nearl\'  of  adult  age 
i  on  his  arri\al  in  .\meiica.  These  children  were 
!  named  hji/abelh  i^who  married  Richardi  Birge  Oct. 
j  5,  1041),  W  illuun,  Sanuiel.  Walter  and  John.  'Idic 
!  father  died  in  \\'indsor,  Coim.,  July  jo,  1O73;  '''-''^ 
!  whether  his  brodier  J'^hn.  who  was  a  resident  of 
j  Dorchester  in  1632,  and  was  one  of  the  two  to  meet 
I  the  Court  of  Assistants  to  settle  the  system  of  rep- 
resentation, died  here  or  returned  to  England  is 
unkmown. 

(H)   Walter  Gavlord,  who  was  born  in  Eng- 
land about  1O22,  came  with  his  father,  William  Gay- 
j  lord,  and  settled  in  Windsor,  Conn.    He  first  mar- 
I  ried  Mary  Siebbins,  daughter  of  Deacon  Edward 
i  Stebbins,  of  Hartford,  April  22.  164S.    Slie  d.icd 
!  June  29,  1657,  having  borne  her  husband  five  ch.il- 
j  dren  :  Jusejdi,  Alay  13.  1649;  ^I'li"}',  March  19,  1651  ; 
!  Joanna,  Feb.  5,  1653  (married  Jolm  Porter)  ;  Sam- 
;  uel  Benjamin,  April  12,  1035;  and  Isaac,  June  2i, 
{  1657.    The  second  marriage  of  Walter  Gaylord,  on 
I  ^Marcli  22,  1658,  was  to  Sarah  Rockwell,  daughter 
j  of  W  illiam  Rockwell,  and  to  this  union  were  born 
j  two  children:  Eliezer,  Alarch  7,  1662;  and  Sarah, 
I  April  13,  1665  (AIi'S-  \\  diiam  Phelps), 
i        (Hlj   Joseph  Gaylord,  eldest  son  of  Walter, 
\  varly  settled  at  Farmington,  part  of  whicli  afterward 
j  became  the  town  of  Waterbury,  but  late  in  life, 
I  about  1708,  removed  to  Durham,  wdicre  his  sons, 
Joseph  and  John,  had  alreadv  located,  and  there 
died  about  1742.  To  his  marriage  wdth  Sarah  Stanley, 
July  14,  1670,  were    bom  the    following  named 
children,  the  dates  of  birth  of  four  only  being  on 
record:  Sarah,  born  in  1671,  who  married  Thomas 
Judd ;  Joseph,  born  April  22,   1673 ;  John,  born 
j  Aug.  21,  1677;  \\dlliam,  in  iGSo;  Benjamin;  Eliza- 
beth; ^larv ;  Abigail,  who  was  married  to  James 
I  \\'illiams;  Joanna,  married  to  Robert  Royce ;  Ruth, 
I  married  to  Stephen  Hickox. 

I  (IV)  Joeph  Gaylord,  second  child  of  Joseph  and 
j  Sarah  (Stanley)  Gaylord,  married  Mary  Plickox 
I  in  1699,  and  of  the  children  born  to  him  we  have 
!  the  following  record:  Timothv,  born  Nov.  29,  1706, 
I  married  Prudence  Roys  April  25,  1733;  Samuel, 
I  born  Jtdy  5,  1709,  juarried  Thankful  Munson  Aug. 
i  19,  1729;  Edward  married  ^.lahilaba  Brooks  A.ug. 
j  16,  1733;  Benjamin  married  Jerusha  Friesbie  Jan. 
i  18,   17-29;  Joseph,  Jr.,  married    Elizabeth  Rich 

}^Iarch  9,  1730.    The  father  died  pn.ibably  about 

1742. 

(V)  John  Gaylord,  born  in  Bristol,  second  son 
of  Joseph  and  Alary  (Hickox")  Gaylord  (but  not 
I  enumerated  above),  lived  in  Waterbury  for  a  time, 
j  but  removed  to  Wallingford,  and  died  about  1753. 
I  In  his  will,  admitted  to  probate  at  New  Haven  in 
!  January,  1754,  he  named  six  sons  and  five  daughters, 
the  estate  being  valued  at  over  /2,5oo,  in  Walling- 
ford and  I'armington.    In  the  jiossession  of  the 
present   familv  of  Gaylords  are  fleeds   from  this 
same  John  (supposed  to  be  to  his  son  F.iluardj. 
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John  Gaylorel,  it  is  said,  was  tiic  lalhor  of  thirlcen 
chiklrcn,  of  whom,  _  however,  a  record  of  three 
sons  only  can  be  made- — lulward,  Aaron  and  Moses. 
Aaron,  a  lit  vuenant,  born  in  Uristol  in  1745,  went  to 
W  yoming",  i'enn.,  in  1777.  lie  had  married  Jvatli- 
erine  C\)le,  wlio  hure  him  three  children,  Lemuel, 
I'hebe  and  LoreiKi.  and  it  is  in  honor  of  the  mother 
of  these,  for  her  bravery  at  the  massacre  of  Wyom- 
ing-, that  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion at  Bristol  have  named  their  chapter  the  "Kath- 
crinc  Gaylord." 

(\'J  )  Hdward  Gaylord  was  a  married  rnan  when 
he  came  to  Bristol  (^then  Xew  Cambridg-ej  and 
bouglit  lands,  the  deeds  for  which  are  still  in  the 
possession  of  the  family.  His  children  were  INloses, 
Aaron,  Reuben,  Jesse,  Edward  and  David. 

(VII)  David  Gaylord  was  the  tirst  deacon  of 
the  Congregational  Church  at  Bristol,  but  there  is 
no  record  of  liis  family  having  lived  there.  It  is 
known  that  he  was  the  father  of  three  sons.  Jo- 
seph, Thomas  and  Xathan,  born  in  Cheshire,  Con- 
necticut. 

(VHI)  Joseph  Gaylord,  son  of  David,  settled 
on  a  farm  in  the  town  of  Bristol,  married  Ruth  ]\lat- 
thews  in  1750,  and  had  born  to  him  eleven  children: 
Joseph,  born  in  1753,  who  married  Susannah  Bun- 
nel;  William,  born  Jan.  16,  1755;  Chauncey,  born 
Feb.  14,  1757;  Chloe,  who  married  a  Islr.  Nichols; 
Marvin,  who  married  Newell  Bostwick;  Cyrus, 
born  Oct.  10,  1763:  Leman,  Dec.  16,  1765;  Ira,  Jan. 
15,  176S;  Phebe,  who  married  Isaac  ]\Iorris;  Lydia; 
and  Philip,  born  Aug.  21,  177S. 

(IX)  Philip  Gaylord  married  Lucinda  Johnson 
about  1809,  and  lived  with  his  mother  on  the  home 
farm  for  twenty  years  afterward,  after  which  he 
kept  a  hotel  in  Bristol.  His  children  were  ^vlaria, 
V\'illiam  Lewis,  Marvin,  and  Susan. 

(X)  William  Lewis  Gaylord,  son  of  Philip,  was 
Ijorn  in  Bristol,  and  married  Xancy  Fenn.    He  was 
in  llie  mercantile  trade  with  his  brother  Marvin, 
at  Schenectady,  X".  Y..  then  was  a  butcher  in  Seneca 
Falls,  same  State,  next  was  a  hardware  merchant 
in  Lima.  X.  Y.,  and  thence  went  to  Atchison,  Ivans., 
where  he  started  a  nursery,  but  died  not  long  after- 
ward in  Buchanan  county.  Mo.,  Aug.   15,  i860. 
The  children  born  to  William  Lewis  and  Nancy 
(Fenn)  Gaylord  were  five  in  number:  Jenny  mar- 
ried C.  D.  Gaylord,  the  leading  resident  of  Sodus,  | 
N.  Y. ;  Susan;  William  is  a  nurseryman  and  farmer  . 
of  Ellis,  Kans. ;  Marvin  Lewis  is  the  subject  of  \ 
this  sketch ;  and  Edward  Fenn  is  a  farmer  and  wood  { 
dealer  in  Bristol. 

(XI)  Marvin  Lewis  Gaylord,  of  the  eleventh  j 
generation  of  this  family  in  America,  and  v.diose  j 
name  opens  this  sketch,  was  primarily  educated  in  | 
Lima,  X.  Y.,  and  in  Buchanan  county,  .Mo.,  whither  j 
the  family  had  moved  when  he  was  ten  years  of 
age.    On  the  decease  of  the  father,  the  mother, 
Marvin   L.  and  Edward    F.  returned   East  from 
Buchanan  countv.  Mo.,  and  located  at  Plymouth, 
Conn.,  wdiere  Alarvin  later  worked  for  G.  W.  & 


\  S.  H.  ]  >artlu>lomew,  brace  manufacturers,  of  Bris- 
^  tol,  until  1804,  when  he  enlisted,  serving  untd  July, 
1805.    C)n  being  mustered  out  he  worked  again  for 
tile  Bartholomews,  for  two  vears.  and  then  went  on 
:  the  road  to  sell  trees  for  EKvinger  >!s:  Berrew  After 
a  year's  experience  in  this  line  he  for  the  next  four 
\ears  sold  trees  on  his  own  account,  purchasing 
^  l)artiy  from  others.    In  i88j  or  1S83  .Mr.  Gaylord 
:  engaged  in  the  meat  trade  at  Bristol,  in  partnership 
!  with  C.  B.  Ives,  continuing  for  about  tliree  years, 
!  when  .Mr.  Gaylord  disposed  of  his  interest  therein 
I  and  bought  out  W.  E.  Strong,  on  Xorth  street,  and 
!  still  conducts  the  same  with  most  satisfactory  re- 
i  suits. 

j       The  enlistment  of  !Mr.  Gaylord,  alluded  to  above, 
j  took  place  at  Hartford  Sept.  16,  1864,  in  Company 
G.  1st  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery.    He  was  all 
i  through  the  I'etersburg  (\'a.)  campaign,  with  head- 
;  quarters  at  Broadwav  Landing,  under  Gen.  Abbott, 
j  He  was  mustered  out  at  Fort  Darling,  \'a.,  in  July, 
1865,  and  is  now  a  member  of  G.  W.  Thompson 
Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Bristol.    The  other  fraternal  as- 
sociations to  which  Air.  Gaylord  belongs  are  the 
A.  O.  U.  A\'. :  Ethan  Lodge,  Xo.  9,  K.  of  P.,  and 
Hiram  Temple,  Xo.  9,  D.  O.  K.  K.    In  politics  Mr. 
Gaylord  is  a  Republican,  but  has  never  aspired  to 
office. 

■       The  marriage  of  ]Mr.  Gaylord  was  solemnized 
{  X'ov.  12,  1866,  with  !Miss  Alvira  E.  Jones,  a  native 
of  Burlington,  Comi.,  and  a  daughter  of  Edward  K. 
Jones,  a  wood-turner.    Children  were  born  to  this 
I  marriage  as  follows:    William   Lewis,  deceased; 
i  Lula  Corine,  a  graduate  of  the  Bristol  High  School ; 
I  Howard  Alarvin,  wdio  graduated  from  the  Bristol 
I  High  School,  then  took  a  post-graduate  course  in 
;  the  same,  next  graduated  from  Colgate  College,  at 
I  Hamilton,  X'.  Y.,  in  1898,  and  is  now  an  employe  in 
I  the  Revenue  Department  at  Washington,  D.  C. ; 
I  Rachel  Alvira,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  common 
j  schools  of  Bristol,  and  is  now  giving  considerable 
i  attention  to  drawing  and  music, 
j        "Sir.  Gaylord  attends  the  Prospect  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  of  which  his  family  are  all  mem- 
bers, Mrs.  Gaylord,  especially,  being  very  active  in 
church  work. 

A.  J.  KETCHIX^.  Among  the  many  elements 
which  enter  into  the  American  national  character 
none  is  more  highly  prized  than  the  Scotch.  The 
C[ualities  of  sturdy  independence,  deep  religious 
conviction,  unimpeachable  integrity,  fearlessness  in 
the  cause  of  home,  country  and  right,  have  combined 
to  produce  one  of  the  highest  and  best  types  of 
character.  All  these  and  more  have  united  to  make 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  one  of  the  sterling  and 
most  valuable  citizens  of  Tariftville. 

Mr.  Ketchin's  grandfather  was  Deacon  Andrew 
Kctchin,  for  over  fifty  years  a  leading  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church  of  Tariftville.  lie  was  a  carpet 
weaver  by  trade,  and  was  born  at  Edinburgh,  Scot- 
land.   There  he  married  Margaret  Arthur,  a  tyjjical 
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Scotcli  lassie,  and  a  lew  years  later,  in  i8ji,  he 
brought  his  rosy-cheeked  helpmeet  and  comforter 
and  his  bairns  to  tiie  new  Cjuntrv  acr.jss  the  sea. 
lie  worked  at  his  trade  at  several  towns  in  Massa- 
chusetts, and  finally  settled  at  i'arittville.  Deacon 
Ketchin  was  i>rol)abl}-  as  e\enii)iarv  a  Christian 
man  a>  could  be  found  in  his  town.  He  was  thor- 
oughly honest,  and  permeated  with  the  Christian 
virtues.  He  lived  to  the  age  of  seveniy-si.K  vears, 
liis  w  ife  to  the  age  of  sixly-ti\  e,  antl  they  were  buried 
in  Taritiville.  1  he  fami'lv  of  Deacon  and  Margaret 
Ketchni  consistei.1  of  John,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject ;  Andrew,  of  Torrington,  formcrlv  a  carpet 
weaver  and  also  a  burnisher;  James,  who  enlisted 
in  Company  E,  luih  Conn.  \'.  J.,  was  scalped  by  the 
iragment  of  a  shell  at  -\ntieram,  later  taken  prisoner 
at  i'lymouth,  X.  C,  and  died  in  Andersonville 
prison;  and  William,  who  left  Taritiville  in  1S55, 
and  when  last  heard  from  was  in  Lyon  county, 
Kansas. 

John  Ketchin,  the  lather  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  in  1S19,  and  was  two 
3'ears  old  when  brought  to  this  country  by  his  par- 
ents. He  was  reared  at  Tariffville,  and  at  Hartford 
acquired  the  trade  of  stone-mason  with  his  uncle 
Robert  and  cousin  James  Arthur,  of  Hartford.  He 
followed  that  trade  during  active  life,  and  for  seven 
years  resided  in  Doniphan  county,  Kans.,  but  later 
returned  to  Connecticut.  During  the  Civil  war  he 
enlisted  in  Companv  E,  loth  Conn.  \  .  L,  and  served 
for  eighteen  months.  Having  receivedi  a  sunstroke, 
and  also  suft'ered  from  dumb  ague,  he  was  dis- 
charged for  disability,  and  has  ever  since  sutfered 
from  the  sunstroke.  Eor  twelve  years  he  has  done 
no  work  at  all.  During  his  active  life  he  was  known 
as  a  mechanic  of  more  than  ordinary  skill,  and  as 
a  workman  his  every  act  was  characterized  by  honest, 
fair  practice.  In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  Republican. 
!Mr.  Ketchin  married  iMiss  Alargaret  ]\Ioore,  a  native 
of  Paisley,  Scotland,  and  the  daughter  of  a  cabinet- 
maker. She  came  to  America  when  a  girl.  Her 
brother,  Thomas  ?iloore,  died  in  Springfield,  Mass., 
leaving  a  large  property  which  he  had  accumulated. 
Her  sister  Jeannctte  married  David  Harley,  a  man 
of  wealth,  and  died  in  Caifornia.  The  mother  of 
our  subject  died  in  1864,  and  was  buried  at  Tariff- 
ville. She  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  a  devout  Christian  woman.  Tlie  father  is  now 
a  resident  of  Tariffville.  To  John  and  3.1argaret 
(^loore)  Ketchin  were  born  the  following  children: 
Elizabeth  E.,  killed  in  1859  by  an  explosion  in  a 
fuse  factory  in  Simsbur\-,  where  she  was  employed ; 
Alargaret  G.,  nov/  r^Irs.  Julius  \'ining,  of  Simsbury ; 
A.  J.,  subject  of  this  sketch ;  .Jeanette,  Mrs.  Wil- 
bur Guild,  of  Parkville,  Coim. ;  Xancy,  ]\Irs.  Rollin 
Humphrey,  of  Simsbury;  Charles,  a  millwright  of 
Chico,  Butte  Co.,  Cal. ;  Robert,  a  stone-cutter,  who 
went  West:  Lizzie,  Mrs.  Albert  E.  Coley,  of  Water- 
bury,  Conn,  :  and  Eliza,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Our  subject  was  born  at  Tariffville  March  21, 
1848,  and  in  his  boyhood  attended  the  schools  of  his 


nati\e  village,  one  of  his  earliest  teachers  being  D. 
II.  Rice.    As  a  boy  our  subject  was  too  full  ol  life 
to  make  a  good  student.     In  the  exi)ressive  language 
of   his   latiier,   he   needed   "'looking  alter."  This 
meant  that  he  was  taken  out  oi  school  and  placed 
at  teaming.    When  his  father  enlisted  A.  j.  v.ent 
to  work  on  the  farm  o^  Ariel  .Mitchelson.    But  mar- 
tial music  was  sweet  to  the  }'oung  lad,  and  lie,  too, 
longed  to  enlist  and  help  fight  the  battles  of  his 
'  country.    A\  fiitccn  he  was  a  N'lgnrous  \  oung  lelluw, 
;  mu^cular.  and  asking  odds  of  no  one.    He  had 
I  enlisted  in  Comp'any  E.  25th  Conn.  \".  L,  and  for 
'  three  nic'niths  did  guard  duty,  but  on  account  of  his 
]  youth  the  officers  declined  to  muster  him  in.  In 
\  1S63  he  enlisted  as  a  recruit  for  the  1st  Connecticut 
;  Heavy  Artillery,  and  joined  the  regiment  at  Arling- 
1  ton    Heights.      His    first    engagements    were  at 
Hatchie's  Bernuuia.    He  was  frequently  under  fire 
,  in  1804.    On  Jan.  2.  1805.  he  left  J\.)int  of  Rocks, 
j  on  the  James  river,  for  Eortress  Monroe,  and  was 
I  thence  transported  to  Port  Fisher,  X.  C,  returned 
j  to  Petersburg  Feb.  23.  18O5,  and  participated  in  the 
j  fierce  fighting  in  that  vicinity.    At  the  engagement 
at  Fort  Haskell,  March  25,  1S65,  -"^^r.  Ketchin  was 
1  struck  in  the  face  by  a  ramrod,  his  chin  being 
i  carried  awa_\-,  and  his  tongue  heUl  only  bv  a  shred. 
!  For  two  weeks  he  was  fed  through  a  tube  that 
j  carried  the  food  down  his  throat  below  the  opening 
i  in  his  neck.    His  recovery  was  most  remarkable. 

He  received  a  furlougii,  at  the  expiration  of  which  he 
I  returned  to  the  hospital,  and  was  discharged  at  West 
1  Philadelphia  June  23,  18(15.  Ketchin  was  practi- 
'  cally  a  physical  wreck  when  he  left  the  army.  For 
i  several  years  he  was  unable  to  work,  and  his  life  was 
'  often  dispaired  of.  But  slowly  he  began  to  im- 
\  prove,  and  finally  he  entered  Patterson's  marble 
t  shop,  in  Plartlord.  and  remained  at  work  for  two 
I  }-ears  under  instruction.  He  took  up  the  marble 
j  cutting  work  readily,  and  soon  became  an  expert  in 
;  finer  class  work,  following  the  trade  successfully 
at  Hartford,  Xew  Plaven,  Springfield  and  elsewhere. 
Iir  1883  he  removed  to  Tarift'ville  on  account  of  his 
health,  and  began  business  for  himself,  in  which 
:  he  has  prospered  to  a  notable  degree,  and  is  now 
I  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  A.  J.  Ketchin  «S:  Son, 
I  contractors  in  general  stone  work.  The  firm  em- 
I  plovs  from  fifteen  to  thirty-five  men  in  season,  and 

operates  a  quarry  near  Tariffville. 
!        ]Mr.   Ketchin  was  married,  Oct.    15.   1870.  to 
I  Miss  Harriet  C.   Spencer,  of  Springfield,  Mass., 
who  was  born  in  Middletown,  Conn..  Dec.  25,  1S46. 
daughter  of  William  D.  and   Sarah  J.  (Mann) 
Spencer.    Her  father,  who  was  a  fine  machinist, 
died  at  Middletown.  where  his  widow  now  resides. 
]\Irs.  Ketchin  has  two  sisters.  Helen,  now  Mrs. 
Joseph  E.  ]5acon,  of  Middletown;  and  Mary,  Mrs. 
j  Archibald  Johnson,  of  the  same  city.    The  family 
of  our  sul)ject  and  wife  consists  of  the  following 
I  children:     (i)    William   M.,   born   at  Springfield 
!  June  3,  1871,  married  Hattie  V..  ?\loore,  of  Tarifl- 
'  ville,  and  has  three  children,  label  M.,  Pauline  S. 
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and  l-'lizalKth.  (j)  Archibald  IJ.,  born  Nov.  6, 
1874.  in  llariturdi,  was  pcnnancnily  cripjilcd  in  a 
coaslir.L;-  accidcni  hW).  n,  1893.  lie  is  a  bright 
vuun-  man,  and.  tor  liis  cx])onfncc,  a  skillful  stonc- 
cuticr.  (31  lloorgc  S..  born  Scjit.  5,  1877,  in  liarl- 
ford,  (.lied  in  that  city  Ajiril  28,  iS8_'.  (4)  I'rank 
A.,  born  .Nov.  10.  i88_',  in  ilartlord,  died  at  Tarill- 
villc  Dec.  5,  1880. 

In  politics  .Air.  Kcichin  is  an  iniconiproniising 
Republican  in  Xaii'jii.il  i.-^?ues.-  He  is  a  nieinber 
of  Joseph  'loy  L\'St,  G.  A.  K.,  and  of  St.  .Mark's 
Lodge,  Xo.  30,  ]•'.  iX:  A.  -AL,  at  Simsbury.  Himself 
and  faniily  arc  i)roininent  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  in  religious  life  our  subject  maintains 
the  high  standard  of  his  devout  grandfather.  For 
fotir  years  ho  has  been  treasurer  of  the  church,  and 
lor  ten  years  was  assistant  superintendent  of  the 
Sabbath-school.  Mrs.  Jvetchin  also  has  been  active 
and  foremost  in  church  work.  She  is  a  devout 
Christian  woman,  and  among  other  practical  efforts 
in  behalf  of  the  church  she  has  raised  over  $1,250 
for  religious  purjioses. 

As  a  business  man  ^Ir.  Kctchin  is  successful, 
following  those  sterling  principles  of  integrity  and 
industry  which  lead  to  prosperity.  He  has  won  a 
reputation  for  doing  honest  work,  and  his  con- 
nection with  any  improvement  is  evidence  of  its 
thoroughness  and  honest  character.  Z\Ir.  Ketcliin 
has  remodeled  his  residence,  and  now  owns  one 
of  the  most  attractive  homes  in  the  town.  He  rep- 
resents the  highest  and  best  type  of  American  citi- 
zenship, and  his  influence  is  strongly  exerted  in  the 
upbuilding  of  character  and  the  fostering  of  worthy 
aims. 

:\IOXROE  FRANKLIN  CUSH^LVN  belongs 
to  an  old  New  England  family,  and  the  name  has 
been  prominently  itlentificd  with  the  history  of  the 
country  ever  since  the  arrival  of  the  '"Mayflower." 

Robert  Cushman,  the  original  p>rogenitor  of  this 
branch  of  the  family,  was  born  in  England  prior  to 
1600.  He  was  a  passenger  on  board  the  "Speed- 
well." bound  for  New  lingland,  but  this  vessel, 
proving  leaky  and  tmseaworthy,  had  to  return  to 
port,  while  the  "^layflower"  continued  her  voyage. 
Early  in  the  next  year,  however,  Robert  Cushman 
came  to  Plyinouth,  bringing  with  him  his  son, 
Thomas,  who  was  then  fourteen  years  old.  Rob- 
ert Cushman  remained  at  Plymouth  but  a  few 
montlis,  and  while  there  preached  the  first  sermon 
ever  delivered  at  that  place.  He  was  sent  to  Eng- 
land as  an  agent  for  the  ]  'lymouth  Colony,  and  died 
as  he  was  ]jreparing  to  return. 

Thomas  Cushman,  who  had  been  left  at  Plym- 
outh, became  a  ruling  elder  in  the  church,  and 
died  in  that  part  of  ]'lymotith  which  is  now  a  ])art' 
of  Kingston.  He  had  a  number  of  smis,  among 
whom  was  Isaac  Cushman,  who  also  had  several 
sons,  one  of  whom,  Nathaniel,  moved  to  Lebanon, 
^»evi-  London  Co..  Conn.  Idis  eldest  son,  also  named 
Haac,  settled  at  Stafford,  Tolland  county,  and  died 
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:  in  Stafford  in  1813,  aged  seventy-seven  years.  He 
had  three  sons,  the  second  of  w  hom,  whose  name  was 
was  Salmon,  was  in  Stafford,  Tolland  county,  (Jet. 
1 3,  1778,  and  was  the  father  of  the  gentleman  whose 
name  introduces  this  article. 

.^almon  C'ushman  passed  his  life  in  .Stafford,  as 
a  farmer.    He  married  Cynthia  Church,  a  native 
j  of  Lyme,  New  London  Co.,  Conn.,  and  to  this 
:  worthy  couple  was  born  a  family  of  six  sons  and 
three  daughters;    Isaac,  the  eldest,  died  unmarried; 
;  Almeda  married  Lathrop  Cady,  and  is  deceased, 
as  are  also  her  husband  and  family  ;  Lorinda  be- 
1  came  the  wife  of  Anson  .Spellman,  and  died  in  Hart- 
ford county,  leaving  two  daughters;  Gustavius  was 
[  a  farmer  in  Tolland  cotinty,  and  died  in  2^ianchester 
j  (he  was  taken  sick  there  while  attending  his  broth- 
i  er"s  funeral,  and  lived  but  a  few  days)  ;  Ambrose  was 
\  a  farmer  of  East  Hartford,  where  he  died  leaving 
!  a  family ;  Sabrina  ntarried  Elisha  Frink,  son  of 
j  Rev.  Elisha  Frink,  of  Manchester,  where  her  death 
j  occurred;  ^lonroe  F.  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth; 
I  Sidney  A.,  who  was  a  farmer  of  ^lanchester,  is 
I  deceased ;  and  Josiah,  who  was  a  farmer  of  Stafford, 
j  died  in  ^^lanchester. 

j        ^lonroe  F.  Ctishman,  the  only  stirviving  member 
of  the  above  named  large  family,  was  born  on  the 
home  farm  in  Stafford  Oct.  iS,  1818.    His  educa- 
j  tional  advantages  were  not  of  the  best  as  he  had 
I  to  walk  three  and  one-half  miles,  in  the  cold  of  Con- 
i  necticut  winters,  to  attend  the  district  school.  He' 
I  remained  at  home  with  his  parents  vmtil  he  reached 
I  the  age  of  thirty  years.    Then  he  took  charge  of 
the  old  homestead  and   successfully  managed  it 
until  1868,  wdien  he  bought  his  present  farm  in  the 
town  of  iManchestcr,  Hartford  county,  upon  which 
he  makes  his  home,  although  still  owning  ninety 
I  acres  of  land  in  Stafford. 

;  On  June  26,  1847,  Cushman  married  Aliss 
Adeline  Lull,  who  was  born  in  Tolland  county 
j  June  9,  1822,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  P.  and  Jocasia 
j  (Church)  Lull.  The  fruit  of  this  marriage  was 
four  children:  (i)  Emma,  born  Sept.  14,  1852, 
!  married  June  19,  1876,  Truman  R.  Foster,  a  native 
j  of  Berlin,  Washington  Co.,  \'t.,  born  Aug.  26,  1847, 
j  a  son  of  Truman  C.  and  Julia  (  Srong)  Foster;  Mi. 
j  and  Mrs.  Foster  have  three  children.  Belle,  an  in- 
!  teresting  yottng  lady,  who  has  decided  taste  for 
'  literature  and  nnisic  ;  Truman  Cushman;  and  Leon 
1  Ransom.  {2)  Freddv  AI.  was  born  Jan.  14,  1861, 
i  died  eight  days  later.  (3)  Everett  A.,  bi^rn  Feb. 
1  8,  1862,  is  a  paper  maker  bv  trade.  (4)  Alganon, 
;  Ixji-n  March  14,  1868,  died '(Jet.  20,  1889. 
j  The  luother  of  this  famil\-  passed  awav  Jan.  15, 
i  181^8,  aged  sevcnly-flve  _\'ears,  after  a  married  life 
j  of  more  than  iiftv  years. 

Mr.  Cushman  is  a  man  of  nieiiium  stature,  quiet 
i  and  unolilrusive  in  manner.  While  he  has  tle\oted 
{  his  life  to  farming,  lie  has  taken  a  C(jmmendable 
interest  in  the  affairs  of  men  and  in  men  of  a^f•^r.■^. 
j  He  is  a  Jeflersonian  Democrat  in  politics,  tlmugh 
'  never  an  aspirant   for  i)olitieal  honors.    While  a 
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rcsii.!ciit  of  his  nauvc  town  liis  u>\viu-'.r.ou  showed 
liieir  appreciation  of  his  worth  by  clcctnig  liini  to 
th.c  olnocs  of  constahic,  jnsticc  of  the  jvaoc  aiul 
collector,  which  kuter  position  he  fiileJ  six  ve;ir.-. 
]n  religions  tliou;^lu  and  helief  he  has  alwa\^  li.en 
tolerant  and  lihi^ral,  adlierinL^  to  ilie  faith  of  tlie 
Spiritualists.  Jlis  loni;"  and  useful  life  has  hc.n 
marked  by  untiriny  industry  and  his  transactions 
with  his  fellow  men  characterized  by  strict  integrity. 
Mr.  Cushman  has  attained  tlie  ripe  old  age  of  nearly 
eighty-two  years,  and  is  yet  well  preserved  with  ur,- 
impaired  faculties.  He  is  spending  the  evening  of 
his  life  in  the  enjoyn.ien:  of  the  handonie  compe- 
tence that  has  come  to  him  as  a  reward  of  industry, 
honesty  and  temperance. 

JOHN  FRAXKLIN  WADE,  general  superin- 
tendent of  the  manufacturing  department  of  the 
New  Departure  Bell  Co.,  at  Bristol,  and  one  of  the 
most  useful  citizens  of  that  place,  is  a  native  of 
Georgia,  born  June  29,  1S60,  at  Tallokas,  Brooks 
county. 

Thomas  ^\'ade,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
a  cotton  planter  in  Georgia.  He  married  }\lary 
]\Iorris,  and  children  as  follows  were  born  to  them  : 
Thomas,  father  of  John  F. ;  and  Elijah,  who  was 
also  a  cotton  planter  in  Georgia,  owner  of  400  acres 
under  cultivation,  besides  other  lands. 

Thomas  Wade,  father  of  onr  subject,  was  born 
in  Dooly  county,  Ga.,  and  died  in  ]\Iarch,  1S69. 
He  was  a  planter,  and  the  ow-ner  of  extensive  plan- 
tations in  the  South,  having  1,100  acres  in  Georgia, 
and  500  acres  in  Florida,  300  of  which  were  im- 
proved. Illness  prevented  his  taking  an  active  part 
in  the  cause  of  the  South  in  the  Civil  war,  and  at 
its  close  be  found  liimself  bereft  of  personal  prop- 
erty and  his  slaves.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  politics, 
and  served  as  justice  of  the  peace.  Socially  he  be- 
longed to  the  i.  O.  O.  F.  He  married  Aviary  Ann 
Oliver,  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  of  English  de- 
scent, and  a  granddaugnter  of  James  G.  Oliver,  a 
prominent  sea-faring  man.  .  After  the  death  of  her 
husband,  'Mrs.  Wade  lived  on  the  old  farm  until 
her  death,  in  1896,  in  Tallokas,  where  her  remains 
were  laid  away  besides  those  of  her  husband.  Their 
children  were:  Frances  and  Susan  Caroline  (both 
unmarriedj,  still  living  in  Tallokas:  Emily  Melissa, 
who  died  when  young;  Thomas  G.,  a  farmer  in 
Okapilco,  Ga. ;  I\Iacey,  wdfe  of  Robert  B.  .Martin, 
a  farmer  of  Thomas  county,  Ga. ;  Leonidas,  a  lawyer 
of  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  married  to  Tula  Floyd;  Jo- 
sephine, wife  of  ^Mitchell  Hyers,  and  residing  in 
Georgia;  John  F..  our  subject;  Helen  M.,  wife  of 
John  O'Neal,  of  Pavo,  Ga. ;  William  W..  a  farmer 
of  Tallokas,  Ga.,  married  to  a  :\Iiss  Croft;  Paten 
L.,  also  a  farmer  of  Tallokas,  married;  and  Sarah, 
who  died  when  aged  about  eighteen  years  of  age. 

John  F.  Wade  received  his  education  in  his 
native  village,  but  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  jiis 
father  having  lost  all  his  property  through  the  CivTl 
war,  he  had  to  leave  school  and  commence  to  earn 


1  his  own  living.    However,  he  made  uj)  for  the  inter- 
!  ruption  by  studying  at  nigh.t,  after  his  day's  work 
I  was  done,  and.  bein.g  a  close  observer  of  mai  and 
I  things  he  soon  became  we'd  informed,    bor  two 
years  he  was  su])erintendent  of  the  help  employed 
:  on  his  uncle-  Elijah's  farm.    He  then  removed  to 
i  JacksouN  ille,  Fla.,  and  for  two  years  clerked  m  S. 
i  B.  Hubbard  &  Co.'s  hardware  store,  after  wdiich  he 
I  traveled  some  eight  months,  in  Louisiana  and  Texas. 
:  Returning  to  Jacksonville,  he  clerked  there  for  tlie 
!  Drew  Hardware  Co.  about  two  years,  and  then 
:  found  employment  with  Rockwell     Kinn.ey,  01  that 
I  place,  Albert  F.  Rockwell,  being  general  manager 
!  of  the  biu-iness,  remaining  until  the  concern  closed 
I  up.    In  October,  1SS8,  r\lr.  Rockwell,  the  inventor 
of  the  New  Departure  Bell,  established  his  business 
in  Bristol,  Conn.,  and  the   following   spring  }dr. 
Wade  came  here,  at  first  filling  the  position  of  ship- 
j  ping  clerk,  and  then  working  at  the  bench  to  iearn 
the  business.    At  the  end  of  about  three  years  he 
took  a  contract  in  the  assembling  departmenr,  which 
he  continued  for  three  years,  or  until  1S96,  when  he 
'  was  made  general  superintendent  of  tile  New"  D,e- 
parture  Bell  Co.,  with  full  charge  of  the  manufactur- 
ing, and  has  since  filled  the  position  iri  a  most  com- 
petent and  acceptable  manner ;  he  is  now  one  of  the 
stockholders  of  the  company. 

On  Oct.  6,  1886,  :Mr.  Wade  was  married  to 
Emma  G.  Ponder,  who  was  born  in  Quincy,  Fla., 
a  daughter  of  James  and  ^lay  (McGill)  I'onder,  of 
Quincy.  Two  children  have  come  to  this  union : 
John  F.,  born  3.1ay  10,  18SS;  and  Walter  R.,  born 
March  23,  1S90.  3vlr.  and  Airs.  Wade  and  their 
eldest  son  are  members  of  the  Prospect  M.  E. 
Church.  Politically  he  is  a  stanch  Democrat,  and 
in  1S99  was  elected  a  member  of  the  board  of  bur- 
gesses ;  at  present  he  is  a  member  of  the  sewer  and 
building  committee.  Sociallv  he  is  affiliated  with 
Franklin  Lodge,  No.  56,  F.  &  A.  ]\I.,  of  wliich  for 
two  years  he  served  as  steward.  He  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  New  England  Order  of  Protection.  Mr. 
Wade  is  an  intelligent  and  progressive  citi.zen,  a  lib- 
eral-minded, honorable  gentleman,  and  his  well- 
spent  life  is  worthy  of  emulation. 

JA:^IES  PIONISS,  one  of  the  most  highly- 
respected  citizens  of  East  Berlin,  was  born  in  the 
County  of  Kent,  England,  June  9,  1828,  a  son  of 
\\'illiam  and  Ann  (Hooker)  Honiss,  also  natives  of 
that  country. 

The  father,  wdio  was  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
was  born  Julv  16,  1792,  in  Biddcndcn,  and  died  in 
West  Rocky  Hill,  Conn.,  Sept.  15,  1872;  the  mother 
was  born  in  Biddcnden,  Se])t.  21,  1790,  and  died 
in  P.crlin,  Conn.,  Aug.  10,  1876.  In  their  family 
W'ere  seven  children:  ]Mary  Ann,  born  Oct.  21, 
1817,  died  in  Hartford,  Coim.,  May  6,  1900,  and 
was  the  widow  of  Edwin  Tolhurst,  a  farmer,  who 
died  a  few  years  after  the  Civil  war,  of  consump- 
tion contracted  in  the  service.  Hannah,  born  Dec. 
7,  1819,  married  Major  John  Rowe,  an  officer  in  the 
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r.iia>h  army,  ami  died  in  the  Tower  of  London, 
uherc  1i<-T  husl)and  was  suuiin'icd  at  llic  limo.  Fran- 
cis, burn  -April  19,  i8j2,  niarrictl  JaiiKs  i'.onuan, 
.-in.i  lived  in  Chicago,  111.,  where  she  died  Sept.  10, 
iS>.j.  John,  born  Jan.  8,  ]825,  niarrivd  Ma/y 
'liiaver,  oi  Uoei<y  Hill,  Conn.,  and  is  liow  eng;\ged 
in  llic  real-estate  business  in  Xcwark.  \.  J.  James, 
uiir  subject,  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth.  W  illiam, 
!>orn  Jul}  22,  1832,  married  Victoria  Dudley,  and  is 
living  in  Rocky  Hill,  Hartford  county.  Jvobert, 
born  ill  1834,  died  in  Kngland  at  tlie  age  uf  about 
eighteen  months. 

James  Honiss  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  his  native 
land,  and  attended  school  in  England  until  eleven 
vears  of  age,  after  which  he  aided  his  father  in  the 
farm  work.  At  tlie  age  of  sixteen  he  was  employed 
as  a  farm  hand  by  Jolm  Chittey,  in  Tuubridge 
W'flls,  Jingland,  and  then  came  to  America  with 
his  sister  .\iarv  Ann  and  live  children.  They  set 
sail  from  Ix;ndon  May  14,  1S49,  ^^^^  sailing 
]>acket  ■"Margaret  Evans,"  Capt.  linker,  of  iMiddlc- 
luwn,  Conn.,  and  after  a  long  passage  of  six  weeks 
and  three  days  arrived  in  New  York  July  3,  1849. 
James  found  employment  on  the  farm  of  Elisha 
Hubbard,  in  Aliddletown,  Conn.,  where  he  remained 
fom-  months,  and  then  secured  work  in  the  shop  of 
J.  &  E.  Stevens,  at  Cromw^ell,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed for  four  and  one-half  years.  The  following 
year  he  worked  in  the  shop  of  \\' illiam  Keigliley, 
at  ^Middle  Haddam,  and  from  there  came  to  Rocky 
Hill,  Hartford  county,  where  he  purchased  a  farm 
of  forty-live  acres  from  Jason  E.  Burr,  and  again 
turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits.  After 
operating  that  farm  for  twenty-one  years  he  pur- 
chased the  Franklin  Roys  homestead,  of  about  eight- 
een acres,  on  Berlin  street.  East  Berlin,  where  he  has 
since  resided. 

On  March  17,  1859,  }vlr.  Honiss  married  ^Miss 
Rachel  Philletta  Dudley,  who  was  born  in  Killing- 
worth,  Conn.,  July  25,  1S35,  a  daughter  of  Julius 
and  Jerusha  (Stevens)  Dudley.  Her  parents  are 
both  dead,  and  are  buried  in  the  ^^'ilcox  cemetery. 
East  Berlin.  The  children  born  to  our  subject 
and  his  wife  are  as  follows:  (i)  Alida  \"irginia, 
born  in  Rocky  Hill,  Conn.,  April  i,  i860,  is  now  the 
wife  of  Charles  C.  Webster,  a  machinist  employed 
in  Coil's  factory,  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  they  have 
one  child,  Stewart,  born  April  14,  1890.  (2) 
Lillian  \'ictoria,  born  in  Rocky  Hill,  Conn.,  Sept. 
3,  ]86i,  is  the  wife  of  Harvey  Jay  Brown,  chief 
niacliinist  employed  in  Enanieline  works,  Passaic, 
X.  J.,  and  tliey  have  four  children:  Lovell  Jay,  born 
in  Xorwkich,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  27,  1887;  Bessie  Alice, 
born  in  East  Berlin  July  22,  1889;  \'era,  born  in 
East  Berlin,  Feb.  26,  1892;  and  Gladys,  born  in 
Passaic,  X.  J.,  Jan.  19,  1898.  A  twin  of  Gladys 
died  in  infancv.  (3)  Howard  Ogden,  born  in 
Rocky  Hill,  Vth.  18,  1864,  died  in  Rocky  Hill,  April 
II,  1873,  3nd  was  buried  in  Wilcox  cemetery,  East 
Berlin.  (4)  Edward  FX-erett  was  born  in  Rocky 
Hill,  Conn.,  April  16,  1866.  At  the  age  of  nineteen 
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he  entered  Flannimi's  Business  College.  Hartford, 
Conn.,  he  then  became  a  bookkeeper  ior  his  uncle, 
Carroll  L.  Dudley,  who  was  engaged  in  the  milling 
buiness  in-East  Berlin,  and  remamed  with  him  four 
years.  After  that  he  was  employed  as  clerk  io\' 
\\  escuit  Bros.,  oi  the  same  place,  for  seven  years. 
ijw  I\larch  1,  1900,  he  bought  tl'-c  grocery  business  of 
the  late  Henry  X.  Galpin,  of  Berlin,  Conn.,  which 
he  now  conducts.  He  was  married  April  26,  1S94, 
to  Cora  Augusta  Clark,  of  Berlin,  Conn.,  and  they 
have  had  two  children,  Lillian  Jeanette  (who  was 
born  May  15,  1896)  and  Esther  Clark  (who  was 
born  Jan.  24,  1898,  and  died  July  2,  1898,  being 
laid  to  rest  in  Wilcox  cemetery.  East  Berlin,  Conn.j. 
(5)  Emma  ] "ranees,  born  in  Rocky  Hill  Feb.  i, 
1808,  is  the  wife  of  George  E.  Hall,  employed  as 
draughtsman  for  the  Eastern  Challenge  Windmill 
Co.,  Boston,  ]\lass.,  and  they  have  tlu'ce  children, 
Marcy  Honiss  (born  ^larch  17,  1893),  Dorothy 
Elizabeth  (born  June  30,  1897),  and  Edward 
James  (born  Dec.  24,  189S).  [6)  Lovell  James, 
born  April  13,  1S71,  was  married  Aug.  15,  1S95, 
in  Chicago,  ill.,  to  Florence  J.  Yates,  of  Wash- 
burn, Wis.  At  the  age  of  twelve  years  he  entered 
.  the  INIiddlelown  High  School, and  graduated  in  iSSS  ; 
then  entered  Wesleyan  College,  ^iiddletown.  Conn., 
and  graduated  in  1892,  and  is  now  principal  of  a 
\  school  in  Dumont,  X.  J.  (7)  Hobert  Livingstone, 
'  born  July  20,  1874,  took  a  business  course  in  Flunt- 
'  singer's  Business  College,  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  is 

now  assisting  his  father  on  the  farm. 
\       While  in  Rocky  Hill  James  Honiss,  our  sub- 
ject, took  out  his  naturalization  papers,  and  has 
since  been  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party.    He  served  on  the  board  of  relief  and  grand 
jury  in  that  town,  but  has  never  been  prevailed  upon 
j  to  accept  oflice  since  coming  to  Berlin.    He  is  a 
j  prominent  and  active  member  of  the  ^lethodist 
i  Church  of  East  Berlin,  and  is  at  present  one  of  its 
trustees  and  a  member  of  the  official  board.  He 
I  also  served  as  treasurer  of  the  church  nine  years. 
I  His  estimable  wife  is  also  a  faithful  member  of  the 
!  same  church.    Although  ]Mr.  Floniss  is  modest  and 
,  unassuming,  he  is  none  the  less  hospitable  and  so- 
i  ciable,  and  makes  many  friends. 

j  EDWIX  SETH  TODD,  a  faithful  and  trusted 
1  eiriploye  of  Clark  Brothers  «&;  Co.,  riianufacturers  of 
!  bolts  and  carriage  hartlware  at  Milldale,  was  born 

in  Waterbury,  Conn.,  3.1arch  25,  1S69. 
i  ]\lr.  Todd  is  a  son  of  William  E.  and  Emeline  E. 
!  (Barnes)  Todd,  in  whose  familv  were  two  chil- 
I  dren,  the  younger  being  lAa  L.,  wife  of  Charles  li. 
1  Clark,  of  Royalton,  \'t.  The  fatlier,  who  spent  his 
I  entire  life  in  Waterbury,  was  a  son  of  Edwin  Todd> 
I  a  farmer  of  that  town.  The  latler's  father.  Street 
I  Todd,  was  also  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  made 
;  his  home  in  Cheshire  and  Wolcott,  Conn.  ( )ur  sub- 
I  ject's  maternal  gi  ;indi)arents  were  Seih  and  Lucinda 
(IVmd)  Barnt's,  the  former  born  Xov.  13,  1824, 
and  died  July  20,  1863,  while  a  piisoner  of  war  at 
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Charleston,  S.  C,  iwm  wounds  rfccivctl  al  Fort 
Wui^ncr.  iii.s  parvnis  wore  i'liilo  and  Liloora 
(^Shcjjard)  r.arni.s.  the  former  of  whom  was  lurn 
March  .>,  ijSj.  and  lived  in  the  Marion  District  ^'f 
Sontiin'ii^ion.  j!c  \\a>  a  son  of  Asa  Ikirnes.  wlio 
was  bo'.  n  Aiv^'.  jj.  1745.  and  was  married  ( 'ct.  30, 
I7fi3.  ti:>  IMuel.c  Aii^ins.  daiiL;hier  of  LiUher  Allsir.s. 
Asa  I'.arnes  condmcted  a  tavern  in  the  AJarion  Dis- 
trict, was  known  as  Landlord  liarnes.  and  was  very 
popular  in  h.is  business  relations.  l!is  fatlier.  Ste- 
phen.  Ilarnes,  was  l.iorn  Jan.  2.  1704.  and  was  mar- 
ried. Jan.  5,  17J!).  t.i  Martha  \\  headion,  of  l.Jran- 
ford.  lie  remi.>\-ed  to  Southini^ton  during'  its  early 
settleuient.  and  I'-cateil  in  the  southwest  part  of  the 
town,  where  he  died  March  27,  1777.  His  wife  died 
}!arch  18,  1773.  and  was  tlie  first  one  hurie/l  in 
IMantsville  cemetery.  He  was  a  son.  of  Stephen  and 
]^larv  Barnes,  of  Branford,  Connecticut. 

1  he  early  life  of  our  subject  was  passed  in  the 
town  of  \\  aterburv  tmtil  1S7S,  in  whicli  year  he 
moved  to  SouthingTon.  ami  his  j.irimarx-  education, 
obtained  in  the  public  schools,  was  supplemented 
by  a  course  at  the  Lewis  high  school,  Southington. 
In  18SS  he  embarked  in  general  merchandising-  at 
Marion  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Xewell  &  Todd, 
and  was  engaged  in  business  along  that  line  for 
one  vear.  The  following  year  he  spent  in  the  Adi- 
rondack mountair.s  for  his  health,  and  while  there  en- 
gaged in  school  teaching.  Since  Oct.  i.  1892,  he 
has  been  in  the  employ  of  Clark  Brothers  &  Co..  in 
various  capacities,  and  for  several  vears  as  acting- 
assistant  manager,  which  responsible  position  he  is 
still  acceptablv  lilling. 

On  Oct.  23,  1S95,  )>[r.  Todd  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  IMiss  Layette  C.  Xewell.  a  daughter  of 
Hcnrv  J.  and  Sophia  (  P3ayrer)  Xewell,  of  Marion. 
Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias ;  polit- 
ically he  is  a  stanch  Republican.  At  the  age  of 
fifteen,  being  a  n-iusician  of  average  ability,  he  be- 
came identified  with  some  of  the  local  musical  or- 
ganizations, and  since  iSqo  has  been  leader  of 
•'Todd's  Orchestra."  He  is  widely  known  and 
highly  respected,  and  has  many  warm  friends 
throughout  the  town. 

BIRT  BE:\IAX  ^lESSEXGFR,  one  of  the 
most  popular  and  influential  citizens  of  West  Gran- 
by.  where  he  is  now  successfully  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  tobacco  raising,  was  born  there  April 
29,  t84'6,  and  b'clongs  to  one  of  its  old  and  highly- 
respected  families. 

Amos  :\[cssenger,  his  grandfather,  spent  Ins 
entire  life  as  an  agriculturist  in  West  (.ranby.  and 
was  a  faithful  and  consistent  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  Seymour  Messenger,  the 
father  of  om-  subject,  was  liorn  in  West  Granbv,  in 
Mav,  17()^,  and  was  only  three  years  old  when  his 
father  dieil.  He  was  educated  in  the  district  schools 
and  reared  in  Granby,  where  he  made  his  home 
throughout  life.    He  also  engaged  in  agricultural 


pursuits,  making  a  specialty  of  tobacco  culture  and 
stock  raising.    Sober,  industrious  and  honoraljle  in 
all  things,  he  had  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  ail 
who  knew  him.     He  was  liberal  in  his  views  on 
religii.  us  subjects,  and  with  his  familv  attended  the 
Meihodi.st  i-4)isc"]Kil  Church:  in  politics  he  was  a 
\\  big  until  183'!.  when  he  became  a  struich  supporter 
of  the  Republican  party.    Jn  !83_'  he  married  ]\iiss 
Sally  I'eman.  who  was  born  Xo\-.  ii.  1812.  a  daugh-  ^ 
ter  of  Aaron  Beman.  w  ho  belonged  to  a  well-known 
family  of  FLartfortl  c.jtuitv.  Cunn.    I'ive  children 
;  were  born  of  this  uiiicn:  .\rmenus  S.,  born  Ma\  27, 
I   1833,  died  June  21.  1887;  Rufus  L.,  born  Sept.  11, 
[  1835,  was  killed  liy  a  falling  tree  Jan.   K),  1887; 
1  .\Ibert  A.,  born  .Vpril  26,  1844.  died  Aug.  13,  1887; 
Birt  Beman.  our  subject,  is  the  next  in  order  of 

■  birth;  and  Betsy  INLatilda,  born  .March  5,  1852.  is 
'  now  the  wife  of  George  R.  Case,  of  We.-,t  Granbv. 

Tlic  father  died  on  his  farm  in  West  Granbv  Oct. 
21,  1S70.  and  the  motlier,  who  was  a  devout  mem- 

■  ber  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  passed  awav 
I  Jan.  24,  1884,  the  remains  of  both  being  interred  in 
:  the  ^^'est  Granby  cemeterv. 

;       During  his  boyhood  Birt  IC  ^Messenger  attended 
j  the  pul,)lic  schools  of  Granby,  and  spent  his  carlv 
:  life  upon  the  home  farm  w-ith  h.is  parents.    On  stari- 
'  iiig  out  in  life  tor  himself  he  worked  as  a  farm  ia- 
i  borer.  recei\'ing  at  first  only  Si 8  per  month,  but  S.|0 
I  during  the  last  few  years  he  was  thus  emj)!oyed. 
1  For  thirteen  years  he  continued  to  work  for  others, 
i  during  which  timie  he  saved  a  little  monev,  and  in 
I  1S7S  he  purcliased  his  present  farm,  to  the  cultiva- 
tion and  improvement  of  which  he  lias  since  de- 
1  voted  h.is  energies,  making  a  s]X'cia't\-  of  dairving 
I  and  tobacco  raising-,    lie  is  a  cpiiet,  unassuming 
j  man,  hospitable  and  generous,  a  kind  neighbeir  and 
I  a  good  friend,  and  he  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  ail 
i  who  know  him.    On  April  3,  1878,  in  Graiiby>  he 
I  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  }\fary  Frazier,  a 
i  native  of  Hartland.  and  to  them  have  been  born  three 
!  children:  Frederick   B.,  Wilhim  li.  and    Ruth  B. 
i  The  parents  are  both  earnest  members  of  the  ^leth- 
I  odist  Episcopal  Church.    In  his  political  views.  Mr. 
}*Icssenger  is  a  stanch  Republican  :  for  several  years 
served  as  school  clerk,  and  as  assessor  for  five  years  ; 
and  in  1898  was  chosen  by  his  fellow  citizens  to 
represent  Granby  in  the  Slate  Legislature,  an  office 
:  he  is  now  most  creditalilv  and  accepta!il\-  ffiing. 
j       The  Frazier  family,  to  which  Mrs.  Messenger 
belongs,    was    founded    in    .Vmerica    bv  Thomas 
]~razier,  who  was  born  near  Inverness,  .Scotland,  and 
came  to  this  country  when  a  youiig  man.    He  spent 
;  a  number  of  years  in  Brooklyn,  .\.  \  ..  engaged  in 
'  the  sale  of  tobacco,  anfl  then  came  to  Hartland. 
I  Hartford  Co..  Ci:inu..  wdiere  he  followed  farming 
j  for  some  time.    Later  be  removed  to  tlu  farm  in  the 
!  town  of  (iranby,  now  known  :is  the  .Sirick-land  lar  u, 
:  on  which  he  s])eiit  the  remainder  of  his  life.     I  inre 
j  he  died,  and  was  buried  in  ''".ast  H.arlkiiul.     He  w'ls 
'  a  member  of  the  hXtablished  Church  of  Foi::Iand.. 
His  only  child,  Daniel,  was  born  Jan.  22.  174-- 
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i>rookIvn.  \.  V.,  wliero  lie  grew  to  nihilhood.  For 
several  ye.'irs  he  followed  a  sea-lariiii^"  life,  on  lioaid 
liie  ship  "N  r.lUiie."  u'.ukr  Capt.  Jchn  (junn,  eii- 
<,'a,Ued  in  I'ie  \\  e.->l  liuiia  f.;i(Ie.  and  later  eanie  lo 
liartlanil.  Conn.,  wiili  hi^  i);nenl>.  Here  he  ho- 
car.ie  inlere.-ted  in  larinin;^,  and  fniajly  hccanic  ihc 
owne;-  of  ;i  line  farm  of  130  acres  in  the  U'wn  of 
Ciianlw.  oil  which  he  enL;aL;e(l  in  ai^rictihural  |)ur- 
vnits  nntil  cailed  from  ihis  life.  C'et.  1S03,  liis  re- 
mains being-  interred  in  the  Ea>t  Ilanhuul  cemetery. 
In  politics  he  was  a  Deniucral.  lie  was  married. 
Dec.  16,  17(0,  to  Ahigai!  llaladay.  wlni  was  born 
April  15.  1743,  and  diet!  .May  iyj3.  al^o  being  laid 
to  rest  in  T.ast  llarlland  cemetery.  Tlieir  chiklren 
were  as  fallows:  Alexander,  born  Aug.  iq,  1761, 
died  March  3,  1762:  Thomas,  born  Ai)ril  2.  1763; 
l^aniel,  born  Ma%'  17' 15.  died  Ajiril  22.  1803: 
Abigail,  born  July  23.  1767:  Jared.  born  Sept.  14. 
1769;  Uaviii.  burn  Jan.  6.  1771  ;  Elizabeth,  born  Jari. 
-'j.  ^773-  Sanniel.  the  grandfather  of  ^Irs.  Messen- 
ger; Polly,  born  June  4.  17S1.  inarried  I'olis  Case: 
and  Ruth,  b.irn  June  30.  17S4,  married  Richard 
Alcott. 

Samuel  l->azier.  grandfatlicr  of  Mrs.  ^Messenger, 
Avas  born  Sept.  27.  1777.  in  Simsbury  (now  Gran- 
by)  town,  and  attended  scliool  at  that  place.  He 
made  farming  and  house-painting  his  life  work, 
was  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  liberal  in  his  relig- 
ions views.  He  died  in  Granbv  March  26.  1S40. 
and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  family  burying-ground 
in  East  Hartland.  He  was  married,  in  Granby,  to 
Cynthia  Osborn,  a  daughter  of  Abram  Osborn,  who 
■was  of  W'eUh  descent.  She  was  born  in  Granljy. 
Sept.  3.  17S5.  and  died  in  1875.  her  remains  being 
interred  in  East  Hartland.  She  was  a  good  Chris- 
tian woman,  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  In  her  familv  were  ten  cliildren:  Davton. 
born  in  1S07.  ■^'•'^is  a  lifelong  invalid:  Daniel  v,a> 
born  in  July,  1809:  Aliram.  born  July  25.  iSli.  died 
in  infancy:  Sherman  was  born  Jan.  11,  1S13:  Ed- 
Avin  v.-as  born  April  i.  1815:  Alma,  born  Alav  23. 
1S18,  married  Lyman  Clark:  Stewart  was  born 
^larch  13,  1S21  ;  Jaman,  born  Feb.  13,  1S24.  is  now 
living  in  C)hio  :  Tilarvin.  born  Eel).  27.  1827.  is  the 
father  of  Mrs.  [Messenger;  and  Oren  L.,  was  born 
Dec.  I,  1S31. 

^larviii  Frazier  was  reared  and  eflucatcd  in 
Granby.  and  h.as  followed  farming  throughout  life 
there  and  in  Flartland.  Though  he  has  made  sev- 
eral trijis  to  northern  Ohio,  he  still  makes  his  home 
in  the  town  of  Granby.  a  hale  and  hearty  old  man, 
who  is  widely  and  fa\-(irabh-  known  throughout  tlie 
community  in  v.diich  he  has  so  long  lived.  In  Hills- 
dale, X.  v.,  he  was  married.  Sept.  15,  1852,  tn  ?^li■^^ 
Eunice  Clark,  a  native  of  Otis,  !Mass.,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Lyman  Clark.  To  them  were  born  nine  chil- 
dren :  Mary,  now  the  wife  of  our  subject:  Ruth, 
wife  of  Joseph  Bcman  ;  Samuel,  who  married  Grace 
I'rcnch.  and  is  a  jiainter  bv  trade  :  Joel.  ;it  home,  '.vIid 
married  Lillia  Messenger,  and  has  two  children, 
Mabel  and    Pearl;  Gilbert,  who  'married  Jennie 


I  Roberts,  and  lives  in  \\'est  Granb\- :  Chester,  lua 
.  and  ICmmet,  all  tlecea>ed  :  ;ind  Mei  ton.  a  resident  of 
.  ■(  Iranljy.  The  mother,  who  wa.s  an  earnest  Christian 
I  woman,  died  in  1800.  and  was  buried  in  East  Hart- 
1  land.  Jn  ])olitics  .Mr.  Frazier  was  lirst  a  Democrat, 
I  l.)ut  he  is  now  a  stahvait  supporter  of  the  Prohibi- 
I  tion  ijarty  and  its  ]M"inciples. 

I  HOWARD  C.  GAIXES,  a  resident  of  East 
j  Hartford,  was  born  in  that  village.  Nov.  22, 
j  1851,  ami  is  a  son  cif  .\lbert  and  Hester  (Hills) 
I  Ciaines.  descendants  of  the  oldest  families  in  the 
j  town  and  county  cif  Hartford. 

1        Albert  Ciaines  was  born  in  East  Hartford  Oct. 
9,  1819,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  became  an 
a]iprentice  at  harnessmaking  to  Timothy  Deming, 
under  whom  he  served  seven  years.  Fie  then  located 
at  [Manchester  Green,  and  entered  into  business  on 
i  his  own  account;  remained  there  four  vears  :  thence, 
I  in  1844.  came  to  East  Flartford,  carried  on  business 
i  a  few  years  and  then  removed  to  Hartford,  where 
he  did  business  for  thirteen  years.    Fie  finally  came 
back  to  East  Hartford,  which  has  since  been  his 
home.    Plis  marriage  took  place  ]Ma\-  19,  1842,  to 
I  Hester    Hills,  daughter    of    James    and  Abigail 
I  (Brewer)  Hills,  and  to  this  union  have  been  born 
j  four  children  :  Albert,  who  died  in  18C3,  at  the  age 
!  of  twenty  years;  Howard  C.  the  subject  of  this 
I  sketch:  Alice,  who  is  married  to  Francis  E.  Clark, 
I  a  resident  of  Grass  \'aney,  Oregon;  and  Gertrude, 
;  the  v«"ife  of  John  R.  Hanmer,  living  near  Boston, 
[\Liss.    -Mr.  Gaines  is  still  living,  and  his  wife,  a 
lady  of  refined  tastes,  holds  with  him  a  high  poji- 
tion  in  the  esteem  of  the  communit\-  in  which  they 
have  so  lonjj  lived. 
I       Howard  C.  Gaines  first  attended  the  schools 
j  of  East  Hartford,  and  had  for  one  of  his  instructors 
I  Joseph  C).  Hurlburt,  who  was  a  renowned  educator 
I  in  his  time.    Later,  after  his  parents  rerr.oved  to 
j  Hartford,  he  was  a  pupil  at  the  Soutli  sciiool.  of 
I  which  Chauncev  Harris  was  the  princii^ai.    At  the 
age  of  fifteen  years  his  edticationa!  course  cnde;l, 
and  since  then  he  has  fought  his  own  way  through 
life.    Pie  was  first  employed  by  E.  P.  Kellogg,  a 
photographer ;  then  took  a  position  in  a  shoe  store, 
but  tv;o  years  later  the  firm  went  out  of  business ; 
and  he  entered  the  emj)lov  of  the  Citv  Fire  Insurance 
Co.    The  disastrous  fire  at  Chicago  in  1871  ruined 
this  compaii}'.  and  he  then  took  a  i)Osition  with  tb.e 
Orient  Fire  Insurance  Co..  and  with  it  remainetl 
until  failing  eyesight  compelled  him  to  relinquish 
i  cleric.'il  work'.    His  next  situation  was  with  George 
W  .  Williams       Co..  wlifdesale  druggists,  as  trav- 
eling salesman  and  collector.     He  Iield  this  situation 
eight  \-ears.  and  was  then  oiTered  a  better  ])osilii'n 
with  1).  W.  Williams  &  Co..  of  ( jlastonburw  and 
tra\eleil  through    Connecticut.  Rhode    Islantl  and 
l)art  of  .Massachusetts.    Later  he  accepted  a  ■^itua- 
,  tion  with  (  .  L.  Jones  «S:  Co.,  of  Btiston.  and  was 
with  that  firm  ek  veil  vtars. 

Mr.  (iinnc;  first  married,  Mav  15.  1877,  [\Iiss 
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U<>\c  C.  SiK'UCvT.  a  native  of  .Manolu'skr,  ami  a 
tiauglitcr  ol  li.  and    l  lan  iel      W'il'iia'.ns  j 

Spencer,  lo  wiiieii  union  were  born  iw.i  cliililren: 
Ivaynionil  S.,  now  in  ihe  employ  of  I.".  S.  IWWi  & 
Co..  of  iiarifin\i;  and  Anlun-  1  [.,  who  is  attending' 
tlie  -I'-ast  ikirtford.  High  Sciioul.  Airs.  Jessie  L.. 
tiaines  passed  away  Feb.  lO,  it<[)4.  and  on  Jmie  17, 
i8y5,  Liaines  married  Miss  .Mary  E.  Gr!S\v<;.''.'., 
aiso  a  native  of  .Nianc;ie.-ter,  and  a  daughter  of  -id- 
ward  liubbard  and  Harriet  (^W  hiieJ  drisv/oid. 

Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Gaines  are  active  memln  rs  of  the 
First  Congregational  Church  ;  llic  two  sons  also 
belong  to  the  Church,  and  are  proininenily  con- 
nected v.  ith  tile  Christian  Endeavor  Society. 

Raymond,  llie  oldest  son,  was  marricil  April  4, 
J900,  to  Flelen  J.  Williams,  "'a  most  estimable  young 
lady,"  daugluer  of  .\rthur  J.  W'iliiams,  formeriv  of 
Windham,  "now  of  this  town."  y^r.  Gaines  iueu 
only  seventeen  days  after  marriage,  having  died  on 
the  2ist  from  pneumonia,  and  was  burieel  the  _'4l:i. 
'Jdie  sad  blow  came  as  a  shock  to  the  entire  com- 
numity. 

JrVMES  BAKER  \VILLL\^rS.  In  studying- 
ihe  lives  and  ciiaracter  of  prominent  and  prosp^-rous 
men  we  are  naturally  led  to  inquire  into  the  secret 
of  their  success,  and  the  motives  that  have  prompted 
their  action.  Success  is  a  question  of  genius,  as 
held  by  man}-,  but  is  it  not  rather  a  matter  of  ex- 
perience and  soimd  judgment?  For  when  we  trace 
the  career  of  those  who  stand  highest  in  public  es- 
teem we  hnd  in  nearlv  every  case  that  tliey  are 
those  who  have  risen  gradual!}",  figliting  their  own 
way,  in  the  face  of  all  opposition.  Self-reliance, 
conscientiousness,  energy,  honesty — these  are  the 
traits  of  character  that  insure  the  highest  emolu- 
ments and  greatest  success.  To  these  may  we  at- 
tribute the  success  that  has  crowned  the  efforts  of 
J.  B.  \\'illian'is,  a  well-known  manufacturer  of 
Glastonbury,  Connecticut. 

^Mr.  Williams  was  born  in  Lebanon,  Xew  Lon- 
don Co.,  Conn.,  Feb.  2,  1818,  a  son  of  Solomon  and 
Martha  (Baker)  Williams.  On  the  paternal  side 
he  traces  his  ancestrv  back  to  Robert  Williams,  a 
native  of  Norwich,  England,  who  arrived  in  Rox- 
bury,  Mass.,  in  1638,  and  was  made  a  freeman  the 
same  year.  In  England  he  married  Elizabeth 
Stalham,  who  died  in  1674,  aged  eighty  years,  and 
for  his  second  wife  he  married  ■Martha  Story,  who 
died  in  1708,  aged  ninety-two.  He  died  Sept.  i, 
1693,  aged  eighty-six  years.  By  his  first  marriage 
he  had  three  sons:  Samuel,  born  in  1632;  Isaac, 
born  in  1638,  and  Stephen  born  in  1644. 
The  eldest  inherited  the  homestead  which  is  still 
owned  and  occupied  by  his  descendants.  Thomas 
Williams  graduated  at  Oxford,  England,  in  1673. 
Oliver  Cromwell  (the  Protector  and  Pretender), 
according  to  Rev.  AL  Russell,  LL.  D.,  and  other 
writers,  was  a  Williams,  and  assumed  the  name  of 
Cromwell,  the  family  signing  themselves  "Crom- 
well, alias  V/illiams,"  down  to  the  reign  of  James  I. 


Isaac  Williams,  the  second  son  of  Rt'beri, 
located  in  .\ewlon,  .Mass.,  and  was  one  of  the 
founders  and  first  deacons  of  the  Congregational 
Church  in  that  town.  Jle  married  (^lirst)  .\lariha 
i'arke,  a  daughter  of  Hr.  William  Parivc,  and  liieir 
!  children  were  Isaac,  be>rn  in  KjOl  ;  2\lartha.  i(j03; 
i  William,  1665;  'John,  lOO-;  J'deazer,  iCOtj;  and 
Thomas,  1O73.  For  his  seccind  wile  he  married 
Judith  Cooper,  by  wiiom  he  had  throe  children: 
Peter,  born  in  lOSo;  Sarah,  i(:88;  and  Jiphraim,  !0.)i. 

(HJ  )  Rev.  W  illiarii  Wilhams,  the  second  son 
of  Deacon  Isaac  W  ili'ams,  of  Newton,  was  gradu- 
ated at  liarvard  Coiiegc  in  1O83,  and  in  1C.S5  ]_)jc;inic 
pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church  in  iiaiiield, 
Mass.,  where  he  remained  as  such  for  fiitv-six 
years.  In  1686  he  married  Elizabeth  Co. ton.  bv 
whom  he  had  three  children:  Rev.  Wiiliam,  (jf 
\\"eston,  born  in  lOSS;  ]\Iartha,  born  in  lu'jo;  arid 
Rev.  Elisha,  born  in  1694,  wh.o  made  his  home  in 
i  Newington,  Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  for  a  time,  and 
later  was  rector  or  president  of  Vale  College.  In 
1C99  Rev.  \\  illiams  married,  for  his  second  wife. 
Christian,  daughter  of  Rev.  Solomon  Stoddard,  of 
Northampton,  Mass.,  and  to  them  \^•ere  born  three 
children:  Solomon,  in  1701  ;  Israel,  in  1709;  ai:d 
Dorothy,  in  1713.  The  father  of  this  family  died 
j  in  Hatfield,  IMass.,  in  1741.  Rev.  Solomon  Will- 
1  iams  was  own  cousin  to  Jonathar.  Edwards,  at  one 
time  president  of  Princeton  College,  and  a  volum- 
inous writer. 

(IV'j  Rev.  Solomon  ^^'illiams,  D.  D.,  the  elder 
son  by  th.e  second  union,  was  pastor  of  the  First 
I  Church  in  Lebanon,  Conn.,  for  fifty-four  years.  He 
j  w-as  married,  in  1723,  to  ]\Iary,  daughter  of  Judge 
1  Samuel  Porter,  of  Hatfield,  Mass.,  and  to  them  were 
born  the  following  children:  (i)  Solomon,  born  in 
1725,  died  soon  after  graduating  from  Yale  College 
in  1743.  (2)  Rev.  Eliphalet,  D.  D.,  born  m  i7-7> 
died  in  1803,  after  liaving  served  fifty-six  vears  as 
pastor  of  the  chtirch  in  East  Hartford,  Conn.  His 
son  Solomon  was  called  to  the  church  of  his  great- 
grandfather, Solomon  Stoddard,  and  was  pastor  of 
th.e  same  for  over  fifty  years.  (3)  Ezekiel — father 
of  Thomas  S.,  chief  justice  of  C'onnecticut :  Rev. 
Samuel  P.,  of  Newburyport,  IMass. ;  and  IMajor 
John,  of  Wcthersfield — was  born  in  1729,  and  died 
at  his  home  in  Wcthersfield,  Conn.,  in  1818.  (4) 
William,  born  in  1731,  was  for  about  forty  sessions 
i  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  Legislature ;  town 
clerk  of  Lebanon  many  years  ;  and  in  1776  a  member 
of  the  Continental  Congress  and  Signer  of  the  Dec- 
laration of  Independence.  He  married  I\[ary  Trum- 
bull, daughter  of  George  Jonathan  Trumbull,  who 
was  governor  of  Connecticut  during  the  Revolu- 
tion. (5)  Mary,  born  in  1733,  married  Richard 
Salter,  of  IMansfield,  Conn.  (6)  Thomas,  born  in 
1735,  is  mentioned  more  fully  below.  (7)  Chris- 
tain,  born  in  1738,  married  John  Salter,  of  I\Tan5- 
field.  (8)  Eunice,  born  in  1745,  married  Rev.  Tim- 
othv  Stone,  of  Goshen  parish,  in  l^cbnnon.  and  died 
in  Cornwall,  Conn.,  in  1S36,  aged  ninety-one  years. 
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(\'")  Dr.  'rhciinas  W  illiauiS,  the  youngest  soil  of 
l\ev.  boluiiK'H,  and  a  graduate  ol  Yale  College  and 
oi  the  Vale  .Medical  School,  was  a  physician,  and 
lived  on  liis  lather's  homestead,  dying-  there  in  1S19. 
He  married  Ivebecca  Weils,  of  East  Hartford,  a 
lineal  descendant  of  Thomas  W  ells,  an  earlv  gov- 
ernor of  Connecticut,  and  tlieir  only  children  were 
Solomon  and  ?iJary  (twins),  born  in  17S3.  The 
latter  never  married,  and  died  at  the  home  of  her 
brother  in  East  Hartford,  in  1831. 

Solomon  Williams,  the  son,  was  the  father 
of  our  subject.  He  died  in  ^.lancliester,  Conn.,  in 
1S75,  ^ig^J  ninety-two  years.  In  1S06  he  married 
IMartha  Baker,  of  Brooklyn,  Conn.,  and  to  them 
■were  born  children  as  follows :  Rebecca  Wells, 
born  in  1807,  married  Rev.  Story  Hebbard,  and 
<iied  in  Beirut,  Syria,  in  1840;  he  was  stationed  on 
the  island  of  Malta,  she  in  the  Syrian  Mission. 
Thomas  Scott,  born  in  1S12,  was  a  civil  engineer; 
in  184G  he  married  Ellen  Goodwin,  of  East  Hart- 
ford, and  he  died  in  1S75,  leaving  four  children. 
Samuel  Porter,  born  in  1814,  was  a  merchant  and 
banker  for  many  years  in  Lima,  Ind.  He  married 
(first)  Lydia  Hume  and  (second)  her  sister,  Isa- 
bella Hume,  who  both  died  before  him,  and  he  died 
in  California,  ]\Iarch  31,  1897,  leaving  four  children. 
Sarah  Trumbull,  born  in  1816,  married  Edwin 
Robinson,  of  Brooklyn,  Conn.,  a  direct  descendant 
of  John  Robinson,  of  Leyden,  and  had  three  chil- 
dren; he  died  Feb.  8,  18S1,  she  on  ]\Iarch  12,  1900. 
James  Baker,  our  subject,  is  next  in  the  order  of 
birth.  George  Wells,  born  in  1820,  married  IMartha 
Woodbridge,  of  Manchester,  Conn.,  by  whom  he 
had  one  son,  Charles  S.,  of  Hartford.  William 
Stuart,  born  in  1822,  wedded  ]Mary  Edwards  Good- 
win, of  East  Hartford,  and  was  for  over  forty 
years  associated  in  business  with  our  subject;  he  and 
his  wife  both  died  recently,  leaving  four  children. 
John  Albert,  born  in  1S24,  was  a  civil  engineer,  for 
some  vears  employed  on  the  Boston  Water  Works, 
and  later  in  contracting  on  the  railroad  from  Gal- 
veston north  to  Austin,  Texas  ;  he  was  married  in 
Texas  to  Caroline  Sherman,  and  died  in  Galveston 
of  yellow  fever,  in  1866,  leaving  one  son,  Albert 
Sidney.  Solomon  Stoddard,  born  in  1826  in  Leb- 
anon, died  in  ^Manchester,  Conn.,  in  1847.  Martha 
Huntington,  born  in  1828  in  East  Hartford,  was 
married  in  1862  to  Bryan  E.  Hooker,  a  lineal  de- 
scendant of  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker,  the  first  minister 
of  Hartford;  he  died  in  188S,  leaving  three  childreTi. 
Mrs.  Hooker  is  still  living. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  a  daughter  of 
Dr.  Joseph  Baker,  of  Brooklyn,  Conn.,  a  neighbor 
of  Gen.  Israel  Putnam,  who,  when  news  came  of  the 
battles  of  Concord  and  Lexington,  in  1775,  at  once 
raised  a  regiment  of  soldiers.  Dr.  Baker  going  with 
him  to  Boston,  as  surgeon  of  the  regiment.  Her 
mother  was  a  granddaughter  of  Rev.  M.  Devotion, 
^f  Suffield,  and  daughter  of  the  Rev.  _  Ebenezer 
Devotion,  of  Scotland  parisli,  Windham.  Conn.  Two 
of  Mrs.  Williams'  brothers  were  officers  in  the 


!  L'nitcil  States  army,  having  enlisted  during  the  war 
i  of  181J.  Capt.  James  Baker  continued  in  tlie  ser- 
,  vice  until  disabled  by  illness,  while  the  other,  Col. 
I  Rufus  L.  Baker,  remained  until  about  iSoi,  when  he 
j  resigned  rather  than  obey  orders  from  Secreiary 
i  of  War  Jellcrson  Davis,  requiring  tlie  scjiding  m/ 
arms  and  ammunition  to  Southern  arsenals  and 
i  forts. 

j  (\  D)  James  B.  Williams,  our  subject,  was  born 
in  1818,  at  Lebanon,  in  the  house  occupied  by  his 
great-grandfather  fifty-four  vears.  by  his  grand- 
father eighty-four  years,  and  bv  his  father  foriy- 
si.x  years,  lie  acquired  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Lebanon,  East  Hartford  and  Hartford, 
and  attended  the  East  Hartford  Academy  for  two 
terms.  Among  his  teachers  were  1\  L.  \\'right  and 
his  assistant,  N.  W.  Spencer,  and  a  iMr.  Knox. 
In  early  life  he  lived  for  one  summer  with  iMrs. 
Benjamin  Ulmstead,  in  East  Hartford,  where  he  did 
all  kinds  of  work  that  a  boy  could  do,  one  of  his  oc- 
cupations being  to  drive  several  cows  ro  the  pasture. 
In  tlie  spring  of  1832  he  left  tlie  Stone  school  on 
Dorr  (now  ^Market)  street,  Hartford,  and  went  as 
a  farm  boy  to  live  with  Deacon  Horace  Pitkin,  of 
^ilanchester,  witli  whom  he  spent  two  summers, 
and  who  taught  him  how  to  work  and  to  do  it 
easily,  which  knowledge  has  been  of  great  benefit 
to  him  in  later  years. 

In  the  spring  of  1834  ]Mr.  Williams  entered  th.e 
employ  of  F.  &  H.  C.  W'oodbridge,  nephev/s  of 
Deacon  Pitkin,  as  clerk  in  their  store  on  ^Manchester 
Green,  and  retained  that  position  for  over  four 
years,  receiving-  only  $25  the  first  year,  and  $35  the 
second.  Feeling  tlie  need  of  a  more  thorough  edu- 
cation, he  made  it  a  rule,  after  closing  the  store  at 
nine,  to  study  until  eleven  in  the  evening,  and  to  risi 
at  five  in  the  morning  and  studv  until  time  to  open 
the  store.  This  practice  he  followed  for  many  years, 
and  as  one  of  the  partners  was  an  apothecary,  hav- 
ing a  well-stocked  department  in  that  line,  the  young 
man  soon  learned  to  put  up  physicians'  prescrip- 
tions and  to  compound  their  preparations,  spending 
much  of  his  leisure  time  and  evenings  in  studying 
chemistry.  The  knowledge  of  that  science,  thus 
obtained,  has  proven  invaluable  in  his  present  busi- 
ness. In  1838,  when  F.  Woodbridge,  senior  mem- 
ber of  the  firm,  moved  away,  his  partner,  C.  G. 
Keeney,  offered  our  subject  a  half-interest  in  the 
business,  and  the  name  was  changed  to  Keeney  & 
W'illiams.  In  1840  he  sold  his  share  in  the  busi- 
ness, with  the  exception  of  the  drug  department, 
to  the  late  Christopher  .V.  Wo(xlbridge,  and  then 
formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother,  George  W. 
Vv'illiams.  In  connection  with  their  regular  drug 
business  they  commenced  manufacturing  a  variety 
of  compounds,  such  as  all  apothecaries  sell,  but 
few  make.  While  in  Manchester  Mr.  Williams  be- 
came convinced  that  there  was  a  great  and  iiicreas- 
sing  demand  for  a  better  quality  of  shaving  soap 
than  could  then  be  had.  and  he  began  a  series  of  ex- 
periments, hoping  to  produce  it.    These  were  con- 
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linucJ  lor  over  two  years,  small  quantities  being 
UKulc  and  given  lo  neighlnirs  an.l  Iriemls  to  lest. 
Alter  fiiuling  that  the  same  (jualitv  could  be  pro- 
duced every  time  it  was  [lut  on  the  market,  wiili  tlic 
name  of  ■■\\'illiam>"  t.ienuine  ^'ankee  Soajx"  Its 
superior  (ju.aliiy  and  peculiar  name  ^oon  brought  it 
into  notice,  and  its  reputation  led  manv  other  soa.p 
manufacturers  to  imitate  its  form  and  to  use  its 
trade  mark.  Inn'tations  were  made  in  Xcw  York, 
Philadelphia,  Rochester,  Chicago,  and  other  places, 
scores  of  them,  compelling  Williams  Brothers  to 
bring  suits  at  law  to  maintain  their  trade  marks, 
yet  securing  injunctions  in  cverv  suit  Ihev  com- 
menced. 1  his  business  was  continued  in  }ilanches- 
ter  until  1847,  \vhen,  liaving  dividetl  the  business 
with  his  brother,  our  subject  moved  to  Glastonbury, 
where  he  liad  rented  from  his  father-in-law,  tlie  late 
David  Hubbard,  a  small  gristmill,  and  here  he  con- 
tinued to  manufacture  shaving  soap  and  a  few  other 
articles.  After  a  year  or  more  another  brother, 
the  late  W  illiam  S.  W  illiams,  joined  him  in  busi- 
ness, and  the  name  was  changed  to  James  B.  \\'ill- 
iams  &  Co.,  remaining  such  until  18S5,  when  a 
joint-stock  companv  was  formed  under  the  laws  of 
the  State  of  Connecticut,  known  as  the  J.  B.  W'ill- 
ianis  Company.  Of  this  corporation  James  B. 
Williams  is  president ;  his  son,  David  W.  Williams, 
vice-president ;  his  nephew,  George  G.  Williams, 
treasurer  ;  and  his  son,  Samuel  H.  Williams,  chetnist. 
The  gristmill  used  by  'Sir.  Williams  on  coming  to 
Glastonbury,  in  1847,  afforded  less  than  2,500 
square  feet  of  floor  space,  while  the  company  now 
use  about  100,000  square  feet,  or  forty  times  as 
much.  They  have  customers  in  every  city  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada,  also  in  London,  England, 
and  Sydney,  Australia,  France,  Germany,  Russia, 
and  South  Africa,  and  much  is  sold  in  the  East 
Indias,  South  America  and  Mexico.  In  this  State 
tliere  is  probably  not  a  manufacturer  whose  product 
is  used  by  as  many  different  persons  or  has  for  years 
occupied  as  distinctive  a  position  on  account  of  its 
excellence, as  Williams'  Yankee  Shaving  Soap.  After 
almost  sixty  years  of  business,  although  commenc- 
ing with  borrowed  capital,  Mr.  A\'illiams  can  say 
that  no  clieck  or  note  bearing  his  signature  has 
ever  been  dishonored  or  protested ;  every  claim  has 
been  paid  in  full :  no  customer  has  ever  been  lost 
unless  going  out  of  business ;  and  with  scarcely  in 
-exception  his  sales  have  always  been  greater  each 
year  than  the  year  previous.  He  is  also  president 
of  the  Williams  Brothers  ^Manufacturing  Co.,  of 
Glastonbury,  and  of  tlie  \'ermont  Farm  [Maclnne 
Co.,  of  Belkjws  Falls,  Vermont. 

In  1845  Mr.  Wiiliarjs  married  ^liss  Jerusiia  M. 
Hubbard,  eldest  daughter  of  David  Hubbard,  of 
Glastonlnn-y.  Slie  was  born  there  May  5,  1825,  and 
died  Nov.  20,  1866,  her  remains  being  interred  in 
the  Glastonbury  cemetcrv.  B\'  tnis  utiion  there 
were  six  children:  (  i  )  Marv  b'.llen  is  at  home  with 
her  father.  (  2  )  David  Wiilard  v.as  married,  ( )ct. 
23,  1876,  to  Helen  I'enfield  Rankin,  daughter  of 


i  Rev.  S.  Ci.  \\  .  Rankin,  and  thev  liavc  five  chil- 
I  dren,  Helen  Louise,  born  in  1878;  James  W  iilard. 
I  1885:  Mildred.  1887:  ]\uth  Clarissa,  i8i)0;  and  Isa- 
i  belle  Stoddard,  181J4.  (3)  Martha  J'.aker  is  at 
1  home.  1,4)  Jessie  kdizalx'th  is  the  wife  of  Henry 
1".  Welch,  of  Charleston,  S.  C.  (5)  James  Stod- 
d;ird  was  married,  Aug.  4,  1887,  to  Katlierine  I'hil- 
lijis  Llarke,  daughter  of  Judge  R.  L.  B.  Clarke, 
of  Washington,  and  they  have  four  children,  Kaih.- 
erine  ."^toddard,  born  -in  i88y;  Ilelen  Devotion, 
1891;  Percy  Ihmtington,  1804:  and  Edith  Clarke. 
1896.  (6)  Sanuiel  Hubbard  was  married,  Jan. 
Q,  r889.  to  T^'rances  Ann  Scudder,  daughter  of  Rev. 
William  Scudder,  D.  D.,  a  missionarv  in  India, 
and  they  have  three  children,  Carrol  Scudder,  born 
in  1S90;  Frances  Rosseau,  iSgi  ;  and  ^tlartha  Hunt- 
ngton,  1896.  ^Ir.  Williams  was  again  married, 
his  second  union  being,  in  1S69,  with  Miss  Julia 
Elizabeth  Hubbard,  a  younger  sister  of  his  lirst 
wife,  and  a  daughter  of  David  and  Jerusha  (Hollis- 
ter)  Hubbard.  For  many  years  the  names  of  Hub- 
bard and  Hollister  were  the  most  numerous  and 
prominent  in  Glastonbury.  The  first  of  the  Hub- 
bard familv  to  locate  in  that  town  was  George, 
who  settled  there  when  it  formed  a  i)art  of  Wetl;- 
ersfield,  and  from  whont  many  of  the  name  in  that 
and  other  towns  liave  descended.  Mrs.  Williams 
was  born  in  Glasl(>nbury  May  10,  1839,  and  by  her 
marriage  to  our  subject  has  become  the  mother  of 
tu-o  children:  Anne  Shelton,  at  home;  and  Richard 
Solomon,  who  is  attending  Amherst  College. 

]Mr.  Williams  is  now  practicallv  living  retired, 
though  he  may  be  found  in  his  cftice  almost  daily, 
attending  to  some  business.  His  activit}-  for  one  of 
his  age  is  certainlv  remarkable,  and  not  one  in  ten 
thousand,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two,  has  his  elasticity 
of  step.  His  mind  is  as  clear  as  it  was  forty  years 
ago,  and  his  memory  is  remarkably  good.  Since 
1886  he  has  been  spending  his  winters  in  the  South, 
mostlv  in  Leesburg,  Fla.  He  is  a  man  of  rei^ular 
habits,  takes  exercise  daily,  hoes  in  the  garden,  ana 
does  other  light  work  about'  his  splendid  home  and 
grounds.  He  has  never  used  tobacco  or  liquor,  and 
to  these  habits  may  be  attributed  his  excellent 
health.  When  a  bov  of  nine  years  he  signed  the 
temperance  pledge,  and  has  never  broken  it.  He 
seldom  allows  a  day  to  i)ass  but  what  he  attends 
to  business  of  some  kind  in  his  office,  and  his  advice 
is  often  sought  on  business  matters,  h;s  years  of 
experience  making  his  opinions  very  valualile. 
There  is  no  kinder,  or  more  approachable  and  un- 
assuming man  in  the  town  than  Mr.  Williams. 

Our  subject  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Gen.  W.  H.  Harrison  in  1840,  and  his  three  brothers 
supported  the  same  candidate.  1  ie  rem.nined  a  W  hig 
until  the  organization  of  the  Repuhlic;m  parte, 
when  he  joined  its  ranks,  and  has  since  been  one 
of  its  stanch  supporters.  He  was  elected  to  the 
Lower  House  of  the  State  Legislature  in  18^13  and 
iS()4,  and  dm-ing  his  first  term  was  a  member  of 
the  committee  on  Education;  during  the  seccjud  he 
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was  a  iiK'Hiixr  of  llic  ooniraiuoo  on  Engrossed  Hills, 
i'rior  lo  ihis  ho  ha. I  several  times  declineil  to  iie- 
como  a  candidate  for  that  office,  and  later  refused 
a  rc-noniir.ation.  W  iiile  a  resident  of  ^fancheslcr 
he  t^erved  as  recorder  of  \'oters  dnriui;  the  existence 
of  that  office.  At  liie  a,i;e  of  eii^hteen  h.e  enlisted 
in  the  l^ast  llariford  Artillery  L\inij';i;iv,  which 
was  coniiiosed  of  very  ahle-hodicvl  nun.  trained  one 
(lav.  and  was  chosen  corporal;  Imt  as  his  duties  as 
an  apothecary  required  his  daily  attention,  and 
would  exempt  him  from  military  duty,  ho  resigned 
his  office  and  connoctie>n  with  the  company,  giving 
his  cap.  sword  and  uniform  to  a  substitute. 

In  1S38  Mr.  Williams  united  with  the  Fu'st  Con- 
gTogational  (."hurch  in  Manchester,  and  in  184S  vvas 
received  into  the  hirst  Cliurch  of  Christ,  in  Cdas- 
lonhtiry.  He  was  chosen  deacon  of  the  latter  church 
in  1850.  and  has  hiled  that  office  continu.ouslv  since. 
He  lakes  a  verv  active  and  prominent  ])art  in  cliurch 
work,  and  his  place  in  the  congregation  would  ho 
liard  to  fill.  He  is  a  memlier  of  the  Connecticut 
Jii^lorical  Society,  the  Connecticut  Congregational 
Chih.  the  Harrison  \'eteran  Club,  the  GolkI  Temp- 
lars, and  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution.  Mr. 
Williams  has  the  greatest  respect  possible  shown 
to  him  on  all  occasions,  and  by  every  one.  He  is 
a  man  about  wdiom  there  can.not  be  truthfully  said 
anything  but  good;  many  of  liis  kind  and  extremelv 
generous  acts  have  been  hidden  from  the  public, 
and  those  that  have  become  known  have  been  told 
of  by  tlie  recipient.  Xo  man  could  hand  down  to 
posterity  a  cleaner,  better  record,  as  a  useful  man 
wliose  influence  has  alwavs  been  for  good. 

ELIJAH  DA-.XFORTH  ABRA^IS  is  a  leading 
milk  dealer  and  representative  citizen  of  \\'est  Hart- 
ford, his  home  being  at  Foote's  Corners. 

Mr.  Abrams  was  born  in  Duanesburg,  X.  Y., 
Oct.  27.  i860,  a  son  of  J.  Danforth  Abrams.  also 
a  native  of  Duanesburg.  where  he  spent  the  greater 
part  of  liis  life,  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  was  one  of  the  boys  in  blue  whose  life  was 
sacrificed  on  the  altar  of  his  country  during  the 
Civil  war.  serving  as  a  meml-»er  of  a  X'ew  York 
regiment  of  infantry,  and  died  at  F^ortrcss  Tslonroe, 
\  a.,  in  1864.  He  married  [Miss  Susan  Ladd,  a  sister 
of  George  W.  Ladd,  of  Bloomfield.  Conn.,  and  to 
them  were  l)orn  tv.o  sons:  Alva  E..  now  a  physi- 
cian of  Hartford,  Conn.,  with  office  at  Xo.  78,  High 
street ;  and  Eli  jah  D.,  our  subject.  The  paternal 
gfrandjiarents  of  our  subject  were  Elnathan  and 
Anna  (  Strong)  Abrams.  farming  people  of  Duanes- 
burg-. X.  Y.,  where  the  former  died  in  1S61. 

Elijah  D.  Abrams  attended  the  i)i'.blic  schools 
of  In's  nati\e  town,  where  he  obtained  a  g(jod  prac- 
tical education.  When  his  school  day>  were  over  he 
clerked  for  the  firm  of  C"hene_\-  &  Heulett.  builders 
of  Brooklyn,  X.  Y.,  and  siil)sequently  worked  in 
the  locomotive  works  at  Schenectady.  X.  Y..  for 
tlirce  years,  after  wliich  he  engaged  in  farming  in 
Duanesburg  fi.r  the  same  length  of  time,    in  .\i)ril, 


1800.  lie  came  to  West  Hartford.  H.artfordi  Co., 
Ciinn..  and  located  c>n  the  J.  T>.  .(Jriswold  farm,  at 
I'oote's  Cornels,  wiiero  he  has  since  engagetl  m  the 
milk  business  with  a  fair  degree  of  success.  Ins 
patronage  being  quite  extensive.  Fraternally  lie 
is  a  member  of  the  Grange,  but  has  neither  time  nor 
inclination  for  |)u])lic  affairs,  lie  was  marrieii  in 
Charleston,  Moiitgomerv  Co..  X.  Y..  to  ^liss  Xettie 
B.  Conover,  and  iie  anxl  his  estimalilo  wife  have  made 
many  friends  during  their  residence  in  this  county. 

GEORGE  ED\\"ARD  CHURCHILL,  who  is 
now  representing  XT'wington  in  the  Stale  Legisla- 
ture, and  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  factors  in 
her  agricultural  circles,  is  a  man  whose  worth  and 
aliility  have  gained  him  success,  honor  and  jjublic 
confidence,  irie  was  born  Dec.  ii.  1858.  on  the  farm 
where  he  now  resides,  in  a  house  which  stood  just 
in  front  of  his  ]iresent  residence,  and  he  is  a  rep- 
j  resentative  of  an  old  prominent  Colonial  family. 
I  Three  branches  of  the  Churchill  familv  came  to 
I  America  a-t.  an  early  day  :  John,  of  I'iymou.th, 
[Mass.;  Josiah,  uf  Wethersrield,  Conn.;  and  Will. am, 
of  Manhattan,  X.  Y.  In  1604  Joseph  Churchill, 
son  of  Josiah.  gave  a  deed  for  land  sold  which  is 
sliil  in  the  possession  of  the  family,  and  the  ink  is 
as  black  as  it  was  the  day  , the  document  was  written. 

Our  subject  traces  his  ancestrv  back  to  his  great- 
great-grandfather,  Capt.  Charles  CFurchill.  of  Revo- 
utionary  fame,  who  was  born  in  1723.  Gen.  Wash- 
ington and  his  stalt  were  quartered  in  the  old 
Churchill  homestead  for  some  time,  and  the  Gen- 
eral's horses  were  kept  in  John  Rowley's  barn,  w  h.ch 
W'as  recendy  destroyed  b_\'  fire.  The  ancestors  of 
our  subject  furnished  shoes  and  provisions  for  the 
Continental  army,  and  the  old  tan  vats,  where  the 
leather  was  prepared  for  the  shoes,  still  stand,  near 
the  old  homestead,  which  has  now  crumbled  to  the 
ground.  To  this  family  belonged  Silas  Churclnll. 
who  in  1805.  at  Windham.  Greene  Co..  X.  Y..  de- 
livered a  masterly  serniiin.  which  was  heartilv  en- 
dorsed by  the  J 'resbyter}-,  and  they  desired  the 
same  lo  l)e  printed. 

The  gTcat-grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Sam- 
uel Churchill,  and  the  grandfather  was  Chislew 
Churchill,  who  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Xewington  Dec.  7,  I77y.  and  was  a  shoemaker  by 
trade.  The  latter  was  married,  March  31,  i8of),  to 
]Miss  Cylinda  Hurlburt,  of  Portland,  Conn.  Their 
son.  Samuel  Seymour  Churchill,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  on  the. homo  farm  J<"eb.  28.  1823,  in 
the  same  house  where  our  subject's  birth  occurred. 
He  followed  the  occu[)ation  of  farming  throughout 
life,  and  lived  in  the  old  homestead  with  his  son 
until  his  death,  .\pril  2,  Kjoo.  (Jii  Xov.  i  i,  i8jf),  he 
married  Mis.s  Louisa  Hunt,  and  lo  them  v,ere  burn 
t\\  o  children.  J  lenry  Dwiglit  CT.urchill ,  the  elder, was 
bfjrn  .May  5,  1849,  'i'"!  '■'^  mnv  engaged  in  the 
bakery  business  in  Cairo.  .\.  ^'.  The  father  is  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  is  honored  and  respected 
bv  all  who  know  him. 
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George  E.  Churchill,  the  suhjcct  of  this  review, 
sjxMit  iiis  bo>liood  on  ihe  farm,  auendetl  ihe  public 
schools  of  Newiiigtoii,  and  also  studied  at  home. 
At  one  tiiiic  it  was  h.ii  intention  to  enter  the  min- 
istry, Inu  later  he  eliani^ed  his  mind.  I'rom  i8So  to 
lSc^4  he  sueee?slull_v  (.n-aged  in  leaching-  in  the 
old  ■■Jleli"  scluiul,  which  was  bu.rn^el  in  iSSS.  On 
abandoning-  that  profession  he  turned  his  attention 
to  agriculture,  and  has  since  operated  the  liome 
farm  with  most  gratifying  resnlis.  JIc  has  erected 
thereon  a  large  eight-room  residence,  in  modern 
style  of  architecture,  and  has  also  built  a  large  barn 
and  made  many  other  in-iprovements  upon  the  place. 

On  Aug.  23.  iSSS,  :\lr.  Churchill  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Anna  ^lalinda  Wickham.  who 
Avas  born  in  Alanchester,  Conn..  ^larch  22,  1S67,  ^ 
daughter  of  William  and  Ann  S.  (Sanders)  Wick- 
liam,  of  Millstown.  They  now  have  two  children  : 
Almeron  Seymour,  who  was  born  July  27,  1SS9, 
and  is  attending-  the  Xewington  public  schools;  and 
Louisa  Ann,  born  Sept.  12,  1S9S. 

In  his  political  views  ^Ir.  Churchill  is  a  stanch 
Republican.  He  was  an  efficient  member  of  tlie 
board  of  school  visitors  for  six  years;  has  been 
registrar  of  electors  for  several  years,  and  is  now- 
serving  his  third  year  as  a  member  of  the  board  of 
relief.  At  the  urgent  request  of  his  many  friends 
he  accepted  the  nomination  for  representative  in 
189S,  and  in  November  of  that  year  was  elected  to 
the  State  Legislature,  bv  a  majority  of  sixty-eight, 
over  Shuball  H.  \\'happles,  of  Xewington  Junction, 
the  largest  majority  ever  given  to  a  Republican  in 
the  history  of  the  town.  He  lias  the  entire  con- 
fidence of  his  constituents,  and  is  now  ably  and 
satisfactorily  representing  his  district.  Fratcrally 
he  is  a  popular  member  of  Our  Brothers  Council,  No. 
41,  Sr.  O.  U.  A.  ]\L,  in  which  he  has  passed  all  the 
chairs,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  belonged  to  the 
Grange  until  it  disbanded.  They  hold  membership 
in  the  Congregational  Church,  and  Mr.  Churchill 
has  been  president  of  the  Christian  Endeavor  So- 
ciety. 

JAMES  CAMPBELL.  A..  ^L  D.  (de- 
ceased), was  for  manv  years  a  leading  physician 
of  Hartford,  and  the  following  memoir  will  be  of 
general  interest.  He  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Manchester,  Hartford  county,  ]\Iarch  14,  1S48,  son 
of  James  Campbell,  wh.o  was  a  native  of  New 
Hampshire,  coming  from  one  of  the  best  and  oldest 
families,  which  liad  its  rise  long  ago  in  the  High- 
lands of  Scotland.  They  early  settled  in  this  coun- 
try, and  participated  in  maii}-  of  the  early  struggles 
cf  the  colonists.  More  than  half  a  century  ago  the 
elder  James  Campbell  left  New  Hampshire  and 
came  to  Connecticut,  locating  in  the  town  of  Alan- 
chester. 

Dr.  Campbell  ciitcred  upcu  Iiis  jirofessiona! 
career  at  the  age  of  twenty-three,  having  received 
his  medical  education  at  the  College  of  I'hysicians 
and  Surgeons,  New  York  City,  and  the  Medical 


Department  of  the  Lniiversity  of  \'ermont.  He  hrst 
I  located  in  ^Minnesota,  and  later  went  to  J-^urope  to 
I  spend  a  year  and  a  half  in  ihc  hospitals  and  clinics 
\  of  pjcrlin,  Brague  and  \  ienna.  On  returning,  in 
I  1S74,  he  settled  in  Hartfon!.  where  his  abilitv  and 
i  >kill  v.-on  ])i-ompt  recognition.  For  nearly  hiteen 
'  years  lie  was  jM-esideiu  of  the  board  of  health,  and 
^  he  also  served  for  some  time  as  a  member  of  the 

Hartford  Hospital  staff.  In  j886  he  was  elected 
I  a  professor  in  llic  Medical  Department  of  Vale  Uni- 
i  versity,  and  in  ajiprecicuion  of  nis  work  the  uni- 
j  versitv  conferred  upon  him,  in  1891,  the  h.onornrv 
I  degree  of  M.  .\.  This  cliair  he  felt  called  upon  to 
I  resign  in  the  spring  of  1899,  retiring  with  the 
{  cordial  thanks  of  the  cor})oration  foi'  his  long  and 
I  excellent  service,  and  with  its  regret  that  he  could 
I  r.ot  remain  in  a  position  he  had  so  long  adorned. 
1  His  resignation,  however,  was  not  accepted,  and 
\  he  was  really  a  member  of  the  Facultv  until  his 
i  death. 

;        The  Doctor  fcund  time  in  the  midst  of  a  large 
!  and  growing  practice  to  devote  much  attention  to 
\  tlie  sanitary  conditions  of  his  adopted  city    He  be- 
i  came  deeply  interested  in  the  local  board  of  health 
!  at  the  time  th.at  Dr.  Chamberlain  had  so  much  to 
'  do  v,-ith  that  branch  of  our  government,  and  main- 
;  tained  his  close  connection  Avith  the  work.  When 
1  the  Blartford  board  was  reorganized  he  became  its 
i  president,  a  place  he  retained  to  the  time  of  his 
j  death.  'J"he  records  of  the  board  of  health  show  his 
I  v,-ide  and  deep  acquaintance  with  evcrthing  that  per- 
i  tains  to  tlie  welfare  of  the  city.   The  much-praised 
j  intercepting  sewer  was  largely  due  to  his  intelligent 
I  efforts.    He  saw,  with  others,  that  something  must 
j  be  done  with  the  little  river,  and  he  was  equal  to 
i  tlie  emergency  in  suggestion  and  execution, 
j        Next  to  his  interests  in  the  health  alTairs  of 
I  the  city  he  paid  careful  attention  to  the  Hartford 
[  Hospital.    The  Doctor  was  also  a  meinber  of  the 
I  City,  County,  State   and    National    Medical  So- 
cieties, and  contributed  many  valuable  papers  to 
their  publications.    The  interest  he  took  in  health 
affairs  made  him  a  member  of  the  health  associa- 
tion of  the  Lnited  States  and  Canada.    He  w-as 
also  a  member  of  the  New  York  .Vcademy  of  Medi- 
cine, and  of  the  Association  of  -\Iedical  Directors 
of  Life  Lisurance  Con-ipanies  of  the  L^nited  States 
and  Canada.    He  was  medical  director  of  the  ^-Etna 
Life  Insurance  Co.,  a  position  he  held  for  years, 
and  for  many  years  was  also  medical  examiner  of 
same.    He  had  also  many  financial  connections  with 
Hartford  institutions. 

Dr.  Cani]jbell  was  also  a  prominent  member  of 
the  Hartford  Club,  having  taken  a  great  interest  in 
that  organization.  He  was  a  thirty-second-degree 
Mason,  being  a  member  of  LaFayette  Lodge :  also 
belfjnged  to  Crescent  Lcjdge,  Knights  of  Pythias ; 
t(j  the  lodge  of  ( )dd  hY'ilows;  tr)  the  Sons  of  the 
American  Revdlulion;  and  ti)  the  Church  Club  of 
the  Episcopal  diocese. 

The  Doctor  was  a  man  of  generous  impulses 
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;iiul  warm-lioartccl.  In  a  qtiict.  unostenlations  way 
he  did  a  groat  ckal  of  good,  one  of  his  acts  in  this 
direction  being  to  assist  several  young  people  who 
<iesired  to  gain  an  education  in  accomplishing  their 
ol>KCi.  lie  ;i'aended  nian\-  crises  requiring  his  pro- 
fessional attendance  muler  pccu'iarlv  dihicult  cir- 
cumstances, an:ong  poor  people,  when  lie  l^new  that 
he  would  proliabl}-  never  receive  any  hnancial  re- 
turn for  his  etTorvs.  Tiie  knowledge  that  lie  had 
j-aved  a  life  was  sutticient  reward.  In  his  death, 
\vhich  occmred  Oct.  17,  1890,  at  his  home  in  Mart- 
ford,  the  city  lo>t  an  able  physician  and  Christian 
gentleman,  and  his  family  a  kind  husband  and 
father. 

On  Oct,  15,  1874,  Dr.  Campbell  married  ^Iis3 
Z^Iary  Cornelia,  youngest  daughter  of  William  C. 
Pettibonc,  a  respected  merchant  of  flartford.  and 
a  member  of  the  old  Simsbury  family  of  Petti- 
bones,  whose  history  in  Connecticut  goes  back  to 
Colonial  times.  Of  the  three  children  born  to  this 
union,  James  Xoel  H.  and  Grace  are  living  ;  one  son, 
James  ^Malcolm,  died  in  infancy.  The  Doctor's 
love  for  his  family  was  a  notable  feature,  and  one 
of  the  last  things  that  he  did  before  his  disease 
grew  critical  was  to  purchase  for  its  members  a 
cottage  at  Fenwick,  that  they  might  have  a  pleas- 
ane  summer  home,  tlx' ugh  he  knew  at  that  time  that 
he  himself  could  in  all  probability  never  live  to  en- 
joy it.  They  also  have  a  summer  liome  at  Xortii- 
wood,  New  Hampj?hire. 

JOHX  GEORGE  KEIDAJSCH,  a  successful 
agriculturist  of  the  town  of  Glastonbury,  is  the 
owner  of  an  attractive  farm  near  Addison,  and  he 
and  his  estimable  wife,  who  has  been  an  efticient 
aid  to  him,  may  well  find  satisfaction  in  the  home 
which  their  hard  toil  and  wise  management  have 
gained  for  them. 

Mr.  Kcidaisch  was  born  I\Iarch  10,  183 1,  in 
Wittenberg'-,  Germany,  son  of  Adam  and  Rosie 
(Autlingerj  Kcidaisch,  both  of  whom  lived  and 
died  at  Wittenberg.  His  fatlier  was  a  farmer  and 
butcher  by  occupation.  Our  subject  was  the  eldest 
of  three  children,  and  is  the  only  survivor,  the 
others,  Adam  and  Henry,  having  died  before  at- 
taining mature  age. 

As  a  boy  our  subject  attended  school  at  Witten- 
berg, the  law  compelling  children  tinder  fourteen 
to  be  sent  regularly,  but  after  that  age  he  assisted 
his  father  upon  the  farm.  \\'hen  twenty-five  years  old 
he  came  to  America,  the  voyage  in  a  sailing  vessel 
from  Havre  lasting  six  weeks.  He  landed  in  New 
York  with  but  five  dollars  in  his  pocket,  a  portion 
of  that  being  used  to  pay  his  fare  on  the  boat  to 
Hartford,  and  before  he  found  work  his  money 
was  almost  exhausted.  While  searching  for  em- 
ployment h.e  met  a  farmer  from  Glastonbury  named 
Fred  Duster,  who  owned  the  farm  now  occupied 
by  Henry  Potter,  and  v/as  looking  for  a  farm  hand. 
-\Ir.  Kcidaisch  liired  out  to  itim  for  a  year  at  small 
wages,  and  later  lie  worked  for  Kilbourne  Striek- 


I  land  at  eleven  dollars  a  luonth.  and  sjx^nt  two  years 
i  with  Seidell  1  louse  at  8130  a  year.    In  those  days, 
!  if  our  subject  made  a  trip  to  Hartford  he  went  on 
I  foot,  and  in  every  way  his  lot  was  a  hard  one;  but 
■  his   industry  and   economy  enabled   him  to  save 
sonxahing  each  year,  and  in  i8(>4  he  invested  his 
\  earnings  in  twenty-four  acres  of  land  formerly  be- 
longing to  John  Chapman.    This  he  has  improved, 
the  house  and  barn  having  been  thoroughly  re- 
j  modeled,  and  he  has  added  other  land  from  time  to 
;  time  until  he  now  owns  sixty  acres,  all  in  excellent 
!  condition.    He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  he 
:  and  his  family  attend  the  devotional  services  of  the 
I  "German  Society''  at  Glastonbury. 

On  Oct.  II,  1S63.  Kcidaisch  married  ?\Iis3 

Anna  Rummell,  v.iio  was  born  !March  22,  1S35,  in 
I  Saxe-Weimar,  Germany,  daughter  of  Adam  and 
I  Katherina  IMargaret  (Sinn)  Rummell.    She  came 
;  to  Am.erica  when  twenty-one  years  old,  and  on  first 
i  locating  in  East  Glastonbury  v.'as  employed  in  a 
j  boarding  liouse  where  she  did  the  housework  and 
1  washing  for  eight  people,  sometimes  rising  at  2 
!  o'clock  in  the  morning  to  beghi  her  day's  toil.  For 
I  this  she  received  only  two  dollars  per  week,  and  as 
;  prices  were  high  for  dry  goods  it  cost  her  many 
days  of  hard  labor  to  get  a  dress.    She  and  her  hus- 
band  began  housekeeping  on  a  limited  scale,  buying 
:  only  such  things  as  they  could  pay  cash  for,  and  this 
practice  has  been  continued  to  the  present.  Their 
children  have  been  reared  to  liabits  of  industry 
and  thrift,  and  all  were  given  a  practical  education 
in  the  schools  of  Addison.    ( i )    John  born  Oct. 
i  I,  1866,  is  unmarried  and  is  employed  in  Hartford. 
!  (2)  Elizabeth,  born  Nov.  14,  1S68,,  married  Thomas 
J.  Tucker,  and  died  in  Addison.    They  had  two 
children,  Jessie  and  Lincoln.  (3)  Annie,  born  Nov. 
\  3,  1S70,  married  Paul  Kasche,  of  Hockanum,  and 
i  has  one  son,  Walter.    (4)  Fred  born  March  23, 
:  1872,  resides  in  Norwich.  (5)  Henry,  born  May  iS, 
i  1876,  was  employed  in  the  Addison  Mill  for  a  time, 
j  and  now  operates  the  home  farm. 
! 

!       PETER  J.  BRADLEY,  a  prominent  and  repre- 
!  sentative  agriculturist  of  the  town  of  East  Granby, 
residing  near  Granbv  Station,  was  born  Dec.  24. 
j  1857,  in  the  parish  of  Upper  Badoney,  County 
;  Tyrone,  Ireland,  and  is  a  son  of  Peter  and  iMary 
I  (McGarrety)  Bradley,  natives  of  the  same  parish, 
;  where  they  spent  their  entire  lives  as  well-to-do 
,  farming  people.      The  father  died  in   1897,  the 
mother  in  1874,  and  both  were  buried  in  Upper 
Badoney.      They  were   devout   members   of  the 
'  Catholic  Church,  and  highly  respected  by  all  who 
knew  them.    Of  the  eight  children  born  to  them 
only  three  are  now  living:    Bernard,  who  is  still 
a  resident  of  Ireland;  Margaret,  wife  of  IMichael 
Rogers,  also  of  that  country;  and  Peter  J.,  our  sub- 
ject. 

During  his  boyhood  Peter  J.  Bradley  attended 
the  national  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  ob- 
tained a  good  English  education.    He  also  studied 
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Latin,  preparatory  to  rmorin;^-  co!lci;\'.  1)Ul  receiv- 
ing an  invilalion  iwnn  his  maternal  nnele.  James 
Mc(iarrel_v,  now  a  well-kncjwn  citizen  of  TariifNille, 
_Conn.,  who  was  then  en-a-ed  in  larniing-  ni  the 
town  of  East  dianhy.  lo  visU  him.  our  >nl)ieci  left 
liis  home  ant!  aged  parents,  in  i8;'.v  <'it  the  age  of 
sixteen  years,  and  siaried  Inr  the  New  W  orld,  em- 
barking at  Londonderry,  Ireland,  on  ilie  steamer 
"Australia."  After  a  passage  of  nine  dax's,  he  set 
loot  on  the  sh.ores  of  liis  adopted  counirv.  From 
A'cw  \  ork  City,  he  itroceeded  at  once  lo  the  town 
of  East  Granby,  Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  and  being 
young,  strong  and  active,  he  soon  found  eniplov- 
ment  on  the  Xorthampton  division  of  the  Xew 
York,  New  Haven  &  Xorthampton  railroad,  with 
which  lie  was  connected  for  nearlv  two  years,  re- 
ceiving ?i.75  per  day.  The  following  three  years 
he  spent  on  the  farm  with  his  uncle,  .Mr.  .McLlar- 
rety,  and  he  then  started  out  for  himself,  operating 
farms  on  ^hares  in  the  town  of  East  Granby  for 
tliree  years.  ^Managing  to  save  a  little  money,  he 
bought  his  uncle's  place  of  one  hundred  acres,  and 
has  since  devoted  his  time  to  general  farming  and 
tobacco  raising  with  good  sticcess. 

Mv.  Bradley  is  a  whole-souled  man,  and  is 
highly  respected  by  all  classes  as  an  honest,  up- 
right and  industrious  man,  who  has  secured  for 
himself  a  comfortable  home  and  competence  bv  hard 
work  and  fair  dealing.  The  Republican  party  finds 
in  him  a  stalwart  supporter  of  its  principles,  and 
althottgh  well-qualified  for  the  position  he  has.  more 
than  once  refused  the  nomination  for  representative 
in  the  State  Legislature.  He  is  broad-nfinded  and 
liberal  in  his  views,  is  well-read,  and  keei)s  himself 
posted  on  current  events  and  the  leading  topics  of 
the  day.    In  religious  faith  he  is  a  Catholic. 

HOX.  CHAUXCEY  HOWARD,  late  lawyer 
and  city  official  of  Hartford  and  State  representa- 
tive, was  born  in  South  Coventry,  Tolland  Co., 
Conn.,  April  21,  1S12,  where  the  Howard  family 
had  resided  for  several  generations.  His  grandfa- 
ther, Xathan  Howard,  was  a  physician  of  high 
standing,  and  his  grandmother  was  a  sister  of  the 
celebrated  Xathan  Hale ;  his  fath.er  was  Jolm  How- 
ard, ^L  D.,  and  liis  mother  was  a  daughter  of  Jndge 
Jeremiah  Ripley,  also  a  promin.ent  resident  of  Tol- 
land county.  The  Howard  residence  was  on  South 
street,  where  HVjn.  Chauncev  and  his  brother.  John 
Ripley  Howard,  were  born,  th.e  latter  a  man  of 
remarkable  iiterarv  ai)ilitv  and  strong  mental  ijower, 
but  a  great  sufferer  from  acute  heart  disease,  from 
which  he  died  many  years  ago.  Besides  his  cousin. 
Miss  Ripley,  his  devoted  friend  and  nurse,  the  only 
surviving  near  relatives  of  Chauncev  Jloward  are 
her  sister,  Mrs.  Pen)ber,  and  her  brother,  Edward 
C,  formerly  a  lawver  of  high  re;<ule  in  .\'ew  Ycjrk 
City. 

Hon.'  Chauncev  Howard  sjjent  his  schor.l  days 
in  South  Coventry  and  I'lainville,  Conn.,  and  later 
attended  Amherst  College,  from  which  he  grad- 


j  ualed  with  the  class  of  1835,  the  laie  Xicholas  llar- 
I  ns,  of  Hartford.,  and  Henry  Ward  Beecher  ha\ing 
I  graduated  therefrom  the  previous  vear.  Mr.  How- 
'  aril  then  studied  law  with  Charles  (.'h;ipman.  and 

in  the  olfice  of  Gov.  \\  .  W".  Idlsworth.  wiien  tlie 
i  laie  Senator  ■] )ixon  was  the  ljo\ernor"s  law  ]iart- 
j  ner.  He  was  admitted. to  the  Hartford  Conntv  liar 
!  in  t83().  but  two  years  later  was  ajijviinted  clerk  of 
j  the  Superior  Court  of  Hartford  coimty,  and  held 
I  the  pi.^sition  i-T  twenty-five  vears,  at  succe-^>i\e 
I  periods,  mitil  he  resigned  in  1875  and  returned  te) 
:  Coventry,  b'or  a  time  he  was  editor  of  the  Ihrri- 
j  jonl  Couraitt.  was  a  meml.ier  of  the  House  fojni 

Hartford  in  1874,  and  of  the  Senate  in  1875.  from 
j  the  old  Twenty-first  district,  and  again  in  1877  w  as 
I  member  of  Assembly  from  Coventry.  In  i87(;-yi 
i  he  was  State  comptroller,  and  or.e  of  his  first  acts, 
I  on  assuming  the  duties  of  this  office,  was  the  aj.i- 
:  jx'iniment  of  \\'.  \\' .  Dibble  as  superintendent  of 
I  the  Capitol — a  position  'Sir.  Dibble  held  until  re- 
I  moved  bv  Xicholas  Staub.  comptroller,  wdiile  Lr.Z'.in 
I  B.  ]\lorris  was  governor. 

I        Hon.  Chauncey  Howard  was  of  stroiig  physique. 

j  was  dignified  and  reserved,  and  a  cotu-tly  gentle- 

I  man  of  the  old  school.  Although  he  did  not  seek 
society,  he  formed  many  strong  friendships  witii 
members  of  the  Bench  and  Bar,  among  whom  were 
the  late  Gov.  Hubbard,  Judge  D.  W'.  Pardee,  W.  D. 
Shipman  and  Xathaniel  Shipman,  Hon.  Henrv  C. 

j  Roliinson.  Hon.  Charles  W.  John.son,  .Senator  Eaton, 
Senator  Llawley.  and  many  other  personages  of 

i  distinction. 

Mr.  Howard  possessed  fine  literary  tastes,  and 
delighted  in  the  writings  of  the  British  essavisls. 
His  character,  like  his  tastes,  \vas  pure,  clear  and 
beyornl  reproach.  He  was  conservative  in  politics, 
being  first  a  ^^  big  and  then  a  Republican,  and  in 
religion  was  a  Congregationalist  and  a  member  of 
the  Pearl  Street  Church  from  its  organization.  In 
this  faith  he  i)as?ed  awav  Aug.  12,  iSyi,  leaving 
a  void  in  the  official  circles  of  Hartford  and  th.e 
State  that  will  require  manv  a  decade  to  adequatelv 
fill. 

Uf  the  maternal  kin  of  Cliauncey  Howard,  the 
Ripley  family,  to  whom  allusion  has  alrearly  been 
made,  it  mav  further  be  said  that  the  name  is  one 
of  the  oldest  and  most  resi)ecteil  in  Connecticut, 
and  among  its  latest  jirominent  representatives  was 
Jeremiah,  wdio  was  a  lifelong  resident  of  South 
Coventry.  His  son,  Chauncev  Riplev,  was  born  antl 
reared  in  South  Coventry,  and  was  the  father  of  the 
present  generation  bearing  tlie  family  name.  He 
was  educated  at  "S  ale  College,  and  was  a  selu.ioi 
teacher  in  early  life.  He  married  Lucretia  E. 
Fitch,  of  Windham,  Conn.,  but  b(.)th  he  and  his  wile 
are  now  deceased.  The\'  were  the  parents  of  six 
cliildren,  who  were  najncd,  in  or(jer  of  I'.irlh.  as 
follows:  Julia  L.,  now  .Mrs.  Pember,  of  Ilartfonl: 
Chauncey  B.,  deceased;  John  1  low;udi,  wh.o  I'rac- 
ticed  medicine  foi"  manv  years  and  was  a  noted, 
surgeoii  in  Xew  \'ork  City,  but  is  now  tkceji-ed; 


I. ... 
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'].;iura  M.,  a  highly  i-cspcctcd  lady,  residing-  on 
Sigci'.mcy  street,  JIarttord:  llci.irv  Cl;iv,  deceased; 

i  ;uul  Mdw  ard  C  laytun.  who  lor  iweiily-fiN  e  years 
))raoticed  law  in  New  \'ork  Cit}-,  Imi  n^w  in;d-:es  his 
liome  wTfh  his  sister.  Miss  Laura  M..  in  Hartford. 

JUSIAIl  11.  SMITH.  cx-.>;o!(lier  of  the  Civil 
war,  farmer,  niarket-pardner  .'uul  poultry  raiser, 
'land   a   great!y-res|)ected    citizen   of   Silver  Lane, 
•  Hartford  coinuy.  was  horn  in  the  Stale  of  Maine, 
April  3,  1S42,  a  son  of  David  W.  and  Lninia  (Hil)- 
bard")  Smith,  natives  of  the  same  Slate. 

Kansford  Smith,  g-randfather  of  our  suliject, 
was  horn  on  the  island  of  Martha's  \  ineyard,  ]\Iass., 
j  and  thence  moved  to  Mercer.  Sonurset  Co.,  Maine, 
j  where  there  were  horn  to  him  eicilit  children:  Ja.ne. 
\.  who  w  as  Ixirn  Dec.  jS,  1807,  was  married  to  Lnther 
i  Kis.^s.  and  died  (  )ct.  29.  1884:  David  W.,  the  father 

iof  onr  subject,  of  whont  fin  thicr  mention  will  f<il- 
low  :  Charlotte,  horn  May  6,  i8i_',  who  died  single 
Ic.n.  13,  1886;  Ahijah,  born  I'eh.  17,  1815.  died 
j  April  13,  1836:  Emily  .\.,  horn  AjM-il  9,  181 7,  died 
I  Sept.  29,  1839;  Amos  W'.,  born  ?^larch  9.  1819.  who 
I  married  Harriet  Williamson,  and  after  her  decease 
I  wedded  Eliza  Sawtelle.  by  whom  he  is  the  father  of 
:  two  children;  Albion  V\'.,  born  [March  31,  1S21,  who 
J  married  Ann  Page,  and  is  a  resident  of  Mercer, 
I\]aine;  ]\Iaiy  Amanda,  born  July  25,  1824,  who  was 
;   married  to  William  Gay,  and  died  3.1ay  12,  1874. 

David  Smith  was  born  ]May  3.  18 10,  in 
IMercer,  ]\Laine,  and  passed  all  his  life  on  his  farm. 
'  On  Jan.  30.  1840,  he  n.iarried  Emma  Llilibard,  a 
daughter  of  Stephen  and  Hilary  (Stevens)  Hibbard. 
I  and  a  native  of  Xorridgewock,  Elaine,  to  which 
union  were  born  four  children:  Henry  A.,  who  was 
born  Xov.  22.  1840,  married  Helena  Smith,  has  two 
children,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Alechanic  Falls, 
Androscoggin  Co.,  Elaine:  Josiah  H.  is  the  subject 
of  this  sketch;  Hattie  H.,  who  v.as  born  May  22, 
1846,  is  now  living,  unmarried,  in  East  Hartford, 
Conn.;  and  Albert  D.,  wdio  was  born  Aug.  12,  1855, 
married  Ellen  Taylor,  is  the  father  of  one  child, 
and  resides  in  Xorthl)oro,  ^lass.  David  W'.  .Smith, 
a  highl_\"-esteemed  and  valued  citizen,  was  called 
from  earth  July  24,  1869. 

Josiah  H.  Smith,  wdiosc  name  appears  at  the 
opening  cif  this  review,  received  his  early  education 
in  the  common  and  high  schools,  and  remained 
under  the  parental  roof  until  he  had  nearly  reached 
b.is  majority,  when,  fired  with  the  patriotism  that  in- 
spired the  Xorthern  heart  at  the  attempted  disrup- 
tion of  tlic  Union,  lie  enlisted  Sept.  iCk  1862,  in 
^pni])any  K,  24th  [Maine  Y.  L,  in  command  of  Capt. 
^L  M.  Cam])l)ell  and  Col.  Atwood,  for  nine  months' 
service,  and  was  placed  in  camp  at  Au- 
gusta, Alaine,  until  Sept.  30,  wdien  the  reg- 
iment was  sent  to  East  Xew  ^'ork,  v/here 
it  arrived  Oct.  i.  On  Jan.  10,  iSOt,,  the  regiment 
eniljarked  at  Xew  York  City  on  the  sailing-vessel 
"Onward,"  and  after  a  tempestuous  voyage  of  ten 
(lays'  duration,  entered  one  of  the  mouths  of  the 


i  Mississippi  river;  but  in  going  up  tlie  mighlv  stream 
the  vessel  strv.ck    a    sand.-liar,    Jan.  27.  and  lay 
grounded  until  tlie  next  tlay.  v.dien  she  was  hauleil 
j  olT  by  a  steam-tug  and  towetl  to  Carrolllon.  about 
i  Six  miles  above  New  Orleans.    There  the  regiment 
j  was  on  picket  dntv  lor  three  weeks,  and  was  then 
I  sent  to  I'lOimet  Carre, -in  Si.  John  the  l.'>aptist  county, 
I  La.,  where  it  remained  until  .Ma)-  7:  was  then  em- 
barked on  tile  "'Morning  I.iglu"  for  a  jViace  known 
as  Doyal's  jilantation.  wdience  it  marched  twenty- 
two  miles  to  the  Amite  river,  Tangipahoa  county, 
engaging- in  many  skirmislics  on  the  way.  After 
twelve    da}S  of    skirmishing  and    foraging,  the 
'■bo_\s"  were  marcheil  back  to  Doyal's  i)lantation, 
and  thence  to  Port  Hudson,  where  they  took  part 
I  in  the  first  battle,  [Mav  27,  and  after  more  than  a 
I  dozen  severe  skirmishes,  lasting  until  June  14,  drove 
I  tlie  Confederates  toward  the  town.,  wliere  there  was 
I  constant  h.ard  fighting  until  the  RCkIs  sin-rendered 
j  their  stronglv  fortified  position.  Jiilv  8.  During" 
j  his  nine  months'  service  [Mr.  Smith  never  was  otf 
!  otity  a  single  day.  from  sickness  or  any  other  cause, 
i  and  on  his  return  to  the  Xorth,  still  enth.u^etl  with 
!  patriotic  ardor,  he  enlisted  at  Morristown,  X.  J., 
in  Company  E,  35tli  X'.  J.  \'.  I.,  was  sent  to  X'orth 
Carolina,  and  there  took  part  in  the  battle  which 
resulted  in  the  defeat  of  the  Rebels  under  Gen.  Jo- 
seph E.  Johnston  at  Goldsboro,  April  15,  1865.  the 
j  surrender  of  arms  being-  made  to  Gen.  William  Tc- 
!  cumseh  Sherman  at  Raleigh,  April  26. 
!       After  the  close  of  the  war  [NIr.  Smiih  located  at 
I  Brook  Haven,  on  Long  Island,  X.  Y.,  whence  he 
1  returned  to  the  old  homestead,  in  Mercer.  Maine; 
j  farmed  until  1S72,  when    he    went  to  Westboro, 
I  [Mass. ;  thence  in  1877  to  Springfield,  \'t..  where  he 
I  lived  until  1881.   He  next  passed  a  year  at  Moor- 
ton,  Del.,  and  in  1882  came  to  Connecticut  and  lived 
in  Sufifield  until  18SS,  in  which  year  he  purchased, 
j  from  [\Irs.  Thomas  Birch,  his  present  farm  of  ten 
I  acres  in  Silver  Lane,  East  Hartford. 
I        [VIr.  Snfith  w-as  united  in  marriage.  Jan.  19.  1870, 
j  to  [Miss  Ella  [M.  l^owler,  of  Thetford,  \'t.,  who  was 
j  born  in  Boston,  [Mass.,  Dec.  8,  1S51,  a  daughter  of 
i  Jesse  E.  and  Hannah  (Woodbury)  Eowler,  and  this 
j  union  lias  been  blessed  with  children  as  follows: 
i  Jesse  E.,  born  X'ov.  21,  1870,  was  a  student  in  a  the- 
!  ological  seminary,  and  is  now  a  missionary  in  Ran- 
j  goon,  Burmah,  India  (he  married,  Xov.  8,  1^9  ;,  Cira 
j  Blanchard  )  ;  .\ddie  G.,  liorn  April  2,  1872,  is  the 
j  wife  of  Walter  Miner,  of  Silver  Lane;  Ered  [\I., 
1)orn  Xov.  22,  187. |.  married  Grace  Roberts,  is  a 
crpenter  by  trade,  and  also  resides  in  Silver  Lane; 
and  Elorencc  Llattie,  born  June  13,  1882,  died  Dec. 
22,  1883  . 

In  Politics  Mr.  ."smith  is  a  Republican:  fraiern:illy 
!  he  is  a  member  of  D.  C.  Rodman  I'ost,  Xo.  (13,  (].  .V. 
R.,  of  East  liarlford.  of  which  he  is  now  the  com- 
mander for  the  second  lerm.    Socially  lie  is  greatly 
esteemed  by  the  comnumity  in  which  he  lives,  ami 
!  i:i  this  esteem  his  wife  and  children  hold  an  equal 
'  share. 
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SAMUKL  Kl- XX1-,DV  IJEXRY,  a  farmer  and 
oiic  of  llio  proininenl  Scotcli-lri<li  citizens  of  Hart- 
ford connty,  was  horn  in  Coleraine,  Countv  Derry, 
h-clr.nd.  April  15,  iSj;,  a  son  of  \\"iHi;<ui  and  ^lary 
Ann  (  McDougalJ  1  lein-y,  both  also  natives  of  Coun- 
ty. Derry.  WiHia.ni  llenry  was  a  fanner,  am!  lived 
and  died  in  LVnuuy  Derry.  Ireland,  lie  was  a  son 
of  James  and  Elizabeth  v  l^^'^■"Iledy  j  lienrv.  natives 
of  Scotland.  Onr  subject's  maternal  g-randparents, 
Cullen  and  Elizabeth  (Taylor  )  .McDougal,  were  of 
Scottish  descent. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  Coimty  Derry,  was 
educated  in  the  common  sclioois,  and  in  liis  vouth 
acquired  the  trade  cif  linen  weaver,  which  he  fol- 
lowed in  County  Derry  for  five  years.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-three  years,  he  came  to  America,  and  in 
the  fall  of  1S50  located  in  Enheld.  being  for  a  short 
time  employed  in  the  Carpet  Works  at  Thompson- 
ville.  He  then  engaged  in  farming,  which  vocation 
he  has  followed  up  to  the  present  time,  in  1S57  pur- 
chasing tlie  farm  which  he  now  occupies. 

On  April  4,  1S54,  Mr.  Henry  niarried  Sarah, 
daughter  of  John  and  Ann  (Campbell)  ]\IcAdams, 
cf  County  Armagh,  Ireland,  and  granddaughter  of 
John  and  Sarah  (Best)  jNIcAdams.  To  our  sub- 
ject and  wife  have  been  born  five  children :  ]\Iarv  A. 
(Mrs.  George  T.  Smith),  William  K.,  ^Margaret 
(!Mrs.  Lamphear),  Sarah  J.  (Mrs.  Howard 
Button),  and  Samuel  J-  ^Ir.  Henry  and  his  wife 
?.rc  members  of  tlie  United  Presbyterian  Church. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 

WILLIAM  WRIGHT  CHRISTIAX,  ^I.  D., 
is  a  skilled  physician  and  surgeon  of  Berlin,  one 
whose  knowledge  of  the  science  of  medicine  is 
broad  and  comprehensive,  and  whose  abilitv  in  ap- 
plying its  principles  to  the  needs  of  suffering  hu- 
manity has  gained  him  an  enviable  prestige  in  pro- 
fessional circles. 

Dr.  Christian  was  born  in  Plymouth,  X.  Y.. 
July  27,  1869,  a  son  of  Wright  and  Harriet  Emily 
(Willcox)  Christian.  His  father  was  born  in  Xew 
York  City,  and  during  his  active  years  followed 
the  occupation  of  farming,  from  which  he  retired, 
spending  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  Hamilton,  X^. 
v.,  where  he  died  Oct.  30.  1900,  at  the  age  of 
sixty  years,  from  the  effects  of  experiences  in  the 
late  war.  The  Doctor's  mother  was  born  in  Rhode 
Island  in  1847,  a  daughter  of  Edward  Tiffany  and 
Harriet  ]\Iahitable  (Houghton)  Willcox.  The  Doc- 
tor's paternal  grandfatlier,  Truman  Bishop  Chris- 
tian, also  a  native  of  Xew  York  City,  was  a  ma- 
chinist bv  trade,  and  was  superintendent  of  the 
motive  power  of  the  New  York,  Ontario  &  West 
crn  railroad,  with  headquarters  at  Rome.  X^ew  York. 

The  first  fifteen  years  of  his  life  William  W. 
Christian  spent  upon  his  father's  farm,  attending 
the  district  schools  in  winter,  and  assisting  in  the 
farm  work  in  summer.  He  then  entered  the  high 
school  at  Sherburne,  X''.  Y.,  v/hcre  he  was  a  student 
for  one  year,  and  the  follov/ing  four  years  attended 


Colgate  Academy,  Hann'lton.  X'.  Y.,  v.here  he  \\as 
i  gratluatcd  in  iSiji.  Later  he  jinrsued  h.is  studies 
:  at  Colgate  Cniversity,  i  lamilton,  X.  Y.,  for  abeut 
;  one  year,  ami  then  tonk  u-p  th.c  study  of  luedicine 
;  instead  of  ji mrnnjisni.  which  was  at  first  his  in- 
:  tentie.n.    Jn  the  fall  of  he  matriculated  at  th.e 

Xew    ^"ork    Homeoi)athic    Medical    College  and 
;  idowcr  Hos])itaI,  where  he  was  graduated  with  hon- 
ors in  1895.  was  a  close  student,  and  si>ent 
his  vacatiijns  in  work  and  study  in  different  Iios- 
I  pitals,  being  in  the  Mower  Hospital,  Xew  York,  a 
i  few  months;  and  the  Chambers  Street  House  of 
I  Relief,  a  branch  of  the  Xew  York  Hospital,  fur 
1  three  months,   during  w  hich   time  he  had  nianv 
'  queer  experiences  in  the  slums  of  the  citv  and 
with  all  classes  of  people.    Later  he  took  a  rei;u!;ir 
course  at  the  Broome  Street  Lying-in  Hospital  ; 
!  spent  one  year  at  Hahnemann  Hospital,  Xew  Ytirlc, 
i  and  was  Resident  Surgeon  of  Dr.  H.  I.  Ostn.un's 
\  private  surgical  hospital,  Xo.  127  \Vest  Fortv-scv- 
I  enth  street,  Xew  York,  for  the  same  length  of 
I  time.    Thus  well  equipped  for  his  chosen  profes- 
!  sion,  by  study  and  practical  experience,  he  came  to 
I  Xew  Britain,  Conn.,  ]\Iay  23,  1S96,  to  take  charge 
of  Dr.  W.  P.  Bunnell's  practice  during  that  geiule- 
I  man's  illness,  and  was  also  with  Dr.  E.  L.  Styles  in 
I  a  hospital  at  that  place  about  two  months  during 
the  summer.    In  July,  1896,  he  opened  an  office  of 
his  own  in  Berlin,  and  was  not  long  in  securing 
the  large  and  lucrative  practice  which  lie  now  en- 
joys.   After  locating  here  he  also  attended  to  Dr. 
Styles'  practice  during  the  latter's  absence  from  the 
city.    Dr.  Christian  is  now  visiting  physician  and 
I  surgeon  to  the  Xew  Britain  General  Hospital  of 
i  X'ew  Britain. 

{  On  Sept.  7,  1S98,  Dr.  Christian  was  united  in 
I  marriage  with  ]Miss  Cora  Belle  Beaton,  who  was 
!  born  Xov.  2,  1S77,  a  daughter  of  Allen  J.  and  'Sliiry 
Beaton,  the  former  of  whom  is  president  of  the 
Beaton  &  Bradley  Mnfg.  Co.,  of  Southington, 
Conn.  Airs.  Christian  is  a  graduate  of  the  Lewis 
High  School,  of  Southington.  Both  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Christian  are  prominent  members  of  the  Berlin  Lit- 
erary Society,  for  social  and  literarv  development, 
and  are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
in  connection  with  wduch  ]\Irs.  Christian  also  be- 
longs to  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society  and  the  ^lissionary 
Society.  The  Doctor  is  a  member  of  X'ew  Britain 
Council,  No.  73S,  Royal  Arcanum ;  is  identified  with 
the  Public  Lil)rary  .Association;  is  a  member  of  the 
Connecticut  State  Homeopathic  Medical  Society; 
Concord  Lodge,  Xo.  50.  E.  &  A.  M.,  Xew  York 
!  City;  Court  .Mattaliessette.  Xo.  137,  Foresters  of 
I  America,  of  lierlin,  in  \\hich  he  holds  the  Ciffice 
!  of  e.xamining  and  attending  jjhysician  ;  is  also  con- 
nected with  the  Berlin  Agricultural  Society;  is  1 
member  of  I'erlin  Grange,  atid  has  successfully  filled 
the  (jflice  of  lecturer  of  tliat  instilution:  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  X'illage  Improvement  Sncietv  and  r.'iard 
of  Trade,  ha\-ing  served  as  secretary;  and  is  a  nuiu- 
bei  <n'  the  Berlin  Driving  and  Athletic  .\ssciciat:' in, 
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liis  Ikt.-cs  luivins;-  taken  priia^s  in  ihis  and  in  tlic 
Ai;rionltural  Society.  Tlie  Doctor  usnallv  acts  with 
the  Kepnljlican  pany.  thou-h  at  l<x-al  elections  ho 
voles  lor  ihc  nun  whom  he  hcHevcs  hest  qnahhoil 
to  lill  the  oriice.-..  rei;ar(.!!ess  of  parly  ties.  He  is 
very  popn_hr  in  both  professional  anj  social  circles. 

•CHARLES  ]^\XL)OLriI  FORBES,  or.e  of 
tile  most  subsianiial  farmers,  as  well  as  one  of  the 
nost  liiyhly-respecteU  and  prominent  citizens,  of 
Burnside,  town  of  h-ast  Ilanford,  was  born  on  the 
old  Forbes  hoiiicsuai,!  Xov.  5.  1859.  a  son  of  Charles 
K.  and  Elizabeth  ( Hills  )  Forbe^V 

Mr.  Forbes  is  a  descendant  in  tlie  eighth  genera- 
tion of  Caiit.  James  and  Catherine  Forbes,  the  for- 
mer of  whom  settled  in  East  Plartford  town  240 
years  ag;o.  As  the  family  descent  from  Capt. 
James,  from  1054  np  to  the  present  tin.ie,  has  been 
given  in  full  in  the  biography  of  Hon.  James  Stan- 
ley Forbes,  elsewliere,  it  will  be  necessary  here  to 
mention  only  the  immediate  predecessors  of  our 
subject,  beginning  with  his  grandfather,  Charles 
Forbes,  of  the  sixth  generation,  who  was  a  son  of 
Timothy  and  Betsey  (Treat)  Forbes,  and  was  born 
Dec.  27.  1805.    Charles  Forbes  married,  Jan.  20, 

1827,  AJary  A.  Ward,  a  native  of  Danbury,  Conn., 
born  Ivlay  8,  1807,  and  a  daughter  of  Carleton  and 
]\lartha  Ward.  Mr.  Forbes  had  but  $10  at  the  time 
of  his  marriage.  He  located  at  Scotland  {now 
Burnside).  and  was  soon  engaged,  with  Francis 
Hanmer,  in  making  powder,  at  what  is  known  as 
Woodland,  near  by.  Selling  out  to  the  Hazard 
Powder  Co.,  he  embarked  in  paper-making,  and  at 
different  times  was  connected  with  every  paper- 
mill  in  Burnside.  Fie  sold  what  is  now  the  Walker 
mill  to  the  present  owners,  after  which  he  operated 
both  the  ^Middle  and  Lower  mills,  each  producing  a 
distinctive  quality  of  paper.  Although  he  was 
thrown  upon  his  own  resources  early  in  life,  he 
proved  to  be  an  excellent  business  man,  and  was  cut 
off  in  the  midst  of  his  activity,  ^vlarch  16,  1S76,  at 
Burnside,  his  widow  surviving  until  Oct.  3,  1893. 
Equipped  only  with  a  district-school  education.  lie 
overcame  all  obstacles,  became  influential  as  a  cit- 
izen, prosperous  and  prominent  in  his  particular 
line  of  business,  and  left  to  his  family  the  rich  her- 
itage of  an  untarnished  name.  This  family  con- 
sisted of  six  children:  Harriet  Hills,  born  April  27, 

1828,  was  married  Jan.  11,  1S54,  to  Fredu=;  ^.lilton 
Griswold,  and  died  in  Burnside  Jan.  16,  1858,  leav- 
ing one  daughter,  Florence  G.,  now  Mrs.  Percy  S. 
Bryant,  of  East  Hartford.  The  second  child  was 
Charles  R.,  of  whom  further  mention  will  be  made. 
The  third  child.  ^Martha  J.,  was  born  Feb.  29,  1832, 
v.'as  married  I\Iay  20,  1853,  to  John  Stanley,  of  New 
Britain,  and  died  Feb.  26,  1859.  leaving  one  child, 
Charles  F".,  of  Lawrence,  Kans.  Caroline  E.,  the 
fourth  child,  was  born  April  17,  1834,  was  married 
Sept.  6,  18;^,  to  William  Hanmer.  and  is  now  a 
widow,  residing  in  Hartford  ;  she  has  five  children 
living,  Fanny  W.,  Frank  H.,  Harriet,  John  and 


I  Mary.    The  fifth  child,  CatlKrine  M..  born  Sept. 
1  10,  1839.  was  marred  Sept.  19.  1800.  to  Sanur.l  L. 
I  Way,  resides  in  Ilanford.  and.  has  two  cluidrcn  liv- 
\  i".g,  Charles  L  and  Robert  1".  The  sixth  child,  Annie 
i  M..  was  liorn  1  eli.  2,  1851,  wr.s  married  to  iLdwin 
I  Suong  Oct.  _-o.  1874,  lives  in  Hartford,  and  hos 
1  three  children  living,  Edwin  A.,  Louis  P.  and  Dausv. 
!       Charles  R.  Forbes^  second  child  of  Charles,  above 
j  mentioned,  and  father  of  Charles  R.,  the  subject  of  " 
I  this  sketch,  was  l.iorii  at  l.lurnside,  April  9,  1830; 
j  liis  wife.  Eii.zabeth  (Hills)  Forbes,  was  born  ^Nlarch 
I  2('),'  1S32,  and  is  a  daugiiter  of  James  Babcock  Hills, 
wiio  married  Laura  \\  liaples,  of  Xewington  ;  John 
Holmes,  maternal  grandfather  of  Laura  Whaples, 
was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  ]\irs.  liiiza- 
beth  (Hills)  Forbes  was  the  youngest  of  three  chil- 
dren born  to  her  parents,  of  wliom  the  eldest  died  in 
infancy;  and  }^lartha  was  married  to  George  Carev, 
'  and  died  in  Hartfor(J.    Charles  R.  Forbes,  Sr.,  re- 
I  ceived  a  practical  district  school   education,  and 
j  began  business  when  a  yciing  man  by  working"  for 
i  liis  father  at  the  powder-mill  near  Burnside,  and  in 
teaming  and  general  work  for  the  Flanmer,  Forbes 
&:  Page  paper-mill  in  the  village.    He  soon  became 
a  partner  with  his  father,  and  had  an  interest  with 
h.im  in  each  of  the  paper-mills  in  Burnside,  which 
he  retained  until  within  a  few  years  of  his  death, 
!  when  he  sold  out  to  Francis  Hanmer.    Just  after 
I  his  marriage  ^Ir.  Forbes  settled  on  the  family  home- 
I  stead,  which  had  been  his  home  all  his  life  with  the 
I  exception  of  fourteen  years  passed  on  the  original 
I  Forbes  homestead,  which  is  still  in  the  family,  and 
j  has  been  for  nearly  two  and  a  half  centuries.  On 
I  the  newer  homestead  INlr.  Forbes  ended  his  days 
i  Oct.  II,  1889.    He  had  been  a  far-sighted  and  suc- 
I  cessful  business  man,  and  left  behind  him  not  only 
I  a  comfortable  competence  but  an  honored  name, 
i  He  was  a  member  of  C)rient  Lodge,  No.  62,  F.  & 
I  A.  ]\L,  at  East  Hartford,  and  his  remains  were  in- 
\  terred  with  [Masonic  honors  in  the  East  Hartford 
j  cemetery.    In  politics  he  was  originally  a  Whig, 
j  but  in  the  disintegration  of  that  party  and  the  forma- 
i  tion  of  the  Republican  organization  he  became  a 
!  member  of  the  latter,  yet  he  took  no  especial  iiiter- 
:  est  in' party  affairs. 

i       Charles  R.  Forbes,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
I  sketch,  and  the  only  child  born  to  his  parents,  tirst 
I  attended  school  at  Burnside,  under  \[rs.  William 
1  Riley,  of  Waterbnry;  for  a  time  Percy  S.  Bryant 
I  was  also  one  of  his  teachers;  he  next  attended  the 
"A.rsenal"  school  at  Ilartford,  then  the  high  school 
j  of  the  same  city,  and  hiially  Hannum's  Business 
I  College,  also  of  Hartford.    lie  then  became  asso- 
ciated with  his  father  in  the  management  of  the 
"Lower"  paper-mill  at  Burnside,  and  when  the  fa- 
ther disposed  of  his  business  interests  Mr.  Forbes 
engaged  in  his  present  pursuit  of  farming — hiring 
help,  but  keeping  a  close  supervision  of  the  wirk. 

On  Feb.  3,  1886,  Mr.  Forbes  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Emma  Murray,  of  Burnside,  who 
was  bf(rn  in  I'atersoii,  X.  J.,  Oct.  26,  1857.  Her 
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father.  John  Murray,  was  born  Fob.  1836,  at 
Dell  Mii!;r.  Scorlaml,  was  a  papcr-niakL r  In-  trade, 
and  on  coming  to  America  located  at  l  a-terson,  X. 
J.:  lie  later  niarriedi  ICliza  J.  liradKy.  a  niitive  of 
that  city,  and  a  dau-luei  ol'  William  a:ul  Jane 
Moody)  Uradley.  Jane  Moodv  was  a  native  of 
Leeds.  Hni^land,  and  ilie  D-adlcy  family  wcri.'  in  ex- 
cellent standing  \n  the  old  country,  the  older  mem- 
bers l.ieiny  eniployedi  in  the  household  of  King 
George  J 1 1,  d  ln-ee  children  crowned  the  u.nion  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  h"or])es.  viz.:  Fred  Randoljih.  born 
May  17,  1S88;  Charles  Douglas,  born  C)ctober  24, 
l88y:  and  James  Fverett,  born  May  7.  1891. 

Jn  politics  ^Ir.  Forbes  is  a  Republican,  and  he 
has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of  relief  for  sev- 
eral years.  l-"raternally  he  was  a  charter  member 
of  Lafayette  Countil.  >\o.  37,  U.  L'.  A.  ^1.,  of  Burn- 
side,  and  is  still  its  treasurer.  }^irs.  Forbes,  mother 
of  our  subject,  has  been  a  member  of  tlie  First 
Congregational  Church  since  her  eighteenth  year, 
and  has  ever  been  consistent  in  her  observance  of 
its  teachings.  ^Ir.  Forbes  being  an  onlv  child,  and 
his  father's  business  and  farming  interests  liaving 
been  quite  extensive,  he  had  left  to  him  much  to 
do  after  tlie  decease  of  the  father  in  caring  for  the 
estate  and  unsettled  business  matters,  beside  his 
own  extensive  affairs,  but  he  inlierited  much  of  his 
father's  business  sagacity,  and  has  made  a  tri- 
umphant success  of  all  his  undertakings.  He  is  a 
thoroughly  progressive  man,  wide-awake  and  ttp- 
to-date,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  tlie  high  standing 
of  the  Forbes  name  v/ill  through  his  children  pass 
on  to  genei"ations  yet  to  come. 

GEORGE  DEXXIS.  who  is  one  of  the  active 
and  enterprising  business  men  of  X'ew  Britain, 
where  he  has  for  years  been  successfull  engaged  in 
the  manitfacture  of  brick,  is  well  and  favorably 
known  throughotit  that  section  of  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Dennis  is  of  English  origin,  born  Sept.  30, 
1857,  at  Haverstraw,  X'.  Y.,  son  of  Thomas  Dennis, 
Sr.,  a  brick  manufacturer  of  that  place.  Thomas 
Dennis  was  born  in  England,  and  at  the  age  of  thirty 
came  to  x-\merica,  locating  at  Haverstraw,  X.  Y. 
In  about  1S75  he  removed  from  Haverstraw  to  X'ew 
Britain,  Conn.,  and  for  tlie  past  twenty-five  years 
has  been  an  extensive  brick  manufacturer  in  Xew- 
ington.  Conn.  His  wife  was  formerly  Eliza  Wise, 
a  native  of  England.  Their  children  are  as  fol- 
lows :  William  H.  and  James  are  residents  of  Xew 
ington ;  Sarah  Ann  is  the  wdfe  of  George  Walker, 
of  Xew  Britain;  (jeorge.  (jur  subject,  is  referred 
to  farther  on ;  Thomas  is  engaged  in  tb.e  manu- 
facture of  brick  \n  West  Harttord;  Annie  is  the 
wife  of  George  Rawlings,  of  Berlin;  Joseph  is  now 
a  resident  of  West  Hartford;  John  E.  is  living  in 
X'ewington  ;  and  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  Willinm 
King,  of  West  Hartford. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
of  his  birthplace  and  thrtse  in  Xew  Britain,  Comi., 
working  in  his  father's  brick\-ard  through  the  <nui- 


niers,  and  attending  school  in  the  winter  seascm. 
I  He  was  eighteen  xears  of  age  va  the  removal  of 
the  lamily  to  Connecticut,  and  attended  a  winter 
schoi;.!  two  seasi'us  after  the  removal,  l.atcr  he  en- 
gaged in  the  brick  ljusiness  on  liis  own  account, 
associated  with  J.  W.  Holmes,  and  he  has  since 
successfully  maintained  a  good  trade.  His  po- 
litical afhliations  are  with  the  Republican  party  in 
Xational  and  State  is-vics,  thotigh  in  town  atlairs 
he  does  not  draw  tlie  line,  gonerallv  voting  fur  the 
man  he  judige>  Ixst  htted  for  the  office,  regardless  of 
his  politics. 

On  Jan.  22,  1879.  i^^ennis  was  married  to 

Miss  Susannah  Bedford,  daughter  of  James  Bed- 
ford, both  born  in  England,  and  to  this  marriage 
was  born,  Dec.  23,  1S79,  a  daughter,  Lucy  Wise, 
who  was  educated  at  tlie  Xew  Britain  high  school, 
and  is  still  at  home.  Tb.e  mother  and  daughter  are 
identitied  with  tlie  First  Baptist  Churcli  of  Xew 
Britain. 

HEXRY  KEEXEY,  the  popular  dairyman  and 
pm-e  milk  and  cream  vender  of  Bloomfield.  was 
born  ill  that  town  Oct.  5,  1S56,  and  is  a  son  of 
Ralph  Kceiie}-,  who  was  born  in  Glastonburv,  Hart- 
ford county,  about  sixty-five  years  ago.  He  was  a 
son  of  Shubel  Kecney,  a  former  resident  of  Bloom- 
field  and  a  farmer,  wlio  married  a  ^liss  Keeney,  and 
they  passed  away  many  years  ago.  Ralph  Keenev 
has  lived  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  Blooni- 
j  field,  was  married  in  Bloomfield,  Hartford  county, 
to  ]\liss  Louise  Bramble,  a  native  of  Simsbury.  and 
to  their  marriage  were  born  six  children:  Ellen, 
deceased ;  Henry,  whose  name  opens  this  paragraph  ; 
Frank,  of  Xew  Britain  :  Willis,  of  Westfield  ;  Hattie, 
of  Xew  Britain  ;  and  George,  of  Bloomfield. 

Henry  Keeney  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  Bloomfield,  was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  started 
farming  on  his  own  account  at  twenty-one,  and  for 
the  past  twelve  years  has  been  successfully  en- 
gaged in  dairying,  having  lived  on  his  present  place 
the  past  seven  years.  He  runs  one  milk-wagon  as 
far  as  Hartford,  and  his  product  is  there,  as  well 
as  in  Bloomfield.  noted  for  its  purity. 

Flenry  Keeney  was  joined  in  matrimony,  at 
Hartford,  with  Miss  Laura  Quick,  daughter  of 
Elbert  FIo>-d  Quick,  of  that  city,  and  to  this  union 
have  been  born  four  children  :  Viola,  deceased ; 
Edith,  born  Sept.  13,  1893;  Xorwood,  Xov.  9, 
1S94;  and  Helen,  June  29,  1896.  The  parents  are 
highly  esteemed  by  their  neighliors,  and  their  per- 
sonal merits  constitute  the  fijundation  of  the  high 
regard  in  which  they  are  held. 

ARCHIE  S.  BCRXHAM.  a  prosperous  young 
farmer  of  the  town  of  East  Hartford,  was  born  on 
his  father's  farm  Feb.  3,  1874,  and  is  a  son  <>i 
Jesse  and  Roda  Jane  (Signer)  Burnham,  the  former 
of  whom  is  now  deceased. 

Jesse  liurnham,  the  failier,  was  born  May  31, 
J 820,  on  the  homestead  of  iiis  [larents,  Jesse  and 
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M.iliv'l  (.\M>cv)  r.iinilia;n.  on  ^faiii  street,  near  the 
So'iith  W  iiiil>iir  line,  and  wa-^  llie  youngest  in  a 
la.nuh  of  In  e  ehiKlren  ;  .Mahel  A..  l)orn  Sept.  li, 
iSi  1  ;  Levi,  Jnly  o,  l'^!3;  Martin,  July  4.  1815; 
Jolm  A.,  Jul\  .39.  iSij;  and  Jesse.  The  fatlier  of 
this  famih  met  wiih  a  sad  death  hy  falling  into  a 
pii  yarlialK  tilled  with  water,  the  fall  so  iniurin;;- 
Iiirn  that  he  was  unah'e  to  save  hini^ell.  and  thus- 
met  witli  a  painful  and  lingerini:;;  death.  Jesse 
llurnhani.  the  father  of  our  sulijeci,  reeeived  a  sound 
common-school  education,  and  was  reared  to  man- 
hood on  his  father's  farm.  Un  January  i,  1857,  he 
married  Miss  Roda  Jane  Signer,  who  was  born  in 
Franklin,  Delaware  Co.,  X.  V.,  I'eb.  13.  1S35,  and 
when  a  young-  woman  came  to  Connecticut  and  made 
her  home  with  her  brother,  Jerome  Signer,  in 
Sviuth  Windsor,  l-'or  some  time  she  was  employed 
in  the  Cheney  Co.'s  silk-mills,  in  Manchester,  and 
then  returned  to  South  \\'inu>or,  where  her  mar- 
riage took  place.  To  tliis  union  there  came  ten 
children:  Jesse,  born  .Sept.  14,  1857.  married  Alice 
Wolcott,  Dec.  24,  1879,  and  is  now  living  in  South 
Windsor;  Leander.  also  of  South  Windsor,  was 
born  Oct.  24.  185S,  and  married  ]Mary  Bidwell 
A))ril  II,  1883;  Estella,  born  Aug.  30.  i860,  was 
married  to  Frank  Farnham,  of  Ellington,  April 
16,  1SS5.  and  now  resides  in  East  Hartford;  Will- 
iam, born  July  lO,  1802,  married  Anna  ^1.  House 
Aug.  29,  1SS9;  Arthur  J.,  born  Xov.  21,  1864,  died 
of  typhoid  fever  Oct.  29,  1871  :  .\liee  G.,  born  April 
16.  1S67,  was  married  to  Edwin  Xorthrop,  Aug.  22, 
1S89,  and  is  now  living  in  Ouincy,  111. ;  Howard 
E.,  born  Sept.  4,  1869,  died  Oct.  4,  1871  :  Edith, 
born  Oct.  3,  1871,  died  Feb.  4,  1876;  Archie  S.,  is 
the  subject  of  this  notice;  and  Ida  -M.,  born  April 
6,  1876,  was  married  to  Arthur  L.  Brewer  Aug.  8. 
1900.  and  is  now  living  in  Farmington,  Connecticut. 

The  father  of  this  family,  after  a  brief  illness, 
died  on  his  homestead  Feb.  12,  1876,  and  Dec.  25, 
same  vear,  Mrs.  Burnham  was  wedded  to  Charles 
P.  Fairbanks,  a  native  of  Middletown,  Conn.,  and  a 
mason  by  trade.  To  this  union  have  been  born  two 
children':  Clarence  E.,  Oct.  31.  1878;  and  Florence, 
Oct.  5,  1880,  the  latter  ni:)W  attending  the  high 
school  at  Hartford. 

Archie  S.  Burnham.  after  passing  through  the 
common-school  course,  entered  Morse's  Business 
College  at  Hartford,  from  which  he  graduated  in 
the  spring  of  1894,  and  then  rettn-ned  to  the  home- 
stead. C3n  Dec.  25,  1895,  married  }^iiss  Effie  ^1. 
Abbey,  a  native  of  East  Hartford,  born  Xov.  16, 
1877,'  daughter  of  George  and  Isabella  (Thomp- 
son )  Aljl)ev.  George  Abbey  was  born  in  East  Hart- 
ford. Conn.,  scrverl  with  bravery  and  credit  in  the 
1^'irst  Connecticut  Heavy  .\rtillery  during  the  Civil 
war,  and  after  receiving  an  honoral)le  discharge 
settled  in  Silver  Lane,  tlicre  purchasing  the  Austin 
Warren  farm,  where  his  death  took  place  in  1891, 
and  where  liis  wid<iv.-  -.till  resides.  Their  only  child 
is  now  Mrs.  Burnham. 

In    1896   Mr.    I'.urnham   erected   his  beautifid 


modern  dwelling  on  Silver  Lane,  wh.ere  Tic  cttlti- 
;  vates  four  acres  of  excellent  tobacco  lantl,  and  lives 
in  peace  and  comfort.    He  belongs  to  the  East 
Hartford  (Grange,  and  is  une  of  its  most  diligent 
I  and  earnesi  members.     In  politics  he  is  liberal  in 
liis  views,  and  hardiv  ever  takes  anv  interest  in 
]iarty  affairs.    He  and  wife  are  attendants  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  their  social  standing 
;  is  second  to  none  in  the  town. 

I  ALBERT  EUGEXE  XORTOX,  a  representa- 
I  tive  and  prominent  farmer  of  Berlin,  was  born  in  the 
'  house  where  he  now  resides  ^Nlarch  27,  1856.  Liis 
:  father,  Henry  Xorton,  was  also  born  there,  April 
10,  180.3,  'I'tI  ll"-'  grandfather,  Samuel  Xorton,  was 
I  born  near  there,  in  B.erlin,  and  built  the  residence. 
I  Our  subject's  great-grandfather,  Jedediah  Xorton, 
I  was  a  native  of  the  same  town,  and  the  remains  of 
I  all  his  ancestors  have  been  interred  in  the  South 
I  burying-ground,  Berlin. 

j        Mr.  Xorton's  father  was  a  prosperous  farmer, 
owning  at  one  time  300  acres  of  land  in  Berlin,  and 
he  was  also  a  man  of  influence  in  his  comnnmity, 
being  often  called  upon  to  settle  estates  when  in 
the  prime  of  life.    Politically  he  was  an  ardent 
Democrat,  but  took  little  part  in  political  affairs 
aside  from  voting.      Lie  was  a  member  of  the 
L'niversalist  Church  of  Berlin,  but  m  later  years  at- 
j  tended  the  Congregational  Church.    ]Mr.  Xorton 
I  died  X'ov.  12,  1885,  '^'''d  was  buried  in  Berlin  ceme- 
I  tery.    For  his  first  wife  he  married  Adelia  Atwood, 
and  to  them  were  born  several  children,  all  of  whom 
died  young  except  Henry  Fleeter,  who  is  now  en- 
gaged in  the  lumber  business  in  Hartford;  and 
I  Adelia  M.,  widow  of  Ariel  Jones,  and  a  resident 
I  of  X'augatuck.    In  1849  ^'''e  father  married  ]vliss 
I  M^arv  Angeline  Tuttle,  of  Xewtleld,  ^vliddlesex  Co., 
j  Conn.,  who  was  born  ^lay  3,  1825,  and  is  now  livirig 
I  on  the  old  homestead  with  our  subject.    The  cliii- 
I  dren  born  of  the  second  union  arc  ]Mary  Angeline. 
1  wife  of  Andrew  Hunt,  a  real-estate  agent  of  Wor- 
j  cester,  IMass. ;  Jennie  Martha,  wife  of  \\'alter  Gwat- 
I  kin,  of  Berlin:  Albert  E.,  our  subject;  Ida  May, 
I  who  died  unmarried  Feb.  8.  1898,  and  was  laid  to 
rest  in  the  South  bur_\  ing-ground  ;  and  Antoinette, 
at  home. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  Albert  E.  Xorton 
attended  the  Berlin  schools  during  the  winter  months, 
v.hile  through  the  summer  season  he  aided  in  the 
work  of  the  home  fartn.  After  leaving  school,  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  \-ears,  he  worked  for  his  father 
until  twent\-two,  and  then  took  charge  of  the  farm, 
which  he  has  since  so  successfully  operated.  He 
has  220  acres  of  land,  under  a  Ih.gli  state  of  culti- 
vation, and  in  er^riuection  with  general  fanning  is 
also  interested  in  the  creamery  business,  keeping 
sixteen  cows  fur  that  purpose,  and  selling  the  cream 
to  the  (iuldeu  Kidge  Creamery. 

.Mr.    Xorton    was   inarrie<l    Dec.    21,    1881.  to 
Miss  Li/zie  \'i<<la  W'akelee.  of  Uridgepi irt .  Conn., 
'  who  was  born  .\ug.  29,   1857,  and  died   Sept.  9, 
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1899,  a  ilauylucr  of  Sidney  L.  and  -Maria  Dowel; 
W  akclco,  of  iliat  place,  wiicrc  the  lallivT  is  ong-agcd 
in  llic  li\  iTy  business.  I'lxc  children  wcru  born  U) 
.Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Xorion :  Lester  Ailliur,  born  Xov. 
IJ,  1883.  is  allenLiinL;-  ilie  iiunlslnger  Busine.'>s  Col- 
Ics^L,  ui  iJarlford;  i'lora  ^la}',  b.jrn  .Mav  15,  1885, 
]il?ie  Alberia,  born  Jan.  l2,  iSSj,  W  csiell  Albcri, 
born  Aug",  i,  1891,  are  all  allendin;^  school  in  licr- 
lin  ;  and  Edna  Kay,  born  March  <\  1890. 

i'olitically  Mr.  Xorion  is  a  ])cnr.  crat,  but  is  nut 
strictly  partisan,  and  at  local  elections  votes  inde- 
pendently, lie  has  been  elected  to  ohice,  but  Ikis 
refused  to  qualify,  preferring  to  lake  lio  active  part 
in  political  al'fairs.  tie  tal^es  considerable  interest, 
however,  in  agricnlttu'al  matters,  and  is  now  a  mem- 
ber of  several  of  the  Ag-ricultural  Society  commit- 
tees of  Berlin.  lie  is  also  a  prumin.cnt  member  of 
Berlin  Grange,  Xo.  24,  to  which  his  wife  also  be- 
longs, and  she  also  hokls  membership  in  the  Episco- 
pal Church,  while  he  attends  the  Congregational 
Chirrch.  They  stand  high  in  the  community  where 
tliey  have  so  long  made  their  home,  and  those  who 
know  them  best  are  numbered  among  their  warmest 
friends. 

EBEXHZER  B.  CRAW,  a  native  of  the  town  of 
East  Windsor,  was  born  Oct.  S,  1S27,  and  has  won 
his  way  through  his  long  and  useful  life  entirel}-  liy 
his  personal  exertion  and  patient  toil,  backed  by  a 
marlc  ed  intellectuality  and  persistency  of  purpose. 

rVbial  Craw,  his  father,  uorn  March  9,  iSoi,  was 
a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  mental  receptivity  and 
retentiveness  of  memory,  and  garnered  a  large  store 
of  knowledge.  On  Feb.  22,  1820,  he  married  ^liss 
Rlioda  Belknap,  who  was  born  in  East  Windsor, 
Oct.  20,  1 80 1,  and  after  marriage  set  to  work  to 
earn  for  himself  and  wife  a  home.  He  had  learned 
farming  from  his  father,  and  was  also  a  miller,  and 
lived  in  East  Windsor  until  the  township  was  di- 
vided, when  he  found  himself  to  be  a  resident  of 
South  Windsor,  and  there  he  died  IMay  26,  1877, 
being  followed  to  the  grave  by  his  wife  Sept.  8, 
1879,  and  both  dying  in  the  faith  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  Their  children  were  nine  in  number,  as 
follows:  Mary  Ann,  who  was  born  April  20,  1821, 
is  now  living  in  Windsorville,  and  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  Clark;  Edward  A.,  born  Jan.  28,  1S23, 
died  in  California;  Betsey  IM.,  born  Dec.  26,  1825, 
died  in  infancv;  Ebenezer  B.  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Betsev  M.  (2),  born  Aug.  26,  1829,  is  mar- 
ried to  Sheldon  Braman  ;  Samantha,  born  Oct.  23, 
1831,  is  the  wife  of  Turner  IMoulton ;  Charlotte, 
now  Mrs.  Harvev  Frost,  was  born  Jan.  28,  1833; 
George  A.,  born'jtmc  30,  1836,  di-d  in  infancy; 
and  George  F.,  born  Xov.  18,  1841,  is  a  resident  of 
Oregon. 

Ebenezer  B.  Craw  left  the  home  of  his  parents 
at  the  age  of  seven  years,  and  for  the  following 
nine  years  worked  for  Chauncey  Ellsworth  and  for 
various  others,  attending  school  in  winter,  until  his 
marriage,  April  11,  1847,  ^  ^^'^^  Harriet  C.  Simp- 


son, daughter  of  Chester  aiul  llannaii  (Clough) 
Simpson,  natives  of  East  \\  indoor,  ihe  marriage 
resulting  in  the  birth  of  three  children:  Ella  and 
Chester,  whu  be'ih  died  in  iiif:uicy;  and  krancis 
S.,  who  was  born  July  14,  1S49,  ^i"d  i.-,  now  a  rail- 
road engineer -in  Albany,  Oregon. 

iMrs.  Harriet  Craw  was  called  awav  soon  after 
the  birth  of  her  youngest  child,  and  April  15,  1855, 
3ilr.  Craw  married  Mrs.  Harriet  I'age,  daughter 
of  Julius  au'l  Xanc}-  Benton,  of  Xeirili  Guihord, 
where  the  wedding  took  pace.  This  ladv  wa:,  the 
motlicr  of  one  child  by  her  lirst  marriage,  Lucv 
'  (widow  of  George  B.  Shepard),  who  has  one  d.riv.gh- 
I  ter,  Hailie,  born  Jan.  21,  1873,  married  to  Mar\in 

■  W.  Hall,  and  living  in  Atlanta,  Ga.  !Mrs.  Harriet 
(Benton-Page j  Craw^  died  iMarch  6,  1900.  She 
was  a  kind,  attable  and  benevolent  looking  ladv, 

;  greatly  respected  by  a  large  circle  of  devoted 
j  friends. 

j       Airs.  Shepard  is  a  lady  of  extraordinary  abilitv 

■  as  an  artist,  and  is,  beside,  well  cultured  in  litera- 
;  ture  and  quite  conversant  with  the  current  topics 
!  of  the  day.  Her  talent  for  music  and  painting  is 
I  inherent,  and  rises  to  the  plane  of  genius,  v.hich 
I  same  love  for  tl)e  artistic  is  made  manifest  even  in 
'  her  needlework.  She  is  a  teacher  of  the  art  of 
!  painting  in  the  Herbert  Art  Company  of  Hartford, 
j  and  numerous  specimens  of  her  skill  as  an  artist  in 

oil  are  to  be  found  in  many  of  the  most  retined 
•  homes  of  the  country. 

j  iMr.  Craw,  although  confined  to  his  home  by 
J  inflammatory  rheumatism,  is  as  serene  in  temper 
I  and  genial  in  manner  as  if  he  had  never  felt  a 
pang  of  pain,  and  his  pleasant  little  farm  of  six 
'  acres,  which  he  purchased  in  18S8,  is  kept,  under  his 
i  supervision,  in  the  highest  state  of  cultivation  pos- 
!  sible,  wdiile  the  improvements  are  all  of  his  own 
I  planning.  In  politics  Air.  Craw  is  a  Democrat,  but 
i  he  is  not  excessively  partisan,  and  has  never  been 

i  an  office  seeker. 

j 

Jx\AIES  AVARD  (deceased)  was  one  of  the  most 
influential  and  best  known  citizens  of  Connecticut, 
of  wdrich  State  he  -was  a  loyal  son  during  his  long 
and  useful  life  of  eighty-seven  years. 
[  IMr.  Ward  was  born  in  Guilford,  Xew  Haven 
I  Co.,  Conn.,  Feb.  2.  1767,  a  son  of  Bilrous  Ward, 
'  and  a  grandson  of  Andrew  Ward.  He  was  intense- 
I  ly  public-spirited,  always  ready  to  bear  more  than 
'  his  share  of  public  burdens,  and  was  actively  identi- 
;  fied  with  many  imiKirtailit  enterprises  for  the  good 
I  of  the  community  at  kirge.  and  the  relief  of  sutTer- 
i  ing  humanity.  At  one  time  he  was  chief  engineer 
I  of  the  Hartford  hire  Dej.iartnieiit,  w;is  a  leading 
1  and  valued  member  oi  the  (."onneeticut  lli.-'torical 
j  Society,  one  of  the  jnincipal  officers  (trustee)  of 
I  the  Asylum  for  the  De:if  ami  Dumb,  and  a  zealous 
'  worker  in  the  eslal)Hsh:nent  of  the  Retreat  for  the 
j  Insane,  being  a  director  <yi  same,  tow;ud  the  success 
I  of  which  enterprise  he  w;is  a  liberal  contributor. 
!  He  was  a  member  anil  ])ast  grand,  master  of  th.e 


I 


COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


753 


Ma>'-'i!ic  Fraternity.  His  views  were  broa-I.  his 
s\ inpalliies  aciuo,  and  his  lioart  warm  and  gener- 
ous, in  hi>  de]'Lirtnieni  he  was  aUahle  antl  court- 
\  Ci'US,  and  in  his  relations  with  h,is  fellow  men 
scrupulously  upricylu.  It  ha.s  been  said  that  if  you 
.<aw  one  side  of  James  Ward  you  saw  the  whole 
of  him.  hew  nien  ol  his  day  were  more  liighlv  es- 
teemed, and  it  may  be  added  that  none  more  truly 
deserved  to  be  held  in  respect.  During-  the  war 
of  1812  he  was  appointed  Commissary-General  of 
State  with  title  of  colonel,  and  with  the  excejviion  of 
one  year  continued  to  hold  the  ofrke  until  his  death, 
discharging  its  duties  with  the  same  encrgv,  tide) it v 
and  integrity  which  marked  all  his  dealings,  luiblic 
and  private,  throughout  his  entire  life.  He  was 
longer  in  service  than  any  other  officer  holding  the 
same  commission.  Politically  he  was  a  Federalist 
and  Old-line  Whig,  later  a  Republican.  He  was  a 
warden  of  Christ  Episcopal  Church  of  Hartford, 
during  the  rectorate  of  Philander  Chase,  later 
Bishop  of  Illinois.  He  died  Oct.  26,  1S56,  his  death 
being  keenly  felt  and  deeply  mourned.  The  city 
fire  department,  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  and  other 
civic  bodies  and  fraternal  organizations  followed 
his  remains  to  their  last  resting  place,  and  the 
universal  sentiment  was  that  wdiile  a  good  man  had 
gone  to  his  reward,  the  public  at  large  had  sustained 
a  bereavement  which  it  was  hard  to  bear. 

'Sir.  Ward  married  Ruth  Butler,  a  daughter  of 
Johnathan  Jjutler,  of  Flartford,  and  a  sister  of  Fred- 
erick Butler,  and. their  marriage  was  blest  with  five 
children:  (i)  Roswell  Butler,  of  whose  life  a  some- 
what extended  account  is  given  in  the  succeeding 
paragraph.  (2)  James  H.,  mentioned  farther  on. 
(3)  Frances  Elizabeth  married  Isaac  T.  Smyth,  of 
Xew  York.  (4)  William  Andrew  inarried  Aliss 
Ann  Elizabeth  Porter,  of  Hartford,  daughter  of 
Col.  Solomon  Porter,  of  that  city.  (^5.)  Flarriet 
Maria  became  the  wife  of  Flenry  Hall,  of  Port- 
land, Connecticut. 

Roswell  Butler  "Ward  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  Hartford,  one  of  the  old  "Flartford 
.Grammar  School Avas  then  sent  to  Yale  College, 
but  left  after  two  years  and  went  to  the  ^Military 
Academv  at  Norwich,  \'t.,  where  he  was  graduated 
with  honor.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  en- 
gaged in  general  mercantile  business,  his  first  part- 
ner being  Daniel  P.  Hopkins.  Later  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  his  brother,  William,  the  firm 
nam,e  being  R.  B.  &  \\'.  A.  Ward.  They  dealt 
wholesale  in  paints,  oils  and  dyes,  their  store  be- 
ing in  State  street.  In  1840  Roswell  B.  withdrew 
to  engage  in  the  book  business  in  Hartford,  con- 
tinuing in  this  line  for  a  few  years  only,  till  about 
1848  [the  family  continued  to  reside  in  Flartford 
until  186S],  when  they  removed  to  Xew  London, 
Conn.,  where  he  died  Sept.  8,  18S3.  He  now  rests 
in  the  old  North  cemetery,  at  Hartford.  He  v^-as 
always  keenly  interested  in  military  affairs,  and  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  old  "Hartford  Light 
Guard,''  of  which  he  was  made  first  captain  by 
official  commission  from  Wasliington,  D.  C.  He 
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I  was  also  active  in  ch.urch  work,  and  was  one  of  the 
vestrymen  of  St.  John's  lipiscojjal  Church,  Hart- 
fortl,  from  1840  to  1850.  His  life  was  earnest  and 
all  his  inipulses  were  noble.  He  was  an  u])right 
citizen  and  a  sincere  Christian.  He  married  Cath- 
erine Mary.  Webb,  a  daughter  of  Charles  L.  Webb, 
of  Litchfield,  Conn.,  and  granddaughter  of  Capt. 
Nathaniel  \\  el>b,  of  W  indham,  Conn.,  wdio  was  an 
officer  in  the  army  of  the  Revolution,  and  fought 
at  Bunker  liill.  ^Irs.  W  ard,  who  was  l)orn  in 
Pomfret,  Conn.,  died  at  her  home  in  Xew  London, 
Sept.  2,  1870,  and  sleeps  by  the  side  of  her  lius]:iand 
in  Old  North  cemetery,  Hartford.  Her  religious 
faith  was  the  same  as  his,  she  being  a  devout  com- 
municant in  the  Episcopal  Church.  Two  children 
were  born  to  them :  Catharine  Webb  and  3.1ary 
Clement.  The  elder  daughter,  ]\Iiss  Catherine 
Webb  Ward,  is  unmarried,  and  resides  at  Wethers- 
field.  She  is  endowed  with  mental  powers  of  a 
rare  order,  wdiich  have  been  cultivated,  and  she  in- 
herits her  father's  kindliness  of  heart,  and  her 
mother's  refinenient  and  amiability.  She  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Ruth  Wyllis  Chapter,  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution,  of  Hartford,  Conn.  ?\Iary 
Clement  Ward,  the  vounger  daughter,  married 
Alexander  F.  Maison,  a  prominent  business  man  of 
Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  and  a  son  of  Judge  INIaison; 
is  no\v  residing  in  New  York  City,  New  York. 

James  H.  Ward  graduated  from  the  2\Iilitary 
School  at  Norwich,  A  t.,  and  afterward  received  a 
cadetship  in  the  L'nited  States  navy.  Fie  first  served 
on  the  old  "Constitution, "under  Commander  IMcDon- 
ougli,  U.  S.  N.,  and  at  his  death,  June  27,  1S61,  first 
year  of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  had  risen  to  the 
rank  of  commander  L.  S.  X'.  He  fell  in  action  while 
bombarding  a  position  of  the  enemy  off  [Matthias 
Point,  on  the  Potomac  river,  below  Washington, 
D.  'C,  at  the  time  being  in  command  of  the  gun- 
boat "Thomas  Freeborn."  The  gunner  was  shot 
dow^n,  and  Commander  Ward  bravely  stepped  for- 
ward, took  his  place,  and  soon  received  his  death 
wound,  a  minie  ball  striking  him  in  the  chest.  His 
remains  were  wrapped  in  the  flag  of  the  ''Free!:iorn," 
placed  in  a  casket  and  forwarded  to  Washington, 
D.  C,  eventually  to  Hartford,'  Conn.,  where,  after 
imposing  funeral  ceremonies,  thev  were  interred 
in  the  Old  North  cemetery  beside  those  of  his  fa- 
ther and  mother.  A  short  time  after  Commander 
Ward's  death  his  brother,  Roswell  V>.,  received  a 
letter  from  Hon.  Gideon  Wells,  Secretary  of  the 
I  L'nited  States  Navy,  informing  him  that  Com- 
j  mander  Ward's  name  as  proposed  commodore  of  the 
!  United  States  Navy  had  already  been  recorded  on 
the  books  of  the  Navy  Department,  and  had  he  been 
living  but  a  few  days  after  the  date  of  his  death  he 
would  have  been  made  known  to  the  world  at  large 
as  "Commodore  James  H.  Ward.''  About  the  year 
1832  Commander  Ward  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah 
Whittemore,  daughter  of  Samuel  Wliittemore,  of 
Xew  York,  and  they  had  four  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter, none  of  whom  are  now  living.  Mrs.  Ward  died 
some  vears  since. 
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Tlic  lUulor  family,  from  wlioni  Miss  Ward  and 
I\lrs.  -Maisim  are  descended,  ihrou^h  their  pa- 
ternal grandnioiher.  is  one  of  the  oldest  antl  most 
respected  in  Comieciicut.  ]is  hrst  American  \)Vo- 
genitor  was  Iviciiardi  Umler,  whj  came  t  )  llartiord 
with  liie  i  homas  i]i,iokcr  coniuanv  and  became  an 
extensive  land  o\vn<:r.  the  present  site  of  Du.-^hnel! 
I'ark  having-  Leen  ^nce  a  part  of  his  holding-s,  and 
where  Uk-  lionie  of  Johnatlian  oJutler,  father  of 
]\lrs.  James  \\  a.rd.  His  ton,  Johnathan,  the  great- 
grand.fat'r.er  of  :\Iiss  Ward,  was  born  at  Harn'ord, 
and  married  Ruth  IJenton.  Their  son,  Frederick, 
w-as  also  born  at  Hartford,  and  graduated  from 
Yale  College.  He  was  distinguished  for  his  scholar- 
Iv  attainments  and  literary  ability,  and  achieved  a 
high  reputation  as  an  educator,  being  for  manv 
years  an  instructor  in  the  W'etlierstieid  Academy. 
He  was  the  author  of  several  works  on  United 
States  history,  as  well  as  on  other  subjects.  In  Jan- 
uary, 17S7,  he  married  :\liss  Polly  lielden.  wliose 
fatlicr  belong-ed  to  an  old  fauiily  of  Wethersheld, 
the  members  of  which  have  been  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  town's  history.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred- 
erick Biuler  were  the  parents  of  eight  children : 
(l)  Mziry  Porter,  born  April  10,  17SS,  died  Xov. 
15,  183-'';  (2)  Charlotte,  born  Feb.  16,  1790:  (3) 
Frederick  Augustus,  born  July  17,  179J,  died  Sept. 
20,  1815;  (4j  Roswell,  born  April  24,  1793:  (5) 
Abigail  Porter,  born  Feb.  26,  ijgS,  died  Feb.  6, 
1832;  (6)  Flizabeth,  born  Aug.  7,  1S02,  died  2\Iarch 
12,  1S35;  (7)  Julia  Ann,  born  July  30,  1S04;  and 
(8)  Thomas,  born  Aug.  22,  1S06.  Abigail  Porter 
Butler,  the  fifth  child,  married  James  Bidwell,  of 
Utica,  X.  Y.,  by  whom  she  became  the  mother  of 
two  children,  both  daughters :  ( i  j  Esther,  who  in 
her  later  years  has  resided  at  the  home  of  her  grand- 
father in  W'ethersfield,  a  lady  of  culture  and  re- 
finement; (2)  Abby  Butler,  who  married  Charles 
F.  Cozzens,  of  Utica,  now  a  prominent  bank  ofli- 
cer  in  Xew  York,  and  with  his  family  a  resident 
of  Yonkers,  X'.  Y.  (Frederick  Butler  Cozzens,  son 
of  Charles  F.  and  Abby  B.  Cozzens,  died  at  the  age 
of  twelve  montns  j . 

Thomas  Butler,  who  became  an  eminent  jurist, 
received  his  early  education  from  his  father.  Fie 
attended  lectures  at  the  }\Iedical  School  of  Yale 
College,  and  completed  his  course  in  medicine  at 
Philadelphia.  He  was  a  successful  practitioner  at 
Norwalk  for  eight  years,  when  he  determined 
to  abandon  medicine  for  the  law.  In  1835  he  be- 
gan reading  in  the  office  of  Judge  Bissell,  and  two 
years  later  v,-as  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Fairfield 
county.  Conn.  His  success  as  a  lawyer  was  im- 
mediate and  remarkable.  His  mind  was  essential- 
ly judicial,  his  perceptions  clear  and  quick,  his  rea- 
soning and  analytic  powers  extraordinary.  In  1855 
he  was  elected  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court,  and 
in  1861  elevated  to  the  Bench  of  the  Supreme  Court 
through  election  by  the  Legislatm-e,  and  was  aj)- 
pointed  Chief  Justice  in  1870.  He  was  a  Republi- 
can in  politics,  and  prior  to  his  assuming  the  judicial 
ermine  served  as  a  member  in  both  houses  of  the 


and  representci-l  his  district  in  Con- 


Legislature, 
gress. 

I'redcriok  lUuler  died  at  W'ethersfield,  in  Xo- 
vemlicr,  1840,  his  wife  ha\ing  preceded  him  to  the 
gra\e  June  17,  1811.  J'.olh  are  l;uried  at  W'ether^- 
lield,  in  the  fannly  Ka  near  the  old  Congregational 
clun-ch  (^•■nieciing  house."  as  it  was  once  called), 
built  from  the  jiroceeds  of  the  sale  of,  as  now  would 
be  stated,  the  "■(Jnion  }^Iarket,"  which  was  in  for- 
mer times  a  notable  and  most  thriving  industrv  of 
W'clherstield,  Conn.  The  church  still  stands  strong 
and  well  preserved  and  counts  two  hundred  years 
since  its  fii'st  erection. 

Jl'DGE  LYMAX  S.  BURR,  of  Xew  Britain, 
Judge  of  the  City  and  Police  Court,  ranks  among 
the  leading  public  and  professional  men  of  that  city. 
He  is  a  native  of  Litchfield  county,  Conn.,  and  his 
American  ancestry  dates  back  through  seven  gen- 
erations to  Benjamin  Burr,  who  was  the  founder 
of  tlie  Hartford  branch  of  the  Burr  family. 

Benjamin  Burr  first  appears  as  one  of  the  orig- 
inal settlers  of  Hartford  in  1635.  Flis  name  is  in 
the  land  division  of  Hartford  in  1639  as  an  orig- 
mal  proprietor  and  settler.  As  the  earlv  settlers  of 
Hartford  were  collected  from  Watertown,  Xewtown 
and  other  places  near  Boston,  it  is  evident  that  Ben- 
jamin Burr  had  been  a  resident  of  Massachusetts 
some  time  before  his  appearance  at  Flartford.  li 
is  not  unlikely  that  he  was  one  of  the  eiglit  hundred 
who  came  to  America  with  Winthrop's  lieet,  in 
June,  1630.  He  seems  to  have  been  an  active,  ener- 
getic business  man,  who  mingled  little  in  public 
aft'airs,  hence  brief  mention  is  made  of  him  in  the 
records  of  the  Colony.  He  was  admitted  a  free- 
man in  1658.  liis  allotment  in  the  Hartford  land 
division  of  1663  was  six  acres,  and  in  the  land 
division  of  East  Hartford  in  1666  he  drew  eighteen 
acres.  His  house  lot  in  1C40  was  bounded  northeast 
by  Stephen  Hart,  northwest  by  John  Vrarner,  south- 
west by  the  road  to  the  cow  pasture,  and  southeast 
by  Samuel  Flale's  lot.  His  name  is  perpetuated  in 
one  of  the  city  streets.  Fie  died  at  Hartford  -^larch 
31,  1 68 1,  and  was  buried  probably  in  one  of  the 
Hillside  cemeteries  long  since  obliterated,  in  which 
rest  the  ashes  of  so  many  of  Hartford's  early  set- 
tlers. The  first  name  of  his  wife  was  Annie,  and 
their  four  children  were  Samuel,  the  eldest,  v>dio 
was  born  in  England;  Thomas,  born  in  Hartford, 
Jan.  26,  1645;  Mary,  born  Jan.  15,  1656;  and  Han- 
nah, who  married  IMr.  Hillyer,  of  \\'indsor,  Con- 
necticut. 

(11)  Samuel  Burr,  son  of  Benjamin  Burr,  was 
made  a  freeman  of  Hartford  in  ^Nlay,  165S.  His 
children  were  as  follows:  Samuel,  born  in  1C63; 
John,  born  in  1670;  Mary,  born  in  1673;  Elizabeth, 
born  in  1675;  and  Jonathan,  born  in  1679. 

(HI)  John  Burr,  son  of  Samuel,  settled  at  Far- 
nu'ngton,  Conn.,  about  1712.  He  had  a  large  family 
of  children,  as  follows:  Ebenezcr,  l)nni  in  171-;; 
Thankful,  born  in  1713;  Lucy,  baptized  March  21, 
171. 1;  Cideon,  born  Nov.  16,  1715;  Salmon,  born 
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Sf])t.  25.  '7-3;  joliii,  born  in  iMa}-,  1726;  Stephen; 
At^aluliali ;   Aalhaniel;   Sarali ;   j-auiice  ;  Miriam; 
.Mary.  l)orn  June   14.   i^-'y;  Ruih.  burn  L'ct.  JO, 
^     173- •         Amos,  born  June  25.  1734. 

(l\  )  John  J.!urr,  sun  of  John  Jiurr,  was  born 
at  WOt  Hartford  in  .\Jay,  17JO.  In  Deeeniber,  1747, 
lie  married  Tabitha  Loomis,  who  was  born  in  1730. 
Their  cliildrcn  were  John,  born  in  Farminglon 
July  19,  1750;  Reuben,  born  Jan.  13,  175-';  Tabitlia, 
Ijorn  June  23,  1754;  Jehiel,  born  April  II,  1757; 
Kussell,  born  Oet.  19,  1761  ;  Chloe,  born  Sept.  27, 
1764.  In  1772  John  Uurr  purehased  land  east  of 
Burrvillc,  and  for  many  years  the  plaee  was  known 
as  '■  Burr's  Tavern."  He  died  at  Torringford, 
,  Aug.  6,  17S8,  and  his  widow  survived  until  Sept. 
19,  1828. 

(V)  Reuben  Burr,  born  Jan.  13,  1752,  set- 
tled at  Torrington,  and  married  ]\Iehitable  Stanley 
at  that  place  on  July  2,  1772.  She  was  born  in 
1748.  Iheir  chiltlren  were  Reuben,  born  Aug.  15, 
1/72,',  Salmon,  born  May  26,  1775;  3>Iehitable,  born 
Xov.  27,  1777;  Allen,  born  Feb.  15,  1780;  Chloe, 
born  May  15,  1786;  and  Sally,  born  Aug.  4,  17S9. 
JMehitable,  wife  of  Reuben  Burr,  died  Sept.  29. 
1793,  and  for  his  second  wife  he,  in  1794,  married 
^Martlia  Wilson,  who  was  born  in  1759.  The  chil- 
dren born  to  this  union  were  Uriel,  ^lay  19,  1795; 
]\Iilo,  Jan.  I,  1797;  Fanny,  Dec.  4,  1798;  Eliza, 
Jan.  16,  1801  ;  and  Harriet,  Jan.' 13,  1803.  Reuben 
Burr  died  Dec.  20,  1827,  aged  seventy-hve  years; 
his  wife,  ^Martha,  on  2\Iarch  29,  1835. 

(YI)  Salmon  Burr,  son  of  Reuben  and  Alehit- 
able  Burr,  settled  in  W'insted,  Conn.  He  married 
Alary  Ensign,  of  South  Farms,  near  Litchtreld, 
who  was  born  Sept.  8,  1776,  and  died  Dec.  29, 
1846.  Salmon  Burr  died  Dec.  19,  185 1,  aged  sev- 
enty-seven years.  The  children  of  Salmon  and  3.1ary 
Burr,  with  dates  of  birth,  are  as  follows :  ]\Iaria, 
Feb.  17,  1799;  Rufus,  Dec.  17,  1800;  Samuel,  Sept. 
22,  1S02;  Wilson,  April  11,  1804;  ]\Iary,  Jan.  12, 
1S06;  Rhoda,  Jan.  11,  180S:  Sarah.  2\Iarch  2,  18 10; 
Willard,  Feb.  8,  1812;  Huldah,  Ivlay  21,  1814; 
Harmon  E.,  Xov.  13,  1818;  Charlotte.  Oct.  3,  1S20. 
Salmon  Burr  was  one  of  the  early  brickmakers,  and 
follow-ed  that  vocation  through  life.  His  home  was 
at  Torrington  Hill. 

(YH)  Samuel  Burr,  son  of  Salmon  and  Mary 
B'Urr,  settled  at  Torrington,  Conn.  For  his  first 
wife  he  married,  on  Feb.  22,  1831,  Louisa  Fbwerj 
and  by  her  he  had  two  children,  Sarah  Jane,  born 
Jan.  6,  1832,  who  married  Andrew  E.  Hull,  of 
Burlington^  and  died  Jan.  23,  1S62,  leaving  two 
daughters;  and  Mary  E.,  born  Oct.  2,  1839,  who 
was  married  April  20,  1861,  to  Edwin  Barber,  of 
^^'olcottville.  Louisa,  wife  of  Samuel  Burr,  died 
July  20,  1847,  sged  thirty-eight  years,  and  for  his 
second  wife  he  married  Mrs.  Rhoda  A.  Taylor, 
fjcc  Parmelee,  of  Cornwall,  Litchfit-ld  Co.,  Conn., 
by  whom  he  had  one  child,  Lyman  S.,  the  subject 
proper  of  this  sketch,  born  Aug.  24,  1S51.  Mrs. 
Rhoda  A.  Burr  died  Oct.  17,' 1R60,  aged  forty-  | 
six  years.    For  his  third  wife  Samuel  Burr  mar-  i 


riod  Mary  J.  Robertson,  of  Wolcottville.  Conn.,  who 
survivetl  him.  Mr.  blurr  was  a  natural  mechanic. 
In  his  early  years  he  manufactin-ed  the  t.'ld-fash- 
ioned  hand  rakes  at  Torrington,  and  carried  them 
tlunce,  overland,  to  Hartford.  He  was  also  a 
school  teacljcr  in  early  life,  teaching  in  and  about 
Torringford.  His  brothers  were  also  school  teach- 
ers. For  many  years  in-  later  life  he  was  an  em- 
ploye of  the  Coe  Brass  Co.  He  was  a  man  of 
strong  convictions  and  keen  intelligence,  a  great 
reader,  and  tlioroughly  conversant  with  the  polit- 
ical issties  of  his  day.  He  was  a  strong  temper- 
ance advocate,  and  thoroughly  uprigiit  and  honest 
in  his  actions.  Though  a  regidar  attentlant  at  di- 
vine services  throughout  life  he  did  not  become  a 
member  or  church  until  1870,  two  vcars  prior  to  his 
death.. 

Lyman  S.  Btn^r  owes  his  success  in  life  to  his 
own  eti'orts.  Struggle  and  victory  sweeten  the 
after  life  of  any  man,  and  the  experience  of  our 
subject  has  been  no  exception  to  the  ride.  He  at- 
tended school  at  ^^'olcottville,  now  Torrington,  and 
at  the  age  of  sixteen  his  opportunity  arrived  to  gain, 
at  personal  discomfort  and  sacrit^.ce.  an  education. 
In  1869.  he  left  home  for  Oberlin.  Ohio,  where  an 
uncle  was  preaching  at  that  time.  In  the  fall  of  the 
year  he  entered  the  preparatory  department  of  Ob- 
erlin College,  and  except  for  a  brief  interval,  when 
lie  attended  the  funeral  of  his  father,  he  remained 
continuously  at  the  college  until  1872.  During  this 
time,  to  meet  his  modest  expenses,  he  sawed  wood 
and  did  chores  for  ten  cents  per  hour,  and.  during 
the  winter  of  1870.  he  taught  one  term  of  district 
school.  For  about  a  year,  from  1872  to  1873,  he 
worked  in  a  factory  in  Torrington,  and  then,  at 
the  suggestion  of  Fludson  Burr,  a  cousin  and  noted 
lawyer  at  Bloomington,  111.,  he  entered  tlie  latter's 
office  as  a  student.  lie  was  admitted  to  th.e  Bar 
at  Ottawa,  111..  Sept.  25,  1S75,  completing  in  two 
years  the  three-years  course  prescribed,  and  pass- 
ing a  rigid  examination.  Returning  to  Connecti- 
cut, he  entered  the  office  of  Mitchell  &  Hungerford 
at  Xew  Britain,  and  was  with  them  for  al:)Out  nine 
years,  or  until  1884,  when  he  opened  an  office  for 
himself.  Except  for  a  period  of  nine  mon.ths,  dur- 
ing wdiich  a  partnership  existed  between  hi'ii  and 
Fred.  B.  ]Mitchell,  he  has  since  followed  h.is  pro- 
fession alone.  He  has  ever  been  a  careful  student 
of  law,  and  has  acquired  a  successful  practice. 

Mr.  Burr  has  also  been  prominent  in  public  life. 
In  1S83  he  was  appointed  clerk  of  the  Police  Court, 
and  in  th.at  capacity  served  for  about  nine  years. 
He  then  resigned  the  position  upon  his  ap]>jint- 
ment  as  city  attorney  by  the  common  council. 
A  \ear  later,  a  change  in  the  political  administra- 
tion, from  Rei)ublican  to  Democratic,  changed  the 
personnel  of  the  attorneyship  also.  Later  on.  to  fill 
a  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Julius  H. 
Pease,  who  had  been  a])i)oinied  postmaster,  Mr. 
Burr  was  again  appointed  city  attorney,  and  in  the 
s])ring  of  1896  he  was  honored  with  election  as 
iir>t  prosecuting  attorney  imder  the  new  city  char- 
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ter  of  New  I'.ritaiti.  lie  has  twice  been  rc-clccted 
to  the  same  office,  which  has  jurisdiction  over 
the  entire  city  of  Xew  Britain.  In  tlie  spring-  of 
iS(.)9  he  was  appointed  jndge  of  the  City  and  Po- 
lice Court  of  Xew  Britain,  which  position  lie  now 
holds. 

Mr.  Burr  lias  always  been  a  stanch  Republican 
and  taken  an  active  part  in  local  political  matters. 
He  was  for  several  years  chairman  of  the  Republi- 
can town  committee.  He  is  a  member  of  Cen- 
tennial Lodge,  Xo.  118,  F.  &  A.  :  Gidding.s 
Chapter.  Xo.  J5,  and  Doric  Council,  X'o.  24,  and 
has  taken  quite  an  active  interest  in  Masonry. 
He  was  senior  deacon  of  Centennial  Lodge  for 
three  years.  Pie  is  also  a  member  of  Phoenix 
Lodge,  Xo.  52.  and  of  Conistock  Encampment,  Xo. 
29,  I.  O.  O.  P^,  and  has  been  through  all  of  the 
elective  ofhces  of  both  the  lodge  and  encampment, 
having  ser\-ed  in  the  highest  otSce  in  each.  In  iS88 
he  was  elected  grand  patriarch  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  I.  O.  O.  F.  On  Oct.  15,  1SS9.  Mr. 
Burr  was  presented  with  a  jewel  by  the  Grand 
Encampment  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and  in 
that  year  lie  was  elected  grand  representative  of 
Connecticut  to  the  Sovereign  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
United  States,  receiving  the  same  honor  again  in 
1S90  and  1 89 1.  In  the  patriarchal  branch  (the 
military  branch)  he  was  appointed  judge  advocate 
on  Gen.  Foster's  staff,  of  X'ew  Haven,  and  held 
the  position  for  several  years-  He  is  a  member  of 
the  K.  of  P.,  Royal  Arcanum,  O.  U.  A.  ]\I.,  and  also 
of  the  Red  ^len,  of  wliicli  lie  is  past  chief.  In 
August,  1890,  Mr.  Burr  organized  and  was  elected 
captain  of  Conipanv  I,  ist  Regiment,  Connecticut 
Xational  Guard,  serving  in  that  capacity  until 
June,  1891,  when  Gov.  Bulkeley,  of  Connecticut, 
appointed  him  judge  advocate  of  the  ist  Regimental 
District,  a  position  in  which  he  continued  until 
1893,  when  the  office  was  abolished  by  legislative 
enactment.  He  has  also  been  judge  advocate  of 
the  Putnam  I'lialanx,  of  Hartford,  for  two  years, 
retiring  from  this  office  in  the  spring  of  1896,  until 
again  apointed  to  that  position,  April  4,  1900. 

Mr.  Burr  was  married  to  !Miss  Isabella  \'.  Love- 
land,  daughter  of  Ezra  and  ^lary  A.  Loveland,  of 
Berlin,  and  they  have  two  children,  Harry  W.  and 
Stewart  L. 

ELI  PHELPS.  This  section  attracted  at  an 
early  day  a  superior  class  of  settlers,  and  their  de- 
scendants are  now  among  the  leading  citizens  of 
Hartford  county,  the  enterprising  and  progressive 
spirit  of  their  pioneer  ancestry  being  combined  in 
them  with  the  culture  and  refinement  of  more 
modern  times.  From  the  first  settlement  in  Wind- 
sor town  the  Phelps  family  has  held  a  prominent 
place  in  its  history,  its  members  in  every  genera- 
tion showing  unwavering  loyaltv  to  the  American 
ideal,  and  during  the  Revolutionary  war  no  less 
than  twenty  of  the  name  enlisted  from  that  locality. 
Eli  Phelps,  for  many  years  a  prosperous  agricult- 
'urist  of  Windsor,  was  of  the  fifth  generation  in  di- 


rect descent  from  Samuel  Phelps,  son  of  William, 
the  head  of  the  family  in  thiscountrv.  Samuel  Phel]'s 

;  was  born  in  England,  and  received  a  large  grant  uf 
land  in  Windsor  frum  the  Crown.  ]\luch  of  this  tract 
is  still  in  the  possession  of  his  tlescendants,  and 
a  portion  of  it  is  now  occupied  by  our  subject  as 

I  a  homestead.    This  worthv  pioneer  married  Sarah 

I  Griswold,  daughter  of  Edward  Griswold,  and  had 

j  a  son,  William. 

i  (II)  William  Phelps,  son  of  Samuel,  was  born, 
'  in  1669,  married  IJannah  Hayden  in  1693,  '^'■'-1 
'  died  Xov.  21,  171 1.    He  had  a  son  (III)  William. 

born  March  13,  169S. 
i        {IV )  Eli  Phelps,  son.  of  A\'illiam  (III),  was 
i  born  Aug.  16,  1746,  and  made  his  home  on  a  farm 
near  Poquonock,  being-  one  of  the  most  highly  re- 
I  spected  residents  of  that  locality  in  his  time.  He 
i  married  (first)  Ruth  Case,  who  died  leaving  no 
I  chil^Jren.    His  second  wife  iVlariam  (Case)  Adams. 
,  was  the  widow  of  Joseph  Adams,  by  whom  she  had 
three  children:  Luke,  Rosannah  and  Richard.  By 
her  union  with  Eli  Phelps  she  had  six  children : 
Ruth,  who  married  (first)  Fredus  Case,  and  (sec- 
ond) Rev.  Phelps  Ellsworth;  Eli,  our  subject;  3>Iary 
(^Irs.  Jonathan  Colton)  ;  ]Mariam,  wife  of  Elihu 
i  Holcomb ;  ]\Iindwell,  who  married  Manly  Snow; 
I  and  IMiss  Sarah,  who  resides  in  Poquonock. 
<        i  V)  Hon.  Eli  Phelps  was  born  at  Poquonock,  . 
j  Sept,  I,  1S07,  and  had  only  such  educational  ad- 
I  vantages  as  the  local  schools  of  that  day  provided. 
I  Fie  was  but  a  young  man  when  his  father  died,  and 
as  the  only  son  the  care  of  the  estate  fell  to  him  be- 
:  fore  he  had  a  chance  to  acquire  business  experience, 
;  yet  he  managed  altairs  with  conspicuous  abilitv  and 
■  became  one  of  the  most  successful  farmers  of  the 
\  town,  obtaining  good  results    under    all  circum- 
i  stances.    For  some  years  after  his  marriage  he  re- 
1  sided  at  his  father's  old  home,  later  locating  at  the 
farm  now  occupied  by  our  subject.  While  he  left  a 
'  handsome  estate  to  his  children,    he    was  never 
grasping  or  unduly  economical,  and  many  worthy 
enterprises  were  helped  forward  by  his  liberality. 
:  He  was  a  man  of  fine  physique,   six  feet  tall, 
]  weighing  200  pounds,  and  his  mental  ability  v/as 
I  above  the  average,  his  reading  and  observation  en- 
I  abling  him  to  gain  a  wide  range  of  practical  knowl- 
.edge.    He  took  an  active  interest  in  religious  work, 
serving  as  treasurer  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Society 
,  of  his  town  for  a  long  time,  and  politically  he  was 
prominent  as  a  member  of  the  local  Democratic 
organ-ization.    At  various  times  he  held  offices  in  his 
town,  and  for  several  years  he  was  a  member  of 
I  the  General  Assembly.    He  died  Sept.  I.  1879,  and 
his  remains  uow  rest  in  the  cenicterv  at  Poquonock. 
On  r^fay  27,  1S46,  ^^Ir.  Phelps  married  [Miss- 
;  Abigail  Htimphrey,  who  was  born  March  7,  1820, 
at  Xorfolk,  Conn.,  daughter  of  James  and  Rox- 
j  alana  (Xorth)  Humphrey.    Her  family  has  lieen 
well  known  in  America  from  an  early  period,  and 
1  an  extensive  genealogical  record  has  been  com- 
[)ilefl  and  published.    She  is  still  living  at  the  hnme- 
'  stead,  in  excellent  lieahh,  for  one  of  her  age,  and 
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5urrouiuleU  by  a  larg^e  circle  of  irioiuls  whom  her 
intclh'y:once  and  higii  characier  have  won  lier. 
WilHani  is  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  five  children: 
James  and  Emily  died  in  infancv:  Miss  Maria 
resides  at  tlie  old  homestead,  and  is  hi^hlv  esteemed 
in  the  best  social  circles,  being-  an  aeti\e  member 
of  the  society  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution;  and  Charlotte  A.  is  the  wife  of  David 
E.  ^Marshall,  of  Windsor  town. 

William  Phei.ps  was  born  Xov.  23, 
1S47,  'i'""-!  ^^■'''s  reared  at  the  homestead,  his  educa- 
tion being  obtained  in  the  schools  of  District  Xo. 
S,  of  Windsor  town,  at  the  academv  in.  Windsor 
village,  and  the  Connecticut  Literarv  Institute,  at 
Suffield.  He  has  always  resided  on  the  old  home 
farm,  which  he  manages  in  a  thoroughly  scientific 
manner.  While  he  is  an  excellent  business  man 
lie  is  of  a  very  quiet  disposition,  deliberate  speech 
and  lack  of  ostentation  being  among  his  marked 
characteristics.  His  integrity  is  never  questioned, 
while  he  has  a  high  reputation  for  intellectual 
ability,  being  extremely  fond  of  reading.  In  eariv 
life  he  was  a  Democrat,  but  of  late  years  he  has 
been  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the 
Prohibition  party.  3.1r.  Phelps  married  Miss  ^lari- 
ctte  Dickinson,  of  Haddam,  Conn.,  who  was  a 
daughter  of  Xathan  and  Jemimali  (Brainard)  Dick- 
inson.   She  died  June  23,  1S99. 

HOX  HORACE  KELSEY  FORD,  who 
passed  away  Aug.  5,  i8gg.  was  a  well-known  tobacco  | 
grower  of  Suffield,  and  president  of  the  Tobacco 
Growers  Experiment  Co.,  of  \\'indsor,  Conn.  He 
was  born  in  Salisbury,  this  State,  Oct.  10,  1S29,  of 
English  descent.  Daniel  Ford,  his  grandfather, 
was  a  native  of  Phmouth,  Conn.,  was  a  landholder 
and  a  farmer  all  his  life,  and  to  his  marriage  with 
a  -Miss  Gridly  were  born  se-\-en  children  :  Willis. 
IMelliset,  'Steplien,  Daniel.  Betsey,  Aniorett  and 
Abigail.  Both  parents  of  this  family  died  in  Ply- 
mouth, cdvout  members  of  the  ^Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church. 

\\'illis  Ford,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  bio- 
graphical notice,  also  a  native  of  Plymouth,  Conn., 
was  born  June  16,  1806,  learned  blacksmithing 
when  young,  and  in  early  manhood  removed  to 
Salisbury,  where  he  followed  his  trade  for  some 
time,  but  later  became  extensively  interested  in  the 
iron  business,  in  which  he  continued  until  Xovem- 
ber,  1841.  He  then  sold  out  and  came  to  Suffield, 
purchased  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  engaged 
in  the  culture  of  tobacco  and  in  general  farming. 
He  was  one  of  the  earliest  tobacco  growers  of  the 
neighborhood,  built  the  second  tobacco  shed  in 
Suffield,  and  realized  a  comfortable  fortune.  \\'illis 
Ford  first  married,  in  Salisbury,  Conn.,  ]Miss  Eliza- 
beth Kelsey,  a  native  of  the  place,  and  a  daughter 
of  John  Kelsey,  and  to  this  union  were  born  two 
children  :  Horace  Kelsey,  our  suljject,  and  ^lari- 
etta.  For  his  second  wife  Mr.  I'ord  si'lected  Ma- 
hala  Austin,  of  Suffield,  who  bore  him  one  child, 
Anna  Eliza,  now  llie  wife  of  I^evy  Judd,  of  South 


I  Hadley  Falls,  ^vlass.  In  politics  Mr.  I'ord  was  a 
I  Republican,  in  religion  a  Baptist,  and  died  in  that 
I  faith  in  iSSg.  respected  by  the  entire  community. 

Horace  Kelsev  Ford  was  about  twelve  years  of 
I  age  when  brought  to  Suffield  by  his  parents.  He 
j  was  educated  primarilv  in  the  district  schools,  and 
!  later  attended  the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute. 
For  nine  years  he  followed  school  teaching  as  a 
profession,  passing  four  years  of  that  period  at 
\\'indsor   Locks.     He   then   joined   his  father  in 
farming  and  tobacco  raising,  and  llicse  industries 
i  occupied  his  attention  ever  after.    He  had  two  of 
j  the  linest  tobacco  sheds  in  the  town,  erected  under 
i  his  personal  supervision  and  instruction,  he  being 
j  tlie  oldest  and  most  experienced  grower  in  the  town. 

In  politics  Mr.  Ford  was  a  Republican,  and  in 
j  1862  was  elected  town  assessor,  an  office  he  capa- 
bly filled  four  years ;  for  three  years  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  relief;  in  1S71  was  elected  a  se- 
lectman; in  1896  was  elected  to  the  State  Legisla- 
ture; served  on  several  important  committees 
while  in  the  House;  and  for  upwards  of  twenty 
years  was  a  justice  of  the  peace,  during  which 
period  not  one  of  his  decisions  was  reversed  by 
the  Supreir.e  Court  of  the  State — a  fact  which 
speaks  for  itself,  so  far  as  his  acumen  and  astute- 
ness are  concerned. 

^Ir.  Ford  was  united  in  marriage,  in  i860,  in 
Suffield,  with  Miss  Jane  3.1.  Remington,  a  native 
of  the  town,  and  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Reming- 
ton, a  prominent  citizen.  To  this  marriage  ten 
children  were  born:  John  H.,  who  married  Miss 
Leila  J.  Beldcn,  and  resides  on  the  home  farm ; 
Iniogene  J.,  wife  of  \\'illiam  H.  ^^'ood,  of  South 
Haaiev  Tails,  ^lass. ;  Eliza  K.,  wife  of  Evlin  T. 
Bray,  cf  Springfield.  Mass. :  \\'illis,  a  farmer,  mar- 
ried to  Emma  A.  Sikes ;  Hattie  B.,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  thirteen  vears ;  Frank,  a  farmer,  who 
married  Daisy  L  Brockett;  Oiarles  PL,  at  home; 
Kittie  R.,  who  die  young,  as  did  Albert  R. ;  and 
Edith  M.,  the  youngest,  still  under  the  parental 
roof.  The  sons  are  all  Republicans  in  their  politi- 
cal views. 

Fraternally,  ^vlr.  Ford  was  a  member  of  the  F. 
&  A.  M.  Lodge,  at  Suffiekl,  and  also  of  the  O.  U. 
A.  'SI.,  at  the  same  place.  .The  family  belong  to  the 
Bajjtist  Church,  and  they  are  greatly  respected 
throughout  tlie  neighborhood.  Mr.  Ford  was  a 
wide-awake  business  man.  and  was  one  of  the  or- 
ganizers of  the  Suffield  Creamery,  in  which  lie  was 
a  stockholder  until  his  decease. 

TABEZ  PARSOXS  DAVES,  Judge  of  the  Town 
Court  of  Enfield,  and  a  prominent  citizen  of  Thomp- 
sonville,  needs  no  special  introduction  to  tlie  re:id- 
ers  of  this  volume,  but  the  work  woukl  be  inccmi- 
plete  witliout  the  record  of  his  life.  Xo  man  in 
the  comnnniitv  has  been  more  prominently  iilenti- 
fied  with  its  business  or  political  historv.  or  has 
I  taken  a  more  active  i)art  in  its  upbuilding  and 
j  progress. 

!        Jndge  Davis  was  born  in  the  village  of  Hazard- 
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villo.  Ilarttc^d  comity.  Doc.  19,  1839,  ■"^•^^i  o^' 
John  and  I-'silicr  (Sqviicr)  Davis.  The  iHlhcr. 
who  was  a  lainicr  by  occupation,  was  a  native  of 
r.ainbri(.!_L;c,  X.  V..  and  a  son  of  Jolin  iXavis,  also 
of  Bainbridi^c,  Chcnang-o  Co..  X.  V.  Jn  1S3S  I'.j 
located  in  Enticld,  Conn.,  havini;  married,  abo'U 
that  time,  ^Miss  Esther  Squier,  a  daui^hler  of  Cal- 
vin Sqnier,  formerly  of  Ashiord,  Conn.,  and  a 
Revolutionar}-  soldier.  He  was  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Enfield,  and  was  buried  in  the  Enfield 
Street  cemetery. 

The  first  fourteen  years  of  his  life  Jabez  P. 
Davis  passed  in  Euheld,  and  then  werit  to  Bain- 
bridge,  X.  Y.,  where  he  remained  mitil  1S57.  In 
that  year  he  located  in  Sebewaing,  ]\Iich.,  where, 
on  l->bruary  2J,  1S62,  he  enlisted  in  Company  E, 
/th  Micli.  \\  1.,  as  a  private.  He  participated  in 
all  of  the  engagements  of  the  Peninsular  campaign, 
including  the  siege  of  Yorktown.,  the  battles  of 
\\'est  I'oint  and  P"air  Oaks,  and  the  seven-days 
fight  between  I'air  Oaks  and  Harrison's  Landing. 
On  account  of  physical  disability  he  was  honorably 
discharged  Xov.  22.  1S62,  and  returned  to  his  liome 
in  rvlichigan,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  gen- 
eral teaming.  In  the  spring  of  1S63  he  was  elected 
town  clerk  of  Columbia,  ^iich.,  and  was  elected  to 
the  same  office  in  Fair  Haven,  ]\Iich.,  in  1864,  but 
in  July,  of  the  latter  year,  he  returned  to  Enfield, 
Conn.,  where  he  was  employed  in  a  japaning  shop 
for  one  year.  During  the  following  three  years  he 
engaged  in  the  butchering  business,  and  then  en- 
tered the  employ  of  the  Hartford  Carpet  Co..  as 
foreman  of  their  yards  at  Thompsonville.  With 
the  exception  of  one  year,  wdien  manager  of  a  farm 
m  Bristol,  Conn.,  he  remained  with  that  firm  for 
twenty-seven  years.  At  the  same  time  he  also  gav-^ 
some  attention  to  surveying,  has  practiced  veterinary 
surgery  for  about  twenty  years,  and  is  quite  exten- 
sively engaged  in  stone  contracting,  having  laid  the 
foundation  and  built  the  abutments  of  the  principal 
bridges  in  Enfield  and  vicinity.  As  a  business  man 
he  is  energetic,  prompt  and  notably  reliable,  and  in 
-his  undertakings  has  met  with  a  fair  degree  of 
success. 

In  1867  Mr.  Davis  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Elizabeth  Ross  Hood,  a  daughter  of  David 
Hood,  one  of  the  first  Scotch  settlers  of  Enfield. 
Religiously  our  subject  is  a  member  of  the  Fi'-st 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Enfield,  and  socially  affiliates 
with  the  ]\Iasonic  fraternity  and  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic.  He  is  the  present  commandt-r  i:>f 
Sainuel  Brown  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Thompsonville, 
with  which  he  has  been  connected  since  18*07.  He 
has  ever  taken  quite  an  active  and  prominent  part 
in  public  affairs,  serving  as  selectman  of  Enfield  for 
ten  years,  and  chairman  of  the  board  for  nine  years. 
He  has  also  been  assessor,  grand  juror,  constable, 
member  of  the  board  of  relief,  and  president  of  the 
Society  for  the  Detection  of  Thieves  and  Robbers. 
In  May,  1897,  he  was  appointed  judge  of  the  town 
court  of  Enfield,  which  position  he  is  still  filling 
with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction 


I  of  the  general  public.  He  is  absolutely  fearless  in 
1  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  and  favor  cannot  temj-it 
j  hmi  from  the  straight  path.  Politically  he  is  an 
:  ardent  supjiorter  of  the  Republican  party. 

I  LOREX  HOWARD  PEASE,  M.  D.,  decease:!, 
j  Hartford  county  has  been  tlie  home  ?.nd  scene  of 
!  labor  of  many  men  wlio  have  not  only  led  lives  that 
!  sliould  serve  as  an  example  to  those  who  come  after 
i  them,  but  liave  also  been  of  important  service  to  their 
j  town,  county  and  State  through  various  avenues  of 
;  usefulness.  Among  them  ir.ust  be  named  Dr.  Pease. 
\  who  was  one  of  the  best-known  and  most  prominent 
j  citizens  of  Enfield. 

I       1  he  Doctor  was  born  in  Somers,  Tolland  Co., 
!  Conn.,  July  14,  1S35,  a  son  of  Robert  and  Amersha 
j  (Arnold  )  Pease,  and  was  a  descendant  of  Robert 
1  and  Margaret  Pease,  who  came  to  America  in  the 
■  ship  ■'Francis"  from  tlie  port  of  l])swicli.  England, 
\  in  April,  1O34,  and  located  in  Salem,  ^lass.  Thev 
!  were  the  jirogenitors  of   the   familv  still  living  at 
Salem,  and   also  of  the  branch  at   Enfield,  Conn. 
I  From  them  the  line  is  traced  through  John  and  ]\Iarv 
(Goodell)   Pease;  Robert  and  Abigail  (Randall) 
Pease;     Robert    and    Elizabeth   (Emery)  Pease; 
^  Robert  and  Hannah  (Sexton)  Pease;  Robert  and 
Ann  (Sexton)  Pease,  the  former  a  Revolutionary 
j  soldier;  and  Oliver  and  X'ancy  (Conej  Pease;  to 
I  Robert  Pease,  the  Doctor's  father. 
I       'In  early  life  Loren  FI.  Pease,  our  subject,  at- 
tended the  public  schools  of  liis  native  town,  the  E!- 
I  lington  high  school,  and  ■  the   Merrimack  X  or  nici  1 
School, ^  in  X'ew  Hampshire,  and  for  several  years 
;  afterward  he  successfully  engaged  in  teaching  school 
in  the  Xew  England,  2\Iiddle  and  Southern  States. 
Subsequently  he  entered  Jeft'erson  ^Medical  College, 
j  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  where  he  was  graduated  in 
1  1 86 1,  and  immediately  afterward  he  located  at  Am- 
herst, Mass.,  where  he  was  actively  engaged  in  the 
!  practice  of  his  profession  until  1862,  when  he  came 
to  Enfield  and  purchased  the  business  of  Dr.  Levi 
i  S.  - Pease.    In  September  of  that  year,  he  was  ap- 
I  pointed  assistant  surgeon  in  the  United  States  army, 
and  at  once  entered  upon  the  duties  with  the  loth 
Conn.  V.  I.    He  continued  to  hold  that  position  for 
more  than  a  year,  when  he  was  transferred  to  th" 
1  hospital  service,  and  was  connected  with  the  same 
i  until  the  close  of  the  war.    On  returning  to  Enfiel  1 
I  he  resumed  his  private  practice  there,  but  was  soon 
forced  to  abandon  it  on  account  of  ill  health.  He 
1  then  opened  a  drug  store,  which  he  conducted  for 
several  vears,  and  later  embarked  in  the  grocery 
j  business,  in  which  he  was  successfully  engaged  for 
[  manv  vears.    Shortly  after  the  organization  of  the 
Thompsonville  Ti"u>t  Company  he  became  its  cash- 
ier, and  was  also  a  member  of  its  board  of  directors 
In  the  former  capacity  he  brought  success  to  the 
corporation,  and  when  he  resigned  found  an  a!)le 
substitute,    lie  was  also  a  director  of  the  Suffield 
Bridge  Comjiany  and  Water  Comjiany,  and  Iv.ld 
I  other  jiositions  of    trust    and  resixMisibility.  \-\r 
'  several  years  he  devtjled  much  time  lo  llie  msurancc 
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I)u.-iiu--s,  ami  ostabii^hod  mail  routes  under  govorn- 
niont  supervision.  I'or  almost  a  third  of  a  century 
lie  \vas  prominently  identified  with  nearly  every  new 
enterprise  which  was  attempted  or  established  in 
Hnlk'ld,  and  inanyurated  many  of  them  himself.  In 
all  of  these  concerns  he  was  a  powerful  an.;]  useful 
force,  and  it  is  not  tc^o  nuich  to  say  of  him  that  no 
other  man  in  Entield  displayed  '  ihe  amount  of 
courage  and  busincbS  ability  in  orii;-inating-  and  estab- 
lishing new  enterprises  or  industries. 

On  July  21,  ii>^g.  Dr.  Pease  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  ^liss  -Aiarcia  M,  daughter  of  Reuben 
Ashman  and  liancy  A.  (Hall)  i'ease,  of  Scitico, 
and  granddaught<;r  of  John  and  Ann  (^Cummings) 
Pease,  pioneers  of  Enlield.  Four  children  w'ere 
born  of  this  union,  namely:  Lorena,  deceased  wife 
of  Frederick  (J.  Button;  Howard  A.;  Loren  H, 
deceased :  and  -Mabel,  wife  of  Dr.  Benjamin  H. 
Thornton. 

In  his  busy  life  Dr.  Pease  often  found  time  to 
serve  his  fellov/  townsmen  in  some  official  capacitv 
For  several  years  he  was  first  selectman  of  Enheld, 
in  which  position  he  displayed  remarkable  official 
diligence  and  financial  ability.  He  also  served  as  a 
member  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  for 
two  terms,  in  1SS2  and  1SS3;  was  assessor;  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  relief;  justice  of  the  peace;  a 
member  of  the  board  of  schcol  visitors;  and  filled 
other  local  offices.  It  was  his  chief  object  to  per- 
form his  duties  so  that  his  State,  town  and  towns- 
men should  receive  the  greatest  possible  benefit  from 
his  services,  and  to  discharge  them  with  the  utmost 
thoroug-hness  and  fidelity.  Socially  he  was  a  clnr- 
ter  member  of  Doric  Lodge,  No.  94,  A.  F.  &  A.  'M., 
and  a  member  of  Samuel  Brown  Post,  G.  A.  R., 
in  which  he  was  servhig  as  surgeon  at  the  time  of 
his  death.  Though  not  a  member  of  any  religious 
organization  he  was  an  attendant  and  supporter 
of  the  jNIethodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  politically 
he  was  a  stanch  Republican.  He  passed  awav  Feb. 
14,  1S97,  and  his  death  occasioned  the  deepest  re- 
gret throughout  the  community.  He  was  a  man  of 
the  highest  respectability,  and  tfiose  who  were  most 
intimately  associated  with  him  speak  in  unquali- 
fied terms  of  his  sterling  integrity,  his  honor  in 
business,  and  his  fidelity  to  all  the  duties  of  public 
and  private  life. 

_  BARXES  H.  HA\TLAXD,  who  departed  this 
Hfe  Feb.  12,  1870,  was  one  of  the  representa- 
tive and  progressive  citizens  of  Southington  in  his 
day.  He  was  a  native  of  Xew  York,  born  in  ^vlon- 
ticello,  Sullivan  county,  in  November,  1830,  and 
was  a  son  of  Barnes  and  Anna  (Jones)  Haviland. 

Mr.  Haviland  grew  to  manhood  in  the  town  of 
his  nativity,  and  at  an  early  age  was  apprenticed 
to  the  printing  business  in  the  office  of  the  Watch- 
man and  Democrat.  In  Monticello  and  Xew  York 
City  he  pursued  th.at  business  successfully  until  fail- 
ing health  compelled  him  to  seek  another  location, 
and  alxjut  1855  he  came  to  Southington,  where  for 
a  time  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Peck-Smith 


Company.  He  also  worked  on  the  New  Havoi 
I'alLidinin,  and  in  the  office  of  a  New  Britain  news- 
paper. On  Oct.  30,  1S63,  Mr.  Haviland  estab- 
lished the  first  newspaper  in  Southington,  The 
Soiithinglon  Mirror,  which  he  conducted  until  June 
6,  iJS65,  meeting  with  most  excellent  success  dur- 
ing tlie  period  uf  the  Civil  war,  and  his  paper  proved 
I  of  more  than  ordinary  interest  on  account  of  the 
j  soldiers'  letters  which  it  published,  many  of  which 
j  would  hardly  have  been  preserved  in  any  other  way. 
He  suspended  the  publication  of  his  paper  in  June, 
owing  to  ill  heahh,  but  resumed  it  again  on  a  larger 
scale  the  following  October.  Later,  when  his 
health  again  failed,  he  disposed  of  his  plant,  which 
was  taken  out  of  the  town,  and  the  paper  discontin- 
ued. He  was  public-spirited  in  an  eminent  degree, 
and  did  much  in  behalf  of  the  general  w  ellare  of  his 
comnumity. 

On  r\lay  13,  1857,  'Mr.  Flaviland  was  united  in 
I  marriage  with  Miss  Betsey  A.  San  forth  a  daughter 
of  A.  C.  Stanford,  of  Soulliington,  and  to  them 
came  one  son,  Clixtox  Saxford  Havilaxd,  who 
was  born  ^larch  19,  1S58,  and  wa's  educated  in 
Lewis  Academy.  lie,  too,  embarked  in  the  print- 
ing business  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1878  purchased  the  Southingt  ni  Reporter, 
which  was  established  in  1S73.  Changing  the  name 
to  the  SoiithiiigfOii  Phoenix,  he  continued  its  pub- 
lication until  his  death,  which  occurred  Nov.  29, 
1892.  By  dint  of  perseverance,  constant  application 
and  untiring  effort,  he  prospered,  and  gradually  en- 
larged his  business  until  the  Phoenix  became  recog- 
nized throughout  the  State  as  a  leader  among  the 
local  newspapers,  and  the  reputation  of  the  job  de- 
partment was  second  to  none.  -Mr.  Haviland  was 
I  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  Weekly  Press  Associa- 
j  tion,  was  one  of  its  early  officers,  and  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Southington  Board  of  Trade.  As 
a  business  man  'Sir.  Plaviland  was  upright  and  hon- 
orable in  all  his  transactions,  and  was  able,  ener- 
getic, tireless  and  enthusiastic  in  the  management 
of  his  affairs.  He  was  beloved  and  respected  by  his 
employes,  many  of  whom  were  in  his  service  from 
seven  to  fourteen  years.  He  had  great  admiration 
fur  the  beautiful  m  art  and  nature,  and  Ins  ciiief 
delight  was  in  his  lovely  home  and  its  surroundings. 
In  religious  connection  a  prominent  and  influential 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  he  filled  offices  in 
both  the  church  and  Sunday-school.  Deail;  came 
to  him  when  the  future  seemed  most  bright  and 
promising.  He  liad  much  to  live  for,  and  was  just 
entering  into  the  enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  his 
earlier  years  of  toil  and  perseverance.  On  Xov. 
30,  1880,  he  married  Miss  Julia  Gridley,  who  died 
in  1895. 

CHARLES  SMITH,  whose  <Ieath  on  June  13, 
1899,  is  still  fresh  in  the  memory  of  his  fellow-cit- 
izens, was  a  prospen  u?  tol)acco-gro\ver  and  gei> 
eral  farmer  of  the  tnwn  <d  Bloomfield,  Hartford 
county.  He  was  born  in  L'onnty  \\'e~tmeath,  Ire- 
land, Aug.  15,  1834,  stjii  of  (  )\ven  .'^miih,  als;>  a 
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native  of  CuuiUy  Wc^inu-atli,  who  was  a  farmer  by 
calling.  .He  niarrieil  .Mary  Clare,  of  the  same 
county,  and  this  union  was  blessed  with  three  sons 
and  one  daughter,  Charles  being  third  in  order  of 
binh.  J:'.oth  parents  died  in  County  Westnieath, 
devout  irieinliers  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

diaries  Sniiih  was  educated  in  the  parocliial 
schools  of  Iiis  nati\e  county,  and  was  reared  to 
manhood  on  his  father's  farm.  At  tlie  age  of 
twenty-lln-ee  years  he  sailed  for  America,  was  five 
weeks  and  three  days  in  crossing  the  ocenn.  and  on 
his  arrival  in  Connecticut  first  located  in  West  Hart- 
ford. He  engaged  in  fanning  until  iS6o,  when  he 
can-;e  to  Bloomiield,  and  was  there  employed  in  to- 
bacco-growing as  a  specialty,  until  his  death,  doing 
some  general  farming,  but  n)ore  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  produce  for  home  consumption  than  for 
profit. 

In  iSoj  'Sir.  Smith  was  married  in  Hartford,  to 
Miss  Ann  Keenan,  a  native  of  Queen's  County,  Ire- 
land, and  this  union  was  blessed  with  six  children, 
born  in  the  following  order:  ]\Iary,  now  deceased; 
Lizzie,  wife  of  Henry  Scott,  of  Windsor,  Conn.; 
Annie;  Charles,  of  Cushman's  ^Manufacturing  Co., 
Hartford,  and  married  to  !Miss  Kinsella  ;  John  :  and 
William.  ^>Ir.  Smith  was  a  faithful  Roman  Cath- 
olic in  religion,  and  a  liberal  contributor  of  his 
means  to  tlie  support  of  his  church ;  he  was  school 
treasurer  of  the  Old  Farms  District  for  several 
years.  He  was  always  temperate,  frugal  and  indus- 
trious, and  deservedly  stood  high  in  the  esteem  of 
his  neighbors.  He  was  a  stanch  supporter  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  took  a  keen  interest  in  public 
affairs,  but  he  never  sought  office  for  himself.  His 
remains  rest  in  Mount  St.  Benedict  cemetery. 

WILLIAM  GREENE  COMSTOCK  (de- 
ceased). At  his  residence.  No.  98S  .vlain  street, 
Friday  evening,  Aug.  4,  1^99,  passed  away  East 
Hatrford's  best-known  citizen,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
eight  years,  nine  months.  His  character  was  sterl- 
ing in  its  purity,  his  al)ilities  of  the  highest  order, 
and  his  career  most  happily  complete.  Spanning 
life  far  beyond  the  allotted  three  score  years  and  ten, 
the  peaceful  days  of  his  later  life  were  mellowed 
with  a  flood  of  'hai^py  reminiscences,  which  had  in- 
timate relation  with  the  best  interests  of  East  Hart- 
ford. 

William  Greene  Comstock  was  born  at  Comstcck 
Bridge,  on  tlie  line  of  Colchester  and  Chatham  tov.-ns. 
New  London  Co.,  Conn.,  Oct.  11,  1810,  and  was  a 
son  of  F'ranklin  G.  and  Tryphena  (Tracy)  Com- 
stock, the  latter  a  daughter  of  Gamaliel  R.  Tracy, 
a  hero  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  who  fought  at 
Monmouth  under  \\'ashington.  William  G.  Corn- 
stock  was  of  the  eighth  generation  descended  from 
William,  who  settled  in  Wethersficld,  Conn.,  in 
1641.  The  lineal  descent  of  our  subject  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

William  Comstock,  alluded  to  in  the  foregoing 
paragraph,  came  from  England  or  Wales  in  1O35, 
and  passed  the  latter  years  of  his  life  in  New  Lon- 


don, Conn. ;  Juhn  ( i )  was  born  in  England,  and 
came  to  America  with  his  father  ;  Johri  [2)  was  born 
in  Connecticiu  in  1O7O;  John  (3),  also  born  '  in 
Connecticut;  Chvistuidier,  son  of  Jolin  (3).  burn  in 
Hadlymc,  Conn.,  in  1720,  marrietl  .\mia  Willev 
and  died  Oct. -30,  iSo^;  Jabez,  son  of  Cliristupher, 
born  in  Iiadl_\ine  in  1755,  married  .Vlmy  Greene, 
daughter  of  James  and  Lucina  (Slocum)  Greene, 
and  died  ]March  23,  1812,  his  widow  surviving  un.til 
April  5,  1837,  when  sIjC  passed  awa}'  in  Wethers- 
field;  Franklin  G.,  son  of  Jabez,  born  March  17, 
1790,  died  Aug.  0,  1S45;  ^^'illiam  G.,  son  of 
I'^ranklin  G.,  is  our  subject. 

Franklin  G.  Comstock  was  possessed  of  wondier- 
ful  intellectuality  and  great  literary  ability,  was  tlie 
author  of  "Comstock's  Digest  of  Probate  Laws." 
and  was  the  voungest  judge  to  sit  on  the  Benches 
of  the  Probate  and  Superior  Courts  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut. 

William  G.  Comstock  received  his  primary  ed- 
ucation in  the  common  schools,  then  attended  the 
military  school  presided  over  by  Capt.  Patridge,  at 
]\Iiddletcwn,  and  finished  his  education  at  the  Wil- 
braham  (^lass.)  Academy,  of  v/hich  Wilbur  Fiske 
was  the  president.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he 
began  teaching  school  at  East  Haddam,  at  a  salarv  of 
ten  dollars  per  month,  and  taught  five  terms  in  all, 
including  a  school  at  I£ast  Hampton,  often  having 
some  of  his  old  schoolmates  as  pupils.  Toward 
the  close  he  received  a  salary  of  eighteen  dollars  per 
month,  the  highest  paid  in  those  days.  He  taught 
the  first  graded  school  at  ^liddle  Haddam,  the 
pioneer  of  the  graded  schools  of  the  State.  In  the 
meantime,  about  1820,  his  parents  removed  from 
Comstock's  Bridge  to  Miller's  Hill,  East  Hampton, 
and  located  on  the  "Lovell  Hall''  place.  His  father 
then  bought  a  half-interest  in  the  Xczc  England 
Reviciv,  a  Hartford  weekly  newspaper,  and  young 
William  G.,  relinquishing  school  teaching,  came  in 
1832  to  Hartford  to  engage  in  journalism  under 
the  auspices  of  his  father.  During  his  manage- 
ment Tlie  Xcw  E)iglaiid  Daily  Rcz'ieii'  was  pub- 
lished, being  the  first  daily  pa])er  ever  published  in 
Hartford.  The  first  year  he  boarded  at  the  ■"Ex- 
change Coft'ee  House,"  going  home  occasionallv. 
The  "Exchange,"  keot  by  Selah  Treat,  was  the 
general  stopping  place  of  the  stage  on  the  line  be- 
tween New  Haven  and  Boston,  and  there  Mr. 
Comstock  had  for  his  roommate  George  Roberts, 
later  president  of  the  Hartford  Carjjet  Co.  In  1833 
the  parents  of  Mr.  Lomstock  moved  to  Hartford, 
and  lived  on  the  south  side  of  Alorgan  street,  in 
the  third  house  east  f)f  Market  street,  until  June, 
[836,  when  they  removed  to  Wethcrsfield,  the  fa- 
ther, Franklin  G.  Comstock,  selling  out  his  inter- 
est in  the  Review  to  a  ^^'hig  cli(|ue,  which  of  course 
converted  the  paper  into  a  political  organ  of  the 
party. 

During  the  early  'tliirties  the  silk-CK'non  raising 
"cra/e"  broke  out  in  New  England,  and  nearly  all 
the  farmers  jjlanted  nndberry  trees  and  slartt'd.  i,> 
raise  cocoons  as  soon  as  possible.     l-'rankiii:  (r. 
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Conistoek  \va,s  very  prominent  in  \hc  movement, 
associatetl  witli  Christopher  Colt,  father  of  the  late 
Samuel  Colt.  They  established  headqnartcrs  in  a 
store  building-  on  J'rant  street,  and  grew,  boui^iu 
and  sold  mulberry  trees,  raised  cocoons,  sold  the 
eggs,  and  reeled  silk,  meeting  with  astonishing  suc- 
cess. Orders  lor  mulberry  trees  were  frequenth-  re- 
ceived accompanied  by  ^i,ooo.  .Mr.  Ccmstock 
came  to  be  regarded  as  the  leading  silk  culiurist  in. 
the  State,  and  for  a  number  of  years  published  tlie 
"Silk  Culturist  and  Farmers'  ^ianual,"'  a  monthlv 
magazine.  During  tlie  winter  of  1S37  ^^■illiam 
G.  Comstock  went  to  Cuba,  taking  with  him  a  lot 
of  young  mulberry  trees.  He  purchased  a  plot  of 
ground  at  .Matanzas.  set  out  the  }-oung  trees,  and 
remained  there  until  spring.  During  that  time  he 
purchased  one  lot  of  trees  for  S500,  which  he  shipped 
home  to  his  father,  wlio  disDOsed  of  them  for  $2,500. 
The  craze  died  out  within  a  few  vears,  the  farmers 
generally  meeting  witli  little  success,  and  the  material 
imported  from  China  and  Italy  being  so  cheap;  but 
j\Ir.  Comstock  and  his  partner  made,  within  a  short 
time,  what  was  then  considered  a  handsome  forrunc. 

In  1S3S  Franklin  G.  Comstock  bought  the  farm 
that  had  been  worked  by  James  L.  Belden,  a  garden- 
seed  grower,  and  formed  a  partnership  with  Butler 
N.  Strong,  in  this  peculiar  line  of  seed-growing, 
founding  the  first  farm  worthy  of  the  name  of  a  seed 
farm  in  Xew  England.  It  was  in  this  business  that 
William  G.  Comstock  manifested  his  superior  abil- 
ity as  a  business  man,  and  developed  the  advanced 
ideas  that  have  ever  since  dominated  the  large  seed- 
growing  firms  of  the  United  States.  He  devised 
the  plan  by  which  the  different  varieties  were 
shipped  in  boxes  of  new  design  to  all  parts  of  the 
country- — a  plan  now  followed  by  all  gardeners 
engaged  ii^  this  industry.  When  his  father  died, 
in  i845,'A\'illiam  G.  became  sole  proprietor  of  the 
business,  of  which  he  had  been  practically  the  head 
from  the  beginning,  and  he  now  foresaw  that  there 
was  a  great  future  for  it.  He  branched  out.  He 
made  trips  to  the  South,  visiting  ^Memphis,  A'ieks- 
burg,  Xatchez,  ^lobile  and  Xew  Orleans,  and  in  the 
last-named  city  a  dealer  in  seeds  not  only  took  all 
his  stock  on  hand,  but  placed  an  order  for  more, 
to  the  amount  of  $2,500.  ]\Iost  of  this  trip  was 
made  on  the  Mississippi  river,  aboard  the  steamer 
"Xatchez,"  the  cost  being  about  fifteen  dollars  for  a 
trip  of  two  weeks'  duration.  The  business  was  aug- 
mented bv  the  purchase  of  seventy-five  acres  of  land 
at  Urbana,  Ohio,  and  this  branch  until  this  day  is 
recognized  as  the  seed  farm  of  the  West.  In  1850 
Mr.  Comstock  formed  a  stock  company,  under  the 
name  of  Comstock,  Ferre  &  Co.,  with  a  capital  of 
$40,000,  taking  into  the  concern  yir.  Henry  Ferre. 
The  first  year  a  dividend  of  si.x  per  cent  was  de- 
clared, and  afterward  a  dividend  of  ten  per  cent 
every  six  months.  He  remained  at  the  head  of  this 
company  for  many  years. 

On  Xov.  12,  1857,  Comstock  came  to  East 
Hartford,  bought  the  Henry  Olmstead  place,  and 
there  made  his  home  until  his  fleath.    The  dwelling 


I  he  first  ocoujiied  b.ere  was  destroyed    by    fire  in 
j  March.  1S75,  but  he  at  once  rej^laced  it  with  an 
I  elegant  mansion,  the  best  residence  in  the  town, 
i  For  a  time  after  settling  in  East  Hartford  he  was 
I  identified  with  Comstock.  I'^erre  &  Co..  from  which 
j  he  gradually  withdrew,  selling  ofi'  his  stock,  but 
1  contiiuung  to  do-considerable  business  for  the  firm. 
I  which  is  still  ojierated  imder  the  original  name, 
t  bor  some  years  -Jr.  Comstock"  lived  in  retirement. 
]  but  held  large  interests  in  various  investments  aiid 
I  continued  to  personally  direct  them  uiuil  his  death. 
I        Mr.  Comstock  was  united  in  marriage,  July  3. 
I  1S37,  by  Rev.  ]M.  Roland,  in  Xew  York  Citv,  to 
j  Miss  Adeline  Strong,  a  native  of  East  liampton, 
j  Conn.,  born  April  29.  1S12.  a  daughter  of  Henry 
j  and  Susannah   ( Cook )   Strong.     ]^Irs.  Comstock 
!  was  called  from  earth  Jan.  3.  iSSo.    Children  were 
born  to  this  union  as  follows:  Franklin  G.,  May 
27.  1S3S :  Jabez  Knight.  Feb.  5.  1841  (died  in  1S55  )  ; 
]Mary  Emma,  X^ov.  30,  1S42  (died  young)  :  Amy, 
}.Iay  22.  1845  (sho  was  married  to  Henry  Hoppin 
Knight,  of  Brooklyn,  X'.  Y.,  died  Feb.  2.  1SS9.  and 
was  buried  in  Greenwood  cemetery,  that  city;  Will- 
iam Greene,  Jr.,  and  Frederick  (twins),  Feb,  13. 
1847;  Ralph  Tracy  (deceased  in  cliildhood)  ;  and 
Robbins  Tracy,  born  Oct.  24,  1855  (died  unmar- 
ried X'ov.  16,  1890).    The  twins  alluded  to  above 
now  constitute  the  firm  of  ^^^  G.  &  F.  Comstock. 
real  estate  men  of  East  Flartford.    Tliey  completed 
Comstock  Hall  and  block  in  1899,  the  most  up-to- 
date  building  in  that  localitv.  and  are  among  the 
most  enterprising  and  pushing  business   men  of 
the  town.    A\'illiam  G.  is  still  immarried.  Fred- 
erick, married,  on  April  5,  1875.  ^li^s  Xellie  Will- 
iams, of  East  Hartford,  and  is  the  father  of  four 
sons.  Tracv  S.,  Frederick  H..  Lewis  B.  and  Do'.i- 
ald  C.  S. 

William  G.  Comstock  in  politics  was  a  \\'hig. 
and  was  never  anything  else  as  a  party  man.  as 
when  that  party  went  out  of  existence  he  kept  aloof 
from  party  alliance.  At  one  convention  of  Whigs, 
in  Hartford,  he  met  and  shook  hands  with  Henry 
Clay,  and  this  incident  he  pleasantly  recalled  long 
afterward.  While  connected  with  the  A'r:>.'  E)iglaiiJ 
Rez'iczv  he  v.-as  the  first  to  introdiice  the  name  of 
William  Henry  Flarrison  as  a  candidate  for  the 
Presidencv,  to  the  people  of  Xew  England,  placing 
it  at  the  head  of  his  editorial  column  Jan.  30,  1S36, 
"subject  to  the  decision  of  the  people." 

Mr.  Comstock  was  wont  to  recall  that,  a  few 
years  after  the  convention  at  vrhich  he  met  Mr.  Clay, 
President  Andrew  Jackson  visited  Hartford,  while 
making  a  tour  of  Xew  Englanil  for  purposes  known 
to  himself  alone,  but  not  with  any  ])olitical  ol)iect 
in  view.  Mr.  Comstock  described  him  as  riding 
a  handsome  white  horse  through  Main  street,  busy 
in  bowing  his  acknowledgments  to  the  fiuttering 
handkerchiefs  in  the  hands  of  belles  and  dames 
in  the  windows,  and  to  the  huzzahs  of  the  men  who 
tb.ronged  the  sidewalks.  Following  the  President 
there  were  several  Ijarouches,  in  which  were  seated 
the  jirincipal  citizens  of  llartfurd  and  several  mem- 
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bers  of  the  cabinet,  including-  }i[arlin  \"an  Biircn, 
Jackson's  succc^sor  to  the  Presidency. 

-Mr.  Conistock  was  one  of  the  most  bitter  enunies 
of  the  old  toll  bridge  conipan}-  ar  East  Hartford,  and 
his  advocacy  of  a  free-bridge  s\steni  was  sirting, 
able  and  elTcctive.  lie  fought  the  toll  s\-teni  for 
ten  or  Utteen  years,  and  eventuallv  conquered  tlie 
rich  old  bridge  corporation,  and  succeeded  in  es- 
tablishing free  bridges  across  the  Connecticut  river; 
the  wisdom  of  his  course  was  shown  by  the  immedi- 
ate increase  in  the  population  on  the  east  side  of 
the  river.  In  fact,  he  always  manifested  a  wonder- 
ful capability  for  business,  and  certainly  had  no 
equal  in  the  town,  even  in  his  advanced  years.  As 
a  mechanic  he  invented  an  implement  which  met 
with  a  ready  sale  all  over  the  globe,  and  was  known 
as  Comstock's  Seed  Sower  and  Cultivator.  He  was 
the  largest  landholder  in  East  Elartford,  where  he 
erected  many  buildings.  He  was  ever  prompt  in 
filling  his  obligations,  and  expected  others  to  be 
so,  and  was  never  afraid  ro  say  "no"  at  the  proper 
time.  He  and  his  sons  have  done  more  to  build 
up  East  Hartford  than  any  other  familv  in  the  town. 
In  his  advanced -age,  notwithstanding  the  paralysis 
of  his  left  side,  I\Ir.  Comstock  kept  his  books  him- 
self, drew  up  all  his  legal  documents,  and  wrote 
with  as  steady  a  hand  as  any  man  of  fiftv. 

CEIARLES  KELLEY,  D.,  a  prominent  and 
successful  physician  of  Plantsville,  was  born  in 
Poughkeepsie,  X.  Y.,  Xov.  ii,  1859,  a  son  of 
George  V\'.  and  Rachel  A.  (Osborne)  Kelley. 
The  paternal  grandfather,  \\'illiam  AV.  Kelley, 
was  a  farmer  and  basket  manufacturer  of  Dutchess 
county,  X.  Y.,  while  the  maternal  grandfather, 
Isaac  Osborne,  was  a  carpenter  and  builder  of  Xew 
York  City.  George  W.  Kelley  v^-as  a  resident  of 
Poughkeepsie,  X.  Y.,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
which-occurred  July  28,  1S94,  was  general  agent 
for  PI.  D.  Justi,  manufacturer  of  dental  supplies, 
of  Philadelphia,  and  was  also  the  president  of  the 
Trade  Dental  Association  of  the  United  States 
and  Canada,  being  one  of  the  best-known  men  in 
his  line  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  his  native  town  and 
in  Hyde  Park,  X.  Y.,  and  his  literary  education  was 
obtained  in  the  public  schools  of  that  State.  In 
1878,  at  the  aee  of  nineteen  years,  he  commenced 
the  study  of  medicine  with  h.is  uncle,  C.  H.  Yel- 
vington,  Al.  D.,  of  Susquehanna,  Penn,,  and  in  1S80 
entered  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  Xew  York 
City,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1S83.  In 
August  of  the  same  year  he  began  practice  at 
iMoore's  IMill,  X.  Y.,  where  he  rernamed  until  .May, 
1884,  and  then  came  to  Plantsville,  Conn.,  where 
he  has  since  been  actively  and  successfully  engaged 
in  jiractice. 

On  June  13.  1887,  Dr.  Kelley  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  INIiss  Sarah  Tornton,  a  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Hilary  ( Illingworth  )  Tornton,  of  Bis- 
marck. X.  Dak.,  formerly  of  England.  'Idle  Doc- 
'tor  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  of 


:  Plantsville.  Fraternally  he  is  a  prominent  ^Nlason, 
\  belonging  to  iMnendship  Lodge,  Xo.  33.  F.  &  A. 
^i.;  Triime  Cha])ter,  Xo.  40,  R.  A.  Ai. ;  Temple 
Council,  Xo.  3J.  R.  is:  S.  ]\[.;  and  Harmony  Chap- 
ter, Xo.  s^.  Ok  E.  S.  ;  and  he  also  holds  membership 
in  Eureka  Lodge,  Xo.  75.  I.  O.  O.  F. ;  William 
Perry  Lodge,  Xo.  50,  K.  P.;  Union  Grange,  Xo. 
:  25,  1'.  of  H.  ':  Hira^Temple,  Xo.  90,  D.  K. ; 

i  \Vonx  Tribe,  Xo.  28,  I.  O.  R.  M'. ;  Unity  Council, 
'\  Xo.  II,  L'.  U.  A.  3.1. ;  Southington  Cuuncil.  Xo. 
'  125S,  R.  A.;  and  Panthorn  Tent,  Xo.  32,  K.  O. 

T.  31.  Politically  he  is  itlentitied  with  the  Repub- 
:  lican  jiarty.  He  stands  high  in  professional  cir- 
j  cles,  asul  as  a  citizen  is  widely  and  favorably  known. 

i  AMCJS  RICHARD  EXO  (deceased)  was  born 
in  Simsbury,  Hartford  county,  Xov.  i,  1810,  and 
;  was  the  third  child  and  second  son  of  .Salmon  and 
\  Tsiary  (Richards)  Eno.  The  father,  Salmon  Eno, 
!  was  born  Dec.  13,  1779,  and  died  April  3,  1842; 
i  the  mother,  Mary  (Richards)  Eno,  was  born  in 
1785,  and  died  Sept.  29.  18S3. 

Amos  R.  Eno  was  a  farmer  boy  on  the  home 
I  place  until  his  sixteenth  }'ear,  and  his  schooling  was 
j  acquired  altogether  in  his  native  town.  At  the  age 
I  mentioned  he  went  to  Hartford  as  a  clerk  and  on 
I  his  return,  with  the  limited  means  at  his  command, 
j  he  opened  a  store  at  Hoskins  Station,  as  it  is  nov\- 
!  called,  at  the  time  when  the  old  Xew  Haven  & 
i  Xorthampton  canal  was  being  constructed.  .Vs  this 
j  work  of  construction  drew  a  great  many  laljorers 
i  to  the  neighborhood,  and  as  his  store  was  beside  the 
I  canal,  he  did  a  thriving  business.  But  a  country 
j  store  was  too  narrow  in  its  scope  for  a  man  of  his 
j  energy  and  business  talents,  an.d  he  sought  the 
I  broader  field  of  Xew  York  City,  in  which  to  ex- 
I  ercise  his  abilities,  and  met  with  tremendotis  suc- 
j  cess — realizing  over  twenty-five  million  dollars  be- 
I  fore  retirement. 

j  Had  Amos  R.  Eno,  with  the  great  intellect 
j  which  his  limited  schooling  left  undeveloped,  re- 
!  ceived  an  adequate  education  at  the  proper  time  of 
j  life,  he  would  have  become  one  of  the  greatest 

scholars  of  his  aee,  as  he  became  unsurpassed  as 
I  a  business  man.  He  was  a  natural  student,  how- 
j  ever,  and  a  keen  observer,  and  triug"ht  himself 
j  through  constant  reading.  Every  hour  not  devoted  to 
I  business  was  passed  in  study,  which  aft'ordcd  him  the 
j  greatest  pleasure  possible.  The  languages  especially 
j  appealed  to  his  taste,  French  and  Italian  being  his  fa- 
I  vorites,  the  former  of  which  he  read  with  great  tlu- 
I  ency.  .Scientific  works,  also,  had  a  great  attraction 
j  for  him,  and  this,  added  to  his  close  observation  of 

nature,  furnished  him  with  a  fund  of  knowledge 

possessed  by  few — in  fact  only  l)y  noted  and  learned 

men. 

Amos  R.  luio  marrieil  Lucy  J;ine  ]'hel]is.  of 
Simsbury,  in  which  town  she  was  Ijorn,  a  daugiUer 
of  Hon.  JCIisha  and  Lucy  (Smith)  i'helps,  the  for- 
mer of  whom  was  born  in  Simsbury,  i''.  I77*J> 
and  the  latter  in  Middietown,  Conn.  T')  iliis 
felicitous  unit'U  were  bmn  seven  children,  in  the 
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follow  i-ii',-  order:  Amos  F.,  of  Xcw  York;  'Sldvy  ].  \ 
(Mrs.  I'inchoO,  of  the  same  citv  ;  Anna  Maria,  ' 
deceased;  Henry  Clay,  of  Saug-atuck,  Conn.:  An-  | 
t(Mnette  (now  Mrs.  Wood,  a  widow),  of  Simsbnrv  ;  ! 
John  Clu-sier,  of  Xew  ^'ork  ;  and  William  i'helps, 
of  SaugaUick,  C>_Minecticnt.  I 

In  liis  latter  years  Mr.  Eno  ^^ave  up  Iiis  residence  i 
in  Xew  \  Lirk  and  came  to  live  j>ermaner,tlv  in  .Sims-.  \ 
bur}-,  where  he  had  for  years  maintained  a  summer  j 
residence.    But  his  business  alTair^  required  nuich  t 
of  his  time  in  the  great  city,  an.d  he  stopped  at  tlic 
"Fifth  Avenue  Hotel, which  he  had  ljuilt.  Shorth' 
before  liis  death  he  established  a  city  home  at  the 
corner  of  Fifth  avenue  and  Tenth  ^treet,  where  his 
death  took  place  Feb.  21,  1S98,  his  remains  being 
brought  to  Simsbnrv  for  interment  beside  those  of  j 
his  wife,  wdio  died  in  Xovember.  1SS3.    Fie  was  a  | 
member  of  the  Congregational  Societv  (not  of  the  | 
church),  and  freely  contributed  to  the  support  of  i 
the  church.  | 

\\'hilc  yir.  Eno  had  at  his  command  tlie  means  I 
to  gratify  every  whim  and  to  secure  everv  luxurv  I 
known,  liis  happiest  dream  and  greatest  joy  were  ! 
found  in  his  hope  of  returning  to  Simsbnrv.  His  ! 
millions  did  not  change  the  individual,  and  he  was  | 
always  proud  to  shake  the  hand  of  his  old  boyhood 
friends,  who  had  been  less  successful  in  progress 
through  life.  He  was  known  to  everybodv  in  his 
town,  but  nobody  could  possiblv  be  less  pretentious, 
and  yet  dignified,  and  none  commanded  greater 
respect.  His-  life  was  marked  by  acts  of  kind- 
ness and  generosity  to  brothers  and  other  relatives, 
near  and  distant,  and  his  acts  of  mnniiicence  were 
innumerable.  Xot  a  project  was  ever  broached  in 
Simsbury  for  more  than  fortv  years  that  he  was  not 
solicited  to  aid,  and  as  often  as  he  was  solicited  he 
responded  in  a  most  substantial  manner.  Mr.  Eno 
was  conceded  to  be  the  best  judge  of  real  estate 
values  in  X'ew  York  Cit}-.  and  probably  his  opinion 
was  oftener  sought  on  this  subject  than  that  of 
any  other  man  of  his  time.  That  he  was  far-seeing 
in  this  respect  is  proven  by  the  fact  that  every  penny 
of  liis  vast  fortune  was  earned  by  himself,  the 
greater  part  of  it  through  real  estate  investments. 
From  a  pjoor  boy  he  developed  himself  into  one  of 
the  richest  men  that  Connecticut  ever  produced,  and 
Simsbury  is  proud  that  it  was  his  brithplace.  The 
following  excerpt,  taken  from  the  Hartford  Coitrant's 
obituary  notice  published  shortly  after  the  death  of 
-^Ir.  Eno,  throws  some  additional  light  upon  the 
lamented  deceased's  career  in  Xew  York,  and  is 
well  worth  reading : 

.  Amos  Richards  Eno,  the  well-known  New  York  niillion- 
aire,  who  has  lived  for  a  large  jmrt  of  his  lift-  m  Simshury  and 
was  one  of  the  most  prominent  residents  of  that  town,  died 
at  li:s  home  in  Xew  York  yesterday  mornms:  afi^r  a  Ijrief 
illness.  He  was  ei(,dUv-5even  years  old.  Until  four  years 
ap),  when  he  had  an  attack  of'  pneumonia,  he  was  remark- 
ably stron;^'-  in  mind  and  body,  but  since  that  tune  he  has 
been  m  [loi.r  health,  and  his  death  was  due  to  a  general 
breakint:  d(jwn  and  old  age.    *  * 

John  Oliii^tead,  of  this  city,  offered  to  make  Mr  .  Eno  his 
partner,  ljut  he  refused,  went  to  New  York,  and  not  long 
after  took  into  jiartncrship  liis  cousin,  John  J.  Phelps,  a 


wholesale  dry-i;oods  nierchant.  The  firm  was  successful, 
and  it  was  there  that  he  laid  the  foundation  of  his  great  for- 
tune. The  i'artnershin  linaliy  separated,  and  .\Ir.  Eno 
organized  the  tirm  of  Eno,  Mahony  &  Co.  He  began  to 
purchase  real  estate,  and  his  mterests  in  that  direction  be- 
came so  iai  ge  that  he  gave  up  the  dry-goods  business  entirely. 

He  was  a  daring  buyer,  but  it  was  seldom  that  he  made 
a  venture  which  did^  not  have  a  successful  endiiK'.  He  cun- 
ceived  and  put  into  operation  the  idea  of  budding  the  "Fifth 
Avenue  Hotel,"  although  it  was  considered  at  that  time 
that  t)ie  site  was  so  far  up-town  as  to  render  it  impossible 
that  a  hotel  there  should  pay.  When  the  building  was 
begun  It  was  generally  known  as  "  Eno's  foiiv."  "  The 
risk  was  thought  to  be  a  tremenLioiss  one,  but  nevertheless 
the  building  was  rinally  completed  and  opened  as  the  lead- 
ing luitel  ot  New  York.  The  profits  were  large,  and  soon 
after  .Mr.  Eno  bought  .the  triangular  piece '  of  land  at  the 
corner  of  Broadway  and  Fifth  avenue,  at  Twenty-third 
street,  for  rfo.UUO,  which  is  now  the  annual  rental  of  the 
propertv.  For  several  years  he  lived  in  a  house  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Fifth  avenue  and  Twenty-seventh  street,  for  which 
he  originaily  paid  81'2o,U00.  A  few  vears  ago  .'le  sold  it  to 
the  Reform  Ciub  for  ?J'_'7,000.  Mr.  Eno  was  the  owner  of 
property  in  that  vicimt\-,  his  fortune  in  re.d  estate  being  an 
enormous  one. 

-Mr.  Eno  purchased  the  old  Elisha  Phelps  property  on 
Main  street,  in  Simsbury,  where  he  spent  his  summers  whea 
he  was  not  abroad.  He  always  interested  himself  in  the 
affairs  of  the  town,  and  was  ever  ready  to  give  to  any 
object  which  he  considered  worthy.  He  was  a  man. 
of  very  benevolent  nature.  He  gave  to  the  town  a  pub- 
lic library  which,  together  v.-ith  aTl  the  additions  he  made 
to  Its  collections,  has  cost  about  Soo.UOO.  He  bought  a  large 
farm  and  gave  it  to  the  town,  with  the  buildings"  on  it,  as  a 
home  for  the  town  poor.  He  gave  vvith  great  liberality  to 
the  First  Congregational  Church  of  Simsbury.  He  was  inter- 
ested in  the  work  of  Dr.  Parkhurst  in  New  York,  and  aided 
in  its  promotion  by  a  generous  outlay  of  funds. 

He  was  a  very  keen  man,  of  sharp  wit,  but  of  a  hearty 
and  cordial  bearing,  which  with  a  warm  heart  won  for  him 
a  host  of  friends.  As  he  said  of  himself,  when  he  was  a 
young  man  he  was  so  eager  to  learn  that  there  was  always  "  an 
interrogation  point  at  the  entl  of  his  nose.''  There  are 
many  relatives  living  in  Simsbury,  the  family  is  of  remark- 
able longevity — there  being  still  alive  his  sisters,  Mrs.  Eme- 
line  Bassett,  of  New  liritain,  aged  ninety-four;  Mrs.  Milton 
Humpreys,  of  Farmincton,  aged  eighty-two;  and  his  brother 
Salmon  C.  Eno,  who  is  also  very  old.  The  wife  of  Amos, 
Eno,  who  died  about  lifteen  years  ago,  was  I.^ucy  Jane 
Phelps,  of  Simsbury,  the  daughter  of  Elisha  Phelps,  and 
the  sister  of  Gov.  Phelps,  of  Missouri,  who  ser\-ed  nine 
terms  in  the  United  States  House  of  Representatives. 

EDWARID  GAGER  FOX,  .AL  D.,  was  born 
at  ^Vetherstleld  Aug.  8,  1859,  a  son  of  the  late  Dr. 
Roswell  Fox,  who  was  a  practicing  pliysician  at 
that  place  for  nearly  half  a  century,  and  held  in 
high  esteem  as  a  physician,  a  citizen  and  a  man. 

The  Doctor's  great-grandfather,  Roswell  Fox, 
Sr.,  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  and  took  part  in 
the  battle  of  Lexii-igton.  He  was  a  farmer  by  oc- 
cujjation.  Flis  son  David  A.  was  born  in  Bozrah, 
Conn.,  and  also  took  up  farming,  making  his  home 
at  Lebanon.  He  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
being  Wealthy  Saxton,  by  whom  he  had  three  chil- 
dren: Roswell;  Eunice,  who  died  in  infanc}-;  and 
Dr.  David  .V.  The  last  named  studied  medicine 
at  the  Xew  Y(.>vk  University,  graduating  therefrom 
in  18-I.9;  '1^'  now  a  resident  of  Clinton,  Conn. 
David  -V.  Fox  had  several  children  by  his  second 
wife.  Sarah  Waterman,  but  the  only  one  now  liv- 
ing is  Sarah  Maria,  widow  of  H.  11.  Starkweather, 
ex-meinlK  r  of  Congress. 
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Dr.  Roswcll  Fox  was  born  at.  Lebanon,  Conn., 
Nov.  14,  1825.  and  ])assed  liis  early  years  upon  a 
farm,  recoivini;-  liis  first  scbolaslic  training  at  tlie 
district  schools,  in  which  so  nianv  of  Xcw  Eng- 
lanil's  eminent  sons  actjuircd  llieir  fir.st  impulse 
toward  a  higiier,  broader  culture.  At  tlie  age  of 
seventeen  he  liimself  became  an  instructor  in  those 
primitive  "scats  of  learning,"  and  soon  afterward 
supplemented  his  early  schooling  by  attendance  at 
the  Bacon  Acadeniy,  at  Colchester,  and  W'ilbraham 
(Mass.)  Academy.  His  predilection  was  for  the 
study  of  medicine,  and  in  1844.  he  became  a  stu- 
dent in  the  office  of  Dr.  Elisha  Phinney.  of  Yantic. 
The  following  year  he  entered  Yale  College,  and 
after  a  year's  stuily  at  that  institution  went  to 
New  York,  where  lie  matriculated  at  the  ?\Iedical 
Department  of  the  New  York  University.  Upon 
receiving  his  diploma  and  degree,  in  1S47,  ^'"^  went 
to  Wethersheld,  where  he  resided  until  his  death, 
Oct.  25,  1S9S.  He  was  at  once  appointed  visiting 
physician  of  the  State  prison  at  that  town,  of  which 
his  father,  David  A.  Fox,  was  one  of  the  board  of 
directors.  In  1896  he  gave  up  active  practice  to 
pass  the  remainder  of  his  busy,  useful  life  in  well- 
earned  retirement  and  rest. 

In  1848  Dr.  Fox  was  married  to  IVIiss  Aim  2^1. 
Gager,  and  they  lived  to  celebrate  their  golden  wed- 
ding. Two  children  were  born  to  them :  Edward 
G.  and  Charles  J.  On  3>Iay  18,  1SS7,  the  latter 
married  Lillian  "\\'inslow,  of  Simsbury,  who  died 
Sept.  28,  1 888.  Dr.  Roswell  Fox  was  indeed  a 
self-made  man,  for  when  he  entered  upon  the  prac- 
tice of  his  chosen  profession  he  had  but  fifteen  dol- 
lars, and  he  gained  success  by  diligent  and  per- 
sistent effort..  Fie  was  a  stanch  Democrat,  and  a 
consistent  member  and  liberal  supporter  of  the 
Congregational  Church.  His  townsnien  attested 
their  appreciation  of  his  character  and  capability 
by  electing  him  to  various  offices,  among  them  be- 
ing those  of  selectman  and  school  visitor.  He  was 
a  member  of  both  the  State  and  Countv  ^Medical 
Societies,  in  whose  deliberations  he  was  deeply  in- 
terested, and  in  whose  proceedings  he  tcok  an  active 
part.  lie  was  for  twenty  years  president  of  the 
Comstock  Fcrre  Seed  Company,  and  belonged  to 
the  old  Charter  Oak  Fellowship  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
the  first  of  that  order  to  be  organized  in  Weth- 
crsfield. 

Edward  G.  Fox  enjoyed  exceptionally  good 
educational  advantages.  He  passed  through  the 
grammar  and  high  schools  with  credit,  and  had, 
for  a  time,  the  benefit  of  the  instruction  of  a  pri- 
vate tutor.  In  1878  he  began  the  study  of  mcfli- 
cine  in  liis  father's  office,  and  in  1S70  entercrl  the 
medical  school  of  Xcw  York  L'niversity.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  prescribed  course  of  three  years  at  that 
institution  he  took  a  special  course  on  the  heart 
anrl  lungs,  anrl  grarluated  in  1883  with  hicrh  honors. 
On  leaving  college  he  returned  to  Wethersfield,  and 
entered  into  a  professional  partnership  with  Iiis 
father.  Fie  is  still  engaged  in  active  and  successful 
practice  in  the  town  where  he  was  born  and  reared. 


!  For  seven  years,  1891-1898,  he  served  as  visiting 
I  i^hysician  of  the  State  prison,  and  was  re-appointed 
I  July  I,  1900:  this  position  was  filled  some  fortv 
:  years  Jjeiore  Ijy  his  father.  He  is  a  prominent  mem- 
1  ber  of  the  Connecticut  State  and  Hartford  County 
Medical  Societi^js,  and  of  the  American  ^vledical  As- 
sociation, and  is  a  Mason  of  high  degree,  lieing  aftil- 
iated  with  St.  John's  Lodge,  of  Hartford,  as  well 
as   Pythagoras    Chapter    and   Washington.  Com- 
mandery.    In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  in 
religirius  faith  a  Congregationalist. 

On  Oct.  _'6.  1892,  Dr.  Fox  was  married  to  IMiss 
Frances  S.  Wells,  daughter  of  the  late  George  L. 
^^"ells.  of  Wethersfield.  Th.cy  have  one  child, 
Kenneth  Lewis,  born  Jan.  30,  1S96. 

LY.MAN  RISLEY.  the  well-known  retired  lum- 
ber nierch.ant  and  extensive  properly  holder  of  East 
Hartford  Meadow,  where  he  has  been  a  resident  for 
nearly  sixtv  years,  was  born  in  Hockanum,  town  of 
East  Hartford,  Feb.  5,  1820.  l\lr.  Risley  is  de- 
scended from  one  of  the  oldest  of  New  England 
fannlies.  and  is  to-day  on.e  of  the  best  preserved  gen- 
tlemen of  his  years,  one  so  seldom  seen  after  a  busv 
life  that  began  when  he  was  a  boy  and  closed  it's 
activity  oiily  within  the  past  few  ve'ars. 

Benjamin  Risley,  grandfather  of  Lyman,  was 
a  carpenter  by  calling,  resided  in  Glastonbury,  and 
there  died  at  an  advanced  age.  He  had  a  very 
large  family,  of  wjiom  three  sons  went  to  the  State 
of  New  York,  where  they  passed  the  remainder  of 
their  lives. 

Ashbel  Risley,  father  of  Lyman,  was  born  in 
Glastonbury,  and  was  also  a  carpenter.  He  mar- 
ried Lucinda  Goodale,  who  was  born  at  Burnside, 
Conn.,  and  also  came  of  a  very  old  and  respected 
family.  Ashbel  Risley  died  at  the  age  of  seventv- 
four  years,  and  his  wife  was  over  ninety-six  years 
old  when  she  died ;  the  remains  of  both  were  in- 
terred at  Hockanum.  Of  their  children,  three  only 
are  now  living:  Lyman,  the  subject' of  this  sketch; 
Delia,  widow  of  a  ^Ir.  Waterman,  of  ^Manchester, 
Conn. ;  and  Robert,  who  lives  in  Hockanum. 

Lyman  Risley  received  a  meager  education  in 
the  district  schools,  wdiich  did  not  afl'ord  advantages 
equal  to  those  of  the  present  dav.  and  l)eing  the 
eldest  son  he  began  working  for  himself  at  the 
age  of  ten  years,  his  parents  not  being  over  wealthy. 
He  began  by  picking  up  potatoes  (after  they  had 
been  dug)  at  one  cent  per  bushel,  and  some  times, 
when  a  "youngster,"  worked  for  his  simple  board. 
In  March,  1841,  Mr.  Risley  came  to  East  Hart- 
ford, where  he  found  work  as  a  farm  hand.  In 
Jidy,  1841,  he  married  ]\Iiss  Betsey  Lewis,  of 
Hebron,  Conn.,  and  went  to  housekeeping  in  Hock- 
anum, being  at  the  lime  twelve  dollars  in  debt. 
During  the  same  year  he  entered  the  employ  of 
Marslon  &:  1'rcat,  lumber  dealers  of  East  Hartford 
Meadow,  with  whom  he  continued  to  work  for 
twcnlv-five  vears,  later  became  a  ^lartncr  wilh  Mr. 
Marston,  finally  became  sole  proprietor  and  con- 
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ducted  ilio  Inisincss  until  succeeded  by  his  rrrand- 
cluldren,  Jencks  Crciliers.  ihc  i)rejent  proprietors — 
iiavini;  been  in  the  hnnbcr  trade  more  than  lia'.f  a 
century,  if^  b.i^an  with  Mar.-ton  &  Treat  as  a 
coninitm  labon^r  during-  the  summer  season  only, 
anil  chojipcd  wood  in  the  winter  at  two  shillings 
per  cord  :  now  he  is  one  of  the  wealt]ue>t  men  of 
liast  Hartford  town,  not  through  any  fortuitous 
circumstances,  but  tlirough  his  own  personal  en- 
deavor ami  the  exercise  of  tiie  sound  judgment 
with  which  lie  is  blessed. 

This  judgment  was  exeniidified  in  his  fortunate 
choice  of  his  wife,  wlio  was  a  most  amiable  lady, 
a  valuable  helpmate,  and  a  noble,  kind-hearted 
mother.  To  their  marriage  were  born  three  chil- 
dren :  One  that  died  in  infancy  unnamed  ;  Caroline 
(Mrs.  BabcockV  of  East  ITartf-^rd  Mcadov," ;  and 
Erwin  Risley.  of  the  same  village.  Mrs.  Risley 
passed  away  in  the  fall  of  1S91,  when  sl;e  was  over 
S'Cventv  years  of  age,  and  her  remains  lie  at  rest 
in  Hockantmi  cemeterv.  In  1854  ]vlr.  Risley  built 
for  himself  and  family  a  fine  dwelling  in  East  Hart- 
ford Meadow,  which  he  occupied  until  1S75,  when 
he  erected  his  present  handsome  residence.  Up  to 
the  winter  of  1898-99  I\Ir.  Risley  bad  hardly  ever 
suffered  a  pain  from  illness  or  an  infirmity  of  age, 
and  he  still  retains  each  faculty  in  its  full  perfec- 
tion. X'o  harder  worker  ever  existed,  and  he  is 
still  indefatigable  in  his  attention  to  his  real-estate 
interests. 

From  his  youth  I\lr.  Risley  has  been  an  admirer 
of  a  good  horse,  and  among  others  he  raised  the 
stanch  roadster  ''Charles  Jcfi:'erson,"  which,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-five  years  was  probably  the  speed- 
iest road  horse  in  Xew  England.  2vlr.  Risley  is  an 
excellent  reinsman,  notwithstanding  his  advanced 
vears,  and  still  holds  membership  in  the  Gentle- 
men's Driving  Club  of  Hartford.  He  is  also  a 
stockholder  in  the  East  Hartford  Driving  Club 
Company. 

Mr.  Risley,  ir  will  have  been  seen,  is  from  a  busi- 
ness point  of  view  a  decidedly  selfmade  man,  and 
during  his  long  career  his  integrity  has  never  been 
called  in  question.  He  has  led  a  useful  life,  his  en- 
terprises resulting  in  vast  benefit  to  his  fellow- 
men,  and  his  innumerable  benefactions  have  been 
bestowed  unostentatiously  and  with  that  innate 
modesty  and  unaffectedness  that  ever  mark  the 
true-born  gentleman. 

LAWRENXE  DALY,  deceased.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  the  founder  of  a  prosperous 
and  successful  family  in  the  town  of  South  Wind- 
sor, the  members  of  which  since  his  untimely  death, 
a  quarter  of  a  century  ae  >,  have  most  admirablv 
conducted  the  farm,  his  widow  displaying  business 
ability  of  a  high  order  and  carrying  on  the  work 
which  he  began. 

Mr.  Dalv  was  born  in  County  Cork,  Ireland, 
in  1837,  3  5''on  of  John  and  Marv  (Dovlon)  Daly. 
The  familv  came  to  America  about  the  year  1854, 
and  settled  in  the  town  of  East  Windsor.    Of  the 


four  children,  Patrick  died  Feb.  25,  iS'b;  Tolm  D., 
a  farmer  in  East  W  indsor  town,  is  the  only  sur- 
vivor :  William  died  June  II,  18S1  ;  Lawrence  is  our 
subject. 

When  Lawrence  Daly  was  fifteen  years  of  age 
he  began  working  on  the  farm  by  the  month  for 
Samuel  Watson,  of  East  Windsor,  and  other  farm- 
ers. He  then  began  raising  tobacco  on  shares,  for 
r\Irs.  Fish,  near  Warehouse  Point,  and  subsequentlv 
moved  to  South  Windsor,  for  a  year  managing  the 
farm  of  Dr.  Mavy  Tudor's  lather.  Mr.  Daly  then 
purchased  twelve  acres  of  land,  which  lie  occupied 
tmtil  1869,  in  that  year  purchasing  and  moving  to 
the  farm  which  he  conducted  successfully  until  his 
death  Nov.  27,  1874.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Catholic  Chtnxh. 

^Ir.  Daly  was  married  ^vlay  16,  187 1,  to  ]\Irs. 
Johanna  Bergen,  and  to  their  union  were  born  two 
daughters,  Mary  and  Catherine,  both  at  home,  the 
latter  being  the  wife  of  James  Francis. 

Since  her  husband's  death  Mrs.  Dalv  has  super- 
intended and  carried  on  the  farm,  raising  froir.  six 
to  ten  acres  of  tobacco  yearly.  She  is  a  woman  of 
unusual  ability,  one  whose  methods  in  industry, 
thrift  and  enterprise  arc  a  model  in  tobacco  grow- 
ing. She  owns  one  of  the  finest  tol)acco-producing 
farms  in  South  \\"indsor,  eqm'pped  with  many 
modern  improvements,  most  of  wdiicli  she  herself 
has  made.  !Mrs.  Daly  and  her  tv.'o  daughters  are 
members  of  St.  Mary's  Catholic  Church,  East  Hart- 
ford. 

Mrs.  Johanna  Daly  was  born  Aug.  25,  1841,  in 
County  Cork,  Ireland,  of  wdiich  her  parents,  AA'ill- 
iam  and  Bridget  (Keefe)  Fitzgerald,  were  also 
natives.  They  were  reared  and  married  in  the 
country  of  their  birth,  and  became  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  two  of  wdiom  died  in  childhood  ;  James 
died  unmarried ;  ]Mary  married  A\"illiam  \'ander- 
bilt  and  died  in  California,  in  1S9S,  leaving  five  chil- 
dren :  Johanna  (I\Irs.  Daly)  is  next  in  the  order  of 
birth;  Julia  died  unmarried,  Xov.  9,  1892;  Bridget 
is  the  wife  of  Christopher  Francis,  of  New  York; 
^\'illiam  died  in  .Milwaukee,  Wis.,  in  January,  1876; 
?\Iichael  is  a  resident  of  New  York  City.  Both 
parents  died  in  New  York,  the  mother  in  1858,  and 
the  father  in  1875.  Johanna  Daly  was  eight  years 
of  age  when  her  parents  came  with  their  family  to 
America,  the  passage  to  New  York  lasting-  six  weeks 
and  three  days.  Thev  landed  at  Castle  Garden, 
and  she  remained  in  New  York  City  until  1871, 
when  she  removed  to  South  Windsor.  On  -\Iay 
16,  1S60,  she  married  Thomas  Bergen,  a  pattern- 
maker, of  New  York,  by  w  hom  she  had  one  daugh- 
ter, !\rargaret,  born  I\Iay.  31,  1S61,  now  the  wife 
of  William  Flincs,  a  carpenter  of  East  Hartford. 
^Ir.  Bergen  died  in  the  fall  of  1S61. 

RIAL  STRICKLAND,  M.  D.  Among  those 
who  devote  their  time  and  energies  to  the  practice  of 
medicine  in  Enfield,  and  have  gained  a  lead.ing  place 
in  the  ranks  of  the  ])rofession.i5  D.  ..Strickland.  A  ria- 
tive  of  Connecticut,  he  was  born  in  Stafi'ord  .Springs, 
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Tt.)llaiKl  couiity.  Jan.  23.  1S14.  and  is  a  son  of  Sani- 
ucl  am)  Hannah  (Eaton)  Strickland.  His  paternal 
groat-graiul  father  came  from  England  at  an  eariv 
day  and  was  among  the  first  settlers  of  Staiierd 
Springs.  He  was  a  fanner  by  occupation,  and  was 
one  of  tiie  noted  wrestlers  of  his  day.  His  son, 
Samuel  Strickland,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  probably  in  Stattord.  He  was- a  promi- 
nent farmer,  and  served  for  three  years  as  a  soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  war.  His  wife  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Esther  Brooks.  The  fatlier  of 
our  subject  was  an  agriculturist,  as  was  al.^o  the 
maternal  grandfather,  John  Eaton.  All  made  their 
homes  in  Tolland  cotmty,  this  State. 

Dr.  Strickland  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  his  na- 
tive county,  and  received  a  common-school  and 
acadentic  education.  In  1834  he  commenced  the 
study  of  medicine  in  Stafford  and  continued  his 
studies  in  Boston,  Mass. :  Somers,  Conn. ;  and  Pitts- 
field,  INIass.  Later  he  entered  the  Albany  ^Medical 
College,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1S39.  He  first 
opened  an  office  in  Columbia,  Conn.,  where  he  re- 
mained six  inonths,  and  in  the  winter  of  1839-40 
located  at  Longmeadow,  ]\Iass.,  engaging  in  prac- 
tice there  until  the  spring  of  1859,  when  he  came 
to  Enfield,  Hartford  county,  Conn.,  where  he  has 
since  been  actively  engaged  in  the  prosectttion  of 
his  chosen  profession.  His  skill  and  ability  are 
attested  by  the  liberal  patronage  he  enjoys,  and  he 
ranks  as  one  of  the  leading  physicians  of  Hartford 
cotmty. 

For  his  first  wife  Dr.  Strickland  married  I\Iiss 
Sarah  3.1.  Luther,  and  of  the  four  children  born  to 
them  two  are  still  living,  namely :  ]Myra  E.,  widow 
of  Albert  F.  Allen ;  and  Clara,  wife  of  Charles  L. 
King.  His  second  wife  was  !Miss  Elizabeth  Ham- 
ilton, a  daughter  of  Dr.  Horatio  A.  and  Clarissa 
(Peck)  Hamilton.  She  belongs  to  a  family  that  has 
had  many  able  and  distinguished  representatives  in 
the  medical  profession,  being  a  granddaughter  of 
Dr.  Horatio  Arnold  Hamilton,  and  a  great-grand- 
daughter of  Dr._  Asa  Hamilton,  a  physician  and 
surgeon  in  the  Revolutionary  army.  Her  maternal 
grandfather  was  Dr.  Daniel  Peck,  a  prominent 
physician  of  Stafford,  Conn.  Her  father's  brother, 
Erasmus  E.  Hamilton,  was  a  physician,  and  her 
only  brother,  Horatio  Arnold  Hamilton,  was  a  physi- 
cian of  prominence  in  Perrysburg,  Ohio,  where  her 
mother's  brother,  Erasmus  D.  Peck,  also  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  medicine.  The  son  and  grand- 
son of  Erasmus  E.  Hamilton  are  both  physicians, 
and  Harry  A.  Hamilton,  a  nephew  of  Mrs.  Strick- 
land and  a  son  of  Dr.  Horatio  A.  Hamilton,  is  a 
druggist  by  profession.  By  his  second  marriage 
our  subject  has  two  daughters:  Elizabeth  H.  and 
Helen  Louise,  rvlrs.  Frank  H.  Abbe. 

The  Doctor  and  his  wife  are  faithful  members 
of  the  First  Congregational  Church  of  Enfield,  and 
have  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  them. 
He  affiliates  with  the  ^Masonic  fraternity,  the  Hart- 
ford }kledical  Society,  and  the  Connecticut  State 
jMedical  Society,  while  politically  he  is  identified 


with  the  Democratic  party.  In  1854  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  1-ower  House  of  the  ^Lassachusetts  Legis- 
lature, and  in  1881,  1882  and  1S83  represented  the 
Third  Connecticut  Senatorial  district  in  the  State 
Senate.  Although  eighty-five  years  of  age  he  has 
the  vigor  of  a  much  }-ounger  man,  and  in  spirit  anil 
interests  seems  yet  in  his  prime.  Nature  deals 
kindly  v\  ith  the  man  who  abuses  not  her  laws,  and 
though  his  professional  duties  have  been  arduous 
age  rests  lightly  upon  him. 

SETH  FITCH  \\-OODFORD,  who  passed 
away  May  4,  1S9S.  at  his  home  in  the  town  of  Avon, 
will  long  be  remembered  in  this  part  of  the  countv 
as  a  citizen  who  held  a  place  second  to  none  in  the 
esteem  of  his  fallow  men,  and  whose  upright  life 
and  high  moral  character  left  an  impress  for  good 
which  it  is  hoped  may  never  be  effaced. 

yir.  ^\'oodford  was  born  Oct.  31,  1S12,  in  Xod, 
Avon,  Conn.,  and  passed  his  life  on  the  original 
homestead  of  the  ^\  oodford  family,  v.diich  has  long 
been  prominent  in  Hartford  county  as  represent- 
ative of  the  best  in  her  business,  civil  and  social 
life.  Fie  was  a  son  of  Chester  ^^'oodford,  and  a 
brother  of  Chester  Randolph  \\'oodford,  one  of 
the  oldest  and  mostly  highly-respected  citizens  of  the 
town.  Our  subject  received  his  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  the  neighborhood  of  his  home,  and 
at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  began  his  apprentice- 
ship to  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner,  which  he 
followed  for  a  number  of  years  in  his  earlier  man- 
hood. He  finally  took  up  contracting  and  building, 
to  which  line,  and  the  tobacco  business,  he  gave 
the  greater  part  of  his  active  life,  and  by  his  ability 
as  a  financier  and  manager  he  rose  to  a  position  of 
recognized  standing  in  the  commercial  world.  His 
honor  in  all  his  dealings  v.-as  unquestioned,  and, 
combined  with  unusual  judgment,  energy  and  prti- 
dence  in  the  conduct  of  his  business  interests,  won 
for  him  the  high  place  which  he  occupied  for  years 
among  his  business  associates.  Though  never  act- 
ive as  an  office-holder  in  the  public  life  of  the  lo- 
cality, he  exerted  a  marked  influence  in  the  aff'airs 
of  his  town  and  county,  and  was  recognized  as  an 
earnest  thinker  and  man  of  undoubted  public  spirit, 
one  who  would  support  any  measure  for  the  gen- 
eral welfare,  and  who  had  the  cotir.age  of  his  con- 
victions in  upholding  any  cause  in  which  he  was 
interested.  He  was  a  strictly  temperate  man,  and 
an  ardent  worker  for  the  Prohibition  cause,  being  a 
member  of  the  State  Temperance  Association,  and 
he  was  always  readv  to  assist  in  the  moral  improve- 
ment of  his  community.  Liberal  in  his  religious 
views,  lie  united  with  no  sjiecial  denomination,  but 
he  gave  generously  to  religious  and  charitaljle  en- 
terprises, and  was  beloved  by  all  his  neighbors  and 
friends,  for  his  kind  heartedness  aiud  benevo- 
lence, having  a  wide  circle  of  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances throughout  the  town.  Always  will- 
ing and  anxious  to  do  what  he  considered  right, 
and  geiurdus  in  his  judgmcrit  of  others,  he 
gained  a  measure  of  loving  respect  from  his  fcl- 
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low  men  in  general  enjoyed  by  lew.  and  his  death 
was  widely  and  ,-incerely  niovirned  by  the  entire 
i:oninuniity.  lie  was  laid  to  rest  in  Avon  eemetery. 
l\lv.  W'oo.It'ord  was  a  man  of  unnsnal  inteIliL;enee. 
and  kept  hiniseii  well  informed  on  current  events 
and  matters  of  local  importance,  lie  was  a  Demo- 
crat in  i)olilieal  sentiment.  i'lU  lie  took  n.o  ]iart  in 
the  allairs  of  that  organization  beyond  easting  his 
vote. 

On  May  iS.  1S42,  ^Ir.  Woodford  was  united 
in  marriage  with  ^^liss  Harriet  Tracy  Rockwell, 
who  was  born  Sept.  3,  1817.  in  East  Windsor  i^now 
South  \\"indsor),  Hartford  county,  a  daughter  of 
Nathaniel  Rockwell,  a  cigar  maimfacturer.  -Mrs. 
Woodford  survi^•cs  her  husband,  and  though  now 
in  her  eighty-tiiird  year  is  active  and  in  full  posses- 
sion of  all  her  faculties,  attending  to  duties  about 
the  house  and  taking  a  keen  interest  in  home  and 
family,  to  which  she  has  always  been  devoted.  She 
is  an  intelligent,  kindly,  Christian  woman,  beloved 
in  the  domestic  circle  and  respected  by  her  neigh- 
bors and  friends,  who  are  numerous  in  Avon  town. 
In  religious  connection  she  is  a  zealous  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church.  Five  children  were 
born  to  INIr.  and  ^Mrs.  \\"oodford,  of  whom  Na- 
thaniel died  in  infancy;  Edward  C.  died  young; 
Joseph  S.  and  Haley  C.  are  engaged  in  the  milling 
business  and  are  the  leading  business  men  of  Avon ; 
Sarah  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  shortly 
after  her  graduation  from  Bordentown  (^N.  J.)  Col- 
lege, a  bright  girl,  whose  death  was  deeply  mourned 
by  her  family  and  friends.  The  two  sons  living 
^vere  given  a  good  start  by  their  father  and  conduct 
business  in  partnership,-  engaging  extensively  in 
milling,  tobacco  growing  and  farming.  Joseph  S. 
has  been  probate  judge  of  Avon  for  eleven  years,  and 
he  and  his  brother  are  prominent  among  tlie  sub- 
stantial and  wealthy  citizens  of  the  town.  Joseph 
S.  Woodford  married  INIiss  Alice  IMaude  North, 
of  Florida,  and  they  have  two  children,  Raymond 
and  Edna.  Haley  C.  Woodford  married  3.1iss 
Sophia  North,  of  Florida,  sister  of  xA.lice  M.  and 
Dr.  North,  of  Avon;  they  have  two  children,  Ches- 
ter North  and  Grace.  No  familv  is  more  respected 
in  Avon  town'  than  the  Woodfords,  and  they  hold 
a  high  position  in  the  social  life  of  the  locality. 

The  Rockwell  family,  to  which  'Mrs.  Woodford 
belongs,  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  Hartford  county, 
having  been  identified  with  its  interests  for  over 
250  years.  William  Rockwell,  the  tirst  of  the  line 
in  America,  was  born  in  Dorchester,  England,  and 
on  April  14,  1624,  was  married  in  his  native  country 
to  Susanna  Capen,  daughter  of  Bernard  Capen. 
.They  came  to  the  New  \Vorld  in  1630,  locating  first 
in  Dorchester,  }\lass.,  wdiere  William  was  one  of 
twenty-four  freemen  who  took  the  oath  of  fidelity  on 
May  18,  1631.  He  was  a  deacon  in  the  church 
there,  and  was  one  of  the  jurors  in  the  first  man- 
slaughter case  tried  in  the  Colony.  In  1637  he 
removed  with  his  family  to  Windsor,  Conn.,  where 
he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days,  dying  May 
15,  1640.    He  was  also  a  deacon  in  the  church  at 


Windsor.    On  May  29,  1645.  his  widow  for  her 
i  second  husb?.nd  married  Matthew  Grant,  and  she 
passed  away  Nov.   14.   1660.     To    William  auvl 

■  Susanna  Rockwel!  were  born  six  children:  b.>an, 
April  25.  1625.  in  England;  Samuel,  July  18.  1627, 
in  England;  John.  Aiarch  28.  1631,  in  i^orcliester, 
Mass.;  Ruth,  August,  1633.      Dorchester ;  Joseph, 

t  1635:  Sarah,  July  21,  1634,  in  Windsor.  Of  tljese, 
j  Joan  married  Jettrey  Baker.  Ruth  was  married 
;  Oct.  7.  i'_>52.  to  Christopher  Huntington,  removed 
!  to  Sa^brook  and  in  1660  to  Norwich,  where  they 
'  were  among  the  earliest  settlers.    Sarah  became 

the  wife  of  Walter  Gaylor. 
;       Sergt.  Samuel  Rockwell,  son  of  William,  came 

■  to  America  with  his  parents  and  removed  with  the 
i  family  from  Dorchester,  ]\Iass.,  to  ^\'indsor,  as 
1  above  recorded.  He  was  among  the  earliest  settlers 
!  of  East  \\  indsor.  where  he  engaged  in  farming 
\  until  his  death,  in  1711.  He  was  adniitted  to  mem- 
i  bership  in  ^^'indsor  Church  April  6,  1662.  On 
j  April  7,  1660,  he  married  3.1ary  Norton,  daughter 
I  of  Thomas  and  Grace  0\'ells)  Norton,  of  Guil- 
j  ford,  and  we  have  the  following  record  of  their 
I  children:  Hilary,  baptized  in  January,  1661,  was 
I  married  Oct.  23,  16S3,  to  Josiah  Loomis ;  Abigail, 
I  baptized  Oct.  23,  1664,  died  ^lay  3,  1665  ;  Samuel 
I  was  baptized  Oct.  19,  1667;  Joseph  was  baptized 
i  May  22,  1670;  John  was  baptized  ^lay  31,  1673-74; 
I  Abigail,  baptized  April  11,  1676,  was  married  Nov. 
I  9,  1704,  to  John  Smith,  and  died  Oct.  12,  1741  ; 
:  Josiah  was  baptized  IMarch  10,  1676. 

I  Joseph  Rockwell,  son  of  Samuel,  was  born,  in 
I  East  ^^'indsor,  where  he  carried  on  farming  all 
i  his  life.  Fie  married  Elizabeth  Drake,  who  was 
'  born  Nov.  4,  1675,  a  daughter  of  Job  and  Elizabeth 
I  (Alvord)  Drake,  and  they  had  a  family  of  six 
i  children,  born  as  follows:  Joseph,  Nov.  23.  1695; 
j  Elizabeth,  Dec.  12,  1698  (died  in  infancy);  Ben- 
I  jamin,  Oct.  26,  1700;  James.  June  3,  1704;  Job, 
I  April  13,  1709;  Elizabeth,  July  24,  1713  (^married 
I  Jonathan  Huntington).  The  father  of  this  family 
!  passed  away  June  26,  1733. 

!       James  Rockwell,  son  of  Joseph,  and  great-grand- 
I  father  of  ^Irs.  Seth  F.  Woodford,  was  born  in  East 
i  \\"indsor,  and  like  his  father  was  a  lifelong  farmer 
j  in  that  town.    On  Nov.  7,  172S,  he  was  united  in 
'  marriage  with  -Miss  .Abigail  Loomis,  daughter  of 
\  Eben  and  Jemima  (Whitehead)  Loomis,  and  they 
I  became  the  parents  of  eight  children :  James  and 
j  Ebenezer  (twins),  born  Sept.  27,  1729;  \\'illiam, 
I  born  Sept.  19,  1731,  who  was  married  in  1760  to 
I  Elizabeth  Reed;  -Vbigail,  born  Dec.  19.  1733,  who 
died  in  February,  1734;  Abigail  (2)  [date  of  birth 
not  given];  Elizabeth,  born  .April  9,   1742;  and 
Nathaniel  and  Sybil  (twins),  born  Oct.  14,  1746. 
The  mother  of  these  died  June  22,  1759,  the  father 
on  Oct.  15,  1776. 

Nathaniel  Rockwell  followed  in  the  footsteps  of 
his  forefathers,  carrying  on  agricultural  pursm'ts 
all  his  life,  and  he  was  a  highly-respcctcd,  prosper- 
ous citizen  of  East  Windsor  in  his  day.  lie  married 
Sarah  BuUen,  daughter  of  1  )a\  id  and  Ann  lluilen, 
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of  Enfield,  and  the  name?  and  dates  of  birth  of  their 
cii^ht  ehildren  are  as  follows:  Huldah,  IMarch  20, 
1770;  Xathaniel.  Mareh  Ji.  1772;  Flora.  Sept.  2, 
1774  (d.ied  Sept.  15.  I77'"ii:  John,  }\Iareh  c).  1777; 
Martin,  Aui^.  16,  177^^:  Iv'.'.ih,  April  20.  ij>^2: 
(Icorge,  l-"eh.  28,  1780;  -pliia.  Jnne  21,  1789  ^died 
Jan.  18.  i8('i8.  unniarrieii  ) .  Mrs.  RcickwxTi  p-assed 
away  June  5.  1810.  in  East  Windsor,  aged  sixt\- 
eight  }ears.  and  r\lr.  Rockwell's  death  ooeurred 
there  Aug.  22.  1822.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  pol- 
ities. 

Xathaniel  Rockwell,  lather  of  }^Irs.  \\'oodford, 
was  born  ^Mareh  21,  1772.  in  East  Windsor,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood,  receiving  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  the  day.  He  passed  his  entire 
life  in  what  is  now  known  as  South  Windsor,  and 
was  one  of  the  respected  citizens  of  his  time,  win- 
ning an  enviable  reputation  as  a  kind-hearted  Chris- 
tian man,  of  upright  character  and  integrity  in  all 
his  dealing's.  Like  his  forefathers  he  was  a  farmer. 
IJy  his  genial  disposition  and  exemplary  life  he 
made  hosts  of  friends  in  the  comnnniity  where  he 
resided,  and  was  widely  and  favorably  known, 
though  he  v.as  not  especially  active  in  public  af- 
fairs, devoting  his  time  principally  to  his  business 
aiYairs.  On  July  I,  1810,  lie  was  married  to  ^liss 
Sarali  Charlton,  who  was  born  in  1780.  in  X^or- 
wich,  a  daughter  of  Charles  and  Sarah  (AVilliams) 
Charlton,  ar.d  their  union  was  blessed  with  six 
children:  Joseph  Henry,  born  ]May  i,  iSii;  Lydia 
Huntley,  born  Oct.  11,  1812,  married  to  Horace 
Cornish,  and  died  in  Hartford  in  1870;  Sydney  \M11- 
iam,  born  June  4,  1S14,  a  physician  by  profession; 
Edward  Charlton,  baptized  June  19,  1S16  (Joseph 
H.,  Lydia  H.  and  Sydney  W.  were  all  baptized  same 
day  as  their  brother,  Edward  C. )  ;  Harriet  Tracy 
(]Mrs.  \\'oodfordj,  born  Sept.  3,  1817;  and  Ann 
Maria,  born  in  1S19,  who  died  when  four  years 
old.  Xathaniel  Rockwell  died  ]\Iay  26,  1S47,  widely 
motirned  by  his  family  and  friends  in  South  AMnd- 
sor.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  political  sentiment. 
His  w-ife  died  Aug.  25,  1854,  and  was  laid  to  rest 
in  South  Windsor.  She  was  a  woman  of  high 
Christian  character,  and  beloved  by  all  who  knew 
her  for  her  many  sterling  traits. 

RUEUS  W.  GRISWOLD,  ^l.  D.,  of  Rocky 
Hill,  a  man  of  local  prominence  in  the  profession, 
and  a  citizen  of  usefulness  in  his  communitv,  is  de- 
scended from  one  of  the  old  and  prominent  families 
of  X'ew  England. 

Born  Feb.  20,  1825,  in  the  town  of  ^Manchester, 
Hartford  county.  Dr.  Griswold  is  the  son  of  Julius 
J.  Griswold,  and  a  descendant  in  the  eighth  genera- 
tion of  (I)  Edward  Griswold,  the  emigrant  ances- 
tor of  this  branch  of  the  Griswold  family  in  Amer- 
ica, his  line  of  descent  being  through  George,  Dan- 
iel, Daniel  (2),  White  and  Dr.  George. 

(I)  Edward  Griswold,  tlie  emigrant,  came 
from  Kenilworth,  \\'arwickshire,  England,  in  1639, 
and  settled  at  Windsor,  in  the  colony  of  Connecticut, 
later  removing  to  the  part  of  Killingworth  now 


;  called  Clinton.  },Iidd!esex  county.    He  had  marriL-i, 

in  England,  his  wife's  name  being  Margaret,  and 
i  some  of  their  children  were  born  there. 
'     -  George  liriswold.  son  of  Edward,  born  in 

;  1632,  in  England,  married  in  Windsor,  Conn.,  Marw 

daughter  of  Tliomas  Llolcomij. 

(HI)  Daniel  Griswokl,  son  of  George,  married 

Mindwell,  daughter  of  Xathaniel  Bissell. 

)  Daniel  Griswold  (2),  son  of  Daniel,  mar- 
j  ried  Sarah  A\'hite,  of  Bolton,  Connecticut, 
j  _  [V )  White  Griswold,  son  of  Daniel,  married 
I  Elizabeth  Clieney,  of  ?\L'inchester,  Conn.  He  was 
I  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution,  was  taken  prisoner  at 
I  the  battle  of  Germantown,  in  October,  1777,  and  died 
I  at  Philadelphia,  on  board  a  prison  ship,  the  sam-> 

fall. 

.j        (^'I)  Dr.  George  Griswold,  son  of  A\'hite,  was 
j  born  June  19,  1756,  in  the  town  of  Harwinton.  Litch- 
'  field  Co.,  Conn.,  and  married  Esther,  daughter  of 
I  Jennings  Jolmson,  of    Southington,    Conn.  He 
studied  medicine  under  the  direction  of  a  Dr.  Ab- 
ernethy,  of  Litch.held.  became  a  physician  of  skill 
and  prominence,  and  was  one  of  the  original  mem- 
bers of  the  Connecticut  ]\Iedical  Society.    In  1800 
he  served  as  a  representative  in  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  State.    He  died  Sept.  8,  1S21,  in  the 
sixty-sixth  year  of  his  age. 

(A'n)  Julius  J.  Griswold,  son  of  Dr.  George,  and 
the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born 
Dec.  19,  iSoo,  in  the  town  of  Manchester.  Wlien 
in  middle  life  he  entered  the  service  of  the  United 
States  as  a  private  soldier,  and  was  stationed  a  part 
of  the  titne  in  Arkansas  and  in  Florida,  his  term  of 
seven  years'  service  expiring  just  prior  to  the  Mexi- 
can war.  He  was  a  man  of  wortii  and  usefulness, 
in  both  military  and  civil  life,  and  held  the  esteem 
of  a  wide  circle  of  acquaintajices  and  friends.  Dur- 
ing the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  was  occupied  as  a 
farmer  in  East  Hartford.  On  June  5,  1822,  he  mar- 
ried Ann  Arnold,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Rutli 
(Kennedy)  Arnold,  of  East  Hartford.  He  died 
Jan.  28,  1S65.  His  wife,  who  was  born  in  1799, 
died  five  years  previously.  She  was  of  the  seventh 
generation  from  John  Arnold,  the  ernigrant  ancestor, 
who  came  from  England,  and  in  1640  had  a  twclve- 
acre  tract  of  land  south  of  Little  River,  in  Hartford  ; 
and  in  the  division  of  lots  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Connecticut  river,  in  1664,  there  was  set  off  to  his 
son,  Joseph  Arnold,  one  of  the  three-mile  lots  in 
that  part  of  East  Hartford  now  the  Hockanum  Dis- 
trict, and  running  east.  The  line  of  Ann  (,  Arnold) 
Griswold's  descent  was  through  Joseph,  John  (2). 
John  (3),  Samuel,  and  Samuel  Arnold  (2).  Of 
i  these,  John  Arnold  (2)  married  Flannah,  daughter 
j  of  Rev.  John  Makin.  John  Arnold  (3J  married 
Lucy,  daughter  of  Thomas  \\"adsworth.  Samuel 
Arnold  married  Lttcy,  daughter  of  Eliab  Pratt. 
Samuel  Arnold  (2)  married  Ruth  Kennedy. 

(\'ni)  Rufus  White  Griswold,  our  subject,  went 
to  the  southeast  district  of  East  Hartford  when  ;i 
bov,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools.  At 
the  age  of  seventeen  he  began  a  four-years'  appren- 
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ticc-liil"  to  the  printer's  trade,  in  the  ofticc  of  tlic 
1  lartlori.1  Tinu's.  J  le  ronKiined  in  tlic  office  two 
vcars  lon,qer.  the  la-t  \  ear  as  fi>renKui  in  the  print- 
in.t^  dciiarUiieiU.  Jn  .March,  ]84c<.  he  mihark-ed  in 
iuurnalism  e^n  his  own  accnunt.  starting-  a  newspa- 
])fr  known  as  the  A  t'r^'  llni^iaiu!  II  cck-lv  ■Ciizt'ltc, 
liaviny  his  oltiee  in.  the  east  wing  of  the  eild  L  n.iver- 
salist  cliurch  at  Hartford..  Tlie  venture  was  snc- 
ccssful  so  far  as  tlie  circulation  of  the  ])ai)er  was 
concerned,  hut  linanciaHy  it  ihd  not  prove  prohlahie. 
for  the  reason  that  hi^  bu^ine^s  was  conducted  ahnost 
wliollv  on  the  credit  svstem.  Jn  consei[Uence,  he 
discontinued  the  inibhcatic.n  after  two  years,  and 
in  i\pril,  3850,  went  to  Xew  York  and  l.iegan  the 
study  of  nie(hcine,  in  tlie  office  vi  a  per>einal  friend, 
Dr.  Roger  Griswold  I'crkins.  Later  lie  matricu- 
lated at  the  College  of  l'Ii_\  sicians  and  Surgeons,  in 
tliat  eitv,  where  lie  attended  lectures  during'  the 
winter  terms  of  1852-53,  1853-54,  receiving  the  de- 
gree of  Doctor  of  .Medicine  m  .March  of  the  latter 
vear.  His  knowledge  of  the  printing  trade  and 
newspaper  wcuk  stciod  him  in  good  stead.  He  was 
editor  lor  a  time  of  the  .\'ew  York  ILinpirc  City, 
and  also  for  several  months  assistant  editor  of  tlie 
Brooklyn  Morning  Journal.  The  summer  of  1S53 
lie  was  assistant  physician  in  the  Colored  Home 
Hospital.  -After  graduating  he  came  to  Rocky  Hill, 
Conn.,  where  he  has  since  remained  in  cop.tinuous 
practice. 

On  Dec.  23,  1851,  Dr.  Oris  wold  married  Esther 
E.  Hammond,  of  \'ernon,  Conn.  The  issue  of  this 
union  has  been  three  sons,  all  of  whom  are  jjrac- 
ticing  physicians  and  graduates  of  the  Xew  York 
University  Aledical  College.  The  eldest,  Roger  ^L, 
resides  at  Providence,  R.  I.  The  two  \ounger  are 
twins — Edward  H.,  wdio  resides  in  East  Hartford, 
and  Julius  E.,  wlio  is  located  at  Portland,  Conn. 
All  tliree  sons  are  active  and  useful  in  the  profession, 
and  esteemed  in  the  communities  in  which  they  re- 
spectively reside. 

Dr.  Criswold  has  been  prominent  in  pulilic  af- 
fairs, and  his  fellow  townsmen  have  sevei"al  times 
lionored  him  by  electing  him  to  public  office.  Pie 
was  town  clerk  of  Roclcy  Hill  for  four  and  a  half 
years,  and  represented  his  town  in  the  Legislature, 
being  a  member  of  the  Ifouse  in  1S83,  and  chairman 
of  tlie  committee  on  Contingent  Expenses.  .Among 
his  ]>rofe.^sional  brethren  he  enjoys  a  dcservedlv 
liigh  reputation  as  a  well-read  and  skillful  plnsician. 
He  has  Ijeen  a  meml)er  of  the  Idartford  Comity  .Med- 
ical Society  and  of  the  Connecticut  State  .Medical 
Society  since  1854,  having  twice  filled  the  ofiice  of 
president  in  the  former.  l'Y)r  eleven  years  he  has 
been  one  of  the  board  of  managers  of  the  Connecti- 
cut^ Society  .Sons  of  the  .American  Revolution  ;  and 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  Historical  Society. 
He  lias  contributed  largely  to  I^Iedical  Journals, 
many  of  his  articles  apjjearing  in  Xew  York,  Phila- 
delphia, Baltimore  and  Louisville  ])ublications.  'J  he 
Connecticut  .Medical  Proceedings  contain  several  of 
liis  papers,  including  an  address  on  the  .Materia 
Medica  and  Therapeutics  of  a  hundred  years  ago, 
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given  at  the  Centennial  celebration  of  the  Connecti- 
cut .Medical  Society  at  Xew  Haven,  in  1S92.  The 
Connecticut  Health  Board  Reports  for  1885  and 
1880  contain  j>apers  prepared  bv  the  Doctor  of  some 
forty  otkl  pages  each,  on  the  histor\-  and  etiology  of 
the  Ji^pideniic  of-.Malarial  Di>eases  at  tliat  time  pre- 
\ailing  in  southwestern  .Xew  England.  Tliese  co\'er 
that  matter  more  ihorouglilv  and  completely  than 
anything  else  ever  printed,  and  in  the  future  will  be 
of  great  value  to  the  medical  profession.  Dr.  Henry 
R.  Stiles,  of  Xew  A'ork,  has  now  in  course  of  pub- 
lication a  \VLirk  in  two  large  volumes  on  ■".Ancient 
W'etliersfield,"  of  which  Rocky  Plill  was  a  part; 
and  the  Rocky  Hill  i)L>rtion  ot  that  work,  taKing 
in  wdiat-was  formerly  Stepney  parish  i^now  Rocky 
Hill  I,  from  its  first  while  settler  in  105^^  down  to 
about  1875,  is  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Criswold. 

J.AMES  PIO.MER  D.ARLIXG,  AL  D.,  a  promi- 
nent homeopathic  physician  of  Thompsonville,  has 
that  love  for  and  devotion  to  his  profession  wdiich 
has  brought  him  success  and  won  him  a  place  among 
the  ablest  representatives  of  the  medical  fraternity 
in  Hartford  county.  He  was  born  in  Cambridge, 
Lamoille  Co.,  A't.,  July  25,  1838,  a  son  of  Hayes 
Pope  and  .Aphia  (Hubbard)  Darling,  natives  of 
Pom  fret,  \t.,  and  \\'eare,  X'.  H.,  respectively.  The 
father  was  a  hatter  by  trade,  but  in  later  life  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Cambridge,  A  t.,  and  died  in 
joimson,  that  State,  Dec.  22,  1S43. 

Dr.  Darling  was  reared  in  his  native  State,  and 
received  an  academic  education  at  Xorthfield  -Acad- 
emy. Jn  1856  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  in  the 
office  (.if  his  brother,  Henry  PL  Darling,  at  Charl- 
ton, Aiass.,  and  in  1858  attended  lectures  at  the 
X'ermont  ^iJedical  College,  Burlington,  where  he 
was  graduated  in  i§59.  1  he  same  year  he  began  the 
practice  of  his  cliosen  profession  at  Rindge,  X'.  H., 
remaining  there  until  Xovember,  1862,  when  he  was 
appointed  assistant  surgeon  of  the  51st  Alass.  Y.  L, 
by  Gov.  John  A.  .Andrews,  and  served  nine  months. 
In  December,  1S63,  he  was  appointed  acting  as- 
sistant surgeon,  Lnited  States  -Xavy,  and  served 
two  years  in  the  Ea^t  liulf  Squadron.  Li  Decem- 
ber, 1865,  he  resigned  that  position  and  was 
honorably  discharged  from  the  service  with  the 
thanks  of  the  Xavy  Department.  He  then  located 
at  Reene,  X.  H.,  where  he  practiced  his  profession 
fur  ten  years,  and  in  1875  ^^^inie  to  Tliomp?onvilIe, 
Conn.,  where  he  has  since  been  in  active  ancl  succcss- 
fid  practice. 

Dr.  Darling  has  been  twice  man-ied,  his  first 
wife  being  Aliss  Caroline  y\.  Burnham  (daughter 
of  Rev.  A.  \\'.  Burnham,  D.  ]).),  of  Rindge,  X.  PL, 
wdio  died  in  1874.  Later  he  married  r\liss  Caro- 
line \\'ils(jn,  a  daughter  of  Deacon  J-dliott  A.  and 
.Alniira  (Breedj  Wilson,  of  Sullivan,  X.  H.,  and  to 
this  imion  two  children  were  born,  Juhcl  \\..  and 
Jilanche  L,  the  Latter  now  deceased.  J\eIigiously 
the  Doctor  is  a  member  of  the  Presliytcrian  Church; 
.socially  he  is  a  member  of  .Samuel  Brown  Post.  Xo. 
56,  (i.  .A.  R.,  and  of  the  Order  of  L'niled  American 
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Moclinnios.  I  lis  political  support  is  al\va_\  s  qivion 
to  the  RciH'hlican  party,  aiul  lor  three  _\ears  he  has 
boon  a  momhcr  of  the  school  Ixiard  of  Thoinpson- 
ville.  Tlie  ])osition  he  has  won  in  the  medical  pro- 
fession is  accorded  him  in  recognition  of  his  skill 
and  abilit}-,  and  the  place  which  he  occnjjics  in  the 
social  world  is  a  tribiue  to  that  genuip.e  worth,  and 
true  nobility  of  character  \\-hich  are  universally 
recognized  and  honored. 

HEim.WX  AUGUST  ROSER.  Ever  since 
1659  the  jialernal  ancestors  of  this  prosperous  tanner 
of  Glastonbury  liaxe  followed  tlie  business  of  tan- 
ning, a  statement  which  is  suggestive  of  the  ade- 
quate reason  for  his  success. 

Jacob  Henry  Roscr,  the  grandfatlier  of  our  sub- 
ject, w"as  born  in  Stuttgart,  the  capital  of  W'urtem- 
burg,  Germany,  in  17S1.  He  was  a, lifelong  tanner. 
He  married  I-'redencka  A'eil,  and  of  their  nine 
children  three  learned  the  tanner's  trade.  C^ne  son, 
Rudolph,  was  for  twenty  years  a  missionary  doctor 
in  South  Africa. 

Jacob  Henry  Roser,  the  father  of  our  subject, - 
was  one  of  the  three  brothers  who  became  tanners. 
He  was  born  in  Stuttgart,  July  25,  181 1,  received 
a  good  education  in  the  common  and  select  schools, 
and  learned  from  his  father  the  tanner's  trade,  which 
he  followed  through  life.  He  married  Paulina  3iletz- 
^er,  who  w-as  born  in  Stuttgart,  June  3,  18 16,  and 
<lied  May  9,  1865.  Of  their  nine  children,  the  two 
eldest  were  daughters,  and  both  married  ministers; 
they  have  several  sons  wdio  are  ministers,  and  one 
son  a  missionary  in  German  East  Africa.  Of 
the  seven  sons,  the  eldest,  Henry,  is  a  leather  manu- 
manufacturer  in  Stuttgart  and  Urach,  Wurtemberg. 
The  second,  Julius,  and  the  third,  Rudolph,  carry 
on  their  father's  now  very  much  enlarged  tanning 
establishment.  The  fourth  son,  Theodore,  is  a 
wholesale  grocer  in  Stuttgart.  The  fifth,  Albert,  has 
a  drug  store  in  Backnang,  a  town  in  Wurtemberg, 
filled  with  tanneries  of  all  sizes.  The  sixth,  Paul, 
carries  on  a  chicory  manufactory  in  Heilbronn,  Wur- 
temberg, while  the  seventh  is  the  subject  of  our 
sketch  and  the  youngest  of  the  family. 

■  Plermann  August  Roser  was  born  in  Stuttgart, 
Nov.  29,  1859.  In  his  youth  he  received  a  very 
good  education,  attending  the  best  schools  in  Wur- 
temberg, and  among  other  studies  taking  up  French 
and  English.  On  account  of  his  good  education  he 
passed  the  necessary  examination  relieving  him  from 
more  than  one  vear's  service  in  the  army.  Havmg 
learned  from  his  father  and  brother  the  trade _ of 
tanner,  he  in  April,  1880,  at  the  expiration  of  Ins 
year  of  militarv  service,  began  work  at  his  trade 
with  C.  Keller,  at  Winterthur,  Switzerland.  A  year 
later  he  went  to  Geneva,  going  from  there  to  Lyons, 
France,  and  thence  to  Bale,  Switzerland.  Tie  was 
then  employed  for  about  six  months  at  Mulhonse, 
Alsace,  whence  he  returned  home,  and  for  a  tunc 
worked  in  the  home  tannery.  Then  he  went  to 
Mavence,  Frankfort,  and  down  the  Rhnie,  visitmg 
many  tanneries,  and  finally  worked  in  a  large  tan- 


I  ncry  near  Bielefeld,  Wcstpiialia.  From  Bielefeld 
he  went  to  }vluhlheim  on  the  Ruhr,  where  again  he 

j  worked  in  several  tanneries,  thence  to  Liege  city, 
and  then  home,  deciding  10  come  to  America  in- 
stead of  visiting  the  tanneries  of  England  and  Scot- 

;  land,  as  he  had  originally  intended. 

!       In  company  with  his  cousin,  Gliarlcs  Xanz,  Mr. 

j  Roser  sailed  from  Jh-emen  in  October,  1S84,  -on  th.; 

j  steamer  "Uonau,"  which  encountered  rough  weather 

j  and  was  thirteen  days  en  route  to  New  York. 

j  After  his  arrival  in  the  United  States  Mr.  Roser 
worked  for  about  two  years  in  various  places,  in- 
eluding  New  York  City,  Newark,  N.  J.,  Lancaster, 
Penn.,  and  Boston,  ]\Iass.  In  }ilarch,  1886,  he  came 
to  Glastonbury,  Conn.,  and  the  same  year  purchased 
his  present  business  from  Isaac  Broadhead,  and  has 
ever  since  conducted  it  most  successfully,  employing 
at  times  as  many  as  ten  men.  Mr.  Roser  tans  only 
hog  skins,  and  makes  a  very  fine  qualitv  of  leather 
for  saddles,  pocket-books,  wliip-handles,  and  all  sorts 
of  leather  novelties.  The  products  of  his  tannery 
are  sold  throughout  the  United  States,  are  shipped 

!  to  Canada,  and  also  at  times  to  European  markets. 

j       In  the  spring  of  188S  ^Ir.  Roser  visited  his  old 

I  home  in  Germany,  and  on  ]\Iay  5,  188S,  he  mar- 

I  ried  Miss  ■Maria  \'eil,  who  was  born  Jan.  7,  1865, 
daughter  of  John  and  Emily  (Koch)  \"eil.  John 
\'eil  is  a  tanner  at  Schorndorf,  ^^'urtemberg,  and 
since  1689  nearly  all  of  his  ancestors  have  followed 

i  the  trade  of  tanner.  To  our  subject  and  wife  were 
born  three  children:  Hans,  born  yiay  15,  1889; 
Lydia,  July  17,  1890;  and  ^Martin  Luther,  Sept.  11, 
1893.  In  politics  Mr.  Roser  is  a  Republican,  a 
liberal  in  local  elections,  and  has  never  sough.t  oftice. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
Mrs.  Roser  died  Nov.  ir,  1899,  after  a  long  illness, 
which  she  bore  most  patiently.  She  possessed  very 
precious  qualities,  and  was  loved  and  honored  by 
everybody.  On  July  28,  1900.  Mr.  Roser  was  mar- 
ried to  ^liss  !Maria  Heim,  who  was  born  Dec.  29, 
1865,  at  Dundeuheim,  Baden.    Like  his  nr9t  wife, 

!  she  possesses  many  accomplishments,  and  her  circle 

j  of  friends  is  increasing  with  every  new  acquaintance. 

j  FRANCIS  C.  ROOT  (deceased)  was  during  his 
1  lifetime  one  of  the  leading  contractors  and  builders 
j  of  West  Suffield,  where  are  seen  on  all  sides  many 
;  notable  examples  of  his  skill  and  handiwork.  He 
1  was  an  upright,  reliable  business  man,  who  always 
]  fulfilled  his  part  of  every  contract,  and  the  liberal 
j  ])atr()nage  he  received  attested  his  ability  in  his 
I  chosen  calling. 

I  ]\lr.  Root  was  b^rn  in  A\'est  Suftield,  May  8, 
!  1842,  and  was  a  grandson  of  Noah  Root,  a  native 
I  of  Massachusetts,  and  a  farmer  by  occupation,  who 
I  (lied  in  rirauvilie,  that  State.  The  father  of  our 
<  subject,  ,*^ilas  Ro<'l,  was  born  in  .Southwick,  and 
[  v.-as  only  four  years  old  wlun  his  father  died.  In 
;  his  native  place  he  was  reared,  receiving  only  the 
'  advantages  of  a  ci immon-school  education,  and  when 
•  a  young  man  he  reinox'ed  to  \\'eslfield.  Ma^^s.,  where 
1  lie  learned  the  taimer's  trade.    On  coming  to  Suf- 
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Iici.l,  li;iitfor(l  Co.,  Conn.,  !ic  engaged  in  teaming 
and  laMuiiig,  and  al>o  drove  a  ^tage  and  carried  tlie 
Cnittd  stales  mail  from  llarttordi  to  W'esttield  dur- 
i;."  'lie  remainder  of  liis  life,  his  home  being  in 
W  est  ."Mniicid.  lie  died  in  i8i>\).  and  was  buried  in 
liie  cimelerv  there,  ile  was  a  lifelcing  J3emocrat, 
i.ut  iie\er  sought  otYlee,  and  was  a  faitliful  member 
(it  ilie  Congregational  Church,  to  which  his  wife 
a! belonged.  In  \\"est  Suftield  he  married  Rhoda 
i'omeroy,  and  of  the  five  children  born  to  ihem 
three  died  in  infancy;  Sarah  became  the  wife  of 
Horace  Kent,  of  Suffield ;  and  Francis  C.  is  our 
subject.    The  mother  also  died  in  West  Suffield. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  Francis  C.  Root 
attended  tlie  public  schools  of  West  Suftield.  At 
the  age  of  si.xteen  he  commenced  driving"  a  stage 
and  carrying  the  mail  for  his  father  between  Flart- 
ford  and'  \Vestfield.  In  July,  1S63.  he  enlisted  as 
regimental  clerk  in  the  loih  }\lass.  \'.  L,  and  after 
two  years  w  iih  that  command  joined  the  6tli  Michi- 
gan Cavalry,  in  the  same  capacity,  under  Gen.  ]\ler- 
ritt.  lie  witnessed  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Lee  to  Gen. 
Grant,  April  9,  1S65,  and  when  the  war  ended  went 
to  Washington,  D.  C,  where  he  remained  in  the 
employ  of  the  government  until  October,  1865.  Re- 
turning to  West  Suftield,  he  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  cigars  until  1871,  and  then  havdng  a 
good  knowledge  of  the  carpenter's  trade,  he  W'Orked 
as  a  journeyman  for  four  years.  In  1875  he  began 
contracting  and  building  in  partnership  with  ^Ir. 
]\Iiskell,  but  from  1877  he  was  alone  in  business, 
and  in  West  Suffield  town  erected  over  a  hundred 
tobacco-sheds,  tnirty  barns,  and  twenty-five  of  the 
best  residences.  He  bore  an  enviable  reputation 
for  fair  and  honorable  dealing,  and  enjoyed  the  re- 
spect and  confidence  of  all  with  wdiom  he  came  in 
contract,  in  eitlier  business  of  social  life.  He  built 
his  own  home  in  West  Suffield,  which  is  a  com- 
fortal.ile  residence  supplied  with  all  modern  improve- 
ments, and  there  passed  aw^ay  July  9,  1899.  His 
remains  were  interred  in  ^^'est  Suftield  cemetery. 

In  Spring-field,  I\Iass.,  T\Iay  23,  1S66,  >Jr.  Root 
married  Miss  Martha  Olive  Moore,  a  native  of 
Chico}>ee  Falls,  that  State,  and  a  daughter  of,  }vlar- 
vin  and  Olive  (Austin)  ^Moore.  Her  grandfather, 
Amasa  Austin,  was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary 
war.  To  our  subject  and  wife  were  born  four  clnl- 
'Iren:  (ij  Olive  Louise  is  tlie  wife  of  George  A. 
Sheklon,  of  \\'est  Suffield,  by  whom  she  has  one 
cliild,  Howard  Root.  (2)  Francis  Silas,  a  talented 
young  man,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
West  Suffield,  is  now  working  at  the  carpenter's 
trade,  and  has  invented  and  jiatented  a  self-holding 
parcel  carrier  for  bicycles.  He  was  married,  Feb. 
0,  19W,  to  Miss  Grace  L.  Griswold,  (jf  Easi  Granby, 
Conn.  (3)  ]\Iartha  2\Iav  is  the  wife  of  George  L. 
\\  arncr,  by  whom  slie  has  one  child,  Edwin  George. 
(4)  Grace  Florence  is  the  wife  of  lildwin  F.  !Mann, 
of  East  Granby. 

Socially  j\Ir.  Root  was  a  member  of  Apr>lIo 
Lodge,  Xo.  69,  1".  &  A.  M.,  and  politically  was  an 
ardent  Democrat.    lie  was  a  recognized  leader  of 


the  party  in  his  community,  and  had  several  times 
been  its  candidate  for  representative  to  the  State 
Legishitnre,  Init  the  township  being  overwhelm- 
ingly Republican  he  was  defeated.  However,  he 
tilled  the  oltice  of  selectman  for  four  vears,  was 
chairman  of  the  school  board  of  West  Suffield  for 
several  years,  and  served  in  other  local  offices  with 
credit  to  himself  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of 
the  general  public. 

_  AMOX  LATHIFR  (deceased),  who  during  his 
life  was  one  of  Simsbury's  representative  citizens, 
was  born  at  ^\'eatogue,  Simsbury,  May  21,  1816. 
The  Latimers  are  an  old  Xew  England  family,  and 
are  among  its  best  citizens.  Waite  Latimer,  the 
first  settler  of  the  name  in  Simsbury,  and  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  was  a  native  of  Wethersfield, 
Conn.  ITe  removed  to  Simsbury  before  the  Revolu- 
tion, took  an  active  part  in  the  French  and  Indian 
wars,  and  was  a  sergeant  in  the  Revolution.  By 
occupation  he  was  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser.  His 
four  children  were  ^lartha,  Ariel,  David  and  Waite. 

Ariel  Latimer,  tlie  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
farmer  at  IMeadow'  Plain,  where  he  spent  his  entire 
life.  He  married  Laura  PhiClps,  daughter  of  Flon, 
Daniel  Phelps,  and  she  bore  him  children  as  follows: 
Amelia,  who  died  young;  Anion,  lOur  subject;  Jer- 
ome, who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-six  years ; 
Franklin  A.,  who  died  in  1898;  Emily,  who  mar- 
ried Oliver  Ih'own,  of  Waterbury,  and  later  Dicius 
Latimer,  who  made  his  home  in  Simsbury; 
ilartha,  who  died  unmarried;  and  Emaline,  who 
married  John  Smith,  of  Xew  Flaven,  where  lie 
died  of  small  pox.  Both  parents  died  on  the  farm, 
and  were  buried  in  Avon  cemetery. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  attended  the  district 
school  of  Aleadow  Plain,  and  at  Southampton,  ]\Iass. 
lie  remained  on  his  father's  farm  until  1846,  wdien 
he  removed  to  East  Weatogue  and  bought  160  acres 
of  land,  known  as  the  James  Cornisii  farm,  and 
where  he  spent  the  balance  of  his  life,  engaged  in 
tobacco  culture,  dairying  and  general  farming.  He 
w^as  both  industrious  and  generous,  made  many  iin- 
proveir.ents  on  his  property,  was  a  man  of  noted 
honesty  and  honorable  dealings,  possessing  a  high 
moral  character,  in  his  habits  was  temperate  and 
domestic,  and  lived  up  to  the  Golden  Rule.  He 
v/as  a  kind  father,  and  a  loving-  husband.  His 
home  farm  was  kept  in  good  order,  and  his 
surroundings  bespoke  his  taste  and  thrifty  habits. 
He  was  genial  in  disposition,  and  liberal  in  re- 
in religious  views,  was  well  known,  well  liked  and 
most  highly  respected.  He  was  elected  selectman 
of  Simsburv,  btit  never  sought  office. 

Mr.  Latimer  married  in  .^imsbury,  Dec.  iCi.  1845, 
Lucia  Amanda  Case,  a  native  of  Meadow  IMain. 
daughter  of  Horatio  Xelson  and  Amaiula  Case,  and 
granddaughter  of  Horatio  Ci.  and  Jlepsibah  (Cor- 
nish) Case.  Horatio  G.  Ca-e,  the  grandfather,  was 
born  .Sept.  27,  1777,  and  died  in  July,  1853.  lie  was 
an  extensive  land  owner  in  Simsbury.  aiul  an  inlui- 
ential  politician,  representing  the  town  in  the  State 
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LcJ;i^!.'Uu^c,  and  scrvini^-  \\\  various  other  important 
ca])acii'cs.  llnralio  (.i.  I.  a^c  was  of  the  lifth  gcncra- 
liou  from  k'lm  Case,  tlie  founder  oi  this  nuuK-rous 
ami  i)rominent  Connecticut  faniilv.  Horatio  was  a 
son  of  jedcchah  aiul  .Mary  (^llarl  i  Case.  lediCiliah. 
born  -March  31;),  1733.  and  a  iirominent  farmer  of 
Meadow  J 'lam.  was  a  son  of  Joseph  and  ilann;di 
(Mumphrey  1  Case.  Joseph  Case,  born  Felj.  2,  1701, 
and  a  Mea<low  I'lain  farmer,  was  a  son  of  Io>ci)h 
and  Ann  (J£no)  Case.  Joseph  Case,  Sr.,  was  born 
April  0,  1074,  son  of  John  and  Sarah  ^ Spencer j 
Case.  John  Case,  the-founder,  migrated  from  Eng- 
land or  Wales  to  Connecticut  and  settled  at  Wind- 
sor. In  ihb^j  he  removed  to  the  town  of  Simsbury, 
at  Weatcgue,  \\as  the  first  constalile  of  the  town, 
rejiresented  the  town  in  tlie  Ceneral  Court,  atul  was 
a  prominent  pioneer. 

To  Anion  and  Lucia  Amanda  (Case)  Latimer 
were  born  ten  children  :  Laura  J.,  who  was  a  school 
teacher,  and  married  Oliver  F.  Perry,  of  CoUins- 
ville ;  Juliaette,  w  I10  married  Albert  L.  Thayer,  of 
Collinsville,  Conn.;  Seth  Anion,  who  died  at  tlie  age 
of  nineteen  years;  Edwin  J.,  wlio  married  Emma 
IMonks,  of  Collinsville;  Lucia  Amelia,  unmarried; 
jMary.  who  married  Walter  Derrin,  of  Avon  ;  George 
who  died  young;  Xellie  Edith,  unmarried;  Alice, 
formerly  a  school  teacher,  now  the  wife  of  John  S. 
Parson,  of  L'nionville,  Conn. :  and  Emma  T.,  wife 
of  Dr.  R.  ^\^  E.  Alcott,  of  A\'est  Hartford.  Our 
subject  died  ^Lay  24,  18S9,  and  was  buried  in  Sims- 
bury.  He  was  afflicted  with  heart  trouble,  a  disease 
which  resulted  in  his  death.  Latimer  was  a 

man  of  sterling  character,  devoted  to  liis  family, 
imselfish  in  his  relations  to  the  community  in  which 
he  lived,  supporting  public  measures  for  the  general 
good,  and  by  liis  life  exemplifying  a  high  and  es- 
timable type  of  American  citizenship. 

CHARLES  WOLCOTT.  The  family  name 
of  Wolcott  ranks  among  the  oldest  and  most  dis- 
tinguished in  Xew  England.  From  Colonial  days 
to  the  present  time  this  family  has  furnished  to 
the  Commonwealth,  Church  and  State  men  re- 
nowned for  their  patriotism,  learning,  ptiety  and 
statesmansliip,  soldiers  wdio  have  written  the  rec- 
ord of  their  achievements  across  the  page  of  his- 
tory in  enduring  characters,  and  public  servants 
eminent  alike  in  State  and  Xational  affairs. 

Like  a  majority  of  the  old  families  of  tlie  States 
whose  rugged  coasts  are  v.-ask.ed  by  the  waters  of 
the  Atlantic  ocean  and  Long  Island  sound,  the 
Wolcotts  are  of  English  origin  and  ancestry,  d  he 
first  American  progenitor  was  Henry,  the  second 
son  of  John  Wolcott,  of  Gildon  ]\Ianor,  Somer- 
setshire, England.  The  parish  records  show  him 
to  have  been  baptized  Dec.  6,  1578.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Sanders,  and  was  converted  to  the  re- 
ligious tenets  of  the  Puritans  throuc'h  the  preach- 
ing and  instruction  of  Rev.  John  Elton,  in  '^C'^o. 
He  was  animated  wih  all  the  zeal  and  fervor  ot  a 
new  convert,  and  deei)ly  sympathized  with  the 
independent,  manly  spirit  which  preferred  volun- 


tary exile  to  jiroscription  and  persecution  on  ac- 
count of  religious  faith.  Jle  joined  the  \\'ar- 
haiii  and  Maverick  colonv  of  emigrants  in  1630, 
and  in  October  of  that  year  landed  at  lioston,  where 
lie  was  made  a  freeman.    He  first  made  liis  home  at 

;  Dorcliester,  .Mass.,  but  in  1635  he  removed  to 
\\  inds(_ir,  Conn.,  being  one  of  tlie  earliest  settlers 

i  of  that  town.  Tli;it  lie  was  held  in  high  esteem 
is  attested  b_\  liis  election  to  the  Lower  House  of 
the  General  Assemblv,  in  1637,  while  in  1640  his 
name  headed  the  lis:  of  the  inhabitants  of  Wiu'l- 

_  sor.     In   1643        ^''"''S  elected  to  the  Connecticut 

'  Hou-e  of  Magistrates,  and  discharged  the  duties 
of  that  difficult  and  delicate  position  with  such 
rare  ability  and  fidelity  that  he  was  annuallv  re- 
elected thereto  during  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

■  In  a  word,  it  may  be  said  of  him  that  he  was 
;  Windsor's  most  distinguished  citizen.     His  long 

and  useful  life  closed  on  Julv  5,  1655.  He  was 
tlie  father  of  seven  children.  The  eldest.  John, 
was  born  in  i''i07,  in  which  year  he  was  baptized  in 

;  the  Established  Church.  He  lived  and  died  in  Eng- 
land. Anna,  the  second  child  and  eldest  daughter, 
accompanied  her  parents  to  America,  and  Oct.  16, 
i'''i46.  became  the  wife  of  I\Iatthew^  Griswold,  of 

I  Windsor,  and  later  removed  to  Saybrook,  where 
she  died.    Flenry  was  born  Jan.  21,  1610.  The 

•  fourth  and  fiftli  children  were  named  George  and. 
Christopher.     The  sixth   (and  second  daughter). 

■  }iLary.  w^as  married  Jan.  25,  1646,  to  Job  Drake,  of 
Windsor  Loch,  and  died  in  1689.    Simon  B.,  the 

I  youngest  of  the  family,  was  born  in  September, 

I       Henrv  Wolcott,  the  second  son  and  third  child 
^  of  Henry  (first),  came  with  his  fatlier  to  America 
!  from  England,  in  v.diich  countrv  he  was  born.  He 
I  early  imited  with  the  Dorchester  Church,  and  was 
{  made  a  freeman  of  Boston  in  J 634.    Two  years 
j  later  he  removed  to  \\  indsor,  wdiere  he  became 
I  an  importer  and  merchant,  visiting  England,  on 
business,  in  1671.    He  took  a  prominent  part  in- 
public  aft'airs,  and  his  fellow  tciwnsmen  showed 
their  appreciation  of  liis  worth  l)y  electing  him  to 
■\arious  offices  of  high  trust  and  grave  respon:^i- 
\  bility.     He  was  one  of  the  nineteen  leading  citi- 
I  zeiis  nanicil  in  the  charter  of  the  Connecticut  col- 
onv.   He  was  cliosen  a  member  of  the  Flouse  of 
Deputies  in  1660,  and  of  the  House  of  Magistrates 
;  in  1666,  in  both  of  which  deliberative  bodies  his 
distinguished  father  had  held  a  seat.    He  himself 
continued  to  sit  in  the  I'pper  Huuse,  through  an- 
nual re-elections,  until  his  death.    He  was  a  ma<- 
j  ter  ijf  the  art  of  stem  igrap. hie  writing,  as  then  prac- 
I  liced,  and  in  his  system  of  abbreviation  preserved 
I  numerous  items  of  Windsor  history,  Ijoth  interest- 
ing and  \aluable.    lie  died  July  23,  1680,  and  was 
j  l)uried  in  the  town  he  had  heljied  to  build,  and  to 
:  which  his  life  had  been  a!mii>t  a  benediction.  His 
'  wife  w;i';  Sarah  Xt  wberry.  to  whom  he  was  mar- 
ried Xnv.  8,  1C141,  at  WincFor.    ."^hc  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Xewberry.  died  July  i''>,  1^)84.  and 
'  sleeps  in  the  .','.mc  burying-ground  with  her  bus- 
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band.  To  thoni  wore  born  cii^lit  children:  Henry, 
Jan.  6,  i(>43;  Fob.  28,  16.^^;  Sanmol.  Oct.  8, 

1647;  Sarah.  July  5,  1649,  (married  Jan.  6.  1674, 
to  Capt.  Jvihn  i'rice.  of  Salcni.  Ma.ss.)  ;  Mary.  Doc. 
6,  1(151,  married  June  2.  1070.  to  James  ]vu>sell, 
of  Charleston,  diyin^-  in  Ani;ust.  iGSo);  llamiah, 
i\Iarch  6,  i('53.  (.d'-t'd  at  Charlostown,  .Mass.,  Sept. 
4,  1683)  ;  Samuel,  April  16,  1656;  and  Josi.ih,  July 
21.  163S. 

Josiah  W'olcott  received  a  classical  education, 
but  liis  natural  preference  was  ior  a  commercial 
life.  He  began  h.is  business  career  as  a  merchant 
at  \\'indsor,  later  removing-  to  ."-^alem,  ]\lass.,  where 
his  native  talent  and  stern  integrity  won  liim  imi- 
versal  esteem,  and  where  he  died,  Feb.  9.  i7-9- 
He  was  prominently  identit'iod  with  the  early  set- 
tlement of  Thompson,  Conn.,  and  ma}"  be  called 
one  of  the  original  settlers.  In  1GS6  he  married 
Penelope  Corwin,  whose  fath.er,  Ca.\)t.  George  Cor- 
\vin,  was  a  resident  of  Salem,  Mass.  After  her 
demise,  he  married  Mary,  a  daughter  of  John 
Field,  of  pjoston.  She  died  at  Boston,  in  1752. 
Josiah  \\\)lcott  was  the  father  of  eleven  children. 

Samuel  W  olcott,  who  was  the  first  of  this  hon- 
ored name  to  take  up  his  residence  in  \\'ethersfield_, 
M-as  born  at  \\'indsor,  April  16,  1656.  He  grew 
to  manhood  in  his  native  town,  and,  following  his 
father's  example,  became  a  storekeeper  and  geii- 
cral  trader,  carrying  on  business  at  both  Windsor 
and  Wethersfield.  In  this  connection  it  should 
be  stated  that  on  his  coming  to  V\'ethersfield  he 
built  on  what  is  now  generally  described  as  'A\'ol- 
cott  Hill.''  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  He  was  an  extensive  land-owner,  an  intelli- 
gent and  upright  man,  an  honored  citizen,  and  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  House  of  Deputies  in 
16S5.  He  died  at  \A'ethersfieId,  Jmie  14,  1695.  On 
I\Jarch  C,  1678.  he  married  Judith  Appleton,  a 
daughter  of  .Samuel  Appleton,  of  Ipswich,  ^ilass. 
She  survived  her  husband  forty-six  years,  dying 
Feb.  19,  1741.  Samuel  \\'olcott  and  his  wife  were 
the  parents  of  nine  children,  wdiose  names,  with 
the  respective  dates  of  their  birth,  were  as  given 
below:  Samuel.  A])ril  11,  1679:  Gershom.  Nov.  14, 
1680,  died  Sept.  28,  1682:  Josiah,  Feb.  27,  1682, 
died  Oct.  23,  1712:  Hannah.  March  19,  1684,  mar- 
rieed  Rev.  ^\'illiam  Burnham,  of  Kensington, 
Conn.,  IMay  8,  1704:  Sarah,  born  Aug.  14,  1686, 
became  the  wife  of  Robert  Willis,  of  \\'ether£field. 
Dec.  12,  1706;  Lucy,  Oct.  16,  1688,  was  married 
Feb.  I,  1713,  to-  Samuel  Robljins,  of  AW-thersfield : 
Abigail.  Se]:)t.  23,  1690,  died  Xov.  9.  1714:  Fliza- 
beth,  May  23,  1692,  died  !March  5.  1765;  and  Mary, 
IMav  14,  1694,  married  John  Stillman,  }vlay  26, 
1715. 

Samuel  Wolcott  (2).  the  eldest  of  the  family, 
and  the  son  of  Sa:nucl  A\'olcott  fi),  was  born  at 
Wethersfield.  but  wdhle  still  a  youth  was  sent  bv 
his  parents,  to  reside  with  his  tuicle,  Jnsiah  Wi.l- 
cott,  of  Salem,  Mass.,  under  whose  care  he  re- 
ceived a  thorough  business  training,  and  with 
\vhom  he  remained  until  his  father's  death,  when 


he  returned  to  \\'etlicrsheld.  There  he  engaged 
in  mercantile  business,  importing  largely,  and 
amassing  wliat.  for  his  time,  was  considered  a  large 
f'jrttme.  Fie  enjox'cd  the  prominence  and  inlluence 
in  the  community  whicli  attaches  io  large  wealth 
when  found_  in  connection  with  high  moral  char- 
acter. .He  built  a  hue  mansion,  which  is  still  iu 
a  good  state  of  preservation,  and  wliich  was  fre- 
quently used  by  Waslhngton  and  otlier  generals 
of  the  Revolution  as  headquarters:  and  it  is  said 
that  within  its  venerable,  time-staiuiC'I  walls,  more 
than  one  successful  campaign  was  planned.  He 
died  at  his  home,  Sept.  15,  1734,  and  a  handsome 
monument  marks  h.is  resting-place  in  Wethersfield 
cemetery.  Dec.  27.  1705,  he  married  Abigail,  daugh- 
ter of  Rev.  Xathaniel  Collins,  of  IMiddletown.  and 
its  issue  was  four  sons  and  two  daughters.  Mrs. 
W'olcott  survived  her  husband  for  many  years, 
passir.g  awav  Feb.  6,  1758,  and  now  sleeps  by  his 
side.  Their  children,  in  the  order  of  their  birth, 
were:  Abigail,  born  June  3.  1707,  Oliver,  born 
Oct.  2,  1709.  died  in  1734;  Samuel,  born  April  13, 
1713:  r\Iehitabel,  born  Aug.  12,  1715;  Elisha,  born 
Sept.  26,  1717;  and  Josiah,  born  I\Iarch  27,  1720. 
Abigail  married  Abraham-  Watershonre,  of  Say- 
brook,  Conn.,  and  IMehitabel  became  the  wife  of 
Jonathan  Russell,  of  Wethersfield. 

Elisha  AA'olcott,  the  third  son  and  fifth  child 
of  Samuel  Wolcott  (2),  was  born  at  \A'ethersfie!d. 
Fle  was  a  farmer  and  land  ov/ner,  a  deacon  in  the 
church,  and  a  prominent  and  res])ected  citizen. 
Fie  died  in  the  town  of  his  birth.  (_)ct.  13.  1793, 
and  was  interred  in  the  old  family  burying-ground 
at  Wethersfield.  He  married  Sarah,  a  daughter 
of  Gershom  Xott.  of  that  town,  who  died  March 
12,  iSoi,  and  rests  near  her  husband.  Their  chil- 
dren were  as  follows:  Gershom,  born  April  ii, 
1748,  married  Rhoda  Robbins.  Oct.  10.  1774:  Sa- 
rah, born  Aug.  7.  1 75 1,  became  ]Mrs.  Levi  Rob- 
bins:  Elisha  (2)  was  born  Oct.  2.  1755:  Mehitabel, 
born  June  12.  1759,  was  married  to  Frederick  Rob- 
bins  on  April  12.  1781  :  and  Hannah.  l)orn  Sept. 
22,  1762.  died  ^March  13,  17S4. 

Elisha  Wolcott  (2),  grandfather  of  Charles  and 
Robert  Robbins  Wolcott.  was  born  in  the  old  family 
hofnestead.  and  received  such  advantages  in  th.e 
wav  of  a  common-school  education  at  \\'ethersfield 
then  aftorded.  At  the  outbreak  nf  the  Revolution 
he  was  in  the  first  flush  of  his  early  manhood,  and, 
like  a  true  patriot,  he  offered  his  services  to  the 
cause  of  American  independence.  He  became  a 
soldier,  ])articipatcd  in  the  conflict  at  Xew  York, 
and  showed  himself  both  brave  and  strong.  .Vfter 
serving  gallamlv  for  some  time.  General  \\'ashing- 
ton  sent  him  home  to  make  hats  fi.)r  th.e  half- rag- 
ged volunteers.  With  the  exce])tion  of  the  niontiis 
passed  in  military  duty,  he  spent  his  entire  life  in 
\\'et!iersfield.  where  he  was  well  known  and  highly 
re-jiected  for  his  inanv  virtues,  and  where  he  was 
a  largo  land  owner.  He  was  a  I-'ederalist  in  poli- 
tics, and  a  sincere  and  consistent  Christian,  and  an 
active  member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  He 
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difrl  Jnn.  17,  1827,  and  rests  in  the  same  burying- 
grouiu!  with  his  ancestors.  On  Jan.  19.  1775.  lie 
niarricW  Mary,  a  dar.o^liter  of  Joscpli  Wells,  who 
was  horn  in  1751'.  died  at  W'ethersfield.  (Jcl.  6, 
i8j8.  and  was  l)nried  in  tlie  same  place  of  seinil- 
ture.  She  bore  her  hnshand  seven  sons  and  four 
dau^c^hters,  wh(_'se  nanses  and  dates  of  birih  were  as 
follows:  Samnel.  born  in  1773.  married  Hannah 
lUnler  ;  Horatio  t^-ates,  born  l^'eb.  i.  1777,  died  in 
childhood:  Mary,  born  in  1770.  married  Thomas 
Griswold.  of  'VWnhcrsfield  :  .Mehiiabel.  born  in 
1782,  was  twice  married,  her  second  hnshand  bein^;- 
A.  Robliins:  Hannah,  born  April  13.  1785.  l>ecanie 
the  wife  of  l~)eacon  William  \\"illard  ;  Elisha  was 
born  March  28.  17S7;  Daniel.  Julv  ijqo:  Sarah 
Kott,  born  Ajiril  2.  179.^  died  immarried  :  Chann- 
ccy  Applelon  was  born  Jnlv  12.  1795:  Horatio  (2), 
I     July  7,  1798:  and  Frankdin,  Sept.  12,  1800. 

Elisha  \\'Mlcott.  the  third  of  that  name  in  lineal 
descent,  and  the  father  of  Charles  and  Robert 
Robbins  Wolcott.  was.  like  his  fatlier  and  qrand-  ' 
father,  born  at  the  ^^'olcott  homestead,  in  \\'eth.ers- 
ficld.  His  early  training-  was  received  in  the 
schools  of  the  town,  but  he  received  a  broader  ed- 
ucation in  the  active  career  which  he  led  from  his 
youth  until  near  the  end  of  his  life.  He  was  an  ex- 
tensive land  owner,  was 'the  pioneer  seed  and 
onion  grower  of  the  district,  and  also  cuhivated 
teasels.  He  shipped  large  quantities  of  produce  to 
the  markets  of  Xew  York  and  the  West  Indies  on 
coasting  vessels,  and  always  supervised  the  loading 
of  his  own  cargoes,  making  many  trips  to  Xew 
York,  Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore.  He  was  uni- 
versally held  in  high  esteem  for  his  tireless  energy, 
rare  business  ability  and  strict  integrity.  He  never 
desired,  and  far  less  sought,  office,  but  once  con- 
sented to  serve  as  deputy  sherift,  the  onerous  and 
responsible  duties  of  which  position  he  discharged 
for  several  years  with  the  same  sound  judgiuent 
and  unwavering  fidelity  which  he  brought  to  the 
conduct  of  his  own  aftairs.  He  was  temperate  in 
his  habits,  and  domestic  in  his  tastes.  His  relig- 
ious vieu's  were  liberal,  but  in  his  relations  v.dth 
his  fellow  men  he  nc\'cr  failed  to  regulate  his  con- 
duct according  to  the  "Golden  Rule.''  In  politio: 
he  was  a  stanch  ^^'hig  prior  to  the  formation  of 
the  Reptd)Hcan  party,  and  he  lived  to  cast  a  vote 
for  Abraham  Lincoln,  in  i860.  Altliough  not  as- 
piring to  leadership  he  was  an  active  worker  in  tlie 
ranks  of  his  partv.  He  died  on  his  farm  March  28, 
1862,  and  was  biuded  in  the  Wolcctt  lot  at  Weth- 
ersfield. 

On  Dec.  24,  1811.  I\Ir.  Wolcott  married  Mary 
Wells  Robbins,  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  r^Iary 
(Wells)  Rcjbbins,  of  Wetherstield,  where  she  was 
born  Dec.  4,  1791,  and  thev  became  the  parents 
of  ten  children:  (1)  Mary,  born  in  August,  1812, 
died  in  1867:  she  married  John  Wells,  who  died  in 
1899.  (2)  Sarah  Xott,  born  in  August,  1814,  died 
at  the  age  of  eightv,  unmarried.  (3)  Elisha  Rob- 
bins. born  in  December,  1816,  died  a  bachelor.  ("4) 
Charles  was  born  June  20,  1S19.   (5)  John  was 


born  Jan.  4,  1822.  {/O  Elizabeth  was  born  Jan.  12. 
1825.  (7)  Robert  R.  was  born  Jan.  4.  1827.  (A 
sketch  of  him  follows.)  (8)  Hannah  E.,  born  Oci. 
10,  1831,  died  when  five  years  old.  Two  died  in 
infancy.  .Mrs.  Mary  Wolcoit  died  in  1878,  ami  was 
l>uried  with  lier  husband's  family.  She  was  a 
devout  member  of  theXLQngregalional  Church,  ex- 
emplifying her  faith  in  her  dailv  life,  a  faithful 
wife,  and  a  fond,  self-sac^ltt^ing  mother. 

Charles  Wolcott  was  born  in"  the  Wolcott  home- 
stead at  Wetherstield.  He  attended  both  private 
and  ]iublic  schools  at  Wethersfield,  and  so  thor- 
oughly improved  the  advantages  which  he  en- 
joyed that  he  hi:nself  was  qualified  to  teach  (and 
did  leach)  district  schools  during  the  winter 
months,  while  yet  a  }'outh.  living  on  the  ancestral 
farm  with  his  parents  and  devoting  his  summers 
to  ordirarv  agricultural  work.  Thus  his  life  passed 
until  the  vear  of  his  marriaije  (  1847).  when  he  re- 
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has  made  extensive  improvements,  among  them 
beiuL:  the  buildin.g  oi  several  new,  large,  well-ar- 
ranged barns.  In  addition  to  carrying  on  general 
and  dairv  farming  he  is  an  extensive  grower  of 
tobacco  a:-.d  seeds,  and  raises  large  quantities  of 
small  fruits.  He  is  energetic  and  enterprising,  and 
fullv  abreast  of  tlie  times,  although  wisely  conserv- 
ative, neither  discarding  that  which,  has  been 
proved  good  merely  because  it  is  old,  nor  conde:un- 
ing  change  solelv  on  the  score  of  its  noveltv.  In 
politics  he  is  a  R.ei>ublican,  in  religious  belief  a 
Coneregationalist.  He  is  a  me:nbcr  of  the  \\  etli- 
ersfield  Grange.  Despite  his  fourscore  years  he  is 
erect,  hale,  and  vigorous  in  both  mind  and  body, 
still  retaining  the  per';onal  management  of  all  his 
business  interests.  He  is  well-read,  and  keenly 
alive  to  all  the  vita!  questioris  of  th.e  uav.  Elis 
home  is  one  of  culture  and  refinement,  and  beneath 
its  hospitable  roof  is  passing  his  declining  years  in 
companv  with  his  wife,  honored  and  beloved  by  the 
communitv  in  which  lie  has  dwelt  for  eighty  years, 
looking  back  upon  the  past  without  shame,  and  for- 
warrl  to  the  futu.re  withotU  fear. 

Mr.  \\'olcott  was  married  at  \\'etliersfield,  in 
1847,  to  Hannah  P-linn,  daughter  of  Capt.  James 
and  "Hannah  (Coleman)  Blinn,  the  former  of 
whom  followed  the  seas  most  of  his  life:  he  was 
a  jiopular  and  ui)ri<:ht  citizen.  Two  children,  were 
])ni-n  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wolcott,  Harriet  Blinn  and 
Charles  E.  The  daucditcr  was  born  Jnr.e  27.  1848. 
and  received  her  education  at  the  public  schooU  of 
Wethersfield  an.!  the  Xormal  School  at  Xew  B.rit- 
ain,  graduating  from  the  last  named  insiitiuion. 
and  afterward  teaching  school  for  several  years. 
Tn  1876  >hc  married  George  M.  Chittenden,  of 
Guilford,  b\-  whom  she  became  the  mother  of  two 
children:  Elizabeth  Wolcott,  born  March  31.  1881, 
and  Marion  I'linn,  born  Oct.  (),  1S88.  Charles  V. 
Wolcoit  was  born  March  21.  1858.  Earlv  attend- 
ance upon  the  district  sch.ools  was  sunnlemented 
1a-  a  course  at  Allegheny  College,  Meadville.  I'enn 
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and  while  yd  a  youiis;-  woman  he  went  ^\"e'^l.  After 
Icachinij  sclux.i!  I'or  a  liiiu-  in  1  Hindis  he  reninvod 
to  Kcdland-.  Cai..  wlicro  lie  heoanie  an  oi-an<;o 
s^riwer.  lie  married  ld;i  ■ryv(,n,  a  sohixd  teacher 
of  Ceniralia.  111.,  who  died  J'el'.  7.  1804,  and  thcv 
liad  one  son.  J'rank  llonton.  h^rn  .\])ril  2.\.  18S3. 

Mrs.  Hannah  (ininn)  W'olecUt  died  in  Xo\enV 
l)er.  1800,  and  was  laid  to  re>l  in  the  family  Imry- 
inij-ground.  She  was  a  we)man  of  exemplary 
Christian  character  an.d  many  dnnie'stic  virtues,  and 
was  heloved  hy  her  neigiihois  and  all,  heini;-  al- 
ways ready  to  aid  others  as  opi>ortnnity  ofiercd. 
On  Oct.  2.  1802,  ,Mr.  W'olcoit  married,  at  Meridcn, 
I\lis?  Harriet  J!.  Lilihy,  who  was  horn  at  \\"est- 
brook,  ?klaine,  a  dan^diter  of  Xathan  and  ^Mary 
(luabh)  Libhy.  I'o  this  marriage  came  three  sons 
and  two  dangluers.  (i)  The  eldest,  Edward 
Wilder,  was  !)orn  (  let.  15,  iS(\^.  and  died  Ang.  30, 
18(15.  (2)  lilisha  Riibliins  was  horn  Feb.  2,  1865,  at- 
tended the  Hartford  Puljlic  High  School  and  W'il- 
brahani  Academy,  and  resided  on  th.e  homestead 
farm.  (3)  Robert  Rich,  born  I'eb.  7,  186S,  acquired 
his  preparatory  education  at  W'illiston  Seminarv 
and  tlic  Russel  school,  graduated  from  the  ^ledical 
IDepartment  of  Xew  York  University  in  i8qo,  and 
began  the  ])ractice  of  his  profession  at  ISoulder, 
Colo.  He  died  in  181)3.  at  I'lia^nix,  Arizona.  On 
July  22,  1S92,  at  Xew  York,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Lillien  de  Walltearss.  (4)  Helen  Libby.  born 
Oct.  17.  i86g,  graduated  from  the  Hartford  Public 
High  School  and  from  Smith  College,  X'orthamp- 
ton,  ]\Jass..  receiving  h.er  diploma  from  the  last- 
named  institution  in  i8;j2.  She  is  a  teacher  in  the 
Hartford  I'nblic  High  School.  (  5)  ^lary  Ladovett, 
born  Sept.  28,  1876,  graduated  from  the  Hartford 
Public  High  School,  and  in  1899  from  the  Emerson 
College  of  Oratory,  at  Boston.  Both  the  }>Iisses 
W'olcott  are  ladies  of  high  culture  and  refined 
tastes,  and  are  popular  in  societ}',  of  which  they  are 
recognized  leaders. 

The  Lliiiiv  family,  to  which  the  present  Mrs. 
Wolcott  belongs,  is  one  of  the  oldest,  most  prom- 
inent and  m.ost  respected  in  Maine.  It  is  of  Eng- 
lish origin,  its  first  member  to  settle  in  this  countrv 
having  been  John  Libliv.  who  was  born  in  PIngland 
about  161 2  and  crossed  the  ocean  in  1630.  He  was 
a  fisherman  by  occupation,  sailing  his  vessel  along 
the  IMaine  coast,  aiul  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  town  of  Scarboro.  He  became  a  prominent 
citizen,  being  chosen  .town  constable  in  i'')64,  and 
one  of  the  four  selectmen  in  1669.  He  accumu- 
lated what,  for  his  time,  w^ts  regarded  as  a  compe- 
tence, and  flied  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  He  was 
twice  married,  and  was  the  father  of  twelve  chil- 
dren :  John,  l)i)rn  in  i^^^i^);  James  and  .^amuel,  both 
of  whom  k.st  their  lives  in  King  Philii)'s  war  ;  Jo- 
anna, wh()  married  Tlirmias  Bickford ;  Plenry, 
born  in  i'''47,  and  in  later  life  the  hnsl)and  of  Honor 
Humeson  :  Anthoiiv.  born  in  1640,  and  married  to 
Sarah  Drake:  Sarah,  born  in  1653,  who  became 
the  wife  of  Robert  Tislev  ;  Rebecca  (Afrs.  Joshua 
Brown)  ;  Hannah,  the  wife  of  Daniel  h'ogg ;  David, 


born  in.  H>57;  .Matthew,  born  in  1663,  and  rnarried 
to  idizalieth  T.rown  ;  and  Daniel,  w  lio  became  the 
husband  of  Mar\-  AslUcn. 

Da\-id  I.i!.)bv,  the  tenth  child,  and  a  direct  lineal 
ancestor  of  Mrs.   Charles   \\  e.lcott,  was   born  at 
Scarboro.    Pie  was  a  farmer,  and  after  his  mar- 
riage lived  on  \\  bat  is  nnw  known  as  Libby  Hill,, 
a:  Eliot,  Maine.    He  tlied  iii  1730.    His  wife's  name 

was  ]£ieanor  - — ■  .  and  to  their  marriage  came 

nine  children:  David,  tlie  first-born,,  married 
J'".sther  Hanscom  :  Samuel  was  the  husband  of 
Marv  Sibley;  Si_>!i.'mon  married  IMartha  Hanscom; 
Mary  became  ^Mrs.  Joseph  Small;  John,  the  fifth 
child.  \\as  born  at  Portsmouth,  in  1697;  Elizabeth 
was  the  wife  of  Edward  Cloudnian  :  Ephraim,  born 
Eel).  2,  1702,  married  Alary  Amliler;  hdeanur,  born 
Jan..  21,  1705,  married  Zel.>ulon  Hickey;  Alrigail, 
born  Sept.  29,  1707,  married  Rich.arcl  Xanson  in 

John  Libbv  was  a  farmer.  Plis  first  v.'ife  s 
maiden  name  was  Sarah.  Libby,  and  the  date  of 
their  marriage  was  Xov.  14,  1724.  ide  died  at  his  > 
birthplace,  Scarboro,  on  July  i,  ]7^>4.  He  was 
twice  married,  his  second  wife  being  Deborah 
Dunnivan,  of  Ealmouth.  Seven  children  were 
born  to  him:  Elisha,  who  was  born  in  1725,  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Fogg,  and  after  her  death,  v.-ed- 
ded  Abigail  Aleserve ;  2\Iatthew,  born  Feb.  23,  1729, 
married  Sarah  Hanscom,  and,  later,  wedded  Han- 
nah Hasty:  Alark  was  born  Jvme  8,  1731  :  Allison, 
born  -Sept.  12,  1733.  married  (first)  Sarah  Skill- 
mgs,  and  (second)  Mary  Sibley;  Xalhan:el,  born 
Sept.  5,  1735,  married  Alary  ]\Ieserve  :  Luke,  born 
Aug.  15,  1737,  married  Dorothy  AIcKerney;  and 
John,  born  Sept.  15,  1744. 

Alark  Libbv  was  a  farmer.  He  married  Lydia 
Skillings.  who  bore  liim  five  children.  He  died  in 
ij(>S.  and  Aug.  9,  1774.  his  widow  married  Sam- 
uel Sowell.  She  died  Oct.  12,  1S12.  Alark  Libby 's 
children  were:  Dorcas,  born  Xov.  28,  1755,  was 
married  X'ov.  11,  177^).  to  William  Jones:  P.etty> 
born  in  1758.  died  in  childhood:  Lois,  born  Xov. 
Lt-  1759-  fl'^'<^'  T'vh.  1.5,  1832;  John  Skillings,  born 
Xov.  23,  1761  :  and  Amos,  born  Dec.  i,  1763,  th.e 
husband  of  Sarah  Hunnewell. 

John  Skillings  Libliy.  like  his  father,  i:)assed  his 
life  upon  a  farm.  On  Feb.  15,  1787.  he  married 
Rhoda  Cummings,  of  Cape  Elizabeth,  Maine,  by 
v.hom  lie  was  the  father  of  ten  children.  He  died 
Dec.  8,  1807,  and  his  v.'itlow  on  Aug.  28,  1840.  The 
children  of  this  union,  in  the  order  oi  their  birth, 
were:  Alark,  born  Dec.  11,  1787,  died  (  )ct.  22,  1807; 
Lydia,  born  Jan.  18,  1789,  died  Jan.  11.  1834:  Eu- 
nice, born  Dec.  25.  i7or,  married  l-ldward  Skill- 
ings Oct.  12,  1812:  hdiakim.  born  .Sept.  K),  1793, 
died  l"eb.  15,  1857;  Thomas,  born  |;m.  7.  1795. 
lost  his  life  wh.ile  stTving  as  a  soldier  in  the  war  of 
1812;  Xathan  was  born  Jan.  4,  1707:  Isaiah,  born 
Alav  17,  1799.  was  twice  marrieil.  fir.-l  to  .\lmira 
Skillings  and  afterward  to  Aliriam  I'nt'erlield  : 
William,  born  in  1803,  married  Lucy  Skillings 
lune  s,   1828,  and  'lied  June  Ck   184S  :  Alehit;d)el, 
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born  1^00.  .-'5.  1805,  Ix-canic  the.  wife  of  .\niirc\v 
Taylor:  aiul  Jdin  Skiilings,  boi'ii  C)c(.  j;,  1807, 
married  Kliza  Horry. 

Xathan  Lililiy,  the  father  of  Mr>.  Charles  \\"ul- 
cott,  was  born,  as  were  many  of  his  inuneiliaie 
iineestors,  at  Scarboro.  ]\laine.  IJo  learned  the 
trade  of  a  stone  ir.ason  in  earlv  }<:huIi.  and  at  the 
ago  of  nineteen  years  went  to  W'eslbrook,  where 
he  obtained  a  situation  as  a  ionrncvnian.  I  lis 
native  intelligenee,  however,  joined  to  his  skill  as 
a  workman,  did  not  suffer  him  to  long  remain  in 
the  position  of  a  mere  em])loye.  He  soon  beeame 
a  contractor,  which  Imsiness  he  followed  until  with- 
in a  few  years  of  his  death,  on  Nov.  ij,  1855.  His 
wife,  Mary  Ledoit  (.r.abb),  a  daughter  of  I'eter 
and  Lucy  (Hailey)  Jlabb,  survived  iiim  until  Sei)t. 
8,  1876,  wb.en  she  passed  away  at  3>Ieriden.  The 
date  of  their  marriage  was  Oct.  11,  i8jt.  arid  thcv 
were  the  parents  of  twelve  children  :  David  Bailev, 
tlie  eldest,  was  born  June  11,  1823,  and  married 
Sarah  Libby  in  1S46.  Rhoda  Ann,  born  in  June, 
"1825,  lost  her  life  through  being  burned,  in  ]\[av, 
1828.  INIary  Elizabeth,  born  in  April,  1S27,  died 
llie  following  year.  Cyrus  Edwin,  born  Mav  3, 
1828,  v,-a5  twice  married,  first,  in  1852,  to  Ann  J. 
Cobb,  and  after  her  demise  to  Sarah  D.  Gaskill. 
The  fifth  child  died  in  infancy,  as  did  also  the  sixth. 
]\Iary  Eliza,  born  Mav  3,  1834,  on  Eeb.  g,  1S52.  be- 
came the  wife  of  I.  A.  Redman.  Rebecca  Jane, 
born  ]\Iay  1.  1837.  was  married  to  jaliez  ^Mariner 
Sept.  7,  i8;r).  Harriet  Babb  ( Mrs."  Chaides  Wol- 
cott),  born  Sept.  3,  1839.  Aphia  Maria,  born  Sept. 
12,  1 84 1,  died  in  September,  1847.  Lucy,  the 
eleventh  child,  died  at  the  age  of  six  months.  Ella 
Frances  (now  ]\Irs.  Charles  Lewis,  of  r^Ieriden), 
was  born  Feb.  20,  1846. 

ROBERT  ROBBIXS  AVOLCOTT  was  born 
Jan.  4.  1827.  He  acquired  his  education  at  the 
public  schools  and  the  academy  of  his  native  town, 
Wetherstield,  and  at  the  Hartford  Grammar  School. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen  his  father's  failing  health  ne- 
cessitated his  taking  charge  of  the  farm.  During 
the  winter  months  he  taught  school  at  Enfield, 
Berlin,  and  (  for  four  terms )  W'ethcrsfield.  Dur- 
ing these  vears  lie  had  charge  of  his  father's  busi- 
ness affairs,  until  the  latter  retired  from  active 
pursuits.  In  1848-  he  ijought  Judge  \\'alter  Mitch- 
ell's farm,  embracing  one  hundred  acres.  This  he 
greatly  improved,  erecting  one  of  the  finest  barns 
in  the  town.  He  has  also  adderl  to  his  holdings, 
until  at  present  he  owns  one  of  the  largest  and 
best-improved  farms  in  Wetherslield.  He  has  car- 
ried on  general  farming,  and  has  devoted  especial 
attention  to  tobacco  and  seed  raising.  He  has  in- 
herited his  father's  energv,  sound  business  sense 
and  sterling  integritv,  and  enjovs  the  esteem  of  the 
community  at  large,  as  well  as  the  warm  regard  of 
his  wide  circle  of  personal  friends. 

In  ]8s8.  at  Hartford,  Mr.  Wolcott  married, 
Harriet  Bliss  Lord,  a  daughter  of  Horace  Lord,  of 
Springfield,  IMass.    Their  tniion  has  been  blessed 


I  with  two  children.  The  elder,  Alice  E.,  was  bora 
'  March  )o,  185c).  She  was  educated  in  the  district 
i  schi.H>ls  and  the  academy  of  W'etliersfield,  later 
'  graduating  from  the  Hartford  ]\ib!ic  High  Scliool, 

She  i>  a  ladiy  of  refined  tastes  and  cultivated  nnind, 

i'ud  ])opuiar  in.  societ}  ,  altliough  of  domestic  tastes. 
'  She  \s;is  married  to  W'ilfmr  Sijuire  on  Julv  27, 
!  1881,  and  is  t!;e  mother  of  iive  children:  Robert 
I  Allen,  born  Jan.  11,  1883:  William  Lord,  Aug.  30, 
I  1884;  \\'oIcott,  Jtily  20,  1886:  Roger  Wolcott,  Xov. 
'  16,  i8(,>o;  and  Lucy  Butler,  Dec.  20,  1895.  Mr.  and 
:  ]\Jrs.  Wolcott's  second  cliild,  Mary  Wells,  was 
:  born  (  )c(.  23.   t80o.     .'^he  graduated  with  honor 

fro:n  the  Hartford  Public  High  School,  and  was 
;  for  five  years  a  teacher  in  tliat  institution.  C)n 
I  July  ().  1887,  she  -became  the  wife  of  Rev.  John 
i  Bai-slow.  a  Congregational  minister  of  Medford, 
I  and  they  l.ave  had  four  chiUlren,  wiiose  names 
i  with  the  dates  of  their  liirth,  are  Eunice  Clark, 

Aug.  19.  18S8;  Robbins  Wolcott,  Eeb.  18,  1S90; 

Harriet  Lord,  Xov.  i^.  1892;  and  Alice,  Dec.  10, 

I  Mr.  \\'olcott  is  a  Republican  in  politics.  l)Ut 
I  although  one  of  the  most  popular  men  of  his  town 
;  and  county,  he  has  never  desired  to  hold  ofiice. 
I  He  is,  however,  eminently  pufilic-spirited,  and  in 
j  1868  he  accepted  a  nomination  as  candidate  for  the 
{  Legislature  on  his  party's  ticket,  and  was  elected. 
!  His  fellow  townsmen  have  also  attested  their  ap- 
i  preciation  of  his  worth  by  making  him  assessor, 
!  and  a  member  of  the  board  of  relief.  His  energy 
1  and  progressive  spirit  have,  as  it  were,  forced  him 
;  to  take  a  leading  iiart  in  all  public  affairs,  both 
j  town  and  county.  He  has  always  cherished  a  deep 
i  interest  in  the  cause  of  education,  and  was  one  of 
the  chief  promoters  of  the  A\'ethersneld  High 
I  School.  He  reads  much,  arid  with  a  judicious  dis- 
I  crimination,  the  result  of  which  has  been  the  stor- 
j  ing  of  his  mind  with  a  fund  of  well-assorted,  v.-ell- 
t  (digested  information  ttpon  a  variety  of  topics  in 
I  the  fields  of  political,  literary  and  scien.tilic  re- 
;  search.  His  temperament  is  genial  and  his  disposi- 
;  tion  kinrlly.  while  his  purse  is  ever  open  to  the  calls 
,  of  public  and  private  charitv  alike.  Bptli  ^Ir.  and 
!  ]Mrs.  Wolcott  are  members  of  the  Congregational 
j  Church  and  of  the  \\'ethersfield  Grange. 

Mrs.    Wolcott  gradtiated   from   the  Hartford 
I  Female  Seminary  in  1857.    ^A'hile  ne\-er  failing  in 
;  her  attention   to  household  cares,  and  dex'otedly 
;  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  her  duties  as  a  wife  and 
i  mother,  she  still  finds  leisure  for  the  fm-ther  culti- 
vation of  a  finely  trained,  well  stored  mind,  as  well 
as  to  keep  full\-  abreast  of  the  current  topics  fU'  the 
;  dav.     She  is  a  brilliant  conversationalist,  and  ni 
'\  easv,  graceful  manners.    The  follcnving  brief  gene- 
alogical accotmt  of  Airs.  Wolcott's  family  is  of  in- 
i  terest.    'J'lie  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  Hart- 
ford cotnilv,  and  its  members  liavc  Iieen  alwa\s 
i  iusth'  considered  as  ranking  among  the  county's 
I  best  citizens. 

The  first  .American  ancestor  was  Thomas 
'  LoKP,  who  took  lip    his    residence    in  llartlord 
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:'Mi.  tl;c  ciirliest  si.ltln>.  Ik'  w  ;i<  an  }Mi,:^-li>h 
(.■inii^raiu,  aiui  lu'tb  lie  aiiil  liis  wife,  Don>ih\-,  wliom 
lie  Iki'I  marriccl  in  1  ^n-land,  died  in  1  lanford,  the 
wife  in  I'i'S.  at  tlic  njie  eld  a<:;e  of  eiyhtv-seven 
vears.  All  iluir  eii^liL  ehildren  were  born  in  Eng- 
land, and  eanie  with  their  jiarents  to  Anicriea. 
'Jdieir  naine-  were  ivicharvl.  who  was  horn  in.  I'ui  ; 
Thomas,  born  in  lOW),  settled  at  Wether^field ; 
Ann.  born  in  idji,  married  Thomas  Stratton ; 
William,  liorn  in  i('>_'3.  died  at  Saybrook,  Ma\-  i", 
I7()8:  John,  born  in  i'>25,  married  a  Hartford  ladv, 
on  May  15.  KxtS,  and  emi^-rated ;  Robert,  born 
in  1627,  became  a  sea  ca]itain  ;  Irene,  l>orn  in  1629, 
married  Corporal  John  (iilbert.  and  died  Jan.  8. 
1691  ;  Dorothy,  born  in  i<'\^r,  married  John  Inger- 
50II  in  n.'5i,  and  died  at  Xc^rthampton  in  January, 
l^'57-  Jerenn'ah  Lord,  supposed  to  have  ])een  a 
grandson  of  Thomas,  was  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  East  \\'indsor,  where  he  spent  his  life.  He  was 
married  to  Anna  Pease  on  Xov.  5.  171c).  She  was 
born  (Jet,  29,  16S5.  Their  son,  wdio  was  also 
named  Jeremiah,  was  born  about  1724.  He  mar- 
ried Sarah,  a  daughter  of  Israel  and  Sarah  (  nooth) 
Pease,  w-ho  was  born  at  Enfield  in  1729,  and  died 
!March  5,  i7(-;i.  Jeremiah  Lord  (2)  died  Sept.  4, 
iSoo,  at  tlie  age  of  seventy-six.  His  son.  Jere- 
miah (3  ),  married  Tryphena  Pease,  whose  parents 
were  Samuel  and  Jerusha  (Chapin)  Pease.  She 
was  born  at  Enfield  Sept.  28,  1758,  and  became 
Mrs.  Lord  I-'eb.  5,  1777.  Her  husband  died  Oct. 
14,  1812,  in  his  fift}'-eighth  year;  she  passed  awav 
on  July  27,  1839.  Jeremiah  Lord  (3)  and  his  wife 
were  the  parents  of  ten  children:  Jabez,  the  eldest, 
born  Xov.  2,  1778.  married  Lydia  Llamilton,  wdio 
died  July  11.  1853;  he  died  Oct.  7,  1829.  Sarah, 
the  second  child,  was  born  July  31.  1780,  and  mar- 
ried Elam  Oris  wold.  Jeremiah  was  Ijorn  Eeb.  17, 
1782,  and  Rhoda  (  l\Irs.  Isaac  Pinney  )  on  l^'el).  19, 
1786.  Orvin  was  born  May  8,  1788:  married  Edith 
Richardson,  Feb.  16,  1809,  and  died  Xov.  i.  IC147. 
Chester  and  Lucretia  (twins)  were  born  Jan.  23, 
179T  ;  Lucretia  became  the  wife  of  Josiah  Ells- 
worth. Horace,  the  grandfather  of  ^Irs.  Robert  R. 
\\'olcott,  was  bom  3.1arch  23.  1793.  Levi,  born  Jan. 
14,  1795.  married  Sally,  daughter  of  Joseph  Lord, 
on  Jan.  30,  i8t7,  and  died  July  21,  1S78.  Henry 
married  Ella  Griswold. 

Horace  Lord,  who,  as  has  been  said,  was  'Mrs. 
Wolcott's  grandfather,  married  Sally  Duckland, 
who  was  born  in  I7v8-  The  following  named  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them:  Horace  (2).  in  X'ovem- 
ber,  181 5;  James  Oramel,  March  20.  1817;  Otis 
A.,  April  13.  1819;  and  Havilah,  March  29,  1821. 
The  first  Mrs.  Horace  Lord  died  Aug.  18,  1826, 
and  he  was  afterward  twice  married,  dying  on  July 
30.  1845. 

Horace  Lord  (2).  Mrs.  \\'olcott"s  father,  was 
born  at  East  Windsor,  but  while  quite  a  young 
man  removed  to  Springfield.  Mass.,  wdicre  he 
learned  the  trade  of  a  machinist,  and  where  he  also 
married,  in  1836.  Harriet  Sexton,  a  daughter  of 
Oliver  Sexton,  "of  that  city.  After  his  marriage  he 
went  to  Whitneyville,  to  become  superintendent 


j  of  the  \\'l;itnev  Works,  anil  in  1850  removed  fron.i 
I  tb.erc-  to  Hartford,  to  work  in  the  Colls'  Armory, 
i  He  ro<e  to  be  sui)cr!nlendent  of  tiiat  estabhshment, 
I  which  ]~)Osition  he  continued  to  fill  until  his  death, 
j  He  was  a  skille.]  mechanic  and  a  man  of  excellent 
I  character  and  executive  ability  and  his  integrity, 
!  tact  and  impartiaj  sense  of  justice  won  for  him  the 
e>tee:n  of  Ins  employers  and  employes  alike.  He 
diedi  l"eb.  28,  1885,  and  his  widow  followed  him  to 
the  grave  in  1887.     Hoih  sleep  in  Spring  Grove 
eemctcr}-.    Mr.  Lord  was  a  man  of  recognized  cap- 
ability and  unsullied  character,  and  honored  in  the 
conmumity    where    he    lived,    In's    death  being" 
mourned  as  a  juiblic  bereavement.  He  was  an  earn- 
est friend  of  popular  education.    He  was  endowed 
with  musical  taste  and  was  for  several  years  a 
cb.oir  leader.     Politically  he  was  at  first  a  Wdiig, 
and  afterward  a  Republican.    iNlr.  and  ?^Irs.  Lord 
had  two  daughters:    Idarriet  Bliss,  born  Xov.  26, 
1837,  now  the  wife  of  Roljert  Robbins  Wolcott ; 
and  Alice  Sophia,  born  June  24,  1846,  wdio  died 
in  childhood. 

MARY  S.  TUDOR.  }.I.  D..  a  successful  medical 
practitioner  of  tlie  town  of  South  Windsor,  has  a 
maternal  ancestry  of  marked  intellectual  activity, 
as  well  as  a  paternal  ancestry  that  runs  back  into 
the  early  Colonial  history  of  the  State.  She  was 
born  on  the  farm  wdtere  she  now  resides,  and  wdiich 
has  been  in  the  Tudor  family  for  seven  generations. 
Here  were  born  her  father,  David  Tudor;  her  grand- 
fatlicr,  Oliver  Tudor;  and  her  great-grandfather, 
Samuel.  The  farm  was  first  occupied  by  Owen 
Tudor,  in  the  vear  165 1.  The  mother  of  Dr.  Tudor, 
Sarah  E.  (Green),  was  a  daughter  of  Col.  Samuel 
Green,  wdiose  ancestor  established  the  earliest  pub- 
lishing- house  in  the  Connecticut  colony,  and  for 
manv  years  continued  to  print  the  State  Colonial 
documents.  He  also  edited  and  published  the  pio- 
neer newspaper  of  the  colony,  the  Xew  London 
Gazette,  wdiich  was  conducted  by  Col.  Green  and  his 
son  until  after  1840. 

Her  father,  David  Tudor,  was  born  in  1805,  and 
spent  his  entire  life  upon  the  farm  of  his  nJitivity, 
reaching  a  good  old  age,  and  dying  in  18S0;  his  wife 
died  Xov.  8,  1881.  aged  seventy-five  years.  To 
David  and  Sarah  E.  Tudor  came  three  children: 
Marv  Starr,  born  Sept.  19,  1840;  Sarah  Elizabeth, 
wife' of  E.  Dwight  Earnham.  of  South  \\'indsor; 
and  Louise  Green,  wife  of  Dr.  Pierre  S.  Starr,  a 
well-known  physician  of  Hartford. 

Marv  S.,  tlie  subject  of  this  sketch,  after  study 
at  ])rivate  school,  attended  Miss  Draper's  Seminary 
for  voung  ladies  at  Hartford,  where  she  graduated. 
She' has  resided  on  the  home  farm  throughout  life, 
and  from  1880  to  1889  managed  its  affairs.  In  that 
year  she  entered  the  Woman's  .Medical  College  of 
Pennsylvania,  at  Philadeli)hia.  and  graduated  with 
the  class  of  '92.  She  was  then  for  a  year  resi- 
dent physician  of  the  X'orth  western  Hospital, 
Minneapolis,  .Minn.  Returning  to  the  old  home- 
stead   in   1893,   Dr.  Tudor    has    since  engaged 
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activ»:ly  in  the  practice  of  her  chosen  profession. 
Later  sue  ;'.iten*ievl  a  cotirse  at  the  J 'hihulelphia 
I'olycHnic  and  College  for  gra<hiates  in  meihcine.  I 
Slie  owns  a  well-cnltivaied  farm  oi  ei,i;"ht\-  acres, 
wliich    she    siiperintends    in    connection    with  her 
increa^iiiL;-   antl    .successful    practice.      Dr.  Tudor 
is  a_  member  of  St.  John's  Episcoprd  Church,  and  is  ] 
a  member  of  tlie  J  dart  ford  Lomity  -Medical  Society,  i 
and  the  Connecticut  State  Medical  Societv.    She  | 
is  a  charter  member  of  the  Martha  J'itkin  'Wolcoit  ' 
Chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion. 

HON.  PHILIP  JOSEPH  MARKLi: Y,  A.  ^I., 
one  of  the  n;ost  prominent  attorneys  and  public 
men  of  New  Priiain,  is  a  son  of  one  of  the  former 
business  men  of  that  city  who  rose  to  a  commanding 
position  in  the  commercial  world  from  the  status 
of  an  Irish  emigrant,  having  left  his  natise  land  in  i 
the  year  of  its  great  famine  to  better  his  condition  in  \ 
America.  In  this  instance  it  can  be  said  "like  father, 
hke  son,"  for  the  same  determined  effort,  native 
ability  and  sturdy  independence  which  won  splendid 
achievements  for  the  father  have  blessed  the  ca- 
reer of  his  son. 

Thomas  [Nlarkley  was  born  in  Countv  Tipperarv, 
Ireland,  in  1820,  and  about  1S48  crossed  the  ocean 
to  America,  locating  at  Farmington.  Seizing  the 
first  opportunity  f.jr  employment,  he  engaged  in  \ 
general  work  at  L'nionville  for  a  family  named 
Young.  But  he  resolved  to  be  the  architect  of  his 
own  fortune,  and  not  long  after  he  began  his  mer- 
cantile career  as  a  member  of  tlie  meat  market 
firm  of  Stanley  &  Markley,  doing  a  retail  business 
on  Main  street,  near  where  his  son  now  has  an 
office.  About  1865,  Walter  Stanley,  senior  partner 
of  the  firm,  died,  and  ]Mr.  Markley  then  formed  a 
partnership  with  J.  B.  Hawkins  &  Company,  that 
firm  consisting  of  several  brothers  named  Hawkins. 
The  new  firm  carried  on  the  retail  trade  of  meats, 
groceries  and  feed,  and  was  one  of  the  largest  con- 
cerns of  the  kind  in  the  city  at  that  time.  Several 
years  later  ]\Ir.  Markley  withdrew  to  engage  in  the 
wholesale  meat  Lusines's.'  He  was  the  pioneer  of 
a  trade  which  has  since  grown  to  be  a  most  im- 
portant one,  and  continued  in  this  business  until 
1879  1S80,  when  Chicago  dressed  beef  came  into 
the  market,  and,  as  at  other  business  centers,  made 
the  local  industry  no  longer  profitable.  He  retired 
from  business,  and  died  in  1883.  Thomas  ^vlark- 
ley  was  a  successful  merchant.  He  was  well  edu- 
cated, and  was  esiK-cially  proficient  in  mathematics. 
He  was  held  in  high  esteem  throughout  Xew  Britain. 
In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  in  religious  faith 
a  Cath<'ilic,  taking  an  active  interest  in  church  mat- 
ters. He  married  .Vnn  Brady,  a  native  of  County  ' 
jMeath,  who  was  liorn  in  1S24,  came  to  America 
about  1848,  and  died  in  1885.  The  children  of 
Thomas  and  Ann  Markley  were  as  follows:  Lizzie, 
born  Dec.  25,  1853,  died'in  1885;  Philip  J.  is  the 
subject  of  these  lines;  William,  born  Aug.  27.  1857, 
was  a  life  and  fire  insurance  agent  of  New  Britain, 


and  died  July  15,  1886;  Grace  A.,  born  Sept.  8, 
i  1850,  i^  tlic  wife  of  Dr.  M.  J.  Coholan,  of  New 
Britain. 

i'hilip  J.  -Alarkley  was  Ijorn  l-\'b.  21,  1855,  at 
New  Ih'itain.  His  early  education  was  obtained 
!  at  the  public  schools  and  t!ie  high  school  of  his 
I  native  town,  and  in  the  fall  uf  1871  he  matriculated 
j  at  Hol\-  Cross  College,  at  Worcester,  Mass.  Taking 
I  a  two-years  preparatory  course,  he  was  graduated 
in  1877  with  tile  degree  of  A.  1'..,  receiving  the 
degree  of  A.  AL  in  course  from  his  aliiia  )]iatcr'\n 
1884.  -l^e  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of 
IMitchell  iS;  llungerford,  in  the  fall  of  1877,  and 
Continued  with  them  until  the  fall  of  1879,  vvlien  he 
entered  Columbia  Law  School,  New  York  City, 
spending  the  school  year  of  1S79-S0  at  that  institu- 
tion. Returning  to  New  Britain  he  again  entered 
the  law  ui'fice  of  Mitchell  &  Llungerford  as  a  sttident, 
i  continuing  there  until  December,  18S0,  when,  he  was 
i  admitted  to  the  Bar.  He  remained  with  the  firm 
about  six  months  after  admission,  \sdien  he  began 
practice  by  himself.  During  his  entire  legal  career 
Air.  Markley  has  formed  no  partnerships.  He  has 
enjoyed  a  fine  practice,  having  an  individual  clientele 
second  to  none  in  the  city.  Always  a  Democrat, 
he  has  been  elected  to  offices  of  trust  and  responsi- 
bility by  tlie  people,  regardless  of  his  party  affilia- 
tions. He  was  a  member  of  the  common  council 
of  New  Britain  in  1883,  and  of  the  board  of  aldermen 
in  1884  and  1885  :  was  appointed  city  attorney  by 
that  board  for  the  years  1S86  to  1891,  again  in  1892, 
and  in  1899  was  once  more  appointed  to  said  office 
by  a  Republican  common  council  of  said  citv.  He 
was  elected  b}-  popular  vote  to  a  commissioncrship 
on  the  board  of  sewer  commissioners,  of  which  he 
acted  as  chairman  from  1885  to  1890.  He  has  been 
elected  to  the  office  of  town  auditor  by  popular  vote 
for  the  years  1885  to  1897,  inclusive,  and  he  has 
been  chairman  of  the  board  of  education  from  1893 
to  the  present  time.  In  1891  he  was  New  Britain's 
representative  in  the  Legislature.  Since  1886  Air. 
Markley  has  been  one  of  the  national  officers  of  the 
Order  of  Rnights  of  Columbus,  and  he  has  been 
attorney  for  tlie  entire  ordei  since  that  time. 

Air.  Markley  was  married,  Sept.  9,  18S5,  in  New 
York  Cit\-,  to  \\'illiamanna  E.  Dunne,  and  they  have 
three  cliildreii:  Eileen  A.  C,  Beatrice  M.  and 
Rosalie. 

HON.  CHARLES  A.  ENSIGN  (deceased)  was 
a  descendant  of  one  of  the  oKle^i  families  of  East 
Hartford,  and  was  born  in  Willow  ilrocjk  (or  Hock- 
anum),  Dec.  4.  1821,  in  a  hiuisc  that  stood  on  the 
site  of  the  ])resent  residence  of  Owen  ICnsign.  But 
before  entering  ui)on  an  account  of  the  details  of 
his  individual  career,  let  the  family  line  be  traced 
from  its  origin  in  America  u])  to  hi>  birth. 

James  I'Jisign,  the  founder  ^^i  the  faniih  in  this 
country,  was  born  in  l-ji'^l;md,  died  in  Connecticut 
in  i()Jo,  and  here  also  his  wife.  S;irah.  ))assed  awa.y 
in  David,  their  smu,  was  Ixirn  in  I'>15.  hr^t 

married  Meiiitable  Gunn,  and  alteiward  wedded 
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Sr>.i,'.b  W'ilcoK,  and  died  in  1717.  Thomas,  son  of 
Davitl,  inarriod  Hannah  Sht.']ihcr(L  Moses  (  i  ),  son 
of  Tlionias.  was  iHM'n  in  173-  or  1734,  and  married 
Ann  WilHams.  Mo.^es  \2]  was  l>oi"n  Dec.  4,  I75<;. 
and  died  Xov.  30,  i8ji  :  lie  married  Jeaneite  h'orbcs, 
who  was  born  L'et.  11.  1707,  and  ih'ed  Jnne  18.  1S13. 
]\Ioses  (^3),  lather  of  our  >uhiect,  and  of  ihe  sixth 
generation,  was  born  vSept.  (j,  1791,  and  died  Dec. 
7,  1S29:  lie  married  Martha  (  "ratty"' )  Risky,  who 
was  born  June  4,  1790,  and  died  June  6,  1S64. 

Charles  A.  Ensign,  son  of  Moses  (3)  and  Patty 
Ensign,  was  the  eldest  of  a  famile  of  four  children — 
three  sons  and  one  daughter — who  became  scattered. 
As  he  was  but  eight  ^■ears  of  age  when  he  lost  h.s 
father,  his  boyhood  days  were  i^assed  with  three 
maiden  ladies  in  liartford,  in  wliich  city  he  also 
received  a  limited  education.  Ibat  he  was  naturally 
bright  ami  ([uick  to  learn,  an<l  im;)roved  every  ad- 
vantage offered  liim  in  this  res])ect.  He  early 
learned  shoemaking.  and  for  a  wh.ile  followed  the 
trade  in.  Willow  I '.rook,  and  later,  in  Hartford,  for 
Goodwin  Bros,  manufactured  b. 'Ots  for  two  or  three 
years.  He  next  went  to  Xew  Haven,  and  for  live 
^"^r  six  years  was  superintendent  of  the  Rumford 
shops ;  was  next  employed  at  Xaugatttck  as  super- 
intendent of  the  Xaugatuck  Rubber  Works,  at 
$1,000  per  annum — at  that  time  considered  to  be  a 
large  salary.  With  tliis  concern  he  remained  about 
thirty  vears,  his  salarv  being  advanced  by  degrees 
until  it  reached  85,000  per  annum.  While  a  resi- 
dent of  Xaugatuck  Mr.  Ensign  was  elected  in  18S0 
to  represent  his  district  in  the  State  Legislature,  as 
a  Democrat,  an.d  was  very  prominent  in  many  other 
respects. 

After  leaving  X'augatuck  !\Ir.  Ensign  v/ent  to 
Boston,  ]\Iass.,  where  he  was  engaged  as  superin- 
tendent of  the  Converse  Rubber  W  orks,  gave  the 
factory  a  th.orough  overhauling,  and  held  the  posi- 
tion until  failing'  health  compelled  him,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  prudence,  to  resign.  Of  his  career  in  the  rub- 
ber business,  however,  further  mention  will  be  made 
as  described  by  a  trade  journal.  I'rom  Boston  !Mr. 
Ensign  returned  to  Hockanum,  the  home  of  his 
childhood,  expecting  to  rest  and  live  on  the  com- 
petence he  had  so  com.mendably  won  ;  but  in  a  short 
time  he  was  called  to  Xew  Haven  l)y  the  Canfield 
Rubber  Co.,  with  which  lie  remained  fom-  years, 
when  he  again  returned  to  Hockanum,  and  here 
ended  his  noble  life  Aug.  17,  1896.  .For  some  little 
time  before  his  death  lie  was  bed-ridden,  but  passed 
away  painlessly  and  resignedlv,  and  in  the  full  pos- 
session of  his  mental  faculties. 

Mr.  Ensign  first  married,  in  Xovember,  1844, 
!Miss  Cornelia  Stevens,  who  bore  him  one  son, 
Charles  A.  Elis  second  marriage  took  place  June  9, 
1859,  to  ?vliss  Maria  W.  Smith,  a  native  of  Ilocka- 
num,  born  Feb.  28,  1834,  a  dauf^hter  of  Simeon  and 
Laura  (Wadsworlh  )  Smith,  both  of  old  and  greatly 
respected  families  of  East  Hartford,  but  both  of 
whom  have  long  been  deceased.  Mrs.  Ensign  is 
the  third  in  a  family  of  seven  children  :  Anson, 
married,  is  living  in  Logan,  Iowa ;  Delia  S.  was  mar- 


■  ried  to  Leonard  T.  Pitkin,  but  with  her  husband  is 
:  now  deceased:  Maria  W.  (Mrs.  Ensign);  Henry 
!  T.,  who  married  Josephine  lioodwin,  is  deceased, 
i  and  was  buried  in  Hockanum:  Charles  died  single; 
I  Francis,  who  married  bulith  Antrim,  is  living  in 
:  Hockanum;  and  Ella  is  the  deceased  wife  of  Will- 
i  iam  H.  (_)lmsted,  whose  biograjihy  appears  else- 
I  where. 

j  At  the  risk  of  slight  repetitions,  but  eliminating 
j  many  facts  with  which  the  reader  has  alreadv  been 
;  made  acquainted,  the  following  extract-  from  the 
i  "Rubber  World"  of  Oct.  10,  1896,  is  here  in.tro- 
I  duced  as  pertinent  and  comprehensive  in  its  bearing 
Ion  ^Ir.  Ensign's  connection  with  the  india-rubber 
j  shoe  trade :  v 

j  *  *  H is  first  vtnturt' in  business  was  as  a  custom 
leather  boot  and  shoemaker  in  Hartfortl,  and  he  s  ion  had 
I  the  reputation  of  making"  the  best  goods  of  any  one  in  the 
i  citv.  His  attention  beinsj  called  to  rubber-footwear,  he  con- 
1  nected  himself  with  the  Wales  Goodyear  Rubber  Co..  of  Xau- 
I  gatuck,  Conn.,  with  whom  he  remained  for  thirty  years.  He 
I  resigned  his  position  in  l8i^0,  and  accepted  a  position  under 

■  a  five  years'  contract  with  the  Boston  Rubber  Shoe  Co.,  his 

I  office  being  that  of  general  expert,    .'\ftei'  two  years  of 
arduous  work,  his  health  failing,  he  was  forced  to  resign 
this  position  and  take  a  long  rest.    He  began  this  vacation 
(the  first  of  his  lifei  by  taking  a  Raymond  excursion  to  Cali- 
fornia.   Returning  much  improved  in  health,  he  associated 
himself  with  tlie  American  Rubber  Co.,  doing  expert  work, 
and  a  little  later  with  the  Candec  Rubber  Co.,  with  whom  he 
remained  three  years.    Leaving  this  position  he  became  a 
j  free  lance  in  the  rubber  trade,  and  was  consulted  by  promi- 
j  nent  shoe  factories  almost  constantly,  having  been  an  expert, 
I  not  only  for  the  companies  named,  ljut  fur  the  National,  the 
1  L.  ID.  Smith  and  others.    Among  other  things  he  installed 
!  a  rubber  varnish  plant  for  a  large  varnish  maker   in  New 
York,  and  was  the  means  of  their  building  up  a  fine  business 
in  that  line. 

.■\bout  the  time  that  his  health  failed   he  bought  a  fine 
place  at  Hockanum,  Conn.,  and  spent  much  of  his  time 
there  as  a  gentleman.    He  also  designed  a  sloop  yacht, 
i  which  lie  had  built  under  his  own  supervision  at  Bay  Ridge, 
j  Long  Island,  and  spent  most  of  his  time  for  two  summers 
cruising  in  waters  about  New  York. 

iMr.  Ensign,  during  his  long  connection  with  the  rubber 
footwear  business,  was  the  inventor  of  many  machines  and 
processes  that  are  still  in  use.    The  piping  machine,  which 
j  automatically  cuts  the  toe  strijjs  for  the  shoes  in  any  length 
I  and  width,  laying   them  in  sheets  ready  for  booking,  was 
1  one  of  his  most  notable  inventions.    He  also_  produced  a 
j  cording  machine  for  "Arctics,"  which  lays  a  fine  cord  on  a 
;  strip  of  piping,  folds  it  over  and  reels  it  ready  for  use. 
1  Further  than  this,  he  was  the  inventor  of  the  ".Arctic"  and 
I  it  was  interesting  to  note  that,  in  appreciation  of  this,  Mr. 
I  T.  C.  Wales  made  him  a  present  of  86,000.    *  *  *  During 
his  long  experience  in  tfie  rubf)er  trade  he  kept  careful 
!  records  of  all  matters  of  importance  in  the  way  of  com- 
I  pounds,  suggestions  and  possible;  inventions,  and  willed  the 
I  whole  of  this  valuable  material  to  W.  B.  Kinsley,  the  sutjer- 
!  intendent  of  the  ALalden  Last  Company,  who  for  years  lias 
been  a  protege  of  his. 

Many  of  Mr.  Ensign's  patents  were  x  ielding  him 
rovalties  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  and  he  was  be- 
vo'nd  doulit  the  true  genius  that  made  rulilier  foot- 
wear the  almost  faultless  article  that  it  i.s  at  this  day. 
I  Mr.  Ensign  was  endowed  with  stiperior  intel- 
lectual powers,  and  was  more  than  m-dinarily  well- 
read.  He  was  generous,  kind  and  alTectionate.  and 
his  lamented  death  was  keenl\-  reL;rcHed,  not  onb,' 
b\-  his  widow  and  sun,  but  bv  tlu'  nuMnl)crs  nl  ihe 
different  communities  in  which  be  had  li\cd.     1  K 
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was  a  iiicnibor  of  no  secret  sivietw  and  liis  progress 
tlnxniyh  lite  was  inaile  tlirou^h  no  extraneous  aid. 
Ill  politics  he  was  a  Jacksonian  Democrat,  but  hatl 
no  especial  desire  for  pnhlie  ollice. 

Mrs.  Ensign,  a  very  plea-ant  and  genial  lad\-,  is 
now  living-  in  lievkanuni.  in  the  house  in  which  ?!ie 
was  born,  but  wliich  has  been  modernized  and  con- 
verted into  a  beam  if  ul  home,  suited  for  the  occu- 
pancy of  one  holding  the  enviable  position  in  societv 
which  she  enjo\'s. 

PROF.  DAXIIIL  HOA\'ARD,  M.  A.  The  true 
educator  wields  a  power  second  to  none,  and  in  the 
faithful  labor  of  principal  of  the  public-school  sys- 
tem of  ^^"ind^or  Locks,  of  whom  we  give  a  brief 
biography,  the  people  of  that  section  can  see  an  in- 
fluence for  good  which  will  extend  through  all  fu- 
ture time.  Realizing  the  value  of  an  education  as 
only  those  can  who  have  inade  their  own  way 
throtigh  school.  Prof.  Howard  adds  an  element  of 
earnestness  to  his  work  which  is  too  rarely  foimd, 
and  every  department  responds  to  the  subtle  inspira- 
tion. 

Prof.  Howard  conies  of  an  excellent  family. 
The  founder  of  the  family  in  Xew  England,  Isaac 
Howard,  came  from  England  to  Rhode  Island  about 
1730.  He  settled  in  western  Rhode  Island,  where 
many  of  his  descendants  have  resided  ever  since, 
and  the  Howard  family  has  been  prominent  in 
public  aftairs.  both  locally  and  in  the  State.  Two 
of  Isaac  Howard's  sons  were  in  the  French  and  In- 
dian war,  and  one  of  them  was  with  Wolfe  at  Que- 
bec. Another  son,  Daniel,  the  great-great-grand- 
father of  otn-  subject,  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
"war,  was  town  clerk  of  Foster,  R.  I.,  for  twenty- 
five  years,  represented  his  town  in  the  Legislature, 
and  was  for  several  years  judge  of  the  Rhode  Island 
court  of  common  pleas.  His  son,  Daniel,  was  town 
clerk  of  Foster  twenty-five  years,  represented  his 
town  for  six  years  in  the  Legislature,  and  served 
nine  years  on  the  bench  of  the  court  of  common 
jjleas.  His  son,  Florace,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, married  Hannah  Randall,  also  of  Foster.  He 
died  in  early  manhood,  but  had  already  become 
prominent  in  educational  and  jmblic  ali'airs,  and,  as 
a  delegate  to  the  constitutional  convention  took  an 
active  and  prominent  part  in  the  formation  of  the 
State  constitution  of  1843.  Fie  was  a  merchant. 
Pardon  T.  Howard,  tlie  Professor's  father,  \.-as 
farmerly  engaged  in  agriculture,  and  was  also  a 
land  surveyor  at  Foster,  R.  I.,  but  he  and  his  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Ann  L.  Stone,  now  reside 
in  Providence.  Rhode  Island. 

Our  subject  was  l)orn  Dec.  15,  1864,  at  Foster, 
R.  I.,  where  his  education  was  begun,  and  so  well 
did  he  improve  his  opportunities  that  he  was  em- 
ployed to  teach  in  his  home  district  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  years.  For  six  years  he  taught  success- 
iully  there  and  in  neighboring  towns,  but  being  bv 
no  means  satisfied  with  his  attainments,  he  in  1884 
I)Cgan  preparing-  for  college  by  studying  evenings, 
and  at  intervals  suspending  teaching  for  a  term 


I  to  attend  a  preparatory  school.    In  the  sj^ring  of 
I  18S8  he  was  elected  clerk  of  his  native  town  for  tiie 
j  term  cif  one  }"car,  at  the  end  of  which  he  graduated 
I  from  ih.e  aca'leniy  as  East  Greenwich.  R.  I.,  and 
i  entered  Brown  L"ni\ ersit}-.  where  he  completed  tlie 
classical  course,  ranking  high  in  scholarship,  wiri- 
ning  a  membership  in  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  Society, 
and  graduating  in  1S03.   1^'"  'i^^'  •'^'i^^-^c^  ^lune  post- 
graduate work  in  the  same  institution,  gaining  the 
degree  of  .AI.  A.  In  1893  he  took  eharge  cif  tluriiigh 
school  at  W  allingford,  Conn.,  remaining  one  ^■ear, 
I  and  since  18^4  he  has  tilled  his  present  position  as 
principal  of  the  public  school  at  Windsor  Locks, 
where,  with  an  etlicicnt  corps  of  five  assistants,  he 
has  an  average  of  225  pupil's  under  his  care. 

In  18S7.  at  Foster,  R.  I.,  Prof.  Howard  married 
^liss  Sarah  W.  Randall,  an.  accomplished  lady, 
whose  father.  Hori.  Job  Randall,  is  a  well-known 
citizen  of  Foster.  They  are  popular  in  social  life. 
Air.  and  Airs.  Floward  early  in  life  became  active 
members  of  the  Christian  Churcii  at  Foster  Center, 
R.  I.,  where  they  still  retain  their  membership, 
while  taking  an  active  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
Congregational  Church  at  Windsor  Locks. 

During  the  struggle  for  Constitutional  Prohibi- 
tion in  Rhode  Island,  from  1S86  to  1889.  Prof.  How- 
ard was  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  Prohibition  cause, 
and  in  18S9  he  was  the  candidate  of  the  Prohibition 
party  for  Secretary  of  State. 

HOX.  JAAIES  HEXRY  AXDRE^^'S,  a  promi- 
nent representative  of  the  agricultural  interests  of 
Farmington,  is  engaged  in  farming  on  the  old  liome- 
stead.  which  has  been  in  the  possession  of  the  familv 
for  o^'er  two  centuries.  The  first  to  locate  here  was 
John  Andrews,  who,  in  1672,  was  one  of  the  eiglitv- 
four  proprietors  of  the  town  of  Farmington.  He 
was  a  plain,  unassuming  farmer,  of  Q^ood  common 
sense,  and  was  highly  respected  in  his  community. 
Fie  united  with  the  Congregational  Church  of  Farm- 
ington, Alay  9,  165S.  To  him  and  his  wife  Mary 
were  born  nine  children:  Mary,  John,  Hannah, 
Abraham,  Daniel,  Joseph,  Rachel,  Steph.en  and  Ben- 
jamin. 

(^11)  Benjamin  Andrews,  the  second  in  direct 
descent  to  our  subject,  was  married  Alay  26,  16S2, 
to  Mary  Smith,  and  on  Jan.  3,  16S6.  they  united 
with  the  church.  She  died  in  Januar}',  1707,  aiid  on 
!  June  14,  17 10,  he  married  Aliss  Dorcas  Wetniore, 
who  died  Dec.  4,  1716.  For  his  third  wife  he  mar- 
ried Sarah   .  His  children  were:  Benjamin, 

John,  Mary,  Stephen,  Daniel,  Samuel,  Johannah 
and  James. 

(III)  James  Andrews.  l>orn  Aug.  i,  1700,  was 
married  Dec.  9,  17^0.  to  Elizabeth  Gillet,  of  Suf- 
fielrl.  Conn.,  and  (lied  Jul\-  18,  1701.  He  h;id  two 
children:  Elijah,  born  D(.c.  6,  1731;  and  Benja- 
min, born  June  5,  1734. 

(IV)  Elijah  Andrews,  a  goldsmith,  was  born 
Dec.  6,  1731,  and  was  married  .\ug.  4,  1761.  to 
Sarah  Thompson,  a  daughter  of  Timothy  'I'lionip- 
son.    She  was  born  in  Avon  June  14,  1741,  and  died 


